THIS DEED, Made this -5/ day of  epcriid s

in the year of our LORD one thousand nine hundred and six6§~eight.
BETWEEN: TPEESTON C., TOWNSERD and RACHEL M. TOWNSEND, his wife;

LYLA T, SAVOY, widow; EDITH T. TUBBS, widow; MILDRED E. TOWNSEND, widow;

ELEANOR T. CROWLEY and JOSEPH J. CROWLEY, her husband; JOHN G. TOWNSEND IT and

DONNA H., TOWNSEND, his wife; DAISY R. TOWNSEND, widow; JEANETTE T. BROPHY and

RAY BROPHY, her husband; DIANE T. BOURLAND, divorced; PETER TOWNSEND and
i NANCY M. TOWNSEND, his wife; XX3 ! i
of the first part,

FARGEN all parties

—— AND —

- SELBYVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY of Selbyville, Delaware 19975,
party of the second part.

WITNESSETH, That the said pérties of the first part, for and in consideration
of the sum of ©One Dollar ($l.00) and other good and
valuable considerations, Current Lawful Money of the United States of America,
the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hereby grant and convey unto the
said party of the second part, its successors or assigns:

X x Kk KX Tract No. 1 — ALL THAT CERTAIN tract, piece or parcel of land lying

EZQ‘ o and being situated in Baltimore Hundred, Sussex County and State of Delaware,

23 Z described as follows, toswit: BEGINNING on the west side of the main road

é%: o leading from Frankford to Berlin at an ocak fence post in the southeast corner

éjé; :2 of Isaiah J; Brasures lot thence along said road South seventeen (17) degrees

LBE‘(%"{\:‘-‘; East seventy—eight (78) feet to a chestnut stob; thence South sixty-three and

= -

Eff C=§§ seven-eights (63 7/8) degrees West two hundred thirty-nine and a half (239 1/2)

sgfi @ feet to another chestnut stob; thence North twenty-three and one-fourth £3 1/4)
?5§? % : degrees West seventy-eight (78) feet to a cypress post in the Southwest corner
ST E of Isaiah J. Brasures lot; thence along said lot North sixty-four and one-

fourthigu 1/1) degrees Bast two hundred and forty-seven 247 feet to the place
of beginning, the same being a part of Lot No. One kl) as given in deed to
Sarah A. Baker from Samuel C, S. Davis and others bearing date of the {ifth of
February in the year of our Lord Eightegp Hundred Eighty One fﬂ. D: 1881) con-

taining seventy {70) perches twenty-two (22) square yards and six {6) square
feet more or less.

K ouent g &«

BEING the same land conveyed to John G. Townsend, Jr. by deed of
Thomas T. Rogers and Maggie J. Rogers, his wife, dated July 18, 1903and filed
for record in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds, in and for Sussex County,
at Georgetown, in Deed Record No. 145, page 101.

Tract No. 2 — ALL that piece or parcel of land lying and being
situated in the town of Selbyville, County of Sussex and State of Delaware

LAY OFFICES

TUNNELL & RAYSOR aforesaid and lying on the west side of Main Street of said town, further de-
cronaTown, BEL i scribed as follows, to-wit: BEGINNING at a stob in the western edge of Main
Street, aforesaid, the same being a corner for the land of the aforesaid gran-

Jm tors and the grantee to this indenture and running by and with said street ten




LAW OFFICES

NNELL & RAYSOR
EQRGETOWM, DEL.

(10) feet; thence making an angle of ninety-six degreesl(96) and thirty-six
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(36) minutes with the said street looking North; thence by and with the line
of the grantors two hundred and thirty-eight (238) feet to the Southwestern

corner of the lot of the grantee; thence to the place of beginning on the street

containing one hundred and thirty-two (132) square yards, be the same more or
less.

