
308 T H E CH U R C H E S O F D E L A W A R E 

July 26, 1874, with the Revs. J. B. Mann and Wm. F. Talbot in charge. The 
name "Zion" was chosen to distinguish it from Union Sound Church east of 
Williamsville. The church was rebuilt in 1921. The schoolhouse, a short dis• 
tance south of the church was purchased from the State B. of E. on Nov. 22, 
1935. It was rebuilt for use as a church-house and was opened on July 1, 1939. 
Additional land for the cemetery was purchased on April 8, 1942, from Wilmer 
S. Evans. 

Roxana Pilgrim H oliness Church was organized after two series of tent• 
meetings in a nearby grove. The church was built, in 1928, on a plot of land 
donated, on Nov. 24, 1928, by J. Frank Lynch, for that purpose only. In 1941, 
when the road in front of the church was widened, the State allowed them 
damages and moved the church across the road to a new site purchased on 
May 26, 1941, from Chas. E. Richards. A new wing, containing a Sunday 
School room and a new tower were added to the church. The Lynch land was 
returned to him on Aug. 5, 1941. The church was incorporated on June 30, 
1942. A new parsonage was built in 1942. 

Christ's Sanctified H oly Church. This church was incorporated on Aug. 
1, 1896, with Chas. H. Lynch, Wm. S. Hickman, Joshua J. Stephens, Abisha D. 
Cooper and Chas. F. Hudson as trustees. They held their meetings in different 
member's homes for nine years. On Mar. 17, 1905, Orlando B. Lynch donated 
a church site on his farm at Long's Ridge. A frame church was then built and 
occupied. In 1944, the members decided to seek a new site for their activities. 
The church and lot then came into the possessjon of D ory Evans who rented 
the building out as a warehouse. 

Christ's Church then held their meetings in a former schoolhouse at Bay
ard for about eight months. Late in March, 1945, they rented the former Omar 
M. E. Church from Louis F. Daisey and they are still meeting there. 

Salem Methodist Church (M.E.) at Selbyville. A Methodist Society was 
organized, in 1789, in the home of David James Murray, on his farm, one and 
one-half miles n. e. of Selbyville. This was the birthplace, at a later date, of 
the Rev. W. L. S. Murray, D .D ., prominent in Methodism. The farm is now 
owned and operated by Joshua 1. Murray. 

In the spring of ) 7901 a basket-meeting was held in the grove at Sandy 
Branch, opposite the present Red Men's Cemetery, at which time 28 persons 
were converted. A combined church and day-school was then built in the 
grove. The inside was unfinished, had a fi replace for heat, used light-wood for 
illumination at night services and the benches were made of slab wood with 
holes bored in them for inserting legs. The church was incorporated on Feb. 
28, 1833. Fifty-two poles of land, were donated on Nov. 2, 1833, by Milbu.rn 
Murray. 

The second church was built in 1849 near Sandy Branch on the land of 
Zeno Long. He deeded the site for the church to the trustees on May 3, 1849. 
Tallow candles were used and some of the old ladies would light their pipes 
from the candles for a "drag" on the way home. There was a gallery for the 
negroes who would nearly raise the roof with their shouting. In the mean
time, the town of Selbyvi!Je had sprung up and, in 1883, a third church was 
built in town. The old church was sold to Mr. Long who used it as a barn. It 
was in use unti l about 1935 when it was burned. 

In the new church chandeliers holding oil lamps were used. Land was 
purchased, on May 5, 1886, from Wm. R. McCabe and on June 19, 1895, from 
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Wm. S. McCabe. In 1912, this building was moved to the opposite end of the 
lot and used as a school for the younger grades. Title to th e half-acre former 
public school plot adjoining the church property was secured on Feb. 5, 1915. 
The old church which had been moved to this plot was destroyed by fire in 
October, 1922. The present stone church was built in 1911. It was dedicated 
by Bishop Hamilton and Dr. Krantz on. Sun., July 14, 1912. A new parsonage 
was completed at the same time. A reopening service was held in 1934. Four 
young men have gone out from Salem to become ministers. 

Selbyville M. P. Church was the outgrowth of tent-meetings started in the 
fall of 1909. A church site was purchased on Mar. 10, 1910, from Jacob M. 
Holloway. Meetings were continued in the tent until 1911 when a large 
church was built on Duke St. This church was destroyed by fire on Sun. eve
ning, Jan. 28, 1923 and it was not replaced. 

Selbyville P. E. Mission. In June, 1946, a group of Episcopalians in Selby
ville started to hold regular meetings in Pomeroy's Log Cabin with the inten
tion of establishing an Episcopal Mission and building a house of worship. 

Zoar M. E. Church, colored, is located on the outskirts of Selbyville, on 
the road to Roxana. This chu rch was organized in 1883. They purchased a one
acre church site on May 13, 1884, from James R. Bishop. This church was lo
cated on the Selbyville-Head of Sound Road and was named Long's A. M. E. 
Chapel. 

The present one-acre site was purchased, on Oct. 24, 1924, from Philip 
C. Showell and the church was moved across the fields to the new site. The 
name "Zoar" was then adopted. On Oct. 5, 1929, the Balto. Trust Co. donated 
a strip of land 25 ft. wide as an outlet for the property. 

Calvary Holy Church, colored, hold their meetings in an old schoolhouse 
about two miles east of Selbyville. 

