
GODWIN'S SCHOOL NEAR MILLSBORO 
AND THE MILLSBORO HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

About a year ago a group of residents in 
the vicinity of an old on~room country school 
west of Millsboro known as "the Godwin 
School" embarked on an effort to try to have 
the old building restored. This print of the 
building as it appeared at about the time of 
its closing as an active school in the mid-
1930' sis one step in the road to that worth
while end, a road which has already taken 
some unexpected turnings. 

Godwin's School is typical of the scores of 
such structures which once dotted the land
scape of rural Delaware. At first these schools 
provided all the education available for most 
Delaware boys and girls. By the time God
win's was built in the last quarter of the 19th 
century, most larger towns in the state had 
some form of high school which some coun
try children attended after they had com
pleted the eight years of education available 
at the country school. For most of them until well 
into the 20th century, the country school was the 
limit of their education. 

That is not to cast aspersions on the products of 
these schools, a substantial number of whom did 
at least as much with their eight years of on~room 
school education as today's high school and col
lege graduates manage to do. One of my favorite 
examples of this is John G. Townsend, Jr. who 
attended "Ebenezer School", nearly identical to 
Godwin's, not far from his native village ofBishop's 
in Worcester County, Md. Townsend, went on to 
found a still-thriving Sussex County business 
empire, to serve as Delaware Governor, U.S. Sena
tor and delegate to the founding session of the 
United Nations General Assembly. Whenever he 
was asked about his education, this man who held 

at least two honorary doctorates always said that 
he was a graduate of "Ebenezer University". 

For many who resided in the general area from 
Ingram's Pond to Shortly, Godwin's School was 
just such a university for several generations. The 
school took its name from Jacob Reese Godwin, a 
prominent Millsboro businessman and landowner 
who donated the property on which the school 
was built. Many years later, when it was no longer 
needed as a school, the ownership of Godwin's 
reverted to the descendents of the original owner. 
Godwin had only one child, a daughter Geor
geanna, who married William J.P. White, one of 
the founders of Millsboro's Houston-White Com
pany. Godwin's School is today owned by Jacob 
Godwin's three great-grandchildren Mary White 
McMahon, Virginia White Frazier and J. Reese 

White, Jr. 
When contacted by the group about the 

possibility of having the old school restored 
for use as a museum, the White family gra
ciously consented to make the building avail
able for that purpose. The group formed 
officially in the fall of 1988 as a private, non
profit corporation to be known as the Millsboro 
Historical Society and a long.-term lease for 
the old school property is now being final
ized. 

The new historical society has as its initial 
goal the restoration of Godwin's School to its 
former appearance. The larger, long-term 
goal is the preservation of the history and 
heritage of Millsboro and the surrounding 
countryside. 

I did the original sketch of Godwin's to be 
reproduced in the form of limited-edition 
prints and notecards as a way to help the new 

society raise funds for the restoration work ahead. 
Any help toward that end would be much appr~ 
ciated. Contributions to the society are tax-d~ 
ductible. Anyone wishing to contribute or to 
purchase notecards or prints should write to the 
Millsboro Historical Society, ~; o Mrs. Margaret 
Mitchell, President; RDI, Box 287 A; Georgetown, 
Delaware 19947 

Richard B. Carter 
Millsboro, 1988 
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REUNION 
Staff photo/Linda Laird 

Willie Mae Lingo, 101, 
rings the old schoo·1 bell 
to bring her former stu
dents to order at the 
Godwin school. Pictured 
are Mrs.A. James Marine, 
Reba Brasure Hoyt, Pearl 
Smith Long, Verda 
Coffin, Elsie Brasure 
Mitchell, Garland 
Messick, Doris Parker 
Carmean, former Sen. 
Richard Cordrey, 
Charles West, Layton T. 
Conaway, Raymond 
Conaway, Margaret 
Mitchell, Mable Mariner 
Lynch, Elma Brasure 
Cannon, Ethel Tingle and 
Willa Mae Lingo. 
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SUSSEX COUNTY (Continued) 

Term Expires 
Dist. Trustees & Teachers Address 

Grades Taught 

125 Ellendale 

1940 Fred W. Ireland .................... E:llendale, Del. 
1939 Raymond A. Tucker ................ Ellendale, Del. 
1938 C. Alderson Timmons, C. . ....... Ellendale, Del. 
1937 John W. West, P. , ................ Ellendale, Del. 

