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Tuesday, May 28, 2002 rewrite 6/4/02 11:26 AM 6/4/02 5:5 7 PM 

From the desk of Gloria Farrar, 539-8011, fax 53 7-3 776 

Proposed text for the Bethany Beac:h Historical Marker: 

Bethany Beach Loop Canal 

Completed July 8, 1910, The Loop Canal marked the end of a 
long journey for vacationers traveling to Bethany Beach in the town's 
early days. 

Arriving in Rehoboth by railroad, travelers would continue their 
voyage by boat crossing Rehoboth Bay, Indian River Bay, and the U.S. 
Government (Assawoman) Canal. Originally the final leg of the arduous 
journey was completed in a two-horse drawn bus through deep sand to 
the town. 

A promised railway never materialized. Between 1907-1910 the 
Bethany Beach Improvement Company, land developers of the day, and 
Mr. Addy, who headed up this project, dredged the l ½ mile-long 
Bethany Canal. This project enabled the visitors to board only one boat 
for the last phase of the trip. 

Since the shallow-draft motorboat the "A11ie May1 could not back 
up, a loop was formed here at the First Street dock to allow the boat to 
turn around for the return trip. 

Characters with spaces: 91 l 
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The Long Haul •• ::t 
~·-ti 

In the old days the trip to Bethany Beacli/j 
from Washington, D.C. or Pittsburgh, Pa. toot-'"-;;All 
fortitude, grit and patience in the face of up to' :J .• 
two days of discomfort and even danger. The old::- ~ 
Bethany Beach Canal, whose loop end (S) is off . ?•~~ 
Pennsylvania Avenue opposite the foot of Firsf •i1~ : 
Street, is a reminder of the days when the . ·:--.~;?.; . 
cottagers' journey to the beach was mostly by rail ·-.: !.;. • 
and waterway. . • • • , ·: • .-.. '··~ . 

once upon a time the canal's loop was the end • • :: -~-
of the long journey for new arrivals (SA) and for : ':· ': 
many years the site of the old Addy boat house • -. ·, 
(3B) where people could rent rowboabi. 

Today the "Loop Canal" is a pleasant place to 
crab and catch minnows from the shore or from a 
boat rowed under the dual highway - but duck 
your bead there! - to the edge of the Salt Pond. . ;~: 

But before the Bethany Beach Canal - in the ._ • .. 
first few summers for the Addys and the Erretts ·' •• 
and the other cottager First Families of the • • . 
reorganized Improvement Company - the last ~ . 
part of the long journey was even more laborious. • • •• 
Then most came through Rehoboth, though later •• •• ,; 
as highways were developed, some visitors came , :,.;: 
by rail through Frankford or Dagsboro. • · • ,. ,. 

Let Miss Marjorie Errett, earliest summer •. / : • 
cottager still living in the area, tell about her first ·:-~"t ••• 
trips to the Beach from a Pittsburgh suburb. .' ~~?-;~: : 

"We came down right after school closed in.: • 
June. Mother would not travel with six children .:~ • 
on a sleeper, so we took the day trip to Baltimore. f" 
Without a horse and buggy, we had to walk to o~~f 
little station. We sent a big trunk ahead but·:. 
everybody had to carry something. It was a ~ : :~ . 
hour's trip by the Pennsylvania Railroad into .>~ 
Pittsburgh where we got off and had to w~ .. • l ::-:: 
across the river to the B & 0 station. Father got . ·( s.; • ~ 
us a pullman and we loved the all-<iay trip to . { ' 

~ • .. • • I • 0 • :-,0 •• • • 

Baltimore. We stayed at a hotel down near the 
docks so that early in the morning we could walk 
to the landing to get the boat across the 
Chesapeake to Love Point." 

On the dock at Baltimore, the Pennsylvania 
voyagers were joined by early cottagers from 
Washington, such as the families of Miss 
Katharine Wilfley, daughter of another Founding 
Father, the Rev. Earle Wilfley, and Mr. Ed 
Steele, grandson of Mr. Philip Steele who came in 
1903. Both still summer in Bethany and Mr. · 
Steele lives in Selbyville "off season." 

The Washingtonians would have taken an 
early-morning train to Baltimore and then a 
horse-drawn bus to the Llght Street docks, as Mr. 
Steele recalls. 

At Love Point after the S or 4--bour trip across 
the Bay, Miss Wilfley reminisces, "we would 
board a narrow-gauge railroad train for another 3 
or 4-bour trip through the Eastern Shore farming 
country to Rehoboth, right down the main street 
where the park is now, to the station." The old 
station building still stands, just off Rehoboth 
Avenue near the beach. The trip from Love Point 
on Kent Island to Rehoboth was made over the 
tracks of the Queen Anne Railroad. 

Miss E;rrett recalls that the families· from 
Pittsburgh and ~ashington waited at the station 
for another train bringing people on the main line 
from Philadelphia. "After they arrived we would 
get on a big horse drawn bus that would take us 
back on Rehoboth Avenue to the Lewes-Rehoboth 
Canal. In the earliest days, we got on a little 
wood-burning steamer, the Atlantic, which took us 

THE. STl!;AMER ATJ:,A.NTIC. ON REHOBOTH B<1.Y. ,_,,, -

down the canal, tnrough Rehoboth and Indian 
River Bays, up White's Creek past where the 
Topside Restaurant is now, to Pennewell's 
Landing (37) - that was where the Assawoman 
Canal starts from White's Creek. There a 
two-horse bus would be waiting to take us the two 
miles through deep sand to our house on First 

I , ••-,.-
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Or, as Miss Wilfley puts it; "We had arrived! 
After a matter of 12 hours on leaving home in 
Washington, we were at Bethany Beach! No 
wonder, with trips like that in those days,. even as 
late as 1913, when we went to Bethany Beach, we 
stayed!" Exhausted on arrival in the late 
afternoon, the families would promptly go to bed. 

There was a different slant on the trip in the • 
brochure of the Bethany Beach Improvement • f·'.. .. · 
Company promoting the sale of stock and lots: • · -·: .. 
"Passengers from Washington pay $S.60 for a 
round-trip ticket good ten days, or $5 ~ted. 
There could not be a more picturesque route or a 
shorter one to the ocean." 

These aie memories of those who were 
children then. And the parents? After long, 
smoky and dusty train rides, squall-tossed boat 
rides through the shallow inland waterways, aod 
the wagons lurching through the sand and dust -
or mud - to Bethany, and what with seasick 
children, plagues of sand flies and mosquitoes, it 
was little wonder that often on arrival the 
mothers - according to one of them - formed "a 
solid unit against imperiling their and their 
children's lives another season, no matter the 
spiritual significance of the swnmer in our lives." 
But most of them came back again and again. 

One of the first accomplishments of the 
rejuvenated Bethany Beach Improvement Com- • r; 
pany before the 1903 summer was to build the. ·:.,_- ·: 
boardwalk along tbe ocean front with three roofed • ." ·•X:.-- , 
pavilions, and from this walk another to the ·-·~; • ·,.~~· • • 
auditorium in the Church Assembly Grounds. Be- .:~·~."-:::· ,. 
fore that time, ''there was no Boardwalk but a··::.<::~ '' 
multitude of boardwalks:' to quote the re~•"-.'-;?1t~ ', . 
cences of another brother of Miss Errett, the· late ~. : ;.~ , • • 
Edwin R. Errett. The pavilions, destroyed and • \,';:' • 
rebuilt several times in different locations ••••• : 
throughout Bethany's history, have been used ~ ·: .. ~:: 

·_:::;::/ : 
,.c , ... 
•. ': 
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. . . . 

both for family fun and for Town programs such 
as band concerts. At least once the central 
pavilion was the site of the annual Town election 

The promised railway never came, but in 1907/ 
the Improvement Company, led by Mr. Addy 
dredged the Bethany Beach Canal to the Beach 
from the old Assawoman Canal (then called the 
U.S. Government Canal). 

The new Bethany Beach Canal permitted 
travelers to come all the way to the Beach in one 
boat ride from Rehoboth. A shallow-draft 
motorboat, the Allie May, replaced the old 
steamer Atlantic for the last leg of the journey. 
"Often, 11 Miss Wilfley remembers, "the boat was 
so heavily loaded, we youngsters could dip our 
hands and feet in the water as we chugged along 
across Rehoboth Bay, Indian River Bay and the 
canals." 

They chugge_d up · the 11n-mile-long ditch:, 
which still holds . water though it's hardly 
navigable, to the loop at .the foot of First Street, 
cut so the Allie,. May ·could tum arowid for the 
return voyage. It was a short walk for the 
cottagers between the boat landing at the end of 
the loop and their summer homes in the nearby 
streets. 
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KEY TO MAP .1:. :? ~~.:..'.i .. ' ;:: :.:;·. ·. • 18 Fonner Drexler house in present location 
. .· , • .. •. •·· -~~ ,·.:~.=.1:.::,. :.-;·:· : .. •. after three moves away from beach and 

(Numbers as . 'marked on'· riiap,{ ancf' ~so .: ' • . .90•degree turn; 
thro~g~ _narr~tive ~xt. ~ -~~~~;?}~ii:,\;.-:j;:-1 1~ . < ":The Clubhouse," f<?rmerly a private club 

· ' • • •' : . .:-- :~tt,t.;S~~~"'i~~,r\~1-~\T. _:· ,· :.·. near. ·Delawate Ave. (34), moved to present 
• ~sting structures~~ ot~~r-.(~iit~s:\:Y ~-l..t- :-: _.· •. • • location and now in private use. 
* Sites of fo~er ~truc_~-~~~7·;~.\·;t ·t:.:~:-;_;,:,:,\· .. .,f- .-:.,'.~·! . -2? . . · _Site of '.iDrug Store" of the old days. 

