














J 

it
. 
had remained a part of the An-

glican Church. At the onset of the 
American Revolution, Delaware 
had 29 Presbyterian churches, 12 
• 1:,. nglic.an churches, 12 Quaker 
meeting houses, one Lutheran 
church and one Baptist church. By 
the mid- I 780s there were 20 
Methodist churches in Delaware 
and numerous other meeting 
places frequented by itinerant cir
cuit riders such as Francis Asbury. 
Methodist Bishop Thomas Coke 
and Asbury formally established 
the Methodist Episcopal denomi
nation in America after a 1784 
meeting at Barratt's Chapel near 
Frederica and a conference at Bal
timore. Delaware became known 
as '.'The Cradle of Methodism." 
and the population of Methodists 
quickly grew. 

As McCabe explained: "The 
Methodists brought social reform 
to America. They spearheaded 
many lifestyle changes during the 
first 30-40 years of America's in
dependence. Methodists were re
sponsible for bringing an end to 
debtors' prisons in Delaware. 
They convinced General Assem
bly to allow everybody a vote, . 
whether they were rich or poor. 
And they brought about a public 
desire to help those less fortu
nate.". 

McCabe noted that Methodists 
achieved many of these reforms 
by b�£Qming very active in stal'e 
a�p lo.c_�l-governmenLSi11� 
1776, more than three quarte"rs of 
all Delaware's governors have 
been Methodists. 

"Methodists were hard workers, 
.,,-,,·!�l)d,met1fGl\�r�P. hope-and for�

.,.....,.._.. ..,.., 1.1 u ...,..._, J '"-'""-' o, VAJ--'iU.11.1\,,U J.V.ll.,-

Cabe. 
"A whole lot of expensive tim

bers and bricks sat unused and de
teriorating on the new Federnl 
Street lot, until Rev. Robert W . 
Todd came to town and saw a 
need to revive the effort and finish 
construction." 

But that revival task got off to a 
slow start as the new reverend en
_countered the stubborn traditional 
forces opposed to a new church. 
After a summer of uncertainty, the 
congregation fell in line behind 
Rev. Todd and pitched in on the 
b"uilding effort.  The second 
Goshen Church opened in 1879. 

Outgrowing the second church, 
the Milton congregation in 1961 
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THE OLD CHURCH 1802-1879 

Pastors of the Old Church 

Rev. E<lward Page . 1821-1822 
Rev Asa Smith . 

.. 

. 1823-1824 
Rev. Alonza White . 1825-1826 
Re,·. Mr. Torbert. . 1827-
Rev. )ohn Bane 1828-1829 
Re\'. Billy Barnes . . lfl30-1831 
Rev_. Daniel Lamden . 1832-1833 
Rev-. John Bussy . . 1834-1835 
Rev•. James Houston 183.'i-
Re"- Mr. Ames . . . . 1836-1837 

. Re�-. Arthur Milby . 1838 1839 
Rev. Jeremiah Pasterfield . 1840-1842 
R�v. Mr. Morell . 1842-1844 
Rev. John Hazzard . 1844-1846 
RP.v. John Watson . 1846-1847 
Rev. Daniel Carsons . 184::'-1849 
Rev. J. C. Pancoast . 1850 1851 
Rev. Q. D. Kempt . 1852-1853 
Rev. J Hough . 1854-1855 
Rev. J. Gracy . 1856-1858 
Rev. Mr. McClary . 1858-1860 
Revs. Wh,·th & Tricketts . . 1861 1862 
Re�- Joseph Dare . . . 1863-1864 
Re\". \V. B. Walton . 1865-1866 
Rev. W \V. Re<lman· . 1867 
Rev. G. W. Burke . 1868-
Rev. W. Merrel . l 869-1870 
R,v. W. P. Davis . . 1871-1872 
R�L E. E. White . . 1873 1874 
R�v. John Smith . . 187 5 1876 

� Rev. Rohert 'fodd . . 1877-1878 
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