BEING the same land conveyed to John G. Townsend, Jr. by deed of
Thomas T. Rogers and Maggie J, Rogers, his wife, dated August 28, 1906 and
filed for record in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds, in and for Sussex
County, at Georgetown, in Deed Record NO. 157, page 291;

Tract No. 3 - ALL THAT said piece, parcel or tract of land lying and
being situate in the Town of Selbyville, in Baltimore Hundred, Sussex County an
otate of Delaware, being bounded and described as follows, to-wit: BEGINNING
at the West corner of a lot of land formerly of John E. Davis and running in a
Southerly direction 138 feet to the line of lands formerly of the Hrs. of
Annanias Chandler; thence with the same 168 feet to other lands formerly of
John E. Davis; thence with the same in a Northerly direction 146 feet to Street
in said Town of Selbyville; thence with the same in an Basterly direction 163
feet home to the place of beginning, containing one-half acre of land, be the
same more or less, this tract formerly being the school house lot.

BEING the same land conveyed to Jno. G. Townsend, Jr. by deed of
Levin C, Murray and Bettie Murray, his wife, dated October 11, 1909 and filed
for record in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds, in and for Sussex County,
at Georgetown, in Deed Record No. 173, page 73.

Tract No. 4 — ALL THAT CERTAIN tract, piece or parcel of land situ-
ated in the Town of Selbyville, County of Sussex and State of Delaware, de-
scribed as follows, to-wit: BEGINNING at a certain iron stob in the northern
edge of Senator formerly Hanceck Sireet running North twenty-seven 12?) degrees
West two hundred thirty-nine and one fourth’(239 1/4) feet to the Southern edge
of Church Street along the line of Frank H; Simpler's lot; thence along the
said Church Street North sixty—three_(63) degrees, East seveniy-five (75} feet
to 2 ditch; thence along said ditch South twenty-seven 12?) degrees, East two
hundred thirty-nine and one fourth‘(239 1/4) feet to the Northern edge of the
aforesaid Senator or Hancock Sireet; thence along sgid Strget seventy~five

‘(?5) feet to the place of beginning, containing sixty-five (65) perches and
eight 18) square yards, ‘be the same more or Tess.

BEING the same land conveyed to John G, Townsend, Jr. by deed of
Tra T, Hamblin and Lizzie Hamblin, his wife, dated Octdber 29, 1909 and filed
for record in the O0ffice of the Recorder of Deeds, in and for Sussex County,
at Georgetown, in Deed Record No. 173, page 7.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said parties of the first part have hereunto set
their hands and seals, the day and year aforesaid.

Signed, Sealed and Delivered
in the presence of:

V‘“’Z)—:Mj:’ C Ny (op s gt (SEAL)

Preston C. Townsend

‘/Zc;{«c/ LID . */ s rh."ﬂk( (SEAL)

Rachel M. Townsend

. 1 /—)él’l”“ 'tsmﬂ

fLyla T. Savoy J

.:"'-{KL;_K/:’- j f‘)—{,c Ll (suaL)

Edith T. Tubbs

p/<§:V\Js;\Ak, . —ﬁ{? AL V\,q,ﬂﬁgﬁ(SEﬂL

Mildred E. Townsend

/ﬁfpfd’w// Ooda&“é")’ (SEAL)

Eleanor T. Crowley L
TGyt ( -+ (SEAL]
K/Jpsep :L Crollew /
g );‘;ﬁ“(qé,, (SEAL]
w'://J,E;hn G Townsgnd 11 .
/ 1 Kd'—vw wyéy Q.EZ:LL/’ ,{[\'?SEAL‘

Donna H. Townsend
p . /:) -
A (Doneaceg - ('MIM A i (SEAL

Daisy' R, ounsqﬂ§>
@\K\\f %- \W(Aﬁ(l)ﬁ | (SEAL]

Jeanetie 3 |
w F\Lk/\ T (SEAL]

:FBI‘ ophy

~_ Ahour ﬁ&m}r . o (s

Diane T. Bourlan

A (SEAL)

Peter Townsend

v R . -
oy, (SEAL)
Nancy M Townsend -
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STATE OF /AKX
COUNTY OF Alecenci

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this 3/ day of Clees
in the year of our LORD, one thousand nine hundred and sixty-eight @Efsonally
came before me, The Subscriber, a Notary Public for the State and County
aforesaid, PRESTON C. TOWNSEND and RACHEL M. TOWNSEND, his wife, parties to
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<. this Indenture known to me personally to be such, and they acknowledged this

