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The A 111hor: Dr. Kcnl S. Price received his B.S. degree 
in Biology from the University of M:1ryl:1nd in 1959. He 
earned hi:- M.S. and PhD. degrees from the Universi ty of 
Dclaw:irc in 196 1 :111d 1964. Afh:r three yc:irs :is Assistant 
Professor at Old Dominion College, Dr. Price reLumed 
lo the University ,1f Oel:iw:irc to become Director of the 
University of Delaware Morine Biology Field Station a t 
Lewes, Delaware in 1967. As a Professor. Dr. Price 
tcn~·hcs Marine Biology, Ichthyology, Tnvcrte\lr:ite Riology. 
and Marine Ecology. H is research centers on the physio
J,1g1cnl ecology of m.irine organisms. Pre.~ently he is ac
tively engaged in vnrious :-~carch projects involving the 
mt1r ine Cish of Dclawnrc·s wa ters ~ well os physiology 
of the Amcrie:1n oyster. 

ATLANTIC MENHADEN ( llrevoortici tyramtus) IS A 

herri ng-like fish commonly called rnossbunkcr, bunker, pogy, fat
back. and frequently ( but incorrectly) alewife or shad ( Figure l ). 
It ranges from New England Lo Florida and is one of the most 
abundant fish found a long the const (H enry, er al. , .955) . 

What makes the mcnhndi:n such an importnnt fish? Tt is smnll. 
usually less thnn a foot in length and one pound in weight and 
it is not used for hum.:in food in this country. Pe rhap!\ we should 
look at the history o{ toe fishery for a partial answer. 

Trnn.rnction.\" of 1/1e D,•lcm•flr<' Academy of Science - 1970 and 197 J, 
Delaware Academy o{ Science. Newark, Delaware, 1973. 
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Fishing for menhaden is one of the oldest industries in the 
U. S. Colonial writings relale that North American Indians taught 
the settlers to place a fish in each hill of corn. Although menhadrn 
were probably never widely used in this manner, this practice led 
to their utilization for enrichment of the soil (June, 196 l) . 

It was recognized early that menhaden were an exl rcmc:>ly 
o ily fish which reduced their desirability for humnn consumption. 
However, the early settlers needed oil for lamps and olhcr oil 
burning contrivances, and soon developed crude methods for 
cooking and pressing the fish to obtain oil. In the early 1800-s 
numerous tiny coastal factor ies sprang up from New E ngland to 
the Carolinas for oil processing. T he residue ( fJesh and bones) 
from the oil pressing was generally thrown away or used as 
fertilizer. 

Despite the highly profitable market for menhaden oil for use 
in paints, the industry grew slowly until 1860 when new process 
innovations ( mechanical screw press and the use of steam power) 
made practical the oil Iecovcry by factory operations. The mech
anization also provided the basis of another phase of the menhaden 
industry that was to continue for the next 50 years-the produc-
tion fish (cr_tilizer. 

The eventual discovery of vitamin B ,:i as an important 
constituent o[ the animal protein factor found in fish meal 
stimulated the demand for menhaden meal, and following World 
War II tho catch increased markedly. The fishery incrensed in 
activity until 1959 when the catch reached a record landing of 
about one million tons of menhaden, valued in excess of 25 million 
dollars to the fishermen. This catch produced 224,000 tons of 
meal, 21 million gallons of oil, and l 02,000 tons of solubles. 
The estimated value of these products was 75 million dollars 
(June, 1961). So you sec, the little fish is as good ns gold if you 
gather enough of the nuggets. 

THE FINISHING PROCESS 

As implied in the tit le ot this paper, Lewes, Delawan:, w:.i:, 
the largest seafood landing port in the country in 1953, with 390 
million pounds (195,000 tons) of fish landed. Three hundred 
sixty million pounds were menhaden (Anderson and Power, 
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Figure l. An adult Atlantic menhaden, Brevoortia tyrannus. 

1956) . The great menhaden processing plants of Fish Products 
Company lie idle today (Figure 2). ·H owever, in their heyday 
thcs ew_es plants were tn~ home base for 25 large carrie 
vessels (in 1954) which required over 650 men as crew members. 

T hese specialized vessels ranged from about 65 to 200 feet 
in length and depending on size could carry up to several hundred 
tons of menhaden at a time from the fishing grounds lo the 
reduction plants. T he vessels also carried the gear for catching 
menhaden ( June, 1961 ) . 

A pecuJiarity of the behavior of menhaden has infl uenced the 
manner in which they arc caught and that is the menhaden is a 
schooling fish which gathers in groups numbering in the hundreds 
of thousands and weighing collectively several hundred tons. 
Figure 3 shows a 70-ton school of fish from the air. 

Menhaden arc characteristically spelled from the air by light 
J)lanes whose pilots direct the carrier vessel to the school and 
continue to give guidance as the net is set around the fish. Men
haden are caught with urse seines as the fish swim in schools in 
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Fig,1re 2. An aerial view of two Lewes menhaden reduction pl:rnts, 
Fish Product~ Company (foreground ) and Sea Coast P roducts ( b.11:k
ground) on Delaware Bay near Cape Henlopen. (Pho10 by Klcm;i,;) 

the near surface waters during the warmer m onths ol' the yc:,r. 
Small 32-36 foot purse boats arc carried on the carrier 

vessel. On the fishing grounds the two purse boats are loaded 
together with the seine divided cqu:.dly between them. Seines us~Ll 
average 1,20 0 feet long and 36 feet deep. 

When a school has been selected for capture, the two pur~e 
boats .ipproach the school. In l::iying the seine, lbc two boats 
scpurate and the seine is laid out ns each boat completes the hnlf 
circle to enclose the school. The bottom of the seine is then closed, 
or "pursed" by dropping a Tom weight, confining the fish inside 
the seine (Figure 4). Power-driven blocks, one mounted in each 
seine boat, are used to haul in the ends and bottom of the net 
until the fish are confined in a small portion of the net cnllcd the 
l:mnt _ The catch is then pumped into the hold of a carrier vrs,,~1. 
An average set yields from 20 to 25 tons of fish . Fishing is 
cor..ductcd during daylight hours with the vessels retu ming the 
catch d.iily to the rendering plants (June, 1961). 
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Figure 3. An aerial view of a 70-ton school of menhaden being ap
proached by two purse boats carrying the seine. (Photo by Watters) 

FISHING IN LEWES 

For a few years Lewes, Delaware, was the queen of the 
fishing ports. An account of commercial fishing in Dclaw<1rc 
ind~catcs that three brothers, Richard, Thomas, and Jolin H ayes 
r.i.n the Consolichited Fisheries Company in Lewes which employed 
600 men and was the largest menhaden processing plant in the 
U~ S. in 1938 (Horn, 1957). At ;:ibout that time the Smith Family 
began opernting a mer1h,1den processing firm known today as Fish 
Produc1s. In 1954 the Smiths bought the I-faycs·s plant antl 
r enamed it Se.i Co;:ist Products. 

The recent history of landings is shown in Figure 5 for the 
Lewes p!_unt~. Although a high of 361 million pounds of fis.h were 



Figure 4. Purse boats completely encircling a menhaden school with 
the net. (Photo by Reintjes) 
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Figure 5, Quantity of Atlantic menhaden landed in Lewes from 
1950 until 1966. (Aflcr Fishery Stuthtics of the U.S.) 

landed in 1953 and a similar amount in 1956 worth 4.6 million 
dollars a t dockside . the 1andings severely declined until I 966 
when menhaden fishing ope.rations were terminated in Lewes for 
lack of fo,h (based on Fishery Statistics of the United States from 
1950=-! 966). 

By comparison, menhaden landings for the Atlantic Coast 
began to d rop d rastically in 1963 after having reached an all
time high of 1.6 billion pounds in 1956 (Figure 6) (Hcn.ry, et al., 
1965). 

WHAT IS HAPPENING TO THE MENHADEN FISHERY 
AND WHY? 

The answer to this question is intimately tied to the life 
history (or life cycle of Lhc menhaden). Atlantic menhaden spawn 
(or lay eggs) in the ocean over the Continental Shelf. In the 
southern portion of its range spawning occurs most of the ye,1r 
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Figure 6. Quantity of Atlantic menhaden landed in the U. S. 
from 1940. (After Henry, ct al., 1965) 

but is restricted to the wormer months in New England waters. 
An individual female may sp awn from 40,000 to 700,000 eggs 
depending on che size o f the fish (June, J 96 1) . After fertilization 
t he eggs float nenr the surface and lrntch in about twu t.!av~ 
(Mansucti and Hardy, 1967). The larvae enter the estuarine 
nursery areas of the Delaware region when they are nea.l'ly one 
inch long during December to R .:bruary (Pacheco and Gran\. 
1965). T hey eventually move into the tributaries near the upp~r 
limits of s:ilt water where they transform. from slender tr:inspan:n! 
individuals into deep bodied juveniles resembling :idult menhadrn. 
T he juveniles spend their summer of life in the estuarine nur.~cri::s 
nnd in autumn congregate into larger schools and c::migratc in:o 
the ocean. At the time of their departure from the estuary lh~ 
juveniles mny range from 2-6 inches (55 to over 150mm) in 
length. T he fish grow r:ipitl ly r eaching on lhe aver:ige a lcogth of 
7-;/2 inches by the end of their first yca.r, 9-½ inches by the end 
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of the second year, and :1bout 13 inches by age nine (June, 1961 ). 
Most females arc sexmdly mature by the end of their second 
yerrr (Higham uncl Nicholson, 1964). 

FEEDINGS HABITS 

Young menhaden larvae prey selectively on individual 
zooplanktcrs but t!1c gill rakcrs elongate and hrnnch during 
metamorphosis to allow filkr feeding (Reintjcs and Pacheco. 
1966). Juveniles and adults whose gill nrches suprort a baskcLlike 
sieve c:1p,1blc oi' rct:iining very small organisms, are non-sckctive 
fceucrs that obtain food by swim111i n g with mouths gaped, liltcri ng 
minute plants, di atoms, and dinonagcllates and some microscopic 
animals from the water (June, 1961). 

MIGRATION 

Atlantic menhaden, at knst the older fish, appear to migrnte 
seasonally along the coast-northward in the spring ancl sour.h
wn~d in the fall. Also, it has been clctcrrnincd that the older. l,11·gc·r 
fish nrc found in the northern end of the range with the younger 
fish working their w,1y tip from southern w.itcrs .is they grow (June, 
1961 ). 

FISHERY CHARACTERISTICS 

Over the past ten yearn two major shifts have occurred in 
the Atlantic menhaden fishery. These shifts include: I) a shift 
in the geographical center of the fishery from lhc northern to the 
soutllcrn part of the range, :imi 2) a corresponding shift in the 
catch from older fish to younger fish (Henry, 1965). 

In 1954 there were twice ,1s many fish c,iught in the Middle 
Atlantic rc,gion (Wallops Island, VA~Long lslaml, NY) as were 
caught in Lhe Chesapeake Blly. The average age of Lhese fish wcri:: 
2.6 years for the Middle Atlantic and about 1.6 years for the 
Chesapeake fish. By 1962. three Limes as many fish were being 
taken from the Cbcsapcake as wcrl.! being cnught in the Midd;e 
Atlantic region ( Henry, 1965). Th,..,rdore, the fishery by moving 
south is calcbing a high proportion of fish less llian two yc.'.lrs 
of age. As iodicatc<l earlier, these fish require two years to reach 
reproductive maturity. 
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CYCLIC NATURE OF FISHERY 

Th~re is consiclcrnblc variation in the survival of young fish 
resulting from cnch year's sp.iwning P-ffnrt.. lf spuwning nnd surviv,11 
o( larvae and juveniles is good, a lurgc and dominant year class 
is the result. Howcv1:r, if :-urvival is poor, one or n numhtr of 
very weak yeur classes may rcsull (June. 1961; Henry, 1965). ,\ 
domin<"t nl yenr-class includes the catch for only o ne or two yc;m 
in a given loclllity as the fis h move co the north as they grow. 
Ther.:: is some historical evidence thut lhe menhaden fishery has 
had strong nnlur:11 tluctuntions since its inccplion in this country 
(J\ine, 196 t) . This finally brings tis co the question: Where did 
the menh:idcn go? 

There arc a t lct1st three answ.::r~ possible, and v.:: ry prob.1bty 
it is a combination of the following: 

l . Natural c ycl ic nature of the fishery du<! to crra{ic 
survivorship of specific year classes; 

2 . Overfishing resulting in heav , pres;,urc on rcproduc[ivdy 
immature fish; 

3. Dcgrndatior1 of nursery ureas in estuaries has been 
increasing during the l:1st tlc!eadc. 

As you contemplate the beauty of the former g-rc:11 mcnhad::n 
fishing grounds near Lewes. I woul<l ask you to ponder whctlwr 
the decline in mcnhncJcn h;-is been clue to natural causes ,)r '.0 

t he workings of mnn. r suspect that both factors h:ive been im· 
por1nnt. 
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The Helen Euphane 

By Steve Rogers 

[7ne Ar/antic menhaden (Bl't1voorlia 'Iyrannus) is a herring rype fish averaging 
less rhan afoot in length and about one pound in weight, common along rhe 
Atlantic Coast. /1 is prized for its oil content and fertilizer prope11ies. 111 the 
first half of the 2(1" Century, Lewes became a major porl for the ships that went 
in search of the menhaden. In the 950s, Lewes had rwo plants processing 1he 
fish and served as the baseforafleel of fishing boats, one of which was the 
"Helen Euphane. "-ed.] 

This is really an unfinished story about a "fishboat", or menhaden 
boat, called the Helen Euphane. One of approximately160 vessels 
owned by the Smith Company of Lewes, Delaware, the boat crune to 
Lewes when Otis Smith acquired the Taft Beach Menhaden Plant 
near Whitestone, Virginia., along with its boats and equipment. The 
Helen Euphane, the smallest of five vessels owned by the Taft Beach 
Plant, was built in 1902 in Pocomoke City, Maryland, by the Tull 
Shipyard. It was 112 feet long, steam powered, and in its time, 
although smaller than most other menhaden boats, was thought to be 
particularly beautiful- as fishboats go. 

As a builder of model ships, I try to gather as much information as 
possible on any boats I plan to build. It is important on small vessels, 
but critical on larger boats, especially documented ones. Although 
over 500 menhaden boats were built in the first half of the 20th 

century, detailed plans and lines for these are hard to locate. 
Most of these boats were built from half hull models, literally a 

"low tech" blueprint. All of the relevant information about the ship's 
lines is contained on a halflmll; the construction details are standard 
practice and are dictated by either scantling' requirements from 
Lloyds of London or longstanding experience of the boat builder. 
The half hulls are kept by the shipyards as work product and for 
promotional purposes, but over the years they have suffered the same 
fate as the shipyards. Some half hulls have been fortilllate enough to 
fall into the hands of people who know what they are and appreciate 
them, but more often they end up nailed to the wall of some seafood 
restaurant for decoration. Others have been simply lost or destroyed. 
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Basically, written, illustrated plans did not exist until the post-war 
period. The only plan of an early vessel is-taken from a model of 
another Smith boat, the East Hampton. Built in 1903 by the Port
land Shipbuilding Company of South Portland, Maine, these plans 
from the half hull were reproduced on a promotional pamphlet. The 
best plan of a wood vessel available is a plan of the Helen Euphane, 
made in the early '60s while the boat was in Port Monmouth, New 
Jersey. The plan is sketchy, but I never realized just how many flaws 
it had until I had built a model from it and showed it to my neighbor, 
Ranny Hudson, a former engineer for the Smith Company.· He liked 
the model, but it soon became obvious that he remembered it differ
ently than l had built it. 

Fortunately, Dudley Biddlecomb, a ship's master from Whitestone, 
Virginia, sent me a photo of the Helen Euphane in 1902-unclear 
but definitely different from the model plan. The photo was 
scaleable, however, and provided corrected dimensions for the 
superstructure. Angus Murdoch at the Reedville, Vrrginia 

The Helen r-.:uphane being cul in half (above) 
and lengthened (below) by Colonna ·s Shipyard. 

Noifolk, VA in the 1950s 
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Fisherman's Musewn was kind enough to send me a monograph 
containing paintings of menhaden boats, including the Helen 
Euphane. All of this helped to refine and correct the flaws in the 
model plan. 

When originally built, the Helen Euphane was 112 f~et and was still 
shown at 112 feet in the 1960 plan. One data sheet about the boat, 
however, listed it at 130 feet. Just recently the Colonna Shipyard of 
Norfolk, Virginia, sent me several photos of the Helen Euphane at 
their yard in the early l 950s. One set showed that the vessel had been 
«dieselized" with the tall boiler stack abandoned. Amazingly, the 
second set of photos show that the ship had been cut in half amid
ships in preparation for lengthening by an extra 18 feet. 

The lines of the menhaden vessels vary little since the first steam 
versions appeared in the 1870s. Even the general arrangement of the 
superstructure, the fish hold, and the mast is almost unchanged from 
that time period through the 1950s. The 135-foot steel-hulled, 
diesel-driven Brandyw;ne, built for the Smith Company in 1950 is 
clearly descended from the little steamer Annie Wilcox, built in 1877. 

Recently I became aware that a photo exists of the Helen Euphane 
sunk in the inlet at Ocean City, Maryland. This verifies information 
of the sinking from several retired captains and crew and refutes a 
rumor that it did not sink, but was back in the Annapolis area. It is 
amazing to realize that when it sank in 1994, the Helen Euphane was 
92 years old. It had served several private owners, at least two 
menhaden companies, the U.S. Navy in World War I and II on 
submarine patrol, and ended its days as a houseboat. Some career!♦ 

1 Dfmensions oflimber, lhickn..ss a.nd \\'idth. 
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Fish Spotting 

By Earl F. Ritter as told to·Gary Grunder 

[Until the mid-J960s Lewes was a major center f or menhaden fishing and 
processing. Prized for its. oil and fertilizer uses, it is not used for food When one 
thinks of commercial.fishing operations, one thinks of boats, nets, busy crews, 
docks, and processing operations. Lewes had all those and one more w1usual 
aspect-fish spotting by airplane pilots. Earl Riller of Overbrook was one such 
aircraft pilot and Sj'Olfer.-ed.J 

I began to work as a flying fish spotter 

in 1955 after I left the U. S. Air Force 
and continued until 966, when the 
commercial menhaden fishing operation 

in Lewes operated by Otis Smith's company Fish Products, Inc. shut 
down pennanently. There were no menhaden left to catch by then; 
we had fished out the ocean. 

We flew Piper PA-18s, single-engine aircraft with the fuselage 
reconfigured to hold more fuel tanks and with just one seat for the 
pilot. At peak times there were three planes from Rehoboth Airport 
[ where the housing development behind the Food Lion is now] and five planes 
from Woodbine, New Jersey, flying. We covered the ocean from 
Montauk: Point, New York, to Cape Charles, Virginia 

May to October was the peak fishing time, so the six aircraft 
owned by the company flew six days a week for up to eight or nine 
hours a day. I once worked a nine and a half-hour day, a long time to 
sit in and pilot a small airplane! I liked to fly at about 1200 feet 
altitude; I found that was best for sighting schools of menhaden with 
my vision. We looked for dark colored "stains" on the water's 
surface and detennined by the shape of the stain which direction the 
school was moving. 1 This was important to know, for the fishing 
boats had to be in front of the school. 

