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DELAWARE VOLUNTEER FIREMEN'S ASSOCIATION . 

ROSTER 
Of Fire Companies in Rural Delaware 

New Castle County 

Good Will Fire Company .......................................................................................... : ............ .New Castle, Del. 
Aetna Hose, Hook and Ladder Co. No. I .... , .................................................................. Newark, Del. 
Volunteer Hose Company, Inc ................................................................. ··········- ·················Middleton, Del. 
Cranston Heights Fire Co. No. I .............. ..................................................................... Marshallton, Del. 
Five Points Civic Association Fire Department .................................. , ....... Richardson Park, Del. 
Brandywine Hundred Fire Comp.Jny ......................................................................... _ .. _ .. Bellefonte, Del. 
Holloway Terrace Civic Association Fi re Department ..................... Holloway Terrace, Del. 
Minquas Fire Company ·········-· ····-· "'···············- ······· ........... ..... .................................................. .Newport, Del. 
Christiana Fire Company ................ . ............... ............. ., ... ·-···············••··•· ........... ..... - .............. Christiana, Del. 
Odessa Fire Company ............ .. ......................................................... ....... .... .................... ..................... Odessa, Del. 
Elsmere Fire Company .............. ..... ~-······•····· .. ··· · .... - ........... _ ....... .. ... ................. .... _ ..... .................. Elsmere, Del. 
Minqua Fire- Company ................ ..... . ........... ., .................. .... . ..... ................... _ ..... ........ _ .. Min9uada le, Del. 
Mill Creek Fire Company .................. _.~ ....................................................... _ ....................... Ma~sha l!ton, Del. 
Claymont Fi re Company No. I .................................... ....................... .... .. ..... "'··· -·· .. ········· .. .. Claymont, Del. 
Delaware City Fire Company .............. ....................... ... ....................................... ... .Delaware City, De!. 
Ta lleyville Fire Company ............. ............ ........ ·-······• .. •.•·············· .. ·--···························· ... · ......... .T alleyvi lle, Del. 
Townsend Fire Comi:>any .................................................................................................................. Townsend, De!. 

Kent County 

Citizens' Hose Company No. I ......... ...... .. ............ -····-·· ··· ······-······-················· .. ·•····· .. ··-·········Smyrna, Dei. 
Clayton Fire Company No. I ···· -······· .. ············-··· ··· ............. ...................................... . _. ............ Clayton, Del. 
Robbins Hose Company No. I .......................................................................................................... .Dover, Del. 
Camden-Wyomi rig Fire Company ...... ....... .............. ... ....................... _ .... - .. aCamden-Wyoming, Del. 
Hartley Volunteer Fire Company .. : ............................................. ....... .. ............ .......................... Hartley, Del. 
Magnolia Fire Company, Inc . ........... - ......... ............ -................................................................ Magnolia, Del. 
Harrington Fire Cdmpany No. I ...... -.............................. ................................................. Harrington, Del. 
Carl iste Fire Company ................ ...................................................... ·-•·······•··············•·••··························Milford, Del. 
Cheswold Volunteer Fire Company ...................................................................................... Cheswold, Del. 
Houston Fire Company ·······••·····-·········•·····•··-·····-.......... .................................................................. Houston, Del. 
South Bowers Fire Company ....... ., .............. .. . ., .. ............................................................ Bowers Beach, Del. 
Frederica Fire Company ..... - .......... ·- ··•···••···- -···· .. ·•·· .................................................................. Frederica, Del. 

Sussex Conty 

Seaford Volunteer Fire Department ........................................ .................................................. Seaford, 
Georgetown Voluriteer Fire Company ................ ........................................................ Georgetown, 
Delmar Fire Department, Inc ........................................................... -................... -... -.............. ., .. .Delmar, 

t:::sl F~~~e Ca°e~~~~~;c:_:::::::::::::::::::::::::::·::::::·:::::::·::::::::::.-~·:.·::::::~.---::.::::::::::::::::::~:~::.·:::::::~::::::~~·::t:;r:I: 
Ellendale Fire Department ........................................................ ....................................................... Ellendale, 
Bridgeville Fire Company ............................ .................................... ·-··············· .. ···· .................... Bridgeville, 
Greenwood Fire Company No. I, Inc . .............. .. .................................... .................... Greenwood , 
Rehoboth Beach Fire Company ... - ····-··-·-··-··--··-··-.. ·-··-·-·-·······-·········-Rehoboth Beach, 
Selbyville Volunteer Fire Company .............................. •-·--·--- .. ··-· ..................... _ ........... Selbyville, 

