
 

 
Search Our Collections 
The Delaware Public Archives Portal gives you access to nearly 1.3 million records held by the 
Delaware Public Archives.  

It contains all the descriptions of our collections and their documents, photographs, books, audiovisual 
material, and more. There are a few different ways to find what you’re looking for.  

One way is through Basic Search on the Portal’s main page.  

Basic Search performs a general search across multiple fields for any records within the Portal.  

Enter keywords (like chicken) into the search box to find relevant results.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



You can then narrow your search by Date, Level of Description, Creator, Subjects, Material Type, and 
Digitization status. 

Simply click on a row to see more details about that particular record.  

 

 

For your convenience, the Portal highlights every instance of the word or phrase you searched. 

Note that some fields within the record are linked. Clicking the link takes you to a list of all the records 
that share that value. 

 



 
You can also sort most of the columns in search results.  

Click once to sort the column in ascending order, twice to sort in descending order, and again to 
remove the sort.  

Multi-level sorting is also available. 

 

 
Advanced Search allows for more specific inquiries.  

You can search words or phrases within the categories provided or you can search within a specific 
collection.  

 



 
Records at the Delaware Public Archives are cataloged in a hierarchical structure known as Record 
Types. 

The highest level is a collection, also known as a Record Group, which is identifiable by a four-digit 
number and name. 

 

 
These collections are then comprised of subcollections, which are also called subgroups, that 
correspond to a three-digit number and name.  

 

 



 
Subcollections are further divided into one or more series, each with a three-digit number and name. 
The series groups records based on purpose, format, or period, as determined by the archivist. 

 

 
Within each series, there are containers. Each container has a Barcode Number. The barcode 
number helps the archivist know where in our vaults the container is located. 

 

 



 
And within those containers are file/item-level records.  

This is the lowest level in the hierarchical structure. 

Please Note: Not all series are described to the container or file/item level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

You can see the hierarchical structure of some collections by clicking Show Finding Aid (All).  

 

There, you can see the Record Group, which is the collection Record Type and its description. 

 

Within the collection, you can click through any available subcollections and see their descriptions. 

 



 
Then, you can see the series-level records, the containers that make up each series, and, finally, the 
file/item records within that container. 

 

 



 
You can also use the Browse Collections, Browse Creators, and Browse Subjects tabs for broad 
searches by series, creators, or subjects. 

Browse Collections offers an alphabetical listing of all our current series, which you can explore by 
browsing or searching.  

Enter keywords into the search box, and results will show series-level records that include the word or 
phrase you searched in their Series Name field. 

 

 
Browse Creators presents an alphabetical list of the creators behind our collections that can also be 
explored by browsing and searching.  

Clicking on a Creator’s name will display all the records attributed to that Creator.  

 



 
To return to the Browse Creators main page, simply click on ‘Back to Browse.’ 

 

 
Browse Subjects will also display an alphabetical listing.  

Click on a term to see all records cataloged with that Subject (like Agriculture). 

 

 

 

 



You can request records by contacting us via email, phone, or by visiting our Research Room. Our 
digital collections remain available to search and download on CONTENTdm.  

The easiest way to request records is to provide a direct link to the ones you’re interested in.  

To copy a direct link to individual records, click the blue icon with the white globe.  

 

 
Then, simply copy the URL from the new browser tab and paste it into your email to 
archives@delaware.gov.  
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Finally, please note our Featured Collections section on the main page. Stay tuned for updates to this 
section as we accession new material.  

 

 
Each Featured Collection has a link to the contents of that collection for easier access.  

 

 

 

 



 
Additionally, some digitized materials have a link to the digital resource on CONTENTdm or YouTube.  

 

 

If you have any questions about the Delaware Public Archives Portal, please contact 
dosdpa_info@delaware.gov.  

 
Looking for our digital collections? Check out archives.delaware.gov/digital-archives/ for a list of our 
digitized collections. And follow us on social media to stay updated. 
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