
DELAWARE CHURCH ARCHIVES 

515. OCEAN VIEW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 1856--, Atlantic Ave., Ocean View, Baltimore 
Hundred. 

Organized in 1856 as a branch of the Blackwater Presbyterian Church (entry 495). (1) In that year 
the first church was built, (2) being superseded in 1907 by the present one story frame building on the 
same site. (3) The present name was adopted in 1909. (4) 

Minutes, 1907--, 1 vol.; Register, 1907--, 1 vol.; in possession of pastor, Rev. F. D. Viehe, Lewes. 
Financial, 1927--, 1 vol.; in possession of J.M. Evans. Records of incorporation and deeds: Sussex 
County Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. ODU~, p. 441; vol. DDX175, p. ~5; vol.. DEO193, p. 
194; vol. DIF288,JY270. ✓ v 

1. Scharf, 11,. p. 1344 .. 
2. Ibid, p:-1342. 
3. ~ram Campbell, Sept. 8, 1938. 
4. Sussex Co., Deeds, vol. DDU172, o. 441 . 



Our Pastqr 

Our Tradition 

History 

Membership 

Our 'Pastor: 

ABOUT OUR CHURCH 

Our Pastor, 1lev. Xerry Sfiu{[ fias 6een witfi tfie cfiurcli for over 25 
years. 

Our 'Tradition: 

Tfie Ocean 'View Presbyterian Cfiurcfi is a Cfi.ristian Cfiurcli, joining 
witfi a[[ wlio are foffowers of Jesus Christ . .'A.Cong witli tliose otfier 
cfiurcfies, we 6e{ieve in tlie triune (joa, tlie (joa wlio is :fatfier, Son, 
ana Jfo{y Syirit. (joa lias createa us, fias reaeemea us, and: sustains 
us. 

Tfie Ocean 'View Pres6yterian Cfiurcfi is yart of one of tfie main 
6ranclies of tfie 'Protestant 'Reformation, tfie 'Ref ormea Traaition. 

J!L 
~ 

'11ie term "ref ormecf' refers to the theo[ogica[ traaition growing out of 
the Swiss 'Reformation in sixteenth century. 'Reformea cfiurches 
sought to reform tlie churcfi, 6ringing it in harmony witli the New 
'Testament ana tlie ear[y cfiurcfi. Its Ceaaers were V.Crich Zwing{i 
(1484-1531) in Zuricfi andjofin CaEvin (1509-1574) in (jeneva. Tfi.e 
'Reforrnea 'lraaition syreaa tfirougfiout 'Eng Cana ana 'Euroye. It 
came to .'America tfirougfi tfie 'British Js[es. .'A [ea.tier of tfi.e cfi.urcfi in 
Scot{anawas Jofi.n Xnox (c. 1513-1572). 'Reformecf Cfiurcfi.es 6e{ieve: in 
tfie lio{y catfi.o[ic churcfi., tfiat fife must Ge fu[[y orient ea arouna (joa, 
tliat tfie 'Bi&[e is authoritative, that (joa takes the initiative in 



sa[vation 6y e[ecting us, tfiat tfiere is a raaica[ aistinction 6etween 
(joa ana tfie creature witfi (joa as sovereign over a[[, tfiat tfieo[ogy is 
a yractica[ science, ana tfiat (jod's 'Wora ana Syirit shaye every 
asyect of our fives. 

The wora"Pres6yterian" in tfie tit[e of our cfiurcfi refers to our form 
of government. 'I'fiis form tooi shaye in tfie Scottish cfiurcfi. 'I'fie 
Pres6yterian Cfiurcfi was first organizea in .'America in 1706, tfie 
yerson most resyonsi6[e 6eing J'rancis Jvt.aiernie (c. 1658-1707/8), In 
aetermining fiow tfie cfiurcfi governs itself ayyea[ is maae to tfie 
yractice of Scriyture. (joveniing is aone tfirougfi reyresentative 
assem6fies. Tfiese assem6fies are maae uy of yeoy[e efectea 6y 
congregations ana oraainecC to serve as yres6yters. 'Wfietfier tfiese 
yres6yters are Jvt.inisters of tfie vVorcC ana Sacrament (tfie yastor) or 
'Rufina 'E[aers, tfiey serve witfi equa[ autfiority. 

Tfie Ocean 'View Pres6yterian Cfiurcfi is a_ffifiatea witfi tfie 
Pres6yterian Cfiurcfi ('U.S . .'A..) 

Our J-fistory: 

Tfie Ocean 'View Pres6yterian Cfiurcfi was tfie first cfiurcfi to 6e 6ui[t 
in tfiis area. It was formea in 1856 6y mem6ers of tfie 1J{aciwater 
Pres6yterian Cfiurcfi. Tfie 1noney for tfie origina[ structure was 
o6tainecC froni going fiouse to house asiing for aonations. Tfie 
6ui{i;{i,ng was to 6e usea 6y otfier Christians wfien not in use 6y tfie 
Pres6yterians. Tfie first sermon was yreacfiecC 6y tfie '.Rev. 'Wi[fiam 
(jrafiani on June 8, 1856. Tfie yresent sanctuary was construct ea in 
1907. 

In 1974 tfie cfiurcfi erectea tfie (jeorge T. 'West J'e[[owsfiiy Center, 
known famifiar[y as tfie :fe[[owsfiiy Center. In 1983 it was en[argecC 
to its yresent size. 

'I'fie neea was soon fe[t for a mucfi [arger meeting fia[{. Tfie fia[{ was 
6ui[t in 2003 ana aeaicatea on Seytem6er 7. Cfiurcli facifities are not 
on{y for use 6y tfie congregation. Tfie cfiurcfi knows it as yart of its 
mission to make tfiese facifities avai{a6[e to grouys in tfie area. 

Tfiougfi tfie cfiurcfi cemetery is now restrictecC to mem6ers of tfie 
congregation, it fias tfiroitgfiout tfie years 6een oyen to a{[ 1Juriea in 
it are sCaves ana saifors from tfie sfiiy 'Rea'Wing. 
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our Purpose: 

Tfie Ocean 'View Presbyterian Churcfi is a Cfiristian congregation. 
vVe see ourse[ves as having 6een ca[[ea ana commissionea6y Cfirist 
to point to .J{is _presence ana to carry on .J{is ministry in tfie wor[a 
ana in our area. vVfii[e we share witfi other Christian churches tfiis 
iaentity ana mission, there are tfiings a6out us tfiat make us unique. 

vVorsfii_p is tfie cornerstone of our Cife togetfier. In w orsfii_p w e 
acfinow[eage our ae_penaence upon (joa, give t fianks for (god's 
gooaness, ana seek to 6e mo(aea into (god's faitfifu{ _peo_p[e. 

vVe strive to 6e a community w fiich m anifests (jod's aesire for justice 
ana righteousness for a[{ _persons. In t fiis congregation eacfi person is 
seen as having 6een ca[{er[ ana eqiti_p_pea 6y (joa to minister in 
unique ways. vVe encourage each otfier to carry out these ministries 
6otfi in tfie church ana in tlie community. 

We iaentify ourse{ves as a caring community. We strive to 6e a 
community whicfi manifests (jod1s comyassion ana care for eacfi 
other, 6otfi within ana outsiae of tfie churcli. We are a very aiverse 
congregation, yet w e strive to discuss matters ana to respect 
aifferent opin ions. Tfiis is a very active congregation. We encourage 
new iaeas ana t fie trying of new things. vVe cooperate in tasks. 
'Everyone ftas tfie o_pportunity to 6e invo{vecl In tfiis congregation 
each person is neecfoa. Teo_p{e nave res_ponswi(ities ana are missea 
wfien tliey are not t fiere. you mafie a aifference. Your _presence is 
a_p_preciatea. Your invofvement is vafuea. Your absence is fe{t. 

:Mem6ersfi:y,: 

We invite you to become a member of tfie Ocean 'View PresGyterian 
Cfiurcfi. 



'BeCief in tfie (joa known tfirougfiJesus Cfirist ana in tfie Jfo{y Spirit 
entai[s memGersfiiy in Cfirist's Goay, tfie Cfiurcfi. j'aitfi must 6e Civet£ 
out in tfie company of otfier 6eCievers, witfiin a Cfiristian 
congregation. 

In becoming a member of a PresGyterian Cfiurcfi, tlie _person 
_promises tlie fo{{owing: 
"to Ge a faitf,fu{ memGer of tfiis congregation, sfiare in its worsfiiy 
and" ministry tfirougfi your _prayers ana gifts, your stuay ana 
service, and' so jufji{{ your ca{Cing to Ge a aisciy{e of Jesus Cfirist." 

:MemGersfiiy is an o_p_portunity to renew one's ba_ptism, reaffirming 
tfie Lordsfiiy of Jesus Cfirist over one's entire fife. We renew our 
ministry to Cfirist. Tfiis ministry is carried" out Gy every member. It 
is carried: out Gotfi witfiin tfie congregation ana in tfie community. 
Tfiis ministry inc{ucfes: 

"-_proc{aiming tfie goa news, 
- taRing _part in tlie common {ife ana worsfiiy of a _particu{ar cfiurcfi, 
-_praying ana stuaying Scriyture ana tfie f aitfi of tfie Cfiristian 
Cfiurcfi, 
- supporting tfie work of tfie cfiurcfi tfirougfi tfie giving of money, 
time, ana ta{ents, 
-_particiyating in tlie governing res_ponsiGifities of tfie churcli, 
- aemonstrating a new quauty of {ife witfiin ana througfi the cfiurcli, 
- responding to (jocCs activity in tfie wor{c[ tfirough service to otfiers, 
- uving res_ponsiG{y in the _personal f ami{y, vocational _poutical 
cu{tural ana socia{ refationsfiiys of Cife, 
- working in tfie woru£ for _peace, justice, freeaom, and" fiuman 
fulfil{ment." 
('Book Of Order) 

:MemGershiy is Gy _profession of faith, reaffirmation of faitfi in Christ, 
or certificate of transfer from another Cfiristian cfiurcfi. if you are 
interested in fiving out your Ga_ptism in tlie Ocean 'View 
Presbyterian Churcfi, yfease ta{fi. to tlie Pastor or one of tfie 'Euiers. 



Oceanview Presbyterian Church 

Delaware Public Archives 2007 SC-213 

- 1856 organized as a branch of Blackwater Presbyterian Church (WPA) (Zebley) (Scharf)
- Mr. William Graham (Blackwater) preached the dedicatory sermon (Scharf)
- Use of an acre and½ of land was given by John Hall (Zebley)

- 1856 July 5
th 

cornerstone laid

- 1865 - 1871 neither church had a preacher (Scharf)
- 1871 - 1878 Rev. H.J. Gaylord preached (Scharf)
- 1907 Present one story frame building on same site erected (WPA)
- 1907 Cornerstone laid for present day church held July 2 (Zebley/WP A)
- 1907 Dedication ceremony held December 1st (Zebley/WP A)
- 1909 present name adopted (WP A)
- 1909 site deeded to the church by John Hall's daughter Elizabeth A. Evans for $1.00 (Vl 73 p 375)
- 1974 George T. West Fellowship Center added
- 1983 Fellowship Center enlarged
- 2003 Large meeting hall added

- Oldest legible tombstone is of Mary P. Hall - October 3, 1836 (Zebley)

Russ, 

I put a call into the church - - -because I cannot establish what their old name was (new
name was adopted 1909 according to WPA). I feel like there's not much here but don't 
know where else to go at this point. Let me know if you have any ideas. Thanks 
Karen 
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HISTORICAL MARKER 

OCEAB VIEW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

0 CE AN VIEW, DE 

Do Not Seale 

L o c a t e Ma r k e r a t s t a k e 

par al I el to angled portion 

o f s i d e wa I k . 

CHURCH 

CENTRAL AVE . 

,f-
1 2' 3" 

SIDEWALK 

5 0 I 1 n 

Parking 

CHURCH AVE . 



Donovan T Karen (DOS) 

From: Lee Stacey (DOS) 

Sent: Friday, February 09, 2007 9:41 AM 

To: Donovan T Karen (DOS) 

Subject: Ocean View Presbyterian Church 

Karen, 

Here's the tlmeline for Ocean View Presbyterian Church: 
(I also have when the trustees were elected, but I was u1sure of whether or not that information was necessary). 

1856- The church was organized as a branch of the Blackwater Presbyterian Church. 
The use of an acre and one-half of land was given by John Hall. 

-Zebley's p. 305. 

July 5, 1856- The corner-stone was laid and the church was opened for services the fall of that year. 
-Zebley's p. 305-306 

July 2, 1907- The corner-stone for the present day church was laid. 
-Zebley's p. 306 

Dec. 1, 1907- The dedication ceremony for the present day church was held. 
-Zebley's p. 306 

August 14, 1909- Elizabeth Evans, the daughter of John Hall, sold the land for $1 to the church (a gift). She sold it 
to the Trustees of the church. 

-RG4555.030 Roll #1 04 
p . 375-378 

-Zebley's p. 306 

There is a graveyard wlth it and the oldest "legible" tombstone is of Mary P. Hall who died on Oct. 3, 1838. 
-Zebley's p. 306. 

This is current history from their website: (meaning the church is in current use) 

1974- The church erected the George T. West Fellowship Center and was enlarged in 1983. 

Sept. 7, 2003-A new and larger meeting hall was built 

Their website says that there are graves of slaves and sailors from the Red Wing. 

The website is : http://members.splus.net/dghattierdc/Ocean%20View%20Pres%20Church/about our church.htm 



13-12 ill.STORY OF DBLA W :\.HK 

parti!\lly submerged territory. ~o wdl h!,e they suc
ce~d~d tbs.t the bottom-lands ha\·e hlT'. n\e the mo~t 
frrtile corn-gro1,·ing ~ection of ,!1e huac::~·d. Hobut 
Hurtott wu one of the first to ur,,!at~_k-1: the work of 
reclamation, and from this 1.,egioniu~ fr'::"'. the organ
iz11ti0n ofcompa.ni~ to carry o~ the eo~-t'ri•riMe \\iLh 
li.rger means. The Bean:r Dam Ditch ,L'ompany walil 
i ntorporated February 23, l 8F,;j, ·.,- it h ;.te following 
memhers: ~ uthaniel Tunnell, J f)h n Bee.nett, Ke:1Jall 
Ril'.kurdd, D:i:vid Godwin, Willi.am D. La;noo, Thomas 
E. Hall, Ann ~I. We~t, Charle. D. l~:10ett, Jaroes 
H. Godwin, Sarah Derrickson, J rihn Bennett, John 
M. Taylor, Henry B. )furry, r~a.ac i _ _._ West and 
others. The work of this ccmpa..ny io drainage hrui 
beeu ext~nsi ve and beneficial. 

