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~oted :o •~onete $25 each year for two years towards the expenses cf 

~~e p~~:ic library." (V=A } 

~ns cf three reporting in late 1914 tc DSLC, the Rehoboth Free Libra~y 

::~~se~ ::s borrowers a~d 540 booke and was open ta the public on 

·1:~:..1 :-sday ar::.d F:-i.day evenings 6:30 to 8. The childr·en!s lib~ary, kept 

:~ ~ne pub:i= 5chca~ . was open 3:30 co 4:30 Friday afte~noons. 

WEEN v-7.::'.I<E ADULT AND CRI.LDREN' S LIBRARIES COMBINED? OR ¼"'ERE THEY? 

:.oNG~Il,:E REH(}50TR E:ESIDE!-JTS REL--fEMBER GETTII~G B()OKS F .. S rr-rTT.DRRN AT- VI/J.~ 

ME7:f3ER HO}!ES IN THE 1920s. OR WAS IT IN THE 1930s? 

: .ib:-a.:-i.e.'2 Pc~Iers also reported tc DSLC: f'DD?:"ir-1.g tiie su~er of 1914 a 

caequerade dance was given far cbe benefit of the library and netted 

$48.:0; rental of bock~ to surn.~er visitors amounted ta $~9~9G; private 

coo~~ibations $10.00; making net receipts $78.0o.n (VIA, DSLC), 

WER:S SUJ:1.r-·~R VISITORS CHARGED PER BOOK OR FOR LIBRARY MEMBERSEI?S, 

.L:~S i~OW? EOt•l }!UCB? 

VIA met in 1914 and 1915 in ethe libraryn or nthe nuhlic library," eite 

:.:~s12.:mec.. 2:n June l915, members voted to send $25 to .J. Fred Hudson, 

"?resident of the Public Library which the Via agreed co pay £or ~hree 

7e=:-.:-s , this bei:ug tne last year." Hudson, a local plumber, is shown in 

RB=c ninuces as receiving school taxes. (VIA, RBTC) 

2.9:::.5-19~5 
By :ar2 1915, the Rehoboth Free Library h ad 600 volumes, 233 bor~owers. 

L:bre.~:.an A. Mar:l R. Ri~gin kept daily summ.e.r hours of 6:30 to 8, in 

~i~~er Fridays 7 to 8 p.m. She reported $83 ~aised during the summer. 

{~:is: .. ,:: J.,.:.tho~gh ti_e:- ~Lother, Cla.ra Rigg .i11, joined VIA the summer of 

l9j__2, M~ry Riggin's first mention 1s June 1914, as a member o f Miss 

P.::-_!".:.•a Sazze.:-d J s -:,JIA !!4th :-~.1ly Com .. tc ro.ake ar:ran.gemente for the 

-:5:e:::a~ations & Etc. 11 
(\

7 I.A.j 

i9l7-l9l8 
Librerian Mary Rigg~~ repcrte6. Rehoboth Free Library had 300 borrowers, 

ar. ~~~- {m~-;-ed 700-800 books in late 1918. [DSLC) 

1919-1920 
Miss Riggin =sported che Rehoboth Free Library had added lOO volumes :n 

~we years, for a tota l of 900. Sussex County now had 12 traveling 

:ib=a~ies, ~ased in Seaford and lending collectio~ s to Reh8both Free 

Llbra~y eGd gra~ges a~d ether public centers. (DS LC) 

1.921-1922 
:'::.e State L:bra:cy Cow.rr,ission reported no-ching fron Rehobeth Beach. 

1923--:924 
A VIA car-d pa-rty ne-:ted $75.25 fo!" the library in sum.:mer 1g23_ A check 

fc~ $100.25 was sent tc Mr. Fred Hudson and Kthe secre~ary, Miss Lida 

~indale 1
: ~ (V"IA) 

Li b =arian Clara?. H2 l ! Riggie told DSLC in l ace 1924 the lib r ary was 

sp~2 e v ery eveni~g Jun e to SePtember. one ev~ninc weekly in o cher 

z o~t~s . So~e 200 books had b~en add~d and "The ~emand for bcoKs by the 
"' . . . [ ~,, ,: : .. ~ --- t 1 : • \.,. ,... a,. 1 

s :,;.rrl.o:.er p·:=c~:e :s Jitas c g:.-acJ.fy1~g . ... l.J.G.e ._an;.ll.es ~na ~.!.Ve _.4-e.e J..-

t~~ yeer a~e fully persuaded that the Rehoboth Free Library is -- 'a 

::; ·:)l" fc:-e·ve:-: (DSI..:C) 
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\,Ji l l i a~:. S ,, Ba. e :r : s.lso the 