Site of aud!to_riwn ~«;>WD·~ ·-~ t ·~Ta~~fo~cl~}' ?:;, .·i · 21 • · . Site of elegant "Log Cabin," residence of D.C. 
on the Christian Missionary SOC;Iety's summer ,•':·.\ . France, early Beth~y Beach lead~r. 
Assembly Grounds, focus of Bethany,'s··begip~. ·:•=··. [ 22 The ''Wilfley Place," for many years the 
rung and a famous landmark foi: • 60 ye;lrs: -• • . residence of the Rev. Eade Wilfiey family. 

: •• . • ; t ,.. • . ...,. f 

Assembly Grounds selected · in. 1900 by:•. •. 23 Site of Hargadine house, which went back to 
Missionary Society as p~aneQ~ ·-site for . Bethany's early days, later part of the 
camp meetings. • • • • property of Mr. W. P . Short and then of the 
Bethany Beach Canal, known as the !'Loop .. •. Hargadine family, when it served as the Post 
Canal" which was built about - 1907. so . Office; destroyed last year. 
Bethany-bound travelers could come by .boat . 24 Site of first electric plant: present water 
from Rehoboth all the way to Pe~sylvania • plant. • 
Ave. at the foot of First St. • • • • :·: 

. ,.. . 

Site of landing where arriving and . departing . 
travelers disembarked and boarded • the 
motorboat Allie May. • 
Site of Addy boat house where crabbers and 
fishermen could rent boats. · •• • • • • • 

Still-existing cottages of "First Families": 4~· 
Errett cottage (still in family); : 5, Kidd 
cottage; 6, Addy cottage; 7, Latimer. • • . • 

• ! • • • :. • - ";I• • 

Sites of Dinker and Cramblet cottages: , • 
(See 36) • • · ; :• • .. · 

Second house built by Dinker family~: •. 

Addy Sea, a hostelry since 1935, built by one of 
First Families in 1905 as a summer home and 
used by three generatio~ of that family until 
its recent sale. . · .. -'. • ·•• •• ·:· 
Pilot House Apartments, former building of 
the Naval Radio Compass Station. • • • 
Site of U.S. Life Saving· Station, later u.s: 
Coast Guard Station. . 'O :. • .. _. ·.- • • _· •. 

25 
26 
27 

30 

31 
32 

' 33 

34 

35 

Si~e of Town Office in pumping station. 
Early cottage, 5till standing, 
Site of early Dukes cottage. 
Cottages of c. 1902 vintage, still surviving in 
modified form. 
Speare cottage, built by Government official 
in early 1900's and still the summer residence 
of his d_aughter: 

' Site of old Sussex Hotel. 
Journey's End. landmark hostelry; used to 
quarter soldiers serving in antiaircraft 
defense in World War II. 
St. , Martha's Episcopal Church. established 
during World War II. 
Original site of ''.The Clubhouse," now at (19). 
Site or original old school house. 

36 . Present location of former Dinker- house, 
original_ly at (8). 

37 Site of Pennewell's Landing, used by early 
Site of old Seaside lnn, well known hostelry i travelers to Bethany Beach to transfer from 
and landmark ' for 60 ·years · until :it - was the steamer "Atlantic" to "The Bus," 
kno~ked out by the 19~ storm-:"<·/.:· ' ... •., .. • :_ . two-horse carryall which drew them the two 

14·15 Sites of Steele cottage . ' 'MaryY:iew," .. ~J1d _of ·\ miles across the sands to the Beach • . • • 
• bowling alleys, both s~ept oui. hY.- the . 1962 • • • .. ·• ·-38•39 .-· Houses built by Cornelius Hali · f grandfat11~ • . of 

16 

storm. . •• • • • :.:. ·:..; •• •· • : : ":. :' • •·. 'Mrs. Sidney Bennett) before· 1900. (38) is no'# 
New Bicentennial ~vilion-bandstan{iti.' cen- ... ,:. the rectory of St. Ann's Catholic Church; (39l 

. ter of Boardwalk. . .. · • : , . -.' ~ •. -• . • . .. ~. . • is a private residence and welding establish· 
17-17A Sit.es ~f former .Sen .. ,Drexler house_. arid .of .-:_~; ·.: ment. 

• Graham James·house_on beac~.'J./:.: ➔~~ / ·,.: • • :. 

,(~1i•:;~,:, ... , -.. ,., ~- . . 
• ~:~~-( ~ •i · ~. 

. ' ... ·: . : •. :• ."' . . . . .. ·.· · . ~ . . ,. . .. ... ·.·· :· . 
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etting There Was Not Half the Fun 

Nowadays, people motor across 
the Chesapeake Bay Bridge and. 
unless they're unfortunate enough 
rn encounter a weekend traffic 
problem. cake the (rip preny much 
in stride. For those who 
prefer air travel. there is frequent 
service co a convenient airport in 
Salisbury, Maryland. 

In the early t 900s, though. 
geccing to Bethany Beach was not 
a day at the beach - it was a day 
getting 10 the beach. from almost 
anywhere outside Delaware. 
From Pirtsburgh. it was a F1,.1ll 

two-day trip. 
for the Erretts. craveling from 

the Pittsburgh suburb of Carnegie. 
it took three trains. two boats and 
chree horse-drawn carriages. It 
began w\rh a half-hour crain ride 
into downtown Pittsburgh co catch 
a train to Baltimore where they 
spem the night. The next day. they 
100k a horse-drawn bus to the dock area, where a 
boat awaited. They chen traveled by boat down the 
Chesapeake Bay to Love Point on the Eastern Shore. 
From there. ic was another train ride across the 
Peninsula to Lewes. Delaware. where the train backed 
around and proceeded to the station in Rehoboth Beach. 
After a wait For the passengers arriving by 
crain from Philadelphia, a carriage took che Erretts to 
the Lewes•Rehoboth Canal where they cook a wood• 
burning steamer (the Atlantic) down the Canal 10 

Pennewell's Landing in Ocean View. From there it 
was still one more horse-drawn bus ride to Bethany 
Beach. (This was actually a t'wo-horse bus.) 

/ ln l 910, a loop canal was dredged from rhe Assa• 
'- woman Canal to che foot of First Street in Bechany 

Beach, which eliminated the lase bus ride. It was looped 
because rhe Allie May - a mororboat designed to 

41 

traverse shallow waters -
couldn't back up 

·rhe trip to the shore took the 
Erretts two full days and a night 
in Baltimore. Jc was described by 
the Erretts and others as com
pletely exhausting, People usually 
wenc right to bed after arrival. 
Memories of the trip included 
smoky and dusty trains. squall
tossed boat rides chrough narrow 
waterways. wagons lurching 
through sand and dust. plagues 
of sand flies and mosquitoes. 
and seasick children. 

Bur they kept corning back. 

Nace: 
Dr F D. Power. che Washington 

religious leader who was the force 
behind che original sectlemenc. 

described the trip from Washmgcon 

in somewhat different terms. 

Writing/or a promotional 
brochure, Dr. Powers rhapsodized: 

"There could not be a more picturesque rolJre or a 
shortrrr one to the ocean. By 8&0 to Batrimore: 

thence by the fine steamer Princess Ar'lne across 

the Chesapeake for thirty miles ... under che wood· 
er.t shores of che Isle of Kem to lovely Queenstown, 
thence for sixty miles by Queen ·Anne Rai lroad ... 

to the ancient city of Lwes and the couniy of 
Sussex in Delaware; thence through kaleidoscopic 

scenery of lovely waters. smiling shores.fertile 
fields, woods, streams. and tay starred lakes: 

and then the great ocean. with ics splendid beach. 

its surf. i ts varied scenery. i_ts manifold voices. 
its m~jesty and its healing and refreshment. " 



When the loop canal was built in 1 91 O, 
it was cause for celebration 

11/ter the loop ca"al was built. 
passengers traveled on the .A.Ilic; 
May to their final destinnrion. 
John Addy's son Wf/1 wa.s in 
charge of rhe loop ccmal con
scruccion. which was completed > 
on july 8. 1910. The tabernacle is 
visible behind !he flag. 

On a return trip. the Allie May pulls away from the dock. 

44 



The journey·was difficult ... but the prospect of 
a summer at Bethany Beach made it worthwhile 

A crowd of people traYerse the boardwalkfro,:n First Street to the boat landing. 

- --. . - -. . . . ~ 
·- .. - .-... ~-... -

\\i.\1ii~~r--. -~~ ~ 

The crowd awaits the C:ai/y boat. 
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BETHANY BEACH 

as little as $10 down with payments of only $1 per week. In addition to the 
residential lots, the Christian Church reserved a large area near the center 
of town to serve as the ''Assembly Grounds," where they erected a distinctive 
auditorium, known as the "Tabernacle" or "the Auditorium." 

