The Dutch nation claimed all the terri-
tory of the Delaware and the Hudson River
valleys by right of discovery in 1609. They
named this whole region New Netherland
in honor of their homeland—the United
Netherlands (Holland). In 1626 they
founded as their capital, New Amsterdam
(New York) on their North River (the
Hudson).

Here the Dutch felt at home. They
knew how to build dykes and make sluices
for draining the marshes; how to make
brick and to build windmills. Within a
few years—in spite of serious misfortunes
—the local Dutch director, Jacob Arlichs,
could write: “This settlement is now pretty
well looking and convenient, with 110
houses built.”

The New Castle Tercentenary Commis-
sion was created by the 1949 General As-
sembly to help the people of New Castle
and the state pay fitting tribute to the
Dutch founders.

To these founders New Castle owes its
existence, its beautiful location on the
river, its first church, first school, and
first court of justice.

To these founders the people of the
whole state owe the beginnings of self-
government on our soil, and the first ex-
amples of that independent spirit among
Delaware’s people that finally led to our
becoming The First State.

To Welcome the distinguished invited
guests and the thousands of Americans
who will come to New Castle for the cele-
bration next June, the commission hopes
that this town can be made so clean, fresh,
and in such perfect repair that even a
Dutch housewife and a Dutch city father
would find no fault;

And that all agencies and groups, of-
ficial and unofficial, and every individual
citizen will share in the work—beginning
now to plan and to do—toward making
the whole Tercentenary program a success.
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