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Agne L-Ou Selby Morris 
DAGSBORO - Agnes Lou Helen 

Selby Moms, 82, of Dagsboro, died 
of cardiac arrest Friday in Beebe 
Hospital, Lewes. She had been liv
ing with a granddaughter, Theresa 
Johnson. 

Mrs. Morris was a former resi
dent of Laurel. She and her late 
husband, Andrew Selby, were 
school bu contractors with the 
Laurel public school district from 
1940 until 1957. They also operated 
a general tore at Lowes Cross
roads from 1940 until 1961, and a 
concession stand at Jason Beach, 
now Trap Pond, from the late 1950s 
until the early 1960s. 

She attended Laurel Adult Day 
Care Center, and was a member of 
Ross Point AME Zion Church. 

Her first husband, Andrew Selby, 
died in 1963. Her second husband, 
Otho Morris, died in 1974. Her only 
son, Paul Selby Sr. of Laurel, died in 
January. In addition lo Mrs. John
on, she is urvived by two brothers, 

Paul Purnell of Pomona Park, Fla., 
and Harl y Purnell of Harrmglon, 
a sister, ildred E. Shelton or 
Mill boro; 16 grandchildren, 34 
great-grandchildren and seven 
great-great-grandchildren. 
' Service will be Tuesday at 
l p.m. in Ross Point AME Zion 
Church near Laurel, where friends 
may call tonight from 6 to 8. Burial 
will be in the adjommg church cem
terv. 
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NO SWIMMING 

Closing of Trap Pond 
ends two generations 
at favorite swim hole 

Trap Pond State Pru1< east of Laurel stood 
firmly for more than two generations as the swim
ming hole of choice for thousands of Susse• ooun

' llaru; and an equal number of campers from Macy
Wm,KF W• STA-'D I land and Pennsylvania. This 

Tllo INst .ino .,.,. week. theslate Division of 
could eta la 1n111i111 Parks and Recreation an-
&Jn'Y pllygrOUnc:I bl' nounced swimming will no 
lhe ..,,.,...,_ longer be allowed. 

Parl<s omcials allribu1e 
the decision to ongoing health and safety concerns 
that reached a critical level m 1997. That's tho ;-ear 
life guards were no longer on du))< Because the 
swimming area was often closed after heavy rains 

' due to high bacteria levels, the state eoperlenced 
difficulty attracting qualified lifeguards. It became 
a .. swim at your ov.n risk" recreation area and at
tendance dwindled. 

Trap Pond"s his tor;· as a Sussex county swbn• 
mlngrui,a reaclles bock to thedsys of ..,gregation 
when nearby Jason Beach was reserved for "col
ored on!)(" 

With emphasis today on water qualily monitor• 
illJ! and concerns owr state llabllity with un
guarded ooaches, '!'rap Pond as swimmers knew It 
Is gone. 

FortunatCly. other longume act1,·llles like boat
ing. hiking and kayaking will continue. Bui the 
swimming ban ends a grand era of famUy oullngs 
and picnics on hot July days. We hope the Division 
of Parks will al least foUow through with 11S pro
posal to Install a spray playground for the region's 
child.l'l'n. 
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The ?Demb~rs and officers of the 
Delaware State College Alumni, 
Sussex County Branch will hold 
its annual pjcnic Saturday, June 
30 at .Jason Beach. . 
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Splash pad to bring water recreation back to Trap Pond 
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Negroes 
Use Beach 
At Trap 

o White Swim 
At Headquarten 
From the Sawt"z BMrtau. 

LAUREL - Necro ch!lclre 
1wam yesterday at Trap Pond' 
1radltlooally white Headquar 
1en Bur:h. ll wu reported tha 
no whlttt swam there ye.sler 
day. 

Two carloads o! Necro youn1• 
,teu from Sealo1'11 went to the 
br:ach where a group or )'Oun 
Negroes wu turned away from 
a Red CroH 1wimmln1 dus 
)!onday. 

About 20 •l~er NeJro chi!• 
dren yesterday rtcelved awim
mmg lwons at Jason Beach, 
the .'legro bH<b about I mile 
acros.s the pond from Head
quarler,. J. .\lll(on Moyer ol 
Dagsboro was the Red Cro11 
Jnstructor. 

Charles E. Bro)ldon, a Se■-
lord Jayce,, playeround ln
.dructor who wa.! wilb the 
you ogJtu1 at Headquarters 
Beach, wu uked ii their visit 
was an integration tesL 

"They Ju,t decided to come 
down lo lake .1. swim."' Brogdon 
uid. 