The air operation for the Lewes-based fisheries and for others in 
New Jersey and Virginia was informal but not casual. There was no 
air traffic controller or altitude or speed rules or assignments. There 

35 



were just two rules: that everybody made only left-hand turns and 
that the aircraft from the different companies had different radio 
:frequencies. All of us had to be alert and depend on visual sightings 
to stay out of trouble. A big problem on a warm, quiet, low-wind 
day was staying awake; nodding off could be fatal! Another problem 
coul<l be dealing with a misfiring or s talled airplane engine. I once 
had to land on the hard sands of Crab Island near Atlantic City when 
my engine started to spit and sputter. Another company pilot landed 
his plane to help me repair my balky engine, and we both returned 
home safely. Ifwe needed to ditch our plane in the water, we had to 
trust that a fishing boat would find us. 

When we started :fish spotting from the air, we simply reported by 
radio to ow company where fish schools were; the boats were then 
dispatched. By 1960, however, we pilots hacf asswned a major ro le 
in the operation. We looked for and found the fish, determined _their 
direction of travel, contacted the steamers or "big boats," and di
rected them to the head or leading edge of the sehool. 

Each steamer had two small side boats attached to its stern; these 
boats carried 1100-1400 feet of net 36 feet in depth. When the 
steamer was positioned in front of the school, the small boats travel
ing together, moved toward the school, split apart as they reached it 
and paying out the net, encircled the school. When the boats met at 
the other or "'back" side of the schoo~ a 500-pound weight called 
"the Tom" was thrown overboard, causing the net to close up like a 
zip-lock bag, trapping the :fish. They we.re then stwmed by a slight 
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electrical charge and vacuumed into the steamer to be taken to the 
processing plant. 

Schools often contained 300-500,000 fish, so a Jot offish were 
harvested rather qwckly. This process ancl. harvest fished out the sea 
in our area by 1965-66. In the peak years there were 21 boats from 
Lewes and six from near Atlantic City working six days a week, plus 
boats :from other companies scattered along the Atlantic coast. 
There was a Jot of action out there in those days, especially in the 
competition among crews from the different companies. All this 
activity made the crop dusting I did before I went into the Air Force 
seem Uke a tea party! + 
1 In t11e early days. the fish wc,c spotted from a crow·s nest at the lop of the mast of each v=I 

Menhaden Industry in Lewes 
Menhaden fi.shi11g is a11 industry older than this country. A small fish. 110 mo r-e 

than one.foot long, also called ''mosshtmker," "b,mker," "pogy, •· or "'fatback," 
menhaden is an oily fish. not used.for human cvmmmption. Native Americans 
showed the first European settlers how to place a_fish in each hill of corn to 
enrich the soil. Menhaden was always valw:dfor its oil/or which in 1860 a new 
process was developed using steam power and mechanical screw presses lo 
extraci the oil as well as lo grind and dry the scrap for fertilizer. 

In 1883, rhe Luce brothers and S.S. Brown and Co. built the first menhaden 
processing p lant in Lewes, joliowed by another plalll by the Price brothers of New 
York. By the lime of World War 1. ~vme Lewes residents owned a plant called 
"Lewes Fisheries " and by the early 1920s, the Hay.\· brothers owned and operated 
the other plant. In 1938, the Smith family bought the Lewes factory and namt?d it 
Fish Products Co. Ihe discovery of Vitamin B-12 and ifs relation to fishmeal 
created a greaJ demand/or the mer1haden meal following World War Jl. Lewes. 
Delaware, in 1953 was the !.argest seafood landing p<Jrl in this country wilh 390 
million pounds of .fish landed, of which 360 million pounds were menhaden. In 
197./, the Ha11so11 Trusl LJd bought the Smith family interest i11 /.,ewes. The site of 
the buildings is naw Cape Shores.-- JAR 

Fish factory and pier, Lewes. 



Journal of the Lewes Historical Society 

CONTENTS 

Volume VI November 2003 

Lewes at the Midpoint of the 20th Century by Hazel D. Brillingham ... 2 

Mayor Otis H. Smith by Betty Grunder ................................................... 7 

Fine Dining in Lewes by Ruth Mankin ..................... ......... ................ .. ... 10 

Shipbuilding in Lewes by Hazel D. Brillingham ....................... .. ........... 14 

Harbeson Hickman by Judith Atkins Roberts ................. ....................... I 8 

Lewes Canning & Fruit Evaporation Industries by E.D_ Bryon ......... 22 

The Doxsee Clam Company by Gory Gronder ...... ...... . . ............ ., .. .. .. 34 

History of Lewes Dairy by Hazel D. Brittingham ...... ...... ..................... 3 7 

Hocker Manufacturing Company by Barbara W Vaughan ..... ....... .. ... 43 

One Funeral Establishment in Lewes by Keith Parsell ........... ... .... ..... . 46 

The Cannonball House by Michael Di Paolo .... ........ .......... ........ ..... .. ... .49 

Lewes Laundries by Hazel D. BriWngham .............. .............. ................. 5 1 

The Barcroft Company by Herbert Archdeacon ................................... 54 

Contributors to This Issue ....................................... ,. .................. .......... 57 

Index to Volumes 1-5 ................. ......... .......................... ..................... .. ... 59 

Published by the Lewes Historical Society 
110 Shipcarpenter Street, Lewes, Delaware 19958, Telephone: (302) 645-7670 

Copyright 2003 Lewes Historical Society ISSN: l 540-9317 
<www.historiclewes.org> 

Printed by Dover Litho Company 
1211 North Dupont Highway, Dover, Delaware 19901 

The Society does not assume responsibility for statements of fact or opinions 
expressed by contributors. 

1 



Mayor Otis H. Smith 

By Betty Grunder 

,.,-ihe man who served as mayor of Lewes for 18 years (1950- 1968) did 
..l. much more for the town than most people realize. Described by those 

who knew him as the "'epitome of a gentleman," he was seen as wise and 
generous, honest and progressive, highly educated but modest, brilliant and 
hard-driven. 

Born in Brooklyn, New York, on 6 Decem
ber 1909, Otis Hamilton Smith as a youth 
attended New York Military Academy1

, a pri
vate boys' school in Cornwall-on-Hudson, 
New York, an idyllic campus near the Hudson 
River. Smith went on to earn a bachelor's de
gree from Washington and Lee, then a law 
degree from Brooklyn Law School. How he 
came to live in Lewes for many years, though, 
is a)cind o_,( fish story. Schools of the little 
menhaden fish, abundant in 1938 off the coast 
of New Jersey and the Delmarva Peninsula 
and prized for their oil and for use as fertil
izer, among other products, motivated 
Smith's family business to purchase the 
fishmeal factory located where Cape Shores 
is today. Called Fish Products Company, Otis 
Smith presided as president and CEO. 

Mayor Otis H Smith. 
Phulo courtesy of Rober/ J. Kennedy. 

During World War II, a considerable nwnbec of Gennan prisoners of war 
(mostly from Rommel's forces in Africa) were housed in Lewes. The retire
ment community on Savannah Road now known as Huling Cove was the site 
of the prison camp. Smith's business manager, Robert J. Kennedy, vividly 
describes those war years. The resultant manpower shortage for factory work 
led to some creative solutions. Temporarily, Smith had used Leo Tyler Em
ployment Services, which supplied "'press gangs" of men rowided up in Bal· 
ti.more and "shanghaied" to Lewes. A better solution Smith found was using 
Gennan prisoners to keep the plant running at a high capacity. Each morning 
buses from the plant would bring workers in to the fish factory, where they 
received three meals each day; after a full l 0-hour day, the bus would retum 

7 



them to the camp. Emil Brugge, a German-American employed by Smith, 
supervised the men. In lieu of wages to the prisoners, Smith paid so much per 
day to the Federal Government. At the end of the war when Gennan civilians 
were suffering from lack of food and other necessities, Smith saw to it tl1at 
packages of food and clothing were sent to families of the Gennan POWs. 
(Two of the men had been profess1onals in Germany prior to the war, one a 
banker, the other a supply-store owner. They helped Kennedy in the business 
office; after the war and their return to Germany, he continued a long-lasting 
friendship and correspondence with these former prisoners). 

In 1947 Smith married the former Hazell Melson, and they built an elegant 
Georgian-style home on Gills Neck Road. On that estate Smith fulfilled a 
lifelong interest in breeding cattle with his herd of prize Herefords. • 

The Fish Products Company, wider Smith's leadership, grew after the war · 
to a fleet of 25 ships and a group of airplane spotters to help the captains 
locate schools of fish (See pp. 32 and 35, ~01. 3 of the Joumalfor articles about 
the ships usr:cl andabout one of these fish spoilers). In 195 5, the company ac
quired the adjacent Hayes factory and renamed it Seacoast Products. fan
ploying over 500 people, the Smith family became the largest local employer 
in the area during the I 95Os and early 1960s; the companies under Smith 
were responsible for making Lewes one of the most important fishing ports 
in the country. In 1953 alone, over 390 million pounds of :fish came into this 
port. 

As a prominent "captain of industry," whose complex of family companies 
extended along the East Coast of the United States as well as to Peru and 
Chile, Otis Smith exercised much generosity toward bettering the Lewes com
munity. His philanthropy included building the public dock, paying to run 
electric and water lines under the canal so Lewes Beach could develop, sup
porting local churches (Seep. 23, Vol, l of the Journal for the siory of Smith and 
the Frie11dsh;p Bap1ist Church and see p. 18, Vol. 3/or an incide111 while he served 
as mayor) and Beebe Hospital, for which he served as a director and president 
of the board {I 956-1973). He built the electric substation on the beach, de
preciating it over time until the city could afford to buy it. The University of 
Delaware also benefited from his support for the establishment of the Marine 
Laboratories in 1951, predecessor to the College of Marine Studies, which in 
I ~80 named its new laboratory for him at the campus on Pilottown Road (See 
p. 71, Vol. 5Jora history of the College of Marine Studies). 

Many of his other civic contributions reached outside of the local commu
nity. From 1960-1963 Smith served as Delaware's chainnan of the Radio 
Free Europe Fund, and from 1959-1973 he was on the Delaware Civil Rights 
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Advisory Committee. He traveled throughout Sussex County urging other 
mayors to voluntarily desegregate public accommodations and restaurants. 
In this attempt to break down the wa11s of segregation in southern Delaware, 
he worked closely with African American civil rights advocates. He also re
ceived a Brotherhood Award in 1963 from the Delaware Region Nariona] 
Conference of Christians and Jews The Delaware State Chamber of Com
merce, the Better Business Bureau of Delaware, and lhe governor's commit
tees on revenue, finance, goals, and oceanography also benefited from his 
active participation. 

National recognition came in 1962 with a ConseJVation Award from the 
U.S. Department of the Interior and in 1978 with a testimonial dinner by the 
National Fisheries Association. 

Some letters dated 193 7 to 1943 written by Otis Smith's father, J. Howard 
Smith, give detailed advice about the running of the vast network of hold
ings-plants, boats, oil presses, shipbuilding yards- owned by the Smith 
family from Long Island to Florida One piece of advice in particular must 
have stuck with him: 

Unless we have good management all along the line we cannot 
stay in this business. We have a great opportunity but nobody 
seems to measure up to the job . . .. one must be fit, ... and in 
order to get fit it requires retirement between 9 and IO o'clock 
and rising at 6 o'clock in the morning. Be around the job at least 
half an hour before a man starts to work. 

One Lewes witness described how Smith" ... would be on the docks at 4 a.m. 
to catch the line of the first boat of the day, and he would be standing there 
late at night as the last ship filled to the gills with menhaden arrived to port." 

By the mid- I 960s, lhe abundance of menhaden declined in this region, so 
SmithJ'eluctantly moved his operation to Louisiana, where the fish still thrived. 
He sold the whole corporation in 1974-5 and retired to Selma, Alabama, 
where lived tmtil his death on 20 J u.ne 2001. + 

Special appreciation goes to Robert J. Kennedy for his assistance with this article. 

1 Co-incidentally, I.he aulhor li,-.:d there 1wo decade:, later a~ a faculty child and remembers well the bu11,<a 
dinin!! room filloo with long tnbles uf wtifonned cadets. the green pl•ying field.,. the horse stables, the 
chapel that doubl~-d ~s movie theater oo Saturd.iy evenings, the cade1s' cantc.:n will, its J~th~-r chairs 
and s1I1<>J..)' haze. 
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Tire ourlwr. Louis Alfred 
Ri,·kards. in 1964 Lewes High 

Sdu1nl yearbook. 

Savannah Road on Lewes Beach. The store 
had been in business at that location since l 919 
when il was co-founded by my grandfather 
and Mr. Joseph Ramsey. 

•Both my dad and his younger brother by 
four years, Charles, \vere in the army. Uncle 
Charlt:s fought overseas and wus in the Bault: 
of the Bulge in December 1945. My dad re
mained stateside throughout the war, stationed 
mostly out west and down south. 

In March of l 945 my grandfather died sud
denly of a heart attack at age 56. This put a 
tremendous burden on my grandmother, as her 
two sons were sen-ing in the army and the 
entire operation of Rickards & Ramsey fell 
on her shoulders. Through the belp of rela

tives and friends, she held the business together uniil her two sons returned 
from the service when World War U ended. 

Dad and Uncle Charles at the ages of 29 and 25, respectively, began 1he 
modern day Rickards & Ramsey as I would know it growing up next door 
and having been born in l 946. Officials from lhe two fish factories contacted 
them about supplying ("grubbing'") several menhaden fishing steamers. At 
that time a crew may have had as many as thirty-four men, 

Mr. Otis H. SmiLh took a liking to the two brothers and placed much trust 
and confidence in their ability lo complete this task. which was to grow by 
leaps and bounds. After Smith acquired the second factory at Lewes. known 
as Sea Coasr, he had two large plants co process menhaden fish ("'bunker"') in 
numbers never before dreamed of. the other plant being his original Fish 
Products. Both plants were located on Fon Miles Road (now Cape Henlopen 
Drive) just past today's Ferry Terminal where Port Lewes (Fish Producrs) 
and Cape Shores (Sea Coast) are situated today. 

Al the height of the Lewes operation. from 1956 to l 962, Rickards & 
Ramsey operated a commissary at each factory, supplying a large kitchen at 
each and serving Lwenty-one fish boars aLleast three days a week. Along with 
that, the .c:tore was open six days a Wt:~k to the general public from 8 a.m. 
until 6 p.m. On Tuesday and Thursday nighL<: the store fishboat operation 
would be open from 7:30 p.m. until 4 a.m. or later, opening again ar 8 a.m. 
for regular busine.ss. Every week, the fleer would be supplied with their large 
weekly order beginning ar 6 a.m. Sunday or 7:30 p.m. Saturday depending 
upon which week it was. That operation, with luck, would take eight co ten 
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hours. The two brothers did not let Otis H. Smith down as they served his 
plants and fleel well for over twenty years. The following story is told through 
the eyes of a son and nephew who grew up in the middle of this unique 
operation. 

Rickards & Ramsey Store and Warehouses 
The store located at 304 Savannah Road on Lewes Beach was a beehive of 

activity for the fish boat and factory "grubbing" operation. Built in I 919, 
Rickards & Ramsey was a frame and concrete block structure consisting of a 
grocery store, two attached storerooms, and a second floor apartment. A drive
way on the west side of the store led back to a concrete loading dock where 
orders were placed for delivery to the menhade n fleet. The front interior of 
the store was like any other medium-sized grocery of that era and open to the 
public from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. six days a week. 

During the hours that fishboats were grubbed, the blinds were shut and the 
front doors locked with all activity taking place in the rear and on the side of 
the store. The rear part of the grocery store was where the meats were pre
pared and custom cut for the fishboats and factories. A large band saw, meal 
slicer, meat case, and butcher blocks were where the butcher Jack Olsen, a 
longtime employee, yielded full authority and took no bull (no pun intended). 
Although Jack was the main butcher, Bill Rickards, Charles Rickards, and 
Clayton Downes also took their lums cutting, wrapping, and preparing a\J 
types of meat in huge amounts for the fleet. 

Two large walk-in coolers were used to store sides of beef, pork, chickens, 
and other types of meats and cuts. On the weekends when the fishboats got 
their large order, sometimes a White Packing Company reefer u·uck had to 
be borrowed and parked out back loaded with additional meat that the store 
could not ho ld.As Rickards & Ramsey was one of White Packing Company's 
best customers, Vincent White, the owner, helped lhc store in this manner. 
On some occasions, two reefer trucks would be required as well as the store's 
refrigeration equipment. This would never work today, as the reefer units 
were loud and made quite a hum in the middle of the night in a residential 
neighborhood. To my knowledge, no one ever complained, as all the neigh
bors were fami ly and friends. 

Inside the store's walk-ins hung large sides of beef so thick you would have 
to duck your head and twist your body sideways to access the cooler. They 
hung from the cei1J ng to about 24'' off the floor on huge hooks. Wooden 
shelves held row after row of racks of pork chops and ribs. Wooden era Les of 
chickens took up the back wall, and cases of bacon, hol dogs, tubes of ground 
beef were in front o f them. 
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Beneath the display meat case in the store were cases of scrapple, sau
sage, souse, cheeses, and a variety of cold cuts. It would not be unusual for 
Jack Olsen to cut anywhere from five hundred to seven hundred pounds of 
T-bone steaks on a given night. The large band saw would "whine" for hours 
and hours as Jack laid the thick cuts on waxed paper in cardboard boxes to 
be taken to the fishboats. The same night could find him cutting five hundred 
pounds of pork chops and packaging them on waxed paper as well. The job 
was really dangerous, as countless hours were spent on the meat saw. I can 
recal I only a few minor injuries and never any serious injury. 

When an order came into the slore, Jack would copy the meats off the list 
and then set to work in his section. He didn't bolner you and you had better 
not bother him. 

The middle sloreroom wa~ the place of the main activity while "grubbing" 
the boat'>. The room, which a!:i a child l thought rather large, was actually 
small. It included rows of cases of canned goods stacked to the ceiling. Along 

1·H 

• I . ·---~ ··~ ,-. 
"-d 1i"'' ,j 

Rickards nnd Ramsey Ship Stores and Lunch Room opened in }919. 
Joseph Ram,1·ey i.~- believed to be 1he man on the dght. 
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with the canned goods was virtually every other item you would find in a 
grocery store except that they were in larger containers, cans, bags, or jars. 
There were fifty pound bags of flour (two 25 lb. bags wrapped in brown 
paper). fifty pound bags of sugar in five pound bags, fifty pound tins of 1 ard, 
case after case of every dried bean ever heard of, catsup, mustard, and may
onnaise in cases stacked to the ceiling. There were cases of canned peas, 
com, green beans, lima beans, and mixed vegetables, rows and rows of Karo 
syrup and molasses in large blue and red cans. A favorite of the ships' cooks 
was a product called "Banner Sausage," which was sausage in a can. 

Another popular product was soap called Octagon Soap, which came in a 
large bar wrapped in paper with black and red striping. Sometimes today, I 
see Octagon Soap in antique stores as a reminder of days gone by. 

The Commissaries 
In the early '50s, at the request of Otis H. Smith, Rickards & Ramsey 

placed a well-stocked commissary at Fish Products and another one at Sea 
Coast. A commissary was a place where both factory workers and boat crews 
could go to get a snack, work clothes, shoes, oil skins, toiletries, watches, 
tobacco products, boots, and other sundries. At the same time, they could 
"hang out" and talk about the day's catch or ask if the Yankees beat the Red 
Sox. 

G. Edward Marshall, a Lewes Beach waterman and a lifelong friend of 
Dad and Uncle Charles, ran the commissary at Fish Products. 

