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A Short Biography Of A Noted Delawarean or
A Scrap Of Important State History.

Colonel John Haslet was Irish by
birth, but for several years preceed-
ing the Revolutionary war lived atv
‘Dover. He had been educated for the
Presbyterian ministry, and preached
frequenbly after coming to America,

ly the
; El gf
; a eti¢
-handsome nd in courag
.impulse a Irishman.
Pthe earlie of the Am

‘conflict he was a stalwart Whig, and -

i Caesar Rodney early fastened upon
fhim as a fit man for military com-
Emand Rodney wrote him daily from
“the Centinental Congress in the early
summer of 1776, inciting him to the
“work of raising troops. When the
Declaration of Independence was
~adopted Rodney despatched a mount-
ed messenger, Ensign Wilson, on the
mght of July 4th, to carry the news
‘to Haslet. He found Haslet at Dover,
Lextremely busy enlisting men. “1
confrlatulate you, sir,” wrote Haslet
‘in reply, “on the important day which
‘restores to every American his birth-
iright,—a day which every free man
wil) record with gratitude, and the
‘millions of posterity read with rap-
‘ture.” A fine turtle feast at Dover
‘announced and anticipated the declar-
‘ation of Congress. After the deatn
‘of Haslet, at Princeton, his body was
deposited in the burial grounds oZ
‘the First Presbyterian Church in
P phia. In 1783 the Delaware
L ure caused a marble slab to
be placed over his grave, and on Feb-
;ruary 22, 1841, they appointed a com-
mittee to superintend the removal of
the corpse to a vault to be built in
ithe Presbyterian Church at Dover,
‘and authovrized them to have a suita-
ble monument, with appropriate in-
'seription and devices, placed over his
fina] resting place. On July 1, 1841,
his remains were disinterred and com-
veved to Dover, ezcorted by the mili-
I;ta.iry of the city of Philadelphia; and
on July 3rd, after impressive reli-
gious services and an eloguent ad-
dress from the Hon John M. Clayton
they were deposited in the vault
prepared for them. <
i Colonel Haslet left a son and two
daughters. The son, Joseph Haslet,
was twice, in 1811 and 1823, clectea
Governor of this State, an honor Decl-
’ ‘gware never conferred upon any other
eitizen, One of his daughters, Jemy-
ma, marricd Dr. George Monro, who
‘was a skilTull and Jearned p'hy's’llc'la'n,
resident in Wilmington from 1797 un-
1il his death in 1820. Of Dr. Monro’s
children, the only survivor was Mrs.
Mary A. Boyd, of Wilmington. The
other daughter of Coloned Haslet
married Major Patten, but died child-
less.

Colonel Haslet was in command of
the Delaware militia in Marech 1776
when the Pennsylvania Committee of
Safety was informed that the enemy
were in Lewes Road, they ordered
four of the armed boats to exeru
their utmost endeavors to take or
destroy all such vessels of the enemy
as they might find in Delaware.
Col. Haslet was on the lookout ana
kept Mr. Read, then President of Con-
gress, fully informed of the progress
of affairs.

The first reriment raised was that
of Col. John Haslet, which was in
Tact, nprocess of formaticn bhefore
independence had  been  declared.
They were State troops and the regi-
ment comprised eight companies of
ahbout one hundred wmen each, A
larze portion of the regiment was in
Dover on July 5th, when the news of
the  Declaration of  Independence
reached there. The troops were as-
sembled under the divection of the

in

/722
Committee of Safety and a picture
of King George was procured. The;
drumamer bore it before the President:
and after a march around the square,
a circle was formed about a fire
which had been prepared and the ple-
ture was cast into the flames, the
President pronouncing these wordsy
UCompelled by strong tiecessity; thud
we destroy even the shadow of thaw
King who.refused to reign over a
free people ‘

On July 20th the regiment 'was
ordered to Philadelphia where it at-
tracted. much commendation. On,
August'Tth Congress directed that
the regiment be equipped with ams
lately imported and then report to:
General Washington at Amboy, N.
J., where they were brigaded = with
some. Pennsylvania and Marylana
troops, under command of Bng‘adler
General Stirling.

-~ In the meantime the seat of the
war had been transferred to New
York which city the British General,
Sir William Howe, determined to take
and’' for the purpose landed over
twenty-thousand troops on Long Is-
land. © Washington, who with the
main army, was fortified on New
York island, placed General Putnam
in command of about eight thousand
en posted in Brooklyn. Generals
Sullivan and Stirling were under Gen-.
eral Putnam with their brigades.’
Early on August 27th, General Put-!
man notified General Stirling that the
enemy was approaching along Mar-
tense Lane and ordered him to take
three regiments “advance beyond
the line and repulse the enemy."l‘j
Hastily gathering Haslet’s Delaware
battalion, some Pennsylvania and,
Maryland troops, Stirling advanced:
upon,the left wing of the enemy.:
About eleven o’clock, the enemy re-':’
cieved two thousand reinforcements:
whereupon Stirling ordered forward °
his Delaware reserves and a sharp.
contest ensued. After this battle the
rcgiment went into camp at King's
Bridge, Westchester County, New
York. On October 28th the battle of
Chatterton’s Hill took place and
again the Dclaware men were calleg
into the thick of the fight by the
orders of General Washington,

