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William Wagamon, Historian" -
Wanda Kin_li, Reporter. • 

Old-timers s.ay that BrQEid 
Street in Mi.Jt,on was once· a 
very grand street'. Its houses 
bad an eJegan.ce about the,'n, 
nd its yatds were well~tended. 
On this street Hved a very fine 
h1dy, Bertha Jachon. She Was · 
Mr. Charlie Jackson's wife, 
and she grew the most be-ati1;i-
f u I ~nd a,bundant ttellis .-uf • 
roses of any r>thcr garden,:r 
nearby. She hved to J>e ve:ry 
old;. JOO or more~ I believe, but 
ill 1972 -whe~ $he was 91 she. 
wrote the following poem 
about her church. Reynolds 
Church was, per-h·aps, -the 
church she , Utendcd • as a· . 
young • woman. fo her laHr 
years when she lived on Bro11d. 
Street; she attended the 
l-.'fethodist' Protestant · Chur,;h 
on Union s·trcet wJicre she 
t:iught • Sunday School. 

• Her poem fc;,Uows,· and one 
can sense that she f cit a grea~ 
devotion to this edifice and to' 
the . .activities tha;t occu~r,~d : 
t llere. This pi,~ce of hislotic:al 
literature was i~iveri to·.the his
t_ory co1umn by , Ethel Clifton • 

• Graham whose grandmother 
r:sed to liv_e on Broad Street. 

RE YNQLDS CHURCH 

Rey,io.'ds Church th,~ most im
-_ portani of them .~// -

No one knows , ho w m a•n y 
Preachers. responded to the 
ministerial call: , • 

The first Church bi.Ht like' the 
Mill went down in ashes 

_and :up in·smoke 
To lh,i dismay and Sorrow of 

those faith/ff co:'.lntry Jo/I<. 
On th_t Dedic_allon l)ay the ser

mon. had been 'pt:eacheq,·, the 
c,hwd ~ad gone : ' ' ' 

A few had stayed to Yisit and 
-. ~i!igerjznd. lalk, cm and on: 

Some one noliced a wisp· of 
s1:11~ke, and then a flame, 
ct1ming through the roof· ,,· 

They realized the'ir - nice, new~ 
c;~urch was in danger -for 
there was the proof. 

There wq,s-· q,'. pp'nd. full of water 
SG· close ·and so ,iear by . 

But th-ise·Jranlic, ·pe,;pltr_; had no 
.- way to use thi.r bountiful 

St,!pply ' 
Sad Ly they watched their nice 

niiw Church burn to the 
ground 



Then the}' le/I for homi! and lo 
spriad lhe sad news 

•: arou,rd. 

! respect .and admire these good 
• •• . people ·for their di•lermina

•• : tf<in and s,rong will' 
•• To put i 11 that neighbc.,rhood a 

Chu,ch a school, and a mill.
• Then they planned to ,;ulld the 

seco11d· Church, il was • buili 
• in a dif ferelit spot . • • 

.. • The first Church was· llifger and 
: : • : • nice,• buill across. the road 

. on · a corner lot 
/ · respiict -~nd· h~nor the /olb of 
• · .- -: that generation · • 

• For · ihefr great zeal rind good 
and ·StrOnK, :det~rmi.naiipn. 

To have il Church in yo11r own or 
. • ~ny • community .. 

Gives Ip that neigl,bi,rhood a 
very special dignity • 

In the Church that 1 khew there 
• was ·a picture on !.he pulpii 
.· wa/J . 

It was painted by a iocal Artist 
as I readily recall 

. Siie had painted picluriYs in local 
. ~ C:h'4rches in the c.-juntry all 

• around • ·. • • 
(,)/lie_ Atkins was her · 11ame and 

she1,.was from· the nearest 
LBi,town: · • • • 

Friendl • iii- the '· neighl,orhood 
entutaintd her. f r11e. 

. . She :: wa_s :J~ve- ~_ays :painting· it, 
· ·. and / 11tt "rollars was hir 
• fee ·:·•. • .- . 

