
WHERE;AS, Th.a Trustees of Ueo.l's School :District, N"o. 69, Sussex County, 
dii on Docembor 5, 1927, gr~nt their consent for tho trn.nsfcr of the property 
belonging to the following persons, to wit: J. R. Cono.vmy, w .• T. Mb.rvel, 
C" H. Marvel, Cho.s. He Coulbourn, Joo lJ. !>i.ckison, w. M. Tull, Role,nd C.Wright, 
Clc.rcnce c. Wiley, w. D. Stevens, Louis c. King, George w. Boildcn, c. \I, & 
Kn.tie Marvel, Harry Coulbourne Md. Victor J;.. Moore, situD,ted in Noal •s School 
District, afores~id, to the Se~ford Special School District; end 

YlHEBF.AS, The Trustees of tho a:f'or~sa.icl Net:i.l's School :.1istrict, !Io. 69, clid 
under date of August 29, 1927, by resolution grruit permission for the tro.nsfer 
of the property in the said Neo.l'a ~istrict belonging to LeRoy B. end Victor E. 
Hurley, of Soc.ford, to the Sea.ford Sp<;ieial School :Jistrict; c.nd 

\"/HERE.b.S, The Trustees of the so.id Nen.1.'s Jis.trict did on August 29, 1927, 
by resolution gro.nt their permission for the tro.nsfer of the property of Uillirun 
L. Barnes, situ~ted in Neal's ~istrict, uforesaid, to tho So~ford Special School 
:J istrict; n.nd 

WHERE.ll.S, The said Trustees of Neal's ~iatrict did on ~1J.€USt 29, 1927, by 
resolution grant permissioµ for the transfer of tho Ross f~rm, situ,c.ted in the 
sn.iq. lfon.1 1 s :District to the Seaford Special School :>istrict; c.nd 

WHERE.i\S, The Trustees of Wa.iny1right' s School District, No~ 10~, Sussex 
County, did by resolution under date of $eptorober 5, 1927, gro.nt their permissioi: 
for the transfer of the properties of w. M. L~nkford and G. o. Lankford, situ.a.to~ 
in Wo.im7right's Jistrict, aforasaid, on the north side of tho Stein Highvmy, to 
the Seaford Special School ~istrict; a.nd 

WHEREAS, The Trnstees of Neal's School Tiistrict, No. 69, did by resolution 
under d~te of September 5, 1927, grant permission for the tr~sfer of tho prop
erty Of Dr. W. F. Hoiines, situ~tcd in the so.id Uc1:1.l's Jistrict, to the So.:i.ford. 
Special School ~istrict; and 

WHEREAS, The Board of Education of the Seaford Spoci~l School pistrict h~s 
by resolutions under various d~tes granted their permission for the tr8.llsfor 
of a].l of the c.foresaid. properties into the Sor.ford Spccinl School :District; Ln1 

WH~REAS, The fol).owi.ng descriptive boundnry includes ~11 of tho ~foresaid 
proporites to wit: "'13eginning at a point on the St.:i.tc Rol:'.d leading north f:ro m 
Se~ford to Bridgeville, where thnt rend crosses Herrin BrD.nch; thence in a ~ost
erly direction following Herrin Branch to tne point v1b.ero the Er.st-west roo.d 
running in front of the B. F, Gordy old ll,>mestea4; thonce en.st ~long that roe.d. 
approz:i.mately 75 yards to the turn in the roe.cl and continuing on east cbout 20 
rods to a ditch; thence along th~t ditq~ in a northerly cirection npproximately 
100 rods (this d.itch forming east boundary of tho B. L. ~in.rel ferro) to the u. :r;. 
corner of the B. L. Wr-.rd fo.rm; thence in a westerly direction along :northern 
boundary of the B. L. \in.rd fnrm to the Peru~~. R. n. ; thence in a southerly dir
ection along the railroad to the dirt road which crosses tho rc..ilron.d; thence 
approximately 20 rods c,long that dirt ron.d. in c.. westerly C.irection; thence in c. 
s. \l. direction in a stro.ight line meeting the north-south Uosley road r.t a 
point east of the Wm. Rogers fc.rm ho~se which is on the west side of the Weslc}
r oo.d ; thence north approximately 1/4 mile to N. E. corner of the Schock siste~s i 
f a rm; thence west about 1/2 mile t o N. v. corner of Boyce fc.rm; thence north i 
mile to N. E. corner of Andrew JonQs' ·'iann; thence west r.bout l mile ~long the 
northern border of the Andrew Jones and Harry Brown f~rms to the e~st border of 
thew. J. Hitchens farm; thence north to the N. E. corner of so.id Hitchens farm ; 