The general army return of Noe
vember 3rd, 1776, showed Colonel
ITaslet’s 1o have fit for duly 28 com-~’
missioned anid no-commissioned oM-
cers and 273 rank and file; 254 men
were sick and 21 were detailed on
special duty: Washington was compel-
led to retreat through New Jersey to-
the banks of the Delaware and when
Haslet’s regiment was in camp there’
on December 22nd, the whole number
present and fit for duty were 15 offt-
cers and 92 men. Much of this de-:
pletion was due to the fact that a
large number of its officers as well
as the rank and file had returned
home to enlist in a mnew regiment
which was being orpanized under a
law of Continental Congress, for
service during the war, and under
conditions offering better pay and
regularity of promotion. With less
than a hundred men Haslet took part
in the battle of Princeton on Christ-
mas Day, 1776, but there are no re-
cords of the performance of the com-~
mand in that affair. TIts last service
was in the hattle of Princcton, Janu-
ary 2, 1777, in which Colonel IIaslet]
was killed while lcading his handfal
of men gallantly into action. Theyf
had reached Stony Brook at sunrise
and were marching along the Qu:lkcf
road when they came upon Mawhood’s
British Regiment. In the {fight that
immediately ensued Haslet was shot
hroneh the head.
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Dedication

of
The Colonel John Haslet Monument

Sunday, the Thirtieth of December
Two Thousand and One

Battle Monument Park
Princeton, New Jersey



COLONEL JOHN HASLET

A Patriot of considerable distinction, Colonel John Haslet
was the Commander of Delaware’s first Continental
Regiment. A native of County Londonderry, Ireland, he
emigrated to America in 1757. Haslet was a graduate of
the University of Glasgow, and an ordained minister of
the Presbyterian Church. He was commissioned as a
Captain in the Pennsylvania Militia in 1758, and was a
participant in the expedition against Fort Duquesne. He
later settled in Delaware and began the practice of
medicine. Active in the civil affairs of his newfound home,
Haslet was a leading proponent of Independence. In 1775
he was appointed as a Celonel by the Continental
Congress, and charged with raising the Delaware
Re  ent. The distinguished service of the Regiment in
the campaign of 1776 can be largely attributed to his
inspirational leadership. With the discharge of the
Delawares following the Battle of Trenton, he was
attached to the staff of General Mercer. He was by
Merxcer's side when the Gemneral fell at Princeton, and
was rallying the troops when he was killed by a British
bullet. Noted for his bravery and devotion to the cause of
Liberty, Colonel John Haslet died a hero to his state and

nation.

“...among the foremost in services of danger.
He was indeed a gallant officer...”

Washington Irving
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In appreciation for their support and assistance, the
Delaware Public Archives extends special thanks to:

Commissioner Robert Shinn, New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection

The New Jersey Division of Parks and Forestry

Mayor Marvin R. Reed and the Council of the
Borough of Princeton

John Hakola, Century Memorials
Delaware Society, Daughters of the American Revolution
Delaware Society, Sons of the American Revolution
The Irish Brigade Association

The Brigade of the American Revolution

The Delaware Public Archives invites you to visit our website at
www.archives.state.de.us
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“Dover, Delaware,
November 8, 1934,

Mrs. E. H. Darrach, \
1502 North Meridiam Street,
Indianapolis, Indiana,

Dear Mrs. Darrach:-

N In roaponse to your recent letter, I wish to say
that our files do not contain a record of the exact date of
Colpml John s\!aslet;ta mrriage,

Ve £find, on page 267 of Tiopravhical and Cencalogical

History of the Htjte of T)alumm. publishef“ DY Jo e Runk & Co0e,
Chambersburg, Pa., 1899, the statemnt that:

nJohn Haslet mrried .Tenim‘ (Molleston) _Brinokle,
widow of John Drinckle, of Tover, who survived !ire Yaslet
only a few months, leaving five minccr childiren te s he
cuardianship of his formor friend, 7illiar villen, Lequirce”
The will of ilorry. !'clleston, of Kent County, probated
February 83, 1762, mentions dauchter, Jemimsh Drinckle,
The will of Jenima '‘'ollestor, wife of 'lenry tMollecstor,
" which was probated Novembsr 11, 1760, mentions daurhter,Jenimn
Grinckle, mife of John Brinokle,
The adninistration on the estate of John "rinckle,
pgranted on October &, 1764, to his widow shows that Jemima, the
widow, later married John ilaslete The dato Octobor 8, 1704 is

probably very close to the death date of John Rrinckle and it oy




be presumed that the widow did not remaryy until at least a .
year had slapsed, (e know sho mas married to John Haslet by
May 20, 1766; for an account rendorcd on the estate of John
Brizclkle on that date states that m'ay wore married,

The foregoing pabbato rocorde are in this office.
Henry !!o],laat.oﬁ'q will is in wlume A 35, yages 204 end 2053

" Jemima Yolleston’s, in the same volune, on puges 211 and 2123

and John Prinmekle’s administration ia in volume & 3, pages

177 to 181, ~ i : | R
Vory tmly youra;

State Lrchivist,
LdeViRe |

1
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L
LIEE OF COLONEL JOHN HASLET OF J0VuR

“n By
Catherine W, Tarburton
Historical and Literary Reciprocity Committee
Col, Haslet Chapter, R,A.R.

Dover, Delaware ~

FORE WORD

e Information for this paper was secured from the following
‘ sources:

Scharf's History of Delaware

Historical and Biographical Papers of Dedaware

Records in the State Archives of Delaware

I am indebted -to Judge Henry C. Conrad for his assistance
in obtaining and collecting this information from the
Dover State House, Also to ifr, John W, Hering of Milford,

Delaware whose ancestral chart of Col, Heslet 1 have used.
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The purpose of Luis esdny ie to do sowmeian;,au . :ver little, to
prevent the deeds of tne ilevolutionsry soldicre from voiu, forgutten,
The image of .foun ;i:slet, who wes tue brekbone of wvi: sele «re WBilitis
during tue fevolution,vill incite the woet slu g ish m.nd to virt e.ilis
life wos cut off in the beginning,but it :8 pregnent 2tu volor tnd
setion, wnd sortuy of emulation,