The General Ai,,sembly has gran:r--:: authority for 
the constri1cti<>n of a canal of :;e·: enty•:..-o fret width 
and ~ix feet deep from Jctfer~0n C:-n"'i.:, ~he bend of 
Little .-\.ssawomao Bay, t-o White', C'n·-:i, "hranch of 
Indian RiYer Bay. The propo.,,,,l c,11al will lie en
tirely 't";~hiu Baltimore Hundred, a.uJ :f c.onstruct('d, 
will add thirteen miles of inland nRn_g-ation to the 
water-course.~ b~tween Chincote3.;i;'uc blet, Va., and 
JefferBOn Creelr. 

CHt;RCHzs.-Bla-:kwater Preibvteriw Chu rch waa 
built in 1767. In that year Cb~ries Te-.aoec.t, its first 
paatnr, began hie pastoral labor!. He came of tbe 
family of that name which is cE:lebrat-ed in the annals 
of early Prei,byte.ria.nism on this continent. His 
father ~-as a pa.st.or and teacher Rt the "Old Log C6\
lege," which bas since become the renowned and 
revered Princeton, 1w<l hi, brotbeni were amo!lg the 
organirers of the church at ~ew Ca!tle and of the 
Buckingham in Maryland. The elders of B\ackw~ter 
Church with Mr. Tennent wer.e Josevh ~iller, Eben
ezer Enns, John Evans, Wm. Tunnell, John Ayde
lott, Thomas Haroig and Thomas Wingate. Mr. 
Tennent ,vas succeeded by Jame:. Wilson, son of 
Matthew Wilson, of Philadelphia. He, among others, 
supplied the- pulpit until 1771, in ,,-bicb year Rev, 
Josiah Lewis wa.s installed pastr, r. In 177--1 Rev. John 
Rankin became pastor and prea.i;be<l for twenty con
secutire years, until his death, ia 17£4. During Mr. 
Rankin'll ps.stcrate the following elders comprised the 
sei;sion: Jonathan Har\'ey, Enoch &udder, William 
Evans, Joab Collins, Philip White, William S. Hall, 
Elihu Brede\l and James Miller. 

Rev. ChS!!. Wallace succeeded ~Ir. P.snk:in in 1794, 
and occupied the pulpit until 18')3, wh.en Re,•, Stuart 
·wmiamson became pastor and contioaed aix years. 
John Burton and others prear.hed uotil 1812, when 
Charlee Wallace returned !iDd reru&i.aed five yeani, 
being f~llowed by Joseph Copeland and oth1m1. In 
1821 Blackwater Church ha~ be~orr:e almost exti net. 
After a t.hrc.-e years' pastorate, '1t hich was ended by 
death, Thomas Kennedy W:J.3 ~un:~·eded in 18~ by 
Alexander Campbell. In 183l the Mt sessiQn of 
elders had pas~ed away. In 1833, Rev. L H.K. Handy 
became pastor or '!i'bat wa.s ca.11<:d l her nited Churches 
of Buckingham, Bl11.cbrnter ar.,l L~u.·el. The union 

was formed to imure a salnry fur a permanent pastor. 
Lattr the union w:i.;; ,l is~olv,-d b}' th,~ B1,ckiughnm 
l'.<rngregatiun, wl1ich re<1t1..:\~tc,; ~he exdu~i re ~tn·i~cs of 
:'II r. II an<ly . H. C. Fr('i ~ arcept(•d the pa:o torntc in 
184], and was f\UCCcc,le<l in 18-E) by C. H. ~lustard 
who, about 1831, withdrew to Lewes and Cool Sprio~ 
Clrnrd1e8. The ptilpit r.'maincd \'Ucant unti I 1853. 
Tn that year I. W. K. Handy again occupied it, nud 
haYing pn•al'.hed, two year,:;, rt~pon<le<l to a cal\ from 
the First Pr~.sbyterian Church of PortRmoutli, Yir
gmrn. William Grtiham in 18f'>5 accepted the call t-o 
Ulackwater. A yea.r l:1.ter the Ocean \riew Presby
terian Church was orgauized uy the congregation of 
Ul::i.ckwater, ~Ir. Gm.ham !'reaching the de.d i_cntory 
Merrr.ou in the newly-built d1un:h . 

In 1857 ~Ir. Graham was irnccee<led by C.H. ~:i.11s

tard, who, from uld :ige, retired in lSG:i. Until 1371 
tbere wns uo preacher iu BlaL:b\ !Iler ur Ocean Y!ew 
Churd1cs. From that year until 1878 Hn. H.J. G!1y
lord (now in Kao6~J preac.:hed, being succec<l<:d b~
Ile\·. J.B. Adams, after whom came Johe T. Foulk. 
Ocean Yiew and Frnnkford l'resl.,yterian Cburche:11 are 
branchea of Blackwater Chur<'b . 

The Sounds Baptist Church w:B the se::.on<l Baptist 
Church int.he State of Delaware, !l.nd one of tbl~ con
stituent churches of the Salisbury Association, formed 
in 1782, which tho same year was united witl-. the 
Philadelphia Association. In the fall of 1778, Re\·. 
Elijah Baker came to the State from Yirginia and 
began preaching. He was soon followed by Rev. 
Philip Hughe&. Meetings were held at Broad Creek, 
Gravelly Branch, the head of the Sound and other 
places, The result of these meetings was many con
versions, and sever al churches were formed. The 
firxt was :lt the S-::mnds, and wag organized August 12, 
1779, with twt:nty•one members, viz.: John Gibbins, 
John Gibbins Jr., Jonathan Gibbins, Samuel Gib
bins, S11.rah Gibbins, Jaen Gibbins, Elizabeth 
Gibbins, Elizabeth Gibbins, Jr., E\iphnz Dazey, 
Thomas Wildgoose, Isaac Duncan, Sarah Duncan, 
Sarnh Duncan, Jr., Mary Bull, J ohn Tull, Hannah 
Tull, M nry Clark, Mnry A.Ire, Rhoda Hickruan, Raebel 
Emsoo and Rose, a negress. 

The meetings were held in the dwellings of Job n Tull 
and Thomas Wildgoose, and no house of worship was 
ever erected. By rewson of emigration the church 
lost its members gradually and long since. was aban
d9oed. During the first thirteen years of its orga_ni
zation six persons were here schooled for the ministry. 
Their names were John, Samuel and Jonathan 
Gibbins, Eliphaz Dazey, Gideon Farrel and Edward 
C. Dingle. 

The tir;;t min isten of this church were ita founder3, 
Revs. Baker nnd Hughes, who, in Virginia, Maryland 
and Delaware, planted twenty-one churches. 

On April 16, 1787, Rev. Jonathan Gibbins was (Jr• 
dained 11. past-0r, and appoir.ted to take charge of the 
Sounds Church. He also had the care of Broad Creek 
Cburi;h until they obtained a minister of their own. 
He WM born in Broad Creek Hundred, Dec. IC, li,51. 
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THE CHURCHES OF DELAWARE 

by 

FRANK R. ZEBLEY 

Author of "Along the Brandywine" 

* 

A history, in brief, of the nearly 900 churches 

and former churches in Delaware as 

located by the Author. 
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Homecoming which is held at Ocean View on a Wedne~day" in August. One 
of the f ea tu res of the reunion is a Sunday afternoon ser~ice at Blackwater 
Church. The collections which are taken at that service, in~ofar as they exceed 
the fee paid to the minister, are placed in a special fund to be used for the pur• 
pose of constructing a brick wall around the graveyard. Begun in 1939, the wall 
in front of the church and a portion of one side wall have been completed. 
The tombstones in the graveyard date back to 1850. 

There is an annual service held by the people interested in Blackwater 
Church. It is hel4 in the fall on a date set by the session of Frankford Presby· 
terian Church. 

More land was donated to the church on Nov. 19, 1931, by Ebe T. Murray. 

St. George's Methodist Church (M.E.) at Clarksville. The first church was 
built on a road, now abandoned, about one mile north of the present church. 
When it was decided to build a new church on the present site, the old church, 
built of hand-hewn timbers, was torn down and used in building a barn on the 
farm of Wm. Steele. The old church benches were used in the new church for 
several years. When the new church was built, most of the bodies were removed 
from the old to the new graveyard. Today, surrounded by trees, only two in
scribed tombstones can be found. They mark the graves of John E. Lathbury 
who died on Oct. 21, 1881 and Mary A. Lathbury, who died on Aug. 15, 1876. 

Trustees were elected on Jan. 10, 1879. The present church site was pur
chased on Feb. 18, 1880, from John Steele. The church wasouilt and it was 
dedicated in the spring of 1880. The parsonage site at Clayton and Waples Sts., 
in Dagsboro, was purchased on Feb. 3, 1914, from Virginia M. McCabe. The 
present church was rebuilt in 1928 and greatly improved in 1937. The large 
graveyard is located on both sides of the road. The oldest tombstone the writer 
could find is dated 1853. 

Wesley M. E. Church, colqred, is located on the edge of Clarksville. The 
church site was purchased on Dec. 18, 1873, from Miers B. Steel.. More land 
was secured on Dec. l, 1926, from Quimby -Walker and on Apr. 6, 1938, from 
John G. Walter. A camp-ground is maintained with services late in July. This 
was the last camp in Delaware to use the old wooden fire-stands for lighting 
purposes. They were replaced with electricity in 1943. 

Millville M. P. Church. This church was incorporated on Aug. 10, 1897. 
The corner-stone was laid on Sept. 21, 1897. It was dedicated on Feb. 13, 1898. 
There were three services which were conducted by the Revs. F. T. Little, J. L. 
Straughn and J. Mclean Brown. The church ceased to function in 1910. It is 
now used as a social-hall by the M. E. Church, having been purchased by the 
Gleaner's Club on Oct. 29, 1938. 

The Church of Christ, Disciples, of Millville. This congregation was in
corporated on Mar. 27, 1922. They purchased the old M. P. Church on Apr. 
26, 1922. The church became defunct and sold the property on Oct. 29, 1938. 

Millville Methodist Church (M.E.) was built in 1907. The old Dist. No. 
180 school lot was purchased on Aug. 3, 1907. The Gleaner's Club purchased 
the old M. P. Church on Oct. 29, 1938 and it is used as a social.hall. 

Ocean View Presbyterian Church was founded, in 1856, by a group of 
members from Blackwater Church. The use of an acre and one-half of land was 
given by John Hall. The corner•stone was laid on July 5, 1856, and the church 



was opened for services in the fall of that year. The corner-stone of the present 
church was laid on July 2, 1907, and the dedication service was held on Dec. 1, 
1907. The title to the site was deeded to the church by Mr. Hall's daughter, 
Elizabeth A. Evans, on Aug. 14, 1909. There is a large, well-kept graveyard. 
The oldest legible tombstone is that of Mary P. Hall who died on Oct. 3, 1838. 
This is probably a reinterment. 

The Christian Church, Disciples of Christ at Ocean View. This congrega
tion was organized in 1880, when a church was built at Bayard. Trustees were 
elected on Oct. 20, 1881. The first church was burned; a second church was 
built and it was also burned. A church site in Ocean View was purchased on 
Apr. 22, 1899, from James M. Evans. It was stipulated that there should be no 
cemetery. The present church at Ocean View was built in 1901 and rebuilt in 
1940. Their ritual includes baptism by immersion which leads many persons 
to refer to them as Baptists. 

Mariner's Bethel Methodist Church (M.E.) was organized in 1859 and a 
frame church was built. It was incorporated on Feb. 14, 1878 and again on May 
3, 1894. Four acres of land were purchased on June 16, 1894, from Elisha Evans. 
The corner-stone of the present church was laid on July 14, 1898 and the 
building was completed in 1899. It was rebuilt in 1904. Additional land was 
purchased on May 8, 1906, from Mary H. Townsend. On July 21, 1930, Geo. 
W. Mitchell donated a small strip of land to the church. 

There is a large graveyard to the rear of the church, the tombstones dat
ing back to 1862. During the night of Sun., July 19, 1942, the steeple was 
struck by lightning, ripping off shingles and doing considerable damage. Some
time later, the spire was removed. 

St. Martin's P. E. Church at Bethany Beach. Although meetings have been 
held in Bethany Beach by the Episcopalians since 1914, a church was not built 
until 1940. The erection of St. Martin's Church was begun in May, 1940. The 
first service and the dedication were held on Sun., Aug. 4, 1940. 

The Christian Church, Disc_iples of Christ Tabernacle at Bethany Beach. 
About 1900, a group of members presented to the church, sixteen acres of land 
at Bethany Beach. The tabernacle, which was then built, is of similar design 
to the study of Alexander Campbell, one of the founders of the church. For 
a number of years Chatauquas were held here. At the present time the taber
nacle is used during July and August to accommodate various group confer
ences from the Capital Area of the church, which includes the church at Ocean 
View and fifty-one other churches. More land was donated on April 30, 1923 
by Hiram J. Penrod. A large two-story building was erected near the taber
nacle, in 1939, to be used as a dormitory and dining-hall. 

Zion Methodist Church (M.E.) at Roxana. The first church was built in 
1839 and was named "Sound M. E. Church." It was known to many persons 
as ''Centerville Church," that being the name of Roxana until 1872. The pres
ent site, measuring 40 sq. poles was secured on May 21, 1855 from Nathaniel 

. Evans t that time the trustees of Sound Church were Isaac C. West, 
Wm. ribo adoch P. Collier and N. W. Evans. 

A se • ~-lnlrch was built and it was dedicated on May 2, 1858, by the 
Revs. Robt. L. Dashiell and Alf red A. Cookman. The present church was ·built 
in 1874. The corner-stone was laid on Tues., Apr. 21, 1874, by the Revs. T. 0. 
Ayers and J. A. Arters, the pastor. It was arranged to dedicate the church on 



\ 1, 

l 

INVENTORY OF THE CHURCH 
ARCHIVES OF DELAWARE 

b f/2e 

HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY 

l PRELIMINARY DRAFT NOW BEING 
t• , CHECKED FOR FINAL ACCURACY 
i 

MARCH 1940 

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

DIVISJON OF PROFESSIONAL AND SERVICE PROJECT5 

OLD POST OFFICE BLDG. 

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 



515. OCEAN VIEW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 1856--, Atlantic Ave., Ocean View, Baltimore 
Hundred. 