It was a big gray concrete block building with large windows located about 
two hundred yards from the end of the Fish Products Pier and very conve
nient for boat crews and factory workers alike. Marshall never had a driver's 
license and would always have to be dropped off at the commissary and then 
picked up at closing time. The hours of the commissary were generally about 
6 p.m. until the last of the eleven steamers assigned to Fish Products had 
come in and the crews had walked "up the dock" to make their purchases 
while their boat was being "bailed" (fish removed from the hold) . 

.In the commissary a continuous bank of heavy-duty counters ran all the 
way around a large open floor area. Out in the open area were several booths 
lining two walls where the men could sit and enjoy their snacks. 

Two pinball machines in lhe right front corner were in use most of the time 
at a nickel per game. The machines had numbers one through twenty-five in 
a colorful square. The object was to get three, four, or five numbers in a row 
and win free games or cash the games in for money. One could increase the 
odds by putting in additional nickels, which would "'shift" the numbers and 
increase the odds. Three numbers in a row was worth three extra games or 15 
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cents. Pmting four numbers in a row rang up twenty extra games or one 
dollar. If om: was lucky and put five numbers in a row, the winner received 
one hundred extra games or five dollars. 

Many is the crew member who won twenty extra games and had to "cash 
them in" in a huny and run to his now "bailed out" steamer that was pulling 
away from the dock to sail for the next day's fishing grounds. 

At Lhe center oflhe east wall was a beautiful stained-mahogany phone booth, 
the only phone in the building. Fish boat crews would use it lo c.all home, and 
Rickards & Ramsey could call Ed Marsh all when necessary. It had a seat and 
a door to keep out the noise of the commussary, which at times could rise to a 
gentle roar. A large floor fan kept air circulating in the room. which at times 
was very hot and stifling. 

Customers had to approach the large solid green counters to make their 
purchases. A large locking gate on the west waH allowed the commissary 
staff (mostly Ed Marshall) to enter LO and from the floor area when necessary. 

As one entered the commissary and walked towards the counters, the right 
rear wall had wooden shelves that conLa:ined work clotht:.s and dress clothes 
propped open and displayed in their boxes. There were khaki and gray work 
clothes (pants and shirts) and there were dress trousers and dress shirts of all 
scyles and colors. The two lower shelves contained both work shoes and dress 
shoes. Large heavy-duty cardboard boxes held oilskins displayed by sizes. 
The oilskins would consist of the rubber pants and chest cover connected, 
with snaps, cut-off rubber boots and a "sou'wester" rubber hat Most sets 
were olive drab, but some were black. 

Also in this area was a large steel clothes rack that contained clean laundry 
for the boat crews. A crewman could drop off dirty laundry to the commis
sary on Tuesday and pick it up Thursday. The service was provided by a local 
cleaner and extended to the boat crews by Rickards & Ramsey as an addi
tional convenience. 

Behind the center group of counters was a large two-door white refrigera
tor that along with a floor case, provided cold soft drinks. At that time sodas 
came on! y in glass bottles. To the left of the refrigerator was a I arge ice cream 
tloor case stocked full of Dixie cups, Popsicles, ice cream sandwiches, and 
pint containers of ice cream . Popular especially in the hot summers, Bordens, 
Abbotts, and Hershey are the brands I remember. 

Above the ice cream freezer were boxes of crackers and peanuts, which 
sold by the hundreds. These items were referred to as "nabs" when asked for 
at the counter. "Give me a pack of square nabs, or give me a pack of round 
nabs" was the usual request. 
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On the back of the ice cream freezer were boxes of chewing tobac;co, also 
a big seller. Some brands carried were Days Work, Apple, and Mule, dis
played in nice tight boxes with each plug wrapped in neat clear cellophane. 

There was a whole shelf of ''Big Ben" alarm clocks, large and small, used 
by crewmen who had to go on watch or be at a certain post at a certain hour. 

Rising on the shelf behind the ice cream freezer was what amounted to 
basically a mini-drug store. Aspirin, cough syrup, Alka Seltzer, toothache drops, 
Ben Gay, throat lozenges, cough drops, tooth paste, soaps, shampoos, Band
Aids, Listerine, eye drops, and tooth brushes were available. 

To the right of the "drug store" on the same shelf were cans of potted meat, 
Vienna sausages, deviled ham, sardines and other items that could be eaten 
with and spread on crackers. These items were very popular despite the ex
cellent meals served in the factory kitchens and on the fish boats themselves. 

Located on the right side of the counter was a large clothes rack with sport 
coats, suits, and jackets for sale, which easily compared to the men's fashions 
of the day. 

At the far end of the counter a glass display case contained wristwatches, 
pocket watches, lighters, pipes, cuff links, tie clasps, Barlow penknives, money 
clips, fancy shaving kits, and other upscale gift items. 

Underneath the counters in the front area were cases and cases of cigarettes 
and cigars stocked by brand name. It was not unusual for twenty to thirty 
cases of cigarettes to be sitling on the floor waiting to be "stocked." Although 
ashtrays were placed throughout the commissary on the booU1s and counters, 
many cigarettes found their way to the concrete floor, where they were crushed 
out with someone's foot and swept up at closing time. Most of the time, 
dozens of men would drink a Coke or eat a Dixie cup ice cream and discuss 
the day's events before heading to sea again for the next day's fishing. 

Four large storage rooms above the commissary were full of oilskins and 
boots, in demand April through October. These rooms always smelled like a 
tire factory from the large number of rubber goods stored in them. 

Stock was purchased with either cash or credit. Separale charge books were 
maintained for each factory and each fishboat. Through an arrangement with 
Mr. Smith, the charges were deducted from each man's pay prior to his re
ceiving his paycheck. Mr. Smith always saw to it that Rickards & Ramsey 
got their money without question. There was a great deal of trust and honor 
on both sides. 

A second commissary was placed in service at the Sea Coast Factory. This 
commissary, although smaller than the commissary at nearby Fish Products, 
contained many of the same items. The Sea Coast commissary was in a brick 
building just past the Sea Coast kitchen. 
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My mother, Avice C. Rickards, staffed the Sea Coast commissary. Al
though working there alone with hundreds of male customers, most of them 
strangers, my mother was shown the greatest respect and courtesy by each 
of those customers. She learned to know most of those men by their first 
names, and many became friends. 

Floor space in the Sea Coast commissary was limited and upon getting 
their snacks, ice cream, and soft drinks, the men would sit on the block and 
brick walls that led from the structure to the road and separated the commis
sary from the kitchen. Like the Fish Products commissary, Ll1is was another 
meeting place for different boat crews to talk to each other and learn the 
day's ball scores before returning to their boats and heading to sea again. 

The Cooks 
Rickards & Ramsey dealt very closely with the cook of each menhaden 

teame:i:.,.Ihe cooks had an assigned budget to provide good quality meals for 
breakfast, dinner, and supper. Many is the cook who felt the wrath of his 
Captain when the "grub bill" was too high for a two-week period. 

Four cooks that I became friends with were Frank Turner (Brandywine), 
"Pickles" (Winter Quarter), "Spencer" (Parramore Banks), and "Pamus" (East 
Hampton). Sadly, the last three I only remember by their nicknames. 

I made several trips on the Brandywine with Captain J.P. Dize of Kilmarnock, 
Virginia. Capt. Dize, a lifelong friend of our family, passed away in 1997. 
He and his wife, Augusta, resided on Lewes Beach in the summertime, and 
their son Jessie and I became friends as boys growing up on Lewes Beach. 

Frank Turner cooked for Captain Dize on the Brandywine, and l can vouch 
that he was an excellent cook. I remember one meal when I was on the 
Brandywine that included stuffed pork chops. The meal was as good as any I 
have ever had. Although Mr. Turner had suffered a stroke, he was a hard 
worker and kept the crew of the Brandywine well fed_ 

''Pickles" and "Spencer" were always well-dressed men who made a fuss 
over me as a young boy helping to put "grub" on the Winter Quarter and 
Parramore Banks. "Pickles" was a short, heavy man who was always chew
ing on a cigar. "Spencer" was a taller man who dressed neat as a pin. 

"Pamus" was a small man who seemed confused <1S to what was going on. 
The cook's quarters were ut the stern of the steamer and were quite small. 
including one or two bunks, a sink, and a small closet. Some cooks would 
drop their "grub list" off to Rickards & Ramsey's or leave il in a certain pre
an-anged place in the galley. where we would pick it up and take it to the store 
for processing. Not "Pamus." He wanted to be awakened to discuss his Tues
day night and Thursday nighl order in person. 
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I would board the East Hampton at the dock and check in the galley for 
"Pamus." If I did not find him there, I would usually find him asleep in his 
cabin. It would take several minutes to awaken him and then he would ask, 
"Do you have any fresh tomatoes'?" "Yes, Pamus, we do," I would reply. 
Then he would say, "I don't need any of them." "Do you have any fresh com 
tonight?" "We just got some real pretty corn in about an hour ago, Pamus." I 
would inform him. "Well, I am okay there and don't need any" was his usual 
response. This would go on for 15 or 20 minutes, even though these steamers 
were only in port for a brief period of time to unload their catch and proceed 
to the fishing grounds for the next day. Time was important. 

"Pamus" would then say, "Let me have 18 quarts of milk." After I wrote 
that down, he would rub his head between his hands and say, "Better make 
that 12 quarts," and once again I would be erasing and changing his order for 
about the tenth time. He would say, "Do you have any fresh watermelons?" 
''No, Pamus, we don't," I would respond. At that time he would say, "Good. 
Let me have six." And so it would go. 

When I got back lo the store with his order, Dad would ask, "What took 
you so long?" My standard answer would be, "Dad, you don't even want to 
hear about it!"+ 

Menhaden Galley 
A large tabletop about four feet wide and eighteen feet long accommodated ten 

to twelve crewmen seated on wooden benches at each side. Each place setting 
would have a one-inch wooden square built up around it so plates and cups didn • t 
slide off the table dudng rough weather. Above the table atlnched to the ceiling 
was an open wooden box. holding various condiments, such as mustard, cnL~up, 
vinegru·, jams. peanut butter, salt and pepper. 

Uoderneath this box were metal hooks that held each man's coffee cup and old
fashioned flypaper loaded with flies Lhat had met their demise. For the younger 
people who do not know what flypaper is, it was standard equipment years ago. 
It came in a small cardboard tube with a cap on it and when you were ready to 
deploy it, you simply took the cap off and a good J 2-15 inches of sticky llypaper 
would unravel. Yoo would then tack up the tube, and as the ever prevalent house 
fly made his rounds around the galley, he and his counterparts would become 
stuck on the paper and remain there until replaced with a fresh Lube and new 
sticky paper. It always got my attention that meals were eaten underneath these 
sticky, nasty portable traps. TI1e sticky paper that was originally brown would 
actually become black from so many victims trapped on it. In those days, it was 
used in close proximity to where the meals were served and eaten wilhoul an
other thought.--LAR 
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MENHADEN FISHING INDUSTRY 

Atlantic Menhaden (Brevoortia tyrannus) is a herring-like fish commonly called mossbunker, 
bunker, pogy, fatback - ranges from New England to Florida, averaging less than a foot in 
length, about 1 pound of weight, travel in schools of 300-500,000 fish 

Fishing for menhaden is one of the oldest industries in the US Colonial writings relating that 
'tf North American Indians taught the settlers to place a fish in each hill of com - and this 

practice probably led to their utilization for enrichment of the soil 

Extremely oily fish - not used for human food in this country - crude methods for cooking 
~ and pressing the fish to obtain the oil (for lamps for early settlers) 

Despite highly profitable market for the oil for use in paints, the industry grew slowly until 
1860 when new process innovations made practical the oil recovery by factory operations. 
Mechanization also provided the basis of another phase of the menhaden industry - that was 
to continue for the next 50 years - the production of fish fertilizer 

1883 - the Luce brothers and S S Brown and Co. built the first menhaden processing plant in 
Lewes, followed by the Price Brothers plant, by the time of WWI, Lewes residents owned a 

~ plant called "Lewes Fisheries" and by the l 920~ the Hays brothers owned/operated another 
plant (in 1974 Hanson Trust Ltd. Bought the interest and is now Cape Shores) 

Eventual discovery of vitamin B 12 as an important constituent of animal protein factor found 
in fish meal stimulated the demand for manhaden meal and following WWII the catch 
increased markedly 

The fishery increased in activity until 1959 when the catch reached a record landing of about 
1 million tons of fish - valued in excess of 25 million dollars - producing 224,000 tons of 
meal, 21 million gallons of oil and 102,000 tons of solubles - and their estimated value was 
75 million dollars 

Lewes was the largest seafood landing port in the country in 1953 - with 390 million pounds 
~ (195,000 tons) of fish landed, home base for 25 large carrier vessels, employing over 650 

crew members 

Menhaden are characteristically spotted from the air by light planes whose pilots direct the 
~ arrier vessel to the school and provide guidance as nets are set around the school - caught 

with purse seines 
- Earl F. Ritter - worked as flying fish spotter in 1955 -1966 - in Lewes by Otis Smith's 
company Fish Products, Inc. which was during the time period where pilots assumed a mitj6r 
role in the operation - locating fish, determining their direction of travel and directing 
steamers to the schools 



Three brothers - Richard, Thomas and John Hayes ran the Consolidated Fisheries Company 
in Lewes (employing over 600 men) - was the largest menhaden processing plant in the US 
in 1938 

1954, the Smith bought the Haye's plant and renamed it Sea Coast Products 

t In 1966, menhaden fishing operations were terminated in Lewes for lack of fish 
Where did they go? 

Three possible answers: 
-natural cyclic nature of fishery due to erratic survivorship of specific year classes; 
-overfishing resulting in heavy pressure on reproductivity of immature fish 
-degradation of nursery areas in estuaries 

Otis Smith (CEO and president of Fish Products Company -now Cape Shores) used a 
creative solution of manpower shortage of factory during WWII - he used German prisoners 
to keep the plant running - feeding them 3 meals a day, 10 hour work days and in lieu of 
wages, he paid so much per day to the Federal Government). Under his management, the 
plant grew after the war to fleet of 25 ships and a group of airplane spotters, In 1955 the 
company acquired the adjacent Hayes factory and renamed is Seacoast Products - - By mid 
1960s - the abundance of fish declined in this region, so he moved his operation to Louisiana 
-Both plants located on Fort Miles Road (now Cape Henlopen Drive) 

Rickards and Ramsey operated a commissary at each factory - serving 21 fishboarts at least 
3 days a week - on 304 Savannah Road - was a beehive of activity for the fishboats and 
factory operations 



LlST OF BOATS OWNED BY THE SMITHS 
WITH REGISTERED LENGTHS AND 

DIVISIONS OWNED BY 

Any Additions or Corrections Please Contact: 

E.L. Sherrill III 
4021 Black Stump Road 

Weems, Virginia 
22576 



(Vessels marked with an asterisk* were cut i.n two and lengthened) 

No: Built: Vessel Name: Length: Division Owned By: 
1. 1874 Eugene F. Price* 121.5 Fish Products Co. 
2. 1877 John L. Lawrence 146,8 Smith-Meal Co. 
3. 1877 Luce Brothers 94.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
4. 1878 Annie L. Wilcox 117.5 Smith-Meal Co. 
5. 1879 Sterling 110.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
6. 1884 Ocean View 91.8 Smith-Meal Co. 
7. 1893 Virginia 116.1 Smith-Meal Co. (Sold to Jetts) 
8. 1894 John Twohy Brusstar 105.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
9. 1897 Northumberland 134.2 Atlantic Navigation Co. 

10. 1898 F.S. Willard 99.l Smith-Meal Co. 
11. 1902 Helen Euphane 112.0 Fish Products Co. 
12. 1903 E.J. Codd 121.7 Fish Products Co. 
13. 1903 Leander Wilcox 126.0 Fish Products Co. 
14. 1903 Rappahannock 121.0 Atlantic Navigation Co, 
15. 1904 Amanda Bishop 73.2 Fish Meal Co. 
16. 1910 Edward J. McKeever Jr. 128.0 Smith-Meal Co. 
17. 1911 McKeever Brothers 129.7 Fish Products Co. 
18. 1911 Ringgold Brothers 62.0 Smith Research And Development 
19. 1911 Rowland H. Wilcox 132.0 Smith-Meal Co. 
20. 1911 Stephen W. McKeever Jr. 128.0 Smith-Meal Co. 
21. 1911 W.L. Messick 131 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
22. 1912 Wilbert A. Edwards 143.4 Smith-Meal Co. 
23. 1913 A. Brooke Taylor 146.0 Smith-Meal Co. 
24. 1913 East Hampton (wood) 162.8 Smith-Meal Co. 
25. 1914 Pocabontas1 139.6 C.M. Cubbage, Smith-Meal Co. 
26. 1918 E. Warren Edwards 125.2 Menhaden Products 
27. 1918 Lancaster 109.4 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
28. 1918 Martin 109.4 Diamond State Fish Products 
29. 1918 Richmond 109.4 Fish Products Co. 
30. 1918 Swanson 109.4 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
31. 1919 Elizabeth Edwards 82.6 Fish Meal Co. 
32. 1919 H.R. Humphreys 126.1 Fish Products Co. 
33. 1919 Seminole 103.0 Fish Products Co. 
34. 1922 Little Joe 134.3 Fish Products Co. 
35. 1923 Elias F. Wilcox 139.1 Smith-Meal Co. 
36. 1923 Parkins 107.0 Harvey W. Smith 
37. 1923 Thomas C. McNeal 127.9 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
38 1924 Annie Dow 134.3 Fish Products Co. 
39. 1925 Forward2 95.1 Texas Menhaden Co. 
40. 1936 Benjamin L. Bishop 97.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
41. 1936 J .H. Whitehurst 100.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
42. 1937 Charlie Mason 113.1 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
43. 1937 Mary Ellen 113.1 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
44. 1938 Fernandina 88.8 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
45. 1938 Port Monmouth 88.8 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
46. 1938 Promised Land 118.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. (Fish Products Co.) 
47. 1938 West Beaufort (wood) 118.0 Fish Meal Co. 
48. 1941 Charles Herbert Rice 106.9 Harvey W. Smith 
49. 1941 Silver Star 99.5 Fish Meal Co. 
50. 1942 Mis pillion 93.7 Fish Meal Co. 
51. 1942 Air Gannet3 107.l Texas Menhaden Co. 
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No: Built: Vessel Name: Length: Division Owned By: 
52 1942 Bonner L. Willis4 106.3 Texas Menhaden Co. 
53. 1942 Dinky4 108.6 Texas Menhaden Co. 
54. 1942 TarHeel

4 106.7 Texas Menhaden Co. 
55. 1943 Evelyn L. Willis5 106.3 Texas Menhaden Co. 
56. 1944 Belford 113.9 Atlantic Nav. Co. (Sold to Jetts) 
57. 1944 Fire Island 113.9 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
58. 1944 Palm Beach6 168.8 New Smith-Meal Co. 
59. 1944 Shearwater 7 168.2 Seacoast Products, Inc. 
60. 1944 Si.keoyness8 168.2 Fish Products Co. 
61. 1944 Sinepuxent9 168.2 Fish Products Co. 
62. 1944 T . ah 10 153.7 Fish Products Co. angip oa 
63. 1945 Fearless Fosdick (tug) 38.6 Harvey W .Smith 
64. 1945 Nan·agansett (ca1Tyaway)11 197.4 Smith-Meal Co. 
65. 1945 Shoal Harbor (wood) 120.5 Harvey W. Smith 
66. 1946 Cape May (dragger) 85.5 Smith-Meal Co. 
67. 1946 Escatawpa 95.7 Harvey W. Smith 
68. 1946 Fin (misc.) 31.0 Fish Products of Md. 
69. 1946 Mississippi 95.7 Harvey W. Smith 
70. 1946 Sandy Hook (wood) 125.6 Harvey W.Smith 
71. 1947 Chandeleur 105.1 Harvey W.Smith 
72. 1947 Crab Island (barge) 98.1 Fish Products Co. 
73. 1947 Little George (tug) 36.0 Fish Products Co. 
74. 1947 Moss Point 106.8 Fish Meal Co. (Sold to Standard Products) 
75. 1947 Oceii.n Springs 105.9 Fish Meal Co. (Sold to Standard Products) 
76. 1947 Singing River 106.8 Fish Meal Co. 
77. 1948 Barnegat 120.4 Fish Products Co. 
78. 1948 Brigantine 120.4 Fish Products Co. 
79. 1948 Little Egg (barge) 98.1 Fish Products Co. 
80. 1948 Mattie H. Phillips 125.3 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
81. 1948 Rockaway 121.8 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
82. 1949 Absecon 130.5 Fish Products Co. 
83. 1949 Beach Haven 120.4 Fish Pl'Oducts Co. 
84, 1949 Calcasieu 121.7 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
85. 1949 Fish Hawk 134.2 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
86. 1949 Little Gull 130.5 Fish Pwducts Co. 
87. 1949 Manasquan 120.4 Fish Products Co. 
88. 1949 Mermentau 121.7 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
89. 1949 Montauk 146.0 Smith-Meal Co. 
90. 1949 Sea Girt 120.4 Fish Products Co. 
91. 1949 Shinnecock 146.0 Smith-Me al Co. 
92. 1950 Alice E. 91.2 Texas Menhaden Co. 
93. 1950 Brandywine 130.5 Fish Products Co. 
94. 1950 East Hampton (steel) 130.5 Fish Products Co. 
95. 1950 Mark Winne 91.2 Texas Menhaden Co. 
96. 1950 Princess Bay 134.2 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
97. 1950 ShrewsbID"y 130.5 Fish Products Co. 
98. 1951 Alex M. (passenger) 36.1 Fish Products Co. 
99. 1951 Indian River 130.5 Fish Products Co. 