Heslet .28 vorn in ireland,The deve 1. unc.rtazin, in i7b., Je see
him vein; ordecined tiere «8 & lresbytlerirn ministior in L0lly Helly Co.
Derry. Sowetime afier 17865, Johm, &6 two of hLis wroincre did, ceme to
America. le aettled in dent County, welewere, ' ud for v saile preeched
in the Presbyturicn pulpit. Dut later, cbendonia; his tueclagy, ne
became ¢ medical doctor snd praeticed medicine vuccessiully on ilent cad
Sussex Couniieg, He served in the State .ussembly rejciileculy} aad it
w8 probably there thnnt he gre to be o fricnd 2ad intimate of that
famous _el:wirean, Caesar ilodney,

Just before tue Declaration of Indepeunu nce was signed Je see
Redney in tne Congress in Fhiladelphis worxing one: tudly Ior . wericsn
Independence, . u scme converting tow:rde e couce hvd yet 1o uve done
in Delowrre, dodney used i slet to mrnrge tnie in eles: rel in heed-
quarters in iovér. And from letters betwcen ie (.o, e fuel egin (ke
intensity of the idevolutiunary Jdays. then on July icurti, 776, e Bee
that precious document ,the Deeleration of lunuependcence cumpleted. in
the night of the Jfourth Rodney vent inulgin Jilsun pusle=hocte Lo Lover
4l the newss luslct wes & leading Julg cnd odney's r.gute wad mong
Lthe one he uepended on LO Gut tue peopie wilro. ,ntl un cuestiovns of
Insependence, 8 well #o to Feive snd enlist solducres Lo Yaijut for it,
Rodney wrote him from Congress dueily, Ho Haslet rejo.icud at tue ne s

ond the uneniwity of the Delm.:ore Delegetion of three men in signing
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the Declaratiun his letter to ilodnwy tells:

I consratulste you, 3ir, on tue impor tant duy vaich restores to
every omerican aia birthrignt, & day wiicih every irecuan Wwill record
witn gretitude pnd tue millions of posterity read sitn ropture. Your
mepnsenger reached me last night, A fine turtle feast st bover
anticipated and gnnounced ihe Declaration of Congress. fven the
berpister himself laid =side his airs of reserve, Mishty happy "

Rodney errly fratened upon him :e & fit men for military commend,
o Huslet' regiment wa clready raised by ihe time tne‘béclaratiun
of 7er <8 announced It &as compused of ei ut comprnles and numbcred
eight hundred men, ltes officers were appointed vy Congreas, upon recom
endation from Congre and by the Council of Safety from the three
lower Counties of Dela are, Ballots sere taken ( according to the
Journel of Congress) and Huslet elected Culonel, Gunning bedford,
LieutenanteColonel; T MgDonough, injor; James Tilton, Surgeonj
Joseph Montgomery, Chaplain. -

In & few uays sfter the Decluretion +us Feceived at Lover, the Reg
ment marched to the headquarters of the army which were then at New
York, They must have arziv d there about the middle of Auguat, fhey
marched from Dover to New York ithout tents., Ho. provisionas were

wpplied the does not appear, but it is more then probable thet they
upplied the elve 'along the rout . They wcre brigaded ith’four |
Pennsyl ia regi nt and s yland regiment, Lord Stirling wes

the brigedier, On Augu t 27th, not more than five weceks after marehing
from Dover, they were in the battle of Brouklyn or Long laland, In
this battle they behaved with the coursge and firmmess of veteran
woldier , It «a aid that the Delasaresns &nd the Lnsrylsnders fbught
a8 bravely a n eould po aibly fight, Czesar Rodney Vay :

"The Del arean ore lletrained and fougut in a compact body
the hole timejand hen obliged to retrcat, kupt thelr rank , &nu



3
entered thuir lunue in thet order; =nd were oblijcu iregue.lly, wiile
retrenting to fight tueir way thruuga budics ol Lol encmy, Lo Del: wire
satt lion obtained great honor =t long Islund  wuQwing unpurslled brﬁvér
in view of e£ll the Jenerals and troops withain tae lines, wno alternately
praised : nd pitied them, "

Rodney #1so says:

"The Leluwere und‘maryland troops stood tfirw Lo tiue lust. They stocd
for fuur hours drewn up on & hill im cloge array, tueir colors fiying, t
the enemy's ertillery playing upon tihem; nor did tuey tuink of quitting
their atation until sn express order from the Jencral coumended them to
retrent The standsrd wes torn with shot in Ensin Stephen's hunds, This
regiment lo.t thirtyeone men tﬁo officcra, Licuts, JSte.ert ond Hrrney.

Col Haslet 4id not participate in this baltle He ond vedford were
members of & courtemarticl in Ne York at this time for ihe trinrl of
Lieut. 7idwitz for corre ponding «<ith the enemy, sajor Helonough vze in
oharge '

iftepr that brttle, thi regimeant vas placed in Wifflin' brigade :nd
sent to King'i Bridgp. After t army was stativned at fing'e bridge
( sgeording to the eekly return of Jeshingion's forces ut Hurlem Height
October 5th, I776) Haslet had & total of 569 wen shorily after this,
hi regiment returned to camp nand on October <Zliut mude & descent -upon
Roger's corps of Tories at lamaroneck, taking 36 prisoncrs, & pair of
colors, and 6C musketas, le arote as fullowss to Jeneral Hudney of his
vietory:"in iwnday night Lord Jtirling ordered me with 7560 men to attack
the enemy's outposts ten miles from this pluce at the village of
iamaroneck; which woes done and their guards foroed, We Wrougit in a pair
of evlors, 60 atand of nrme and & veriety of pliunicr busides. The purty
#e fell in with was Col Roger' , the late worthless Lnjor, vn the first

fire he skulked off in the dark, lie lieutenant znd 2 numoer of otlhere

Jere left desd on the spot. Had not our guards deserted us st the firat
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ons:t, he «nd his wh.le party must have buen teken, -5 Lhilu wig ihe
firgt effort of Lthe kind and & pland of hig Lor.shi;'s, ue #ne w0 hignly
rle: sed siih ue that he thnnked Ws publicly oa 3 £ owe,