_?\if~“{hﬁenture to be their Deed,
K ”'_-‘. ﬁﬁ;ﬁ\:f&! GIVEN under my Hand and Seal of Office, the day and year aforesaid}
S teaT o e
BRI I = ' r‘/ée’-zz»nm
ol e e Notawy Public y/P
z'!r,{ 1 Pc I'?'.C'
“STATE OF =X
COUNTY OF Alwsri/n

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this 3/ day of ddess
in the year of our LORD, one thousand nine hundred and sixty—eigég personally
a._came before me, The Subscriber, a Notary Public for the State and County

:ﬂﬁiﬁgforesaid, LYLA T, SAVOY, widow, party to this Indenture known to me personally

. ooRY
¢ SN l.i? ;;Etb;be such, and she acknowledged this Indenture to be her Deed.
PRRSEITINN MEN- GIVEN under my Hand and Seal of Office, the day and year aforesaidl
STATE OF 4K
COUNTY oF Aeewsl
BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this __ 3/ day of vy
in the year of our LORD, one thousand nine hundred and sixtyneightdz;rsonally
~ came before me, The Subscriber, a Notary Public for the State and County
“ aforesaid, EDITH T. TUBBS, widow, party to this Indenture known to me personally
7yt0 be such, and she acknowledged this Indenture to be her Deed.,
oA (5%,? GIVEN under my Hand and Seal of Office, the day and year aforesaigd.
SERSR :

N starE op At

COUNTY OF AW'?L

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this 37 day of (Bewvy
in the year of our LORD, one thousand nine hundred and sixty-eight ﬁg;ﬁonally
came before me, The Subscriber, a Notary Public for the State and County
aforesaid, MILDRED E. TOWNSERD, widow, party to this Indenture known tc me
. +§. personally to be such, and she acknowledged this Indenture to be her Deed,

LAwW oFFlcES -+, M7

URNELL & ‘RAYSOR. I o, .
CESRGETOWN,\mEL, | i "
Loy a3 |

Notary Public

1f_':' i
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BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this 3 day of Aﬁa,u-
in the year of our LORD, one thousand nine hundred and sixty—eigﬁ£ personally
came before me, The Subscriber, a Notary Public for the State and County
aforesaid, ELRANOR T. CROWLEY and JOSEPH J. CROWLEY, her husband, parties to
this Indenture known to me personally to be such, and they acknowledgal this
Indenture to be their Deed.

GIVEN under my Hand and Seal of Office, the day and year aforesaid

hopre oz

STATE oF Luid
counry oF depaiss

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this é day of
in the year of our LORD, one thousand nine hundred and sixty-eight personally
came before.me, The Subscriber, a Notary Public for the State and County
aforesaid, JOHN G, TOWNSEND 11 and DONNA H. TOWNSEND, his wife, parties to

this Indenture Mmown to merpersonally to be such, and they ackmowledged this

ilﬁﬁIndenture to be their Deed,

GIVEN under my Hand and Seal of Office, the day and year aforesaid

| 074 4t 2

Aotary Pablic

STATE oF At

COUNTY OF /wa-’%

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this 3¢ day of Clecs
in the year of our LORD, one thousand nine hundred and sixty-eight

rsonally
came before me, The Subscriber, a Notary Public for the State and County
aforesaid, DAISY R. TOWNSEND, widow, party to this Indenture known to me
personally to be such, and she acknowledged this Indenture to be her Deed.

.

GIVEN under my Hand and Seal of Office, the day and year aforesaid

f PURCHASL‘S REPORT MADE
: ' This e day of
L Board of Asszssmani af Sussidx Couniy

Sy ek, Conl




RECEIVED
AMES " D TERIR

tr 23 4 27 PHY'B81ndenture wnown to me personally to be such, and they ackmowledged this In-

)

)t fyune ‘1!--. ‘.h“.i'n

by

§
li
AF

................