Williamsville M. P. Church was organized in 1905 and a church was built 
on the edge of the town. This church was destroyed by fire in August, 1910. A 
new church was built on the same site. It was dosed in 1913. The building 
was sold to the Mechanic's who moved it into the center of the town where it 
was put in use as Mechanic's Hall. In 1945, the building was converted into a 
dwelling. 

A Church of the Sanctified was built in Williamsville in the fall of 1892. 
It was located where Lynch's Hatchery now stands. The building was destroyed 
by fire on July 10, 1894 and was not rebuilt. 

Sound Methodist Church (M.E.) is located a short distance east of W il
liamsville. The first church was built in 1784 and was located at Johnson's Cor• 
ner where the Johnson family graveyard is located, The first church was built 
through the efforts of Freeborn Garrettson, the horseback-riding early mis
sionary of Methodism. . 

Mr. Garrettson preached here for the first time on Apr. 3, 1779. He 
preached again on June 2, 1779 and he mentioned in his Journal that the Bap
tists were very active in this section. 

The church site was donated, for 20 shillings, on Apr. 29, 1784 by John 
Robinson to Solomon Evans, Arthur Williams, Andrew Williams, Wm. Powell 
and Ezekiel Williams of Sussex County and James Law, John Aydelott, John 
Dier and John Coe of Worcester County, Maryland, trustees. The site "stood 
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The Old Sound i\I. E . Churcb is one of the oldest of 
that denomination in Sussex County. Freeborn Gn.r
retsou preached in this section for Revera! years, hold• 
ing services under the branches of a white oak which 
yet stands about a mile north of the present church, 
and at the head of A.ssnwoman Bay. Speaking of 
the meetings held there, he sl!.ys, in his diary: " The 
work of the Lord broke out there, the people wept 
ou every side, and after a sermon of three hours 
seemed fixed to the spot." It is a tradition that he 
felleJ the first tree tho.t was used in the erection of 
the cliapel which, with the aid of thirty converts, be 
built iu 178'1. 

It was of hewed frame, aud shingled on sides as 
well as roof. One acre of ground was purchased, for 
which twenty shillings were po.id. The deed, bearing 
date of A.pril, 1784, was granted to Trustees James 
L illvs, John Aydelott, Solomon Evans, Arthur Wil
linms, Andrew Willinms, Ezekiel William, John Dier, 
William Powell and John Coe. William Powell wns 
elected clerk. The deed contains the proviso "that 
the ministers preach no other <loctrine than is con• 
tained in Rev. John Wesley's notes on the New 
Testament, aud his four volumes of sermons." From 
the yeilr of its erection until 1806, 11ervices were held 
without interruption. In that year a meeting of the 
trusteC3 was held, at which it was decided to adjourn 
ai,ie die. This nction was tuken on account of the 
lack of money necessary to repair the chapel, which 
had become wholly unfit tor use. In 1807, after ten 
days' notice, the congregation again convened, when 
the name was changed to Williams' Chapel. The 
trustees elected were Arthur Williams, Ezekiel Wil
liams, William Rickards, William Powell, Thomas 
Evans, Robert Wildgoose o.nd Isaac Rogers. The old 
church was repaired and again occupied. In 1S28 it 
was again in need of repairs, and on appeal for sub
scriptions was made to "all charitable and well• 
meaning persons, frie11dly to the religion of Christ." 
.A year later it was rebuilt, and services were held 
until 18i11. At thnt time it was abandoned, nod a 
new church erected about a mile southeast of tbe 
original site. It is yet occupied, and services are 
being held regularly. 

Lnng's Chapel, M. E. (colored), wue built in 1883. 
The lnnd wns donated by Jo.mes Bishop to T rustees 
James Williams, George Biugle, Handy Selby, Arnold 
Purnell and John Hutchins. The chapel has now 
a membership of thirty persons. 

SELBYVJLLE.-This thriving little town lies near 
the line dividing Delaware from M,uyland. While 
it., territo1·y was still under Maryland jurisdiction, 
,one Matthew McCabe was a resident in the vicinity 
and a blacksmith. His principal business was 
the forging of plow-shares. He served as a soldier 
through the Revolution, and died o'f the small-pox in 
after yen.ri!. H e lived upon a tract of thirty ncres 
called "Long Lot," which, in 1818, was resut"veyed 
to A.rthur McCabe. A year previous to that time 
.Joserh J ena and Isairlh Long erected a saw-mill upon 

the Run at the place now known as Selby's Mill-pond, 
which they conducted for many years and sold to 
Samut:1 Selby, who, in 1842, moved a store to the 
place from over in Maryland. Selby sold his store to 
William S. McCabe, the present owner, who, in 1850, 
built another store, which ranks third i.n the com
meroial interest af Sussex County. 

Other stores were opened from time to time and 
have been kept respectively by Stephen Long, :fos. 
Layton, William G. Davis, John D. McCabe, George 
W. Ivins and John Poole. 1n 1879 a saw-mill was 
moveJ to Selbyville by i\Iessrs. Parker and Garmon 
from Wicomoco County, !lfaryland, and three years 
later removed to Williamsville, whe.re it is now oper
ated. The Selbyville "Steam Saw and Planing Mill," 
with a dllily capacity of eight thousand feet, was 
erected in 1881, by E. J. Long, J. McNeill and H. 
Campbell. 

W. S. McC,i.be & Son have erected a steam .flour
mill, with a capacity of thirty barrels a day. In con· 
nection with this there is an elevator to facilitate the 
shipment of the surplus grain. 