Organized in 1856 as a branch of the Blackwater Presbyterian Church (entry 495). (1 ) In that year 
the first church was built, (2) being superseded in 1907 by the present one story frame building on the 
same site. (3) The present name was adopted in 1909. (4) 

Minutes, 1907--, 1 vol.; Register, 1907--, 1 vol.; in possession of pastor, Rev. F. D. Viehe, Lewes. 
Financial, 1927--, 1 vol.; in possession of J. M. Evans. Records of incorporation and deeds: Sussex 
County Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. ODU172, p. 441: vol. DDX175, p. 375; vol .. DEO1 93, p. 
194; vol. DIF288, p. 270. 

1. Scharf, II, p. 1344: 
2. Ibid, p. 1342. 
3. From Campbell, Sept. 8, 1938. 
4. Sussex Co., Deeds, vol. DOU 172, o. 441. 
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REVISITED 
Reverend L. P. Bowen, D. D. * 

Lewes, hail the Ho<>rltill CPuntry 
As 'twas know in days of old; 
Flttll of reminiscent S1.WShine 
Full of hearts as pure as gold 
Mustard. West, and Wolfe and 

Lyons, 
Virden, Hickman, Burton, Mwll, 
Arnell, Warrington and Norman 
And our dear old Dr. Hall; 
Names vibrating on the air, 
Like breezes on the Delaware. 
That teacher from the days 

departed 
Is treading these fair shores again 
And these o]d names come back 

a·nd greet him, 
The old octogenarLan; 
The gra~~yard~ fuU-the sea~ 

sped- ··• • • ' 
The sleepers live-his dead not 

dead. 
He stands and prea,ches in the 

pulpit 
Where Mustard painted heavenly 

joys 
And while he preaches softly near 

mm • 
Are sleeping his two preacher 

boys- .. , . .... : 
George Wolfe., Hall, gone on before 
And beckoning :from the eternal 

shore. . . . 
He misses sore that old Brick 

Buildm-g 
SU'rVivor of the olden atays 
Wbere sainted fathers loved and 

worshipped . . 
Two hundred years of prayer· and 

praise; 
Oh vandal stroke that struck that 

blow 
Which laid that granrl old temple 

low 
There Samuel Davis, the church's 

founder 
Stood forth the gospel seed to sow, 
Contemporary of Makemie, 
Flar back two hundred years ago 
Why n·ot have treasured to the last 
That <p-riceless landmark o,f . the 

. past • ·" ~ .· 
Beneath that roof the youngster 

teacher 
Tawght all he kne,,,v and best he 

could, 

And in the commg years his pupils 
All reached their goal and all 

made good; 
Did not a blessing, rich, benign, 
Rest on us in that old Brick 

shrine? 
Yound pedagogue likewise was 

learning 
And gathering many a precious 

gem, 
For he'd been taught by those 

bright scholars . 
Far more than even he taught 

them, 
And Lewes with her smiles and 

prayers 
Was shaping all his future years. 
Now filtY-fouar Jong floating 
• seasons • • 

Had run their coui·se and p:tssed 
on down 

And thinned the ranks and filled 
the graveyards 

Since he had 1ast beheld the town 
But after all those weary miles 
He meets six pupils still ln smiles 
Robert, William. Charlie, Sallie 
Joe .and Maggie-bless their hearts
With • that rare grace that ne'er 

departs 
,A11 honored .women. honored men, 
And we renewed our youth again. 
All hail, blue skies of Cape 

Henlopen, 
Breakwater and the shimmering 

bay 
And spii'its of the dear departed 
:ffoverln:! still about ou~ way, 
The seaside breezes soft and low 
And voices of long ago. 
All hail the monument up yonder 
Where first the prime old settlers 

stood; 
We raise a monument still nobler 
True manhood and true 

womanhood, 
The cthildTen beside these waters 
The sons of Lewes and her 

daughters , . 
Go on, ye Blue Hen's · Chickens 
The future all in bloom 
With hope and eheet' and promise 
Of grander things to come. 

• Please turn to page 46 for a brief background of Reverend Bowen. 
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The Lewes Presbyterian Church 
In order to give a comprehensive history of the Lewes 

Presbyterian Church it is necessary to include that of the 
other two churches with which it was incorporated to form 
the United Presbyterian Congregations of Lewes, Coolspring 
an.d Indian River churche$. Its members were furtheI" allied 
by blood ties and communal interests, as well as religious 
faith . 
. • · The first Presbyterian Church was at New Castle; but 
since Samuel Davis was preaching· to a group of people at 
Lewes as early as 1692, the second Presbyterian Church is, 
perhaps; the one at. Lewes. 
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The congregation worshipped until 1707 in a small wooden 
building. This was replaced by one built of bricks which 
were burned in the churchyard. Th.is building must have been 
unsubstantially built because at a Session meeting in 1759 it 
was resolved "to raise and repair it as it was in danger of 
total ruin and decay." An account of the expense incurred 
for labor and material. and the names of the subscribers fo1· 
same are listed in the· old session book. This Brirk Church, 
as it was forever after to be known, was presumed to have 
been built for the Reverend John Thomson. 011 the ea.stem 
side of the building, before it was overlaid, could be seen the 
letters J T'S and the numerals 1728, whic.h is "as much to 
say, this: house was built for the Reverend John Thomson in 
the year of our Lord 1728." This quaint Dutch-type strnc.ture, 
with a high hip-ro~of and galleries extending around three 
sides of the interior, had no heat other than a fireplace and 
served both as a meeting place and school fo.r many years. 
Repaired again in 1818, it was used until 1832, when it was 
replaced by the present edifice which was begun in 1830 and 
dedfoated on August 26, 1832 during the ministry of John 
Mitchelmore. The Brick Church stood until 1871, when it 
was purchased for $80 by Henry Wolfe, an elder of the church, 
and demolished. In the vestibule of our churoh hangs a 
photograph taken at this time by one John Williams, photo
grapher and barber. During its Uije as a school, the boys took 
tu.ms, each ·a week apiece, opening the school, • cutting the 
firewood and making the fire-s. The girls remained after 
school on Wednesday and Friday to sweep and clean. 

Presbyterians have always insisted on a high level of 
learning for their clergy and their members. Wherever they 
settled a teacher usually accompanied them and a school was 
established. Most of the early ministers conducted classes in 
addition to their pastoral duties. Among the teachers at this 
school were Matthew \Vilson, Francis Hindman, Ashbel Srong, 
Paul Davis, John D. Marshall, James Russell, George Poole 
and Archibald Moore. 

The land upon which the church is located was originally 
patented t-0 William Dyre, part of which he sold to Thomas 
Fenwick. It was the latter who appeare.d in open court, May 6, 
1707, and "acknowledged. decJ.ared and made over for the 
use of the Presbyterian professors for a meeting house, school 
and burial place, a parcel of land butted and bounded at the 
end of Lewes Town between the Countv road and the road 
that goes to Mr. Samuel Davis', his plantation on the hill, con
taining 100 feet square, according to a deed of settlement 
bearing date, the ninth day of the instance. :May 1707." 
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Alterations have been made over the years on this third 
, and present building, which was begun the same year the 
United States Government started the construction of the 
Breakwater. Formerly the balcony which graces the rear of 
church continued ,around both sides with pillars for support. 
The original windows consisted of three sections of leaded 
glass panes, two of which were in the sanctuary and the 
third extended up .through the gallery. The Sabbath School 
was held on the gallery. The organ and c,horisters rendered 
their music from there until 1877 when the Session decided 
to bring them down into the church. Also the section which 
now contains 1lhe choir was walled off and a smaller pl•atf o:rm. 
held the pulpit with thirteen steps leading up to it. In 1886 
extensive renovations were made and it is thought the side 
galleries were removed at this time. A steeple, with an open 
tower, was built by C. T. Burton for $634; a bell, weighing 
1,000 pounds, was purchased in Baltimore; and an organ from 
Trenton, $300, was added. A shingle was found with writing 
as follows: (!Henry Wolfe, May 30, 1832," which is about the 
time the present structure was built. Once- there was a large 
chandelier in the center of the: church which burned oil and 
the sexton had to draw it down by means of ,a po1e to fill the 
lamps. One Sunday evening in 1901, this chandelier fell to 
the floor. No lamps were broken but many of the prisms were 
torn off and smashed. Charles Miller, a negro, who faithfully 
served for fifty years as sexton~ was the only person in the 
church ,at the time. The damaged fixture was p,acked in boxes 
and placed under the eaves of the church. Finally it was 
given to an antique dealer who sold it to a negro pastor and 
it is said to be hanging now in a New Jersey Church. The 
fine, hand-carved woodwork, handsome furniture and pulpit 
are presumed to have been made by the Russell \Voodworking 
Firm at Philaidelphia. , 

In 1877 the trustees purchased the old Wesley property, 
which stood to the left of the church, and there they built a 
manS'e. W. D. Paynter was the contractor and it cost $1,400. 
'Dhe Mustard property, sometimes caJled Green Hill Parlors, 
was purchased from Dr: David L. Mustard and his brother, 
Robert Mustard, and the land was laid out in burial lots with 
wide avenues. Robert Arnell bought the old buildings which 
had formerly stood in the cemetery and moved them to his 
lumberyard nearby. Silver maple trees and evergreens were 
planted at suitable places and an abutment raised, surmounted 
J:?y an iron fence which adde,d to the decoration of the grounds. 
Services were suspended in 1900 when the body of the church 
was painted steel gray with white trim and a new floor was 
laid by Salmons and Manlove. The interior was repapered 
and frescoed and steam heat installed. A new pipe organ, 
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costing $1,200, was purchased from Adam Stein of Baltimore 
h1 1903. In the summer of that year two rooms were added 
to the manse and a stable built; the iron fence was removed 
from the front and a coping placed in its stead. No great 
changes or additions to the church were made again until 
1914, when the Sunday School Building was built at a cost 
of $9,179.98. John Wanamaker, the great Philadelphia mer
chant and philanthropist was invited to dedicate the n.ew 
building but was unable to accept the invitation. The Rever
en,d MT. Aull of Calvary Presbyterian Church at Philadelphia 
officiated at this ceremony on May twenty-first. At the siame 
time the old church building was redecorated at a cost of 
$2,000. Mra. Adele Herold, wife of the minister, and the 
Misses Ann Nichols and Catherine Marshall served on 
the committee. 

The six stained glass memorial windows were given by 
friends and members in memory of their loved ones and were 
dedicate,d November 25, 1926. An outstanding musical pro
graJll was given at this time whioh was acknowledged by the 
Session in their minutes. The biblical events depicted by the 
windows are as follows: 

"Come Unto Me' 1 

"The Resurrection" 
"The Good Shepherd" 

"Blessin-g the Children" 
"The Nativity" 

"Walk to Emmaus" 

Additions and ahanges have been made to the entrance 
several times. The last and present one was built and dedi.
cateid on December 6, 1931, and the Reverend Thomas A. 
Williams of the Wicomico Presbyterian Ohurch of Salisbury 
was the speaker. The original stone doorstep, which led into 
the church, lies in the graveyard to the right of the vestibule 
where it was placed at the time of this addition. 

In the late forties the steeple began to show the ravages 
of time and filie elements and was razed. A new one with a 
closed tower replaced the old one of open structure through 
which the bell could be seen. 

In 1950 steps were taken to refinish, waterproof and 
decorate 1:lhe basement of the Sunday School Building for use 
as a church social an.d recreation hall. The work was done by 
the men of the church and the Kelly class provided the furnish
ings. 

Two more stained glass windows were placed in the 
vestibule in 1965. The one to the left, upon entering the 
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vestibule, was given in memory of Mrs. Lena (Nichols} Tam
many by her sons, William and Samuel Tammany, and was 
dedicated on October 31, 1965. The circular stained glass 
window to the right of the vestibule was dedicated on Novem
ebr 21, 1965, and was given in memory of Dr. William Leish
man by Mrs. l{elly's Sunday School class. 

In 1958, the corner lot was purchased from Benjamin 
Ableman for $12,000. The old Dodd House that stood there 
was torn down. 'Dhe old manse was moved away and with the 
addition of this land. the _cemetery space was greatly aug
mented. A new m1anse was built on the comer lot and was 
first occupied by the Reverend James Arlen Mays and his 
family in February of 1959. Samuel Russell was the general 
contractor assisted by George Chappell, Richard Dennis and 
W. Maclyn Cullum. 
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The Coolspring Presbyterian Church 

Although the earliest records of this church have not 
been preserved, it appears, from a more contemporary re
search, that the Presbyterian Church at Cool Spring was 
founded many years before the time usually given, 1734 to 
1737. 

Tu his report to the Venerable Society in London in 1728, 
the Reverend Becket of St. Peter's Episcopal church said, 
"The Presbyterians have two churches in Su..c;se1: County, one 
at Cool Spring and the other at Lewes." It is not improbable 
that a congregation may have been formed as eat'ly as 1700, 
for a number of Presbyterian families lived in the vicinity at 
that time. To accommodate these with a place of worship, 
a central location in a forest near a good spring of water was 
selected. The land was given, however, not to the church, 
but to James Martin and several members of Presbyterian 
faith, because at the time of the Warrant and Survey, it was 
illegal for churches in their own right to hold any property. 
Thus, the proprietors of Thomas Penn on August 22, 1'727, 
upon re.quest, directed that four acres in a lot of ten acres, 
including t he meeting house and graveyard thereon, located 
on the southeast side of Cool Spring and on the west side of 
the County road seven miles distant from the town of Lewes 
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were to be given those people. The survey was made in 
September 1737 and for some reason the plot, when surveyed. 
called for four acres instead of the ten originally mentioned. 

About 1782, people became concerned with the loose 
manner of holding Ohurch property and petitions from all 
over Delaware were sent to the General Assembly protesting 
against this situation. 'l'he Legislature in 1787, responded 
with a law permitting Churches to become separate corporate 
bodies. On September 1, 1787, the Coolspring congregation, 
which up until this time had formed a parish w.ith Lewes, 
took action and recorded their proceedings to become a body 
corporate, the official name to be the "United Presbyterian 
Congregations of Lewes, Coolspring and Indian River." For 
years a pleasant and harmonious relationship was maint-ained, 
and they were served by the same pastor. Meantime, the 
Indian River Church cease.d to exist, and the Lewes Church 
reincorporated as -a separate body. As a result, the Cool
spring Church was the only surviving limb of the original 
corporate body. In order to preserve a continuous and per
fect title to the real estate of the Coolspring Church, the 
congregation took legal seps and changed the name to "The 
Coolspring Presbyterian Church.'' 