7•8 Charles S. Adkins, Prin .............. Ellendale, Del. 
5-6 Mrs. Laurence vVarren ......... , , , • Ellendale, Del. 
3.4 Mrs. Grace H. Smith ............. Ellendale, Del. 
l-2 Mrs. Naamah L. Wilson .......... Ellendale, Del. 

128 White Oak 

1940 Chesler F. Bunting ................. Selbyville, Del., R. D. 
1939 Allred L. Lynch, P • ................ Selbyville, Del. 
1938 Charles W. Lynch ., ............... Selbyv\lle, Del., R. D. 
1937 Lewis T. Bunting, C . .............. Selbyville, Del. 

l-6 Mrs. Gladys L. Quillen ........... Selbyville, Del. 

163 Delmar 

1940 Victor J. Carmine .................. Delmar, Del. 
1939 Howard C. Kh-k ................... Delmar, Del. 
1938 George M. Nelson, P . .............. 307 Grove St., Delmar, Del. 
1937 Samuel M .. Culver ................. Delmar, Del. 

Harold C. ',Vhiteside, Prin., C .... Delmar, Del.. 
Charlotte Adams, Music, pt. time .. Delmar Del. 
Mrs, Georgia Ellegood, Soc. Stu. ' 

& Eng. . .......... • • .. • .......... ·Delmar Del. 
Molly Ellis, Lat. & Fr .•. • • • •••••••Delmar: Del. 
:f\l~ry E. Farr, Comn1 .• , • .•• , •••··•Delmar, Del. 
l\hldred Burney, _Art ............ • .. Delmar, Del. 
Robe1·t Flood, Sc, ..... , .... • .... • .. •Delmar, Del. 
Cecil Ford, Man, Tr ................ Delmar, Del. 
Margaret F. Hastings, Math. & 

Soc. Stu. .. ............. ; • .... • .... Delma,:, Del. 
Ruth E. Jones, Eng. & Lib ........ Debnar, Del. 
Sarah Leet, Home Ee ............ • Delmar, Del. 
Francis E. Nunvar, Soc. Stu. & · 

Math. · ............................. Delmar, Del. 
6 Mrs. Ruth H. Elliott .............. Delmas, Del. 
~ lllanche E.' Robinson ............... Delmar, Del. 
4 Mrs. Mabel R. Hearn ............. Debnar, Del. 
3 Mrs. Thelma C. Campbell .......... Delmar, Del. 
2 Mrs. Pauline R. Roberts ..•.....• Delmar, Del. 

2•4 Jv{rs. Helen Peters ................. Delmar, Del. 
Opp. Pauline E. Ellis . : .................. Delmar, Del. 

1 Mrs. Lulu M. Elhs ................ Delmar, Del. 

165 O'Nea!'s (Closed and consolidated with Laurel) 

172 Dlades 

1940 Clarence C. Clifton ................. Seaford, Del., R. D. 
1939 Hartzell S. Walker ................. Blades, Del. 
1938 Oliver T. Taylor .................. Blades, Del. 
1937 Arthur Hatfield .................... Dia des, Del. 

6-8 I\lrs. Ermine Q. Nye, Prin .•...... Laurelt D_el. 
3-5 l\l.-s. Catherine W. Allen ....... ; .. Seaford, Del. 
1-2 Mrs. Sallie R Dolby ............ Laurel, Del. 

178 11Iidway 

1940 William 0. Nelson .... , ............ Lewes, Del., R. D. 
1939 Hannah M. Thompson ............. Lewes, Del., R. D. 
1938 Frances Warrington ., ............. Lewes, Del., R. D. 
1937 Grover C. Shockley ...... ., ........ Rehoboth, Del., Route 1 

l-6 Isaac Jeannan .. , .................. Millsboro, Del. 

190 Godwin•s (Consolidated with Millsboro No. 23) 

40 

Ter1n Expires 

SUSSEX COUNTY (Contintled) 

SUSSEX COUNTY 
COLORED 

Dist. Tnistees & Teachers Address 
Grades Taught 

193-C Slaughter Neck 

1940 Hershel J. Davis .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . Lincoln, Del., R. D. 
1939 Robert C. Young, P • ............... Lincoln, Del. 
1938 Maudie Foulkes, C. • ...... , ........ Lincoln, Del. 
1937 Elmer Burton ...................... Lincoln, Del. 

7-9 Horatio W. Jones, Prin ........... Lincoln, Del. 
3-6 Mrs. Leola P. Davis ............... Ellendale. Del. 
l-2 Mrs. Thelma W. Brown ....... ; ... Milford, Del. 