The post-office was established in 1845, with Josiah 
Selby as postmaster. He was succeeded by the follow• 
ing per~ons: Iannc McCabe, W. • S. l\IcCabe, E. M. ~ 
McCabe, W. G. Davis, J ohn W. Poole and the present 
official, Miss Annie Dukes. • 

Salem l\I. E. Church, at Selbyville, was orgnniz~d 
by a congregation which fir~t worshipped in the resi
dence of David Murray. The tin-t church building 
was erected about 1812 in a. pine thicket near Sandy 
Branch, and was also used as a school-bouse. It was 
occupied until .1847. when the second church was 
built. This gave way in 1884 to the present build
ing, in the corner-stone of which are sealed the hlsto· 
rifll of· its predecessors. 

There are t wo public burial-grounds at the town, 
in which interments still take place. The oldest is 
th.e "Joseph Long." the first interment hn,·iog taken 
place over a hundred years ago. The "Hickory Tree 
Graveyard " derives its name from the fact that the 
remains of Mary Campbell, oldest daughter of Benja· 
min, and the first person interred, lie under a hic~o:ry 
tree, which is still standing. 

W14sahiokon 1Wbe, L 0. R . ill., No. 20, was instituted 
February 12, 1884, with the following charter mem.• 
hers : W. J. Ra.nkin, I. W. Long, W. R. McCabe, 
W. M. Morris, J. W. McNeil!, C. S. Hamblin, 0. J. 
Barker, F. P. Harper, E . D. Do.vis, J. F. Duk._is, J. 
W. Poole, George W. Ivins, D. J. Long, M. L. 
Watson, Albert Parker, Seth E. Pingler, E.W. Ping• 
ler, E. T. Williami1, J. W. McCabe, 0. W. Murry, 
W. J. Murry, T. W. B. McNeal, A. W. Murray, A. J . 
Hudson. 

RoxA.'!l"NA..-This hamlet is situated about four 
miles north west of Selby vii le. It has hnd three names, 
"Dog·s Ear Corner," h Centrerille" and the present. 
At the head of the Sound, J oseph Wilgus opened a 
store in 179-J.., which he continued until .1801. He 
also operated a brandy still, to which the fruits of the 
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Minutes, 1846--, 3 vols.; in possession of George Marsh. Register 
(baptisms, marriages, probationers, members, class records). 1860--, 5 vols,; 
in possession of pastor, Rev. Alpha B. Frye. Sunday School, 1936--, 12 vols. 
(1 vol. for each class); in possession of Mrs. Alpha B. Frye. Typed trans
cript of Register, 1846-1953, in State Archives. Records of incorporation 
and deeds: Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record: vol. B2, p.3030; vol. 
AAQ84, p.137; vol.BJ83, p.512; vol.BK84, p.139; vol.BX97, p.103; vol. 
CCN139, p.69; vol.DDV173, p.38; vol.DDM174, p.210; vol.DP0211, pp.291 
and 292; vol.DFK215, p.285; vol.DGE235, p.484. 

219. MILFORD NECK METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1790--, THompsonville. 

Otganized in 1790. Incorporated 1840 as Sardis Meeting House. First 
building erected near present site in 1790. It served also as a school
house. Present building was dedicated in 1840. It was revuilt in 1874. 
It is a two story frame building with an inscribed stone above the entrance. 
Church first served by Milford circuit. Now served by Rev. Hugh B. Kelso of 
Frederica circuit. See: sketcho of early history of church, manuscript in 
possession of H.A. Thompson. 

Minutes, 1917--, 1 vol.; in possession of Harry Clifton.Register, 1917--, 
l vol.; Financial, 1917--, 1 vol.; in possession of pastor, Rev. Hugh B. Kelso, 
Frederica. Sunday School, 1926--, 1 vol.; in possession of H.A. Thompson, 
Ladies' Aid Society, 1930--, lvol~; in possession of Mrs. Mary DeBennett, 
Milford. Deeds, 1830 and 1840, Constitution, plot, and picture of first church; 
in possession of H.A. Tjompson. Incomplete records, 1858-1917, in parsonages 
of Frederica, Harrington, Houston, and Milford. Records of incorporaton: 
Kent Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. A4, p.66; vol.Al2, p.348. 

220. SALEM METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1790--, Church St., Selbyville. 

Organized and first church erected, at northern edge of town, in 1790. 
This church was called Sandy Branch and was used until 1834 when a new church 
was built 50 yards northeast of first site, and the present name was adopted. 
In 18S4 a new church was built on Church St. Each of those was a one story 
frame structure. Present building was dedicated in 1911. I t is a one story 
granite block structure with a belfry and bell. First settled clergyman, un
known. See: D.J.Long, historical sketch in The Histroy of Selbyvil le, 
(Selbyville, privately printed, 1934). 

Minutes, 1844--, 1 vol.; in possession of H.Long; Register, 1906--, 5 
vols.; in possession of pastor, Rev. Roy T.Thawley. Financial, 1906--, 1 
vol.; in possession of Raymond Morris. Sunday School, 1844--, 10 vols.; in 
possession of L.W.Long, Jr. Records of incorporation and deeds: Sussex 
Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record, vo~l (AU43;) vol:AV44 , p, L63; 
vol.BBK104, p.464; vol. BBV121 , p .538 ; v l .DMPl~ p.50{L 

qg 
221. NEWPORT METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1796--, 116 Main St., Newport. 