100. 1951 Maidstone 140.5 Smith-Meal Co. 
101. 1951 Nantucket 140.5 Smith-Meal Co. 
102. 1951 Rehoboth 130.5 Fish Products Co. 
103. 1953 Elmo 124.7 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
104. 1953 Moriches 130.6 Fish Products Co. 
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No: Built: Vessel Name: Leng!;h: Division Owned By: 

105. 1954 Al Cubbage 141.5 Fish Meal Co. 

106. 1954 Am.agansett 140.5 Smith-Meal Co. 

107. 1954 Neptune 139.4 Fish Meal Co. 

108. 1954 O.M. Haverstick*12 141.5 Fish Meal Co. (J. Howard Smith Co.) 

109. 1954 Seven Islands (Barge) 133.1 Fish Products Co. 

110. 1954 Triton 140.4 Fish Meal Co. 
111. 1954 Winter Quarter* 130.6 Fish Products Co. 
112. 1955 Acadia* 120 Fish Meal Co. 
113. 1955 Fisherman* 142.8 Fish Meal Co. 
114. 1955 Louisiana* 142.8 Atlantic Navigation Co. 

115. 1955 Muddy Water* 142.8 Fish Meal Co. 
116. 1955 Napeague* 141.5 Smith-Meal Co. 
117. 1955 Parramore Banks 130.5 Fish Products Co. 
118. 1955 Texas* 142.8 Fish Products Co. 

119. 1956 Bird Island 124 Fish Meal Co. 
120 1956 Breton Island 124 Fish Meal Co. 
121. 1956 Cat Island* 124 Fish Meal Co. 
122. 1956 Dauphin Island* 124 Fish Meal Co. 
123. 1956 Fenwick Island 130.4 Fish Products Co. 
124. 1956 Horn Island 124 Fish Meal Co. 
125. 1956 Romer Shoal* 140.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
126. 1956 Shoal Harbor (steel) 122.9 Fish Meal Co. 
127. 1956 Ship Island 124.4 Fish Meal Co. 
128. 1956 West Beaufort (steel) 122.9 Fish Meal Co. 
129. 1957 WAbner 193,8 Fish Meal Co. 
130. 1957 Tiny Tim 194.6 Fish Meal Co. 
131. 1958 Frosty Morn 195 Fish Meal Co. (Texas Menhaden Co.) 
132. 1958 Sandy Hook (steel) 147.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
133. 1958 Broadkill (fireboat) 32.7 Fish Products Co. 
134. 1959 Finnegan (oyster boat) 66.9 Smith Research & Development 
135. 1959 La Salle 134.8 Fish Meal Co. 
136. 1959 Sharps Point (tug) 32.7 Fish Products of Md. 
137. 1960 Arthur J. Minners 147.3 Smith-Meal Co. 
138. 1960 High Tide 150.3 Texas Menhaden Co. 
139. 1960 La Nina13 45,9 Fish Meal Co. 
140. 1960 La Pinta13 47.4 Fish Products Co. 
141. 1960 Maverick 150.3 Gulf Menhaden Co. 
142. 1960 Sabine Pass 150.3 Gulf Menhaden Co. 
143. 1960 Santa Maria 13 46.1 J. Howard Smith Co. 
144. 1960 Shallow Water 150.3 Gulf Menhaden Co. 
145. 1960 Southwester 150.3 Gulf Menhaden Co. 
146. 1960 Trinity Shoal 150.3 Gulf Menhaden Co. 
147. 1962 Beachcomber 160.0 Texas Menhaden Co. 
148. 1962 Berwick Bay14 160.0 Texas Menhaden Co. 
149. 1963 Alcor 74.4 Texas Menhaden Co. 
150. 1963 Antares 74.4 Texas Menhaden Co. 
151. 1963 Canopus 72.6 Texas Menhaden Co. 
152. 1963 Capella 74.4 Texas Menhaden Co. 
153. 1963 Green Run* 166.2 Fish Products Co. 
154. 1963 Procyon 74.4 Texas Menhaden Co. 
155. 1963 Rigel 72.6 Texas Menhaden Co. 
156. 1963 Sirius 72.6 Texas Menhaden Co. 
157. 1963 Southampton 147.3 Smith-Meal Co. 
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158. 1963 Spica 74.4 Texas Menhaden Co. 

159. 1965 Southland 200.3 (Sold to Gulf Oil, Liberian Flag) 

160. 1965 Tideland 200.3 Menhaden Products of Virginia 

161. 1966 Aries (combination boat) 66.0 Smith-Meal Co. 
162. 1966 Double O Seven 163.8 (RetUl"ned to McDermott's Shipyard) 

163. 1966 Gulf Shore 163.8 (Returned to McDermott's Shipyard) 

164. 1966 Morning Star 163.8 (Returned to McDermott's Shipyard) 

165. 1966 Mud Lump 163.8 (Returned to McDermott's Shipyard) 

166. 1966 Old Joe 163.8 (Returned to McDermott's Shipyard) 

167. 1966 Pelican 163.8 (Returned to McDermott's Shipyard) 

168. 1966 Shoreline 163.8 (Returned to McDermott's Shipyard) 

169. 1966 Waterman 163.8 (Returned to McDermott's Shipyard) 

170. 1977 Bull Dog 163.0 Seacoast Products, Inc. 

NOTES: 

1- Formerly the David W. Burbage. 
2- Formerly the Stanolind 27. 
3- Formerly the WA VR-423 (USCG) and the SC-659 (USN). (Subchaser converted to air-sea rescue vessel.) 
4- These vessels (the Bonner L. Willis, the Dinky, and the Tar Heel) were former subchasers. 
5- Formerly the SC-1022 (USN) and the USS Air Piper, WAVR-452. (Subchaser converted to air-sea rescue 

vessel.) 
6- Formerly the USS Palm Beach (AGER-3) (FS-type hull, rigged as intelligence-gathering ship). 

Converted to bunker boat in 1975. Originally built as FS-217for U.S. Army, later taken over by 
Navy as AKL-45. 

7- Formerly the FS-411 (U.S. Army). Later taken oveT by U.S. Navy, Military Sea Transportation Service, 
as USNS Shearwater. Conve1·ted to bunker boat in 1980. 

8- Formerly the FS-180 (U.S. Army). Converted to bunker boat in 1960s) 
9- Formerly the Blue Laker (Canadian), the Zebrula (Canadian), and the FS-231 (U.S. Army). Converted 

to bunker boat in 1960s. 
10- Formerly the Skate, the Lempira (Hondurnn), and the USS LCIL-691. 
11- Formerly the USS Snake River, LSMR-533. (Landing craft fitted with guns and rockets for shore 

bombai·dment). Converted in 1960s. 
12- Named for the foreman at Promised Land factory. Name changed to Marsh Island in 1983. 
13- These boats (the La Nina, the La Pinta, and the Santa ,.1,1aria) were west coast- type purse seiners. 
14- Formerly the Fat Chance. 
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LOCATION OF DIVISIONS: 

ATLANTIC NAVIGATION CO. - Fleet at Port Monmouth, N.J. (Factory owned by J. Howard Smith Co.) 

DIAMOND STATE FISH PRODUCTS - Factory built on Mispillion River, Delaware, in 1930s. Later 
discontinued. 

FISH MEAL CO. -Factories at Beaufort, N.C., and Moss Point, Miss. 

FISH PRODUCTS CO. - Factories at Lewes, Delaware, and Crab Island, New Jersey. Later at Morgan City 
and Intracoastal City, Louisiana. 

GULF MENHADEN CO. - Factory at Cameron, Louisiana. 

MENHADEN PRODUCTS OF VIRGINIA- Planned factory for former ferry terminal, Kiptopeke, Virginia. 
(Ferry put out of business by Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel). Boats from this factory would :fish on 
Chesapeake Bay and up and down entire East Coast. 

NEW SMITH-MEAL COMPANY - Reorganized in 1973. Operated factory at Port Monmouth, N.J. 

SEACOAST PRODUCTS CO. - Subsidiary of Hanson Trust, English firm that bought out Smith interests in 
entirety in 1973. 

SMITH-MEAL CO. - Factory at Promised Land, Amagansett, Long Island, N.Y. 

TEXAS MENHADEN COMPANY -Factory at Keith Lake, Sabine Pass, Texas. 
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DISPOSITION OF VESSELS: 

VESSELS SOLD TO AMERICAN .QLAM COMPANY: 

77. Barnegat 91. Shinnecock 
78. Brigantine 93. Brandywine 
82. Absecon 94 East Hampton (steel) 
83. BeachHauen 97. Shrewsbury 
84. Calcasieu 99. Indian River 
86. Little Gull 100. Maidstone (renamed John Marvin) 
87. Manasquan 101. Nantucket 
89. Montauk 102. Rehoboth 
90. Sea Girt 117. Parramore Banks 

VESSELS SOLD TO OTHER PARTIES: 

7. Virginia- Sold to Jett Menhaden Co., Reedville, Va., circa 1947 

11. Helen Euphane- Sold to Alex McDowell, Annapolis, Md., for conversion into houseboat, 
circa 1969. 

17. McKeever Brothers- Put ashore as restaurant on Nanticoke River , Seaford, Delaware, 
circa 1969. 

39. Forward- Sold to Marine Coating Specialists, circa 1965. 

56. Belford- Sold to Jett Menhaden Co. following fire at sea, 1953. 

63. Fearless Fosdick- Taken to Raleigh, N.C., and displayed in front of a fish 
market/seafood restaurant. 

64. Narragansett- Sold circa 1975, renamed Marylander, used as freighter on Chesapeake 
Bay. 

66 Cape May- Sold to J oa. S. Dolan, Jr., Guilford, Conn., circa 1970. 

7 4. Moss Point- Sold to Standard Products Inc. 

75. Ocean Springs- Sold to Standard Products Inc. 

81. Rockaway- Sold for snapper rig, Gloucester, Mass., circa 1970. 

159. Southland- Sold to Gulf Oil Co. for seismic survey ship, 1965. Transferred to Liberian 
flag. 

161. Aries- Sold circa 1970, used for longlining out of Sandwich, Mass. 

VESSELS SOLD FOR SCRAP. BROKEN .I.!E AT BERWICK, LA., CIRCA 1977: 

105. Al Cubbage 138. High Tide 
110. Triton 144. Shallow Water 
119. Bird Island 
120. Breton Island 
124. Homlsland 



VESSELS SOLD AND LATER ABANDONED OR SUNK: 

1 Eugene F. Price- Sold, sunk as fishing reef off Delaware, circa 1969. 

2. John L. Lawrence-Abandoned at mouth of Maurice River, N.J., circa 1974. 

16. Edward J. McKeever, Jr.- Sold to Robert Sinclair of Hampton, Va. Beached at Cod Harbor, Tangier Island, 
circa 1970. 

20. Stephen W. McKeever, Jr.• Sunk off Ocean City, Md., as fishing reef, circa 1975. 

22. Wilbert A. Edwards- Sold to parties in Cape May, N.J. Sunk alongside dock at old railway, vVhitehaven, 
Maryland, circa 1975. 

25. Pocahontas- Sold for engine and abandoned in Arthur Kill, circa 1965. 

26. E. Warren Edwards- Sold, sunk as fishing reef off Ocean City (Md.), circa 1969. 

50. Mispillion- Sold to Beaufort Fisheries, 1945. Later abandoned by them, towed to flats across creek from 
factory, and set afire, 14 July 1965. 

80. Mattie H. Phillips- Sold to Bay Towing Company for engine, and abandoned at Little Creek, circa 1977. 

85. Fish Hawk- Supposedly, the boat abandoned under the Bayonne Bridge, on the Staten Island shore. 

88. Mermentau.- In Potomac River, Mallows Bay, Md. (See Shomette, Donald G., The Ghost Fleet of Mallows 
Bay.) 

96. Princess Bay- Abandoned at Solomons, Md., circa 1975. 

103. Elmo- Sold to Stanley Frankel, circa 1975. Scuttled offMontaukPoint, circa 1989. 

104. Moriches- Sunk in Gulf of Mexico, circa 1976. 

VESSELS LOST AT SEA: 

4. Annie L. Wilcox- On Shagwong Reef, 25 July 1934. 

6. Ocean View- Foundered in Long Island Sound, in hurricane of 21 September 1938. 

9. Northumberland- Foundered off Ambrose Lightship, 24 October 1955. 

19. Rowland H. Wilcox- Foundered 94NM off Nags Head, N.C., 30 September 1943 (On Naval service.) 

36. Parkins- Foundered off Atlantic Beach, N.C., 21 December 1942. 

38. Annie Dow- Foundered in heavy squall on 14 October 1943, off Mayaguez, Puerto Rico (On Naval Service). 

106. Amagansett- Foundered off Cape Lookout, 20 November 1964. 

123. Fenwick Island- Foundered off Cape Lookout, 7 December 1968. 



VESSELS ABANDONED WHILE STILL UNDER SMITH OWNERSHIP: 

3. L uce Brothers- At Moss Point, circa 1948. 

10. F.S. Willard- Sunk at dock at Promised Land, abandoned 1941. 

15. A1nanda Bishop- At Moss Point, circa 1960. 

23. A. Brooke Taylor- Abandoned at Jacksonville, Fla., 1962, after having been delivered to J.F. Bellinger's 
shipyard. Stripped of equipment for us,e on the Southampton (No. 156). 

24. East Hampton (wood)-At Reedville, 1946. 

27. Lancaster- At Reedville, circa 1970. 

31 Elizabeth Edwards- At Moss Point, circa 1960. 

35. Elias F. Wilcox- At Promised Land, circa 1955. Burned 1968. 

37. Thomas C. McNeal- At Reedville, circa 1970. 

48. Charles Herbert Rice- At Intracoastal City, La., circa 1970. 

57. Fire Island-At Reedville, circa 1970. 

62. Tangipahoa- (Supposedly) at Intracoastal City, La., circa 1970. 

VESSELS LOST TO FIRE WHILE STILL UNDER SMITH OWNERSHIP: 

28. Martin- Burned at Mispillion River factory, 1934 (month and day not known). 

42. Charlie Mason- Burned 2.5NM off Cameron, La., 9 June 1956 

47. West Beaufort (wood)- Burned approx. 5.5 NM Ex S Calcasieu Pass, 10 August 1963. 

64. Shoal Harbor (wood)- Burned in L29-3ON, A92-38W (5NM offshore, 0192Q from Big Constance Bayou) 29 
Sept 1955 

VESSELS _S_Q1Q. TO S.I.U. AND BURNED AT PINEY POINT, MD., CIRCA 1969: 

5. Sterling 40. Benjamin L. Bishop 
8. John 'l'wohy Brusstar 41. J.H. Whitehurst 
12. E.J. Codd 43. Mary Ellen, 
13. Leander Wilcox 44. Fernandina 
14. Rappaha.nnock 45. Port Monmouth 
33. Seminole 49. Silver Star 



DISPOSITION UNKNOWN (AS OF 2001) - INFORMATION NEEDED: 

NO: 

18. 
21. 
29. 
30. 
32. 
34. 
46. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 
72. 
73. 
76. 
79. 

NAME: OFFICIAL NO: NO: NAME: OFFICIAL NO: 

Ringgold Brothers 209216 92. Alice E. 259540 
W.L. Messick 208805 95. Mark Winne 259597 
Richmond 216582 98. AlexM. 262699 
Swanson 216583 109. Seven Islands 268668 
H.R. Humphreys 218334 126. Shoal Harbor 271491 
Little Joe 222067 128. West Beaufort 271803 
Promised Land 237525 133. Broadkill 279285 
Air Gannet 259057 134. Finnegan 279284 
Bonner L. Willis 255204 135. Sharps Point 278285 
Dinky 256749 138. LaNina 280451 
Tar Heel 255240 140. La Pinta 280452 
Evelyn L. Willis 256786 143. Santa Maria 280453 
Escatawpa 252204 149. Alcor 293054 
Fin 268766 150. Antares 291118 
Mississippi 252206 151. Canopus 290518 
Sandy Hook 249835 152. Capella 290516 
Chandeleur 253791 154. Procyon 291119 
Crab Island 253241 155. Rigel 290519 
Little George 253242 156. Sirius 290517 
Singing River 252652 158. Spica 293053 
Little Egg 255550 

INFORMATION NEEDED ON THE FATE OR PRESENT WHERABOUTS 
OF ABOVE VESSELS. 