Thne jeneral riy dctarn of Hovewber Srd 1776, wouJed Cul, sooalet to
heve left for duly €70 men, cencrel Jrshington was cowedicd Lo retreat
throu;u lew Jerasey to the bunks ol tue deluyv re, “uen i slet'u regimont
wWoe tuere in czmp on Jecznbul Lonu, there cre .o oen off end culy Ye
fit for duty,., :uchi of luie depletion ~ng duae Lo L sact thr t & large
numver of its cfficera as well 2o ovume of tue rend rnd file, hed returne
home to enlist in & new rogiment being organized uadsr o les of Continen
tal Congress for service during the war undcr conuit.ous offering butter
pay and reguleriiy of promotion, With lecs than iuu men ufier the biattle
of #Jhite Plainse Hoelet faced the engngement ¢t Irenton on iumes day 1776

Hrelet's lest word to Rodney wes written shorily witer the ovattle of Tp
Trenton:

"“Dear end ~orthy oiir,
Jhen lact 1 wrote you God knows, i do not, This

I ¢an affira, that 1 have received no anc.er

"After a long retreat from the full conviclicn of the enemy's superior
number , but perfect in order and with & firm Lut determined countenance
@ 8t lrat stopped on the banke of the Dela.zre, There .e .ere stationed
Cn Xews at three uv'clock on the esrly morning of Jcecoumuer x6th, .e
recrosessd the rive § a farty of Virginians fuormed vanguard and did

moet of the fishting., Lord Stirling's brigade hau the hounor of fighting
1000 Hessions to urrender, ¥e should have gone on, and panicestruck
they »ould have fled before us, but ithe inclemency of the weather
rendered it impossible, de ropaased the river, rusted one day and then
7ere ordered back, 1 am sorry (o0 inform vhe donerzl tuat Cept, iHolland
Ensign #Wilson, Dr. Jilder and myseli sre ©ll of ithe Jelawunrebattalion

#+n0 have followed the Americen cauee to Trenton, tso privates excepted,
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On ucneral <ushington's veing informed of tuis, ue declarcd his intene
taon of neving officer: snd men dbound neck &nd ueeis ! nd bro.aget boek sae
g exXvineie Lo Lde army. 4 told vie denceral viwe brice, bul nut ke slole
Wriuvite The i:wt I rovsorveuw for you zad you «ill obusil dibvit 0@,

=Y e gu.t nuy hecr Livit tue bridse on Lhis cide of irinceton is cu
down rnu the cnemy retvicing. & sufficient numwer of troops are resuy to
arive tucm out of Jerwsey. 46 lope to sreet you well, Un our victorious
return from ITrenton, I fell into the Delnwure at three o'clock in the
worning up to my middle, :nd have hod swellcoe legs cever sinc:  bul no
metier,ilf e drive tnem to Lew York, If i rcturn, it ./ill be to salute
you if not, we sunall meet in heeven, Your oovuncss (ill ;ilve 'ax.o,
H: 8lut such ne«s8 28 you think proper, I have Gen'l Jashington's leave to
return and superintend tne recruiting service : t home, but eannot go
ifor a feoad unys longer. Hope soun to ldy mysell =1 your fect and am with

Jreat catoeem :
Jincerely yuure,

John ik slet

P, 5o The four Alluns e hear asre w~ith cen'l Howe, Gullousy fled, his
brother the Gen'l in parsuit, u¥r, Tilgumah informed the wen'l in my heeax
ing that the Dover Li:ht Horse are coming up, le it so? I shall bvelieve
like ‘homes, when I see it, Gen'l Jushington iy Lictetor( by Resolution
of Consress pessed Deceuber z?ih) I menticned to¢ Lord Sticling the othe
daythat I thought myaelf dismiseed from the gervice on Col, Swmellwood!?
beinz favoured vefore me, Jhat made the case in puint as the dispute
in rank bet een u determined by the Jden'l himpelf :n @y favour, The
preference was, as in Jen'l Joouter's croe = modent hint to retire,”

This letter was written the fairgt day of Jenurry 1777. Un the third
day of January the Bettle of Frineetun wes in ite wecund dmy, Heslot's
meage? hrndful of men were then in uercer's brigree whichforeed the

left wing of Weshington's aruy in the proposod move:snt upon New
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Stony brook and were marchiing along Line qunker «oid 4nen they wuere
cuddenly varprised vy hNawiwod's Britieh regiwmcut, In lie cnsuing {ight
tuslet’ .«p siot tir.ugh the herd by o rifle vullet, wojor we Lonough
crrried tue regiment turouagh tue remaundus 0l Lue engugenent after which
it weo disennded, Col. Huslet dicd imwedlintely »nd wis Vuricd on the
battlelield at Princeton, Thrce days later uis vody . & tuiken to tue
Churchyerrd of the First Fresvyterion Coaurchh in risladulpiiel in
Jophiinston oquire, Saly drd, ledl, wiilh gresat poup fnu m.lilory
ceremony, his remsines <ere moved to vhe old rrvwo,turien Caurchyard in
Dover, belawsre, .iis home, wicre the fullowing epitaph now cilends,
CHTVEU On & slab of meriole taken from the Irendywine, The original
Philudelphia waa preserved vy being uadé one siae of tue present

towbus tone :

