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THE STATE BIBLE

The State Bible dates to 1532 and was printed in Paris by Robert
Stephens (Stephani). Although its origin is undocumented, legend
claims it was a gift to Delaware from France. It joined the State
Archives in the early 20th century, formerly part of the State
Library collection. It has been used in almost every gubernatorial
inauguration since 1847.

Resource ID: 1325-003-227, 471698



OLD STATE HOUSE KEY

The original key to Delaware’s Old State House unlocked the door
to the 1791 building that served as Delaware’s capital during the
critical early years of the United States. With additions and
modifications, the Dover building remained the seat of Delaware’s
government until 1933.

Resource ID: 1325-003-228, 391163



“OUR DELAWARE” HANDWRITTEN SHEET MUSIC

With words by George B. Hynson and music by Will M.S. Brown,
the original handwritten score and lyrics to our state song,
“Our Delaware” is one of many musical treasures
found in our collection.

Resource ID: 9270-000-001_228d



THE FIRST STATE'S FIRST DOCUMENT

In September 1787, a new framework for our nation’s government
was sent to the states for consideration. Thirty delegates were elected
to meet and review the document at a meeting inside Dover’s Golden
Fleece Tavern on December 3, 1787. Approval was unanimous, and

on December 7, 1787, Delaware became the first state to ratify the

Federal Constitution. This is a reproduction of the original document,
which is stored in our vauls.

Resource ID: 1111-000-000_18960d



MOSQUITO CONTROL COMMISSION MANUAL

On November 29, 1933, the General Assembly passed a law
creating the Mosquito Control Commission. People were concerned
about mosquitoes because of the diseases they could spread. An
average of 5,382 Delaware men were given employment. The 1935
Mosquito Control Operating Manual contains detailed descriptions
of “the enemy,” the mosquito, and its lifecycle. It also includes
instructions on what wildlife to look for and mosquitoes’
natural enemies.

Resource ID: 1620-000-032_01d



TOWN MONEY

Some towns in Delaware had their own cash. This collection
includes $1, $2, $3, and $5 bills circulated by the Milford Bank
between 1851 and 1855. Following Andrew Jackson's
disestablishment of the federal bank in 1836, individual banks
could issue their own currency until the passage of the

1862 National Banking Act.

Resource ID: 9200-B01-000, 391202



THE SCRAPBOOK OF JEANNIE COLEMAN

The Jeannie Coleman Scrapbook is fascinating. Created in an 1883
US Department of Agriculture Yearbook, it captures newspaper and
periodical clippings of tips, remedies, recipes, solutions, and advice
relating to homemaking. The scrapbook is well-organized and fun
to read. In the photo, there are handwritten recipes for marble cake,
sponge cake, Poor Man’s Pound cake, and “Dover Cake.”

Resource ID: 9050-010-002, 536313



DELAWARE STATE MAP...IN BRAILLE

This 1968 map of the First State was prepared for individuals
who are blind. It includes towns, roads, and counties
labeled in braille and a handy key.

Resource ID: 9050-010-002, 536313



THE WORLD OF DR, LUFF

Some staff members are intrigued by Dr. Nathaniel Luff, a doctor in
Delaware who recorded his experiences in a journal. Reading his
papers is like sitting down with the doctor and listening to him tell
you about his perspective on his life experiences. Documents of

interest include Dr. Nathaniel Luff’s journal, which contains over
two hundred pages of detailed personal accounts of his life.
Through each entry, his personality, characteristics, and
information regarding his family are revealed.

Resource ID: 9200-L05-000



AMERICAN BICENTENIAL MEDAL

This 1976 State of Delaware American Revolution Bicentennial
Medal, in its original packaging, was issued to commemorate the
200th anniversary of the American Revolution. Designed by
Wilmington artist Raymond E. Martin, the bronze medal was offered
exclusively on a non-profit community service basis through
participating financial institutions.

Resource ID: 9200-B33-001_58d

LICENSE TO DRIVE...106 YEARS AGO!

This 1919 Automobile Operator’s License serves as a reminder that
even the most mundane aspects of our daily lives have a rich history
waiting to be discovered.

Resource ID: 9200-W 19-001_10d



VIETNAM MAILBAG

The Vietnam Mailbag is a collection of correspondence,
newspaper clippings, and photographs compiled by Nancy E.
Lynch for her “Vietnam Mailbag” column in the Wilmington
Morning News (The News Journal today). Correspondence
includes nearly nine hundred letters from Delaware soldiers in
Vietnam, describing their viewpoints on the War, life in Vietnam,
and the home front. These records were used in Lynch'’s book,

Vietnam Mailbag: Voices from the War, 1968-1972.

Resource ID: 9200-L11-001



CHARTER DOCUMENTS

Several Archives employees selected the four
documents commonly known as the “Charter
Documents.”

The first two are leases from James, the Duke of
York, to William Penn, dated August 24, 1682,
conveying the town of New Castle, the land
within a twelve-mile radius of the town, and
the land south of the southernmost part of the
radius to Cape &”“Lopen” for 5 shillings for the
New Castle and beyond the radius 1 rose for

the southern part, to be paid yearly at the Feast
of St. Michael the Archangel.

The third document is the deed of feoffment
from York to Penn for New Castle and the land
within a 12-mile radius.