-

- nciaforesaid JEANETTE T. BROPHY and RAY BROPHY, her husband, parties to this

UmﬁimﬂhﬁpﬁrfDEu GIVEN under my Hand and Seal of Office, the day and year aforesaid
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statE oF Oed
COUNTY OF dicwsl

BE TT REMEMBERED, That on this / day of /o
in the year of our LORD, one thousand nine hundred and sixty-eight personally

came before me, The Subscriber, a Notary Public for the State and County

}Indenture known to me personally to be such, and they acknowledged this Inden-
--ture to be their Deed,

GIVEN under my Hand and Seal of Office, the day and year aforesaidl

STATE OF /72 éferstcoc)
COUNTY OF (o7 ): (e

BR IT REMEMBERED, That on this A% day of /é}g‘.
in the year of our LORD, one thousand nine hundred and sixty~eight personally
came before me, The Subscriber, a Notary Public for the State and County
aforesaid, DIANE T. BOURLAND, divorced, party tc this Indenture known to me
persconally to be such, and she acknowledged this Indenture to be her Deed,

GIVEN under my Hand and Seal of Office, the day and year aforesaidl

AL 5 S st

\  Notary Public

RACHEL A, VARDELL
finlary Pullig
Siale ot e

STATE OF (g,;( it e gy :
COUNTY OF (7ot sz gt I % s Ui

......................
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LLITY.

Cerrt it Lo
BE IT REMEMBERED, That on thig o fsyirss Lo &y‘%’i" 24@7‘

in the year of our LORD, one thousand nine thousand and sixty-eight personally
came before me, The Subscriber, a Notary Public for the State and County
aforesaid, PETER TOWNSEND and NANCY M.  TOWNSEND, his wife, parties to this

Lge ulu'ﬂ,’ H
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INTRODUCTION

It is difficult to imagine in this era of superhighways and multicar ownership that it was not long
ago when people traveled and shipped goods by horse, rail, or boat. The few roads that existed
were often dirt and gravel, or thick mud in bad weather, poorly maintained, and rutted by wheels
from early motorized vehicles.

Up until 1920, the average working man’s salary was less than $1,500 a year. Automobiles were
handmade, piece by piece and one vehicle at a time. They could cost $3,000 to $10,000. Henry
Ford institutionalized the assembly line method of automobile manufacturing, and his Model T
Ford sold for less than $300. Vehicular ownership rose. Motorists and bicyclists organized and
petitioned legislatures for better roads and more surface transportation routes, what historians
have called the “Good Roads Movement.” The U.S. Congress responded with the creation of
the Bureau of Public Roads and then the Federal Highway Administration. The agencies began
as part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture but eventually fell under the U.S. Department
of Transportation.

Thomas Coleman du Pont, great-grandson of the DuPont Company’s founder, Eleuthére Irénée
du Pont, was an early proponent of the automobile. He was a native of Kentucky and graduated
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1885 as a civil engineer. He returned to
Kentucky and soon rose to superintendent of the Central Coal and Iron Company. He spent
time in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, with a company that made street railway cars. By the age of
37, T. Coleman du Pont had made a fortune in coal, steel, insurance, and commercial real estate.
In 1902, the centennial year of the DuPont Company’s founding as a gunpowder manufacturer
along the Brandywine River in Wilmington, the family business was almost sold to a competitor.
T. Coleman, along with cousins Pierre S. du Pont and Alfred 1. du Pont, took control of the
company. But T. Coleman du Pont hadn’t forgotten his love of the automobile, nor his realization
that Delaware roads, particularly downstate, were primitive at best. T. Coleman du Pont offered
to build a “Grand Boulevard” the length of Delaware at no cost to the public and then donate
the road to the state. He felt a hard-surface road was necessary to spur economic growth and
prosperity and would especially benefit the farmers of Kent and Sussex Counties, who had only
the monopoly of the railroads available to ship their produce. To fulfill his aspirations, T. Coleman
achieved legislative approval on March 31, 1911, to create a road construction company with
the initial capital stock of $200,000. He was quoted in 1912 as saying, “Nothing can do more
good than money spent in building or improving roads in the United States.” Starting in Sussex
County in 1911, T. Coleman personally supervised the first 30 miles of a two-lane concrete road
that would bear his name.

Despite T. Coleman du Pont’s best intentions, there was opposition, naturally, from railroad
companies that saw the road as infringing on their business and political factions who believed
T. Coleman was building the road for personal gain. There was even resistance from some
farmers who felt the road was an “invasion” of their land. To quell opposition, T. Coleman offered
property owners up to five times the assessed value of their property for a right-of-way, and in

7



1917, he agreed to turn the project over to the newly created Delaware Highway Department.
Yet T. Coleman continued to fund the project up to $44,000 per mile. He eventually paid almost
$4 million of his own money.