T he octagon-shaped wooden structure was designed with sides that could 
be opened to allow the sea breeze to cool the audience. Looming over an 
open field several blocks from the beach, the brown-shingled Tabernacle 
would become a symbol of Bethany for more than half a century. On 
Sundays, the building was used for church services; during the rest of the 
week, the Auditorium hosted Chautauqua lectures, political meetings, 
musical presentations and other events. In 1905, Power commented on the 
programs held in the Tabernacle that year: 

E. Cramblet, ef Bethany, and his illustrated lectures on the Ho!J Land.

The service rendered by President Cramblet was ef a high order and gave 

eminent satiifaction ... Mrs. Princess Long come on ]u!J 21-26 with her 

splendid concerts and solos. Her evenings were large!} attended and she 

received the unstinted praise which everywhere and always comes to this

sweet singer in Israel. Wallace Tharp was with us the second week and

that sermon "The Withered Hand" and lecture on "Babylon" will long

Princess Long's concerts in the Auditorium were well received by the people of Bethany 
Courtesy of the Town ef Bethany Beach. 

Bethany Blossoms at the Beach 

linger in the memories ef our visitors. The Doctor is not only a skillful 

fisher ef men, but knows how to throw a line in the briny deep and play an 

ocean trout, or write a sonnet with equal dexterity and beauty. 

Some of the lectures held in the Tabernacle were illustrated with lantern 
slides. Power noted, "A.E. Zeigler, of Wheeling, made his debut at the 
beach as a stereropticon entertainer, and his pictures and descriptions were 
full of interest." 

In addition to these lectures, slide shows and other entertainment the 
Auditorium was used to show some of the first motion pictures at the b;ach. 
Movies as a form of mass entertainment were in their infancy, and most 
films we�e only abou� ten minutes long. Power, however, reported, "Nothing 
take� qm�e so well with our rural patronage and with the youngsters as the 
movmg pictures." 

THE LONG, LONG ROAD TO BETHANY BEACH 

Betha�y Beach may have opened with a bang, but the resort was perched 
on an ISolated stretch of the Delaware coast. The dirt road that followed the 

After a long journey to Bethany, some vacationers enjoined riding on the beach. Courtesy ef
the Town ef Bethany Beach. 



BETHANY BEACH

old Native American trails to the beach was bone-jarringly bumpy in dry 
weather and a muddy quagmire in the rain. Getting to Bethany was difficult 
for residents of Dagsboro, Frankfort and other southern Delaware towns; 
for vacationers who lived in more distant cities, reaching the new resort to 
enjoy the surf, sea breezes and speeches at the Tabernacle required a major 
expedition. Not only did vacationers come from Washington, Baltimore 
and Philadelphia, but Bethany also attracted many visitors from Pittsburgh, 
Johnstown and other midwestern cities. 

In the early twentieth century, when many vacationers at Bethany came 
from the Pittsburgh area, they began their journey to the beach by packing 
an assortment of trunks and suitcases with enough clothes, hats and shoes 
for an extended visit. In addition to the necessities, there were also books, 
toys and an occasional pet. In the early days of the resort, the proportion 
of people who stayed for the season was very high. After the luggage was 
packed, many families boarded a horse and carriage for a ride to the train 
station. At the beginning of the twentieth century, many cities were served 
by electric streetcars, and the Bethany-bound vacationers may have hoisted 
their luggage onto a streetcar bound to a railroad station. Others began their 
journey by packing their luggage aboard a horse-drawn carriage to ride to 
the railroad station, where they boarded a train for the first leg of their trek. 

The train chugged eastward out of the mountains to Baltimore, where the 
travelers stayed overnight. In the morning, the vacationers from Pennsylvania 
joined others from Washington and Baltimore in Baltimore's Inner Harbor, 
where they boarded a steamer. As they sailed down the Patapsco River and 
the steamboat reached the Chesapeake Bay, it turned south, crossed the bay 
and landed at Love Point on the northern tip of Kent Island. 

After the two-and-a-half-hour boat ride, all of the luggage, suitcases and 
other paraphernalia needed for a stay at the beach was unloaded from 
the steamer and hoisted aboard a train for the trip across the Delmarva 
Peninsula. Aboard the train, passengers rode in spacious cars that featured 
comfortable upholstered seats. Open windows allowed for a constant flow 
of fresh air, which was usually peppered with cinders and ashes that spewed 
from the engine's smokestack. The passenger cars had no air conditioning, 
and train passengers had to ride with the windows opened, allowing the 
smoky debris to infiltrate the cars. At the end of the train ride, vacationers 
took a few minutes to beat the soot and ashes from their clothes. 

The train ride across the Delmarva Peninsula ended at Rehoboth Beach, 
where the vacationers again loaded their trunks, suitcases and other bags onto 
a horse-drawn bus that took them to a landing on the Lewes and Rehoboth 

Bethany Blossoms at the Beach 

:�:�:�ll�e:��ding at Ocean View was one stop on the way to Bethany. Courtesy ef the Town 

The bus carried vacationers to Bethany beach. Courtesy ef the Town ef Bethany Beach.

Canal. There they boarded a small boat for the trip southward across 
Rehoboth and Indian River Bays to Pennewell's Landing in Ocean View. 

�ter the boat reached Ocean View, the luggage and vacationers were 
agam transferred to another horse-drawn bus for the ride into Bethany 
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Visitors to Bethany on their way to meet the boat at the Loop Canal. Courtesy ef the Town ef
Bethany Beach. 

Beach. By 1910, the "Loop Canal" was dug so that boats could steam
directly into the center of the resort. From the landing at the foot of First
Street at Pennsylvania Avenue, vacationers made the last, short leg of their
trip across the sandy streets to their accommodations for the summer.

Dr. Power did not exaggerate when he wrote of these determined
visitors: "Out of the dust and grime they come, and lead themselves to
the waves for a thorough washing, and off comes the soot and soil from
the bodies and down come the cobwebs from the brains and we send them
back born again."

At that time, Rehoboth, Delaware, Ocean City, Maryland and Atlantic
City, New Jersey, had excellent rail connections with the big cities, and trains
carried thousands of vacationers to the beach every summer. Bethany_ Beach
had no rail connection, and there was little prospect that it would ever have
one. About 1904, the Bethany Herald proudly published a little ditty:

Ocean Ciry has one railroad, 

Rehoboth two can claim; 

Bethany Beach has none at all 

But we get there just the same. 

Bethany Blossoms at the Beach 

BETHANY BUILDS 

The. trip to Bethany Beach may have been cumbersome, but vacationers
contmued to make their way to the resort. Some of these visitors liked the
area so much that they decided to call Bethany their home. In 1910 th 
U.S. census put the town's population at fifty-six permanent residents, u'ian;

:et��; 
e;:7c1.ears, there were wide tracts of sand between the houses. Courtesy ef the Town ef

William Errett, enjoying the porch of his home. Court,rn nf th, Tn,,,n or P,,L-.. D .. . , 
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One of the most popular boats was the Allie May, a small steamboat th t could navigate 

some of the shallows found in the coastal bays. Courtesy ef the Town of Bethany Beach. 

As picturesque as the small steamers that carried vacationers down �he 

Loop Canal into town were, their capacity was limited, and they were �emg 
challenged by the growing popularity of cars. Although horseless carnages 

had been around for over a decade and were constantly being improved, 
driving to Bethany meant negotiating miles of deeply rutted, unpav_ed roads.
To rectify the sorry state of Delaware roads, wealthy Delaware busm�ssman 

T. Colman du Pont, proposed building a modern, hard-surfaced highway
from Selbyville to Wilmington and presented it to the state as his gift. When 

the state law authorizing the acceptance of this generous offer was challenged 

in court, it appeared that Delaware roads might remain in their medieval
condition. In 1913, however, the Bethany Beach Booster was able to report :

The Supreme Court ef Delaware has decided that the DuPont Boulevard 

law is constitutional. Go ahead, Boulevard! Everything leads toward 

Bethany Beach, the leading Christian seaside resort in the country. 

Bethany Blossoms at the Beach 

Early Ocean View motorists ready for a Sunday drive. Courtesy ef the Ocean View 
Historical Society. 

The news of this decision was happily received at the Breakers, where 

former state senator Drexler and his family usually had a house full of people. 
Drexler delighted in taking his guests boating and fishing, but his passion was 

drivi�g visitors around �he sandy coastal roads in his car. In August 1913, a
meetmg was convened m Rehoboth Beach to organize the Sussex County 
Automobile Association, and Drexler was eager to attend; however, the wild 

dunes between Rehoboth and Bethany were too formidable for any car to 

navigate. Drexler was forced to attend the car conference by boat. 
In some Delaware communities, cars were becoming common. By 1910, 

there were so many cars in Lewes that the town council imposed a speed 

limit of eight miles per hour for all cars operating on the town's streets. In 
addition, the town council mandated that all cars had to be equipped with a 
light for night driving and that drivers were required to blow their horns at 

every intersection. 
Although the leaders of Lewes had to contend with the growing number

of automobiles on the town's streets, Bethany Beach had no such problem. 
As Senator Drexler (who was from Pittsburgh) was well aware, it took an 

intrepid traveler to reach Bethany. Construction on the Du Pont Highway 
had barely begun in 1913 when Drexler and other automobile owners 

met in Rehoboth. Drexler's inability to travel from Bethany to Rehoboth 
by car highlighted the need for a road that linked the two seaside resorts '

.. ·· .,. 
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and whatever embarrassment his arrival by boat may have generated was
dispelled by the growing popularity of cars. One day, Drexler believed, there
would be a road across the dunes linking Bethany and Rehoboth.