~;:r;b:;~r~i;
0

c~:n:a~y-·:::~:::::~::::::::::::~::::::::::::·.:::~::::::::~:::::::::~~::::::~:::::::::·.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::i:i·i~~~~:: 
Frankford Fire Company .............. ·-···············- .. ··-·-··-············-······•··········•··• ........ _._ ...... - ........ Frankford, 
Blades Fi re Company ······························· ··········-·· ········---·-··~··-- •···-·····-··- ............. _ .............. Blades, 
Mi llville Fi re Company ..................................................................................... ·-··-·-··- ··--.. -····-·Millville, 
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DELAWARE VOLUNT~ER FIREMEN'S ASSOCIATION 

A Brief History of the Seaford Volunteer Fire Department 

The history of the Sc,nforil Vulunlc.e1· Fire llepnrtm~nt is 
very much l;ke that of 11-ny other llfflall t,own Volunlee1· Fire 
Dern,.rtment. y.,-,,ra ago, 118· Seaford and the community 1:rew 
in size and population, It became 8JlDarent that some form of 
organiud fire protecdon was necessary. This realization on the 
part of the citi7lens naturally led to definite action. 

On the evenln.:- of November 14. 1901, a b'TOUp of public 
splrited citizens was called togethu for the purpOS!' of discusslm: 
t he advi:snblllty or a fu-e department for the I.own. Mr. W. H. 
Ml.lier was Chairman of thi~ meeting. and llfter a general dis
cussion, it was decided to meet one week later for the purpose 
or 01•1,.,ini,.ln.,: a permanent Department. On November 21. 1901, 
the J}erartment was really born, h>tvlng os its reirulnr officers: 
W. H. Millcr, Presid.,nt: w. T . Wallace, Vice J>resident; J;:man
uel Greenab":lwn. Trea,ru1-.,r; Leon S. Hurley, Secretary: E. M. 
Seott, Chier, and a charter member luit of forty-nine. A sj,o,•t 
Lime after or1,>nnizing, a fire house was erected ~nd sever,a! 
hand drawn hose wagons were purchased. Gr<!at rivalry existed 
hetween the different wagon crews, which led to much enthusiasm 
and interest. The Hepartment etitnbli,.hc,1 a rc1mtation for its 
quick responses to alarms, and this same reputation exists today 
throughout the State. 

The Sl<llford Dcl!artment was particularly fortunate in having 
a real organizer to not only luy the foundation for a succeS'Sful 
llc1mrtment. l,ut one who devoted n i;reat pttrt of thirty ycn.1'.ll 
In th" building U[> pr0<:ns which ls so essential in a volunteer 
011,:ani:oarion. The Pc11artmcnt is proud to hnve had .llllch an 
nctive nnd 1u-ogreaslve founder as w11:1 Mr. \Vllllsm H. Millea•. 
He served the Dcpurtment fs.Hh!ully until on account of ill 
health he was compelled to ask for retirement from office, 
Much to the deepest regret and sorrow of the members, he 
11us"&L<I on to Lhe great beyond in neeember, 1933. 

lt. A . Stewur<l, who Is now Sccr~wry, ~ue<:<."Ctlcd Mr, Miller 
as Pre,;ident, and served a term of two years. He was succeed
ed by James K, Phillips, ·Jr., who served a tenn of five years, 
nnd had previoasly served a.a $eemary for a period of seven 
years. In Janua.ry, 1936. M. C. Orr was elected President and 
is ~erving in that capacity at this time. Almost without exep
tion the officers of the .Department have been men who had bad 
experience of long stonwng- and were elected to the various 
offices as a result of their qualifications. 

Seafonl's enviable !ow Jess· fire reconl has been made J)09Sible 
by the efficient directing of its Fire Chiefs. During Its exi~ 
tence of tbirty-.six years, the l)epru-t.m<>nt has elected ten Chiefs.. 
nnmely: E. M.. Scott. J. H . Twlfonl, Er.'ne,;t Fields, C. E . Marvil, 
R. rl. Go1-.!y, J. Woodie M'arvel, Jose11h H. Cox, C, 8. Fuvini:er. 
R. W. Gordy, and C. H. Marvel, Jr. 

1n 19l I. n ScuitrnvC!· triple comlJinalion GfJO l{Ullon 11um1>er 
was acqufred. Finding that il was too hc-avy for count!'y work, 
·a S=rave SuburlJ&nite 4110 11;allon pumper was purchased in 
1926. This last piece of apparatwl was completely re-conditioned 
and a 100 ?lion water ta.nk ·installed In 1933. Having a total 
of 2.000 feet ,of first class 2½ inch hoo;e and t wo modern piece& 
or fire eguipment, the Seaford Department can borud or being 
one of the best equipped Departments In the State. 