T. Coleman du Pont truly believed those with means should contribute to the betterment of
society: “I realized that the first essential for the development of our little State is a well laid out
system of highways traversing all the sections of the State. It was obvious from the beginning
that the backbone of such a system must be a main north and south highway.”

While other philanthropists started schools, libraries, parks, and hospitals, T. Coleman du
Pont stated, “I will build a monument a hundred miles high and lay it on the ground.” He was
close. The two-lane concrete highway that bore Coleman du Pont’s name measured 96.7 miles.
The highway was on Delaware’s map as Route 13 between Dover and Wilmington and as Route
113 between Dover and Selbyville at the state’s southern border with Maryland. The Coleman
DuPont Road was officially dedicated and given to the citizens of Delaware by Coleman du Pont
during a ceremony held in Dover on July 2, 1924.

As a member of the original commission appointed by Gov. John Townsend, Coleman du Pont
was also the first to realize that traffic on Delaware’s highways was destined to approach in speed
and volume that of the railroads. He had the courage and patience, despite opposition, to plan and
construct the DuPont Highway with provisions for the future. With a right-of-way planned in many
sections of 200 feet and bypassing all towns, and with curves and grades adequate for high-speed
traffic, the highway after its first 20 years compared favorably with most modern superhighways
of the early 20th century. DELDOT and the State of Delaware are left with his legacy of design
and construction standards in solving and improving transportation issues of the state.

In 1927, the chief engineer for the Delaware State Highway Department, C. Douglass Buck,
recommended reducing traffic congestion by expanding the Coleman DuPont Road into a dual
highway between Dover and Wilmington, two lanes northbound and two lanes southbound with
a grassy median in between, a common sight today but innovative at the time. When completed
in 1934, the span between Dover and Wilmington became the country’s first divided highway
and a model for all highway construction since. It was also innovative in that it was the first
thoroughfare laid near towns, not through them, in an effort to minimize downtown traffic.

By 1940, trucking had taken over as a main source for shipping Delaware’s agricultural products,
and the DuPont Highway was the principle route taken. In that year, over a million crates of
poultry carrying over 19 million fowl, over 2 million bushels of potatoes, over 200,000 bushels
of peaches, and almost a million crates of strawberries were hauled on the DuPont Highway. In
one day, over 35,000 vehicles traveled the highway and carried more than 100,000 people. It
was estimated that almost one-eighth of employed Delawareans had a dependence or business
relationship with the DuPont Highway on a daily basis.

However, the DuPont Highway became a victim of its own success. Less than a decade after its
dedication, the corridor had to be expanded to accommodate safety and the increase in automobile
traffic. Ultimately, the road corridor led to business and housing development that absorbed all
the land around it and created busy intersections. Senior Delawareans remember the highway as
the main route to Delaware’s beaches and how long a trip to sun and sand could take with the
highway’s congestion, varying speed limits, and numerous traffic signals. A new turnpike with
limited access was needed.

State Road Route 1 was constructed between 1991 and 2004 and has surpassed the DuPont
Highway in traffic volume and, in a few locations, caused segments of the DuPont Highway to
be rerouted or abandoned. What is left of the DuPont Highway often parallels or crosses beneath
Route 1 bridges and now resembles a local road, used by those who wish to travel at a slower pace,
be nostalgic, or by commuters and beachgoers wishing to avoid the Route 1 tolls.






BRIEF HISTORY OF SELBVYILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY

The idea for a library in Selbyville was conceived in 1931 by several women who were members
of the Selbyville Community Club, an affiliate of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs. The
idea became reality when a collection of 22 books from the State Traveling Library arrived on
Aprl 21, 1932. The books were placed in the club room at Redmen’s Hall. Club volunteers
opened the room to the public every Friday afternoon from 4 - 5 p.m.

The next step in the library saga was to raise $225 in order to qualify for state aid. The Club
raised the money by newspaper and magazine subscriptions, “Kitchen Kraft” dinner and private
donations over a five-year period. With this accomplished, the Selbyville Free Public Library
opened on February 19, 1937, with approximately 1,000 volumes.

