























































































































































































































THE CHURCHES OF DELAWARE

FRANK R. ZEBLEY

Author of “Along the Brandywine”

A history, in brief, of the nearly 900 churches
and former churches in Delaware as

located by the Author.

1947




Lawsonia A. M, E. Zion Church was located in Piney Neck. The church
site was donated, on Feb. 10, 1896, by Thomas B. Riggin. It has since become
defunct,

Antioch A. M. E. Church is located one-half mile north of Frankford. It
was established in 1856 when the old church of the Antioch Methodist, white
congregation, was purchased and occupied. They took title to the property on
Aug. 4, 1857, upon payment of $70.00, On Feb. 28, 1890, one acre of land,
forming the present church site, was purchased from Millard F. Murray and a
new church was built. The old church was sold and moved to a site on the
Highway below Frankford where it is now used as a dwelling, There is a large
campmeeting ground beside the church where enthusiastic annual meetings
are held. Electric lighting has replaced the old fire-stands. On Sun. morning,
Aug. 15, 1943, fire of undetermined origin broke out in one of the cottages.
Whipped by a high wind, the fire spread to other cottages and to the church.
In spite of the efforts of six fire companies.the church and ten cottages were
completely destroyed.

A new building was erected and was occupied in the early summer of
1946. The corner-stone was laid on July 26, 1946 by the Rev. G. M. Purnell,
the pastor. The church was dedicated in the fall of 1946.

Frankford Presbyterian Church was organized in 1875, when meetings
were held in the schoolhouse. Land on Reed St. was purchased on Mar. 18,
1880, from John T. Reed. The church was built in 1880. It was arranged to
hold the dedication services on Oct. 30, 1881. The church was incorporated on
Sept. 11, 1894. Land on Thatcher St. was purchased on Mar. 23, 1904, from
Mary A. Long.

Frankford Methodist Church (M.E.) was originally located in a woods
about one-quarter mile n. e. of the John M. Clayton School on land now owned
by Everett Long.

This site was purchased on Apr. 10, 1819, from Joshua Robinson at a cost
of $14.3714. The trustees were Arthur Williams, David Hazzard, Stephen Ellis,
John Hazzard and Percy Pool. The lot measured 78 sq. poles and was part of a
large tract known as “Security.” The trustees agreed to erect an M. E. church
immediately which they did. This church was known as “Old Zion" and as
“Antioch.” The church was incorporated as "Antioch” on Mar. 4, 1820. The
road upon which the church faced took the name of Antioch Road.

- When it was decided to build a new church in Frankford, the old church
property was sold to a negro congregation who took the name “Antioch
A. M. E. Church.” '

The church site, in Frankford, was purchased on Nov. 20, 1852, from
Jonathan Carey. The corner-stone of the new church was laid on Aug. 28, 1853,
When the new church was completed, it was named the “Frankford M. E.
Church.” In 1880, extensive repairs were made and the spire was added. Addi-
tional land was purchased on June 27, 1881, from Jos. S.. Carey. Repairs were
made in 1901, and, in 1916, an ell containing a Sunday School room was added.
There is a graveyard beside the church. The earliest legible tombstone inscrip-
tion is dated 1868.

The Church of God at Frankford was organized in May, 1940 and they
meet in Odd Fellows’ Hall, '

Grace P, E. Chapel, at Baltimore Mills, was located three-quarters of a
mile north of Omar close to Lamb’'s Woods. This chapel was built to take the
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6" and French Sts. and in December 1852 completed building on present site. Then known as
Seventh Street Methodist Episcopal Church. Present name adopted in 1855. Church rebuilt in 1863.
Two story brick and stone building, square plan. Auditorium on second floor. First settled pastor, Rev.
Henry A. Hobbs, 1854-55. See: article in Wilmington Morning News, June 26, 1926.

Minutes, 1854--, 5 vols.; Register, 1854--, 4 vols.; Financial, 1915--, 1 vol.; Sunday School, 1900--, 2
vols.; in church safe. Records on incorporation and deeds: New Castle Co. recorder’s office, Deeds
Record; vol. V6, p. 226; vol. B14, p. 434; vol. Z19, p. 574; vol. B20, p. 597, vol. M22, p. 323; vol.533,
p. 308; vol.N38, p. 191.