Although highway construction in Delaware was slowed by the American
entry into World War I, by the 1920s cars had become comm�nplace on
Delaware roads; however, there was still no link between the seaside resorts.
In the 1920s, the completion of the Du Pont Highway allowed more
vacationers to drive to the beach, and Drexler continued to push for the
construction of a hard-surfaced road along the coast. Twenty years later,
that dream became a reality, and the Delaware Coast News reported:

It was Senator Drexler's own dream, and regardless if what personal 
interest he mqy have had in the pr[!ject, it was afar-sighted glimpse which 
looked into many tomorrows when suitable ocean sites will be at a premium. 
About thirteen miles if Senator Drexler's dream has come true. 

The Bethany Beach Booster had recognized his tenacity in 1913:

Former Senator Drexler, the Bull Moose leader if Delaware, is still at the 
beach. The Bosses have not driven him away yet. The young Napoleon 
from Muddy Neck at the next election should be sent back to Dover by all 
manner if means. He, while there before, showed the people that no boss, 
corporation, or railroad could control his action when the b�st z�terests
if the people were at stake. Independence in our representative zs what 
is wanted and needed. Drexler has lately proven a godsend to Bethany 
Beach people. 

It would take many years, but as the roads improved, visitors to Bethany
Beach would not have to contend with trains, boats and carriages to reach 

the resort. The shift in transportation would mean that Bethany would one
day become a thriving resort for hundreds of thousa_nds of ".acationers. 

Although that transformation would be slow m commg, the Booster 
announced another pending change in 1913 that would take a steady hand
from the community:

Capt. and Mrs. Vickers are still at the Life-Saving Station. Their house, 
lately built in Georgetown, Del., has been furnished and is reatpi far 
occupancy when the Captain concludes to leave the Government service. 

Bethany Blossoms at the Beach

Keeper Vickers belonged to a generation of lifesavers wh 6 . d h • th 
. . . o raved wmdan weat er to assist ose on ships m distress. By the tim D d • • h 

e rexler wasnvmg on t e sands of Bethany Beach, Guglielmo Marcon· h d . d• • 1 a Inventeda ru 1mentary rad10 system that was the forerunner of a variety f h ld 1 1• • 0 changest at wou a ter 1fe m the coastal communities. Marconi's 1 . . ear Y WJ.relesssystem was capable of transm1ttmg only the dots and dashes of M d • • . . orse code,an 1t seemed best smted to improve shipboard communication B h d d • • Y t e firsteca e of the twentieth century, many large ships had been eq · d . • . ' u1ppe WJ.th wireless telegraph equipment, and a series of wireless stations h d b • a eenestablished along the Atlantic coast-including one at Bethany Beach The wireless station in the resort was part of a radio naviga•; •. �nry�mthat enabled captams to ascertain their positions as they made their wayalong the coast. ":"hen a . capt_ain nea�ing the entrance to Delaware Baywould broadcast his call sign, 1t was picked up by the stations at Bethany,Cape Henlopen and Cape May. At each station, the wireless crew noted thecompass heading of the incoming signal. The three headings were relayedto _the Cape Henl?pen station, where the crew used a map and pieces of stnng to plot the direction of each signal. The three strings intersected at thevessel's location, which could be relayed to the captain of the ship. The wireless station at Bethany remained part of the radio compasssystem for a number of years. During that time, the reception of "dot dotdot, dash dash dash, dot dot dot" of an SOS caused the wireless operatorsto spring into action to save a ship in distress. Eventually, the development of more sophisticated equipment made the wireless station obsolete, and it wasabandoned. As the demands of the modern world grew, the old Life-SavingService became part of the Coast Guard, and many surfmen and keepers,such as Washington Vickers, retired to a more leisurely life.





IN THE BEGINNING, the trip to Bethany Beach from the Nation's Capital or Pittsburgh 

took fortitude, grit, and patience in the face of up to two days of discomfort and even danger. The 

cottagers' journey to the beach was mostly by rail and waterway. 

The writers of the first Walk Through History were fortunate in that they were able to obtain 

the recollections of people who had made the trip as youngsters in the first summers. Here's how 

Miss Marjorie Errett remembered the journey from near Pittsburgh. "We came down right after 

school closed in June. Mother would not travel with six children on a sleeper, so we took the day 

trip to Baltimore. Without a horse and buggy, we had to walk to our little station. We sent a big 

trunk ahead, but everybody had to carry something. It was a half hour's trip by the Pennsylvania 

Railroad into Pittsburgh where we got off and had to walk across the river to the B & 0 station. 

Father got us a Pullman, and we loved the all-day trip to Baltimore. We stayed at a hotel down 

near the docks so that early in the morning we could walk to the landing to get the boat across the 

Chesapeake to Love Point." 

Rehoboth Station 

On the dock at Baltimore, the Pennsylvania voyagers were joined by early cottagers from Wash

ington, such as the families of Miss Katherine Wilfrey, daughter of Rev. Earle Wilfrey, and Ed Steele, 

grandson of Philip Steele, who came to Bethany in 1903. The Washingtonians had taken an early

morning train to Baltimore and then a horse-drawn bus to the Light Street docks. 

At Love Point after the three- or four-hour trip down and across the Bay, Miss Wilfrey remi

nisced, "We would board a narrow-gauge railroad train for another three- or four-hour trip through 

the Eastern Shore farming country, to Rehoboth, right down Main Street, where the park is now, to 

the station." Visitors to Rehoboth today can find the little station near the icehouse a mile or so back 

from its earlier location near the Rehoboth boardwalk. 

Families from Pittsburgh and Washington waited at the Rehoboth station for another train 

bringing people on the main line from Philadelphia. Miss Errett continues, "After they arrived we 

would get on a big horse-drawn bus that would take us back on Rehoboth Avenue to the Lewes

Rehoboth Canal. In the earliest days we got on a little wood-burning steamer, the Atlantic, which 

took us down the canal, through Rehoboth and Indian River Bays up White's Creek to Pennewell's 

Landing-that was where the Assawoman Canal starts from White's Creek. There a two-horse bus 

would be waiting to take us the two miles through deep sand to our house on First Street. Quite a 

trip, two full days and we didn't get there till the end of the second day." 

At least one of the mothers of these first families had a franker opinion of the trip. After long 

smoky and dusty train rides, squall-tossed boat rides through the shallow inland waterways, and the 



THE LOOP CANAL 

One of the key improvements made by the new leadership was the digging of the Bethany Beach 

Loop Canal, a four-year project that greatly improved the last leg of arduous travel. The Bethany 

Beach Improvement Company dug a waterway, a ditch one and one-half miles long, from the Assa

woman Canal (at a spot behind the present Lake Bethany community) to First Street in Bethany, a 

block from the beach to the east and the Assembly Grounds to the south. The new Bethany Beach 

Canal permitted travelers to come all the way to town in one boat ride from Rehoboth. John Addy 

and his colleagues opened the canal in 1910. 

A shallow-draft motorboat, the Allie May, replaced the old steamer Atlantic for the last leg of 

the journey. The loop feature of the canal was added because the Allie May's engine did not permit 

it to back up. "Often," Miss Wilfrey 

remembered, "the boat was so heav

ily loaded, we youngsters could dip 

our hand and feet in the water as we 

chugged along across Rehoboth Bay, 

Indian River Bay and the canals." The 

canal fell into disuse when Route 26 

was extended by the State of Dela

ware all the way to the Atlantic in the 

1920s. In 2010 the National Register 

of Historic Places honored the Loop 

Canal by making it Bethany Beach's 

first place so recognized. 

WHILE THE PIONEERING FAMILIES had their share of what some would consider in

conveniences, hard work, or even hardships, there were also simple pleasures and fun for the finding. 

Of course, there was the beach (what else?), but wary of the strong sun, they did not sunbathe as now, 

and the women, fully covered, often carried black umbrellas there or took a dip early before the sun 

became too strong. For the youngest, the ocean was for "bathing" once a day at noontime, followed 

by the main meal of the day in the early afternoon because it was easier to cook, serve, and eat by 

daylight than by the light of candles and oil lamps that served for years. 

"We lived very simply, really, but well," said Miss Errett, who first came to Bethany at age six 

when the family cottage was being completed. "My mother was a good cook, with one of those three

burner oil stoves put out by Standard Oil. We had good vegetables, fruit, chickens, and eggs brought 

by farmers in wagons over the sand from Ocean View." With no roads for many of those early years, 

salt hay was spread over the sands on the wagon routes to keep the wheels from sinking. 