194-C Lincoln 

1940 Rufus D. Harmon ., ................ Lincoln, Del. 
1939 James W. Ross, P . ................ Lincoln, Del. 
1938 Charles H. Baynard ............... Lincoln, Del. 
1937 Roland F. Hudson, C . .............. Lincoln, Del. 

4-8 Eva E. Hicks ..................... Lincoln, Del. 
l-3 Mrs. Omega M. Jones ....... ; ..... Lincoln, Del. 

195- C Ellendale 

1940 Walter J. Pettyjohn. C . ... , ........ Ellendale, Del., R. D. 
1939 Robert J. Waples, P . ... : . ......... Ellendale, Del. 
1938 Frederick Wiltbank ................ Ellendale, Del. 
1937 Benjamin R. Pettyjohn ........ , ... Ellendale, Del. 

1·8 Mrs. Nannie C. Goode .............. Ellendale, Del. 

196-C 

1940 John W. Clark, Jr., C ......... .' ... Milton, Del. 
1939 James H. Prettyman, P . ... : ...... Milton, Del. 
1938 Eric Hazzard ..... ,. ................. Milton, Del. 
1937 Horace Hood ....................... Milton, Del. 

5-8 M•s. Effie A. Prettyman .......... l\Iilton, Del. 
1-4 Mrs. Hattie M, Hemy ........... Milton, Del. 

197-C Drawbridge 

1940 Nelson Sharp .............. ; ........ Harbeson, Del., R. l 
1939 Charles H. Allen, Jr., P . ....... , .. Lewes, Del., R. 2 
1938 Charles Maclin ...................... l\1ilton, Del., R. D. 
1937 Winchester Holland, C ............ Milton, Del., R. 1 

1-6 B. Ophelia Wills • , ................. Lewes, Del. 

198-C Nassau 

1940 Ross Maull ..... , ................... Lewes, Del., R. 1 
1933 Rapheal Williams, P. .. ............. Lewes, Del., R. l 
1938 Ralph Norwood, C . . , ....... , ....... Lewes, Del., R. 1 
1937 Albert Allen ........................ Nassau, Del. 

5-8 Francis M. Jackson ................ Nassau, Del. 
l-4 Mary A. Douglas .................. Nassau, Del. 

200-C Rehoboth 

1940.Benj,min H. Burton ............... Rehoboth, Del. 
1039 William J. Jackson, P ............. Rehohoth, Del. 
1~38 John E. Duffy ...... , .............. Rehoboth, Del. 
1937 John R. W. Harmon, C ............ Rehoboth, Del. 

1-6 Jamesie Mae Ross .................. Rehoboth. Del. 

201-C Rabbit's Ferry 

1040 Joseph S. Johnson, C ......... , ... Lewes, Del., R. D. 
1939 Gardner H. Drain .................. Lewes, Del., R. D. 
U38 Clarence P. Norwood .............. Lewes, Del., R. D. 
1937 Charles T. johnson, P . ...... ,. ..... Lewes, Del. 

1-8 Gladys V. Street .................... Harbeson. Del. 
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lr9/-ll/3t GODWIN'S SCHOOL NEAR MILLSBORO 
AND THE MILLSBORO ElISTORICAL SOCIETY 

About a year ago a group of residents in 
the vicinity of an old one-room country school 
west of Millsboro known as "the Godwin 
School" embarked on an effort to try to have 
the old building restored. This print of the 
building as it appeared at about the time of 
its dosing as an active school in the mid-
1930' s is one step in the road to that worth
while end, a road which has already taken 
some unexpected turnings. 

Godwin's School is typical of the scores of 
such structures which once dotted the land
scape of rural Delaware. At first these schools 
provided all the education available for most 
Delaware boys and girls. By the time God
win's was built in the last quarter of the 19th 
cenh1ry, most larger towns in the state had 
some form of high school which some coun
try children attended after they had com
pleted the eight years of education available 
at the country school. For most of them until well 
into the 20th century, the country school was the 
limit of their education. 

That is not to cast aspersions on the products of 
these schools, a substantial number of whom did 
at least as much with their eight years of one-room 
school education as today's high school and col
lege graduates manage to do. One of my favorite 
examples of this is John G. Townsend, Jr. who 
attended "Ebenezer School", nearly identical to 
Godwin's, not far from his native village of Bishop's 
in WorcesterCounty,Md. Townsend, went on to 
found a still-thriving Sussex County business 
empire, to serve as Delaware Governor, U.S. Sena
tor and delegate to the founding session of the 
United Nations General Assembly. Whenever he 
was asked about his education, this man who held 

at least two honorary doctorates always said that 
he was a graduate of ''Ebenezer University''. 