265. ST. GEORGE'S METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1852--, St. Georges.

Organized 1852. Services were held in the schoolhouse in St. Georges untit the present
building was dedicated 1852. Building was remodeled in 1911. It is a two story brick buiiding with
stucco finish. It has a belfry and bell, and two of the sixteen stained glass windows bear inscriptions.
First settled clergyman, Rev. Elon J. Way, 1852-53. See: Rev. John L. Sparklin, “History of St.
Georges M. E. Church”, in minutes, 1934.

Minutes, 1852 3 vols.; in possession of Harrry Batton. Register, 1852--, 1 vol. in possession of pastor,
Rev. John L. Sparklin. Financial, 1852--, 1 vol.; in possession of Daniel Atwood. Sunday Schoal,
1852--, 1 vol.; in possession of Mercer Reynolds. Ladies’ Aid Society, 1900--, 1 vol.; in possession of
secretary. Records of incorporation and deeds: New Castle Co. Recorder’s office, Deeds Record; vol.
Q10, p. 308; vol. Y11, p. 341, vol. A13, p. 591.

266. ANTLOCH METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1853--, Main St. Frankford.

Organized 1853. Present building dedicated the same year and rebuilt 1931. It is a one story
frame structure with bell and steeple. First settled clergyman, Rev. William Rink, 1853-54.
Minutes, 1858--, 1 vol.; Financial, 1869--, 1 vol.; in possession of J. H. Hounnel. Register, 1893--, 4
vols.; in possession of pastor, Rev. Howard R. McDade. Sunday School, 1935--, 1 vol.; keptin
church. Typed transcript of Register, 1876-83, in State Archives. Records of incorporation and deeds:
Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. AAQB4, p. 336; vol. BBJ109, p. 295; vol. BBW122,
p. 136.

267. ELLENDALE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1853--, Main St., Ellendale.

Organized and first church built in 1853. This church was burned and present building dedicated
in 1917. It is a one story cement biock building with a bell. First settled clergyman, Rev. J. Johnson,
1853-56.

Minutes, 1907--, 2 vols.; Financial, 1900--, 1 vol.; in possession of C. E. Tinnons. Register, 1907--, 1
vol.; Sunday Schoot, 1907--, 1 vol.; in possession of pastor, Rev. Harold Fordham, Records of
incorporation and deeds: Sussex co. Recorder’s office, Deeds Record; vol. BK97, p. 64; vol. DEY203,
pp. 112 and 178; vol. DHF272, p. 121; vol. DIZ308, p. 453.

268. ST.JOHN'S METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1852--, 4 miles E. of Georgetown.

Organized and incorporated as Johnson’s Society. Springfield Cross-roads, 1852. Remodeled
1907. A one story frame structure with belfry and bell.









FRANKFORD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
FRANKFORD, DELAWARE 19945

July 10, 2000

Mr. C. Russell McCabe
Qutreach Services Administrator
Delaware Public Archives

121 Duke of York Street

Hall of Records

Dover, Delaware 19901

OIvision
OF Hj
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Dear Russ:

Persistence! Finally, I have been able to track down some information on
the church’s leaded stained glass windows! Hopefully, some of this
information will be relevant for the historical marker?

The windows were restored by the Willet Stained Glass Studios, 10 East
Moreland Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19118 [215/247-5721} in
1996. Based on their examination, all but one of the windows is circa 1870.
The only window that does not date back to that period is circa 1940.

According to Willet, “The windows of the Frankford United Methodist
Church are traditional leaded stained glass windows. They were fabricated
using mostly American Cathedral glasses (which is a transparent colored
glass with a mechanical finish imparted by a roller) and some American
opalescent glasses (which is an opaque, multicolored gilass). The only
painted glasses are the memorial plates and some painted symbol
medallions, as well as the figure section of one window. The painting on the
glasses was executed in both the traditional Trace and Matte Technique and
the Enamel based technique of glasspainting.