"If the farm people didn't have what we wanted one day, they would take orders and come back 

with it the next day. There were two little grocers who came down by horse and buggy from Ocean 

View who did the same thing. The mothers knew them all. The farmers also collected our garbage. 
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C H. A P T E R T H R E E 

etting There Was Not Half the Fun 

Nowadays, people motor across 
the Chesapeake Bay Bridge and, 
unless they're unfortunate enough 

to encounter a weekend traffic 

problem, take the trip pretty much 
in stride. For those who 
prefer air travel, there is frequent 
service to a convenient airport in 

Salisbury, Maryland. 
In the early 1 900s, though, 

getting to Bethany Beach was not 

a day at the beach - it was a day 
getting to the beach, from almost 
anywhere outside Delaware. 
From Pittsburgh, it was a full 

two-day trip. 
For the Erretts, traveling from 

the Pittsburgh suburb of Carnegie, 

it took three trains, two boats and 

three horse-drawn carriages. It 
began with a half-hour train ride 
into downtown Pittsburgh to catch 
a train to Baltimore where they 

spent the night. The next day, they 
took a horse-drawn bus to the dock area, where a 
boat awaited. They then traveled by boat down the 

Chesapeake Bay to Love Point on the Eastern Shore. 
From there, it was another train ride across the 
Peninsula to Lewes, Delaware, where the train backed 

around and proceeded to the station in Rehoboth Beach. 
After a wait for the passengers arriving by 

train from Philadelphia, a carriage took the Erretts to 
the Lewes-Rehoboth Canal where they took a wood
burning steamer (the Atlantic) down the Canal to 

Pennewell 's Landing in Ocean View. From there it 
was still one more horse-drawn bus ride to Bethany 
Beach. (This was actually a two-horse bus.) 

In 1910, a loop canal was dredged from the Assa
woman Canal to the foot of First Street in Bethany 
Beach, which eliminated the last bus ride. It was looped 

because the Allie May - a motorboat designed to 
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traverse shallow waters -
couldn't back up. 

The trip to the shore took the 

Erretts two full days and a night 
in Baltimore. It was described by 
the Erretts and others as com

pletely exhausting. People usually 
went right to bed after arrival. 
Memories of the trip included 

smoky and dusty trains, squall
tossed boat rides through narrow 

waterways, wagons lurching 

through sand and dust, plagues 
of sand flies and mosquitoes, 
and seasick children. 

But they kept coming back. 

Note: 
Dr. F D. Power. the Washington 
religious leader who was the force 
behind the original settlement, 
described the trip from Washington 
in somewhat different terms. 
Writing for a promotional 
brochure, Dr. Powers rhapsodized: 

"There could not be a more picturesque route or a 
shorter one to the ocean By B&O to Baltimore: 
thence by the fine steamer Princess Anne across 
the Chesapeake for thirty miles ... under the wood
ed shores of the Isle of Kent to lovely Queenstown, 
thence for sixty miles by Queen Anne Railroad ... 
to the ancient city of Lewes and the county of 
Sussex in Delaware; thence through kaleidoscopic 
scenery of lovely waters, smiling shores, fertile 
fields, woods, streams, and lily starred lakes; 
and then the great ocean, with its splendid beach, 
its surf, its varied scenery, its manifold voices, 
its majesty and its healing and refreshment." 



" .. . smoky and dusty trains, squall-tossed 

. boat rides ... sand and dust, plagues of sand 

flies and mosquitoes ... seasick children" 

( 
from Errett memoirs 

The Atlantic, a wood-burning steamer, took its passengers from 
Rehoboth to Pennewell's Landing in Ocean View 
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Another view of the 
Rehoboth train station 
showing the various 
carriages and the 
crowd, which had to 
wait for the train to 
Philadelphia. 

Scene inside the Atlantic, crossing Rehoboth Bay 

The Atlantic, arrives at Pennewell's Landing .. 
not a particularly picturesque spot. 

7" • -~-

-..._ -!.. • - -~ = ··-=-== -

The arrival of the bus at the Errett cottage 
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When the loop canal was built in 1910, 
it was cause for celebration 

II ~I 

After the loop canal was built, 
passengers traveled on the Allie 
May to their final destination. 
John Addy's son Will was in 
charge of the loop canal con
struction, which was completed 
onjuly 8, 1910. The tabernacle is 
visible behind the flag. 

On a return trip, the Allie May pulls away from the dock. 
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Note: Everything written 

previously about the Loop 
Canal refers to l 907 as the 

date of completion. Thanks 

to Martha Jean Addy, who 
was able to locate Mrs. John 

W. Addy's diary, and corre

spondence between John 

Addy and his son, William, 

there is indisputable evi

dence that the year was, in 
fact, 1910. 

In 1912, the Helen Marie II replaced the All ie May. 
It was probably a sad day for many . 
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The Allie May 
wasn 't Janey 
but she was a 
thing of beau
ty to Bethany 
Beachers. 



The journey was difficult ... but the prospect of 
a summer at Bethany Beach made it worthwhile 

A crowd of people traverse the boardwalk from First Street to the boat landing. 

The crowd awaits the daily boat. 

46 

Waving goodbye to friends departing on the Allie May. 

This crowd looks unusually 
somber. Friends must be 
going home. 
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Different boats began to appear at the 
boat landing. In the background is the 
Bellevue-Atlantic Hotel, soon to 
become the Seaside Inn. 



ppendix 
Bethany Beach Locater Map 

National Guard Camp 

Route One 

Kent Ave. St. Martha'I==~ 
Church 

Sea Colony 
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Atlantic 
Ocean 

life-Saving Station 

Addy Sea 

Bellevue Atlantid 
Seaside Inn 

Bowling Alley 

rrens Restaurant/ 
oliday House 

1898 • Missionary Society adopts suggestion of 
Dr. F D. Power, Washington minister, to 
seek permanent assembly site on the 
Delmarva coast. 

1900 • Missionary Society selects site near Ocean 
View; Bethany Beach named; Bethany Beach 
Improvement Company is formed, buys land, 
lays out streets and sells 150 lots. 

1901 • Town is founded with temporary government. 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1907 

1909 

1923 

1924 

1926 

1931 

1933 

1934 

1940 

1944 

1946 

1948 

1952 

• Improvement Company inaction causes church 
leaders and lot holders to effect reorganization 
of Improvement Company through purchase by 
six Pittsburgh businessmen. 

• Improvement Company improves transporta
tion, builds boardwalk and completes auditori
um known as "The Tabernacle." 

• Branch post office established by Ocean View 
postmaster. 

• Life-saving Station built. 

• Town of Bethany Beach incorporated. Life
saving Station becomes Coast Guard Station. 

• Ringler's Theatre built on boardwalk. 

• First lighting plant built by W P Short to 
light town hall and two street lamps. 

• Electric plant bought by Town for $635. 
Garbage now being collected. 

• Bowling alley built on boardwalk between 
First and Second Streets. 

• August hurricane causes considerable damage. 

• First road, dirt-surfaced, opened between 
Rehoboth Beach and Bethany Beach. 

• Government paves highway from Rehoboth 
Beach to south of Bethany Beach. 

• Mid-September storm destroys boardwalk, 
theatre and pavilion. 

• Water service extended to all Bethany Beach 
residents. 

• Volunteer Fire Company organized, First engine 
purchased for $350. 

• Chesapeake Bay Bridge oyened. 
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Important Dates 

1956 • Fire Station built on Hollywood Street. 

1962 • March storm knocks out boardwalk, pavilion, 
Seaside Hotel, bowling alley and many homes, 
causes tremendous destruction. 

1965 • New Bethany Beach post office dedicated. 

1966 • Branch of Baltimore Trust Company is 
opened ... Bethany Beach's first bank. 

1970 • New town hall and police station dedicated. 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1982 

1986 

1988 

1989 

1992 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

• The second span of the Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge opens. 

• Parking meters installed downtown and 
in beach areas. 

• Sewer system installed, streets repaved. 

• Bethany-Fenwick Area Chamber of Commerce 
organized; 33 members attend first meeting. 

• Sculptor Peter Toth 's Indian statue dedicated 
on December 22. 

• Bandstand constructed on boardwalkfor 
musical and cultural events. 

• Holiday House gets ABC license; town & 
landowners file suit. 

• Hurricane Gloria wrecks northern part of 
boardwalk, causes other damage in town. 

• Historical exhibition opens. 

• Replenishment project raises beach level 
2-10 feet, widens beach by 100 feet. 

• Devastating wind storm hits beach, ripping 
boardwalkfrom its piling. 

• South Coastal Library opens January 17 on 
Kent Avenue. 

• "Concerts at the Beach" programs inaugurated. 

• Groundbreaking ceremony for new municipal 
building and community center (town hall) on 
September 11. 

• New town hall dedicated on May 24. 
• Declared the warmest year on record. 
• Bethany Beach Historical Association 

established on October 24. 

• Back-to-back nor'easters - onjariuary 28 
and February 4 cause tremendous damage 
to beach areas. 



oreword 
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For over ninety years, the Town of Bethany Beach has 
provided a tranquil and wholesome atmosphere for its full
time residents and for families who visit each summer for 
recreation and relaxation. Generations of families have 
been returning to Bethany Beach for years to enjoy the 
family-oriented ambience and seasonal amenities. 

In serving the people as elected officials for the past 
several years, we have had the opportunity to see what it 
is that really makes Bethany Beach a special place. We have 
discovered that this sort of place just doesn 't happen by 
accident. It takes a lot of nurturing by people who care 
about community and family values. Through the years, 
despite the pressures stemming from the extensive growth 
and development in nearby areas, the people of Bethany 
Beach have worked diligently to preserve the quality of life 
established by the town's founders. Their efforts have been 
rewarded with a community that has retained its friendly, 

family-oriented character over the years. 
One of the reasons for this success is that every person 

who is elected to an office in Bethany Beach knows that 
his or her primary responsibility is to preserve Bethany 's 
special quality of life. We are proud to be a part of this 
process and we are pleased to be a part of this book, 
which chronicles the history of Bethany Beach, a story 
well worth telling. 