IN s ORY OF JCHN HAGLST, u8 Ulrs
JHO FLLL GLORLOUSLY I 1Tid BATTLE OF iALHC TON
1§ & CAUSE GF #s.31CAN 1HDJPANTHNCE
JANUARY D, I
THE JSGiRAL ASSEwbLY OF DSLAWARE OTATS Ri BubsdlNG
KIS VIRTUSS A8 A MAiN, HIS MGRITS AS A CITIZ:M
HIS BERVICHS AS 4 GOLDIR
JAVA CAUSED Tills MONUJSATAL STONKE
IN USSTL.ONY UF TikiLi RuoPaCT

U fw FLACAD OVER HIS SRAVE A VCCLALLILE

¥

Regords demeribe his interment manuged by the libernien Soclety of
Philedelphia A military escort conveyed his remaina to the Steamboet
Xent =nd tihence to Dover, The fleguof tie United Gtates was displ ed
from the Dover State ivuse &t sunrise on the ureen frum which lre et
led his regiment eo meny yeers beforc, Hon, John &, Claeyton delivered

the funeral sudross de ee ihe gloomy but etctely militery proces ion



;ﬁrching through tne strest of Do er,with drums and fluge swathed in
black crepe o hearme drewn by four black horuves wand led by & groom in 'Q¢
mourLiig. £1l re ords of this burisl nre coniplete in tue :rchives of
Dover oCtute lHouse, wide out by Cherles l, suyjuvnt, eversl letters ond
the w111 of Hosict preserved Lore meke Hil pocuw nesr 1o us &,81n.

The siudy uf uis life evokes lutense adidirativu for tuie ovrave lrishe
men, who 0 uwnhesitrtingly gave his life to Auwerice, There ia no greeiey
denth thun to have died gellsntly fighting under the binners of gJeneral
dashington for tne liberties of this country., Je view fiesletl onco again,
tall, athlctic, handsome; & men of intelligence rnd unuerstanding,
proficient in theology, medicine, &nd milit:ry tactics; gencrous,
impuleive, humoro , If he had liéed. nie name musl nuve been even more
renosned, ie as-no mean stote ﬁan, and, Judging from uis letters,
wes & +Piter f avility., He ha élready'the recosniticn of the fﬁt ;%&
Yresident Weshington, Imaygine pia fature,

His untimely death killed hi :yite, Jomime lsnlove liclleston
Brinekle,for she lived only u fe deys after iiaslet's death Four 1ittl
one ere orphaned, Joseph énd John, Mery and Ann These were put under
the guerdienship of fricn . Jo eph was rcared under the guardianship
of Homn, ¥m, Xillen, Chiefe Justige and one-time Chancellor of bel wure,
¥hen Joseph came of s e, he moved from Kent 66. and eetabliahﬁd hi elf
a o farwer in Cedar C;oek Hundred in Sussex Co le is the only man to
havg had the honor of aérving t.:ice as the Governor of Delaxarolinlall
and 1343 He ea twice, lisry Draper end iacchel Hickmi.n. (ne of H: let!
daushters, Jemi , merried Dr sunro, o skillful and learned
phy ieian of Wilmingtom Of Jemi  Munro's ¢hildren ihe only urvi or
wae re. ¥Bary boydlof Hilmington. ihe other daughter of Cols Ha let,Anmn
risd .cjor ratten but died ch.ldle & John Heolet, the other son,died
unéﬂrried and without issue,

Heelet did not leave mpny men in his regiment, Col, David Hell
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geto the credit for commnnding the celebr: $.d "Delowsre egiment” and

jusily so. sut many of Hall's men snd nine of nie officers Jere men
whom Iiralet hnd eommondzd,and vho had deecrted i aslet, digjusted and
cursrined for tae new regimont of Hell's, beiny oryrinized by Congress
sith vetter viy ond better prospects,

in order to osee liglet's regiment in true purspeciive,it is vell to
look briefly et Jelucere's sulitia during the ievolutiocn, in less thnn
& month efter tne veclarstion, lelawsre hau el il Lundred wen in the
field( usndey icelut) sho fougnt at brooklyn, vJhite ilcina, Trenton,ond
i ang -nd by April had snother regiment of like nuwber who fought
&t brendywine, Germentown, ionmouth, twice at Camden, Cowpens, Juilford,
Ninety-six and Butaw. The lutter one never laid down ites arus, although
reduccd to a corporel's guerd until Cornvallis laid down his =rme at
Yorktc .n, and Leslie evacuated Charleston, Thnere iw nct en iaportant
battle of the Revulution, except the battles of bunkur iiill esnd Yorktown
in which the Delawnre Regimente did not pesrticipste; aliuvugh seven hund
drsdD Delswrre nnd zrylend reoruait Jjoined in the picge and bettle of
Yorktoim, the decisive battle of tue asar

it the outbremk of the ar, the pupulat.un of relvsere numbered onl

37,600 yet be the <nd year of the ar, Delaware furni.hcd and eent to th
front three regiucnts,vis; Col Heslet's, Yotterson's, snd licll' jaleo a
purtisan company of Capt. Allen wclrned, luslet'scuireer ended at irince=
ton but some of his men went through to Lhe end, wnd his vreve spirit
livez on tu the énd‘of time in the valorcus paraonzlity ol ihe wman
revealed to us in the thousnt and contemplation of his life snd his

notble deede,
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A manuscript left amongz the papers of the late /illiam Mellinm,
of Baltimore, 1., states the Haslet family wns veprescnbted in
Delaware and 'arvland prior to the Revolution by threc (3) brothers,
John, Joserh and 7illiam Haslett (as the name was then apclled),
natives of the north of Ireland and of Scoteh-Irish Procbyterian stock,

another brother, James Haglett, remalned at Coleraine in Ireland,
and left two (2) sons, who about the year 1800 entered into busincss
in Baltimore, lid , a8 merchante, but finally settled st Charleston,
South Carolina

The eldest of the four brothers, John Haslett(or Hasle‘cl, a8 he
eventually wrote his name), was educated for the uinistry of the
Presbyterian Churoh, but after his immigration and settlerent in
Mispillion hundred, Kent county, Delaware, he took up the practi
of medicine. During the colonisl rs with France he commanded a
company in Colonel James Burd  2nd Pennsylvania Battalion in the
expedition against Fort Duque in 1758 and *'9., (Jee Yenna State
Arehives, 2nd series, vole. II}.