The final document, seen here, is a May 22,
1682 “Charter” deed from Charles Il to James,
the Duke of York, for the entire territory now
known as Delaware.

This set of documents has established and
protected Delaware’s boundaries and
resources many times in the past and
continues to do so.

Resource ID: 000-000-006



WILMINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT PEDIGREES

Three employees chose to highlight our collection of Wilmington
Police Department pedigrees. This collection contains some of the
most interesting police records in the Delaware Public Archives. The
files contain incredible stories, from the testimonies of career jewel
thieves to sordid tales of infidelity and murder. It also offers a stark
view of historical bias in law enforcement, particularly in how
people of color and marginalized communities were treated.
The collection provides a vivid snapshot of the era.

Resource ID: 9200-C14-000, 391219



AN ACT FOR AN ARCHIVES

Our State Archives, one of the oldest public archives in the nation,
began as the Division of Public Records in 1905. Our first bid to save
public records was long said to have been in 1818, but a project to
digitize old legislative records — funded by a grant from the
National Historical Publications and Records Commission — found this
earlier proposal, (An Act for establishing an Archive at Dover in Kent
County) introduced in January 1817, to create a state archive.

Resource ID: 1111-000-000_08070d



THE RIDGLEY COLLECTION

This collection of original papers is from a Dover family still in
possession of their family home on The Green. Many of the early
accounts of Nicholas Ridgely (1730s), a lawyer and judge, include
tavern petitions. The correspondence among family members, political
persons, and business dealings gives a great understanding of socidal,
personal, educational, and political life of the 18th through 20th
centuries. The 20th-century correspondence with Mabel L. Ridgely
reveals the growth of Dover, the start of the Archives, and the
struggle to save the past. Photographs are from the late
19th century through the mid-20th century.

Resource ID: 9200-R09-000



AUDITOR OF ACCOUNTS, JOURNAL A, 1784-1800

Journal A is an extensive record of the General Assembly’s accounts
during the Revolutionary War. These accounts were mostly settled
after the end of the War, and the book is labeled accordingly. As a
result, researchers frequently overlook this resource. The book itself
includes expenses such as payroll for Delaware’s officers in the
Continental Army and Enrolled Militia, payments made to members
of Delaware’s General Assembly and delegates to the Continental
Congress, and records of regular Delaware citizens who provided
goods or services to the war effort.

Resource ID: 1325-000-007, 156996



A BACHELOR TAX?

This bill from 1821, entitled “An Act for imposing a tax on bachelors
and for collecting and appropriating the same” began as a joke, but
sparked considerable discussion before ultimately being defeated.

Resource ID: 1111-000-000-09516d



A PIRATE'S LICENSE TO PLUNDER?

These two documents were issued in October 1782 by the
Admiralty Court in Bermuda to George Burton, a privateer in British
service. They were to be kept with the captain and granted him a
license to plunder the vessels of the French king and the “American
colonies in rebellion.” Loyalist privateers, mostly sailing out of New
York, carried out raids along Delaware’s coastline throughout the
Revolutionary War. In response, the General Assembly
commissioned privateers of their own, recruiting local
sailors and pilots to defend the Delaware Bay and River.

Resource ID: 1800-000-066, 470137



THE U.S. CAPITAL LOCATED IN DELAWARE?

This petition, submitted to the General Assembly, proposes
Delaware as the location for the seat of the United States government.
The petitioners offer up any location in Delaware for Congress to
choose as one of its districts and list the virtues of Delaware.

Resource ID: 1111-000-000_1901d



A BOUNTY ON WOLF HEADS?

This 1681 wolf’s head bounty from Sussex County offers 50 pounds
of tobacco to any Christian who brought in a wolf’s head.

Resource ID: 4000-000-000, 409496

TOM THUMB WEDDING PHOTOGRAPH

“Tom Thumb weddings” are playful, anachronistic plays in which
young children pretend to get married to each other. This 1962 photo-
graph is from the Broujos Family Collection. The donor’s wife was the
Maid of Honor in the ceremony.

Resource ID: 9200-B33-005



WILMINGTON URBAN RENEWAL FILES

The City of Wilmington urban renewal files include reports and
photographs documenting buildings that were demolished as part of
redevelopment efforts. This collection captures a portion of
Wilmington that no longer exists. Most binders contain an information
sheet for each building, detailing its structure and associated costs,
along with a photograph. The files primarily relate to the development
of the Civic Center and City/County Building area.

Resource ID: 5100-011-222



COLONIAL SHILLINGS AND PENCE

Establishing a national currency was a crucial step in the
development of the newly formed United States after separating from
England following the Revolutionary War. The country needed to print

and manage its own money. Until 1971, British currency used a

complex system: one pound was divided into 20 shillings, one

shilling into 12 pennies, and one penny into two halfpennies or
four farthings—making 240 pennies in a pound.

Resource ID: 9200-C14-000, 391219



THE BEERS ATLAS

The Beers’ Atlas from 1868 is an invaluable part of the Delaware
Public Archives State Map Collection. This hand-colored book of
detailed maps of the entire state of Delaware, with individual maps
for each of the hundreds. There are also separate maps for specific
towns and cities, including Wilmington, Dover, Newark, Georgetown,
Milford, New Castle, Milton, Smyrna, Camden, and Felton.

Resource ID: 1325-003-203, Hanging Map Number 99
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