4'rid..1hilf picJUrf;':.Jl!«{(;hed -~~~•Y 
. a sermon lq ;me • • • 
Aunt · Sallie .~ust gave tire marble 

• lop stand • • . • • 
. Ol<!. ! as~_io.1J. .o,ies. are antiques 

_now and ~'!i)' .hard to find 
·On ' ·"' rested tlte money plates 

, oc~aisu1'al(Y. a bouqi(iJt 
- >'!h,cfr was just 'fine • : 

Holy . _Comtl11{on. Days from ii, 
they served Jhe .bread arrd 
wine · 

Siand • was insi'lfe the Chane,!/ 
• Rail Jwo cane seatei chaii:S 

.. . ~. set beside ii /here 
~T,~rotigh all Jhe years it stood 

there and m•w. it$ in anoth1-:r. 
pla~e some where 

Tlie :old EesleJ' organ. comes 
many lhoughts 

\ Memories of ii are not easily 
for got of that •there is no 
doubt · • • · 

011 ii .m~r,y ha~ds had played: 
the old f ami/iar Hyms • 

: A11d those country folks wou/1,/ 
arise and heartily sing • 

.. 
·Uucle Polk Jefferson was the 

.: . o_ldest . . servect _the longest • 
Wm/e Sarah Donovan Landing 

, . w~s fJl!rhaps _the youngrst • 
• S(j. many are gone her.e is where 

.· I hea,e a gri?at sigh 
Leavi,,g. only Mabel · Reynoid s 

Sarah Landing ani v;;ginia 
Burridge • • 



My sincere thanks to Russell McCabe 
Delaware Public Archives 

& 
State Representative V. George Carey 
for there assistance in making this 

Historical Marker possible. 

Officer of Reynolds Cemetery 
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DELAWARE CHURCH ARCHIVES 

in 1925. First settled clergyman, Rev. Henry Clay, tenure unknown. 
Minutes, 1864--, 1 vol.; Register, 1864--, 1 vol.; in possession of pastor, Rev. Lee Elliott, Laurel. 
Financial, 1864--, 2 vols.; Sunday School, 1893-19925, 1 vol.; kept in church. 

445. TRINITY METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1866--, 61/2 miles E. of Laurel. 

Organized 1866. Services were held in the schoolhouse until 1873 when present building was 
dedicated. It was rebuilt in 1907. It is a one story frame building. First settled clergyman, Rev. William 
D. Litsinger, 1871-74; educated at Western Maryland College and Seminary, Westminster, Md. 
Minutes, 1928--, 1 vol. Financial, 1928--, 1 vol. ; in possession of Mr. L.B. Brittingham, R. F. D., 
Laurel. Register, 1873--, 3 vols.; in possession of pastor, Rev. Lee Elliott. Sunday School, 1925--, 1 
vol. ; in church. Record of incorporation: Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. BBH 107, 
p. 365. 

446. REYNOLD'S METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1869--, 2 miles NW of Milton. 

Organized and incorporated October 9, 1869. First church, a one story frame building , 
destroyed by fire on day of dedication. Present building dedicated 1871. A one ?tory frame structure. 
First settled clergyman, Rev. A. D. Melvin, 1870-73; educated at Western Maryland College and 
Seminary, Westminster, Md. 
Minutes, 1930--, 1 vol.; in possession of Morris Dodd. Register, 1906--, 2 vols.; in possession of 
pastor, Rev. P.M.R. Schauer, Harbeson. Financial, 1930--, 1 vol.; in possession of Henry Bennett. 
Sunday School, 1930--, 1 vol.; in possession Helen Donovan. Records of incorporation and deeds: 
Sussex_ Co. Re~corder's office, Deeds Record; vol. BF791~. 497; vol. CCA 126,.J2- !~ vol. Q.GS249, 
pp. 59;3 and 5,~5. 