ANY INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 

E.L. SHERRILL, III 
4021 BLACK STUMP ROAD 

WEEMS, VIRGINIA 
22576 



INDEX TO BOAT NAMES 

VESSEL NAME: NO: VESSEL NAME: NO; VESSEL NA.ME: NO: 

A. Brooke Taylor 23 Escatawpa 67 Mispillion 50 
Absecon 82 Eugene F. Price 1 Mississippi 69 
Acadia 112 Evelyn L. Willis 55 Montauk 89 
Air Gannet 51 Moriches 104 
Al Cubbage 105 F.S. Willard 10 Morning Star 164 
Alcor 149 Fearless Fosdick 63 Moss Point 74 
AlexM. 98 Fenwick Island 123 Mud Lump 165 
Alice E. 92 Fernandina 44 Muddy Water 115 
AmaganBett 106 Fin 68 
Amanda Bishop 15 Finnegan 134 Nantucket 101 
Annie Dow 38 F.u·e Island 57 Napeague 116 
Annie L. Wilcox 4 Fish Hawk 85 Narragansett 64 
Antares 150 Fisherman 113 Neptune 107 
Aries 161 Forward 39 Northumberland 9 
Arthur J. :Minners 137 Frosty Morn 131 

O.M. Haverstick 108 
Barnegat 77 Green Run 153 Ocean Springs 75 
Beach Haven 83 Gulf Shore 163 Ocean View 6 
Beachcomber 147 Old Joe 166 
Belford 56 H.R. Humphreys 32 
Benjamin L. Bishop 40 Helen Euphane 11 Palm Beach 58 
Be1.·wick Bay 148 High Tide 138 Parkins 36 
Bird Island 119 Horn Island 124 Parramore Banks 117 
Bonner L. Willis 52 Pelican 167 
Brandywine 93 Indian River 99 Pocahontas 25 
Breton Island 120 Port Monmouth 45 
Brigantine 78 J.H. "Whitehurst 41 Princess Bay 96 
Broadkill 133 John L. Lawrence 2 Procyon 154 
Bull Dog 170 John Twohy Brussta.r· 8 Promised Land 46 

Calcasieu 84 La Nina 139 Rappahannock 14 
Canopus ]51 La Pinta 14.0 Rehoboth 102 
Cape May 66 La Salle 135 Richmond 29 
Capella 152 Lancaster 27 Rigel 155 
Cat Island 121 Leander Wilcox 13 Ringgold Brothers 18 
ChandeleUJ.• 71 Lil Abner 129 Rockaway 81 
Charles Herbert Rice 48 Little Egg (barge) 79 Romer Shoa 125 
Charlie Mason 42 Little George 73 Rowland H. Wilcox 19 
Crab Island 72 Little Gull 86 

Little Joe 34 Sabine Pass 142 
Dauphin Island 122 Louisiana 114 Sandy Hook (wood) 70 
Dinky 53 Luce Brothers 3 Sandy Hook 132 
Double O Seven 162 Santa Maria 143 

Maidstone 100 Sea Girt 90 
E. WanenEdwards 26 Manasquan 87 Seminole 33 
E.J. Codd 12 Mark Winne 95 Seven Islands 109 
East Hampton (steel) 94 Martin 28 Shallow Water 144 
East Hampton (wood) 24 Mary Ellen 43 Sharps Point 136 
Edward J. McKeever Jr. 16 Mattie H. Phillips 80 Shearwater 59 
Elias F. Wilcox 35 Maverick 141 Shinnecock 91 
Elizabeth Edwards 31 MeKeever Brothe1·8 17 Ship Island 127 
Elmo 103 Mermentau 88 Shoal Harbor (steel) 126 



.. . 

VESSEL NAME: NO: 

Shoal Harbor (wood) 65 
Shoreline 168 
Shrewsbury 97 
Sikeoyness 60 
Silver Star 49 
Sinepuxent 61 
Singing River 76 
Sirius 156 
Southampton 157 
Southland 159 
Southwester 145 
Spica 158 
Stephen W. McKeever Jr. 20 
Sterling 5 
Swanson 30 

Tangipahoa 62 
Tar Heel 54 
Texas 118 
Thomas C. McNeal 37 
Tideland 160 
Tiny Tim 130 
Trinity Shoal 146 
Triton 110 

Virginia 7 

W.L. Messick 21 
Waterman 169 
West Beaufort (steel) 128 
West Beaufort (wood) 47 
Wilbert A. Edwards 22 
Winter Quarter 111 
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'.FJ 

I 'lG d1urges 

I do hcrd,y <·l'rlify tl111l tlie al,ovc is a true n,•porl as rcportc<l liy the quurtcr-
nw ... tc-r to my offict' tlais day. ,JSE. GREE~. 

A<lj. Genl. 

Ht-:l'ORT 01•' )111.lTAHY ~TllEXGTH IN C.AJIP AT LEWES 27th :MARCH 1813. 

Stuff Offic-<.•r.s 
(io\· . .\id Cc,lo ~a11111d Da\'is. 
do cfo Colo W111. D. Wapk•s 

Adj L .. .. ,la(.'Oh L(·ll l Ill "!' 

~11rgeo11 Dodr .Jolrn "'hilt• 
S11gco11s :\late V11ctr Holl(_•rt Wilth:111k 
Qu:irler :\lasll'r .l11lt11 llouslo11 
l'ayillaslcr Le"<'-" \\\•st 
Commissary Da\'id Pay111t·r 

C11i,lt1!! 

Ari illt•ry '1'111111111~ Ho, lrwy 
Uo :-;amud D11 1·i, 

TrcK,p uf 111,r;.c \\'111. :--l11111kla11d 
l>o Uit·linrd llarri 11~l1J11 
l>o J,,1111 Wurm·r 

ft1fontry Julin ,\,l11m.~ 
\"ul1111tn1 John Kolk,,·k 
IJo Jolin l>or111a11 

,. 
30 
81 
l!-J 
I~ 
i.7 
u 
70 
:l.'i 

!h?.'i ------- - -·· ----

~111~kl-t.1 

!IJ 
HO 
. . 
.. 
. . 
50 
70 
~H 

iW!J I 

Rcgmcntal Officers 
Brigd G(•nl Thos. :Fisher. 
Licutn. Col Samuel Puyntcr 
llrigadc l\Iajor Charles :\[. Cullin 
:\fojor Hohcrt Hill 
Sc<:rctary \\'111, II. Wells 
Orum )lajor Thos. Alkins 
Fifo :Mujor Bagwell Atkius 

- ----
ll11yont'l!i Cu rt rii;t'!i pair!! of pi~tul.-i Sword:J 

35 1010 
80 :W80 
.. 70 li IS 

. . 100 li 11 

. . i60 to 26 
50 o:JO 
70 H70 
tM too 

t(J!J Ul:18 I 50 r,o 
-· -

His Exc·dle;u·y will ob~ern•, Thul ('uptn Thos. HoJtu.•y.,; Compnny huve hccn on 
duty from the IOI h :\l,m·h 18 l!J. Al.so ( '11pl11 Sarnud Da\'ise!f Compnny-1111d thul 
the lh-mnir11ll0r of lite alio\'c 'l'roopc.!4 did <:ntcr 011 duly nt lhi!4 pince 011 the 'lbt 
i11!!l1111l . ... . . Al~o lh·mnrk that Co! ,. ~nrul. Puy11lc.-r wa.,; on duly from llic 16th 
.-\l~o uh!ier\'c tl,ul <.'11f1lll ,Jol,11 Adn111 ... • ... Co111pn11y or lllfn11lry wc.-rc.• Lhilf <luy d::.;-
daurged from dut~· 111111 lt·H the Cump ul l..<:we~ . .... .. .. . . ..... . 

Adjt G<.·111. Olli«·er lu.•111l<1uartcr~ IA'Wl'~ Town 'l71h of :\f 1m·h 181:.J 
I tfo l1t·rd1\' ( 't•rl if 1,· t hn t the ulHJ\'<.• i!'S n true ~lnkllll'II l 1111cl Heporl of l he ~lili-. . 

lnry Streugth 1t11d ~it1111lion nl <'nmp thi.i; duy. 
I\ E~ 1>.\L BAT~O~ l>l'puty .-\Jjt. Ge11L 
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State of Delan·are 

To .Frnncis Cunniughum-Dr. 

To 8 clnys with maggon & laorst•!io goin~ lo J-<'wiljtown ) 
& rl'lurning with munilionll o! WJ1r wdi,:hing ~ 

IO OU 
iHOO wt. at 5 dolluri1 J>t·r clny 
ernrloyed 1,y Jolin :C:to<:kton , , , . . , , , , .. , . . , , I 

- - - - - ----------- .. ·- - - ·-- --·-· 
~iles Register ~larc·h 27th. 18 l!J 

BLOCKADE OF THE DELA \\ • .\HE 

From Philadelphia to the sea, 011 holh sides or the D<·lawar<•. th<.' 111o sl Yigorous 
and truly Al\1.ERICAN dforts arc 111aki11g to resi.'it, n ·pd 111111 puuish the t•1w111y. if 
lil' sha ll pullulc the soil with the ft.d of his sla \'e.'i, o r, wit Ii i11<·<·rnliary p,,li<·y. a l latk 
the towns. The people o( J_,c,,·csluw u i11dig1111ntly rc jcc:t<:d the proffe r<·d ln·as,m of 
<:ornrnodore Herresfor<l, and prl'pan·d by every means i11 t lu•ir powl·r to rq,d his 
dl•~i~ns. At Dover, on Sumla~· last, in (.•()flSC<jUCllCC or the llJO\'l'llll'lllS or Liu: ('IICIIIY, 

the drum heal to arms. The wl1o!c population · of 11II tl,c \'11rio11s S('l'ts a ncl pt·rsua

sions, religious nud polilkal, c.-apablc of shouldering a muskl'I, a s~1•111hlt·d: ar111 . ..; 
WNC lihcrully <listrilmtcd, u11d rrom -mo to 600 lll l'II w <:r c rl'ad?· f ()r Sl' r \' ic·(.•. It was 

pll'nsuut to rcmnrk that all the ~OLl>IEHS OF THE RE\"OLt:TIO ~ i 11 tlw lll'igh 

horhoo<l were prl'S<'lll. O11c old gcntll'tll<.'11 who <lcscr \'<'S to be 11:1111<.'d. '.\Ir .. Jo,1 :ill11111 

~fr:'\at, tottering 011 lii.i. staff, n·<·cin:tl his 11111sket, 11 11d with h<·art?· will ,,·1•11l tli ruu g li 

the 1I1UllOl'U\"fcs. Sunday us it wus. l )I(' \'l'lll'rahlc rnnn (a worthy llll'llllwr ancl .-.trid 
olJs<.·rvcr of the rules of the :\ll'll1odist d111rr-l1) retiring hom(', ,,d himsdf lo work, 

making lmll cartridges, affordi11~ the ~·oulh the fruits of liis l'Xpni1·11<.·e, a rid pn·s<•11t
i11g au cxnmplc irrc.sistnlily l<·adi11g lo pal rio t ism. The force 11111Slt-rs frt·q 1u·11tl~· for 
tlrill, a11d hnvc ma<lc gn•at progress i11 t•sstnl ials. 

Al Smyrnn the pt•oplc llrt! " all ali,0<!"- 111t111ition.s of war arl' j,rl'pan·d. and all 
pusi hie 111cnn.s a re ta kt·u for the def e 111_•c of I Im L place nnd , ·i,·i11i l.,\'. 

Al Z\cw Cn.-.Lll·, the d1id <·011trol or tire ddensin• 111t•:1sun•s Ira.-. h<"ell 1·011fidl'd 
to the veteran Capt. Bc11111:lt, or the 11111<:h cxtolh.·cl "Delawarl' Blul•s" wl10, with 
Gt•n. Green, cnrncd unr1uli11g laun·ls, in lite southern sl:tlc:s. This l,ran· rnan i.-, in 
ltis cll•mcnt, nml, as (·0l011cJ, lms tl1c ('OlllJIIHJl(I or SOlllC wdl tlisipli1a·d militia. arlil
l<·ry and i11fantry . 

. \t Wilmi11glon, the general 111t•a.'-\lrl's o r d<·foncc a p1><·a r !-11h111i t led . l,y <·0111111011 
l·o11st•11l, lo <:oloncl Allen :\1 'Lam·, a Sc,·c·11 ly -!-ixt•r, awl " us lrne as ~tt't'I... To a id 
fii111 i11 Jiis oppcrnlions, all ''the llll'U of othe r ycars," n nlt:ra11 band <,f ga ll:a11t hearts. 
arc 011 the alert, assisting. Butteri<.•s nn .• c rc<"li11g (or perhaps a rt· t:n·<.-ll-d ) 1,dow 
~l'W Custle on the Dcluwurc, und 011 tl1c C'laristi1111n rin r that ll'lt(ls lo \\'il111i11gto11." 

~ilcs Hcgh1trr :\larch 2ilh. 181:J 

The people of Lcwe~town rd11.sc<I tl1e request, ns th <·y ouglil; a11J un apology 
ha,; app<'arl'd in n l'hil11ddpl1i11 paper r1,r the <lemnnd- .s11?·i 111,.: that thr , c •11111u1u.ll'r 
ilt•l'larcd he did not know it would lwn• been high trt•a.s1:11 for tlu.•111 ~o 1·0111ply with 
lhl· rt:quil'4ilio11 cli,;c he would 11ol 1mn• made it. lie Ji,,~d, 1,l· 1 i1:q,:,;, a 1,et kr rea!ioll 

fur tll·~istin~, from the guthcri11g of the pl'upl<' lo oppose the l1111di11g.'' 
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.-\djt. G(,'!l. (Hti<'l' Lt>\H~.-. Town Station .-\pril 1st, 181!>.-

l do hL•rt•hy ('L~rlify that the above i:-; a true rcporl taken from the Het.urns made to my offic·e 
thi . .., day hy the quarter master and :\rmorer 

,J:SE. GREEN 

Hi:-; Exel'llen(•,r .JO~EPI-1 HASLETT. E,:,;q . 
Adj. Genl. 

-1 
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~ -;> 
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A LIST OF :\IEN ENROLLED lN THE SEVENTH CO:MPANY OF THE 
SECOND RE(iI:\lE~T OF DELA \VARJ~ )L\LlTL\ 

FIHST TUESDAY IN APHL 1813 

Commis~ioned Officers 
,. 

Captain .J ,Ums TIIO.\I J>:-;()~ 

Lieutenant Wll,I.1.\.\1 W .\T~OX 
Ensign JOH~ CLAHK : 

1st Sergeant Wm Guthrie -- '=--=----- --, 

Privates :O:aml .\Jc:\r'11lll'!I 
~ .,, Jeremiah Bnil<'y 
Zl ;:j \\'n: Coehran 
~Ci D11\·id E"nn11 

I 

~ 1st Corporal Jaco!:, Faires 
~ Privates John Lumpre 
0 
..d .... -<.C 

Joseph (iirvin 
J-:dward \\'right 
Michael Kirlc 

!i!nd SergC'nnt Joseph Th,m1pson 
Privates Thomas Clark 

.!l ir--
'I ~ 

2nd Corporal Eli ~owlnn 
Privates ,J£'ssc .\lh:iny 

Snml ~tewnrl 
Wm. l'itts 
Ow<'n Dcvdin 

Joseph Lintllc 
,lamt·s Con11or 
Tlwmas '.\lc '.\lullt•n 
Dani T hor11pso11 

I ~ 
I _. 

I :.;, I :;:, 
,. 

=========-==-i. . 
3rd Sergeant Henry Balton j! ~ !frtl Corproal Wm Batton 

G Prirnlcs Jnrll(.'/1 Brnlton l'rivatrs Xathnni1·l l>n,·id 
_ :r. JosC'ph lliggin,1 
1 J John Cunning!iarn 
E- :_;i \\"m Cann 

Thomas (i rimes 
Isaac Butbr 
Jncob Stuart 

= = ===-~·:-.-:--c -,, -==== ============== 
-Hh Sl'rgea11t IA.•\·i I ' nderwornl 

..c Wm Bl'k·w 
~- ~ - .Ja1111•11 D1t\'is 
~ S ,Tumcs Thonrns 

Jonathan Gore 

'I> -Uh Corporal .John Cloward 
-3 l'ri\'alcs .-\brah!ll_ Pierce 
- Wm Clark 
.J -= :,.J) 

·c; 
Isaac J1HJU<'I t 
Charles llumphric11 

EXTH:\CTS FHO:.\I THE GOVER:\"on·s HEGISTER 

The Gon•rnor c·o111111i!-,sio11cd, 
Caesar.-\. Hodnry Capt. } 
.\n·hihnl Jlc1111ilto11 Lieut-1st. 
.\lien Thompson-'lral Lieut. 

The Go\'c-rnor c:0111mis.sio11ed, 
Iliram \Yehb Lieut. 
,James Hanson Ensign 

.John Killc11 C:ipl. 
l'der :.\ferrcdith Lieut. 
(,<·orge C11hhidge i◄:!l.'-ign . 

:\ l ost•s ~i pplc Lit•11 I. 
.Jaeoli Boon Ensi~n. 

} 

} 
} 

April 7, 1813. 

of I he 'lncl Company of Artillery allaehcd 
to tire first Brigade . 

April o, 181:J. 

Isl Company !lr<l lkgimcnt. 

April I:J, 1813. 

-Hh Company .>th Regiment. 

Olli Cumpnny 5th Regiment. 
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I s11h111it to you whctlwr it would not be proper to authorize the orga11i1.ation 
of more Yohmtccr companies than the existing laws allow, nnd whether it wol.lld not 
be useful tn rcmler the militiii. law more e11crgctic. The performance of militia 
duties under a loo~c system is the most irkso111c of labours, under a perfect one, the 
most agrccahlc of recreatio11s. 

I lny before you copies or two comm1111il'ations, which haYc hcen received from 
Commodore Beresford, also a return or the for(.'c at Lewistown. 

,IOSEPH HASLET 

REPORT 01•' THE :\lfl.J'L\HY STHE.NGTII IX C.-\:\lP .\T LE\YES TO\Y-1~ 

STATE OF DEL. 

Capt. Thos. R0<lm•y bt Compun~· Artilh.'ry-Offic<·rs & 111c-n Xo :m 
Cnpt. f-nmll!'I B. D:l\·is Do. 77 
Capt. Wm. H1a11klaml 1st tr<)(>p nr hor~c do. 10 
Cnpt. llichard llnrring~on -lnd l>u. 'l3 

( apt. .John Kollo<:k ,·11h111kcrs do. 6:J 
Cnpt.. :\ron Swiggit-~filit ia d1•. .\,'; 

Cnpt. Stl'plu·n Hccldon-Do. Commanded 1,y rll'ml'nl :\lorris -1:1 

Tutnl :m6 

Total 11111011111 of 11111skt'l.'I t.a~·onits & ea rt riagl' hoxt's now in I he posst'ssio11 11f tll<' 111,o,·c Comp:rni~•.'I, l 08 
:\luskl.'ls 1!}8 Ba~·onits. 198 ( 'art ridge 1,o:ws HIS 
Tot11l n11101111t of pairs 0£ Pistols nncl ;iwords in Cav:dry (pr~. pistol.'! 'l3 
~3 pairs of pistols 2i swords . . . . . . . . . . . . Sword;i tt 
Tot II I R11101111t of en rtringes now in possession of troops l,ut h l 
Cavalry nnd foot f ;i3SO 

REPORT OF CO~l:\IISS.-\RYS DEPART:\lENT .\ND :\L\G.\ZI~ .-\I.SO .-\HMOR 
IX THE .-\HSEN.:\L 

Adj. C:enl. Oflin~ 
1,(•,n·s Town Station 

I do herl'hy cTrl ify that the a hove is n c01T(.'Ct. rl'porl taken from the returns 
nwdc this dny lo this olli(.'c. 

KENDAL BATSON 
Deputy Adj. Genl. 

April -Hh 181:L 
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DAVID PAYNTER TO GOV. ,JOS. HASLET 

Dr Sir Lewes, Apr. 4, 1813. 