Finally, we want to give special thanks and recognition to 
Mr. Harold E. Dukes for originating the idea of this book 
and to Mr. James D. Meehan for his thorough investigatory 
efforts in compiling the information contained herein . 
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Joseph F. McHugh 
Mayor 1997-Present 

Charles J. Bartlett 
Mayor 1991-1997 
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BETHANY BEACH~~LOOKING TOWARD THE OCEAN. 

BETHANY BEACH. 

C. L. THURGOOD, PITTSBURG, PA. 

Come, Muse of the Ocean, and teach me to sing 
Whence from Bethany Beach its beauties do spring; 

For thousands of others would woo thy white shore 
If the blessings of Bethany could be laid at their door. 

So, Muse of the Ocean, triumphantly ride 
In thy white-crested chariot, with me by thy side, 

Now enchant me to tell in words that will woo 
The thousands from cities thy Kingdom to view. 
Bay of Rehoboth, thy width ls thy charm, 

Whils t thy depth lacks a fathom thou'rt free from alarm, 
ou kissest the river where the Indian of,;·ore, 

The De!aware warriGr beached his bark on its shore. 
ow into the stream that has White for a uame, 

Away in the wagon we pass Ocean View, 

A village poetic, with inhabitants few. 
Hooray for the sight of that dear octagon 

Where disciples do met-t an<l lost souls are won . 
Sweet is the air from oak, cedar and pine, 

When the wind blows seaward 011 days that are fine. 

Now soon to the beach and dunes on the shore, 
We g-reet the Atlantic, ne'er ending its roar: 

So, with a hip and hooray, we hurry to greet 
Old Neptune's white horses: we him run to meet, 

Our feet touch the sands, on velvet we tread 
And "The bathing'b delicious'\ 'tis all that was said. 

The timid and trembling. the child and the babe 
Can bow to the billows and not be a'rraid. 

Away to the North and away to the South 
The breezes are sweethearts that e'er ~ek your mouth, 

The sky and the land in conspiracy 111eet 
In joy so abounding as to lighten your feet , 

And best of all comforts, with dear friends and true, 
New Bethany, Beach Bethany invites yours and you. 

-~~-------------------vv-.J'v-~-
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You Dollar? ~ Have pare 

,, 
Invest! "' Invest! ~ Invest! 

NOTHING BETTER IN THE MARKET-A chance for every Man, Woman and Child to 
Make a Good Investment . 

,-

Stock in Bethany Beach Improvement Company 
~ONLY ONE DOLLAR PER SHARE~ 

You can invest $r.oo, $ro.oo, $20.00 or $roo.oo in a splendid enterprise. 

The Bethany Beach Improvement Company offers a limited number of shares of their 
Capital Stock at One Dollar per share, full paid and non-assessable. 

For the purpose v-r f • -er developing Bethany Beach and to g~ve all megi1:.:".r,, -of the 
' ~ 

Christian Church and their friends an opportunity to become partn~rsj in thi em~rprke the 
original owfiers of Bethany Beach have decided to issue shares at on~ dollar each. This in
vestment will give you a direct interest in all their holdings, which include a vast stretch ot 
valuable ocean front, 500 lots in the immediate vicinity of the Assembly grounds, 300 acres of 
farm land which sooner or later can be laid out into lots, and their steam boat route. 

Another reason why shares are offered is to further improve Bethany Beach by laying 
sidewalks on the ocean front, pavilions, constructing a pier and erecting a handsome hotel. 
See page 7, this circular. 

You can buy as many shares as you wish. Our only advice is to do so without delay. 
Don't despise the day of small beginnings. 

All money should be s~nt by Check, Post Office Order or Express Money Order. 
it payable to J. K. JOHLER, and mail to 

Make 

Delaware Office: 

Bethany Beach, 

Ocean View, Delaware. 

R. R. BULGIN, Secretary, 

I 

1715 Sanderson .A.venue, 

$-CRANTON, PENNA. 

t 



j~at Rnv. DR. F. D. Poe- · f W h. · D C 
Beach m his letter to the Christian C:::tandar .vER, o as mgton, • ., wrote • 
lent article in full b t ·11 "t f ~ d_, of Angust 3d, r9or. We cannot q. u WI ct ea ew paragraphs. 

Bethany Be~ch,_ near Ocean View, Delaware, was opened formali,· on July 
I The excellent ~uditor1um, though not quite completed, was dedicated. Therewa 

goodly gathermg of people interested in the enterprise from Washington D C 
Scranton and Philadelphia, Pa., and other points. The local attendance w0as ~ls~ 
large. Mr. ~ac~b Johler, president of the company, presented the deed which con
veys the auditorium and sixteen acres of ground to the Christian Missionary Society 
of Maryland, Delaware and District of Columbia. Hon. John Hunn, Governor of 
the State, sent his congratulations. 

The auditorium is a fine structure for its purpose, designed by Edwin G. Davis, 
o~e of ~he elders of the Vermont Avenue Church. It is an octagonal building, 
m_net~-s1x feet across_ each_ way, and about the same height at the center seated :e1;~r;f~ortab~ chair~, with a capacity for one thousand, and so · arrang~d that 

ousan may ear. A more commodious, graceful, substantial and well 
arranged ~nd adapted ~abernacle I have not seen anywhere. The com an. deserve 
grea~ ci:e~it fordt~e sat1sfact?ry way in which they have fulfilled their fonfract with 
our ocie Y, an or the admirable progress they have made in the develo ment of 
~he prope:ty. Several good boardmg-houses are in operation It is a mo~ · 
wus op~nmg for the enterprise, and the future is big with pro~ise. auspic-

Th1s work was fi~st ~uggested to the Christian Missionary Societ of Mar Ian 
Delaware and the District of Columbia in the fall of 1898 A y ·tt y d, 
pointed to select ·t d ft • • . • commi ee was ap-

. a s1 e, au a er v1s1ting a number of points on the coast this was 
u~an;i;:ftsly c~1osen. It is located in Baltimore Hundred, Sussex County Delaware 
a ou een m1 es south of Rehoboth Beach. Several brethren from s ' ' 
agree~ to purchase the land and develop it, to provide means of trans ~o~an~on,..,Pa. : 
the ra1l:oad, and _deed free of cost an auditorium worth $3,000 d . . l <~_,1-tm.,•h~s tc . 
the Society, provided the brethren would iy t1,,_ _ _ - --- •• .vAil ,.fi\Jport and pur
chase not less than on<" hunrlr..,. 1-L-- ... .. ~ c8nait1ons were accepted and duly met, 
and the res,ult ua., a.:en stated. In vi ;,v of the fact that the work of development 
wa, only begun this spring, the company has done exceedingly well. The meetings 
begun on the 12th, will continue several weeks. The first convert, our Lydia in this 
case, was Myrtle Henderson. J. A. Hopkins, E. B. Bagby, S. T. Willis and Earle 
Wilfley are on the program. Carey Morgan was to be with us, but is unfortunately 
disabled by an attack of fever. G. P. Rutledge rendered first-class service. We 
have but one church in Delaware. That is located near this point, and its member-
ship forms our local support. The pastors of all the churches within reach have 
shown a brotherly kindness and spoken words of Godspeed. Another year the As-
sembly will be in good working order, and the whole institution will be thoroughly 
on its feet. 

The following is from the pen of Rev. G. B. Townsend, pastor of the River Street 
Church of Christ, Troy, N . Y.: 

It is with pleasure that I have learned of the proposed opening of a summer 
resort n_ej.lr Ocean View, Del., to be known as "Bethany Beach." I was reared 
within four miles of the place and feel that I know nearly every foot of land. I 
know of no location on the coast better fitted for a summer resort, and I have visited 
a number of the popular resorts. The beach is unsurpassed for bathing. There are 
no swampy places near the proposed site. Fish are caught both on the coast and 
in Indian river, which is nearby, in great ab undance, also crabs and clams are plen
tiful in the river. I shall expect to see it become one of the great watering places 
of the Atlantic coast in a few years. 

-..,.. --~~---------------------
3 

< 

Bethany Beach. 

EADER : If you are shiftless and a spendthrift then this article will be of no interest 
to yon. _ If you are a person of wisdom, ambition and determined to succeed in the 
field of investment, then you will read the following with eagerness. 

Before proceeding you wi1l agree with us when we say, it is better to invest yonr 
money wisely than to spend it foolishly with no thought of tomorrow. What enabled Vander- -
bilt and Gould and Rothschild and Morgan to become rich? The queftion is easily answered:
They invested their money wisely: In other words, they had the keen foresight to see the 
value of a moral support behind a good thing. Vanderbilt made money in real estate, so did 
Gould and Morgan. 