As a result of having this modern equipm .... nt. and an 
efficient ~y of firemen to man it, the fire insurance rntes 
bav<> been reduced to the point where Seaford citizens enjoy a 
minimum. of e.xpense for insurance protection. This proves that 
money invested by a town in fire e<tuipment. eventun.lly reverts 
back to the eitizens in the form of smaller fire losses a,..nd 
lower fire insurance rates. · 

In February, 1935, an ambulance was purchased through 
popular subscription. Tbh; piece oi modern equipment, manned 
by the Fii-st,.A id Squad. consisting o[ six mem.bers or the De
Jmrtnv.:nt , has rendered invaluable service to the community, 

For a number- of years the Department supported itself 
fuumclaUy by means of annual cam1vals. Theue were dis
continued several years ago, due to pul;lic disapproval. There 
iM now an urrnni;:em.mt with the Town whereby the DeJ)artment 
can exh,1: without reHOrting to cuc.njvals and other means of 
raising funds. 

Plans are being made for a new fire-house and community 
b_ulldlni;, which will givJoo the Department a new modern home. 
The Town and community is in back of the movement and it is 
hoped that it will be approved and work commenced some time 
du1·in~ the early F1<ll of this year. 

The Officers and members of the Seaford Volunteer Fire 
Department a.a well u the .i,ltizens of the town, are pleased and 
proud to have the honor of entertaining the sixteenth annual 
convention o( the Delaware Volunteer Firemen's A,;sociation . 

The present officers of the company are: 

Malcolm C. Orr--President. 
Jose1,h A. Boswell-Vice-President. 
Reuben A. Steward-Secretary. 
Isidore Stephany -Treasurer. 
Charles H. Marvel, Jr.-Chief 
0. E. Wright-First Assio;tant. 
James Wheatley-Second Assistant. 
H. J. Record......Chief Engineer. 



Fire dept.'s centennial marked in stone 
By Glenn Rolfe 
Staff writer 

SEAFORD - There is 
now concrete evidence of 
Seaford Volunteer Fire 
Department's 1001h anniver
sary. 

A historical marker 
obtained through set-aside 
state funding from Rep. 
Tina Fallon, R-Seaford, was 
set in cement Friday and 
officially put in place at the 
fire station. 

The Seaford Volunteer 
Fire Department celebrated 
its 100th anniversary in 
2001. 

Located near the King 
Street entrance of the fire 

station, the marker briefly 
tells of the birth of the fire 
department on Nov. 14, 
1901, and makes note of the 
first '"First Aid Squad" in 
1933. 

It also pays clo ing 
memorial tribute and 
remembrance to the •·spirit~ 
of the New York City Fire 
Department and its -mem
bers who died in the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks on the 
World Trade Center. 

"It's kind of special," said 
Ron Marvel, department 
spokesman and a past 
Seaford fire chief. "It was 
within in two months. We 
were '11-14' and this was '9-

11."' 
Seaford Fire Chief Doug 

Butler. fire department offi
cers and past cWefs joined 
Rep. Fallon and Seaford 
Mayor Dan Short in the cer
emonial commemoration. 

Rep. Fallon said besides 
bemg the home for fire pro
tection, the station is one of 
many buildings in Seaford 
with special significance. 

She remembers the days 
when Jimmy Dorsey and 
other .B1g·Band-era groups 
performed the fire hall. 

"I've been pursuing this , 
and it's exciting when you 

See Marker - Page 2 

Staff photos/GI.Em ftllfe 
A historical marker commemorating the Seaford Volunteer Fire 
Department's 1 ()0th anniversary in 2001 was put in place last Friday 
outside the fire station. Pictured from left are: Ric Marvel, Barry Cal
houn, Seaford Mayor Dan Short fire department president John 
Stevens, past chief Steve Mayer chief Doug Butler, State Rep. Tina 
Fallon, ambulance captain Mike Vincent, past chief Ron Marvel and 
department treasurer Ken Tull. 



The Leader & State Register, Thursday, January 16, 2003 

Toe Seaford Volunteer Fire Department's 100th anniversary historical 

marker includes a special memorial tribute to the fire fighter in New 

York City for their bravery and sacrifice during the terrorist attacks on 

Sept. 11, 2001. The local fire department's centennial anniversary 

was Nov. 14, 2001. 

Continued From Page 1 
really get it done ,"' said Rep . 

•al lon . 'Tm very concerned 

bout this because this is 

how we teach the history of 
our city and the good things 
thal have happened." 