Organized 1796 as a result of a series of revival services conducted 
during the preceding ten years under the leadership of Rev. Mr. Caldwell of 
Wilmington and a local evangelist, a young girl rec4ntly arrived from Ireland. 
Services were held in the schoolhouse until 1809 when a small frame chur ch 
was built on the present site. This was replaced in 1865, since which time 
the building has been remodeled twice, in 1890 and again in 1937. Two story 
brick building with stained glass win ows. First settled clergyman, Rev. 
Ezediel Cooper, who served this congregation in connection with the Asbury 
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Sussex County, Delaware (continued) 

of St. Johnstown Methodist Episcopal Church. The same year they were in
corporated, they bought of Samuel Stephens land "on which the Methodist 
Meeting-house now stands." The second structure erected was in 1822 and 
on September 19th, 1872, they erected the present building. It was im
proved in 1896. This church is in Nanticoke Hundred and is one mile east 
of Greenwood. 

St. Paul's l\Iethodist Protestant Cbui·ch, Little Creek Hundred, one and a 
half miles southeast of Laurel, was organized by th!! Rev. T. H. Burgess in 
the Sharp's schoolhouse in 1866. The ch1nch was built in 1870. In 1868, 
under the pastorate of. Rev. Jeremiah Clay, active measures were taken tor 
the erection of a church building, and lhree years later, the edifice was 
dedicated· by the pa.stor in charge, Rev. W. D. Litsinger, the cost being 
$800.00. The original members were Eli.zabeth Gordy, L.eah Gordy, W. L. 
Gordy, and John Vi'. D. McGee. The church was improYed in 1904 and they 
built their community house in 1924, at a cost of $500.00. 

St. Thomas 1\Iethoclist Episcopal Cl1w·ch in Broad Creek Hundred, wa.s 
at one time called Shortly Methodist Episcopal Ch uroh. The land upon 
which the church was built was given by Levin Hopkins. It was built in 
1800 and burned to the ground in 185'6. It ·was agai n. buil t in 1857, and 
also in 1887. Repairs have been made on it In 1892 and 1896. The church 
is closed as an active organization, but once a year they have an annual 
home coming and anniversary service. 

Salem Meeting-llouse, Methodist Episcopal Church, was organized and 
built In 1790, near Sandy Branch, outside ,of Selbyville. Another church 
was erected in 1S46. It ceased to function after the Selbyville church was 
built in 1885: 

Sand Hill Methodist Episcopal Church is a misnomer. Its proper name 
is Reed's Chapel. See that for details. 

Scott's Methodist Episcopal Cburcl1 is the name o'f one of the churches 
in Rehoboth Beach. See Rehoboth for details. 

Seafo1·d Methodist Episcopal Church. See St. John's. 

Seaford Methodist Protestant Chw·ch. See Mt. Olivet. 
Selbyville Methodist Pr·otestant Chw·ch was organized in 1910 and erect

ed their building in 1912, at a cost of S6.000.00. When the Millville 
Methodist Protestant Church was closed, the few members united 'l\•ith the 
Selbyville society.. The Selbyvllle Protestant group, finding the field pre
occupied, moved b.uilding and congregation to Dagsboro in 19 24. They sold 
tbeir lot In Selby'\'ille the following year for $326.00 . 

Sharp's l\Ietl1odist Episco1>al Cl1w·ch, stood near Milford. It was active 
in 184 6, closed sometime after that, but it has not been in existence in 
yea,rs. • 

Shiloh Methodist Protestant Chw-ch, Broad Creek Hundred, was built 
in 1879. The land was donated by W.W. Dashiel of Laurel, and the tr ustees 
l'eceivlng the land were Levin S. Bitch, and Reuben James. The community 
house was built in 1943 at a cost of $1,000.00. The church still stands on 
the Laurel-Millsboro road. 

Shortl~· l\Iethodist Epi5copal Church was the original name of the pres
ent St. Thomas Church. For more information see St. Thomas. 

Slaughter Neck Zion Meeting-house, Methodist Episcopal Church, in 
Cedar Creek Hundred, was. organized in 1777. They met in) the homes of 
the Stro.dley's, Rickards and Shockley's, before the church was built. It 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

1· 

October 14, 1946 
I • , . 

I •"" • • · .... 
. . 

I 

Dear Mr. Jarvias 

'fhe fact that Salem Church has carried 
on its work without interruption ·for one hundre~ 
and fifty-six years benrs eloquent witness to its 
constn1ctive work in the community. Gladly do I 
send hearty greetin~s to you and th.rough you to ·: > 
all who participate in the services ,cownemorating ; 
oo notable a milestone. • •· ) • :: ' 

. . 

Uy messae;e to the congregation is to be 
faithful and steadfast in guarding the spiritua~ 
tradition vlhich is their's out of so long a pas~ •. 