-thence west a.long the north lino of the Hitchens fa.rm to the roe.cl; thence sou~;L 
c..long the west bounda.ry of tho Yl. J. Hitchens, the 1.chy, c.nc. the C. Friedel 
farms to a. point a.bout 1/8 mile north of Uco.l 's School; thence c.pproximc.tely. 
~a.st to the strip of timber lo.nd ovmed by Jo.mes Friedel; thence south a.long the 
west border of said strip of Friedel timber for ~pproximc,tely 1 mile; thence 
across Cha.pal Brc..nch ~bout 1/8 mile e~st of so.id Bro.nch; thence inc. southern 
direction to the north bound~ry of the old Flowers ~istrict; a.lso one f~rm 
'- Wllod. by Mrs. Pusey, is to be sot in, st.id fa.rm joins the :Dr. Hc.ip.os fu.rm on th., 
:t:~~th; the Dr. Ho.inos farm borders on tho north side of tho Stein Highwo.y n.nd 
lios immodi0,tely west of the north-south roe.cl from st~ Highwo..y to Nool 's Schoc 
tho q. 0,11d s. R.R. runs through the Dr. Ha.ines fo.rm; theref ore be it 

RESOLVED, Thn.t the boundc..ry o.s described o.bove bo c..nd the srnne is herepy 
•::1..ocln.rcd by tho Stl'..to J3oo.rd of Educo.tion to be r. portion of the north n.nd west 
1Joundn.ry of the o.foroso.id Son.ford Spccin.l School :Jistrict. 

'i/BEBEJ~S, The school in Flowers· I;istrict, No. 169, Sussex county, wn.s 
under dn.tc of June 17, 1927, closed bec~use its n.vorcge dn.ily n.ttendo.nce fell 
below 12 during the previous three ye~rs; n.nd 

YJHEEEAS, The children of the snid nistrict ho.vc during the po.st yenr 
been o.ttending the school in the Son.ford Speci~l School ~istrict; a.nd 

wRElIBAS, Th0 nttendn.nce in Ellis School ~istrict, No, 68, Sussex County 
has for the po.st three ycnrs fallen below 12; and 

1JHEI!ELS, The n.ttendnnce in \7oodlcmd School ~)istrict, No~ ~29, Sussex 
County, during the po.st three yea.rs hn.s fru lcn below 12; theref ore be it 

RESOLVETI, Tl:w,t Flowers :)istrict, No. 169, Ellis Schoo::J.. :Jis.trict, No.68 
ruld Woodlo.n.d School Jistrict, No. 229, be ruid tho same ~re hereby consoiidatcd 
with the Seo.ford Speci~l School ~istrict, with the un::..orsto.ncling that the jllis 
School shall bo closed for the coming year v.nd that the childron in the said 
~llis ~istrict shc..11 be permitted to r.ttcnd the school thnt is most convenient 
to them, c..nd with the further understn.nding th[',t tho \loocllc1n.t School shall con
tinue for the coming school year 1928-29 in the srunc !Ill1nner ~s to supervision 
a.nd rmintenance ~s the so.rne was II1D.intaincd for the year 1927-28. 

YiRERE.iJ3, The voters of' Tulls School :Jistrict, No. 177, Sussex County, 
o.t o. referendum election on 1,fu.rch 3, 1928, votec. in f::wor of consolidating with· .. 
the Seaford Specin.l School ~istrict; ~nd 

WHERE..\S, Tho Soc.ford Srecial School ~istrict ~t ~ referendum election 
held on 1'.~.rch 3, 1928, voted in fo.vor of consolid.o.tir1G with the so.id Tulls 
~istrict; therefore be it 

IlESOLVED, Thc..t the consolid~tion of the s~id Tu.ll's School District, 
No. 166 ~nd Sen.ford Spoci~l School ~istrict, be end the sr..ine is hsreby mD,de, 
with the undcrsto.nding that tho school in the s~id. Tull's School ~istrict sh~ll 
be supervised 11nd maintr.incd for the yeo.r 1928-29 in tho sr~me nk7.nner as the s31::E:; 
Wl'..s supervised and mo.intcincd for the year 1927-28; and be it further 