C. Russell McCabe
July 10, 2000
Page 2

“Most of the windows (except for the ladies Aid Society window and the
window above the main entrance) are designed in the style of the American
Opalescent School. It is a period design style that was popular about 100
years ago at the turn of the last century. The glass that was utilized is almost
all of American origin; consequently, I am quite sure that the windows were
designed and fabricated by an American stained glass studio. I did not find
any signatures or identifying marks so I am unable to tell you which studio.”

Willet Studios went on to describe American Opalescent Glass: “Some of
the glass that is used in your windows is called American Opalescent Glass,
which was invented in the mid 1800°s by an American glass artist named
John LaFarge. It became popular when Louis Comfort Tiffany of the famed
Tiffany Studios of New York began using it extensively in his window and
lamp creations. During the great church building period around the turn of
the century, over 50% of the windows then being installed in churches were
made with opalescent glass. One of the outstanding features of the
opalescent glass is that it is opaque and both reflects and transmits light.
This means that, unlike other types of stained glass, color in the glass is
visible from the exterior during the day.”

If 1 can be of any further assistance, please feel free to contact me. The
Reverend Dr. Reed Stewart and 1 are anxiously awaiting a copy of your
proposed draft of the plaque’s wording.

Sincerely,

[l

.,.4_.._._.-.-.-__._....__
——

Walton A. Johnson, Jr
Chair, Historical Marker Committee

WAJJR:ms



FRANKFORD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
FRANKFORD, DELAWARE 19945

Mr. C. Russcll MeCabe Ewnsmn OF Hlsmmm
Qutreach Services Administrator & CULTURAL ATFAIRS

Delaware Public Archives
121 Duke of York Street
Hall of Records

Dover, Delaware 19901

Dear Russ:

Enclosed are four (4) historical sketches of the Frankford United Methodist
Church, which I have been able to locate. The sketch from Frank R.
Zebley’s book, The Churches of Delaware, seems to be very complete.

[ suspect that you have a copy of this book?

Regarding the overall approach to this marker, I would like to recommend
that it reflect the complete history of the Frankford United Methodist
Church, not just the history of the current structure. I doubt if many of the
church’s current members even realize the long, rich history that this church
has shared with the evolution of Frankford!

There is one element of the church’s history on which I have not been able
to locate any factual data and that is on the origin of the stained glass
windows. They are some of the most intricately designed windows in the
area; yef their history remains a mystery. If you know how I might be able
to research this matter further, please let me know. I think it would be
wonderful if they could mentioned on the plaque with some historical facts
as reference.



C. Russell McCabe
June 19, 2000
Page 2

The Reverend Dr. Reed Stewart and 1 are looking forward to meeting with
you and reviewing your proposed draft of the plaque’s wording. If you need
any further information from me, please let me know. I will be more than
willing to do any “leg work” that you might need.

As you are aware, Representative Charles P. West has already sponsored the
$4,000 necessary for the two (2) bronze plaques. One of our members,
David Proudfoot, will be overseeing the site preparation with your office.
He plans on contacting you sometime this summer to discuss the particulars.

Once again, thank you for all of your assistance on this project. We are truly
excited about it, and we look forward to its official dedication on Sunday,
October 15, 2000.

Sincerely,

[z

Walton A. Johnson, Jr.
Chair, Historical Marker Committee

—_—

WAJ JR:ms
Enclosures



THE CHURCHES OF DELAWARE

By

Frank R. Zebley

Frankford United Methodist Church (M.E.) was originally located in a
woods about one-quarter mile northeast of the John M. Clayton School on
land owned by Everett Long.

This site was purchased on April 10, 1819, from Joshua Robinson at a
cost of $14.371/2. The Trustees were Arthur Williams, David Hazzard,
Stephen Ellis, John Hazzard, and Percy Pool. The lot measured 78 sq. poles
and was part of a large tract known as “Security.” The Trustees agreed to
erect a M.E. church immediately, which they did. This church was known
as “Antioch” and “Old Zion”. The church was incorporated as “Antioch” on
March 4, 1820. The road which the church faced took the name of Antioch
Road.

