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a s,hort time by the Rev. llfoMe.'l Little, a union was 
ngain effected in 1767, with tho c lrnrches at Lewes and 
Cool Spring, and the Rev. Matthew Wilson then be­
came the pastor, serving the three i;c)llgregations unL:il 
his death. In 1788 these congreg a1,ion,i were incor­
J1orated under Ille prov.isicm~ of the act o f 1787, with 
th o nnm of ·' 'rue United Pro~l,yteriftn '.rngre i~ti o ns 
of Lewes, 'ool S pring untl fodian Rive r. " A.JI tlH:ir 
temporalities were thu,; united, and for a number of 
years "they called and paid their pastor3 in the 
name of the trnstees of this Directory," 

In 1800 the ruliug elders of the eongregaLion were 
Robert Houston, Jlonjmnin Prettyman, D1~vid Rich­
ards and Jacob Burton. In 1811, Edward Hall and 
W"illiarn Rodney were elected, and in 1836 the ses­
sion wn.s composed of Dr. S. K. v\fi lso 11, . Wn.pl , 
P. M11rv , 1, A:von M11rvel trnd Peter Wnpl os. At. Lhi s 
time Lh , cnn1mutlicn.u Le numl>ered. ai.xt,y-ei ht, and 
the I cv. 'o m I ins Il. 1\fus tn.rd was t lt (l p1is tor. In 
1 11 Lb o memberi!hip wns s till s tronge r, LIi re being 
li!CV•enLy- four ·ommunforrnts. AfLer th e lnUer 1) rl od 
th cong regation nr 1 1u1; to lmve d ecli11ed very 
rapidly, n11d w,ts soon so weak thnt 110 regulitr 
minister cnuld be mu.iutn.iu od, Lho U •v . Fl nry Fri es 
bei ng Llrn l:L~\ to serve in t lrnt relation . 'J'lte Oivil 
War still furth er dis rupted the ·hnrch, which h:tH not 
had nn active existen ee sinc;e Llrnt time. 

T li plae(l of worship of th e eong reiaf,ion wrIB in a 
m ee ling-hous emcted on the Fmmo fann, one and a 
half mil es i,uout Milltihorn', 1in ru:r • of' li111 tl in a fine 
grove lrnviug been set a'l-ide for Lhis purpose. The first 
building was r ep!:tced by a bettor frame s.tmcture in 
17\!4, which was well finished. the interior being of 
heart pine, in panel work, while the entire outside 
was covereJ with cypres~ shingles. Ju 1888 it was 
repaired for the last tim e, and :d'ter 18GG was prac­
tieally alrn11 cloned. In ]8 7 the f'r:11110 of th e build­
ing waH still standing, lmt mo.;t ol' the luniber en­
t e ring into the c,rnstrnetion of the building hacl beeu 
carri ed away, and the cemetery wa~ no longer used. 

The Methodi~t Bpis ~opal Church bas had an 
ucth•e, nggro~:ive munll) rs l.1ip in the hur1dred for 
m re tlmn e ig ltty ymLr;i, and in 1887 it wnH 81,ronger 
num erl ctdly t.l'ma rdl Lh.e other denomi1111.t iorui com­
bin ed. An aecount of its work in this divi~ion 
embrnce~ the lds t,ory of live wliite and thr, eu lt,1 recl 
churche~. f lh c.~e, '' Zon.r" and "Unity" both a jl pen r 
to h ave beeu buiH in 1810; but the urganizatiuu uf 
the clas11es uccnpying them, as parts of old L ewes 
Circuit, wn.s undoubtedly a number of years earli er. 

ZO.AJ1 w11s irw orpomt,ed ovemLor 5, l 10, wil,h 
fi nceu families repreaented , a1111rng Lb em being Lhose 
of WUliu111 Bu n i~, Au ,folrn <ln, .J •re 111 i1tl.1 J osevh, 
'tlwmas Gri ce, l:'e tel' May er, J uh n ,JJn rp, , ·pencer 
L1L ·y a uJ J~1tu • Atkin. A J'ra111e, !! hing le-co ve.J' ' d 
meeti11g-lu,u c wmi builL, on t he 11 1:LLIJ rutttl, sov ral 
miles 110,·lh uf [illsboro'. Thi. · l, ous was 11 1·eguhu· 
place of worship mauy years, hut iL no w Mla11d, 11 e­
glec,eJ. Its forth er regular use was matle unn eces­
sary by the clrnngeo in population and th e building 

of Bethesda Church, in Dagsborough Hundred, to 
accnmrnodate most of the members formerly at­
tendant1 nt Zoar. On the ehurch lot is a small 
burial lot, und the building is yet oceasionally used 
for funerals and other gatherings. 