,::-z-_~-... -~--·,r :.-:~n-1..:.-::.:.tcc, Wt°.:.ic::t:. i.2:.c uded. l-1rs .. Jchr. L. Liitell, the PT_21 
~res~ie2:, School Supt.~- Ro and Humphreys and Miss Helen E. Gaskill, 

I~.!. C·ct~be:-., :St2.-:e 1:braria:1 Haw.1nor.:..d met witl-i a gro:1p of. ncitizens 

~~:e~es~~d i~ the possibility cf establishing a free library, receivinq 

s:ats aid." By state law, the school board had to ask the districc 

j~C:.ge -::.c e.ppc:~.~-:: e. lib:-a:-y csm_~ission. L'1.ose present: torme:r 1:1ayor 

:: ·eC1. Ross/ r,r.rs. Littell, t-f:rs .. John D. !ticCabe, Mrs. tVilliarr~ Rarr;.ilt:on: 

~-i:~. J,::il-ir_ Sal:rr 1 1'-I:- ~ Jo11.11 L€Cc.to and Col~ "Ed.gar S. Stray .er. (DCi-I) 

~n Oc~ober, the Herbert C. Crafcs a£ Bal timore bought, tc build an 

~Lciq~e s~o:e fer their daughter Naon, ~ l ac en Rehoboth Ave. which 

Miss Craf~ gave to the library 45 years l ater and ante which the new 
(DCN) 

::_942 
:t.2 : ~4 1-·942 ri-~rr -e--osrt 1·1.sted. 11iss ]:.r-- a S .. Hazz:a!:"d .:.s _..F---~ob_ot!: 

· =~ -a-i~- 3orrowers were dowu to 2~. i~c!ud1ng 15 adul~s end 10 
;_~-2"n~~--~~,~ -b:~r y~~_;n_. ~ ~~---~ _ _____ ___ vu_ been raised locally plus $200 £re~ the state 

$84.75 spe~: ~n books. Volu~es in the library: 1,450. (DSLCl 

Ic :J~r.:.e ~ fi\:·e-me:m.ber :ib:rar3r sominission v1as e.ppointed by J'"t.:.d.ge 

and 

Cb.a:-~es 5. Ricl1.ar-ds. T:b.1.ey incl1.1ded Richard C~ Greene, rrhc "v;as elected 

9resident, Mrs. Harry T. Reed vice president, Ann Hazzard secretary and 

~:s.Littell treasurer. Mrs. Baer was the fifth member. The Delaware 
Coast ?~e~7 S comrr~ented: "The need :Ear a public library has long been. 

c:xp:::-assed by :!::lath the sum.:mer group and those who make tbei r homes here 

:hraughout the year." {DCN) 

D3LC creditee donation to the library o~ second floor City Hall 
suarters at $240 and awaited $160 more in local contributions before 

s~u~d ant~ up $200 -- half the local funding -- for book purchase. 
-:c·:n!!;.en::eC. ·::he Coas-: Ne~-;s: n;"\t t!lis tirrte when lack of transportation 

3akes travel inpossibie, this long hcped far public library will fill 

=.:-~ .:. :::.::;o;:--:-~2.::.t r:eed ir:. tl1.e ccE....Bt.t:C..ity. It is hoped therefore th.a.t tl1e 

::.-esp::.:::.se £:::·o.r: ~i .,;:izens wi .ll ·:1e prorrl,pt and gene~ous .. !' (DCN) 

\l:J-_ :._~:=~il.::Jers i~--neCi.2.te.~~- plar1n.ed. a benefit, 50 cents a 

ycur a~~ ca~ts, penci~s ana scorecards . (VIA, DCN) 
::icket ar1.d 

The ~ehoto~h Library opened on Ju~y 7 at City Hall, operating from_ ~o 

4:30 p.m. each Friday, A~na Hazzard "for the present" serving as 

By August, the librery was open three days a week. 7..,...._ ......... ..;. 

Sept2~b9r a beak donation plea was ~ade and Saturday hsurs added. (JCN) 

?~:: 2~d ~i~ter hours were 2-4:30 Tuesday , Wednesday and Thursday, 10-

~acn ~~ Saturtay, with Miss Hazzard, Mrs. Carl H9nry B~schoff, Mrs. 