At the outbreak of the Revolution, he accepted the commnd of
the Delaware reziment furnished by the ﬂate(upon the eall of the

ntinental Congress, being commissioned on January 19, 1776, and
remained in service till killed at the uttle of Frinccton, Janue ry
3, 1777. He & burjed in Philadelphia, but in 1841, his remains
were removed by the State of Delaware amd buried with groat cererony
on July 3 in the Presbyterian churshyard at Dover, wherc a monurknt

marks their resting place
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He married a lirs., John Brinckle {a widow, bbrn Jeminn riplleuton),

of Dover, who only survived him a Tew months, leaving £ive () minor

children to the muardianship of his former friend, illian Tillen, T8(ey

afterwards the distincuished Chancellor of Nelawara,

These dhildren in the order of birth were as follows:

1.

3e

A1
Y oe

Mary, who m a Mr. McGarmant, and dicd rricer to 1303, leaving

no 1issue.

ann, who m. (1788), Major John Patten, of the "elaware Line,

and who d prior to 1791, leaving no issuc. Fajor Patten, by

nis 2nd marriage, (%o Mps. Vincent Loclormar, born Mary {ller),
was the ancestor of the late Hon. Leonard :© ales, Judre of

the Ue 3 District Court, and of thc present I're John P. ‘ales,
of this city.

Joseph elected Governor of the State in 1810, and again in
1822, removed from Kent county at age of 21, and settled as a
farmer in Cedar Creek humdred He m. (lst) lary lraper, and
(2nd) nachel Hickman, and died June 23, 1823. Tie ls buried
in Cedar Crcek village, Sussex county. He left i:sue as
follows: (a) ann (b) John (ec) Joseph, (d) Jemima, all of
whom deceased without issue surviving

John, a phys;cian. who'Ax. unmarried,

Jemima  (b. Novs 7, 1770 w.d de July 18, 19821), vho m, (1793)

nr. Georre lonro (b Feby 22, 1780, and d. Gets 11, 1819),.

of v ilmin~ton, Del Dr. lonrc had also served as & surreon

in the Amorican army during the revolution. They lef't issue

% sons and 5 daughtera, 23 follows:

(a) Lydia Hall (b. July 26, 1794), m. in 1819, Zev. »liphalet
3ilbert, De Dap ond had issue:
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(42) arcaretta, who m. lev. Georsc Cciicill, Jre, mnd hadi
(a3) James tobbin (be 1850), m. (in 187&) 1ircboth Sgranie
(L 1853), and h.s lssued
(a4) Ilarvoaretta Gilbert (b 1876)
(b4) ilizebeth Strange (b 18780
(84) Janes “trange (b, 1830)
{(d4) ceorse, (b 1882)
(e4) Mary Numan (b. 1884)
(f4) tHobert Stranme (b. 1886)
(z4) “:inerva nuffin (b. 1888)
(83) Margaretta (be. 1852), d. unmarricd.
(c3) Ceorre Ray Wno m  Julia Marlin und hid issue:
(h4) Marlin, (14) Ceorpse, (k4) 'innic +nd (14) Marmaretta
Gilbert (d.)
(b2) Ellen (Mary) who m ¥illismm Graham cnd the both d
(No iesue surviving )
(e2) Susan (Monro) vho m, Rev John Asnew Crawford (b 13272)
and has issue:
Three (3) daushters and one (1) son.
Haslet Wylie {b. Auze. 22, 1363)
(ar) Sarah, who m. k. Andersone
(e2) Georse Gilbert (d. 1861)
(b) Haslet (b, April 5, 1796, d. lov. 17, 1798)
{¢c) Mary inn (b MNov. 27, 1798) me Th .+ J Boyd, of
#ilmin~ton, Del and had issue:
(a) Mary Stanley (bl) Harriet tlonro.
(¢19 Ceorge Tonro (d4l) William Stanley am {6l) Thom.s

Jesp 811 of whom & unmarried,



(d) Ceorze (b. May 14, 1801, d. 18B03)
(e) Jane Mall, (b Aug 20, 1303, d. 0ct, 29, 1514)
(f) ©seorme 24, (be Oct. 4, 1805, d unrarried.)
{g) Margaretta (b Dec, £, 1207}, me Ur. 1. Durrnch, and
had issue:?
(fl) Dr George iomro Darrach (b, Ueb, 20, 1826.9 ‘
(gl) Dr. James Dprrach (b, Decs 28, 187 .) le m,=-=-= lorris,

and has issued, one dau. and onc sON.

{h) Susan 2 (d April 21 1810}, unm'd
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HASLET, OF DELAWARID,

A manuscript left among the prpers of the late Willlam McKim,
of Baltimore, Md., states the Haslet family was represepted in ‘
Delaware and Maryland prior to the Revolution by three {3) brothers,
John, Joseph and William Haslett (as the name was then e‘pel}.ed}, '
natives of the north of Ireland and of Scotch-Irish Prespyterian stook.

Another brother, James Haslett, remalned at Coleraine in Ireland,
and left two (2) =ons, who about the yoar 1800 entered intc business
in Baltimore, Md., 88 merchants, but finally settled at Charlesion,
South Carolina.

The eldest of the four brothers, John Haslett{or Haslet., as he
eventually wrote his name), was educated for the ministry of the
Presbyterian Chureh, but after his immigration and settlement in
Mispillion huhdred,, Kent county, Delaware, he took up the practige
of medieine, During the colonial wars with Freance he commanded a
company in Colonel James Bu:ﬁ" 2nd Peng&ylvania Battalion in the
expedition against Fort Duquesne in 1758 amd '9, (See Penna. State
Archives, 2nd series, vol. II).

