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HISTORIC SPOTS
IN
ELAWA E

By Sewell

P. Moore

Delaware’s First Settlement

tled, for the {first colony to sect up a
permanent colony in the Slate mef
with a fate that was hardly encour-
aging to future immigrants,

Early in 1630, David De Vries, a
vealthy resident of Edam in Holland,
organized a company to establish a
whaling station and town somewhere
on the banks of Delaware Bay. Runior
in Europe at thal time told of unlim-
ited numbers of whales that were
supposed to make their home in the
Atlantic within a shorl sailing® dis-
tance of Cape Henlopen.

In DNecember of that year, the ship
Walvis, or “Whale”, set sail from
Holland with a company of about 30
men, a quantity of cattle, a supply of
food and elaborate whaling equip-
ment. A part of the company was
transgferred to a smaller boat which
sailed under the protection of the
Walvis’ eighteen guns.

After the usual hardships which
accompanied all immigrant voyages
oi the time, both ships sailed past the
cape and dropped anchor in what is
now Lewes Creck. Their report of the
landing described it as a “tine, navi-
gable stream, filled with islands,
abounding in good oysters.”

Like all early settlers, they immiedi-
ately mamed ‘cverything that could
possibly serve as a connection with
their homeland. The sbtreamn was
called “Hoorkill” from the Duich
town of Hoor and the native name
for stream. This name, fthrough a,
misunderstanding of Dutch pronunci-
ation, was later corrupted to Whore-
kill and Horekill,

To their settlemcnt, which was the
first town in Delaware, they gave the
impressive name of “Zwaanendael”,
which meant “Dale of Swans”. The
forl which was only a single house snur-

rounded by a palisade was called Fort
“Oypflandt”. Some early historiansg
mention this as being built of brick,
hut no mention was ever found of
krick among the crowded cargo, and
it is highly improbable that they
would sacrifice valuable cargo space
for this heavy building material when
they knew that millions of trees stood
ready f{or their axes,

Under the command of Peter Heyes,
a cousin of De Vries, the colony im-
medaiately set about laying out a town
and making {riends with the Indians.
Although the land was rightfully;
theirs by grant, they repurchased it!
from the uatives for a guantity of
geudy trinkets and supplies. This.
transaction, on May Jth, 1631, was the
first real estate transfer in the history,
of the State. Heyes then crossed over'
to Cape May and bought an addition-
al tract of forest, twelve miles square,
from ‘lie Indians, who claimed that
band,.

Although (hey lound the land rich
and fertile, they had come principal~
1y tor whales, and their fishing cruises
had been very unsuccessful. Heyes,
with a small crew, set back for Hol-
land fto confer with De Vries on the
siluatinn, and the colonists who te-
irained were never seen alive again.

Tnformation regarding their fate is
very scattering, but it has been gradu-
ally pieced togelher fromr Indian
stories. It seems that the white men
were held in greal awe by the red
ivhabitants, who supposed them to be
something just less than gods. Ace
cording to the Duteh custom, a tin
plague with the coat of arms of (he
United Provinces was lixed Lo a post
al the edge oi the settlement, It
caughl the eye of one of the lesser
chiefs, and uol realizing its fm-
portance, he stole up one dark night
and cavrled il away to make pipes for
himself and his friends.

When the more powerful chiefs
learned of this and saw thal, (he set-

tlement was in a great uproar, they
realized the significance of the act,
and attempted to make amends in the
typical, direct Indian manner, The
oflending chief was killed and parts
of his body taken to Zwaanendael as
a, peace offering. This seems to have
convinced the settlers that it was use-
legs to carry the trouble any further
and the pipe of peace went its cere-
monial rounds from mouth to mouth.

But the friends of the chief who had
started all the trouble seemed to have
heen in bad graces with the rest of
the tribe and were not invited to the
negotiations, Supposing that their
chief had been Kkilled at the request
of the whites, they took revenge in
their own hands, and fell upon the
settlers the next day as they worked
in their fields. One man who had
been left in the fort on account of
illness attempted to escape, but a tom-
ahawk was buried in his head.

So great was the rage of the Indians
that not a single house was left
standing., When new seltlers landed
some months afterwards they found
only ashes and bones. Even a large
mastiff which had been tied inside the
fort, suffered the red mun’s vevenge.
Twenty-five arrows were found in his
dried skeleton.



Visit....

ISTO 1IC
Ne s e
DELAWA

The Colontal dapita.[ 0/ the Fluat State

il

SEE DELAWARE'S PREEMINENT HISTORI-
CAL LANDMARK, THE ORIGINAL COL-
ONIAL CAPITOL AND AMERICA'S OLDEST
STATE HOUSE.