Doc. ,Jno. \Vhitc has just handed me a letter he recci,·cd from your Excelly. which 
informed me that you dcsicr 1111 Acct. of the Amt. of l\lilitnry stores. I have received 
for the use the l\lilitia. l•'rom the shortness of the time ginn to furnish this infor
mation it is impractablc lo giYe an axnd account, but the follmving statement it is 
hclic\'cd is nearly correct, vi?. ....... .-l,!J63 lbs. of bacon, 4000 lbs. of beef, 6350 lbs. 
of flour, 250 bus. Indian meal, 500 gal. brandy, 120 lbs. candles, 165 lbs. soap, 33 
~alls. vinegar, 0 bus. of salt, 2 barrels of Pilot Bread, 130 bus. of corn, 36 bus. of 
oals, 2 1-2 tons fresh hay, V, stacks of fodder, 10 bus. of peas, 10!3 gall. molasses, Sta
tionary $.;.oo, 110 loads of wood, -~O hus. potatoes, ,i7Q cabbages, 1200 lbs. lead, 30 
k<•1-,ts of powder, 3500 flints, 41-12 lh-88-0 lb 160-(> lh & 216-4 lh Dalis, 25 bags of 
grnpe & Langrngc, 17 small shot, & 1-J chain shot, 20 y<ls. muslin, 70 yds. flannel, 
U lbs. thread, 1~ pair of shoes, di.shes, mugs clc. sny $20-10 Blankets, your Eccelency 
will obser\'C £rum the rclum mudc by the Adjt. Genl. the quantity of the above on 
hunt.I, cxc:<:epting the following nrtidC's which have not hccn returned ,·is. 30 loads of 
wood, GO yds. flauncl, 15 yds. or muslin and some ,·cgctahlcs. The expcnccs of the 
Fortific·alio11s which a;c co11sidcrahlc <·a1111ot be ohtaincd nt this time . 

• \ny further cummu11icatio11 will be thankfully rcech·e1l and pum:lually attended 
lo 1,y your E<:<:ellenr·ys most oht. all(( n•ry humble scn·anl 

D.\YJD PAYNTER 
,JOS. HASLET, Esq. Go\', S. Dd. 

Wil111ington April 5, 181!3. 

GOVEH~OR IIASLETS' ~IESSAGE .\PHIL lith 181:~ 

Fellow Citizens o( the Senate 
and of the House or Reprcsentatin!-", 

A Briti .i:;h Squ:ic.Jron ha\'c arrived in the mouth of the Delaware and arc there at 
1111(·horage. The c:0111111a11dl·r of this sqt111dron hns dcmnndccl from Lcwisto,vn certain 
supplic.'-, thre11tc11ing the cl<·struction of that town, if this demand should not be 
c·omplied with. A rdu.-.al of the dcmund was the only answer, wliid1 the honour of 
the Slate or the Spirit of its Citizens pcrmillC'<l 

It was i11c·11111lirnl upon me to prm·iclc for the <ldcnse of Lewistown. I ordered 
lo this place a portion c,f the militia, made provision for their support and procured 
.... upplics of nnununition. But lhc·fr. hl.'i11g no appropriation mat.le by law for these 
ohj<•ds, I d(•crncd it my duty lo pro<·(•cd no furthN th:111 the ('1llergN1cy required, 
without the ~a11dion of the ll'~islalurc. I ha\'e thl'rt•forc taken the earliest oppor
tunity lo <:otl\'(.•Jle you, to the end I hnl Sll('h appropriations, as you in your wisdom 
may deem expcdic11t, may he uwclc for the ('0111mo11 ddcn<.·c·. 

I 1tet'd not <·all your 11lte11tio11 to the poiuts for nlla('k or in('ursions, whi<"h our 
shores present to the t•nemy. Our .... itualion is wdl k11uw11 lo yon, nor nred I sug
gcsl, that dis1msitio11s should be made eflieiently to rei-isl sueh nltacks and repel 
stH'h i11(·ursio11!4. The militia wli('n <'lilied into serYkc must be supplied with pro
Yi.-.ions nnd n111111111tition. Prolmlily puhlic slorc.•s of ammunition lo be (It-posited 
ut cliffcr<.•11t place~ in the several c·ounlies lo be delin-rc,l umlcr s11d1 r<.•g11lntio11s, as 
would prcn•nl n waste 0£ the nmmunition nnd secure a return of it, if nol properly 
<'XJ><:nded, would he ntl\'h,nl,lc. You will dcl<.-rmi11c what 11ppropriations for these 
purposes nrc cxp<.•clicnt nnd whnt rcgulntions <.·onccrninH military stores ure proper 
to lie made 
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I submit to you whether it would not be proper to authorize the organh 
of more volunteer companies than the existing laws allow, and whclhc it wolll 
be useful to rcmJcr the militia Jnw more energetic. The performance of 11 

linties under a loose system is the most irksome of labours, under a perfect or' • 

most agr<.'cnblc of rc(•reations. 
I lay h<>fore iou copies of lwo communicntions, which have been received 

CornmoJore Ucresford, aJso a return of the force at Lewistown. 
JOSEPH HASLET 

REPORT OF THE ~IILI'f AUY STRENGTH IN C.A)lP AT LE\VES TO\V~ 
STAT1'~ OF DEL. 

Capt. Thoi1. llodn<'Y 1st Company Arlill<'ry-OffiC'Crs & in<'n ~o :m 
Capt. Snmuel B. Dnvis Do. 77 
Capt. Wm. Shankland 1st t roop or horllc do. 16 
Capt. llicburJ Hnrring~on 'lncl Do. 'l!I 
Capt. John Kolloek Yoluntccrs do. 63 
Capt .. Aron Swiggil- ~tilitia do. u 
Capt, St~phcn llcJdon-Do. Commanded liy Clcm<'nt :'\lorri., 4:J 

Total 300 

TolRI nmounl or muskets hayonib & t·art ringc l,oxcs now in the pO!-SC~l!i1111 of the 111,ovc Compani, 
!'\luskct~ 108 n ~.ronils. 198 Carlrirlgc l iOX('ll 

Total nmount or pairs of Pistols n11d swords in Cavnlr.r 
i!3 pairs or pistols 2~ swords ... , .. .. . .. . 
Total amount of cnrtringe.11 now in possc/1.'Jion of lroops l,oth } 
Cavalry nnd fool 

( pr11. pi.11tols 
Swords 

REPORT 01•' COMl\IISSAR):'S PEPART.i\lENT .-\ND :\IAGAZIN ALSO AH : 
IN THE ARSENA I, 

Adj. Gcn1. Offi<:c 
Lewes Town Stntion 

l clo hereby 1:crti(y thul the nho\'C is n. correct, rq>orl tnkcn Crom the re 
mndc this tiny tu this ofliC'c, 

April -Uh HU:l, 

KENll.\L BATSON 
Deputy Adj. Genl. 
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GOVERNOR HASLET'S l\lESSAGE APRIL 7th 1818 

I?cllow Citizens of the Senate and 
of the House of Representatives, 

389 

I lay before you a communication received this morning hy express from S. B. 
Davis Es<J. commanding at Lewistown. Uy this you will perceive, that the enemy 
have commenced an attack upon that town. 

I Jay before you a return made by David Paynter Esq. commissary at Lewis. 
stating, as nearly as he could, the supplies furnished for the militia at Lewistown 
with an estimate of prices. An cxtraet of a letter from Mr. Paynter accompanies 
this return. 

I lay before you an account of certain sums, which I have obtained for the pub
lic service and the manner or the application of these sums, so far as the san•e have 
been 11pplied. 

Ilrigadier Genernl Stockton procured by my or<ler twelve kegs of powder at 
eighteen dollnrs per keg; and I obtained on loan from the United States two thousand 
flints and five hundred and two .. . . . . .. .. . . pounds weight of lead. I could not 
otherwi!iic procure these articles. I also obtained from the United States on loan 
310 balls for fie)d pcices :md 226 lbs of grape shot 

I lay before you a communication received from the Department o[ State, the 
subject of which was hcrct~forc submitted to the consideration of the legislature, 
but I have not been informed of any resolution adopted concerning it. 

I also lay before you a. second communi<.·ation received by express this morning 
from Lewistown. 

JOSEPH HASLET 

.JNO. STOCKTON TO GOV. J. HASLET 

Dear Sir 
Wilmington Apr 6th 1813 

E ndoscd you will receive three Accts for charges as therein stated, I ha,·c made 
my.sel f rc~ponsihlc to the J>(•r~ons who performed the duties; Capt. Wnrn<.'r has a 
hill for the purr-liase of lt•n<l , to wh:1t amount I dont know. 

The muni tions of war lonc<l lo the i-talc by the commissary of the United 
Stales in Philada, the slate of Delaware will I expect take on themselves, so that I 
can take up l\lr \VaL'!on,s receipt. 

The l-ix c·a~ks of powder will he forwarded hy the Dover stage if they will take 
it, with the hullct moulds ir lhcy arc finish(.'d . 

Our Battery a t the Hocks is ncnrly <:omplctcu, and that by voluntary labour, 
whole 1\1 ilitary Companies t uru ',I out to work day about, it hus cost the Corpora tion 
nolhing 1,ut a few Batious, and the t•xpc11~c of plritforms for the guns to he worked 
on. 1 am Sir, with r<.•~pcc·t y 'r obt. :-:t. 

JNO. STOCKTON 

GOV. ,J. IIASLl~T 
It is eonst ruckd for eight pit·<·<!S of Ordi11n11cc, nn<l looks formi<lnblc, und in my 

opinion c1t1itc i,;11ft:,:il•11t lo n.•pd n11y forte that may nlh.•rnpt to pass Uf> th-.! ercck 
J. s. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE RELATING TO BRITISH SQUADRON 

:Mr. Clayton, from the Committee to whom wa.s referred, so much of the Gov
ernor's message ns relates to the Uritish Squadron in the Delaware, and the prepara
tions for defence, make the following-

Report in part, Thnt t~,e General Government having the sole power to declare 
wnr nnd make peace, to raise and support armies, and to provide and maintain a 
navy, are also vested with full power to cull forth the milit ia to execute t he laws of 
the union, suppress insurrections and repel invasions; to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
imports nnd excises ; to pay the debts and provide for the corumon defence and general 
welfare of the United States; your committee consider thnt it was the duty of the 
gon~rnmcnt of the United States, as a. mcnsure or precaution, before or immediately 
after the declaration of war, .to have taken such measures as wou)<l have secured the 
country from the incursions of the enemy. That this State being exposed on a coast 
or upwards o( n hundred miles, and liable nt any moment to be a ttacked, demanded 
the particular care and protection o( the general government. For this purpose 
suppliel-1 of nmmunition and nrms nt lenst shoul<l hnve been afforded, nnd an order 
gi,·cn lo the exccuti\'c to call into service the detached militia, and a naval force 
ade<1uatc to the defence of its waters should have been stationed in the Delaware. 
No a id has been offered, · if we except a loan, or rather a deposit in the hands of the 
agents or the United States, of a few muskel~. 

}'or more than three weeks past the Delaware has been blockaded by a British 
:-hip of the line, a frigate and n smalJ schooner; soon after the arrival of this squadron 
within our capes, Commodore Beresford, the commanding officer, demanded or the 
people of Lcwestown, a. supply of fresh provisions, threatening, in case of refusal, to 
dcstmy the town. A prompt refusal wns returned. In consequence of which the 
Hriti!-h endeavored to carry their threat into execution, nnd for several days bom
barclcd the town. The militia und the citizens of the town made a brave resistance 
and at lcn,;th compelled the enemy to withdraw. 

Your committee further state, thnt soon after the arrival of the squadron in 
the hay, the Governor communicated the fact to the President of the United States, 
together with the threat of Commodore Beresford, and requested to be furnished 
with ordinance nnd ammunition for the defence of Lewestown. This request has 
not been complied with. 

The Government of the United Stutes hns therefore manifested a total indif
fer<'n<:ti and disrtigarcl to the interests nnd security of the people or this Stale, nod 
has withheld thnt protection to which they nrc entitled by the Constitut ion, and by 
the rcsoi.irces drawn from them. 

The people of this State bear n Cull share of the burden~ of government, and have 
a right to <lemnnd its protection. 

Your Committee report the following resolutions : 
\Vhcrca.~ the comman<ling officer or the British s,1uadron now in the Oclawure 

hay, hath threntencd the destruction or the town of Lewes, and actuully did a ttack 
the said town on the 6th & 1th instants, whcrchy considcrnhlc <lamngc hath been 
d<111c to sc\'crul houses in !-nid town; umJ whcr('al-1, the want of (•unnon, powder, bull. 
and a suflid cnt number of muskets, bnyoncl:-c, flint!-!, hullcl m<mlds, and nil other 
tl1c munitions of war, ns well nl Lewes us in other purls or Ilic Slntc, will prohahly 
imJut c the enemy lo renew their ultcmpl to destroy Lewes, uml lo attack our other 
cxposc,I towns a111l situatiorn1 on the shore of the Dclnwnrc, nnd do grcnt iujury to 
muny of our·dtizcn~; nntl wltNcas our dti1.c.·11s arc unprovided with c.·ump-kc.-lllcs untl 
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all other articles •1cccssnry for soldiers; and whereas. it is deemccl just nnrl rigl,t that. 
the United States should render their assistance lo this Slate, at this time of danger 
and difficulty; and that the burdens and expenses of the war now carried on against 
the United States, in the nllack made on the people of this Stale, should be born, by 
the United Stales, and not cxdush·cly hy th~ cople of this State; Therefore-

Resolved U11a11imously, by the Senate an<l House of Representatives of the State 
of Dela.ware, in General .Asscmhly met, That the President of the United States be 
rc<1uestcd, and he is hereby rcquestc<l, that immediate means be taken to ai<l and 
assist, and to defend this State against the common enemy of the United States, and 
that the militia. of this State be supplied with cannon, powder, ball, muskets, bay
onets, flints, bullet moulds, lend, camp kettles, and ull other the munitions of war, 
and provisions necessary for men fighting against the enemy of the United States. 

Resolved Unanimor,s/y, That the President of the United States be requested. 
and he is hereby requested, to give to the Governor an order to call into service the 
detached militia of this State for the deft.nee thereof, and that the pay and subsis
tence of the militia or this State, in actual service, ,be put on the establishment of 
the United Stales. 

Rcsolrcd Unanimowdy, That the President of the United States be requested to 
order to the Delaware a suJfic:ienl naval force for the defence thereof. 

Re.~olz:cd Ummimnusly, That the speaker of the Senate (the Governor being at 
Lewes) tr~nsmit forthwith hy mail to the President of the United States an uttcslcd 
copy o( these resolutions . 

• J~O STOCKTON TO E. I. DuPUNT 
Dear Sir. 

By express from Govc11or Haslet this morning nt· one o'c:lock the cnc111ys Ship 
Hl·h·idicr, J1ad commenced carmonading Lewis Town. In addition to the number 
c:usks or pm<'dcr, I arn dircdcd lo gc:t 10 more o! Carmon Powder. please lo send 
them this day lo l\lr. Dixon's Slurc. 

Thursday 8th April 181:J .JNO STOCKTON 
From d11Po11t Hall of Uccords 

DAVID PAYNTER TO GOV. IIASLE'li' 

Dr Sir . Lewes Ap. 11. 1813 

.\grccahlc lo :,our n~ciucst I indouse an estimate of expenses for the .Mclitia in 
Provision . ..;, l◄'oiragl', Wood, mul War Munitious lo this <lnlc, that ha\'c hccn rl~<:cived 
ut 011r department. I am in hopes it will Soon he in our power lo asscrtnin the Amt. 
or all the ollll'r t•xpcnc·t•Jol i11 erecting lite Forlific:tlion, mounting the Cannon urul 
<1uarlNi11~ the troops of .l\lditia, as I huYc.• ad,·crti.o,;ctl for all those who ha,·c furnislwll 
any thirig or r<.•11clt•rcd any Sc•r\'ic·c i11 this way to hand in their Ac:cls regularly nu11lc 
out. arid have nlrc•acly n·tl·in•d a n11111lier of tltose kind of Hill!!, tl:is husincss hns 
hcc11 c·nrried 011 with ~11<'11 pr·c:<·t•J,itatio11 hurry aml confusion 

I am 11111<"11 ufraid lite :-cltl<.·n1<.·t1I of those Al'cls will he altcndctl with a great 
tl<·ul or <·011fu.sion arul lroul,Jc>, Ilic irnnw,liulc wm1t arnl prc.s:-iug ncl·essity for the 
n11r11no11s kincl or arli(•k•s in tlii . ., way 111:ulc it quite impos:-able to cnkr int,; i,;pcdal 
<:,111lral'ls for tlinst• !--11Jlplit•.,;, in :-l1orl. a fil'l,I is OJ><'ll('d for l'Xl<>rtion and rogary 
unlc-ss llwir is _,;1,1m• 111t·a11s lakl'n I,~· 111<.• Lc.·gi.slaturc lo n•g11l11lc the uril·c~. und cm1sc 
I he .\c·d lo he 1iro,·t•11 • 

Your <·x<·t·l1t•1wy, hum St. 
D.\ \'I I) l'AY~TEH 
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DELA \V.:\UE MILlTL\ 181:l 

A LIST OF SUPPLIES RECEIVED AT THE CO~DlISS:\IlYS STOHES ~\T 
LEWI~ TOWN FHO~l THE Wlh ~!AH TO THE 11th APL 181:t 

7;',.'i7 JI,,. n( ll011r 

,Gr..; " or l•ork & B:u·ou 
!:mm " " B(•l•r 

Iii 4i l)o 

Cunlllt•~ 
l·WO 1.1,s " l.t·ad 

Iii.'; " Soup 
::rn~ .. " Ca1111011 B1111 

:n;o Bus nr In. ~ll'al. ....... . ... . 
I HJ Du. ('om 

fl l>o. ~alt. 
:m IJ11. Ou 1<•.-. 
,h!} IJo, l'ol11lot:i1 
a:1 (; a II \' im·gi1r 

10:1 Uo )fola.~:.t."s 

;iH l>o Br11111ly ........... . 
'H :-:Ial'k:1 l•'od1ler ....... ; 

:1 '1'111111 l•'rl'~h ll11y 
!J} llu.~ l't•u .. , 

al l\1•~R~ l'uwdcr 
:l;';IJIJ 1-'linlil 

'l l l'air ~!1ol•.~ 
7:1 \'d.1 1-'ln nrwl 
'lO l>o )lu~lin 
~.i llag.~ (:rupc & Lung. 
Ii ('huin :--luil 

l ~II ' .. ,ad~ or ll'Oocl 

,'i'N ( ·al,bngc 
111,rnkd.~. 1·11rllu-uwurc &•·· 
St.lliflll:Ji-y 
I frilli ra:.: J•'urrag,: l'rovii.ion~ &C 

;itlO (':11111011 Bnll.1o1 

\H•igh i ng I0,000 from 
Iii.-; :\l:tJ.ll'SI it~~ Ship:-. , . ... ..... $00.00. 

l'ril'cs Certain • 1 Pril'l'S Suppl. --i-- .\mt. 

i!l,'UJO 1wrCwt 
O" I l pcrCwt 

0"7 

O"Ui! 1111:1 

0"50 " 
I "OO " 
O" /ill 
0 1150 
O"'l!i l'. Gall 
l"OO 14 

1"00 " 
:J"OO SL1H,k 

18"00 Tun 

I .i;l pair 
7;; ytl 

!JI y,I 

Ml l'r Iii 
o :J l'r 11 t•iul 

i 
..... ... .. ... . . . I 
..... ... ..... .. . ,, 
. . . . .. . ' ... .... . 
..... ... ' . .. ... -. 