RESOLVE.:TJ, Th~t the Sto.to Boo.rd of Education hereby appoints for the 
Seaford Special School ~istrict ['.S modified by the cbovc resolutions the fol
lowing persons who she.11 serve c.s members of tho 3o.'.:.rd of Ea.ucation of the nev1:;.J, 
defined' Spech:.l School :;istrict, to wit: 

C. i"i. Robinson, 
H. M. 3ell, 
E~ ll. Simon, 

who sh..~11 serve ~s such until June 30, 1929; ruid be it further 

RESOLVED, Th..".t n copy of these resolutions be forwo.rd.cd to the Truster ·, 
of all of the Districts mentioned herein. 

June 28, 1928. 
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;ifr. Holleton, 1'il.aon 
Attorney-t)t~w 
Georgetjfi,1, 'i Dela war~ 

( 

Dear ar. VJ,i l101u 

.. -! 

September 2J, 1938 

' I 
·~ply t.J • ,,1ur l.ett.er of Set->t.eiaber 20 regardh1g the geogra::,aical 

confines :,_ .,' e Seafor(i .Si)eo,ia,.L Sob ol District, I regret very much tr.at we 

\ 

can b~ of little fl.Hi~t.anoe to you.. '?he D1at.rict it..,,,elf dous cover mucn more 
territory than t:0. town ot 8eafo~d, as ~ill be seen at a glance ut. t:,e enclosed 

I regret 'v,ery ausch that the boundaries of the Sea.ford Special District 
t oo:uplsta on t4is map, aimpl;; because, aft<:Jr 11ou,::-s o.,_ seurci:iing, we cannot 
the boundarie• from t.he deacriptiions given in ""1a reco1·da, (Thie map wa1 

in 1868) 
I aa giv1~ you below t.he list or· tnt:1 di$l,ricts which have baen 

t •i',th t~ Seaford Special School District, with references 1m,1cating 
_ a in the Le~J' Cow-t and,, Lagislar.ive records showing changes in the 
, s: 

o Sefl!'orl\i Diat. #70 and 102 
'■, 01 ~. '/l, Vol. l.8,. pages 624 and 625, Vol, 20, page 40, Vol.20,pur;e 34* 

. o n's, " ' , !.,ev,1 C?ur·t Reoo:r-ds, 1868, .u::.,kinL, f,16 Vol, 19, plige 741 
Walbt. , 1 l.873, m:tkine J #172, Blades, not consol,witll ,;,.e:.1ord 

e l , Vol.20, page J4, creation of 1/138} (Bridzeville)* 
F • f& , Cr~ated\18681 
Tull' , CreQt&d :l.S7 , from Diet. yl 
Ellie1 , See l868•cr , ion 0f. #l58 ) ,,. 
Woodland "129, No record 01 bound..:.ries, bat co~soJ.idateu with \,rd 
Neal• a ,, ~, , Part tru~en io,, Flo.-.ers Dist., also consol, with .:>e:,.'.:'ord 
Ra lin1 ''5:.> , Divided as ..,er attacbed re::io.lut.ion 

, • s~1·i 1,'o:n of OOiJJl, ry encloaed) 
"""'"'''"~;.- ( cons9 . 1i vt • t 1.tdJgev t:lef 

1 N , co 1. ~'ritll ~urel 
on ol. Seaford (1'1ainr.wcl.gnts 

58 

Dist.. hau 11 ,t been conaolid[iced .vi tl1 Seaford-,,-colored in 
tu color the whole .Seaford .;1.:1ecial DLt.l:-1 .;tellow, und 

er ,, ,~ a r 

d 
nwrig t's Dist. #109 i~ the onJ.<i,nijietitiC~elfl&i::. dn oatbwe~~ rwound 

~!t~r~~e'r~u!dRP!~ivec1t0 MPh_you. 
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ffistoric school may 
move from park site 
Century-old school was 
moved there in the 1930s 

DELAWARE BACKSTORY 
ROBIN BROWN 

After standing nearly a century near 
Seaford, a new fate is to be decided for 
the former Woodland School House - and 
that may include a new location. 

And Sussex County officials want 
area residents to have their say and 
share their ideas. 

They have scheduled a public meet
ing for 6 p.m. Thursday, June 4, at Woodland United 
Methodist Church at 5123 Woodland Church Road near 
Seaford. 