The minutes of the church indicate that one time the 
chUTch owned a glebe. This is surprising because the holding 
of a g,lebe is peculiar to the Episcopal church for the most 
part. The glebe belonging to the church consisted of farm 
lands adjacent to the graveyard and, not proving a satisfactory 
investment, was disposed of for 250 pounds. 

They worshipped first in a small wooden building. This 
was replaced by a second which was painted red and most 
likely shingled and yery simple in construction. It stood 
lengthwise to the road and had two doors facing the road. 
The pulpit faced away from the road and was built against 
the side of the ehurch facing the road. The windows were 
rather small as compared with modern v.rindows; tlhe pulpit 
stood several feet above floor level and was reached by steps. 
A drawing of this second church, which now hangs on the 
wall of the church, was made by Dr. Robert B. Hopkins when 
a young man. His father, Dr. James A. Hopkins, together 
with ms grandfatJher, Peter J. Hopkins, were for many years 
trustees, elders ·and influential members of this church. The 
drawing wa,s made about 1900, and the facts and description 
of same were largely derived f.rom his father. This church 
was repaired in 1818, and the manner by which the funds 
were raised are listed in the Coolspring records now on file 
in the Presbyterian Historical Society in Philadelphia. It has 
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been related that when difficulties were encountered with a 
casket being t~o imwi~idy to g~t.through-the door, Dr.:James 
Hopkins declar~, "Never Again'', and had the tw:o doors 
replaced with one, the side aisles removed and a center aisle 
made. 

The present substantiw frame house of worship is the 
third building and was dedicate.d January 14, 1855. 

On Sunday, October 10, 1926, Coolspring celebrated its 
200th anniversary with an address delivered by Judge Henry 
C. Conrad. 

Rededication services were held on Sunday, May ~7, 1951 
to commemorate extensive renovation that was done on the 
building. A p1'acque on the waJ.il of the church bears the 
following inscription, "In Memory of James W. Copes, who 
by his will made the repairs on this church possible in 1950." 

In 1965, by the generosity of Benjamin Burton, the roof 
was refuvbished and a ,bronze placque placed on the outside 
of the building which reads: "In memory of all the wonder
ful people who live here." 

Five candidates went out from this church and became 
ministers of the gospel under the auspices of the Presbyterian 
Church. These were David Coulter, Cornelius H. Mustard, 
Samuel Peery, Wilson Tait and Russell Paynter. 

In the graveyard adjoining the church may be found the 
tombstones of many of the founding fathers bearing names 
that are familiar even today such as Martin, Hopkins, Black, 
Parker, Coulter, Virden, Warrington, Waples, Wolfe, Hudson 
and Stephenson, to mention just a few. Two Revolutionary 
soldiers lie here - Thomas Coulter and Major William Peery. 
Many have brought their loved ones here because as, Dr. 
James Hopkins said, "Bury me at CoolspringJ for there the 
sun Slhines brighter and the birds sing sweeter.!' 

Space limits coverage in detail of many who were dis
tinguished and worthy of special note. However, one, Major 
William Peery, was recognized as a man of ability and patriot
ism. He was appointed Justice of the Peace in 1783 by Gov
ernor Van Dyke, four times elected a member of the State 
House of Representatives, served as Treasurer of Sussex 
County and was twice elected to Congress. During the Revolu
tion he raised, equipped an.d commanded a company of volun
teers for the defense of the town of Lewes and especially the 
pilots. He was •an attorney and was admitted to the bar at 
the October term 1775 in Sussex County. His first wife was 
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Mary Hood, daughter of James Hood, who died the same day 
as her neice, Nancy Hood, i.n 1787. The Reverend '.Matthew 
Wilson notes in his registry of funerals, "Dear loving relations 
in life, buried together in one grave. u Major Peery married 
secondly Marga:retta Wilson, daughter of the Reverend Mat
thew Wilson, who survived his death in 1800 and lived until 
1822. He lies beside his fil'St wife, Mary, in the Coolspring 
graveyard and his second wife, Margaretta, is buried in the 
Lewes cemetery with her father's family. 

In 1810, the churoh had a larger membership than either 
of· the other two churches and for many year$ was strong 
in numbers and in:filuence. By 1887, however, there were but 
forty members and they had no regular pastor. They are 
now served by the pastor at Georgetown, Delaware. 

Indian River Presbyterian Church 

The Reverend John Harris is credited with the organiza
tion of t!he first congregation ibere in 1730. He was a spirited 
and independent leader and is said to have preached with a 
gun in the pulpit. For a while he served the church at Indian 
River at the same time that .Matthew Wilson officiated at 
Lewes and Coolspring. The congregation refllsed to call Wil
son because of their feeling about the New and Old Light 
doctrine. They were of the new side, while the other two 
were of the old -side persuasion. Because the mern hers were 
unable to support him, Reverend Harris obtained a regular 
dismission from his pastoral duties there in 1759. Wilson, no 
doubt, made several a;bortive attempts to unite the three 
churches, but it was not until 1767 that Indian River wasi so 
reconcilled as to supplicate the I ,ewes Pres,bytery for a third 
pa:rt of his time as Stated Supply. They were finally united 
in the call under the ministry of the Reverend Francis Hind
man in 1791. 

'l'he first church was situated one and one half miles 
from Millsboro on the Frame farm overlooking Cow Bridge 
Branch of Indian River in a gro\Te of trees set aside for this 
purpose. It was of humble construction and located on one 
acre of land "being part of the land upon which the meeting 
house now stands" whfoh Levi CoHins sold to John Aydelott 
and Thomas Harvey, Senior for one pound, seven shillings on 
February 4, 1776." Later it was replaced by a· better frame 
structure which was well finished, the interior being of heart 
of pine, with good panel work and the erterior was covered 
with cypres_s shingles. The church was repaired in 1838 for 
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the last time and was practically abandoned after 1866. In 
1887 the frame of 1lhe building was still standing, but most 
of the lumber entering into its construction had been carried 
away by vandals and the cemetery was no longer used. 

At the end of a long line of chicken houses on the Revell 
farm is a:l:l that •remains of the burying ground. Four vinca
covered flat stones mark the graves of Colonel Simon Rollock, 
his second wife Jane, his grandson, Dr. Simon Kollock Wilson, 
and his second wife Louisa White. These lie within a brick 
enclo$Ure, and the inscriptions are as clear as th~ day they 
were cut. A few feet away, outside the enclosure, is the 
headstone of one Hugh Morrison. I could learn little of him 
other than he had come from New Castle County, had two 
sons and a wife with the delightful name of Angebird. As 
for Colonel Kollock-his name is sprinkled through the records 
of Colontal jhistory, and as ruling elder of the church, he 
watched over it for more than forty years. He served his 
country with dignity in the Judicial, Legislative and Military 
departments and was a friend to liberty. Hls second wife, 
Jane Hall, sister of Governor David Hall, had been twice 
widowed before her marriage to him. Hers was the first 
grave in the Rollock •burying ground when she died in 1804, 
aged 59. After her death, Colonel Rollock ma med for a third 
time Miss Margaret Houston of Concord. Dr. Simon K. Wil
son. who also is interred here, was the son of Colonel Kol
lock1s daughter Mary Neill Kollock Wilson and the ill-fated 
Doctor Theodore Wilson, Son of the Revere.nd Matthew 
'Wilson. 

Upon inquiry I learn~d that, when c-huroh property is 
involved in a real estate transaction, it is excepted from 
ownership according to the law and reverts to the Presbyery. 
Thus thls hallowed spot belongs to the New Castle Presbytery 
today. Considering the deplorable condition of this last rest
ing place of such prominent and devout Presbyterians it would 
seem a worthy and reverent project for it to clean up and 
restore it to some semblance of its original condition. 
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Ministers 

In 1691, a London missionary, Samuel Lewes, visited in 
Lewes and could have formed a congregation. It has been 
defini;tely established that one existed when the famous 
Reverend George Keith visited the Reverend Samuel Davis 
here in 1692. Francis Hindman states in his brief history of 
the church in the old session book that uThe first Presbyterian 
clergyman who made any considerable residence in the county 
was a certain Mr. Black." According to the records of the 
Greenwioh Presbyterian Ohurch in Greenwich, New Jersey, 
their first minister, Mr. Black, left there for Lewes where he 
served for ten years, 1707 t,o 1717. He is thought to have 
come from Dumfries, Scotland. There was an Anglican priest 
by the name of William Black residing in the community at 
that time. It is possible he may have assisted in providing 
services for all and sundry. Though little is known of his 
origins it is certain he was here in 1708. He appears to have 
been a Scot, as most of the early ministers were, and was 
recommended to the Venerable Society by the Bishop of 
Edinburgh and by the Lords of the College of Glasgow. He 
made •a hasty flight into Maryland when the French and 
pirates invaded and plundered the town. In a letter to his 
superiors in London he attempted to justify his action and 
spoke also of the inability of the Lewestowners to maintain 
his ·stipened and may have served the Presbyterians as he 
admits to having been "forced to connive at many of their 
irregular actions. . . " 

Four men went out from the Lewes church to become 
candidates for the ministry of the gospel under the aus•pices 
of the Presbyteri•an church. They were Henry Rodney Hall, 
George Lewis Wolfe, Joshua Hall Mcllvaine and Hugh Kenyon 
Leishman. 

S~ven ministers . who have either served pastorates otr 
gone forth into the ministry from the church are buried with 
their wives in the adjoining churchyard. They are as follows: 
Matthew Wilson, D.D., Cornelius Mustard, George Lewis 
Wolfe, Julius A. Herold, D.D., Henry Rodney Hall, D.D., Wil
liam Leishman, D.D., and Joshua Mcllvaine, D. D. 

Reverend Samuel Davis 
1697 - 1706 

He came from Ireland, shortly after the great Francis 
Makemie and was known as "one of Makemie's young men"; 
and, like Makemie, was more of an Evangelist than a pastor. 
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He was also a chirurgeon or doctor and served the Snow Hill 
and Buckingham churches from 1696 to 1698. He removed 
to Lewes in 1692, mad~ several land purchases there and 
seems to ihave conducted a business of some kind. He preached 
at Lewes .when ''time and the posture of his affairs per
mitted." He was one of seven men who composed the fir.sit 
Presbytery formed by Francis :Makemie in 1706, and later 
served as its third moderator. His name is inscribed on a tablet 
at the First Presbyterian Church at Philadelphia, along with 
fellow members. The first mention of him found in early 
records is in the will of a Presbyterian merchant, John Gal
braith, dated 1691, in whic'h, as pastor of the Snow Hill and 
Buckingham chUI·ches, he was bequeathed a supply of pork, 
which was recognized ·as legal tender in those days. He was 
granted a patent for Jiand in Somerset in September, 1684, 
and also it is recorded in the Somerset records that "Mr. 
Samuel Davis, Minister," officiated February 26, 1684 at the 
marriage of John Broughton and Elizabeth Bradshaw. 
His first wife was MaTy Simpson, either the widow o.r daugh
ter of Robert Simpson, by whom he had three children; Sam
uel, Jr., also a doctor, who married Naomi Heather Taylor; 
Catherine, married to John Donelson; and Mary, married to 
Phillip Russell, a Lewes ·attorney. He married secondly, 
Elizabeth Whittington, fifth wife and widow of Colonel Whitt
ington of Maryland, and -it is presumed they had no issue. 
In 1718, when tJhe Reverend John Hampton was obliged to 
resign his charge because of poor health, Davis returned to 
Snow Hill and resumed his pastoral duties there. He resided 
on a plantation called "Grove", between Berlin and Snow Hill 
where he quietly spent the remaining years of his life until 
his death in 1725. 

Reverend John Thompson 
1717 - 1729 

In April of 1717 Reverend Thompson, who had come as 
a probationer from Ireland in 1715, was ordained and in.stalled 
at Lewes where 1he remained until 1729. It was for him the 
Brick church was built. He was a scholar, publishing at Wil
liamsburg in 1759 an "Explication of the Shorter Catechism", 
and a "Government of the Church of Christ". He moved to 
Virginia later in life and then to Centre, North Carolina where 
he died in 1753. T-he yea1· before he left Lewes, 1728, he 
delivered a stirring address to Synod, pleading the adoption 
of the Westminister Standards. In 1729, due gTeatly to his 
efforts, Syno4 passed the "adopting act", requiring it from 
all ministers. With certain inte:rpretative amendments this is 
still the law of the church. 
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Reverend JQsias Martin 
1734 ~ 1743· 

He, along with his brother James and another brother 
whose name is unknown, a lad, James J. Martin, supposed to 
be his son, and a cousin, also named Josias, fled from Scotland 
to Ireland because of religious .persecution. Finding themselves 
victims of civil oppression there, they decided to emigrate to 
America and settled near Cool Spring, Delaware. The family 
was later joined by a sister who became Mrs. Jonathan Ste
phenson, who moved to Ohio where all trace of her was lost. 
He organized the Coolsprin~ c.ongrr.1£ation and served as its 
pastor as well as pastor of the Brick church in Lewes. He 
seems to have been a widower and died circa 1743. In accord
ance with the custom of the dav. he w:as buried beneath the 
pulpit of the Brick church .. He helped to arran~e for the visit 
of the Evant?"elist George Whitefield to Lewes where he sooke 
on October 31. 1739 "to-a serious and attentive Congregation". 
Whitefield visited Lewes a~ain twice the next year and spoke 
to a large and enthusiastic crowd., . : 

Reverend liector Alison 
1743 - 1756 

He was ordainC:!d by New Castle fresbvtery in i 7 46, 
probably at White Clay. He was ·settled at Drawyers from 
1753 to 1758. A curious instance occurs in the records of 
Synod, in 1750, in the ommission of the name of a youn<?" man 
havin~ hastilv promi,red marria~e. T.hP. Jadv wa.c; wilUne- to 
release him; but she had a scrunle wliether it was lawful for 
her to do so. The Synod decided it wac; lawful. ,anrl called up 
the young- man, and directed the Reverend .John Thomson to 
rebuke him in the presence of the Synod. "it bein~ necessary 
to show our detestation of such. rash proceeding-s in young 
people.'~ He submitted·; and Cathcart and Thomson were 
directed to g-o with him to the voune- woman to endeavor to 
issue the a.ffair. They reported that they went to White Clay 
about Alison's affair, and that the parties subsequentlv made 
a mutual release. In 1750. he was sent for ei~ht Sabbaths to 
We.~tern Virginia. In 1753, he asked for a dissolntion of his 
pastoral relations. The Presbytery referred it to Synod and 
a commission was appointed to meet at New London on the 
first Tuesd,ay of August. They determined the affair. and 
be probably removed to Drawyers. In 1760, he was allowed 
to go as chaplain to the Pennsylvania forces; and. in answer 
to a very pressinR' application made to Synod in May of that 
year by the English Presbyterian gentlemen in Albany, he 
was directed to supply them until July. He joined New Castle 
Presbytery after the union in 1761, and was released in a 
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little time from his charge at Appoquinimy. An application 
was made from Baltimore town on his behalf, a commission 
was sent there in November who judged that the proposals 
were so unsatisfactory that it was inexpedient to suffer such 
a .. call to be placed in his /hands. He was dismissed from the 
Presbytery in December 1761, probably with a view to join
ing South Carolina Presbytery, and settled at Williamsburg, 
South Carolina. 