\r y 

447. MT. HERMON METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1877--, ½ mile S. of Columbia. 

Organized 1877. Incorporated 1909. Services were held in the schoolhouse until 1880 when 
the present church was dedicated. It was rebuilt in 1908. A one story frame structure with belfry. 
First settled clergyman, Rev. John L. Straughn, 1879-84; educated at Western Maryland College and 
Seminary, Westminster, MD. 
Minutes, 1880--, 2 vols.; in possession of A. J. Cooper, R.D.F., Delmar. Register, 1880--, 2 vols .; in 
possession of pastor, Rev. M. E. Hungerford, Sharpstown, Md. Financial, 1880--, 1 vol. ; in 
possession of Earl Cooper, R.D.F., Delmar. Sunday School, 1936, 1 vol.; in possession of 0. Beach, 
R.D.F., Delmar. Records of incorporation -and deed: Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; 
vol. BT93, p. 303; vol. DDQ168, p. 205. 

448. FIRST METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1880--, 36 th and Washington Sts. Wi lmington. 

Organized and incorporated January9, 1880 under the sponsorship of the Methodist Protestant 
Convention of Baltimore (see forthcoming Inventory of the Church Archives of Maryland). Services 
were held in a two story brick building at ih and Walnut Sts., now the Grace African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church (entry 419), until 1930 when the present church was opened and dedicated. 
Two story stone structure. Gothic style. First settled clergy-
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presented by loka Tribe No. 35 of the Red Men and Ellendale Council No. 
32 of the Junior Mechanics, both of which have since become defunct. 

Ellendale Pilgrim Holiness. In 1935 the Pilgrim Holiness started to hold 
services in a one-story frame dance-hall in Ellendale but, in 1936, the effort 
was abandoned. 

Mt. Zion A. M. E. Church at Ellendale was built in 1906. The site had 
been purchased on May 20, 1905, from Nettie C. W arren. 

New Market M. E. Church is located, on a dirt road, one and three-quar
ters miles east of Ellendale. This church was formally organized as "Wesley 
M. E. Church" at a meeting held in the home of Wm. Morris, near Elias Lof
land's store, on Sept. 8, I 810, when trustees were elected "for the intended 
place of worship." On Aug. 7, 1811, Elias Lofland donated sixty perches of 
land, on the road to Nathan Reed's mill as a church site. The church was built 
and a graveyard was laid out. The oldest tombstone is that of the Elias Baker, 
one of the original trustees, who died on Jan. 9, 1821. 

A new church was completed and was dedicated on Sept. 1, 1850. More 
land was secured, on May 5, 1858, from John Warren. The present building 
was erected in 1881. It was repaired and a reopening service was held on Sept. 
\0, 1883. More land wa.s secured on June 15, 1904, from Wm. Short. Services 
were discontinued in 1936. The graveyard is enclosed with an iron fence and 
is well maintained. T he Woman's Society for Christian Service is still active 
hut they meet in the Ellendale Methodist Church. 

Reynolds' Methodist Church (M.P.) is located, on a dirt road, five miles 
cast of Ellendale, near Jensen's Mill, which was known as Reed's, Reynolds' 
.rnd Ponder's in earlier days. Church trustees were elected on Oct. 14, 1869. 

vOn Nov. 18, 1869, Geo. Wilson donated 100 perches of land and on Nov. 19, 
1869, James Ponder donated 46 perches as a church site.,/ 

The first church was built in 1870 through the efforts of the Rev. J. T. 
Melvin. On Dec. 25, 1870, the dedication was conducted by Mr. Melvin as
,isted by the Rev. John Jones. While the dedicatory sermon was being preached, 
fire was discovered between the ceiling and the roof. The congregation escaped 
through the door and windows. There was no means to combat the £ire but 
1 he congregation did save the window sash, the benches, the stoves and the 
l.lmps. The building was completely destroyed. Although disheartened, Mr. 
Melvin immediately started on a soliciting campaign to gather funds to erect 
.111other church. It was completed and dedicated in July, 1872. The church was 

✓,ncorporated on Apr. 1, 1897. There is a well-kept graveyard beside the church, 
1 he tombstones dating back to 1863. 