Reverend Charles s. Jarvis, 
Minister, 
Salecn Church, 
Selbyville, Delaware. 
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'THE WHITE HOUSE 

·, 

Reverend Charles S~ Jarvis, 
Minister, · 
Salem Church, 
Selbyville, Delaware. 
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-fl:. S SALEM BEFORE.19~ 

f,~ 1113 +- l'?~'f 
EDUCATIONAL BUILDING ADDED 1948 



Lewis Brumberg--Music Director and Organist 

Chrismon Tree Geraldine Stevens--Asst. Organist 
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Salem· Church Dedicates·· New Chancel 
SELBYVILLE - Sunday, Oct. 20, Salem Methodist Church held a dedication service in its remodeled 
sanctuary, attended by about 500 persons. Th~ photo shows a portion of the chancel, which was dedi• 
cated in honor of John G. Townsend, Jr., and the former ministers of Salem Church. It includes from 
left to right, Dr~ Hartwell Chandler, Dover District superintendent; Bishop F rederlck B. Newell, who 
conducted" the dedication , and delivered the momlng sermon; John G. Townsend, Jr. and the minister of 
Salem, "the Rev. David w, Baker. A Fellowship turkey dinner was served after the morning service by 
the special proJects committee of the Woman's Society of Christlan Service. At 7,30 p,m., the new piano 
was dedicated and a recital presented by Salem students of Mrs. James Adkens. The students present• 

, lng the proiram are: Florence Baker, Dale Buntin.I?, Donna Grav, Bessie Holloway, Gail Lynch, Faye 
• , McCabe,, r'aith McCabe, Linda Lou McCabe, ¥ary Mumford, Jeffrey Mumford, Judy Murray, Susan 

Murray an4 Susan Smith . ., 

.,I 



~e..v, ThomasW. Hurley /977-;,Jl/, 
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SINGING EVANGELISTS 

Special Songs 
used by · 

..... --· --.~..- ::,,.,. 

": · ~ ' . 

.. 

____ ... . 

· ·- ,,. - -,~, ... --=- ··.--

Berge Sisters 
Singing Evangelists 

. ...,; ,~-.~~~':"--~-":".'~ _..:_·_:----=-___.;..:;;. ....:---'-.. ~-'- - · -~~-~---- - ~ 

-...-.--- ._........ - .. ~ .... - .• - -_ 

,r· Address ,-
-.Fox Chase, • • • 

or 
Keansburg, • • 

Price -5 cents 

• 

Phila. 

N.J . 

;4' ~ "),\.,J 

c.;-e-i ~1.0,-.) 
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(Tune-"Marching Through Geo~gi'a") 

Hear ye sons of Delaware, 
The call that comes tci you,' 
A call to 'every man who' would 
To Home and Stat.~ be true ; 
A call_ to rise in .righteousness, _ 
To think, and pray,- arid do; 
Smite with the ·baliot for temperance! 

• CHORUS. 
Awake! Awake! Ye sons· of Delaware! . 
Awake·! Awake I Repeat it everywhere 
Arise and smite our common fcie,. • 
The boasting demon rum ; . 
Smite with the ballot for temperance 1 

Long our foe has tr.iumphed o'er us, 
As a licensed wrong ; 
Long has,slain ,our·noble. sons, 
A great· and mighty throng ; 
Now w~'ll smite him to the dust, 

'We' ll smite him good and strong,,· 
·S~ite with the ballot for temperance ! . ' 

Ma~y eyes will weep for joy 
When we s.hall smite our foe ; 

- , · t~ _ . Many &;mes will be redeemed 
; •l· ·• . ..,~.J..,That now are filled with woe; .. 
1 ~.- ." ,, , And 'D i_,mond State will grow apace 

• ,~• - ,. ~ • As rivers· seaward,flow, 

1 
\ r':,~· :- Smite ~ t t~ 'tp~ '!=>allo"t, for ~emperance I 
I :,.-.., Then sing- it out.ye brave and true, 

From hill.'.top to the sea: . 
Froclaim the day of victory, 
The year of Jubilee: 
Our noble state so long enthralled 
By rum, shall riow be free ; 
Smite with the ballot for temperance ! 

I 

' • 
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il 
Class No. 3 ( C. M .. Simpler wad.er ... ~ 

Ca)c.h /'1 . ~; 
Class 

Baker F. .. v. L•n~ Frank Murray Allie 

Baker Sallie Lon" Walter 
( _/ 

. Murray p~ \, ._ 1.:t-t.t.,.,.~.,-... • 

Baker earl 
. ,•,H ~ • \ , ' 

Lonli: Flecta Morr' i s F.rnest 
' j :> 

H&r'·b~~t- l;"' ,. , . ..,•,/~ 
1 

Len~ Sarah A. Morris Alice 

Ba;ke~r-a-nc ls' ' 

Brasure F.ddie 

Bowden J&hn ~ . 
' l 

:Bowden 'F,lizah<=!t,h 

Bri t t.in,ha_.>n Louise 

Davie Will is' 

Derrickson Wilmer 
// f/~ 13 

H,unbl'1. ~-~ I 

Hua.sen £tella 

Hud.-sefi Ue·a t i r ·_ 

Huisen Mary E. 

Hill Robert 

Hill F.mllla 

II-

Lan~ Elizabwth 

Lon~ Henere t ta 
<l 

. .... 

S~ockl" Peter 

.Shook~ey Alice 

S i 1.r1p 1 e r c . M • 

.Tulia 

McC~be Juli a , 11 Si:mpl ~r 

F ~a.rik _ 1 
fl, oo·t, iA. 
Victur ~ 

. / . 

Mccabe Catharine·.· ) \ .Simpler 

McCabe 'F,llj ah ~ . \ ~i~~~e~ 
~· , . tM-')I"; ~ 

McCab6 .Jehn ., Simpler Jennia 

·.Mee.:~ -:.ra,me a 

McCabe Hattie 

McCabe Harry ,, ,,,.~ 
Murray M. ,T. 

Murray F.liz a 

Murray n. ,T. 

MurrayAra B. 

Murray Jeshua 

• 
• 

.. 

Si _mpler r,l iff e r a I'/.. 