On his removal or death, the congregations were an
noyed and divided by Samuel Kennedy, from Dromore Presby
tery, who liad given no smaJI trouble to Synod; and, although 
disowned by them, he went south with letters of recommenda
tion from the Second Philadelphia Presbytery. 

. All of the ministers of the United Congregations have 
been characterized by exceptional qualities of personal in
tegrity, education ,and dedication to their charges. The love 
and · respect witJh which they were held by their parishioners 
is ·e,v:idenced by the scores of children who bear their names. 
Life, at best, was rugged and difficult in the early eighteenth 
century in Sussex County. Surrounded by dense forests, the 
farms were 1-arge, the houses wide apart. and the people iso• 
lated from each other and the outside world. The minister's 
stip€nds were woefully inadequate; often could not be met 
and .their cares, and frustrations . were manifold. Each of 
these good men has this own claim to fame, but again space 
limits coverage in greitt detail. . .. 

Reverend 1\-fatthew Wilson, D.D. 
1756 - 1790. 

He stands· out as being a man· of impressive stature, not 
only in his own generation but would be so considered in the 
twentieth. He was a truly great man: a scholar, teacher, 
author, a graduate of both medicine and divinity who had 
also a very great knowledge of law. Born to Irish immigrant 
parents, James and Jean Wtlson, on January 15, 1731 in 
Chester County, East Nottingham Township, New London, 
Pem1sylvania, he came to Lewes as a young man. His first 
wife was Hester Gray, widow of Samuel, and they had two 
children, Matthew and Elizabeth, both of whom died in in
fancy. He married secondly, Elizabeth Craghead from Mary
l,and1 daughter of a Presbyterian minister, Thomas Craghead 
and his wife Margaret. By this marriage there were five 
children: James Patriot, Theodore, Mary, Nancy and :Mar.;. 
guet. The daughters became wiv.es of Revolutionary officers: 
Mary married Captain Peter Marsh and had. a large family, 
m-any" of ·whose descendants live in Sussex County today; 
Margaret became the. second wife. of Major William Peery 



and they had no. children. Nancy was first married to a 
Mac~ey rand the_n to Thomas M~s~. Theodore, a pr.acticing 
phys1c1an1 marn.ed the daughter of Colonel Simon Kollock, 
Mary Neill Kollock, and they had three sons - James, Matthew 
and Simon Kollock, who were baptized at Coolspring in 1800. 
Their father, Theodore, was "shot and murdered by James 
Wylie, 1and innkeeper, December 15, 1799." His widow, Mary, 
became t'1e wife of Dr. Mark Greer in 1802 and they also had 
three sons. The Reverend Doctor Matthew Wilson received 
his license to preach from the New Castle Presbytery, was 
ordained at White Clay Creek October 17, 1755 and installed 
as pastor of the United Congregation of Lewes and Coolspring 
in August 1767. Another charge, Indian River, was added 
to his care in August 1767, which he serv~ as Stated Supply. 
-A ·fervent patriot, he w-~re the words "Liberty" written on 
his cocked hat. ·Some Delawareans, especiailly in Tory-infested 
Sussex County, thought uhe carried his public activity in the 
Great Whig cause rather further than became a minister of 
the Gospel." It is interesting to note that he was not alone 
in ·espousing the Amerfoan cause, as records show there• was 
not one "Tory" Presbyterian minister in the whole state during 
the Revolution. Presbyterians were so predominately zealous 
in the colonies in their advocacy of American independence 
that King George is said to_ have refeITed to the Revolution 
as "being a Presbyterian. rebellion''. 

About the time of the passage of the Boston Port Bill, 
his first son was born. 'Dhis bill greatly aroused the ire and 
disfavor of the colonists and was the main factor in uniting 
them against the English government. It was this feeling of 
antagonism that led the Reverend Wilson to call his boy 
James Patriot. 

The Reve~ Dr. Wilson was one of the charter members 
of the Delaware Medical Society and served as medical surgeon 
during the Revolutionary War. He was particularly interested 
in the so-called "winter fevers" which sometimes reached 
epidemic proportions in lpwer Delaware. Among his writings 
in that field was "The Origin, Nature and Cure of Malarial 
Fevers". In 1786, the University of Pennsylvania conferred 
upon him Doctor of Divinity. Fifty years before Delaware 
College was founded. he suggested that an institution of 
higher learning be established at Newark and laid forth prin
ciple$ of learning to be followed there. At one time he ex
pressed the hope that Congress would "take into their wise 
con·sideration the renaming the country in honor of Columbus." 
He w:as a prolific reader, correspondent and author. He had 
an excellent library, even for those times and in bis will 
designaited its distribution. He died March 30. 1790, in his 
sixtieth year, and rests be-tween his two wives in the Lewes 
burying ground. 
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Reverend-Francis Hindman 
1791 - 1795. - . 

He was licensed June· 24, 1789, accepted Jhe call from 
the United churches June. 21, 1791 a;nd was ordained and 
installed at the same time at Coolspring October 27, 1791. 
He conducted one of the first and best classical schools in 
Lewes, if not the whole coun4'y. It· was the forerunner of 
the Lewes Academy. He wrote the· "Brief History of_ the 
Church's" in the old session book from whi~h most of its 
early his,tory is authenticated. Dming ~ stay in Lewes, a 
daughter, Mary Sharpe, was . baptized by the prominent 
Reverend J-acO'b Kerr from M~ryland in 1795. Evidently spirit
ual fervor was at a low ebb during his stay as he commented 
as clerk of the Lewes Presbytery, "as to the state of religioµ 
in the Presbyterian Church of Lewes, the Presbytery would 
obse,rve that it does not appear to be a time oi much divine 
influence and they apprehend that the most promising ex
pedients for effecting a revival of religion are ' to preach 
warmly, live exempl:arily and pray fervently." Hindman re
mained three years and six· months ,and was dismissed to a 
Pennsylvania church. • 

Reverend John Burton 
1795 - 1803 

He was a licentiate from Scotland under the care of the 
New Castle Presbytery. He came to Lewes from the Presby
terian Church at St. Georges, Delaware, where he had served 
eight years without being installed. He commenced his minis
try on December 10, 1795, but there is no record of his in
staUation here. He remained at Lewes for eight years, and 
he and his wife, Lydia, had several children during that period. 
Leaving Lewes, he served as supply for several Delaware 
churches. He died in 1825, and he is buried at St. Georges 
Delaware. He was an excellent theologian and ling·uist, 
wru; fllallk and .outspoken and noted for his eccentri
cities. When the Reverend Mr. Burton advertised a little 
farm for sale, and a certain party wanted to buy it, he told 
them, "It was a wet, sorry soil, and they would starve on 
it." He was so absent-minded he often drove home other 
people's conveyances, so that his parishioners had to see him 
safely away from the church after the services. 

Revereml James Patriot Wilson 
1804 - 1805 

He was the elder son of Reverend Matthew Wilson an.d 
was installed as minister in December 1804. He had been a 
lawyer for ten years and was the Surveyor Gener-al for the 
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State of Delaware. It is told that he attempted to retaliate 
for his brother Theodore's death by shooting his murderer and 
the gun failed to discharge. Feeling that this was an "Act 
of God," and, in humble contrition, he gave up the practice of 
law and entered into the ministry. His first wife, Miss Betty 
Woods, died three years after their marriage in 1792. She 
is buried in the Lewes cemetery with other members of his 
family. By his second "W!ife, Mary Hall, he had seveml chil
dren, one of whom, James Patriot, was president of Delaware 
College from 184 7 to 1850 and later became president of Union 
Theological Seminary. In 1806 he went to the First Presby
terian Chur~h at Philadelphia where he remained for forty 
years, being recognized as one of the ablest Presbyterian 
theologians of bis d1ay. He published many works: sermons, 
grammers in Hebrew, his famous "scribblings", and tracts on 
theology. He is said to have been a bit eccentric, a tali lanky 
individual and of sterling worth as a minister. He became 
so frail that he had to preach from a chair. Born on February 
22, 1769, he died December 9, 1830 and is buried at Nesh
aminy, Pennsylvania, near the grave of William Tennant, 
founder of Princeton Log College. 

Revt..rend Joseph Copes 
1807 - l.822 

At the age of 26 he became an elder in the Broad Creek 
Bresbyterian Ohurch near his birthplace. He studied the 
ministry under Jam-es Patriot Wilson and, when Wilson went 
to Philadelphia in 1806, he became the pastor of Lewes, Cool
spring and Indian River churches. He married Jenny Wilkins 
White and h~d six children. He was a good preaciher and 
was especially interested in the youth to whom he taught a 
catechism class eveiry Sunday morning in the church building. 
Wihile officiating at the funeral of J1ames Dutton, an elder 
of the church, oo a cold raw day on March 22, he caught a 
chill and flux and lingered until April 6, 1822, when lhe passed 
away. He is buried in the Coolspring churchyard along with 
his wife. Until. a few years ago the 1holly tree, to which he 
tethered hi.s horses, was · still standing. There are many ' 
amusing tales told of the relations of this (old side) minister 
with his people and he became involved in some heated dis
putes with them. During the War of 1812, the people were 
in a great state of excitement and many wished to flee. Tho
mas Rowland said to -his wife, "Put your trust in God, bury 
the tool-chest in the garden and set your face to Copes". The 
Copes :farm was about seven miles from Lewes and quite 
beyond the range of the guns. Another time he was obliged 
to hold the Lewes sacrament of the Lord's Supper at Cool
spring as "the military was there". His son, Joseph Copes, 
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became a famous doctor, a vice-president of the Mississippi 
State Medical· SoGiety_, Pre~dent of the New Orleans school 
board, and administrator of the University of Louisiw:J.a. 

Reverend Benjamin Ogden 
1823 ~ 1826 

Born in Fairfield, New Jersey, he was graduated from 
Princeton College and became a tutor there. In June 1822, 
he was ordained at Bensalem, Pennsylvania. After a year 
there, he came to Lewes and stayed three years, dying later 
in life at Valparaiso, Indiana, in 1853. 

Reverend John Mitehelmore 
1827 ~ 1834 

This young man oame to Lewe~ in 1825 as a missionary, 
having been born near Dartmouth, England in 1793. He was 
a graduate of Princeton Seminary. Drowned in the Delaware 
river when the steamboat William Penn blew up on March 4, 
1834, he is buried in the cemetery of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Philadelphia. A cenotaph and portrait on the wall 
of the Lewes church vestibule commemorates him. His widow, 
Mary, is buried in the Lewes graveyard. During his pastorate 
there was a dearth of ministers in the county, and it would 
appear his energies and services were greatly imposed upon. 
In a report to the Presbytery, the comment was made that 
he was "a good man who is extensively useful but his services 
cannot suffice for a whole county." The present church was 
built during his ministry. 

Reverend Abraham De\Vitt 
1834 - 1838 

He was the son of Abraham and Catharine ( Shipman) 
DeWitt and was born in Greenwich, N. J., December 2, 1798. 
He studied at Easton, Pennsylavnia and Bloomfield, New 
Jersey and taught for a time. He entered Princeton Seminary 
in 1829 and took the full course. He was licensed by the 
Presbytery of Newark and ordained by the same Presbytery, 
October 6, 1831. After serving churches in Pennsylvania and 
New York, he came to Lewes in 1834, where he remained four 
years before returning to Princeton to teach. He resumed 
his pastoral duties •at Rock Church, Cecil County, Maryland. 
He died at the home of his son, Fair Hill, Maryland on October 
2, 1887, in the 89th year of his age. He married at Princeton 
:Miss Anna Terhune on September 27; 1832 and they had two 
children, a son and a daughter. 
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Reverend Cornelius Mustard 
1839 - 1851, 1852 - 1856 

This minister served twice at Lewes, 1839 - 1851, 1852 -
1856. A man named Andrew Thomas supplied th~ interim. 
Cornelius Hopkins Mustal'.q was b,orn -near- ;Joppa Church at 
Cool Spring, Delaware, in 18()4, the son of David and Lydia 
Hopkins Mustard. His father was an elder in the church and 
one of its most faithful and useful officers. Reverend Mustard 
married Miss Margaret H. West on May 13, 1834, and they 
had f cur children, two of whpm reache4 maturity, Doctor 
David Lewis Mustard and Robert Mustard. His wife died at 
the age of 28, a few days after her infant son, Irving Spence 
Mustard. At a meeting of the Snow Hill. Presbytery, April 
28, 1820, young C(?rnelius Mµstard appeared before the 
Presbytery "expressing •a desire to be under their care 'With 
a view to preparing fo!' the gospel ministry." He was or
dained by the Presbytery of Lewes ~d served at some time 
or other almost every Sussex Presbyterian church: Lewes 
Coolspring, India.11 River, Laurel, ,Blackwater and Milford in 
Kent County. He died jn 1870 and is interred in the Lewes 
cemetery with his wife ,and many of his ancestors and de
cendants. He 'IA-'13.S a much beloved man and the progenitor of 
a family who have consistently thro.ug,h the years served the 
church as trustees, elders, Sunday ~chool teachers and dedi
cated and generous memb'ers of the Presbyterian congregation. 
A cenotaph testifying to the atiection .and esteem felt for 
this grand old pastor hangs on the wall of the Coolspring 
church. He was a tru~tee of Delaware College, a-s were his 
son and grandson'. • 

Reverend William C. Handy 
1857 - 1859 

Born on August 10, 1835 in. N:orthhampton County, Vir
ginia, he was graduated from Theological Seminary at Dan
ville, Kentucky ~d Princeton Seminary. Lice11sed by the 
Pr,esbyt~ry of ~timore in 1857, his first pastoral charge 
was Lewes. He married Marie, daughter of his theological 
professor, the Rev. Robert J. Breckinbridge of Kentucky. He 
was the father of eight children, six sons and two daughters. 
Because ~wes was allied with Ne\v Castle Presbytery, he 
came fixst as. an Evangelist~ • He had a most charming per
sonality and a fruit,ful career and died December 10, • 1901. 
In 1904, three years ,after hjs death, his so~ L. Irving Handy, 
-attorney, congressman, teacher. and orator, spoke at the in
. vitation of our Usher's Association at a lecture benefiting the 
organ fund. L. Irving Ha,ndy's daughter is Delaware's be-
loved pediatrician, Dr. Ma.rgaret I. Handy. She. practices 
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Seminary in Kentucky and Princeton Seminary. Supplying 
the Lewes pulpit, he stirred up a controversy and Presbytery 
bad to intervene. He died in Carthage, North Carolina in 
1S96 and is buried in the Lewes cemetery. 