1.00 t> n11.1 

~o.oo Krg 
I .'ls C. 

O . .'iO Bng 

!:l:17i"fi;j 
107:1" IO 

27U"8G 

:rn"oo 
-l!h!"OO 

~o·'u:s 
158"!0 
'l'l5"110 

iO"OO 
U"llO 

18"00 
~!l"t5 

H"~5 

103"00 
;;7't"OO 

fill"OO 
!a''OO 

U"iiO 
G81l"0O 

.j~"75 

ao"oo 

G",?O 

1-t.:iO 
:1. /i{l 

211,.00 
li"W 
•W"OO 

I 'l. 00 
:Jl.iiO 

$U15.fJO 

J).\\'ID P.\Y~TElt 

----· - --·----
Ni ll·.'I Hl•gisler .\11ril lith, 181!1 

"011 the 0th. in.st. :u.·<•ordi11J,{ lo Ilic 111·0 . .;pcl'l hclcl oul in Lhc lu.-;l Hl•gi . .;kr, the 
Briti.-.li eo111111t•11n•il a rurio11.'I l'1t11111111:ulc 011 Lc\\'C."ilow11, whic:h la~lc,I for •N hour", 
It has 11(:cn c.slimalcd thal llw,v firc•1l 800 .-.liot, ltf nnd :N 1101t11Clcrs, nl Lhc plnrc, 
hl' ... id<·:-1 xlll'll.'1, t•1m·:1sc~, a111I I ht! famous Co11grc\·c ro<.·kcl1', '.\lany house!-! were 
cl1t111a~t•d, hut no los~ or men 011 our sitlc is reported. The :-.hdl.~ rcll -"l1orl n1ul lh<" 
ro<·kct.-. pas.-.ctl on•r the town. Tl1c fire WU!'! rd11rnc1I with guotl i11tcr(.'!'ll, nnd it i~ 
lhouµhl with grt•nl clfcd, rro111 1111 18 po11rnlcr an<I two ~mnlk·r pil'<'C1', cx<.·dlnnlly 
scn·rd. AL th!.! l11•1-tinni11g or LIil' udiou, our ~lock or sliol wu~ !-1l1orl; hut the <.'lll'IIIY 
rurnislw,I n pll•11tifol supply, whi<'h filte,I the t•nlihrc or our c111111011 <•xudly-tlwy 

,n•rc diligt•ntly t·ollt't.•lcd nrul promptly rl'lurncd." 



CL\SSIFICATION-Sth COl\IPA1'1Y-2nd REGll\IENT 

Classes of the Eighth Company of the Secom! Battalion Attached to the Second Regiment for the Y car of Ouc Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Thirteen. 

0 
Li, 

8&1 

J, 
Jt 

J, 

Cla..--s liit Class 'id Clia!SS :id 

John Stanton Jnnu~s Baily 
Elijah Cantwell :'.\ant Clca\·eli 
Jnmc.s l>crumplc Jamt!s :Saudaiu 
Juhu \"cnch :'.\oble \'cn7.("Y 

Christopher )lurdoc Jam's Davis 
William Biddle John Guthcry 

Clnss lth Cla~ 5th 

Stephen V ca1.y John Lam1 
Sam. 1-'arris Evc11rl E,·carll 
ManlO\'C IJays John l>ou~h\11s.1 
Willnm Chesnut William ~ichlw, 
Tho. W. Condon William Belew 
Da ,·id Pearson Abraham Lancaster 

i Scrg 

Uh Sergt 

Class 6th Clnss 7th Class 8th 

Jessy lluu!Jcn Jou. Jonc.s Jehu Johns 
Jaroh B. Croudcn 

Tito. v~nil Rol,('rt Wright 
William Eliason Jnmcs llu~lws 
Sarni. Lawr('n:;on Hobert. Peninglvn 
Ucnj. D1wis T hos. Kelly J ames Ir,·un 
William Milligan ,John Herghcs Haigh Hammond 
Edwd 1". Luwrenson T ho. :Mcl\lullon Joseph Cochran 

-Hh Corp! 3 Corp! 1st Corpl 
Henj Du,·is Jarol, IJ. Croudon Sarni. Irvan 
Edw. I-'. Lawrenson 'i! Corp! James Hughes 
T homas ,·ail 1 Sergt. 
William Eliason 

t, 
t::1 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
"""" t_-i .... 
:j 
> 
)-I 

~ ..... 
~ 

~ 
~ 
<:;.. 
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~\ HOLL 01◄' TH.E ;~d CO~IPY ,\TTACIIED TO THE 0th HEG I\lARCJIED 
TO LE\VES TO\VN, TIIE '!0th APHIL 18Ia~CO:\1D. BY 

CAPT. PlllLLIP SIIOHT 

Commissioned Officers 

Capt 
PHILLIP SIIOllT 

Ensign 
JEHE:.\lIAll JO~ES 

N'on-Co111111issiom•cl 
Officers 

Scrgcnts 
John Calaway 
,Jeremiah Cannon 
J:lrmau Tr11ill 
,Jacob Jones 

--Corporals-
Sclh Lini;o 
Palriek Jones 
Tl,os. Wdl:i 
Jehu West of Jd1u 

Musitioncrs 
,Jamel! Bcll:i 
,John Truitt 

This Cc,mpa11y. artt·r Sl·n·in:,: 
a £1.:w clays, ddin.•rL·d l11t·ir 

guus anmnitic,:i &Clo Lhc 

A 1'111orcr al lhc .\rsenal an1l 
ldt l11ti garrison wilho11L 

lt•avc. 

Eli Williams 
.James Thomat•son 

.Jos(•ph lkarn 
~h:1<lrack Short 
haae .Jones 
ls:1ac Cannon 
~olomau Briltiugham 
Eudls C:rnnon 
,Jasper lldt:-1 
Thomas \\\·sl 
Elijah :\I ikhl'II 
~ol,1L· Timmons 
J.._.vi Timnmns 
.Joseph I lastin~ 
,\aron Collins 
.Joshua ,lernrnn 
Thomas ~illcn:11 
\\'illiam l.cWl'S 

Thomas Bryu11 
lknjaruin IIL'll.'1 
,James Lillldun 
Gt·or~e I li·arn 
:.'\da·111iah ,Joni's 

Willi:,m Cole 
::,;kph1·11 L c\\'l'S 

\\"illiu111 Ca 1111011 
:-;olornan \"im·1·11l 
William h'.ing-
\\'illiam Collins 
l'liillip \\'1•:-L .lu11. 

Bcnjarni n I I 1·aru 

,fa 1111.:.~ t'orrul'all 

\\"illia 111 \\'a i 11righl 
:-:hadr:i1·k \\\·st 
,Jaeoh \\'(',,I. 

\\'ill ia111 I :,:dlo 
~am11el l l<·a 1·11 
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40-1 DELA \VARE ARCHIVES 

A ROJ,L OF 12t COJIPANY OF YOLli~'11~ERS ATT.~CHED TO THE ~l~TH 
REGIMENT OF DEL. :\lILITL\ \VIJO l\IARCIIED FOR 

J,E"'JSTO\VN ON l\L\UCH 20th 18l!J VIZ 
-~ - ·--------------- -------- ----------------
Capt Aron Swiggcl t Served from 'l9 ~forch until! the 25 April muking 'l8 day 
Lieut lll'nry \Yallacc 
.Ensign Zad1cus .\lorinc .. . 
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LIST OF BOATS OWNED BY THE SMITHS 
WITH REGISTERED LENGTHS AND 

DIVISIONS OWNED BY 

Any Additions or Corrections Please Contact: 

E .L. Sherrill III 
4021 Black Stump Road 

Weems, Virginia 
22576 



(Vessels marked with an asterisk* were cut in two and lengthened) 

No:;. Built: Vessel Name: Lenf!th: Division Owned By: 
L 1874 Eugene F. Price* 121.5 Fish Products Co. 
2. 1877 John L. La,ivrence 146,8 Smith-Meal Co. 
3. 1877 Luce Brothers 94.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
4. 1878 Annie L. Wilcox 117.5 Smith-Meal Co. 
5. 1879 Sterling 110.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
6. 1884 Ocean View 91.8 Smith-Meal Co. 
7. 1893 Virginia 116.1 Smith-Meal Co. (Sold to Jett:s) 
8. 1894- John Twohy Brusstar 105.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
9. 1897 Northumberland 134.2 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
10. 1898 F .S. Willai·d 99.1 Smith-Meal Co. 
11. 1902 Helen Eu.phane 112.0 Fish Products Co. 
12. 1903 E.J. Codd 121.7 Fish Products Co. 
13. 1903 Leander Wilcox 126.0 Fish Products Co. 
14. 1903 Rappahannock 121.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
15. 1904 Amanda Bishop 73.2 Fish Meal Co. 
16. 1910 Edward J. McKeever Jr. 128.0 Smith-Meal Co. 
17. 1911 McKeever Brothers 129.7 Fish Products Co. 
18. 1911 Ringgold Brothers 62.0 Smith Research And Development 
19. 1911 Rowland H. Wilcox 132.0 Smith-Meal Co. 
20. 1911 Stephen W. McKeever Jr. 128.0 Smith-Meal Co. 
21. 1911 W.L. Messick 131 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
22. 1912 Wilbert A. Edwards 143.4 Smith-Meal Co. 
23. 1913 A. Brooke Taylor 146.0 Smith-Meal Co. 
24. 1913 East Hampton (wood) 162.8 Smith-Meal Co. 
25. 1914 Pocahontas1 139.6 C.M. Cubbage, Smith-Meal Co. 
26. 1918 E. Wan·en Edwards 125.2 Menhaden Products 
27. 1918 Lancaster 109.4 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
28. 1918 Martin 109.4 Diamond State Fish Products 
29. 1918 Richmond 109.4 Fish Products Co. 
30. 1918 Swanson 109.4 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
31. 1919 Elizabeth Edwards 82.6 Fish Meal Co. 
32. 1919 H.R. Humphreys 126.1 Fish Products Co. 
33. 1919 Seminole 103.0 Fish Products Co. 
34. 1922 Little Joe 134.3 Fish Products Co. 
35. 1923 Elias F. Wilcox 139.l Smith-Meal Co. 
36. 1923 Parkins 107.0 Harvey W. Smith 
37. 1923 Thomas C. McNeal 127.9 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
38 1924 Annie Dow 134.3 Fish Products Co. 
39. 1925 Forward2 

95.1 Texas Menhaden Co. 
40. 1936 Benjamin L. Bishop 97.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
41. 1936 J.H. Whitehtn·st 100.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
42. 1937 Charlie Mason 113.1 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
43. 1937 Mary Ellen 113.1 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
44. 1938 Fernandina 88.8 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
45. 1938 Port Monmouth 88.8 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
46. 1938 Promised Land 118.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. (Fish Products Co.) 
47. 1938 West Beaufort (wood) 118.0 Fish Me al Co. 
48. 1941 Charles Herbert Rice 106.9 Harvey W. Smith 
49. 1941 Silver Star 99.5 Fish Meal Co. 
50. 1942 Mispillion 93.7 Fish Meal Co. 
51. 1942 Air Gannet 3 107.1 Texas Menhaden Co. 

Up to Date from Info Received as of 11 August 2002 



No; Built: Vessel Name: Lentrth: Division Owned By: 
52 1942 Bonner L. Willis4 106.3 Texas Menhaden Co. 
53. 1942 Dinky4- 108.6 Texas Menhaden Co. 
54. 1942 Tar Reel4 106.7 Texas Menhaden Co. 
55. 1943 Evelyn L. Willis5 106.3 Texas Menhaden Co. 
56. 1944 Belford 113.9 Atlantic Nav. Co. (Sold to Jetts) 
57. 1944 Fire Island 113.9 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
58. 1944 PalmBeach6 168.8 New Smith-Meal Co. 

1944 7 168.2 Seacoast Products, Inc. 59. Shearwater 
60. 1944 Sik.eoyness8 168.2 Fish Products Co. 
61. 1944 Sinepuxent!) 168.2 Fish Products Co. 
62. 1944 T . h 10 153.7 Fish Products Co. angipa oa 
63. 1945 Fearless Fosdick (tug) 38.6 Harvey W.Smith 
64. 1945 Narragansett (carryaway)11 197.4 Smith-Meal Co. 
65. 1945 Shoal Harbor (wood) 120.5 Harvey W. Smith 
66. 1946 Cape May (dragger) 85.5 Smith-Meal Co. 
67. 1946 Escatawpa 95.7 Harvey W. Smith 
68. 1946 Fin (misc.) 31.0 Fish Products of Md. 
69. 1946 Mississippi 95.7 Harvey W. Smith 
70. 1946 Sandy Hook (wood) 125.6 Harvey W.Smith 
7L 1947 Chandeleur 105.4 Harvey W.Smith 
72. 1947 Crab Island (barge) 98.l Fish Products Co. 
73. 1947 Little George (tug) 36.0 Fish Products Co. 
74. 1947 Moss Point 106.8 Fish Meal Co. (Sold to Standard Products) 
75. 1947 Ocean Springs 105.9 Fish Meal Co. (Sold to Standard Products) 
76. 1947 Singing River 106.8 Fish Meal Co. 
77. 1948 Barnegat 120.4 Fish Products Co. 
78. 1948 B1·igantine 120.4 Fish Products Co. 
79. 1948 Little Egg (barge) 98.1 Fish Products Co. 
80. 1948 Mattie H. Phillips 125.3 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
81. 1948 Rockaway 121.8 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
82. 1949 Absecon rno.s Fish Products Co. 
83. 1949 Beach Haven 120.4 Fish Products Co. 
84. 1949 Calcasieu 121.7 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
85. 1949 Fish Hawk 134.2 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
86. 1949 Little Gull 130.5 Fish Products Co. 
87. 1949 Manasquan 120.4 Fish Products Co. 
88. 1949 Mermentau 121.7 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
89. 1949 Montauk 146.0 Smith-Meal Co. 
90. 1949 Sea Girt 120.4 Fish Products Co. 
91. 1949 Shinnecock 146.0 Smith-Meal Co. 
92. 1950 Alice E. 91.2 Texas Menhaden Co. 
93. 1950 Brandywine 130.5 Fish Products Co. 
94. 1950 East Hampton (steel) 130.5 Fish Products Co. 
95. 1950 Mark Winne 91.2 Texas Menhaden Co. 
96. 1950 Princess Bay 134.2 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
97. 1950 Shrewsbury 130.5 Fish Products Co. 
98. 1951 Alex M. (passenger) 36.1 Fish Products Co. 
99. 1951 Indian River 130.5 Fish Products Co. 
100. 1951 Maidstone 140.5 Smith-Meal Co. 
101. 1951 Nantucket 140.5 Smith-Meal Co. 
102. 1951 Rehoboth 130.5 Fish Prnd ucts Co. 
103. 1953 Elmo 124.7 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
104. UJ53 Moriches 130.6 Fish Products Co. 
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No: Built: Vessel N wne: Leneth : D ivision Owned B y: 
105. 1954 Al Cubbage 141.5 Fish Meal Co. 
106. 1954 Am.agansett 140.5 Smith-Meal Co. 
107. 1954 Neptune 139.4 Fish Meal Co. 
108. 1954 O.M. Haverstick.*12 141.5 Fish Meal Co. (J. Howard Smith Co.) 
109. 1954 Seven Islands (Barge) 133.1 Fish Products Co. 
110. 1954 Triton 140.4 Fish Meal Co. 
111. 1954 Winter Quarter* 130.6 Fish Products Co. 
112. 1955 Acadia* 120 Fish Meal Co. 
113. 1955 Fisherman* 142.8 Fish Meal Co. 
114. 1955 Louisiana* 142.8 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
115. 1955 Muddy Water* 142.8 Fish Meal Co. 
116. 1955 Napeague* 141.5 Smith-Meal Co. 
117. 1955 Parramore Banks 130.5 Fish Products Co. 
118. 1955 Texas* 142.8 Fish Products Co. 
119. 1956 Bird Island 124 Fish Meal Co. 
120 1956 Breton Island 124 Fish Meal Co. 
121. 1956 Cat Island* 124 Fish Meal Co. 
122. 1956 Dauphin Island* 124 Fish Meal Co. 
123. 1956 Fenwick Island 130.4 Fish Products Co. 
124. 1956 Horn Island 124 Fish Meal Co. 
125. 1956 Romer Shoal* 140.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
126. 1956 Shoal Harbor (steel) 122.9 Fish Meal Co. 
127. 1956 Ship Island 124.4 Fish Meal Co. 
128. 1956 West Beaufort (steel) 122.9 Fish Meal Co. 
129. 1957 LilAbne1· 193.8 Fish Meal Co. 
130. 1957 Tiny Tim 194.6 Fish Meal Co. 
131. 1958 Frosty Morn 195 Fish Meal Co. (Texas Menhaden Co.) 
132. 1958 Sandy Hook (steel) 147.0 Atlantic Navigation Co. 
133. 1958 Broadkill (fireboat) 32.7 Fish Products Co. 
134. 1959 Finnegan (oyster boat) 66.9 Smith Research & Development 
135. 1959 La Salle 134.8 Fish Meal Co. 
136. 1959 Sharps Point (tug) 32.7 Fish Products of Md. 
137. 1960 Arthur J. Minners 147.3 Smith-Meal Co. 
138. 1960 High Tide 150.3 Texas Menhaden Co. 
139. 1960 La Nina13 

45.9 Fish Meal Co. 
140. 1960 LaPinta13 47.4 Fish Products Co. 
141. 1960 Maverick 150.3 Gulf Menhaden Co. 
142. 1960 Sabine Pass 150.3 Gulf Menhaden Co. 
143. 1960 Santa Maria13 

46.1 J. Howard Smith Co. 
144. 1960 Shallow Water 150.3 Gulf Menhaden Co. 
145. 1960 Southwester 150.3 Gulf Menhaden Co. 
146. 1960 Trinity Shoal 150.3 Gulf Menhaden Co. 
147. 1962 Beachcomber 160.0 Texas Menhaden Co. 
148. 1962 Berwick Bay 14- 160.0 Texas Menhaden Co. 
149. 1963 Alcor 74.4 Texas Menhaden Co. 
150. 1963 Antares 74.4 Texas Menhaden Co. 
151. 1963 Canopus 72.6 Texas Menhaden Co. 
152. 1963 Capella 74.4 Texas Menhaden Co. 
153. 1963 Green Run* 166.2 Fish Products Co. 
154. 1963 Procyon 74.4 Texas Menhaden Co. 
155. 1963 Rigel 72.6 Texas Menhaden Co. 
156. 1963 Sirius 72.6 Texas Menhaden Co. 
157. 1963 Southampton 147.3 Smith-Meal Co. 
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156, 1963 Spica 
159. 1965 Southland 
160- 1965 Tideland 
161- 1966 Aries (combination boat) 
162, 1966 Double O Seven 
163. 1966 Gulf Shore 
164. 1966 Morning Star 
165. 1966 Mud Lump 
166. 1966 Old Joe 
167. 1966 Pelican 
168. 1966 Shoreline 
169. 1966 Waterman 
170. 1977 Bull Dog 

NOTES: 

1- Formerly the David W. Burbage. 
2- Formerly the Sta,wlind 27. 