During the 1930s and ‘40s, the library continued to operate on “Library Day” which was Friday
afternoons at Redmen’s Hall. Then, in the late 1940s, the library was moved to a Sunday School
room at Salem United Methodist Church. Hours were increased and a person was hired to help
run the library.

In 1966, the family of the late U.S. Senator John G. Townsend, Jr., donated his home at

11 McCabe St. for the housing of the library. In 1990, the first floor of the home was renovated
fo include a meeting room, reading room and a small museum dedicated to the memory of
Senator Townsend. The renovation also included a new wing which now contains the library’s
collection of 28,000 books.

The Selbyville Community Club continued to be an important supporter of the library, This
included volunteering to read for “Story Hour” which began in the 1960s and donating of money.
In 1084, they were instrumental in forming the Friends of the Selbyville Public Library, which
were very successful in raising funds for the expansion of the library building.

Today the library is operated by a staff of two full-time and 2 part-time employees. Besides its
comprehensive book collection, it also has available 400 videos with an accent on children’s and
educational titles, 250 audio books, several dozen magazines, local, state and national
newspapers. In 1997, the library joined the Sussex County Hollinet system which allows library
cardholders to electronically access the card catalogs of libraries throughout the county and the
state, to conduct research on the Internet, and to utilize a large magazine database. Services at
the library include Storytime, crafts and entertainment for children, computers for word
processing, FAX, and copy machine. The meeting room is used for book discussions, group
meetings, lectures and workshops.
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The public is invited to a

Celebration of the

John G. Townsend, Jr., Building
with
A Dedication of Its Historical Marker
and the Book Signing of

Clearing New Ground:
The Life of John G. Townsend, Jr.

By Richard Carter

sunday, February 24, 2002, 2 - 4 p.m.

Selbyville Public Library
11 Main & McCabe Sts.
Selbyville, DE 19975
302-436-8195



Please join the Selbyville Public Library
ina
Celebration of the
Jobn G. Townvsend, Jr., Building
with
A Dedication of Its Historical Marker

and
The presentation of the publication of

Clearing New Ground,
the bisgraphy of Jobn G. Towneend, Jr.
by Richar? Carter

Sunday, February 24, 2002, 2 - 4 p.m.

Selbryville Public Library
11 Main 3 McCabe Sty.
Selbyville, Delaware 19975

302-436-8195
Book signing by author

Unveiling of Historwal Marker
Ruossell McCabe, Delaware Public Archives

Refreshments by the Friends



Ao Selbyville Public Library

o | BIEYYFTS 11 Main & MecCabe Streets
;g e A - P.O. Box 739
oo T B PRI~ Selbyville, DE 19975
it T e 302-436-8195
FAX 302-436-1508

1. __S __ELL....

January 31. 2002

For immediate release

Contact: Lynn Massey, Director
302-436-8195

RENOVATION PROJECT LAUNCHED AT SELBYVILLE LIBRARY
WITH HISTORICAL MARKER & TOWNSEND BIOGRAPHY

A confluence of events will take place on Sunday, February 24, from
2 -4 p.m. when the Selbyville Public Library celebrates its “old house,” the 98-
year-old former home of John G. Townsend, Jr. The celebration will befgin with
the dedication of its historical marker commemorating the life of Townsend, a
former Delaware governor (1917-1921) and U. S. Senator (1929-1941). A book
signing will algso take place with the introduction of a new edition of Clearing New
Ground: the Life of John G. Townsend, Jr. by Richard B. Carter. The library is
also launching its fundraising campaign to renovate the building that forms part of
the library. The celebration is open to the public and the Friends of the library will -
serve refreshments.

Russell McCabe, Administrator of the Delaware Historical Marker

- Program, of the Delaware Public Archives, will make the presentation of the
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bronze historical marker. Sen. George H. Bunting, Jr., sponsored the selection
of the marker for the Selbyville building.

Clearing New Ground was originally published in 1983 as a limited
edition hardback. Carter's new edition has been updated and is now available in
a softcover and hardcover version.