Reverend Daniel Tenney 
(supply). 

He accepted the call of the United Congregation but had 
to leave after two months, without being install~, because 
of poor health. 

Reverend William W. Reese 
1877 - 1881 

He came to Lewes after serving churches in Maryland 
and Virginia. His \\-ife, Nettie, died in 1879 and is buried in 
the Lewes churchyard. After leaving heTe, he served several 
churches in Maryland and died in Wilmington, Delaware in 
1891. 

Reverend Austin C. Heaton, D. D .. 
1881 - 1887 

He was born at Thetford, Vermont. After graduating 
from Dartmouth College, where .he attaine:d Phi Beta Kappa, 
he took the full course at Princeton Seminary and was grad
uated. He was ordained b tyhe New Brunswick Presbytery 
and came to Lewes from Princess Anne, Maryliand where he 
had been past-Or of the lfanohin Presbyterian Church. A 
claughter, Sallie Stuart, was born to him and bis Wife Ariana 
in 1879. He was a very popular and successful minister in 
M'3.I'Yland, and many sought his. counsel. He took Lewes after 
it had fallen into problems, and Nevin reports in 1884: "There 
his labors have been abundant and successful, and that church. 
formerly distracted and weakened, has now become very much 
enlarged and is in a most prosperous condition." When Dr. 
Heaton died, a prominent notice appeared in the Presbyte1ian, 
the forerunner of Presbyterian Life. For a time he had been 
pastor at old Reihoboth Presbyterian Church, and their history 
speaks of 1his outstanding preaching. He and his family are 
buried in the gra veyar.d of Mano kin Presbyterian Church, 
Princess Anne, Maryland. 

Reverend Da,id Hull La.verty, D. D. 
1888 - 1893 

He wias the son of James Hill and Maria (Willeman) 
Laverty and was born at Clearfield, Pennsylvania, June 20, 

25= 



1833. He studied at Grove A·cademy in Ohio and under his 
brother, the Reverend W. W. Laverty and also at the Buffalo 
Academy and was graduated from Washington College in 1860. 
The first two years of his theological course .were spent in 
the Western Theological Seminary, and he took the last year 
at Princeton Semina.ry. He se_rved in several churches before 
coming to Lewes and went from here to Cold Spring Presby• 
terian Church, Cape May, New· Jersey. He died in 1909 in 
Philadelph~a of heart trouble, .eight days after completing his 
76th birthday and is buried in the Cold Spring Cemetery, Cape 
May County, New Jersey. He received a doctorate at New 
Windsor, Maryland in 1890. He was married October 27, 
1864 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to Miss ~ate E. Smith. 

Reverend Lewis Cathell Wainwright 
1893 - l.903 

He was born in Princess Anne, Maryl.and. After grad• 
uating from Princeton Seminary he· served in Wyoming and 
Pennsylvania and came to Lewes from Butte, Montana. From 
here he went to Greenwich Presbyterian Church in Cumber-
land County, New Jersey. • 

Frank E. Williams 
1903 - 1906 

He and his wife, Mary Wallace ,vilUams, came to Lewes 
Presbyterian Church in answer to a caJl from the church 
which had been without a pastor for several .niontbs He had 
been living on. his fa.rm near Elkton where be had retired be
cause of ill health. Previous to ·that he had been the pastor 
of the Boundary Avenue Presbyterian Church in Baltimore, 
Maryland, for ten years. 

Reverend_ Julius Adolphus Herold, D. D. 
1907 - 1914 

He was the son of Julius August Theodore and Julia 
(Reichel) Herold, and was born March 27, 1861., in Berlin, 
Germany. He studied under his father and special tutors 
and at Calvin College in Ohio. He completed his course at 
Franklin and Marshall College, from which -he was graduated 
in 1882. Entering the Seminary at Princeton i11 the fall of 
the same year he took the full course and was graduated in 
1885. Licensed the sa.m~ year by •the Presbvtery of War
minster, h.e was ordained by the Presbytery of Mahoning on 
April 27, 1886. He came to Lewes from Logan Memorial 
Church in .Audubon, New Jersey and stayed seven years 



when he resigned to accept the call of the Wicomico Presby
teri-a.n Church in Salisbufy, _Maryla~_d. He died at Ocean City, 
Maryland of Bright's disease in the fifty-sixth year of his 
age and is buried in the graveyard at Lewes. He was twice 
married (1) October 1, 1890 in Philadelphia to Adelaide Read 
Huston, who died in 1909 and is also buried in the graveyard 
•at Lewes; (2) June 22, 1911 in Lewes, Delaware to Miss 
Elizabeth Grey Long, daughter of Henry Long. After his 
death the second Mrs. Herold conducted a very select private 
school in Salisbury for many years. She died in 1955 and is 
buried in the Lewes cemetery. The Reverend Mr. Herold had 
three children by his first marriage, two sons and one daugh
ter. 

Reverend Fred A. Kulbnar 
191.5 • 1919 

He W3$ born at Jamesburg, New Jersey on February 28, 
1886. Eduo3.ted at Rutgers Univer.sity, with the Baohelor of 
Arts and Master of Arts degrees and at Prince-ton Theological 
Seminary with the Bachelor of Divinity degree. He was or• 
da.ined December :1.0, 1910, in the same service in which he 
was installed pastor ot the Presbyterian ChUI'ch of Church
ville, Maryland. He was married to lfiss Mabel Durh,am of 
Bel Air, Maryland July 14, 1915. She was a. graduate of 
Western Maryland College, "s-wnma cum laude," class of 1914. 
Mr. Kullmar's pastorate in Lewes was during VVorld War 11 

and our church went all out in service to the men in uniform 
stationed here. Mr. Kullmar was pastor of the Bethel Presby
terian Church, Jarrettsville, Maryland, 1919 - 1926. In the 
churchyard of the Bethel church are buried Mrs. Kullmar, 
who died June 17, 1961, Fred A Kullmar, Jr., killed in battle 
in Germany in 1944 and .Colonel Malcolm Kullmar, awarded 
the Bronze Star, the Silver Star, and the Croi~. de Guerre, 
who died in 1963. Mr. Kullmar was pastor of the Warner 
Memorial Presbyterian Church in Kensington, Maryland, 1926-
1937. He was honored as serving Vice Moderator one year 
and as Moderator one year of the Presbytery of Washington 
City. Mr. Kull.mar was pastor of the First United Presby
terian Church of Lake Worth, Florida, 1937 - 1960, retiring, 
December 31, 1960, after fifty years in the active pasto~ate. 
He has served as Moderator of the Pres,bytery of Southeast 
Florida ,and as Moderator of Synod of Florida. He has travel
ed extensively in our own country and in Europe, the Holy 
Land and the Near East. He has a daughter, Dorothy, a 
son, Kenneth and five grandchildren. He lives in his home 
at Lake Worth, Florida. 
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Reverend lsaia.h Mench Chambers, D. D. 
1920 - l.922 

He was born ,at Mifflinburg, Pennsylvania, May 22, 1865. 
Educated at Lafayette College and Union Theological Semin
ary, he was ordained by the Presbytery of West Jersey. 
Lewes was his second C'harge; he came here from Merchant
ville, New Jersey and left after two yea.rs. He received his 
Doctor of Divinity from Lafayette College in 1912. He was 
a poet of exceptional merit and published a volume• of his 
works. 

Reverend William Leishman, D. D. 
1923 -1958 

He served the longest pastorate of any minister of the 
Lewes Church exceeding that of the Reverend Dr. Matthew 
Wilson by one year. Born in Edinburgh, Scotland on Decem
ber 13, 1884, he was the son of Robert and Jane (Hw'd) , 
Leishman. His prelimmary education was gained in Scotland. 
Emigrating to this country in 1905, he celebrated his twenty
first birthday while travelling on a vessel that took one 
month of a stormy passage to reach the· United States. He 
attended the Christian and ::Missionary Alliance Institute at 
Nyack, New York •and wa:S graduated with a Bachelor of 
Divinity degree from Princeton Seminary. He was ordained 
by the Presbytery of Monmouth, April 13, 1915. His first 
charge was at Stewartstown, Pennsy!vania and he came to 
Lewes from Eastlake Presbyterian Church in Wilmington1 

Delaware. During his term of study at Princeton, he served 
two Presbyterian Churches, one ·at Plainsboro, New Jersey 
and another at Bustleton, New Jersey. Washington College, 
Tennessee, conferred upon him a Doctorate of Divinity in 
1935. He married Ruth Estelle Herrman in West Pittstown, 
Pennsylvania in September 1907, and they became the parents 
of five children, three of whom are living. His son, Hugh 
Kenyon Leishman, is also a Presbyterian minister. In 1926, 
the congregation sent Dr. Leishman to Scotland to visit bis 
mothe,r whom he had not seen since leaving that country as 
a youth. He married twice again: (1) Mrs. Blanche Fulton 
Strawbridge, who died in 1956 and (2) Mrs. Nell Kilgore 
Posey of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, who survives hinl. In 1935 
?-e became. (?lerk o~ ~ew Castle Presbytery and was acti_ve 
m that position until his death on July 16, 1958. A memonal 
service, attended by the congregation and members of the 
der-gy, was held on Satur.day, July 19, 1958. He is buried in 
the L,ewes Presbyterian churchyard with his first wife and 
a son, James, who died in early manhood. 
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R~ye~iJ.4 _ J~e.s .~len _,Mays 
1958 - 1965 

. ' 

. He was born ·septeffl.;ber 25, 1933.'in Green County, Green
ville, Tennessee, the son of J aines Allen and Willie Gladys 
Mays. After graduating from Maryville College ( cwn laude) 
he received his Bachelor of Divinity at Princeton Theological 
Seminary. He served one .year as Minister to youth at War
minster Presbyterian Church, Warminister, Pennsylvania be
fore coming to Lewes. After seven years at Lewes Church 
he was dismissed to serve as Development, Organizing Pastor 
of the Seaford Presbyterian Church. He resides in Seaford 
with his -wife, Bettye Jo, and their two sons and one daughter. 

Reverend John Burt.on Shaw 
-· 1965 -

He is the son of Reverend ,and Mrs. S. Benjamin Shaw 
and was born in York County, Pennsylvania April 21, 1930. 
He wa-s graduated from Pennsylvania State College in 1951 
and from Princeton Theological Seminary in 1956 and was 
ordained by the Presbytery of Donegal. He served Presby" 
terian churches at New Gretna, New Jersey and Greenwich 
(Cumberland County), New Jersey before he and his• wife, 
Gladys Hansen, came to Lewes with their two young sons to 
become our present minister. 
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The Old Session Book • . . 
. . 

. One of the most valued possessions. of the Presbyterian 
Ohurch is the "Session or Record Book of the Affairs of the 
United Congregation of Lew~s Towri and Cool Spring in tJ;ie 
County of Suss~x in the ·Delawar~ Government". 

It was begun in 1756 by the Reverend Matthew Wilso·n 
'!in obedience to an act of Synod· of Philadelphia, enjoining 
every congregation to keep exact registry of baptisms, mar
riages and fu,.nerals~'. He conscientiously performed this 
Synod injunction throughout the entire thirty-four years of 
his ministry. The first mar.riage he entered in the book was 
that of Captain John Shankland to Sally Marsh, daughter of 
Peter -and Agnes, February . 28, ;1. 768. On February 28, 1769, 
he officiated at the funeral services of Naami Waranton who 
had had six husbands. Hundre:ds of dates 81I'e recorded in 
his srr.ia.hl, crabbed hand. H~re ~nd there, a relationship, cause 
of death, identity of an important p~rsons or event is em
phasized in 1·ea ink, for which he ilad a penchant When one 
considers that a penman two hundred years ago had to shave 
a goose quill fine enough to write and then mix his own ink, 
we realize the effort incurred in preserving for posterity these 
dates that would otherwise have been lost. The book was 
purcihased ,by Elizabeth Hall, wife of Capt.ain David Hall, Sr., 
witlh funds she solicited from the members and 11resented to 
the session by her on May 9, 1758. It is 17 inches long, by 7 
inches wide, covered in rough, unglazed leather and cost one 
pound. Some years ago, all the loose leaves were gathered 
together, l!B.minated and the book rebound. Regrettwbly many 
of the pages are missing. Although this means a loss of 
records for a generation, it is still one of the best sources 
for such dates of any Delaware church, with the possible 
exception of those of Old Swede's Church in Wilmington. 

In the early 1700's, there was a great migration of 
Scotch and Irish Presbyterians to America fleeing persecu
tion by the English monarchy. In 1723 there were two hun
dl·ed Presbyterian families in Delaware with many settling 
in eastern Sussex County. '!'he church began with one Presby
tery in America called the Presbytery and organized at Phila
delphia in 1706. Later, in 1716, as the church grew in size, 
the Presbytery divided inte the Presbyteries of Philadelphia, 
Ne\.V Oastle, Long Isl-and and Snow Hill. When the New 
Castle Presbytery divided again, the Lewes Presbytery was 
born and continued until 1838, when it was disselved. Wher
ever Presbyterians went they took their Presbyterianism with 
them and were thoroughly disliked by Anglicans, Quakers 
and the Pennsylvania Dutch. Their session (church elders) 
performed the functions of moral courts in regions where they 
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were far more effective than a.ny civil ·courts could have been. 
During the pastorate of Joseph Copes, a "Ball or frolick was 
made in the house ·of· a man not lmown to the Session as a 
member of any branch of the Christian Church. At that time 
and place in 1809 some young people who had been solemnly 
devoted to God . and : carefully educated in this church were 
-present and engaged in the heathenish practice of dancing. 
They were consequently visited by a member of the Session 
with a view to their conivction1 but they appeared before the 
Session •and declared they would make no promise to refrain 
from the like p:raetice in the future. It was the1:ef ore resolved 
that a written memorial be published in the church concealing 
their names -and that the same be entered in the records of 
the Session ·with their names therein annexed." 