'li.l~~rC. Y2:-:·~e~: ar:d Mrs. Jahr: Scott McLennan. or1 duty. Mrs~ ~ittellf 

~~a h~d adva2ced the library the needed $150 in J~ne, was repaid in 

Sep::erJ.b~=:-- a~.d ~esi.gned :Eroa the Library Comxn.iss~ai-1. (DCl~f ··vrJ-1/" RBLC) 

1950 
I)SLC i.:steC, }:iss R3.zz2.rd as !2.b:r-ariar:. for the last time. lvfrs. ~o:lD. 'iiJ. 

::_,::;;-..)::::i .:s =~::ceedad ::ier __ listed bienniall:r until 1964. ·20:rrowers were ;Jp 

~2 728 ~~~~~estate was providing $300 per year for books. (DSLC) 
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RB~C ar.:.no~~r:ced appain::·m.ent of a professional librariar:, Mr5. Mar orie 
~.:.~ t--~'..!.~:- ., ·-:>1it:t: e2{tc:c:.sive Western Shore e:::{per-i.ence., and that the l brar~r 
would he open daily, i:30 to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, 7-9 p.m. 
T~~~sday end 10-noon Saturday. (DC?; last DSLC seen, 6/3C/68) 

1975??? 
~B~C op~ed LC necome an independent district library as opposed to 
=c ~n~ y -~uL or connected to the school dist~ict. 
~ 'hrar'a~; NEED CLARIFICATION) 

1982 

{ source co11r1.tJt 

At S~ate direccion, each public library bega~ preparing a two-year 
l :.~::..-~Z-}' :plan.. Goal No. 2- 0£ the Rei"1oboth Library Planning Cc!EJ.---r,.i ttee 
was "7o provide a reore adequate building for the Rehoboth Beach Public 
-' ~ra~y~ ~~ The group alsc hoped to ir1crease public hours from 25 weekl:s_-~ 

( 27 i:r.;. tb.e s:.:nune~) ts .30. ( 1982 libra:ry ?lan) 

.l.985 
~ it:r a:""y moved. to :z: or:n.er talsphcne co;i:r;.pan.y ~b11i l ding across Rehoboth i"A..ve ~ 

fro~ C~ty ~all on SO - year lease from the city at $1 a year, Capital 
campaign was run to renovate and furnish it- {RBLC) 

.:.98E 
Lot east cf the library was given to the library by Naon Juan Craft for 

- . . s reec:ng ga~aen. ~RBLC) 

1988 
Concerned about space, librery 
ca:2J:t2l ca.:mpa:gr: for expansio!l 

boerd of trustees 
on adjoining ~ots 

began. 
after 

, . 
p.!.an!l:-.ug new 

buying the 
~~o~=~~~ east of the reading garden. 

Frie~ds c= the aehoboth Beach Public Library was organized i~ 

·, CIQ? ...!..J __,_ 

Ci~y ~a~hers deeded the library buildi~g and its lot to the library in 
~~~ps~~i~y sc : ong as used for library purposes. 

-~ ~ :i :::-
__ ;. ~:- 2.!:"Y Corr~re:.ssicn .kicks sff Sl.27 m.:111on building expansiou f1.1nd 
-~::_- .:_ ,-,.=. ,;;,-r,,s 7 N fiF.'TA TT,<:: r ALSO N"\J~BER OF BOOKS r BORROWERS, ETC. 

1 
ETC 

ahd 15:56 Thu 7 Sep 



Village Improvement Association 
Cordially Invites you to join us in Celebrating 

the unveiling of a Historic Marker honoring 
the founding of the 

Rehoboth Beach Public Library 
by the VIA in 1912 

Reception at Library in the Upstairs Meeting Room 

226 Rehoboth Ave. Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 

Tuesday, September 26 at 1:00 pm 

'UnveiCing to fo{{ow 

RSVP: By September 21, 2017 to Valerie Evans, valeval@msn.com 



'Vi({aae Imyrovement .'Association 

Unveiling of a Historic Marker honoring the founding of the 

Rehoboth Beach Public Library by the VIA in 19u 

Tuesday, Seytember 26, 2017 

.'A.9entfa 
1:00 Reception in the Library Upstairs Meeting Room 

1:15 Welcoming remarks by VIA President, Rose Marie 

Patin 

1:25 Introduction of Delaware Speaker of the House, Peter 

Schwartzkopf 

1:30 Introduction of Delaware State Senator Ernesto Lopez 

1:35 Introduction of Delaware State Archives Archivist 

Stephen Marz 

1:40 President Patin Acknowledges dignitaries attending 

1:50 Exit meeting room for outside attendance at unveiling 

site 

2:05 President Patin welcomes all and aks Archivist Marz to 

proceed with the unveiling-- .. 'A[( fiands on cover 

'Post unveifing -- Wait and Pose for photographs 
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