Swlmmiog lessons have been 
canceled al Headquarter!, 1c
rordlnr la Sylvan Silver, .slate 
Red Cross publlcily director. I 

liver uld the part, com, 
mission made the decis:urn. 
Peter Geldof Jr., slate park. 
superintendent. said he only ad 
vi,ed Moyer lo cancel lb• claS5, • 



The News Journal (Wilmington, Delaware) ·  17 Jul 1953, Fri ·  Page 10
Downloaded on Jan 17, 2023

"Outing for the Aged" Clipped By:

DelawarePublicArchives
Tue, Jan 17, 2023

Copyright © 2023 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

Newspapers
by ~ ancestry· 

Newspaper~TM 



The News Journal (Wilmington, Delaware) ·  2 Sep 2007, Sun ·  Page 11
Downloaded on Jan 17, 2023

"Sands: Segregated Beaches Made Good Places for Revivals, 'Frolics'"
DelawarePublicArchives

Copyright © 2023 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

Newspape~~r 
by ~ ancestry 



1 

l'!t'~ -~-DELAWARE 
PUBLIC ARCHIVES 

121 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. N I Dover, DE 19901 I (302) 744-5000 

Historical Marker Application 

Proposed Marker Information (required info is in red) 

Suggested Marker Topic: Date of Application: .-104_/_13_/_20_2_1 ___ _, 

rason Beach- Trap Pond State Park 

Preferred Location (Please provide the exact address or GPS Coordinates) : 

138.52519, -75.47148 

Town: _IL_au_r_el ____________ _ 

The reason this location was chosen: 
The historic location of Jason Beach. A public parking 

!area will make the sign easily accesible for viewing by 

the public. 

County: §ussex County 

Property Information 

Public or Private Property: 

!Public Property 

Owner's Permission (if private): 

Your Contact Information 

Full Name: 

IChase Cline 

Email Address: 

ltrappondpartners@gmail.com 

Street Address: 
133587 Bald Cypress Lane 

Phone Number: 

1302-864-5555 

Organization (if applicable): 

1Trap Pond Partners I President 

[3 

l 

City: ~IL_a_u_re_1 ____________ ~ State: .... I D_E _ _. Zipcode: ... 11_9_9_56 __ __. 

Please complete both sections fou nd on Page 2 of th is application before submitting. 

Jncomolete aoolications will not be reviewed or considered. .. .. . 
Funding Statement 

Historical markers are funded on an individual basis by local legislators. Financial support 

must be obtained from a local Senator or Representative after the marker application has been 

approved by the Delaware Public Archives. Once support is gained, the legislator will notify 

the Archives and we will move forward with the production of a marker. 

Date Received: 

DPA Office Use Only 
I ..... t/~1/~/....,.., / ....... ;1-a2- (--~1 Approved by: wz 

Date Approved: Is /111/4)1 I 
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l'!t'~ -~--DELAWARE 
PUBLIC ARCH IVES 

121 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. N I Dover, DE 19901 I (302) 744-5000 

Historical Marker Application Supplemental Information 

Please include or attach the following information 

l . Statement of Significance 
On an attached sheet or document or in the text box below, please explain in a thorough 

but concise typed statement why the proposed subject is important and why it should be 

commemorated with a marker. Please refer to the guideline and criteria when writing your 

statement. 
Jason Beach, located at Trap Pond State Park in Laurel, Delaware was named for Dr. William C Jason 

(1859-1941), longtime president of Delaware State College (now Delaware State University). 

Prior to 1963, Jason Beach was a segregated swimming and recreaton area within Trap Pond State Park. Jason 

Beach was used for African Americans, while Headquarters Beach on the other side of the pond was used by 

White visitors. 

In July of 1963, three bus loads of African American children were turned away from Headquarters Beach. This 

event precipitated outcry from the Red Cross, the NAACP, and the public. This event forced the State Park 

Commision to directly address both official and non-official segregation policies. 

2. Background Information 
On an attached sheet or document or in the text box below, please provide a typed list of 

relevant facts, notes, and/or information pertaining to the proposed marker subject. Please 

include citations to the resources you used to research this topic. This information will be 

helpful in researching and writing the marker text. Please note: DPA staff will edit proposed 

marker text to conform to research and format standards, including space limitations. 

See Attached. 

Delaware State Park History- Trap Pond the Proving Ground- Jason Beach. 

Save & Email, Print, or Clear this form: 

I Savefor Email I ___ P_n_·nt __ ...,I _I __ c_1e_a_r __ 

Date Revised: 05/2019 
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April 15, 2021 

State of Delaware 
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control 

Delaware Di\ision of Parks and Recreation 
89 Kings Highway 

Dover, Delaware 19901 

Delaware Public Archives 

Re: Historic Marker- Jason Beach, Trap Pond State Park 

Dear Madam/Sir, 

I would like to offer my recommendation and support of application for a historic marker 
by the Trap Pond Partners. 

The site of Jason Beach, now known as Cypress Point, in Trap Pond State Park holds 
significant relevance relating to the civil rights movement, state parks history, and Dr. 
William C. Jason, champion of educational equity in Delaware. 

The Delaware Division of State Parks, Trap Pond State Park, and members of the local 
community are in full support of the marker commemorating Jason Beach and the 
pivotal event that took place in July 1963. 

Please feel free to contact me directly with any questions on our support of the marker. 

Sincerely, 

Michaeli a F. Jones 
Park Superintendent 
Trap Pond State Park 
(302) 875-5153 
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