During Wilson's pastorate "common fame proclaimed 
greatly to the scandal of the Ohurch of Christ in th.is place 
that an elder behaved or conducted himself in an unc·hristian, 
unjust and inhuman manner toward a dead man found on the 
l;leach of ·Lewestown." The matter was duly examined an4 
the defen<3:ant signed a deposition before a corner's jury held 
over the said drowned m,an. He stated that he saw his son 
and his negro .sl~ve, Toni, find a drowned man on Lewestown 
beach from whom they took a purple doth coat with ye1low 
buttOO!S, a jacket, a pair of shoes, one shirt and silk handker
chief from about the neck of the man.. In the pocket of the 
coat there was a box of razors and two pocket handkercltiefs, 
one gold ring and one assignet of twenty-five livres, all of 
which have ·been since delivered up." The Session admonished 
and rebuked him, and the defendant willingly acknowledged 
his sin. Therefore he was restored to the full communion of 
the church and to his former standing as an Elder of the 
Session. 

Temperance was the subject of Presbyterial action. Ses
sions were advised "that they exercise much vigilance and 
fidelity in guarding 1fue ordinances of abptism and the Lord's 
supper from the approach of habitual and occasional drunk
ards. Many references may be found in the Session book re
garding those upon whom citations were serve.d who "walked 
in an unsteady fashion, were seen in an intoxicated condition 
or reputed to have indulged in the sinful use of alcohol." The 
Reverend William C. Handy in 1858 noted in his funeral regis
try the deatlh of one of bis congregation as "thrown from his 
sulkey at ·night while intoxicated and dragged for several 
miles home - dead when found - a frightful accident, full of 
fearful warning to the inebriate and a fearful responsibility 
to those who furnished him with the alcohol." ThUB the old 
session book makes for lively reading and a;bounds with in-
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stances of citations $erved on its members for all manner of 
irregular behavior such as drunkeness, bastardy trials, scan
dalous talk, theft, gaming, dancing, card playing and pleasur
ing on the Sabbath, to cite a few. The offenders were re:
quired to appear before the Session to present their defense 
and profess their penitance. If they failed to do so, or per
sisted in their misdemeanor, they were refused participation 
in a.ny of the church's solemnities and sometimes actually dis
missed from the congregation. In the days when church dis
cipline meant something, this procedure was taken very ser
iously indeed. PersGns resting under tempor-ary disqualifica
were summarily refused tokens and thus disbarred. Stern 
a·s these measures seem to us today, they were well within 
the jurisdiction of the session as it existed in that era. 

The token itself was a small leaden disc, not larger than 
a cent, and marked with some device referring to the, con
gregation which owned it. The distribution of the token at 
the close of Thursday•s services, and the "lifting" of them on 
the Sabbath, when the communicants were seated at the 
sacramental table, is a niinor ceremony that has 'fallen int.o 
disuse. They were greatly hono.red, even reverenced, and were 
looked upo11 by devout men and women, who had them in 
their keeping for ,a, day or two, as their pa.sport of entrance 
into the .very holy or holies of their r~igion. 



Historical ]Votes 

One of the most important occasions celebrated by the 
Lewes Church was the ''422's Stated meeting of New Castle 
Presbytery which was held in Lewes at the Lewes Presbyter
ian Church, Monday and Tuesday, October first and second, 
1928. The popular service held on the evening of the first 
day was of a historical character. The Lewes Ohurch at this 
time celebrated the 236th anniversary of its existence as an 
organization, the 200th anniversary of the building of the 
Brick church, demolished in 1871, the 96th anniversary of 
the present edlfice The pastor The Revenend Doctor 'William 
Leishman, presided. The Reverend Lewis S. Mudg1e, D. D., 
L. L . D., Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the Pres
·byterian Church in th€, United States of America, delivered 
the address. Other ministers taking part were the Reverends 
Charles H. Bohner, D. D., A. Boyle and Walter E. Smith, 
D. D., Moderator of the Presbytery: A reception followed in 
the Sunday Sohool Assembly room." 

Rehoboth Presbyterian Church was erected in 1855 a.s 
a chapel to be used as a preaching station. Those ;most in
strumental in building it wer.e Thomas Walker, Joseph Dodd, 
John Futcher and John Hood. The congregation was first 
supplied with preaching by the Reverend Daniel Tenney, and 
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Reverend W. W. Reese became the first pastor. At a meet
ing of the Session in 1876, application for certificates of 
membership were accepted and letters of dismissal granted 
to approx,imately seventy-five members of the Lewes Church 
.to join the church at Midway. 

The Women's Foreign Missionary Society was formed 
in 1889 wi-th the wife of the pastor, Mrs. David Laverty, 
elected M its first president. Reorganized in 1901 with 35 
members it was renamed "The Ladies Foreign Missionary 
Society.'' 

A permanent Usher's Association was started February 
8, 1904, consisting of all male members, and the dues were 
fifty cents per annum. They met quaxterly. and in addition 
to their duties as ushers, some sociability was enjoyed. It 
was the closest thlng to a man's organrization the c1hurch had 
had up to this time. 

A ladies Aid Society existed whicll fulfilled certain obli
gations that were important and necessary to the material 
needs of the church. 

Mr,s. Kelly's Sunday School class, known as the Kelly 
Class today, originated as a class of adult young women of 
the Sunday School with Mrs. George Tunnell as its first 
teacher. Several other ladies of t;he church taught at inter
vals and fin.ally Mrs. James Kelly, who had been superintend
ent of the Sunday School, took over all shepherded this en
terprising group of ladies for many years. '.rhey function 
today as possibly the most vital and aclive group of women 
workers in every area of the church's interests. 

At one time a Historical Committee was appointed to care 
for old and valuable papers relating to the church. This com
mittee consisted of Miss Clara Wilson, Mrs. Louis Mustard 
and Mrs. Lena Tammany. Later Mr. Edwin MarshaH and 
Mrs. Anna Metcalf were added to the group. 

The Young People's Association was organfaed in 1888 
and continued actively for over forrty years. It is incredible 
to read in their minutes of their accom_plisbments and of their 
generosity to the church. 

The first Children's Day service was celebrated on June 
12, 1887. 

The Christian Endeavor Society was organized in 1915 
and was at first combined with the Wednesday evening Ser
wee on September the fifteenth of that year. 

The Presbyterian Sunday School observed its first Rally 
Day Service· on Sunday, September 26, 1897. 
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The children's choir was formed and made their first 
appearance at the morning service on April 8, 1931. 

The first Candle Light Service was held on December 
16, 1934. This service has became an annual event which 
affords pleasure &id is the source of spiritual uplift to the 
whole community at Christmas. 

The United Presbyterian Women's Association was 
formed on November 2$, 1955, with Mrs. Hannah· (Dodd) 
Thompson elected as its first pres\dP,nt. 

An organization of men had existed for s.ome years with 
Raymond Atkins as its first president. However, it was not 
formally chartered until December 3, 1956 during the pres~ 
idency of George Chappell. , 

The church at Rehoboth (Midway) was dedicated Oc~ 
ber 6, 1854. 

The church at MUton was dedicated June 15, 1834. 

The second church at Coolspring was dedicated J a.nuary 
14, 1855. 
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The Lewes Presbyterian Cemetery 

Generations of Presbyterian families lie in the church
yard adjoining the ohurch. Among them ane two Governors, 
two Congressmen, one career Diplomat, physicians, pilots, 
teachers, soldiers, sailors, lawyers and business men. There 
are probably more .Revolutionary soldiers buried here than 
in any otlher Sussex County churchyard. Grave of veterans 
of the War of 1812 are in surprising number and there are 
others who fought in the Civil War, Spanish American War, 
World War I and World War Il. The nam.es are listed sepa
rately. 

Governor David Ha-Il was born January~ 1752 at Lewes 
in a home which is still standing and is now owned and oc
cupied by Mr. John Vess~s and ms family. He wa~ the son 
of Captain David Hall and Elizabeth, his wife. Governor Hall 
was commander of the famous De1laware Line in the Con
tinental Army and recrwted a company of men to which he 
was elected captain and later colonel. They participated in 
the Battles of Brandywine, Germantown and Monmouth a,nd 
were with Washington at Valley Forge. Colonel Hall is said 
to have been on such intimate terms with General Wa~.B'ling
ton that he shared his tent while ait Valley Forge. After the 
war he mamtained a con-espondenee with Washin_!;rton until 
his death. Colonel Hall was seriouslv wounded at the battle 
of Germantown and was unable to resume his command. H<e 
had been admitted to the bar in New Castle County in 1773, 
and, after suffering bis injury, resumed the practice of law, 
was el-ected Governor in 1802 and served until .January 1805. 
He married Catherine Tingley of New York. and tiley had 
several children. He was the friend and counselor of Rodney, 
Read and McKean who signed the Dec1aratJi,on of Independ
ence and the friend of many other leading patriots. 

An amusing reference is found in the old session book 
wherein •he as cited by the Session for gaming by playing 
backgammon. He said that "though 'he was not convinced 
rthat playing for recreation could be properly called gaming, 
or was in ii:tself sinful; yet he would henceforth entirely 
refrain from all such indulgences.'' He further commented 
that "some would strain at a gnat and swallow a camel.., 

Governor Hall· died September 18, 1817 and is buried in 
the Lewes Church graveyard with his wife, who died in 
1810. 

He was a member of the Order of Cincinnati, Masonic 
fraternity and an elder of the church for many years. The 
portrait of General Was-hing-ton whidh hangs in the State 
House was presented to the State by Colonel Hall. 
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Governor Ebe Walt.er Tunnell, Ruling Elder of the church, 
was bol;'Il at Blackwater, Sussex County, December 31, 1844. 
His political 'life. began. in 1870 wh~n he was elected to the 
State Legislature overcoming a large opposition majority in 
his home district. R(?moving to Lewes in 1872, he engaged 
in fue drug and ..hardware business wibb his brother-in-law, 
Doctor David Lewis Mustard. He was elected as the Dem
ocratic candidaite for Governor in 1897 and served unti) 1901. 
_He and several other persons publ!ished the forerunner of 
The Dela.ware Pilot known then as The Breakwater Light and 
now called The Delaware Coast l're."ls. The Breakwatel' Liglit 
was printed on pink paper. Governor Tunnell never married. 
He med December 8, 1917 and is buried in the church yard. 

CongreS.Sman Robe,.t_ G. Houston was born on October 13, 
1867. in Milton, Delaw~e~ the son of Dr. David Henry Hous
ton a'ri.d his wife • Comfor.t (Hitchens) Houston. He married 
Margaret White of Lewes on December 20, 1888, and they 
became the parents of three children : John Wallace, deceased, 
Mrs. Thomas Robinson and 1\fiss Elizabeth Houston. both of 
whom reside in Georgetown, Delaware. He achieved a dis
tinguished career .as attorney, newspaper editor and Congress
man. His death on January 29, 1946 marked the passing of 
on,e of uhe truly notable figures in Delaware life and affairs. 
He is buried in tJhe Lewes graveyard with his wife and other 
members of his· family. He served as Congressman for threre 
terms f~om 1925 to 1933. 

Honorable John Wallace Houston was born at Concord, 
Sussex County on May 4, 1814, the son of John and Elizabeth 
(Wiltbank) Houston. His early educatioo was gained ,in the 
schools of his native county, and from 1:Jhere he prepared for 
college at Newark Academy. In 1830 he entered Ya.1!e and was 
graduated in 1834. At the age of tewnty-seven he was ap
pointed Secretary of State and in 1846 was elected repres
entative from Delaware to Congress where he served three 
successive terms before he was thlrty-six years old. Af.ter 
the completion of his last term in Congress ·he returned to the 
practice of law and in 1855 was elevated to the beneh as 
Associate Judge of the State of Delaware resident in Kent 
CoUDJty. He was the author of a learned and exhaustive paper 
on the boundary lines between Delaware and each of its 
adjoining States. He was also ex-officio reporter of tile 
judicial decisions of the courts of Delaware and compiled the 
volumes known as "Houston's Repor,ts." In 1861 he was 
elected to the .famous Peace Congr,es:, held at Washington, 
D. C. After a long and eminent career, this fine ~itizen of 
the State and Nati.on was Jaid to rest with his family in the 
Lewes cihurchyard. 
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Ambassador George Strausser Messersmith, Diplomat, 
was the son of Charles and Sarah (Strausser) Messersmith 
and was born on October 3, 1883 at Fleetwood, Pennsylvania. 
He 1had been referred to as a ~'schoolmaster turned dip1omat0 

because of his many years in the field of education before 
becoming consul to Fort Erie, Canada in 1914. He bad a 
remarkable carer of service to hs country for more tha.n 
three decades and served for two years as Assistant Secretary 
of State. He died in Mexico in 1960. He married Marion Lee 
Mustard, daughter of ;Qaetef' Lewis West Mustard and Virg
inia (Hickman) Mustard, on July 22, 1914 at Lewes. He is 
interred in the Lewes cemet-ery with his wife who died in 
1966. 

David Wolfe Brown, was born in Philadelphia. in 1835 
and received his education th.ere. Afrter a varied career which 
included the study of law, phonography and the publisher of 
the Congressional Globe, he became bhe official reporter of 
the House of Representatives in \Vashington. Hs wife was 
Joanna Wolfe, daughter of Henry Wolfe, Ruling Elder of the 
church. He died in 1904, and the National Short1htand Re
porters' association erected a monument over his grave in 
the Lewe$ cemetery in his memory inscribed "In recognition 
of his great service to the profession." 
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Social Actit,ities 

There are few people living today wtho can remember 
when the church was the center of both social and sp-iritual 
life. It is with pensive nostalgia that one listens to the ac
counts of affairs that added not on1lv to the revenue of the 
church but afforded pleasure and enjoyment to its members: 
sunners served at Green Ifill parlors. Martha Waslhington teas, 
strawberry and ice cream festivals. bazaars and skrits such 
as 11Aunt Hannah's Quilting Party," to speak of a few. 

One reads in the DeJa.wae Pilot, of May 1891 of a par
ticularly chamrlng occasion--41 lawn party given at the 
residence of the Misses McDvame. 'Dhi-s lovely old home 
was Joca:ted on Gill's Neek road. furnished with beautiful 
furniture and occupied by gentle people. "The spacious 
grounds decked here and there with tree that have withstood 
the storms for centuries were lighted with torches and 
Chinese lanterns and decorated with the "Stars and Stripes11

, 

which waved gracefully in the evendng breeze. The children 
sported in various plays anrld the trees while the elders 
looked on and talked of the days gone by. Tables here and 
there were spread on the grounds which were soon filled 
with those eager for refreshments. No charge was made for 
the ice cream and cake, but each participant put in a dona
tion as bis conscience prompted. Among the pleasures of 
the evening was the rendering of several selections by the 
Lewes male quartet. It was a very pretty scene indeed,. the 
assembling of so many of different ages ranging from in
fancy to late years to enjoy the social1 hour at this old house." 