The opportunity ot a wise investment comes to yon. Yon know the strength ot the 
Christian Church; it is very strong today but tomorrow it will be stronger. The number of 
communicants in the U. S. is r, 105, r6o. Think uf the possibilities of an Ocean Resort with 
the moral ittfinence and support of such a vast army ! The other day we heard a man remark 
' 'It is ah; ·_i~:s wise to become associated with successful ventures;'' Bethany Beach is a suc
cessful ventnrL. It has behind it the moral support of a great people and will be known better 
as the days go l:Jy. We know of no better investment than the purchase of a lot at Bethany 
Beach or some sl-iarei:- of the Bethany Beach Improvement Company Stock. This company 
made Bethany Beach possible. 
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How do we get to _Bethany Beach? Dr. Power , ,,rote: 
Ov:'" both Pennsylyania and B :_& 0. line:, to Rehoboth, and thence by a small ' 

stean,iP, over the be:iutiful Rehoboth Bay. '.!.''.1is is th e present arrangement. Pas
s~n~-rs from Washmgton pay $3.60 for a round-trip tkket good ten days, or $5 un
hm ·eed. There could not be a more picturesque route or a shorter one to the 
B,: 1. & 0. to Baltimore; thence by the fine steamer "Princess Ap_ ,, oce:;:· 

-apeake for thirty miles, past historic Forts McHenry and Carro~e th:c:~ss., e 
, • ,at10ns 3:t t?e mouth of the Patapsco, and the works at Sparrows 'Point :h•:r: 
t~ey are bu1ldmg the torpedo boats that make thirty miles an hour under the d 1 shores. of the Isle of Kent to lo~ely Queenstown, thence for sixty miles by Qt~eoe~ 
E,me Railroad through the counties of Queen Anne Talbot and Carolina O th 

astern Shore of Maryland to the ancient city of Le~es and countv of Suss~x · e 
Del~ware; thence through kaleidoscopic scenery of lovely waters smilin shorem 
~erhle fiel_ds, woods! stream~, and l_ily-starred lakes; and then the great oce~n wit6 
~tts hsple1';1d1d beach, its surf, its vaned scenery, its .nanifold voices its majesty and 
1_ s ea mg and refreshment. ' 

The U. S. Cana! partially completed conuectiu R h b . 
Bridge leading to Betha,;';, B!aih 1;~,!i~;a~~i~t,;ague Bays. View from 

. - Bethany B·each, • 'The Beautiful '' as M r T • . 
mg to grow into a great resort Do y~u not ~- 1-·t hu:good, of Pittsburg, exclaimed-is go-
not • h t • Wls 1 0 enJoy some of 1·ts • ~ D w1s o prepare for a rainy day? Th b 1 . prosperity r O you 
and w1U pay better dividends than ~one ei: t~~ ~a ot. It sur~{Y wi.1l _incr~ase in value rapidly, 
to put only one dollar in the bank W 1t nk at _3 per ~en t. Besides one doesn't like 
bat:1k-and it's never done Here. a1 ' salys one, until I get $1 oo then I'll place it in the 

• • you can p ac-- one d 11 k · 
will never :..niss it, whilst some day you will dis o ar per w: e. to good advantage. You 
returns will surely result. c~ver you hav(: invested it wisely as good 
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Our Splenitid Terms .B Sa Easy. 
It has been suggested that wt,give every person an opportunity to purchase a lot. After 

much consideration we have determined to place over 200 lots on the market with the most 
liberal terms possible. We take particular pleasure in stating the prices and payments: 

Lots at $75.00-$10.00 down, $1.00 per week. 
Lots at $100.00-$15.00 down, $1.00 per week. 
Lots at $125.00-$20.00 down, $1.25 per week. 
Lots at $150.00-$20.00 down, $1.50 per week. 
Lots at $200.00-$25.0v down, $1.50-per week. 

These Lots are 40 x 125 feet in sii,;e, and are within 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 Minutes Walk 
of the Ocean and the Auditorium. 

Over $20,000 worth of lots were sold the first year. It is confidently expected that 
many thousands will be sold this comhig year. This company owns all the land surrounding 
the vast assembly grounds. 

--"# • . , • . •'. • " . ·· ~ ... ' 

~ . .. ,· ·.·· ....... , . - -

N0w is the time to buy. Best bargains are often lost through delay. Lots at Atlantic 
THE GLADMORE:.~~Proposed Hotel for Bethany Beach. ~ 

Ocean City, Ocean Grove, and other ocean resorts, cost very little in the early beginnings 
{ of these places. Now they are sold at fabuhms sums. Bethany Beach, with its magnificent 
( shore, splendid natural facilities and glorious beginning, promises well for the lot purchaser. ) 

i Write for plan and discriptive catalogue. Address, ~ 
R R. BULGIN, Secretary, 

Delaware Office: Bethany Beach, - 1715 Sanderson Avenue, 
Ocean View, Delaware. Scranton, Penna . 

... ~~--------,-------~ 
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You have heard of Rev. E. B. Bagby, ex°'l~haplain of the House of Representatives. 
Here is what he says in the Clz1istian Evangelist of August 29, 1901 : 

"The visitors at Bethany Beach are saying- many encouraging things d the 
auspicious opening of this new ocean resort. The nine persons who confe,sed 
Christ there thi~ year are, we trust, the first fruits of a great harvest to be reap 
the years to come. The baptism of the candidates in the ocean was a sight 
will never be forgotten by those whc witnessed it. The presentation of a purse o:.. 
money by the visitors to Jacob Walters in recognition of his self-sacrificing labors 
as evangelist and pastor in that section was one of the pleasant features of the 
assembly." 

THE STEAMER ATLANTIC, ON REHOBOTH BAY. 

Mr. c. L. Thurgood, Mrs. C. L. Thurgood and 
R. R. Bulgin at the bow. 

Photo by Rev. Earle Wilfle•;-, 
• New Castle, Pa. 

And with the spirit of prophecy for 1902 the editor of the Standard says in that paper's 
issue of October 26, 1901 : • 

"The promotPr s o,f Bethany Beach have showed laudable enterprise in keeping l' 
their cause befor e the brethren. Last week a whole page of the Standard was taken 

~ 
up in setting forth tr e attractions of the beach and the Assembly, while some of the 
attractive scenes app~ar in the present issue. We predict that a great company _of ) 

the br.r:thren will enjoy the fellows:1]4p of the beach next summer." ") 

J,-..rv-v••.J'v"v·-.../'\..,-------------•----•..J"\.,V'..J"\.,v-fV~ 
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Descriptive 1...1st of Lots Sold and 
Unsold. Names of Purchasers 
are also Given as an Aid to the 
Intending Investors. 

Lot 23. J . Deatrick, Scranton, Pa. 
Lots ll, 11, 13, are for sale. 

BLOCK 4. 
We have just placed on the market 

four 3f "foot lots." These make splen
d id cottage sites, as they are practical-
1:r ocean front lots. Number 12, 14, 16, 
a , '.:' worth $150 each. Terms $15.00 

BLOCK 1. down, $5.00 monthtly. No. 1 is worth 
1. J. Gearhart, Scranton, Pa. $200.00. 
3. J . Gearhart, Scranton, Pa. Purchasers of lots In this block are: 
5. William Matthews, Cameron, Va. :::.0 t 1. John E . Johns, Scranton, Pa. 
7. J. K. Johler, Scranton, Pa. L et 3. John E . Johns, Scranton, Pa. 
9. Stephen Evans, Millville, Del. LN 5. Mrs. A. Rouzie, Hampton Va. 
11. J. 0 . Dimmick, Scranton, Pa. L 1t 7. Rev. W. J. Wright, Washing-
2. J. Gearhart, Scranton, Pa. ton, D. C. . 
4. J. Gearhart, Scranton, Pa. Lo t 9. E. J. Smail, Braddock, Pa. 
6. Geo. Townsend, Millville, Del. L e 11. E. J. Smail, Braddock, Pa. 
8. Geo. Townsend, Millville, Del. Lo · 2. W. P. White, Alleghany, Pa. 
10. J. 0. Dimmick, Scranton, Pa. Lo , 4. W. P. White Alleghany, Pa. 
12. J. 0. Dimmick, Scranton, Pa. Thi block is admirably situated. As 

BLOCK . 2. Betha •Y Beach grows these lots will 
This block, so centrally located, is well becom , more and more valuable. The 

adapted for business sites. Being on nearness to the assembly grounds and 
the line of travel between the assem- to the )Cean will in time bring them in-
bly grounds and the ocean front one can to dem.,.nd. A splendid place to put a 
readily see how, in time, these lots will little n·oney for future increase. We 
be in demand. And it's the demand and offer th\ following lots racing First ave-
situation of Jots that make high values. nt!e fo r .-'J.50.00 each: No. 5, 7, 13, 15, 17. 
We offer lots in this block on Central '.rhese a r ,' level and dry. Lots 6, 8, 10, 
Boulevarde for $200.00. Each inside lot 12, 14, ' acing Second avenue are each 
is 40x125. Terms : $20.00 down and $1.50 40x125 a ::d price $150.00. Terms $15.00 
per week. Those on First avenue are down. L ,lance $5.00 monthly. We ad-
$150.00 ·!ach. 'T'erms, $15.00 down and vise an e~.rly selection. Lot 1 is also on 
• ,,_ r we, '' the marke1 for $200.00. Size 50x125. Be-

~ Lots l Mrs': Ter;uie Holt • j ' 'h ,·.·Pie. ing a corner mai;es it a choice site. 
~. • Del. Lot ::',. , ;' '<at-ose, Washingt, , D. 
" Lots 2:' Wm. Schell, Washington, C. 

r.- D. C. Lot 4. E. H. Bon _ Durant, VVas mg-
• Lots 5. Miss H. E . Burdick, Scranton, ton, D . C. 

':) Pa. BLOCK 6. 
~ Lots 7. W . P. Bentley, Shanghai, This entire block is reserved. 
~ China. BLOCK 7. 