At the outbfeak of the Revolution, he accepted the commnd of
the Delaware regiment furnished by the ssate{upoh the oall of the
Gontinental Congress, being commissioned on January 19, 1776, and'
remained in service till killed at the battle of Princeton, January
3, 1777, He was buried in Philadelphia, but in 1841, his remains
were removed by the State of Delaware and buried with great ceremony
on July 3 m the Presbyterian churchyard at Dover, whers a monument
marks their resting place,
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He married a Mrs. John Brinckle (a widow, born Jemime Molleston),

of Dover, who only survived him a few months, leaving five (5) minpor

children to the gnardianahlp of his former friend, Willlam Killen, Esq.,

afterwards the distinguished Chancellor of Delaware,

These &hiléren in the order of birth were as follows:

1.

2e

e

é.
Se

Mary, who m. a Hr. McGarmant, and died prior to 1803, 1eav1ngv
no issue,

ann, who m, (1788), Major John Patten, of the Delaware Line,
and.iholﬁ. prior to 1791, leaving no 1issues Major Patten, by
his»zpd ﬁarriage; {to Ere. Vinecent Lockeremn, born Mary Miller}),
was the ancestor of the latg Hon. Leonard K. ¥ales, Judge of

the Ue Ss District Court, and of the present Dr, John P, "ales,
of this city.

Joseph elgcted Governor of the State in 1810, and again in

1822, removed from Kent county at age of 21, and settled as a
farmer in Cedar Creek hunired., He m, {lst) Mary Draper, amd
(2nd) Rachel Hickman, and died June aa.vlaas. He iskburied
;n Cedar Creek vi}l&ge, Sussex county. He left issue as
follows: {a) Ann, (b} John, (c) Joseph, (4) Jemima, all of -
wvhom deceased aithout issue surviving.

John, & physician, who Ai, unmarr&ed.

Jemima, (b. Nove 7, 1775 qnd de July 16, 1821), who me (1793)
Dr. George Monro (b. Febye. 22, 1760, and d. Oot. 11, 1819),

of Wilmingtén. Dele. Dre. Honro had also served as é surgeon
in the American army during the revolution. They left issue
3 sons and 5 daughters, as follows:

{a) Lydia Hall (b, July 26, 1794), m. in 1819, Rev. Hliphalet

We Gilbert, Ds De, &nd had issue:
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_(az) Margaretta, who m. Rev. George MeNeill, Jr., and had:
(a3) James Dobbin (be 1850, me (in 1878} Llizabeth Strance
(b, 1853), and hes msuei '
(a4) Margaretta Gilbert (b. 187'6)
(b4) Elizabeth Strange (b. 18780
() Jemes Strange (b. 1880)
(a4) George; (b, 1882) |
' {e4) Mary Human (bs 1884)
(f4) Robert Strange {(b. 1886)
(g4) Ninerva Tuffin {b. 1888)
(B3) Margaretta (bs 1852), d. unmarried,
(63) CGeorge Re, #ho m, Julia ¥arlin and hed issue: .
(h4¢)} Marlin, (i4) Georze, (k4) Yinnie and{1l4) Margaretta
Gilbert (d.)
{b2) Ellen (Mary) who m. Willism Grehem and the both 4,
(No issue surviving.)
(e2) Susan (Monro)} vho m. Reve John Agnew Crawford (b, 1822)
and has issue:
Three (3} daughters and one (1) son. .
Haslet ¥Wylie (b. Aug. 22, 1865)
(d2) sSarsh, who m. E¢ Anderson,
{(e2) George Gilbert (d. 1881)
(v) Haslet (b, April 5, 1796, d., Nov. 17, 1798)
{(¢) Mary Ann (b. Nov. 27, 1798) m. Thome J. Boyd, of
¥ilminston, Del., and had issue:
(a) Mary Stanley (bl) Harriet Monro.
(0c1¢ George tonro {d4l) William Stanley aml (el) Thomes

Jep 81l of whom d, unmarried,
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COLONEL JOHN HASLET

. Joln Haslet, son of Joseph and Ann (Dykes) Haslet, was
born in Ulster, Ireland, probably at Coleraine between 1727 and
1735. He was ordained a Presbyterian minister at Bally Kelly,
County Derry, Ireland, in 1753. Shortly afterward he emigrated to
America, for in 1758 he held a Captain's commission in James Burd's
2nd Pennsylvania Battalion, which saw service at Fort Duquesne. The
first evidence of his presence in Delaware is a letter datelined New
Castle, May 15, 1759. By 1764, he was praéticing medicine in Kent
County. About 1765 he was married there to Jemima, the daughter of
Henry Molleston and widow of John Brinckle. He appears to have been
active in public affairs, for he was Colonel of one of Kent County!'s
two militia companies, and is said to have been elected several
times to the Assembly in the period just prior to the Revolution,
years for which no legislative Journals have survived.

On January 19, 1776, John Haslet, Esquire, upon the

nomination of the Three Lower Counties on Delaware, was chosen by
the Corjtinental Congress to be Colonel of the batﬁalion to»be raised
in those Counties. When the troops had been rQEEEE “gﬁg.ggégitted,A
and had seen some home defense duty, especially in Sussex County, the
battalion proceeded to Wilmington in mid-July, 1776, then to Philadel-
phia on August 3. On August 8 they were detailed for the attempted
defense of New York, which they reached via Amboy, New Jersey.
Although the Delaware men served gallantly at Long Island, Haslet
himself was on detached duty on the day of the battle. He took a

prominent part in a skirmish near Mamaroneck, and the ensuing battle

at White Plains in October, in the retreat across New Jersey, and in



the attack on Trenton on Christmas night, 1776.