For many who resided in the general area from 
Ingram's Pond to Shortly, Godwin's School was 
just such a university for i;everal generations. The 
school took its name from Jacob Reese Godwin, a 
prominent Millsboro businessman and landowner 
who donated the property on which the school 
was built. Many years later, when it was no longer 
needed as a school, the ownership of Godwin's 
reverted to the descendents of the original owner. 
Godwin had only one child, a daughter Geor
geanna, who married William J.P. White, one of 
the founders of Millsboro's Houston-White Com
pany. Godwin's School is today owned by Jacob 
Godwin's three great-grandchildren Mary White 
McMahon, Virginia White Frazier and J. Reese 

White, Jr. 
When contacted by the group about the 

possibility of having the old school restored 
for use as a museum, the White family gra
ciously consented to make the building avail
able for that purpose. The group formed 
officially in the fall of 1988 as a private, non
profit corporation to be known as the Millsboro 
Historical Society and a Ions-term lease for 
the old school property is now being final
ized. 

The new historical society has as its initial 
goal the restoration of Godwin's School to its 
former appearance. The larger, long-term 
goal is the preservation of the history and 
heritage of Millsboro and the surrounding 
countryside. 

I did the original sketch of Godwin's to be 
reproduced in the form of limited-edition 
prints and notecards as a way to help the new 

society raise funds for the restoration work ahead. 
Any help toward that end would be much appre
ciated. Contributions to the society are tax-de
ductible. Anyone wishing to contribute or to 
purchase notecards or prints should write to the 
Millsboro Historical Society, c/o Mrs. Margaret 
Mitchell, President; RDl, Box 287 A; Georgetown, 
Delaware 19947 

Richard B. Carter 
Millsboro, 1988 
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@,uaarx Q.tnuuty Wrurqrrn' Q.tnutrurt 
STATE OF DELAWARE 

It is agreed between the School Commissioners of District No ....... .f..9.. .. 0. ........................................ . 
in the County of Sussex, and State of Delaware, that said School Commissioners have employed 
and do hereby engage and employ ............................. Cd.i..:tt..u.. ... ct. .... Ctn.:..LCL~ ............................ . 
to teach in the Public School, under the control of the said School Commissioners,for the term 
of at least One Hundred and Forty days from the .............................. .9. .. ~ .... day of .~V;.&ftJ.LY.'~t/ 
1 [) 1 r , at the salary of $ ..... §(1 ..................... per month:· to be paid at the completion of each school 
month ; that tho said ................. lcld✓..~ ... a. .... ~.a✓.l!J.:-:fl/ .. .1 ...... shall begi~ teaching on the 
····················_q·~··· day of. .. xf!.e✓.~ ..... ..191 S"' , that. the. said .. : ... <5.cL!c:;d.L:: .. J... .. Cn:.kaAAJ:::.~ 
hold a valid .............. , .... ····: ..... . -13 ... , .. : ......... grade certificate to teach in full force and effect during the 
entire period of this contract, or will procure such certificate before the date at whichAhe shall 
begin teaching. 

It is hereby agreed that either of the said parties to this contract becoming aggrieved by 
any violation of, or omission to perform any duty imposed by law, or by this contract, may at 
any time, terminate said contract and employment aforesaid, by giving to the other party 
.......................................................... .1..0 .............. days notice in writing of its, or hJv'v , election to so terminate 
the same. 

The said ............ cd..i1:1:v..a. ... ~a✓.r7 ................. hereby accepts the employment 
aforesaid and undertakes. that 4he will faithfully perjorm M/2,/ duty under the employment 
aforesaid, and observe and enforce the rules prescribed for• the government of the School by 
the State Board of Education, the County Commissioners, the Superintendent and the local 
commissioners. 

Datfd this ....................................... :L.:.::!f: ...... day 9/. .. lf.J/~&..~ ... 1918' 

. . ... ~.A'AJ-1 ....... ~ .... M-i,tPC~~ ..................................... . 
Secretary or Cleric for the School Commissioners of Dislricl No. County of Su1&ex. 

. . ......................... &.d./Lf:v..3 ... ~0.A.l.r.O..kj··············· Teacher. 
1/7,-·· , /}2 ;J 

············L../. .. l::_d:., .... ~Vd:f'.J~ir: ... Address .while teaching. 

This Copy to be Retained by the Clerk. 
NOTICE TO SCHOOL CLERK: When your term as clerk ends, you must turn all blnnks and books over to your successor. , 