The arrival of the marker and book has coincided with the beginning of an
effort by the library’s commissioners to raise $§00,000 in order to renovate and
remodel the library. The Townsend home was built in 1904 and was given to the
library after Towngend's death in 1964. This portion of the library contains
meeting and reading rooms, a small museum and offices. The building needs
new siding, trim, windows, roof and heating system,

An addition, built in 1990, holds the library’s coliections of books,
magazines, videos, audios and circulation desk. Due to the growth and changes
in the population of the area, this portion of the library needs to be remodeled in
order to serve the community better. It also needs a new heating and air
conditioning system.

For information conceming this event, call 302-436-8195.

At
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anew library on a new site, remod-
eling another existing building and
— the consultant’s least favorite —
remodel the Townsend building.

“Nobody really wanted to tear
the building down,” Massey said.
“We felt this buil ling had so much
history, so much heritage. We just
had to find a way to work with it,”
Massey said.

To begin that process. the library
board has applied for $55900 in
state matching funds. It has also
hired a fundraising coordinator and
a grant writer, using $25,000 in
state funds it has already received
for plamning the project. Massey
Laid.

The next phase will be the recon-
figuration of the building, which is
currently arranged basically as it
was when the Townsends lived in
it. For that, the library board will
seek $190.000 in state funds to
match money which will be raised
by the community and through
grants.

While the board had initially
considered expanding the building.
Massey said at this point. it’s
unclear whether that will be feasi-
ble financially. Preliminary esti-

mates for simply remodeling the
building run between $750,000 and
$1.2 million, she said.

The project comes at a time
when the Townsend house is
receiving more attention than
usual, "due to the re-release of
Carter’s 1984 book and the Feb. 24
dedication of a historical marker by
the Delaware Public Archives.

The marker was unveiled by
Townsend’s great-grandson John
G. “Roger” Townsend and his fam-
ily, who live in Rehoboth Beach.

The Delaware Heritage
Commission. which published
*Clearing New Ground,” is donat-
ing $5 from the cost of each book
sale to the library for its remodel-
ing project, Massey said. The
books are available at the library
hardback versions of the 644-page
book cost $25 and | aperback ver-
sions cost $15, and they can be
ordered through the Delaware
Heritage Commission’s Web site,
www.state.de.us/heritage/govs.htn.

Since its first publication in
1984, the book has been improved
with, ameng other thing , the addi-
tion of an index.

The house itself has become “an
icon for the town.” Massey said. Its
architecture is described as “colo-
nial revival,” mostly because of the
columns that grace its front porch.

Wave Photo Submitted

THE UNVEILING — Relatives of John G. Townsend Jr. unveil the historical marker in front of the
Selbyville Home Feb. 24. Shown, from left, are Jennifer, Max, John G. “Roger” and Sam
Townsend. Roger Townsend is the late governor and U.S. Senator’s great-grandson.

It appears today much as it did
when the Townsend family lived
there with the exception of the
removal of some ornamental
woodwork, and of course, the 1990
addition. A small balcony remains
on the third floor, which had been
where the Townsend boys’ bed-
room was.

The original home is believed to
have cost $4.000 to build. Carter
said in the book that Townsend
probably saved money because
materials for the home came from
his own lumber mill, at minimal
cost.

Now, the library board is
attempting to keep up that tradi-

tion. by making the best use of the
materials at its disposal. “We want
to be fiscally respon ible and yet
make this something that" ‘going to

-work,” Massey said.

Reach Kerin Magill at 537-1881,
ext. 108, or kmagill@smgpo.gan-
nett.comi.



Briefly

Historical marker honors

John Townsend Jr.

The Delaware Public Archives
has announced the dedication of a
state historical marker commermn-
orating the life and achievements
of John G. Townsend Ir. A cere-
mony iy planned for 2 p.m., Sun-
day, Feb. 24, at the Selbyville
Public Library, on the corner of
Main and MecCabe streets. The
marker identification will be in
conjunction with the Sussex
County rclease of Richard
Carter’s “Clearing New Ground:
The Life of John G. Townsend
Jr..” a publication of the Delaware
Heritage Commission. The book
will be availble for purchase from
210 4 p.m. The event will also
signal the beginning of a cam-
paign to raise funds to preserve
and renovate the library building.
All interested parties are invited
o attend. For information, con-
tact Russ McCabe, Delaware
Public Archives at 302-744-5049.
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