By the close of the year, the Delaware contingent had been
decimated by terminations of enlistment, recruiting cadres, deser-
tions and casualties until it numbered only Colonel Haslet himself,
three officers and two privates. On January 3, 1777, in an early
phase of the action at Princeton, he was killed while trying to
rally the troops of an officer who had fallen. At that time he had
Jjust been appointed Colonel of the new regiment of Delaware Contin-
entals then being recruited, a command later assigned to Colonel
David Hall.

Jolm Haslet's body was taken to Philadelphia for burial in
the churchyard of First Presbyterian Church, where his tomb was
suitably marked in 1783 by action of Delaware's General Assembly.

In 1841 it was brought to Dover with elaborate ceremonies and
reinterred in the churchyard of the Presbyterian Church, now adjacent
to the State Museum.

Colonel Haslet was briefly survived by his widow. He left
five children, Joseph, John, Jemima, Mary and Ann, to the guardian-
ship of William Killen. One of his sons, Joseph, was Governor of
Delaware for the full term 1811-1814, and was beginning a then-
unprecedented second elective term at the time of his death in

June, 1823.
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Captain John Haslet,

He gave his life in the battle at Princeton, Jany. 3, 1777, amd
his memory is endeared to the hearts of all lovers of our country and
who have its glory & prosperity at heart, For this reason, Wé propos»
to take a brief glance at his caresr in the Colonisl and Revoluticnary
history of our country., His name first occurs in the service of the
Province of Pennsylvania in what 1s usually designated “The Frensh amd
Indian ¥ar.” There were three Battalions, of Sixteen Captains in
each., Hae was the l4th Captain in the 24 Battalione Commanded by
Col. Jemes Burd.

In the year 1758 the expedition against Fort Eﬁaqueaie, now
Pittsburgh, was undertaken, and the 24 Buttaliorg Joined the British
‘army at Carlisle.” This Battalion was encamped at Shippe:%n‘g; at
Chamber's, about eleven miles fron snippensbnrg; mrcl;a& to Fort
Louden, The amy was attacked at Ligionier by a body of French and
];ndians. On Nov., 25 this year, "The Army took poesession of Fort
Duguesne, under the command of GCen. Forbesy a poor emaciated old man,
who, for the most part of our march was obliged to be carried in a
horse litter.” [Miles manuscript.]

Capt. John Haslett, April 28, 1758,
Lieut, William Clinton, April 28, 1738.
Ensigr. Robert Bines, April 28, 1758,
[Pae« Arch., 5th Series, Vol. 1, pp. 128, 183]

An acct, of Capte John Hasslet*s Company the last part Maey 2lat, 1758,
[Neme, date of emlistment, where born, age, trade amd remrks,]
Name of 53 privates.

[Pa. Arch., S5th Series, Vol. 1, pp. 148]
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Stationed at Chestnut Level, Lancaster County, 15 miles from
Philadelphia, Pa, ‘ ’
Philadelphia, May, 1758, Joseph Shippen, Jrs.,
| Brigade Major.
[Pa, Arch, 5th Series, Vol. 1, p. 174]

ns 1ist of Officers who served in the Pennsylvania Reg't, of 3 Battl'ms,
Ae De 1958 & '59, with thelr ranks they were promoted to after that

time."
[officers' names and number of lotts to each]

Capt. John Haslet, 3.
EP&O Arch, 5th SBT’.BB‘» Vol. 1. Pe 2“-]

wa List of Officers of the New levies & the dates of their Commissionge=
1759’0"

Capt.~ John Haslet, April 24, 1759.
Liesut.= David MeCay, April 30, 1759.
Ensign- Alex, McDowell, April 23, 17596,
(John Heslst was Npe 4 in 1ist of Captains,)
[Pa. Aprch. 5th Series, Vol. 1, p. 295.]

"A List of Recruits enlisted by Capt-John Haslet, May 20, 1759,"
[Neme, age, where bom, date of enlistment and occupations]
£ Sergeants, 2 Corporals, 1 Drummer, and 45 privates.
[Pa. Arch, 5th Series, Vol. 1, page 285}




A tract or parcel of land situated in Mispillion Hundred, Kent%
County aforesaid, Beginning at a Comer Post staniing on the South 8ide
of the Road Leading from mspillion forrest to the Eew marf or landing
on Mispillion cmﬁﬁiﬁgﬁﬂmg tract "Pairfield®- containing 128 acres,
being part of s larger tract called "Longfisld"e

Consideration 2178 = £ = 0, [Deed Book R=1=107]

March 24, 1767. John Haslet of Mispillion Hundred in the County of Kent
on Delawarse, Practitioner in Fhysic, purchased from the London Conmpany,
250 acres strict measure, in Mispillion Hundred, adjoining tracts
Improvement, Fairfield, Bridge Town, and Swan Creek,

Consideration £242 « 14 « 2, {[Deed Book R=l=171,]

John Haslet, Practitioner in Physic, and Jemima his wife,{nee Mollseston),
on Aug. 6, 17798, reconveyed to John Revell three parcels of land, aggre-
gating 774 acres, more or less, situated on the lorth side of Mispillion
Creek, in Mispillion Neck and Hundred.

Consideration 21074 - 8 = 0, [Deed Book We=l=60.]

Auge 6, 1776, Col. John Haslet of Mispillion Hundred, made his Last Will
and Testament, naming his wife Jemima, and five children, viz: a_’oseph,
John, Mary, Ann, and Jamim-. He was killed at the Battle of Princeton,
Jany. 3, 1777, His will was probated March 6, 1777, His widow Jesima
survived him only a short time, Ietters of Aﬁiniatmtion on her estate
being granted tc Hon. ¥m. Killen, March 14, 1777,
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