"You see the pictures and 
you read 1.he ar ticles. And 
then you start to think, and 
that makes you study o1.her 
things." Rep. Fallon said. 
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C ~19 -~59S" Seaford Fire Department Celebrates I 00 years 

The Seaford Volunteer Fire Department is celebrating the 100th anniversary of its founding. On Nov. 10 190 1, a group of concerned men met in Seaford's town council room to discuss ways and means of organizing a fire company. It is apparent from early minutes that some informal fire fighting was supported by the city of Seaford before that time but by the end of November over 50 members had volunteered to form a fire Department. W.H. Miller was elected president and the .company named the Seaford Volunteer Fire Department. According to A History in Flames, The Story of the Volunteer Firemen of the State of Delaware by Bonnie Baggett, Seaford was the 13th organized fire department out.side of the city of Wilmington and the 3d in Sussex County, following Lewes in 1796 and Laurel in 1899. A motion was adopted to ask the Town Council for permission to use the city's equipment and members were assigned to investigate appropriate new equipment that might be needed. 
The department elected its first chief: T.H. Scott, on Dec. 0, 190 t. The first fire was fought on Dec. 18, I 901 in a building used as both a store and home of R. C. Trice on High Street. After an hour of fire fighting, the damage was estimated as $375, more than half of the value of the building. · 
Early minutes of the Department show that rules wete quickly established. ·Members were expected to answer all alanns and the fine for missing a fire without a good excuse was set at 50 cents. The same fine applied to missing the annual meeting or speaking disrespectfully to an officer. More serious was the use of alcoholic beverages at a fire or meeting, which could result in a $1 fine or expulsion from the department. Th.e same penalties were enforced for smoking in a meeting. 
Seaford used hand drawn hose reels and ladder trailers for the first 20 years of its existence. In 1921 the first fire truck \Y8S purchased. According to department records, bids were so.licited from several companies with American La France and Seagraves being the two major competitors. With the aid of state and city funding, the first engine purchased was a 1921 Seagraves. This engine has recently returned to the city of Seaford after years of private ownership and is currently undergoing complete renovation. A second Seagraves Suburbanite Truck was purchased in 1925 at a cost of $6,500. Today the department maintains 4 Pierce fire engines as well as a aerial truck, 2 ambalances, rescue 1ruck, brush truck, utility truck and van. Old "Number4," a 1948 Seagraves is maintained for fire prevention programs. Besides engines, aerial and rescue trucks have been part of Seaford's fire equipment. The first Seaford aerial truck was an 85-ft. Seagraves purchased in 1952. This was replaced by an L TI aerial in 1976, which is currently scbedu1ed for replacement in 2002. A Reo Civil Defense truck from the 19501s was replaced by a Ford/Swab Rescue in 1969. In 1986, this was replaced by a Pierce Arrow/Saulsbury Heavy Rescue. 

In 1933, Seaford Fire Department formed a'First Aid Squad" and in 1934 a Ford ambulance was purchased for $1,500. Money was raised by public subscription and "shares" in the ambulance squad were sold. A number of Ford, Chevrolet and Cadillac ambulances were owned over the years until truck based "box" ambulances replaced them in the l 980's. Today two modem box ambulances served the Seaford Community. The 1990s also brought the first paid members of the department, as first one and now four paid ambulance attendants were hired. Currently paid attendants cover 6 AM to 6 PM with volunteers covering evenings, nights and second alanns. 
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Today over 100 men and women serve the Seaford community, providing fire fighting, rescue 
and ambulance service. 

To celebrate its anniversary, the Department plans a banquet on Sat. Nov. 10th to kick off a 
week of activities. A Less formal member social on Wed. Nov. 14ih will unite old and new members of the department, the Ladies Auxiliary and their spouses for an evening of 
fellowship. 

The firehouse will be open to the community on Sat. Nov. 17th from 1 PM until .5 PM. There 
will be a variety of tours, displays and demonstrations for all to enjoy. 
The grand finale for the week will be one of the largest parades Seaford has every hosted on 

' Sunday Nov. 1 8th
. Bands and fire departments from Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey and New York are expected to attend The parade is scheduled to begin at 1 PM 



Fire Department 
The Seaford Volunteer Fire Department is one of the most outstanding and active civic organizations of it5 kind on the Eastern Shore. Comprised of approximately 40 active members and 20 active reserve members, this organization has and is rendering an invaluable service in keeping our fire losses at a minimum. It.,; modern spacious building houses an 85-foot aerial and pumper (750 gpm) truck, one 750 (gpm) pumper truck for town use and 2 trucks (750 and 500 gpm respectively) with 750 gal!o!l tanks for either town or country use. A Rescue and Disaster truck, an ambulance, 3 portable light plants and an auxiliary pump that can be handled by two men make up ·the balance of its fire-fighting first aid and life-saving equipment. 
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