At a New Year's party in 1898 the main attraction was a 
novelty tree upon which packages were placed for auction. 
Neck chains of popcorn with colored ribbons were provided 
for the gentleman which he was to match with that of a 
lady at the party. The couple were then weighed, and the dif
ference in their weight cost the man one cent a pound, plus 
fifteen cents for his partner's supper. 

In 1896 an oldtime New England supper was giiven by 
tlhe Young People's Associaitio11· at the Parlors. The heat 
from the open gra.te ·in one room aind the open fire in another 
km.dled the memories and reminiscenses of the older guests. 
Ghost stories were told and riddles given to provide the 
entertainment. The supper menu consisted of Boston baked 
beans with pork, brown bread, pumpkin pie, dough-nuts and 
coffee, garnished with New England apples. 

They had their musical evenings too, wiJth sometimes as 
many as eighty gue.sts, sucb as the one held to celebrate the 
ninth annual reunion of the Young People's Association in 
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1897. Instrumental music · was played by Professor James 
Bingham and Miss Bingham, a select reading was given by 
Miss Beard ,and vocal solos by Miss Margaret Lyons. The 
Glee Club also rendered several selections. 

A brilliant and unusual scene was presrenit:ed at the an
nual Christmas Sunday School party in 1892. Instead of the 
oft-repeated Ohristmas tree, a full-rigged ship, beautifully 
decorated and lighted named ''The Star in tJhe East", was 
placed ,in front of the choir platform, richly laden with con
fections w.d gifts for all. 

At Cool Spring Church a Sterioptican was given of 
Biblical seen.es ·and "other amusing pictures" which was free 
for m~mbers, and a fee of ten cents was charged outsiders 
to meet expenses. 

The annual Sunday School picnic was eagerly anticipated 
by everyone, young and old. For many years they picnicked 
in the woods near Coolspring church. Several times a train 
was chaz,tered to Queenstown, and from there they went to 
Love's ~oint, Maryland. Later the automobile made it pos
sible to drive to Oak Orchard on the Indian River for a day's 
outing. 

The Presbyterian women were known far and wide for 
their excellent cooking and whenever they gave a supper or 
food sale; cutomers were never lacking. In 1904 they com
piled a ·booklet entitled "Tested Lewes Recipes.,, In leafing 
t,hrougb one of the copies, which have become rath~r rare to 
locate, I found many recjpes tha,t are simple to make, indig
enous to the locale and sound appetizing to the taste. Each 
recipe bears the name of the cook who submitted it, most 
of · whom are no longer with us, but in reading their names 
and the examples of their culinary art, memories are avoked 
of good eating and pleasant events long gone by. 

The benefit projects were legion, and, no matter what 
the goal, the money was -raised and each and every person 
did his part. An account could be given for pages and might, 
in some instances, be viewed with amusement. However, at 
the sam~ time, one wonders if,. in today's more sophisticat~d 
world, we are not 1osmg out on the very things that make 
life really woxth while, the sharing of work and simple 
pleasures in a common endeavor with our fell ow man. 



Gifts 

Many gifts have been given to the church by devoted 
and generous members. One of the earliest on record is that 
of 150 pounds by David Gray in 1774. This sum was design
ated in his will to be held by David Hall, Senior, for the use 
of the Presby,ber:ian churches. David Gray was the husband 
of Jean Hall, daughter of Captain David Hall, Senior. He wa:s 
also the stepson of. the Reverend Doctor MaJtthew Wdi.lson, his 
widowed mother Hester Gray being the first wife of the 
Reverend Doctor Wilson. 

In 1912, a portrait of John Mitchelmore, whic'h now hangs 
in the vestibule of the church, was accepted from Mi~s Lousa 
Maull. A safe to keep church records and w.luable papers 
was given by Mrs. Martha Mustard. 

A Communion eh.air was given by Mrs. Sally Tunnell, in 
memory of her father, Charles K. Warrington, and her hus
ba.ndi :Edward T. Tunnell. The Communion Table is a memorial 
to William Russell, Ruling Elder of the church, and his wife, 
Elizabeth Russell. • 

The Reverend Mr. Fred A. Kullmar was .the donor of a 
Pulpit Bible to the congregation at Christmas time in 1917. 
The one used by the minister now was given by the Kelly 
Class. Hymnals have been given at various times m memory 
of Mrs. Blanche Rout, the Houston family, and the James R. 
Kelly Family. 

Miss Marguerite Poynter and her sister, Mrs. Anthony 
Ingam, gave the two brass candlesticks in memory of their 
mother. Fannie Dodd Poynter. The brass cross, used on the 
communion table, was presented by the parents of Sa-m.uel 
Coleman in bis memory. 

Two flags, one the American, the other the Christian, 
were gven in 1942 by Mr. and Mrs. Albert D. Keller. The 
marble baptismal fount was given in memory of William P. 
and Mary E . Thompson by their children. There are two 
brass flower vases, one given in memory of the Reverend 
William Leishman, pastor 1923-1958 and the otJher givren in 
memory of Ruth Herrman Leishman. A lectern was present
ed by the Reverend James A. Mays to the congregation. 

A new linen communion table cover was given in July 
1967 by Miss Marguerite Poynter in memory of her father, 
Walter Jefferson Poynter . This linen cloth replaced one tbait 
was given by Jane Wolfe in 1892. 

Many other gifts, too numerous to list, testify to the 
affection and feneficience of the congregation. Several funds 
have been established, the first for 5.000 by Kate M. Howard 
in 1896, followed by those of the Mustard, Lyons, Tunnell 
and Thompson families. 
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• Organists 

The first organist and chorister was William Bingham 
wtho performed his services from the gallery of the church. 
Upon his resignation in 1887, due to ill health, his daughter, 
Miss Annie Bingham took over, assisted by h~r sister: Miss 
Alice Bing1ham. They were followed by Mrs. H. C. Carpenter, 
then the Misses Lillie Groom, Len,a Nichols, Leila Lyons and 
Estella Klem. Miss Catherine Marshall served untl her mar
riage to William J . Thompson, when she resigned to move 
to another locality. Mirs. Freeman played in her absence. 
In about a year, Mrs. Thompson returned to Lewes to live 
and resumed her position as organist and director of music. 
She was assisted by the Misses Long and M.argaret Atkins. 
Mrs. Thompson had an excellent musical education, and 
,appreciation of the able and faithful performance of her 
duties over a perio.d of f.ifty year.s has been spread upon the 
minutes of the Session several times. It seemed fitting that 
she would die, during morning services on Sunday, May 3, 
1959, whd.le playing the organ. Mrs. Homer Bryan and 
Mrs. George Macinitire played in the interval before Mrs. 
Frances Clavier became our present organist. 
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The Lewes Presbyterian Church 
Com.mun.ion Service 

A silver communion service, comprising a flagon and 
two chalices, is a cherished possession of the church. These 
vessels do not bear an inscription but are known to have 
been presented by Colonel Samuel Boyer Davis, the defender 
of Lewes during the bombardment of this town by the British 
in the War of 1812. He was the great grandson of the Rev
erend Samuel Davis who preached to -the Presbyterians here 
as early as 1692. "The flagon bas a plain cy1indrca1 body 
with a splayed foot, a long· lip, a domed cover, and an orna
mental thumb piece. The height of the fllagon is 12½ inches 
and the diameter of its base is 6½ inches The maker's hall
mark, Bailey & Company, is that of a Philadelphia concern 
that began work there in 1850. As Colonel Davis died in 
September of 1854, these silver vessels must have been made 
shortly before or after his death and, in either case, are 
among the early examples of the craftsmanship of this firm. 
Each chalice is 8 inches high and has a bell-shaped cup with 
a molded edge with a stem sloping for 4½ inches to a splay
ed foot. The maker's mark on these pieces is tJhe same as the 
one on the flagon. They mav be seen at the Zwaanenda.el 
Museum where they are kept· for public display . 
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Y eterans Buried in the Lewes Cemetery 

This list does not include veterans after the Civil War. 

Revolution1,t,ry War 
Colonel David Hall 

(Governor) 
Dr. Joseph Hall 
Aaron Marshall 
Colonel Henry Neill. 
Joshua Hall 
Dr. Matthew \Vilson 
Hugh Smith 
Samuel Leepe 
Thomas Marshall 
Henry L. Mcllvadne 
Huglh Dulaney 

War of 1812 
David Mcilvaine 
Captain Peter White 
Lieutenant Hugh Delany 
H. M. Dwyer 
Jacob Jeffries 
James Rowland 
Richard Howard 
Benjamin Mcilvaine 
David Walker 

War of 1812 (Continued) 

Robert Orr 
J a.mes Mcilvaine 
William Shankland 
William RusseH 
Wool,sey Waples 
Selby Hitchens 
John Houston 
Thomas Rowland 
Thomas Bell 
Reece Wolfe 
Thomas Howard 
Dr. John ,Vhite 
Dr. Henry Fisher Ha].1 

Civil War 
Dr, David Henry Houston 
John W. Houston 
.Jacob Art Russell 
George Musgrove 
Fred Vogel 
Ji lfr2d Lee Burton 
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Ruling Elders of the United Congregation of Lewes, 
Coolspring, Indian River and the Lewes Congregation 

Abel Nottingham 1756 
Captain David Hall, Sr. 1756 
Robert Shankliand 1756 
John Coulter 1756 
Gill Belcher Parker 1756 
John Harmooson 1756 
lsaac Fleming 1.756 
Hamilton Craiig 1756 
William Rodney 1756 
William Waples 1796 
Dr. Joseph Hall 1796 
Nathaniel Waples 1796 
Josias Martin 1809 
Archibald Hapkins 1.792 
John Martin 1812 
Emanuel Russell 1792 
Robert Coulter 1792 
William Peery 1796 
Benjamin Prettyman 1796 
J obn Stockley 1799 
William Virden 1796 
David Stephenson 1796 
William Hop.kins 1796 
Governor David Hall 1801 
Peter White 1801 
John Orr 1802 
John Stephenson 1809 
Robert Houston 1800 
Dav1d Mustard 1800 
David Richards 1800 
Levi Hargis 1802 
Aaron Marvel 1811 
Thomas Marsh 1810 
Robert Hunter 1817 
William ShanklMld 1817 
John Paynter 1817 
Mameux Virden 1796 
.James Hudson 1817· 
William Russell 1817 
James Dutton 1793 
James Mar,tli.n 1787 
Hugh Smith 1808 
Anthony Vickars 1808 
Captain Joseph Waples 1818 
James Newbold 1820 
Thomas Rowland 1820 

Perter v\''aples 
Dr. Simon K. Wilson 
Colonel Stlmon Kollock 
Philip Marvel 
Isaac Waples 
Cornelius Waples 
E1i Carey 
Stephen Harris 
Dr. Henry Fisher Hali 
Lewis \Vest 
David Walker 
John Paynter 
James Fergus Martin 
James Martin 
W-i]liam Perry 
Gideon Waples 
Gideon Perry 
Elisha D. Cullen 
Robert Wap1es 
Robert Harris 
Peter J. Hopkins 
David Richards 
Robert B. Houston 
Benjamin White 
Thomas vValker 
Henry Marshall 
Aaron Mar-slhall 
James H. Russell 
Henry Wolfe 
John Futcher 
Thomas Walker 
Edward S. Tunnell 
Dr. David H. Houstoo 
William E. Bingtham 
John M. Fuitchier 
Dr. David Hall 
Dr. David L. Mustard 
Edward Russell 
Thomas B. Schellenger 
Alfred L. Burton 
Governor Ebe Tunnell 
James Kelly 
George Bohm 
George P. Tunnell 
William E. Tunnell 
Dr. Joseph Martin 
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1813 
1824 
1796 
1832 
1824 
1824 
1835 
1835 
1832 
1832 
1832 
1835 
1835 
1835 
1835 
1831 
1835 
1839 
1839 
1839 
1840 
1844 
1839 
1855 
1855 
1850 
1848 
1854 
1855 
1854 
1854 
1873 
1873 
1873 
1873 
1881 
1881 
1881 
18~5 
1885 
1901 
1901 
1901 
1901 
1917 
1917 



ELDERS -:-:-- Continued 

'l'homas C. Marshall ' 1924 
Edward W. '\.Vtltbank 1924 
Thomas R. Duffel) 1924 
J. WHliam Hocker 1924 
John M. 'l'hompson 1930 
Joseph L. Marshall 1940 
Edwin C. Marshall 1940 
John M. Vessela 1945 
Dr. Ervin L. Stambaugh 1945 
Dr. Walter Andress 1945 
William D. Collins 1945 
John E. McGovern 1945 
Leon H. Farrin 1957 

William T. Atkins 1945 

Halsey' Knapp 
Thomas Orr 
Charles E. Mitchell 
Clifford L. Trader 
George F, Chappell 
Robert Faust 
Richard Dennis 
Ravmond R. Atkiins 
Rupert HaH 
Ralton Dennis 
Frank Larsen 
\Valter Clavier 

Reverend Littleton Purnell Bowen, D. D. 

1958 
1958 
1958 
1959 
1959 
1960 
1962 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 

The Re:verend Littleton Purnell Bowen, D. D. was born 
June 5, 1833 and lived to the age of ninety-nine years lacking 
fifty-eight days of being one hundred. --

He came to Lewes, Delaware at the age of 18 and taught 
school in the old Brick church. Upon returning to the scene 
of -his youth, circa 1919, he was inspired to write the poem 
"Revisited." Ow- 1denomination owes a debt of gratitude to 
him because of his unending search in locating the grave of 
Francis Makemie under a cow-pound in Virginia. He never 
rested until he saw the land purchased and the sacred spot 
dignified by the monument of this great man. 
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In reviewing the past there is much for which to thank 
God and especi,ally for the presence of his spirit within us. 
To quote the words of an early minister, the Reverend Wil
liam C. Handy, "May he continue to assist us in our work 
and bless us still more closely and cause this portion of his 
vineyard to bud and blossom as the rose." May we, in turn, 
pledge ourselves in united efforts to achieve bebter attendance 
in worship services, support o~ churcih with time and talent 
and press on toward the goal of the high calling of God; 
growing in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, 
J-esus Christ. 
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