ON DIRECT TE ROUTE TO DELAWARE
MEMORIAL ND THE OCEAN HIGHWAY



HOTELS e RESTAURANTS e MOTELS

Clemente, Inc.—Restaurant
Delaware Auto Court
El Rancho Motel

Howard Johnson Restaurants (2)

Kent Manor Inn—Restaurant & Motel

Lord De La Warr Hotel
Lynnhaven Inn
M & M Restautant

Peter Pan Diner

Pompeii Restaurant

Tourinn, Inc,—Restaurant & Mote!

Penn Apts., Inc.

Tremont Motor Court

Park Plaza Motel

Dutch Village Motor Court
Hollywood Motel

Windsor Tourists

Francis Drake Motel

Del-Mar Motor Court

General Wayne Motel

DeVille Motel

New Castle Motel

Penn House—Over-night

Terry House—Over-night

Mrs. Lewis Booker—Over-night
Mitchell's Tourists—Over-night
Mrs. Harrington's—Over-night

Arsenal-on-the-Green

Tea Room & Restaurant

Colonial Dining Room

Dr. Harry A. Carl

Dr. Paul C. Koether

Dr. Margaret Richey

Dr. Jason L. Campbell

Dr. H. Thomas McGuire

Dr. Sidney Silverman (Dentist)
Dr. H. 1, Moss (Optometrist)
Dr.

~
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Dr. Robert T. Beattic
Dr. Lewis Harris (Dentist)

=

duPont Highway
duPont Highway
duPont Highway
duPont Highway;

Bridge approach

duPont Highway
duPont Highway
duPont Highway

duPont Highway and

Hares Corner

duPont Highway an

d

Basin Road

7th & Delaware Streets

duPont Highway an

d
Basin Road

3rd & Delaware Streets

duPont Highway
duPont Highway
duPont Highway
duPont Highway
duPont Highway
duPont Highway
duPont Highway
duPont Highway
duPont Highway
duPont Highway
204 Delaware St.

2nd & Delaware Sts.
3rd & Delaware Sts.

612 Delaware St.
611 Delaware St.

The Green
202 Delaware St

DOCTORS

116 Delaware St.
2 East 2nd St.

37 West Sth St.
Megginson Ave.
212 Delaware St.
37 West Sth St.
35 East Gth St.

Harold Friedman (Chiropodist) 7 East 5th St.
Dr. Charles P. Campbell (Dentist)

79 West Sth St.
212 Delaware St.
109 DuPont Hwy

REAL ESTATE AGENCIES

John C. Roman
Margaret Tobin

C. J. Harris, Inc.
Thomas Holcomb T

Charles Foraker

Penn Super Market

New Castle Farmers Market
George T. Tobin & Sons
Ioannoni's Market

John Clayton

MARKETS
210 Delaware St.

Hares Corner
420 Delaware St.
127 West 9th St.
Fourth St.

EAst 8-3459
EAst 8-7183
EAst B-4233%
OL 8-4638
OL 8-6158
EAst 8-2212
EAst 8-3103
EAst 8-6654
EAst 8-5913
OL 8-6158
EAst 8-2324

[

Historic New Castle

New Castle was founded in 1651 by the Dutch, under

an site of Vil-
on place o was
in be laid lace

of all Colonial assemblies, and the first State capital. It
remained a county seat until after the war for the preser-
vation of the Union.

New Castle’s early prominence was due to being the
seat of government for the South (Delaware) River as
d d from the North (Hudson) River. It was a
c ion center—the hub of North-South and East-
West travel, and a point from which vessels cleared for

of Amsterdam in 1656, it became known as New Amstel.

Under the leadership of Sir Robert Carr, the British
routed the Dutch in 1664, and the name was changed to
New Castle. In 1673 the Hollanders again seized the town,
but the following year it was returned to Great Britian
under the treaty of Westminster.

In 1682 it was conveyed to William Penn by James,
Duke of York, and was Penn’s landing place when he first
set foot on American soil the same year. Lord Baltimore
contested this transfer, and the boundary disputes were
not resolved until the survey, conducted by Charles Mason
and Jeremiah Dixon, Englishmen, who surveyed it in 1763-
1767, and now famed as the Mason-Dixon Line.

The spire atop the State (Court) House, Delaware’s
Colonial capitol and first state house, was used as the
radius of the 12 mile circle which formed the northern
boundary of Delaware, and part of the Mason and Dixon
Line. This later became the dividing mark between Dela-
ware and her sister slave states, and the free states to
the North.

The Delaware River within this radius, to the low
water mark on the opposite shore, is part of the State.
Thus, the Memorial Bridge was built as an inter-state span
by Delaware.

In 1704, Delaware achieved a separate assembly from
Penn’s Pennsylvania colony, and on June 15th, 1776, three
weelks before the adoption of the Declaration of Independ-
ence in Philadelphia—the Delaware Assembly in session
here at the Old State (Court) House passed a similar
measure. They disavowed all ties with, and allegiance
to Great Britain. In the same building was drafted and
adopted, the first constitution—that of the Delaware state,
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