Ti m U NITY HVJt '•g wii~ built on sixty squnre 
perches of Jund dcecl •cl pt 22, 1810, to Tnmtees 
S elick Hazz11r I, Dnvid Huzzard, P erry Pool, James 
Li_ngo 1l.Lld 'J'hom:.ui M.cl lva in e, by Ar tb.nr Milby. 
The 1Jrigi u1il h ou:e was rebuilt i rl 18±2, and tlfr, 
in turn, gave place to a new ehurch, in the fall of 
I887. It is a frame house, thirty by forty feet, with 
e igh teen feet posts, and was erected by a building 
committee compos d of D,tniel 0. Townsend, John 
H. Prettyman, Robert Burton, J o,hua Burton and 
Rev. Robert Rowe. It was finished plainly and 
cost one thousand dollars. The chureh has a central 
location at the hamlet of Fairmount. 

ST. Joux'H CHURCTI is in tile ncirthwestern part of 
the hundr d, at Johnson•~ Oross-.L'to111ls, and has a 
pleasant site inn well-kept cemetery which is inclosed 
by a substfl.ntial brick wall. 

The,,cbnrch is a frame building, which was erected 
dltri11g the minis l,ry of the I 1•. John Ho 11gh, on th e 
Get rgetown Circui t, of which it st.ill for111s a part. 
J>rior to its ot;etq,11in cy m t ings we-r e h , Jd at the 
house:; of James Johnson, John Wall, and the school­
house. John Walls wa, still living in this lo c1lli1y in 
the fall of 1887 at the age of eig h~y-eight years, :iucl 
was one of the earliest Methodists in this part of tlrn 
county. 

The ,:hurch was plain but not unattractive, and had 
ilie e t rui:itees- lbert J . J oh.mum, .fohn W1,lls , .Jo ,iah 
S imp ler P11,vnt r Fram e, ' .,. Wull:<, K. D. Wi l on, 
,Tost1 p'h W. Wl1.nbmw-u1 P e ter r. Doctd und r eter W. 
ltwit 
~OoNNELT.V R HA'l'l:L ii; 11 ~ Lit e ll ,ad of A.ogolu 
N ,:~k, and was hui It in 18::17, lurgeJy l,hrougli Lh e f. 
forts of Lh e It 1•. 'unn e lly, wl10 was a carpen ter by 
tn1tl ', :wd wl,o d iJ mu ch of th e w,ork hin1selt'. 1 n rn­
c;ognition of his services the first chap el was n:unecl /'or 
him, and wh e n the present house was built, in 187/i, 
th e title w.ts retained. It is a plain fram e, with sit­
tings for about on e hundred ,::,nd fifty people, and the 
surrou11din1<s nre neat ly kept by the community. In 
1887 th e trusl.eos were William Hopkitrn, John A. 
Marsh, l ' eter Walls, Joseph Wall,, \V111. S. Rouin,on 
and I tcr R Burton. The a ppointmen t is a part of 
the N 1ts!ilLU C,rcuit, while the Unity Church and the 
Central Clwrch belong to Millsboro' Circuit. Ttie 
latter was built in the upper part of Long N eek 
after 18!i7, several years eltLJJ8ing before it was com­
pleted. 1n I '87 it was enlarged and repaired, making 
it an attracti ve counlry place of worship. 

The colored p eople of the hundred rnuintrtin 
church , which bear the nan·1es of "l<rj clldship," 
''Harmony" ancl John;;on'8 M •et.ing-1Joul'. . Tl1r, 
latter was built in 1879. The former has been in U8c 

more than fifty years. Th e churches are plain wo0tlen 
~trnetmcs, having good seati11g c;apac ity. 
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Minutes, 1931--, 1 vol.; in possession of Edward Knotts, Marshallton. Register, 1891 --, 1 vol. ; in 

possession of pastor, Rev. J. W. Parker, Gap Pike. Financial, 1936--, 1 vol.; in possession of Helen 

Brown. Sunday School, 1935--, 1 vol.; in possession of Loraine Manhoff, Gap Pike. Records of 

incorporation and deeds: New Castle Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. X16, pp. 175 and 

235; vol. L 17, p. 178; vol. Y32, pp. 520 and 523. 

357. EBENEZER METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH (Colored), 1865--, 3 miles S. of Townsend. 

Organized 1865. From 1865 to 1904 services were held in a one story frame structure on the 

present site. Present building was dedicated in 1904. It, too, is a one story frame structure. First 

settled clergyman, Rev. John H. Arkoo. 1865-81. 