When it was dedicated to build a new church in Frankford, the old
church property was sold to a Black congregation who took the name
“Antioch A.M.E. Church.”

The church site in Frankford was purchased on November 20, 1852,
from Jonathan Carey. The corner stone of the new church as laid on August
28, 1953. When the new church was completed, it was named the
“Frankford A. E. Church”. In 1880, extensive repairs were made and the
spire was added. Additional land was purchased on June 27, 1881 from
Joseph S. Carey. Repairs were made in 1901 and, in 1916, an ell containing
a Sunday School Room was added. There is a graveyard beside the church.
The earliest legible tombstone inscription is dated 1868.



A HISTORICAL SKETCH OF FRANKFORD UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

Frankford Methodist Church was originally located in a woods about
Ya mile northeast of Indian River School, midway between Frankford and
Dagsboro. The site was purchased on April 10, 1819, from Joshua Robinson
at a cost of $14.371/2. The Church as then known as “Antioch.”

The present site was purchased and the Frankford M.E. Church was
organized on November 20, 1952, The congregation moved into the new
church in the fall of 1853.

The Church was renovated in 1874. In 1880, a new spire was added
to the Church and in 1889, the roof was elevated six feet and a new roof put
on.

The present church parsonage was built in 1882.

In 1916, a need arose for more room and the “Ell” was constructed for
a Sunday School room. In 1947, a second floor was made in this “Ell”. In
1952, a central hot water heating system was installed and an electric organ
was purchased.

In 1955, the parsonage was completely renovated with central hot
water heating system installed.

In 1967, we desperately needed more Sunday School room and a new
building was constructed adjacent to the Sanctuary. This was named the
“Bennett Building” in honor of the Reverend Elmer E. Bennett, who was
Pastor at the fime and also instrumental in getting the building erected.

By 1973, the Sanctuary was showing its “wear and tear.” Complete
renovations were begun in the summer and completed in 1974 under the
leadership of Reverend Curtis W. Smith. Electric heat replaced the old hot
water system and a new Conn Organ was purchased. Worship services
resumed in the New Sanctuary in November, 1974,



It is interesting to note the changes of pastors from 1852 to 1976 —a
total of fifty-eight.

Frankford was not always a Station or a Circuit. It was organized as
an “official circuit” in 1858 — with either six or eight churches. Records are
not clear, but at that time it consisted of Frankford, Selbyville, Bishopville,
Roxana, Millsboro, and Dagsboro.

In 1870, Roxana Circuit was formed leaving Frankford Circuit with
only four preaching places. In 1873, one of the preaching places was
dropped and Houston School House was added. In 1876, a Church was built
to be used instead of the Houston School House.

Selbyville left the Circuit in 1886 and became a station. It was not
until 1951 that Frankford became a Station, and remained such until 1961,
when Millville was added to the Charge and remained until 1966. It was
then dropped and Hickory Hill and Ebenezer were added. In 1974, Ebenezer
fazed out leaving Hickory Hill and Frankford together serving under the
pastorate of Reverend Curtis W. Smith.

Compiled by:

Unknown. Appears to be part
of a book written possibly for
the nation’s bicentennial. This
narrative is all that could be
found.



HISTORY OF THE FRANKFORD METHODIST CHURCH

Prior to 1853 the Methodists worshiped in a church located between
Frankford and Dagsboro in a woods about one-quarter mile northeast of the
John M. Clayton School [now Indian River High School]. On April 10,
1819, the Frankford Methodist Church, known as “Antioch”, purchased this
site from Joshua Robinson at a cost of $14.371/2. Here they worshiped until
1853. No record has been found of the minister serving the Frankford
church from 1819 to 1852.

Antioch M. E. Church, Frankford, Delaware was built in the 1853
A.D., on a lot purchased from Jonathan & Elizabeth Carey, the deed being
dated, November 20, 1952. The new church as dedicated to the worship of
Almighty God on Sunday, August 28, 1853.