*. Lots 21. C. Century, Chicago, Ill. Here is a splendid opportunity to se-
Lots 23. F. A. Wolfinger, Washing- cure a choice site for a cottage. We 

~ ton, D. C. have just placed upon the market lots 
• BLOCK 3. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16. These lots are 

Very few lots are for sale in this block. 30xll5. The inside lots viz : 4, 68, 12, 14, t. Those fronting on First avenue are re- !6, a~e each $150.00. The corners $200. 
served. Prices of those on Central are Terms 10 per cent. down and balance 

~
- $150.00 each. payable monthly. W e give this advise 
• Terms, $15.00 down and balance paya- from experience. Select at once and re -

ble $5.00 monthly. mit by return mail. These lots will go 
' Lot 1. Chas. Henwood, Scranton, Pa. rapidly. 

~
·• Lot 3. J. V. Jarrett, Washington, P-urchasers of lots in this block are: ~ 

D. C. Lots 1, 3. Mrs. Laura Wheeler, Bal- ,= 
Lot 5. J. V. Jarrett, Washington, . D . t1·more M·' 

~ C.Lot Lot '5_ i. R. Bulgin, Scranton, P.a. ~: 
" 7. Miss Jean McElhany, Johns- Lot 7. Rev. F. D. Power, Washington, ".) 

~
••• town, Pa. Lot 9. Jas. Pickens, Washington, D. 

Lot 15. Emily C. Stumph, Indiana, C. i; 
Pa. Lot 11. C. W. Shelton, ·washington, ,:I 

' . Lot 21. J. Deatrick, Hcranton, Pa.. D. C. • '?i' 

.,.,;~~~ .. ~.,,,, .. ~.,__,.,~~--~.,,,,."-!5'\,., .... ,o~.,__,,,~.,__,,,~.,__,,,~.,,,,. ~~••'-!5\~•·0 
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Bethany 
Beach B 
Delaware. 

A Walk 

Through History 

1901 - 1976 



The Long Haul 

In the old days the trip to Bethany Beach 
from Washington, D.C. or Pittsburgh, Pa. took 
fortitude, grit and patience in the face of up to 
two days of discomfort and even danger. The old 
Bethany Beach Canal, whose loop end (3) is off 
Pennsylvania A venue opposite the foot of First 
Street, is a reminder of the days when the 
cottagers' journey to the beach was mostly by rail 
and waterway. 

Once upon a time the canal's loop was the end 
of the long journey for new arrivals (3A) and for 
many years the site of the old Addy boat house 
(3B) where people could rent rowboats. 

Today the "Loop Canal" is a pleasant place to 
crab and catch minnows from the shore or from a 
boat rowed under the dual highway -- but duck 
your head there! -- to the edge of the Salt Pond. 

But before the Bethany Beach Canal -- in the 
first few summers for the Addys and the Erretts 
and the other cottager First Families of the 
reorganized Improvement Company -- the last 
part of the long journey was even more laborious. 
Then most came through Rehoboth, though later 
as highways were developed, some visitors came 
by rail through Frankford or Dagsboro. 

Let Miss Marjorie Errett, earliest summer 
cottager still living in the area, tell about her first 
trips to the Beach from a Pittsburgh suburb. 

"We came down right after school closed in 
June. Mother would not travel with six children 
on a sleeper, so we took the day trip to Baltimore. 
Without a horse and buggy, we had to walk to our 
little station. We sent a big trunk ahead but 
everybody had to carry something. It was a half 
hour's trip by the Pennsylvania Railroad into 
Pittsburgh where we got off and had to walk 
across the river to the B & 0 station. Father got 
us a pullman and we loved the all-day trip to 

Baltimore. We stayed at a hotel down near the 
docks so that early in the morning we could walk 
to the landing to get the boat across the 
Chesapeake to Love Point." 

On the dock at Baltimore, the Pennsylvania 
voyagers were joined by early cottagers from 
Washington, such as the families of Miss 
Katharine Wilfley, daughter of another Founding 
Father, the Rev. Earle Wilfley, and Mr. Ed 
Steele, grandson of Mr. Philip Steele who came in 
1903. Both still summer in Bethany and Mr. 
Steele lives in Selbyville "off season." 

The Washingtonians would have taken ail 
early-morning train to Baltimore and then a 
horse-drawn bus to the Light Street docks, as Mr. 
Steele recalls. 

At Love Point after the 3 or 4-hour trip across 
the Bay, Miss Wilfley reminisces, "we would 
board a narrow-gauge railroad train for another 3 
or 4-hour trip through the Eastern Shore farming 
country to Rehoboth, right down the main street 
where the park is now, to the station." The old 
station building still stands, just off Rehoboth 
Avenue near the beach. The trip from Love Point 
on Kent Island to Rehoboth was made over the 
tracks of the Queen Anne Railroad. 

Miss Errett recalls that the families from 
Pittsburgh and Washington waited at the station 
for another train bringing people on the main line 
from Philadelphia. "After they arrived we would 
get on a big horse drawn bus that would take us 
back on Rehoboth Avenue to the Lewes-Rehoboth 
Canal. In the earliest days, we got on a little 
wood-burning steamer, the Atlantic, which took us 

THE STEAMER ATLANTIC. ON REHOBOTH BAY. 

down the canal, through Rehoboth and Indian 
River Bays, up White's Creek past where the 
Topside Restaurant is now, to Pennewell's 
Landing (37) -- that was where the Assawoman 
Canal starts from White's Creek. There a 
two-horse bus would be waiting to take us the two 
miles through deep sand to our house on First 



Street. Quite a trip, two full days and we didn't 
get there till the end of the second day.'' 

Or, as Miss Wilfley puts it, "We had arrived! 
After a matter of 12 hours on leaving home in 
Washington, we were at Bethany Beach! No 
wonder, with trips like that in those days, even as 
late as 1913, when we went to Bethany Beach, we 
stayed! '' Exhausted on arrival in the late 
afternoon, the families would promptly go to bed. 

There was a different slant on the trip in the 
brochure of the Bethany Beach Improvement 
Company promoting the sale of stock and lots: 
"Passengers from Washington pay $3.60 for a 
round-trip ticket good ten days, or $5 unlimited. 
There could not be a more picturesque route or a 
shorter one to the ocean." 

These are memories of those who were 
children then. And the parents? After long, 
smoky and dusty train rides, squall-tossed boat 
rides through the shallow inland waterways, and 
the wagons lurching through the sand and dust -
or mud -- to Bethany, and what with seasick 
children, plagues of sand flies and mosquitoes, it 
was little wonder that often on arrival the 
mothers -- according to one of them -- formed "a 
solid unit against imperiling their and their 
children's lives another season, no matter the 
spiritual significance of the summer in our lives." 
But most of them came back again and again. 

One of the first accomplishments of the 
rejuvenated Bethany Beach Improvement Com
pany before the 1903 summer was to build the 
boardwalk along the ocean front with three roofed 
pavilions, and from this walk another to the 
auditorium in the Church Assembly Grounds. Be
fore that time, "there was no Boardwalk but a 
multitude of boardwalks," to quote the reminis
cences of another brother of Miss Errett, the late 
Edwin R. Errett. The pavilions, destroyed and 
rebuilt several times in different locations 
throughout Bethany's history, have been used 

both for family fun and for Town programs such 
as band concerts . At least once the central 
pavilion was the site of the annual Town election. 

The promised railway never came, but in 1907 
the Improvement Company, led by Mr. Addy 
dredged the Bethany Beach Canal to the Beach 
from the old Assawoman Canal (then called the 
U.S. Government Canal). 

The new Bethany Beach Canal permitted 
travelers to come all the way to the Beach in one 
boat ride from Rehoboth. A shallow-draft 
motorboat, the Allie May, replaced the old 
steamer Atlantic for the last leg of the journey. 
"Often," Miss Wilfley remembers, "the boat was 
so heavily loaded, we youngsters could dip our 
hands and feet in the water as we chugged along 
across Rehoboth Bay, Indian River Bay and the 
canals." 

They chugged up the l ½-mile-long ditch, 
which still holds water though it's hardly 
navigable, to the loop at the foot of First Street, 
cut so the Allie May could turn around for the 
return voyage. It was a short walk for the 
cottagers between the boat landing at the end of 
the loop and their summer homes in the nearby 
streets. 



The Assawoman Canal is the western 
boundary of Bethany Beach, while the northern 
line follows the Bethany Beach Canal from the 
Assa woman east almost to the dual highway, then 
to Fifth Street and east on that street to the 
beachfront. 

As they breathed new life into the "suspended 
animation" of 1901 Bethany Beach, the six 
businessmen -- church lay leaders who founded 
the abiding summer settlement of the Beach, put 
their families and their cottages where their 
promotions were. Built in 1902-03, five of these six 
sturdy cottages still stand -- one in another part of 
town, moved because of a cloud on the land title. 

The four houses still to be seen are those of 
the Erretts (still in the family) and, next door, of 
the Kidd Family (4, 5) on the north side of First 
Street (the 3rd and 2nd houses west of Atlantic 
Avenue); the Addy house (6), behind the Kidd 
house on the south side of Second Street, and the 
Latimer house (7) on Second, east of Atlantic. 

The two that are gone were the Dinkers' 
house (8), which was moved across the highway 
(36) and the Cramblets' (9), which was 
storm-damaged and pulled down. A second 
Dinker cottage, built a little later at Atlantic and 
First, survives (8A). 
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Oriole, Elethany Beach, Del. 
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