Stev ens William4. 

Stevens Mary 

Stevens Lee 

StP.vens Mrs. Le e 

Mary Alice Stevens 

Truitt cor a 
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I ~ THE CHURCH 

1963 

I AM THE CHURCH! 

All the love of God, the great Architect, 

All the sacrifice of Christ, the great Builder, 

All the dreams of dauntless prophets, 

All the faith of hopeful pioneers, 

All the hope of countless millions 

All the joy of conquering Christians are enclosed 
within my wallsl 

I N:11 THE CHURCH! 

Without me, civilization must crumble! 

With me is eternity! 

David William Baker, Minister 
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_,,. METHODIST MINUTES 
IN CEl.EBRATION CF THE J\MERlu\N M.Ell-iOOl5r BICENTI:NNW.: , 

Remarkable Black Preachers 

Q ne of the extraordinary 
features in early Methodist annals 
is their record of the emergence of 
Negro preachers with unusual 
talent. This is especially surprising 
when we consider their limited 
opportunities to secure an 
education and develop their talents. 

Certainly one of the most 
remarkable black preachers was 
Harry Hosier, traveling 
companionand servant/guide of 
Francis Asbury. Born in North 
Carolina about 1750 as a slave, he 
was freed, converted, and became 
the first black Methodist local 
preacher. He could neither read 
nor write-but he could proclaim 
dramatically and effectively the 
unsearchable riches of God's love. 

Hosier, or Black Harry as he· 
was called, was popular with 
whites as well as with his own 
race. Benjamin Rush, a signer of 
the Declaration of Independence, 
declared, "Making all allowances 
for his illiteracy he was-the greatest 
orator in America." Many whites 
preferred. to hear Hosier rather 
than Asburv or Coke, and Coke 
even said that Hosier was the best 
preacher in the world. 

Another effective black 
preacher was known as Uncle 
Pompey; in his youth he was a 

slave of Nathanael Moore of 
Tennessee, a brother-in-law of 
William McKendree. He was 
converted at a camp meeting and, 
showing promise as a preacher, 
was given his freedom so that he 
might go where he pleased. Uncle 
Pompey moved to Middle 
Tennessee, where he was a 
well-known preacher to whites. 
During the Christmas holidays in 
1832, when he preached at Old 
Center Church, the congregation 
was so large that the people 
adjourned to the campground 
where they listened for an hour. 

One of Uncle Pompey's last 
sermons was preached on the final 
night of a camp-meeting in 1836, 
again at Old Center. His sermon 
was only twenty minutes long, but 
it was stirring: 'The whole audi
ence seemed to sway to and fro. 
... Cries for mercy, groans of 
agony, and shouts of praise were 
so numerous and loud that, strong 
and loud as his voice was, one 
could scarcely hear him, and he 
e.xclaimed: 'When de Lord preaches, 
Pompey stops,' and sat down." 

A third black preacher who 
had unusual influence was known 
as Mark McNice (or McNease}, or 
Uncle Mark. Born a slave in South 
·Carolina, he later lived in Texas 

hetween Austin and Houston. He 
~.ad an extraordinary mind-he 
<'.ould repeat any sermon he heard, 
.1lmost word for word. Soon he 
was employed to preach once each 
month to a Baptist congregation, 
even though he was Methodist by 
choice. 

Later McNice was purchased 
by the Texas Annual Conference, 
which gave him his freedom to 
serve his own people as a roving 
preacher until his death. Com
mented O. M. Addison, "When the 
Master shall crown His saints, this 
Texas negro preacher will not be 
the least distinguished among 
them." 

Another black leader who 
stands high as a devoted Christian 
and a very great scholar was John 
Wesley Gilbert of Georgia. 
Recently, E. Clayton Calhoun of 
The United Methodist Church 
called Gilbert (who was a minister 
in the. Colored-now Christian
Methodist Episcopal Church) ''a 
Christian gentleman, professor, 
scholar,. linguist, preacher, lecturer, 
churchman, missionary, writer, 
editor . . . one of the finest 
products of and contributors to 
Methodist higher education." 

Gilbert was born of humble 
parents near Augusta, Georgia, in 
1865~ He graduated from Paine 
College, a school for Negroes 
jointly sponsored by the Colored 
Methodist Episcopal Church and 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

South. He then attended Brown 
University, won a scholarship to 

. study Greek at the American 
School of Qassics in Athens, 
Greece, and later became a 
professor at Paine. 

In 1911 he agreed to 
accompany Bishop Walter R. 
Lambuth of the southern, Methodist 
Church to Africa to choose a 
location for a Methodist mission 
station. The two men shared all 
aspects of the trip as Christian 
brothers. They employed 60 c.airiers 
and walked more than 1,000 miles. 
In his diary, Lambuth wrote: "I 
know John W. Gilbert as few men 
do . ... For sincerity of purpose, 
high character, and noble ideals, he 
has few equals and surely no 
superior . . .. He put not only his 
brain but his conscience into his 
work. It was masterful. . . . _ He is 
diligent, painstaking, and conse
crated. He has breadth, culture, 
and piety. He is a Christian at 
heart and in his daily life." 

Bishop Lambuth tells about 
their departure from some Africans 
who thronged around to shake 
hands. "I told Gilbert that we had 
gotten into a country of 
Methodists. . . . A leper came 
forward and stretched out his 
hand. I did not have the heart to 
refuse him the touch of sympathy. 
... 0 that I might have had the 
power to heal! But I offered him 
what was better-Jesus, the Bread 
of Life, the Balm of Gilead.'' 