Minutes, 1925--, 1 vol.; Financial, 1925--, 1 vol.; in possession of F. D. Caulk. Register, 1925--, 1 vol. ; 

in possession of pastor, Rev. Kelly L. Jackson. Sunday School, 1925--, 1 vol.; in possession of 

Wodlyn Caulk. Records of incorporation and deeds: New· Castle Co. Recorder's office, Deeds 

Record; vol. 112, p. 461; vol. V14, p.14; vol. X14, p. 74. 

358. HARMONY METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH (Colored), 1865--, 5 miles NE of Millsboro. 

Organized and building dedicated in 1865. It was remodeled in 1891. It is a one story frame 

building with a cornerstone. First settled clergyman, Rev. P.A. Johnson, 1896-97. 

Minutes, 1930--, 1 vol.; in possession of M. Morris. Register, 1930--, 1 vol.; in possession of pastor, 

Rev. William W. Brown, Newark, Md. Sunday School, 1930--, 1 vol. ; in possession of Sunday School 

secretary. Albert Hall , R. F. D. Records of incorporation and deeds: Sussex Co. Recorder's office, 

Deeds Record; vol. AW 45, p.124; vol. HM86, p. 225; vol. CCD138, p. 485; vol. DRQ195, p. 353. 

359. ISRAEL METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH (Colored), 1865--, 3 miles SE of Nassau. 

Organized in 1865. First church was built in 1868 and destroyed by fire in 1915. Present 

building was dedicated in 1916. It is a one story frame structure. First settled clergyman, Rev. Samuel 

G. Waters, 1866-68. 

Minutes, 1916--, 1 vol.; Financial, 1931--, 1 vol.; in possession of Clarence Harvel, R. F. D., Lewes. 

Register, 1916--, 2 vols.; Sunday School, 1935--, 1 vol.; in possession of pastor, Rev. King S. 

Stewart, Lewes. Records of incorporation and deed: Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; 

vol. BP89, p. 132; vol. DEP194, p. 567. 

360. WESLEY METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 9Colored), 1868--, 2 miles S. of Clarksville. 

Organized and building dedicated 1868. It was rebuilt in 1885 and in 1920. It is a one story 

frame structure with a cupola. First settled clergyman, Rev. Mr. Whittleton, 1868-?. 

Minutes, 1931--, 1 vol.; Register, 1907--, 2 vols.; in possession of pastor, Rev ., F. Donald Jones, R. F. 

D., Frankford. Financial, 1910--, 1 vol.; in possession of George A. Walters, Frankford. Sunday 

School, 1907--, 1 vol.; in church safe. 
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Conley Methodist Chapel (M.E.) is loca.ted one and one-quarter miles 
n. e. of Angola. This church was organized in the Angola schoolhouse and 
was first known as "Angola M. E. Chapel." They were incorporated on Feb. 
9, 1838, as "Connelly's M. E. Chapel" while still meeting in the school. In 
the meantime the name has been shortened to "Conley's.'' On Feb. 9, 1838, 
Dagsworthy Derrickson donated to the following trustees, D. W . Brierton, 
Arthur Milby, Wm. S. Hazzard, David Hazzard and Wm. S. Vessels, 67½ 
q. perches of land as a church site. It was described as being near the road 

to Angola N eek. 
The first church was built in 1838, through the efforts of the Rev. Mr. 

Connelly, a carpenter by trade, for whom it was named. 
The present building was erected in 1876. It was thoroughly renovated in 

1901. More land was purchased on Sept. 3, 1912, from Dagsworthy D. Burton. 
In September, 1944, the building was sheathed with white asbestos shingles 
and the interior was completely renovated. There ·s a large graveyard enclosed 
with a low wail. The earliest tombstone is over the grave of Mrs. Hannah 
Lynch, who died on Apr. 3, 1862. 

Trinity P. E. Chapel was located on the Long Neck Road south of the 
Millsboro-Lewes Road. The first services were started in a nearby schoolhouse, 
in 1845. In 1846, t he Chapel of the Comforter was built on this site under the 
leadership of the Rev. John A. Childs. The half-acre church site was donated 
by James T. Bayliss, on Feb. 6, 1847, at which time the chapel was under 
construction. 

It was a chapel-of-ease attached to St. George's Church and was conse­
crated on May 25, 1847, by Bishop Alfred Lee. In 1870, the church was en­
larged, a recess chancel and a vestry-room , being built. At that time the name 
''Trinity" was adopted. 'the building was improved in 1881 and again in 1890. 

In 1891, a bell was secured and a Bishop's chair and a priest's chair were 
installed. New windows wece installed in 1904. The steeple was wrecked in a 
wind-storm late in 1916. The last services were held here in 1918. The building 
gradually disintegrated and by 1940 it was flat upon the ground. The all­
devouring forest swallowed it up and not an echo lingers to whisper of its 
former glory. Io the meantime the wood-lot, in which it stood, has been cut 
over and no vestige of the chapel remains. 