74.4 Texas Menhaden Co. 
200.3 (Sold to Gulf Oil, Liberian Flag) 
200.3 Menhaden Products of Virginia 
66.0 Smith-Meal Co. 
163.8 (Returned to McDermott's Shipyard) 
163.8 (Returned to McDermott's Shipyard) 
163.8 (Returned to McDermott's Shipyard) 
163.8 (Returned to McDermott's Shipyard) 
163.8 (Returned to McDermott's Shipyard) 
163.8 (Returned to McDermott's Shipyard) 
163.8 (Returned to McDermott's Shipyard) 
163.8 (Returned to McDermott's Shipyard) 
163.0 Seacoast Products, Inc. 

3- Formerly the WAVR-423 (USCG) and the SC-659 (USN). (Subchaser converted to air-sea rescue vessel.) 
4- These vessels (the Bonner L. Willis, the Di,nky, and the Tar Heel) were former subchasers. 
5- Formerly the SC-1022 (USN) and the USS Air Piper, WAVR-452. (Subchaser converted to air-sea rescue 

vessel.) 
6- Formerly the USS Palm Beach (AGER-3) (FS-type hull, rigged as intelligence-gathering ship). 

Converted to bunker boat in 1975. Originally built as FS-217 for U.S. Army, later taken over by 
Navy asAKL-45. 

7- Formerly the FS-411 (U.S. Army). Later taken over by U.S. Navy, Military Sea Transportation Service, 
as USNS Shearwater. Converted to bunker boat in 1980. 

8- Formerly the FS-180 (U.S. Army). Converted to bunker boat in 1960s) 
9- Formerly the Blue Laker (Canadian), the Zebrula (Canadian), and the FS-231 (U.S. Army). Converted 

to bunker boat in 1960s. 
10- F01·merly the Skate, the Lempira (Honduran), and the USS LCIL-691. 
11- Formerly the USS Snake River, LSMR-533. (Landing craft fitted with guns and rockets for shore 

bombardment). Converted in 1960s. 
12- Named for the foreman at Promised Land factory. Name changed to Marsh Island in 1983. 
13- These boats (the La Nina, the La Anta, and the Santa Maria) were west coast- type purse seiners. 
14- Formerly the Fat Chance. 
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LOCATION OF DIVISIONS: 

ATLANTIC NAVIGATION CO. - Fleet at Port Mon.mouth, N.J. (Factory owned by J. HowaTd Smith Co.) 

DIAMOND STATE FISH PRODUCTS - Factory built on MiBpillion River, Delaware, in 1930s. Later 
discontinued. 

FISH MEAL CO. - Factories at Beaufort, N.C., and Moss Point, Miss. 

FISH PRODUCTS CO. - Factories at Lewes, Delaware, and Crab Island, New Jersey. Later at Morgan City 
and Intracoastal City, Louisiana. 

GULF MENHADEN CO. - Factory at Camernn, Louisiana. 

MENHADEN PRODUCTS OF VIRGINIA- Planned factory for former ferry terminal, Kiptopeke, Virginia. 
(Ferry put out of business by Chesapeake Bay Bridge• Tunnel). Boats from this factory would fish on 
Chesapeake Bay and up and down entire East Coast. 

NEW SMITH-MEAL COMPANY - Reorganized in 1973. Operated factory at Port Monmouth, N.J. 

SEACOAST PRODUCTS CO. - Subsidiary of Hanson Trust, English firm that bought out Smith interests in 
entirety in 1973. 

SMITH.MEAL CO. - Factory at Promised Land, Amagansett, Long Island, N.Y. 

TEXAS MENHADEN COMPANY - Factory at Keith Lake, Sabine Pass, Texas. 
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DISPOSITION OF VESSELS: 

VESSELS SOLD TO AMERICAN CLAM COMPANY: 

77. Barnegat 91. Shinnecock 
78. Brigantine 93. Brandywine 
82. Absecon 94 East Hampton (steel) 
83. BeachHauen 97. Shrewsbury 
84. Calcasieu 99. Indian River 
86. Little Gull 100. Maidstone (renamed John Marvin) 
87. Manasquan 101. Nantucket 
89. Montauk 102. Rehoboth 
90. Sea Girt 117. Parramor·e Banks 

VESSELS SOLD TO OTHER PARTIES: 

7. Virginia.- Sold to Jett Menhaden Co., Reedville, Va., circa 1947 

1 I. Helen Euphane• Sold to Alex McDowell, Annapolis, Md., for conversion into houseboat, 
circa 1969. 

17. McKeever Brothers- Put ashore as restaurant on Nanticoke River, Seaford, Delaware, 
circa 1969. 

39. Forward- Sold to Marine Coating Specialists, circa 1965. 

56. Belford- Sold to Jett Menhaden Co. following fire at sea, 1953. 

63. Fearless Fosdick- Taken to Raleigh, N.C., and displayed in front of a fish 
market/seafood restaurant. 

64. Narragansett- Sold circa 1975, renamed Marylander, used as freighter on Chesapeake 
Bay. 

66 Cape May- Sold to Jos. S. Dolan, Jr., Guilford, Conn., circa 1970. 

74. Moss Point- Sold to Standard Products Inc. 

75. Ocean Springs- Sold to Standard Products Inc. 

81. Rockaway- Sold for snapper rig, Gloucester, Mass., circa 1970. 

159. Southland- Sold to Gulf Oil Co. for seismic survey ship, 1965. Transferred to Liberian 
flag. 

161. Aries- Sold circa 1970, used for longlining out of Sandwich, Mass. 

VESSELS SOLD FOR SCRAP, BROKEN UP AT BERWICK, LA., CIRCA 1977: 

105. Al Cubbage 
110. Triton 
119. Bird Island 
120. Breton Island 
124. Horn Island 

138. 
144. 

High Tide 
Shallow Water 



~ SOLD AND LATER ABANDONED OR SUNK: 

1 Eugene F. Price- Sold, sunk as fishing reef off Delaware, circa 1969. 

2. John L. Lawrence-Abandoned at mouth of Maurice River, N.J., circa 1974. 

16. Edward J. McKeever, Jr.- Sold to Robert Sinclair of Hampton, Va. Beached at Cod Harbor, Tangier Island, 
circa 1970. 

20. Stephen W. McKeeuer, Jr.- Sunk off Ocean City, Md., as fishing reef, circa 1975. 

22. Wilbert A. Edwards- Sold to parties in Cape May, N.J. Sunk alongside dock at old railway, Whitehaven, 
Maryland, circa 1975. 

25. Pocahontas- Sold for engine and abandoned in Arthur Kill, circa 1965. 

26. E. Warren Edwards- Sold, sunk as fishing reef off Ocean City (Md.), circa 1969. 

50. Mispillion- Sold to Beaufort Fisheries, 1945. Later abandoned by them, towed to flats across creek from 
factory, and set afire, 14 July 1965. 

80. Mattie H. Phillips- Sold to Bay Towing Company for engine, and abandoned at Little Creek, circa 1977. 

85. Fish Hawk- Supposedly, the boat abandoned under the Bayonne Bridge, on the Staten Island shore. 

88. Mermentau- In Potomac River, Mallows Bay, Md. (See Shomette, Donald G., The Ghost Fleet of Mallows 
Bay.) 

96. Princess Bay- Abandoned at Solomons, Md., circa 1975. 

103. Elmo- Sold to Stanley Frankel, ciJ:ca 1975. Scuttled off Montauk Po.int, circa 1989. 

104. Moriches- Sunk in Gulf of Mexico, circa 1976. 

VESSELS LOST AT SEA: 

4. Annie L. Wilcox- On Shagwong Reef, 25 July 1934. 

6. Ocean View- Foundered in Long Island Sound, in hurricane of 21 September 1938. 

9. Northumberland- Foundered off Ambrose Lightship, 24 October 1955. 

19. Rowland H. Wilcox- Foundered 94NM off Nags Head, N.C., 30 September 1943 (On Naval service.) 

36. Parkins- Foundered off Atlantic Beach, N.C., 21 December 1942. 

38. Annie Dow- Foundered in heavy squall on 14 October 1943, off Mayaguez, Puerto Rico (On Naval Service). 

106. Amagansett- Foundered off Cape Lookout, 20 November 1964. 

123. Fenwick Island- Foundered off Cape Lookout, 7 December 1968. 



VESSE1.S_ ABANDONED WHILE STILL UNDER SMITH OWNERSHIP: 

3. Luce Brothers- At Moss Point, circa 1948. 

10. F.S. Willard- Sunk at dock at Promised Land, abandoned 1941. 

15. Amanda Bishop- At Moss Point, circa 1960. 

23. A. Brooke Taylor-Abandoned at Jacksonville, Fla., 1962, after having been delivered to J.F. Bellinger's 
shipyai·d. Stripped of equipment for use on the Southampton (No. 156). 

24. East Hampton (wood)-At Reedville, 1946. 

27. Lancaster-At Reedville, circa 1970. 

31 Elizabeth Edwards- At Moss Point, circa 1960. 

35. Elias F. Wilcox- At Promised Land, circa 1955. Burned 1968. 

37. Thomas C. McNeal- At Reedville, circa 1970. 

48. Charles Herbert Rice-At Intracoastal City, La., circa 1970. 

57. Fire Island-At Reedville, circa 1970. 

62. Tangipahoa- (Supposedly) at Intracoastal City, La., circa 1970. 

VESSELS LOST TO FIRE WHILE STILL UNDER SMITH OWNERSHIP: 

28. Martin- Burned at M:ispillion River factory, 1934 (month and day not known). 

42. Charlie Mason- Burned 2.5NM off Cameron, La., 9 June 1956 

4 7. West Beaufort (wood)- Burned approx. 5.5 NM Ex S Calcasieu Pass, 10 August 1953. 

64. Shoal Harbor (wood)- Burned in L29-30N, A92-38W (5NM offshore, 0192° from Big Constance Bayou) 29 
Sept 1955 

VESSELS SOLD TO s.r.u. AND BURNED AT PINEY POINT, MD., CIRCA 1969: 

5. Sterling 40. Benjamin L. Bishop 
8. John Twohy Brusstar 41. J.H. Whitehurst 

12. E.J. Codd 43. Mary Ellen 
13. Leander Wilcox 44. Fernandina 
14. Rappahannock 45. Port Monmouth 
33. Seminole 49. Silver Star 



DISPOSITION UNKNOWN (AS OF 2001) - INFORMATION NEEDED: 

NO: 

18. 
21. 
29. 
30. 
32. 
34. 
46. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 
72. 
73. 
76. 
79. 

NAME: OFFICIAL NO: NO: NAME: OFFICIAL NO: 

Ringgold Brothers 209216 92. Alice E. 259540 
W.L. Messick 208805 95. Mark Winne 259597 
Richmond 216582 98. AlexM 262699 
Swanson 216583 109. Seven Islands 268668 
H.R. Humphreys 218334 126. Shoal Harbor 271491 
Little Joe 222067 128. West Beaufort 271803 
Promised Land 237525 133. Broadkill 279285 
Air Gannet 259057 134. Finnegan 279284 
Bonner L. Willis 255204 135. Sharps Point 278285 
Dinky 256749 138. La Nina 280451 
Tar Heel 255240 14D. La Pinta 280452 
Evelyn L. Willis 256786 143. Santa Maria 280453 
Escatawpa 252204 149. Alcor 293054 
Fin 268766 150. Antares 291118 
Mississippi 252206 151. Canopus 290518 
Sandy Hook 249835 152. Capella 290516 
Chandeleur 253791 154. Procyon 291119 
Crab Island 253241 155. Rigel 290519 
Little George 253242 156. Sirius 290517 
Singing Rive,- 252652 158. Spica 293053 
Little Egg 255550 

INFORMATION NEEDED ON THE FATE OR PRESENT WHERABOUTS 
OF ABOVE VESSELS. 

ANY INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 

E.L. SHERRILL, III 
4021 BLACK STUMP ROAD 

WEEMS, VIRGINIA 
22576 



INDEX TO BOAT NAMES 

VESSEL NAME: NO: VESSEL NAME: NO: VESSEL NAME: NO; 

A. Brooke Taylor 23 Escatawpa 67 Mispillion 50 
Absecon 82 Eugene F. Price 1 Mississippi 69 
Acadia 112 Evelyn L. Willis 55 Montauk 89 
Air Gannet 51 Moriches 104 
Al Cubbage 105 F .S. Willard 10 Morning Star 164 
Alcor 149 Fearless Fosdick 63 Moss Point 74 
AlexM. 98 Fenwick Island 123 Mud Lump 165 
Alice E. 92 Fernandina 44 Muddy Water 115 
Amagansett 106 Fin 68 
Amanda Bishop 15 Finnegan 134 Nantucket 101 
Annie Dow 38 Fire Island 57 Napeague 116 
Annie L. Wilcox 4 Fish Hawk 85 Narragansett 64 
Antares 150 Fisherman 113 Neptune 107 
Aries 161 Forward 39 Northumberland 9 
Arthur J. Minne rs 137 Frosty Morn 131 

O.M. Haverstick 108 
Barnegat 77 Green Run 153 Ocean Springs 75 
Beach Haven 83 Gulf Shore 163 Ocean View 6 
Beachcomber 147 Old Joe 166 
Belford 56 H.R. Humphreys 32 
Benjamin L. Bishop 40 Helen Euphane 11 Palm Beach 58 
Berwick Bay 148 High Tide 138 Parkins 36 
Bird Island 119 Horn Island 124 Parramore Banks 117 
Bonner L. Willis 52 Pelican 167 
Brandywine 93 Indian River 99 Pocahontas 25 
Breton Island 120 Port Monmouth 45 
Brigantine 78 J .H. Vlhitehurst 41 Princess Bay 96 
Broadkill 133 John L. Lawrence 2 Procyon 154 
Bull Dog 170 John Twohy Brusstar 8 Promised Land 46 

Calcasieu 84 La Nina 139 Rappahannock 14 
Canopus 151 La Pinta 140 Rehoboth 102 
Cape May 66 La Salle 135 Richmond 29 
Capella 152 Lancaster 27 Rigel 155 
Cat Island 121 Leander Wilcox 13 Ringgold Brothers 18 
Chandeleur 71 Lil Abner 129 Rockaway 81 
Charles Herbert Rice 48 Little Egg (barge) 79 Romer Sboa 125 
Charlie Mason 42 Little George 73 Rowland H. Wilcox 19 
Crab Island 72 Little Gull 86 

Little Joe 34 Sabine Pass 142 
Dauphin Island 122 Louisiana 114 Sandy Hook (wood) 70 
Dinky 53 Luce Brothei·s 3 Sandy Hook 132 
Double O Seven 162 Santa Maria 143 

Maidstone 100 Sea Girt 90 
E. Warren Edwards 26 Manasquan 87 Seminole 33 
E.J. Codd 12 Mark Winne 95 Seven Islands 109 
East Hampton (steel) 94 Martin 28 Shallow Water 144 
East Hampt,on (wood) 24 Mary Ellen 43 Sharps Point 136 
Edward J. McKeever Jr. 16 Mattie H. Phillips 80 Shearwater 59 
Elias F. Wilcox 35 Maverick 141 Shinnecock 91 
Elizabeth Edwards 31 McKeeve.r Brothers 17 Ship Island 127 
Elmo 103 Mermentau 88 Shoal Harbor (steel) 126 



VESSE L NAME: NO: 

Shoal Harbor (wood) 65 
Shoreline 168 
Shrewsbury 97 
Sikeoyness 60 
Silver Star 49 
Sinepuxent 61 
Singing River 76 
Sirius 156 
Southampton 157 
Southland 159 
Southwester 145 
Spica 158 
Stephen W. McKeever Jr. 20 
Sterling 5 
Swanson 30 

Tangipahoa 62 
Tar Heel 54 
Texas 118 
Thomas C. McNeal 37 
Tideland 160 
Tiny Tim 130 
Trinity Shoal 146 
Triton 110 

Virginia 7 

W.L. Messick 21 
v,.r ate rm an 169 
West Beaufort (steel) 128 
West Beaufort (wood) 47 
Wilbert A. Edwards 22 
Winter Quarter 111 



MENHADEN FISHING INDUSTRY 

Atlantic Menhaden (Brevoortia tyrannus) is a hening-like fish commonly called mossbunker, 
bunker, pogy, fatback - ranges from New England to Florida, averaging less than a foot in 
length, about 1 pound of weight, travel in schools of300-500,000 fish 

Fishing for menhaden is one of the oldest industries in the US Colonial writings relating that 
}},, North American Indians taught the settlers to place a fish in each hill of com - and this 

practice probably led to their utilization for enrichment of the soil 

Extremely oily fish - not used for human food in this country - crude methods for cooking 
~ and pressing the fish to obtain the oil (for lamps for early settlers) 

Despite highly profitable market for the oil for use in paints, the industry grew slowly until 
1860 when new process innovations made practical the oil recovery by factory operations. 
Mechanization also provided the basis of another phase of the menhaden industry - that was 
to continue for the next 50 years - the production of fish fertilizer 

1883 - the Luce brothers and S S Brown and Co. built the first menhaden processing plant in 
Lewes, followed by the Price Brothers plant, by the time of WWI, Lewes residents owned a 

~ plant called "Lewes Fisheries" and by the l 920~ the Hays brothers owned/operated another 
plant (in 1974 Hanson Trust Ltd. Bought the interest and is now Cape Shores) 

Eventual discovery of vitamin B12 as an important constituent of animal protein factor found 
in fish meal stimulated the demand for manhaden meal and following WWII the catch 
increased markedly 

The fishery increased in activity until 1959 when the catch reached a record landing of about 
1 million tons of fish - valued in excess of 25 million dollars - producing 224,000 tons of 
meal, 21 million gallons of oil and 102,000 tons of solubles - and their estimated value was 
75 million dollars 

Lewes was the largest seafood landing port in the country in 1953 - with 390 million pounds 
i (195,000 tons) of fish landed, home base for 25 large carrier vessels, employing over 650 

crew members 

Menhaden are characteristically spotted from the air by light planes whose pilots direct the 
f"carrier vessel to the school and provide guidance as nets are set around the school - caught 

with purse seines 
- Earl F. Ritter - worked as flying fish spotter in 1955 -1966 - in Lewes by Otis Smith's 
company Fish Products, Inc. which was during the time period where pilots assumed a rnlfdr 
role in the operation - locating fish, determining their direction of travel and directing 
steamers to the schools 



Three brothers - Richard, Thomas and John Hayes ran the Consolidated Fisheries Company 
in Lewes ( employing over 600 men) - was the largest menhaden processing plant in the US 
in 1938 

1954, the Smith bought the Raye's plant and renamed it Sea Coast Products 

'W2 In 1966, menhaden fishing operations were terminated in Lewes for lack of fish 
- Where did they go? 
Three possible answers: 

-natural cyclic nature of fishery due to erratic survivorship of specific year classes; 
-overfishing resulting in heavy pressure on reproductivity of immature fish 
-degradation of nursery areas in estuaries 

Otis Smith (CEO and president of Fish Products Company -now Cape Shores) used a 
creative solution of manpower shortage of factory during WWII- he used German prisoners 
to keep the plant running - feeding them 3 meals a day, 10 hour work days and in lieu of 
wages, he paid so much per day to the Federal Government). Under his management, the 
plant grew after the war to fleet of 25 ships and a group of airplane spotters, In 1955 the 
company acquired the adjacent Hayes factory and renamed is Seacoast Products - - By mid 
1960s - the abundance of fish declined in this region, so he moved his operation to Louisiana 
-Both plants located on Fort Miles Road (now Cape Henlopen Drive) 

Rickards and Ramsey operated a commissary at each factory - serving 21 fishboarts at least 
3 days a week - on 304 Savannah Road - was a beehive of activity for the fishboats and 
factory operations 
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