Next week: Fighting "Demon Rum" 
Methodist Minutes, compiled and written by 

Walter N. Vernon 

- Melnoot91 Blcentenriel s..t.:,,!>00" SeMoo 
c 1VM i,y ~ - · NurM~ . r- . uu,o ,n USA. 85&41 
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Local chapter of. 
small folks' group 
helps them cope 
in land of giants 

By NANCY E. LYNCH 
Special to Delmarva

1 
Crossroads 

SELBYVILLE - The reunion, 
pervasive with a sense of well
being, included swapping jokes, 
ruminating over the past and trad• 
ing one•liners. 

ill Hutt on Dick Mowry 
an<l C arlie Eyler visited through 
the afternoon, a comfortabfe fra• 
ternity fueled by their common 
genetic misfire. 

The trio is bound by size - or 
the lack of it. None is·talletthan •• 
54 inches. As dwarfs. they have to 
think big in a world of "giants" but 
coping is their watchword and .•• -
stature on a physical plane is sec
ondary. 

This get-together was at Hud• 
son's house in Selbyville; but they 
meet frequently throughout the 
year with their wives - Hudson is 
the lone bachelor - and scores of 
others at chapter and district 
meetings of Little people of 
America, a 4,000•member national 
organization of persons 4-feet, 10 
inches tall or less. 

"We take life as it is, honey," 
. quips Hudson, 55, the subject of a 
Morning News\interview in 1973. 

, "What else are we gonna do? We 
have-advantages and we have dis� 
advantages." 

To an individual of average 
height, for example, light . 
switches, pay.phones and elevators 
are commonplace convenien,::es. 
To a little or small person, as

. dwarfs and midgets prefer to be 
called, these "conveniences" are 
virtually unreachable. 

"We don't use the word 'handi� 
cape:_E:d' but if you're small and 
you re in an elevator and want 1to 
go to the:16th floor, you're not 

. . . . . I 

i-·�-f�� 

I 

Left, Bill Hudson of Selbyville tends his garden from his wheelchair; 
Staff Photo by SU5an L Greov 

Pat Mowry of Seaford, at right, hangs clothes on her five-foot clothesline. 

. . going to get there unless someone 
helps you because you can't reach 
the.button," says Eyler, 56, an 
articulate and balding Hager
stown, Md., accountant. 

He claims a long•terni spinal 
condition has lopped four inches 
off his one-,time height of 4 feet 1 O. 
inches. "I've learned to live with 
certain restrictions," he adds with-
out rancor. . 

And though his back is stooped, 
Eyler walks freeiy.-Hudson; two 
inches shorter, heavier-and beset 
With malady, bas been sidelined - • 
but no less active - in recent 

!'It· , 
......... 

years and takes comfort in his 
wheelchair. "I'm on my sixth set of 
wheels," he teases. "But if you 
really want to know what it's like 
being small, try doing everything 
on your knees." 

\ 

Mowry, 42, 50 inches tall, navi-, 
gates with the help o! two canes. 
He and· his wife Pat, an inch 
shorter, live outside Seaford and 
will celebrate their first anniver
sary in September. 
. • Though pnys1cally llinHed, most 
little people are fully productive 
and buoyantly positive. Ingenuity, 

• they have discovered, counters
... 

most height disadvantages. 
. Folding metal extenders that fit 

in pockets or handbags often assist 
the little person's limited reach. 
Hudson carries an old milk crate 
in his car - fitted with extension 
pedals - as a bandy aid. 
. "We're as in�ependent as you'll 

find," says Eyler, once national 
treasurer of LPA, founded 25 

• years ago in Reno by Hollywood's
-pint-size Billy Barty as a social
organization for little people .

LPA today, Eyler believes, is 
more than a bustle of social activ• 

-s• LEARNINC, Page 4
� 
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learning to live in a big work~-

I 
Staff lllloto bY. Sus,n L. Greva 

Charles and L:ouise Eyler are two active little people who get a lot 
out of being members of Little People of America. 

Continued from Page 1 

ity. He sees the support group as 
an emotional backstop'for the 
thousands of Americans who must 
view the world from their special 
perspective.. • 

"One of the purposes of LPA is to 
help the little person adjust to the 
outside world as opposed to look
ing for halp within the home. So 
many little people were overpro-

, tected as children by-their par- -
ents," Eyler says. 

LPA, he explains, is divided into 
12 districts across the country. 
Districts are farther divided into· 
chapters. "We're in District 3 -
North and South Carolina, Vir
ginia, Maryland, Delaware and 
Washington." Eyler is secretary
treasurer o·f tlie Delmarva Chapter 
- Delaware, Marylancj, Washing
ton and parts of Virginia - and his 
wife.Louise is president. Together, 
they founded the chapter.and have 
rot~ted offices. The Mowry~ 
recently.hosted a chapter meeting 
in Seaford. . • • ' 

Annual membership in LPA is 
$10 for an individual, $15 for a , 
family and $7 :50 for th~ 12 and 
under - "little littlt! people." LP A 
has a height'ceiling of 58 inches for 
membersjlip. "The average height 
is about 4 feet," Eyler say~. • 

' 

·Little people get ·t9gether 
to give one .anoth·er support 

He and some fellow members 
were instrurriental in 1968 in 
organizing the LPA Foundation 
whose purpose, he says, "is to raise 
.funds and s.olicit money on a tax-', 
free basis. Providing scholarships 
and money for medical research 
are the largest part of the founda-
tion's work." • 

Eyler calls the foundation a '.'sis
ter" organization to LPA and says 
it has been of tremendous value to 
ltttle people. !'We also assist ,mar-

•· ried couples who are unable to .
have.children of their own to 
adopt. Frequently, an average-sie:e 
p~rson with a little person is not 
able to .cope with the child's handi
cap·so they put it up for adoption . . 
What's more fitting than for little 
peoe_le to adopt a little child?" ' . 