The school southwest of Seaford served as the cen
ter of education in the tiny Nanticoke River village of 
Woodland during the early 20th century, Sussex County 
spokesman Chip Guy said. 

The building is on the former grounds of the former 
Woodland Park Golf Course - a public course that had 
nine holes over 2,567 yards with 48 par. Designed, 
owned and managed by the late Skip Gardener, the 
course opened in 1994. 

The county purchased the property in 2010 for 
$580,000, planning to use part of it to store dredged ma
terial and the rest as a park, County Engineer Michael 
Izzo said. Sadly, he said, Gardener died of cancer before 
the project was completed. 

"Everybody loved him," Izzo said, " ... so we're going 
to have a memorial to Skip out there on the site." 

The county plans to create a low-impact park with 
some nature trails, but with no ball fields, equipment or 
active recreation, Guy said. The Woodland Park project 
is scheduled for summer construction. 

The meeting was set to gather community feedback 
on how the former school building may be best put to 
use as the site is redeveloped into a park, Guy said. That 
could include moving the building, he said. 

At the meeting, county officials will give an update 
about the park plans, detail the old school's history and 
talk about the site acquisition. 

The project started more than a decade ago, tied in to 
maintenance of the Nanticoke River. 

As the federal government's local partner on the pro
ject, the county had to provide a site where dredged ma
terial from the river - last dredged in 1990 - could be 
put, Izzo said. The 41-acre golf course site was pur
chased in May 2010, for that purpose, Izzo said, and "the 
plan was always to put the dredge site at the back and 

COURTESY SUSSEX COUNTY 

The fate of the historic Woodland School House is to be 
decided by Sussex County, which is planning a low-impact 
park for the former golf course site where the century-old 
school was moved in the 1930s. 

See more of robin brown's Delaware Backstory 
columns at Delawareonline.com/backstory. 

organization, the state Department of Natural Re
sources and Environmental Control, the city of Sea
ford and area residents, Izzo said. 

Overwhelmingly, the preference was for creation 
of a passive park with a trails-and-natural-wildlife set
ting, suitable for walking and bicycling, he said. 

"It's an area that has a lot of natural resources, so I 
think people are looking for those types of activities in 
that area." said Izzo, who expects the park will serve 
all of western Sussex County. 

County historian Dan Parsons said the expectation 
is for the school building to be moved, because if it re
mained in the parkland, which would not have on-site 
supervision on a daily basis, the structure would be an 
attractive target for vandalism. 

"It's an area that has a lot of natural resources, so I 
If the school is moved, 

it won't be the first time. 
The one-room school, 

roughly 15 by 20 feet, was 
built about 1911 for Wood
land-area children, he 
said. Last used as a school 
in the early 1930s, it was 
moved from a parcel of 
land about four parcels 
away, toward the Wood
land area, to the park site 
shortly thereafter, Par-

think people are looking for those types of activities in 

that area." 

MICHAEL IZZO 

Sussex County Engineer 

use the front for a park." 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in late January 

2013 began dredging the river's channel, from near the 
Maryland-Delaware state line east to the drawbridge at 
Seaford-Blades, he said. 

The dredging, in planning over 10 years, restored the 
navigable depth of the channel to 12 feet, which the 
county said ensured safe passage for barges that had to 
limit their loads before the dredging to ensure they 
could travel the waterway. 

The dredging pulled more than 86,000 cubic yards of 
silt and sand from the riverbed. The material was 
placed on the back half of the former golf course, leav
ing 20 acres for the park, Izzo said. 

The county already collected public input about 
what to do with the parkland with a working group that 
included representatives of a Nanticoke conservancy 

sons said. 
There, the one-story wooden building was put on 

the remaining foundation of a former mansion house 
from the 1800s, he said. A shed dormer was added, 
along with an addition on the back of the building. 

The school's orientation also was changed, Parsons 
said, adding, "the front of the school is actually the 
south side." 

The county administration - expecting to offer the 
building free to a good home - hopes the building can 
find reuse for historic interpretation of the area or an
other purpose that benefits the public. 

"That'd be great," Parsons said. 

Do you have a Delaware Backstory?Te11 robin brown at (302) 324-2856, 
rbrown@delawareonline.com, on Facebook, via Twitter @rbrowndelaware 

or The News Journal, Box 15505, Wi lmington, DE 19850. 
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