St. Johns U. A. M. E. Church was located just north of Milton on the 
" Id dirt road to Waples' Mill. This congregation was incorporated in October, 
1908. A small church was built and a graveyard was laid out. The older mem
krs died off and because of lack of interest, the church was sold, moved some 
,ldance to the south and converted into a dwelling. The earliest tombstone 
"that of Fannie E. J. Brown who died on Jan. 13, 1913. 

St. John the Baptise P. E. Church in the Wilderness was located about 
111 o and one-half miles s. w. of Milton beside Long Bridge Branch. The first 
• hurch was built in 1728 under the leadership of the Rev. Wm. Becket, the 

I 
I 
II I 
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in 1925. First settled clergyman, Rev. Henry Clay, tenure unknown. 
Minutes, 1864--, 1 vol.; Register, 1864--, 1 vol.; in possession of pastor, Rev. Lee Elliott, Laurel. 
Financial, 1864--, 2 vols.; Sunday School, 1893-19925, 1 vol.; kept in church. 

445. TRINITY METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1866--, 61/2 miles E. of Laurel. 

Organized 1866. Services were held in the schoolhouse until 1873 when present building was 
dedicated. It was rebuilt in 1907. It is a one story frame building. First settled clergyman, Rev. William 
D. Litsinger, 1871-74; educated at Western Maryland College and Seminary, Westminster, Md. 
Minutes, 1928--, 1 vol. Financial, 1928--, 1 vol.; in possession of Mr. L.B. Brittingham, R. F. D, 
Laurel. Register, 1873--, 3 vols.; in possession of pastor, Rev. Lee Elliott. Sunday School, 1925--, 1 
vol.; in church. Record of incorporation: Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. BBH107, 
p. 365. 

446. REYNOLD'S METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1869--, 2 miles NW of Milton. 

Organized and incorporated October 9, 1869. First church, a one story frame building, 
destroyed by fire on day of dedication. Present building dedicated 1871. A one story frame structure. 
First settled clergyman, Rev. A. D. Melvin, 1870-73; educated at Western Maryland College and 
Seminary, Westminster, Md. 
Minutes, 1930--, 1 vol.; in possession of Morris Dodd. Register, 1906--, 2 vols.; in possession of 
pastor, Rev. P.M.R. Schauer, Harbeson. Financial, 1930--, 1 vol.; in possession of Henry Bennett. 
Sunday School, 1930--, 1 vol.; in possession Helen Donovan. Records of incorporation and deeds: 
Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. BF79, p. 497; vol. CCA 126, p. 45; vol. DGS249, 
pp. 593 and 595. 

447. MT. HERMON METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1877--, ½ mile S. of Columbia. 

Organized 1877. Incorporated 1909. Services were held in the schoolhouse until 1880 when 
tl1e present church was dedicated. It was rebuilt in 1908. A one story frame structure with belfry. 
First settled clergyman, Rev. John L. Straughn, 1879-84; educated at Western Maryland College and 
Seminary, Westminster, MD. 
Minutes, 1880--, 2 vols.; in possession of A. J. Cooper, R.D.F., Delmar. Register, 1880--, 2 vols.; in 
possession of pastor, Rev. M. E. Hungerford, Sharpstown, Md. Financial, 1880--, 1 vol.; in 
possession of Earl Cooper, R.D.F., Delmar. Sunday School, 1936, 1 vol.; in possession of 0. Beach, 
R.D.F., Delmar. Records of incorporation and deed: Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; 
vol. BT93, p. 303; vol. DDO168, p. 205. 

448. FIRST METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1880--, 36 th and Washington Sls. Wilmington. 

Organized and incorporated January9, 1880 under the sponsorship of the Methodist Protestant 
Convention of Baltimore (see forthcoming Inventory of the Church Archives of Maryland). Services 
were held in a two story brick building at i 11 and Walnut Sis., now the Grace African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church (entry 419), until 1930 when the present church was opened and dedicated. 
Two story stone structure. Gothic style. First settled clergy-
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