Frankford was a part of the Berlin circuit which was formerly on the
Snow Hill circuit organized in 1809. In the spring of 1858, the Frankford
circuit was formed out of territory belonging to the Berlin circuit, under
Reverend Henry Colclazer*, presiding elder of the Snow Hill District,
Maryland.

Frankford remained a part of a circuit ranging from six to eight
churches to two, until 1951 when it became a station. The Hotel property at
the rear of the church was purchased in October, 1958, from Mr. & Mrs.
Donald Simpler at a cost of $5,000.

The records show that W. Prink was the minister in 1852.

Compiled by:

Reverend Maxwell J. Roberts
October 19, 1959

* Spelling uncertain: Colclazer of Coldazler.



FRANKFORD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
HOMECOMING - 1990

Antioch M. E. Church, Frankford, Delaware was built in the year
A.D. 1853 and dedicated to the worship of Almighty God on Sunday,
August 28, 1853. Prior to 1853, the Methodist worshiped between
Frankford and Dagsboro beyond the colored church on farms now owned by
Emest Long. Frankford Circuit was formed in the Spring of 1858 out of
territory belonging to Berlin Circuit and was composed of the following
appointments: Namely - Millsborough, Phillips Hill, Antioch or Frankford,
Salem, Sound, Bishopville, St. George’s and Cedar Neck; Reverend Henry
Coldazler*, Presiding Elder of Snow Hill District, and Robert Hazzard and
William T. Tulls on Frankford Circuit.

The church at Frankford was throughly repaired and remodeled in
1875 at a cost of $1,200.

In 1873, Houston’s School House was taken up as a preaching place,
and a class formed, but there is little hope of ever accomplishing much
unless they build a house of worship. School house appointments do well
for a year or two and then go down.

The church in Frankford for two years was very much hindered by
crop failures and depression of business and, despite all possible struggle
and effort, there was some falling off in the benevolent collections. Not
withstanding the hard times, the Church received some necessary repairs
including a new roof (which was elevated at the peak six feet higher than the
old, painting of the exterior of the Church, refitting of seats to all costing
near five hundred dollars. During the two years, the parsonage debt was
reduced from the neighborhood of $550 to $282 as it stood on January 7,
1891, and during 1890, an accumulation of old debts on the church
amounting to $256 was paid in full. Among these old debts was a sexton’s
unpaid salary bill for some $80 which had been standing some three or four
years.

In the fall of 1889, a revival of considerable interest took place at
Houston’s resulting in some 27 conversions. At a camp meeting at Lamb’s
Woods in 180, 27 conversions took place. In the fall and winter of 1890, a



great revival took place at St. George’s. Sixty-three professed conversions.
Nearly all were adults. Congregations were sometimes larger than the
Church would contain. Nearly all of these joined the Church. Considerable
spiritual interest prevailed in Frankford early in 1891 in the Church, but
eight only, professed conversions.

Charles F. Sheppart was appointed to the charge in 1889. He found a
considerable number of probationers at Frankford very many of whom
lapsed or moved away. A. D. Davis was appointed to succeed Reverend W.
F. Duhadway. March 19, 1885, number of conversions during the
conference year about 140. Received on probation 127. Net increase in full
members, 75. Paid about $200 on parsonage debt. Left at end of first year
to do evangelical work.

The old St. George’s Church was first built about 1815. Methodism
seems to have reached this section. Whitesville Church organized 1778-80.
Old Salem, Selbyville, 1810.

Additions, 1858. A plank church was built at Mudford about this time
but has since passed away. Mariner’s Bethel also appeared about this time.

The first year Houston’s was finished and dedicated was 1878. In the
spring of 1869, Roxana circuit was formed. W. F. Duhadway was appomted
in 1882 and remained three years. The various records will indicate the
amount of strictly spiritual work accomplished during this term. Besides
that a parsonage has been built at Frankford and a new church at Selbyville.

The parsonage at 12 Clayton Avenue was completely remodeled in
the summer and fall of 1990. We hope it will serve as an inspiration to what
can be accomplished when the Spirit is strong.

Compiled by:
W. C. Poole, P.C.
September 30, 1922

* Spelling uncertain: Colclazer or Coldazler.
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