Central M. E. Church is located in Long Neck about two miles o. e. of 
Harmon's School. It was founded in 1867 and the present building was erected 
in 1887. This church was never very strong and in 1937 it w:is closed forever. 
At the 1941 Methodist Conference it was decided to sell the property. 

Friendship M. E. Church, colored, is located about two and one-half 
miles s. w. of Fairmount. The present ·church was built in 1895. There is a 
small graveyard , and across the road from the church is their bush-meeting 
ground. 

Harmony M. E. Church, colored. This church was organized in 1818. A 
half-acre church site was pmchasecl on Mar. 20, 1819, from Eli Norwood. A 
church was built and it was located about two and one-half mi les west of 
Friendship Church. They wert inco rporated on Apr. 21 , 1875, while the Rev. 
T. H. Johnson was pastor. A new church was built in 189 1. A ha.If.acre of land 
for the buria l-ground was purchased on June 4, 1915, from Wm. T. Hurdle. 
They also maintained a bush -meeting ground. 

\ 

I 
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\r In 1940, the construction of a new church was started, one mile west of 
li;,rmon's School. The corner-stone was laid on Sept. 13, 1942. The church was 
completed and the opening service was held on Apr. 18, 1943. 

The old church was sold to Wm. D. Burton who moved it away to convert 
it into a dwelling. The large well-kept graveyard was then enclosed with a 
cement-block wall. 

In Septei;nber, 1945, Mr. Burton moved the old church to the Rehoboth 
Road between Westcoat's Corner and Midway, to be converted into a dwelling. 

Bethel Methodist Church (M.E.) of Dagsboro was built and dedicated in 
1882. Jt was located beside the present site of Christ Methodist Church, the 
land having been donated on Aug. 30, 1881 by William Bright of Wilmington 
who owned b.rge tracts of Jand at Dagsboro. The church was incorporated on 
Dec. 17, 1894. In 1906, the cong rega tion decided to erect a new church and 
selected the site where Bethel Church now stands. They were again incor­
porated on June 17, 1906 and purchased land at Clayton and Hazzard Sts . on 
Oct. 2, 1906 from John A. Lingo. Part of the congregation wanted to retain 
the old site so they withdrew and joined Vine's ·Neck M . P. Church. It was 
then decided to move Vine's Neck Church to the site presented by Mr. Bright. 
This was done and the two churches stood side-by-side during the building of 
the new Bethel Church. There was considerable friction between the two con­
gregations during this time. When the new Bethel Church was completed the 
old church was sold, moved away and converted into a livery stable and an ice 
manufacturing plant. These were later burned down. The new Bethel Church 
was dedicated on Sun ., Nov. 3, 1906. It was rebui lt in 1925 . 

Christ Methodist Church (M.P.) of Dagsboro was organized in 1890. The 
first church was built in Vine's Neck about one and one-half miles outside of 
Dagsboro and called "Vine's Neck M. P. Church." They we re incorporated on 
Nov. l, 1898. In 1906, the building was moved to its present location in Dags­
boro. lt was rebuilt, in 1907, and named "Dagsboro M . P. Church." The- site 
was donated on Feb. 6, 1907, by Geo. W. Bright of Wilmington. The name 
"Christ" was adopted in 1940. 

The Church of the Nazarene, at D agsbo ro, was organized on July 30, 1939 
at a tent-meeting in charge of the Rev. W . T. Archer. He was assisted by Mr. 
and Mrs. L. W. Conaway, evangelists. The church was built and it was dedi­
ca ted on Nov. 26, 1939. The service was in charge of the Rev. Dr. D. E. Higgs, 
Dist. Supt: He was assisted by the Revs. V. A. Miller, L. W. Savage, Maude A. 
Stuneck and W . T . Archer, t he pa~tor. 

Prince George's P. E. Chapel, at Dagsboro. There is a tradition that this 
chapel was established in 1 706, when a. log chapel was built and that this was 
replaced with a frame building in 1738. The chapel was named in honor of 
the infan t Prince George of England who was born in 1738 and who later be­
came King George the Third. 

The Church of England was established in the province of Marylan d by 
an Act passed by the Assembly on June 2, 1692 . T his Act provided for the 
method of organization, for the support of the esta bl ishment and fo r the e rec­
tion of chu_rches as well as chapels-of-ease in the respective parishes. 

Prev ious to the settlement of the boundary dispute between Delaware and 
Maryland , in 1767,, a large sect ion of southeastern Delaware was claimed as a 
part of M aryl and and hence in Worcester Parish. On July 8, 1755, the Mary­
land Assembly passed an Act empowering the vestry of Worces ter Parish to 
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