LfA and the foundation encom
pass many dimensions of the lit_tle 
•person's life. Many members, 
including Eyler and Mowry, met 
their spou~es at LPA functions. 
Surprisingly, for ajot of people, 
going to their first LPA gathering 
is difficult. • 

'.'I gu~ss I was s~lf-conscious - I 

belonged to LPA quite a while 
before I ever went to the meet
ings," acknowledges Hudson. "But 
when I finally went, it was great. 
Once you ·go, then you go all the 
time." 
_ "That first meeting_is a great 
experience - you can look eye to 
eye when you're talking with 
someone," a~es Mowry. "And no 
one calls you shorty,"_Eyler adds. 

"You've got to realize the only 
way you'r-e going to make.a go of 
t_pings is to sell yourself_ and you 
can't sell yourself unless you h~ve 
1-omething to sell," Eyler con- • • 
tinues. "In LPA, we've got law
yers, dental technicians, a judge iri 
North Carolina arid in Texas one of 
our LPA members is running for 
Congress." ' • • ·--...:...-., 

Eyler has logged 28' years with 
Brethren Mutual Insurance in 
Hagerstown, iS now assistant sec-· 
retary-treasu~er of the company 
~nd-has sevenl)eople ~orking for_ 
him. He's ~lso secretary of the • • 

, Hagerstown Lions Club. His wife 
has been·a civilian employee of ·the 
Navy ,for 29 yeats. . - • 

Mowry has a full-time job rewir
ing motors for a Seaford electric 
·company. Hudson, the only child of 
a blacksmith, used to work for the 
Selbyville weekly newsp~per. He's 
had to ease away from full-time 

. work but tills a garden in his 
wheelchair and scours the country
side for recyclable alumlnurn 
.cans. • • -· 

"For the majority of us, our p·ar
ents were normal size - there's no 
pattern, really, to' why some of us 

• are small. Johns Hopkins has iden
tified 85-JOO different types of 
dwarfs and they say it's all _ 
genetic," Eyler says'. "Withip our 
chapter we have .a little lit~le pe~
son whose father is 6-feet, five 
• inches tall and whose mother ls 
tall: This child is number eight of 
nine kids and just turned out small 
On the other hand, we have two 
little people who.married and have 
average size children." 
_ .· LPA in April hosted its first • 
international conference in Wash
ington to extend the sense of com
munity to litUe people in other 
countries. ~We're proud of LPA,'! 
Eyler says, "and of what·w(re 
doing. Our ultimate, I guess, is to 
predict a genetic match before 
conception and someday p:ut LPA 
out of business." '- • 
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SUSS.EX COUNTY 1343 

The Old Sound M. F,, Church i~ one of the olde~t of 
that denomination in Sussex County. Freeborn Gar· 
rot.son preached in this section for Revera! years, hold
ing services under the branches of a white oak which 
yet stands about a mile north of the present church, 
and at the head of Assawoman Bay. Speaking of 
the meetings held there, he says, in his diary: "The 
work of the Lord broke out there, the people wept 
on every side, and after a aormon of three hours 
seemed fixed to the spot." His a tradition that he 
felled the first tree that was used in the erection of 
the chapel which, with the aid of thirty converts, he 
built in 1784. 

It wa.~ of hewed frame, and shingled on sides as 
well as roof, One acre of ground was purchased, for 
which twenty shillings were paid. The deed, be11ring 
date of April, 1784, was granted to Trustees James 
Liiws, John Aydelott, Solomon Ev11nR, Art.bur Wil
liams, Andrew Williams, Ezekiel William, John Dier, 
Willinm Powell and John Coe, William Powell was 
elected clerk, The deed contains the proviso '' that 
the ministers preach no other doctrine than is con
tained in Rev. John Wesley's notes on the New 
Testament, and his four volumes of ~ermons." From 
the year of its erection uu til 1806, service.'! were held 
without interruption. 1n that year a meeting of the 
trustees was held, at which it was decided to adjourn 
sine du:. This action was taken on account of the 
lack of money necessary to i-epair the chapel, which 
had become wholly until tor ase. In 1807, after ten 
days' notice, the congregation again convened, when 
the name wa;, changed to Williams' Chapel. The 
trustees elected were Arthur Williams, Ezekiel Wil
liams, William Rickards, William Powell, Thomas 
Evans, Robert Wildgoose and Isaac Rogers, 'l'he old 
church was repaired and again occupied. In 1828 it 
was again in need of repairs, and an appeal for sub
scriptions was made to "all charitable and well
meaning persons, friendly to the religion of' Christ." 
A year la1er it was rebuilt, and services were held 
until 187fi. At that time it was abandoned, and a 
new church erected about a mile ~outheast of the 
original si tc. It is yet occupied, and services are 
being held regularly, 

Lnng's Chapel, M. F,, (colored), wae built in 1883. 
'l'he laud was donated by James Bishop to Tru~tees 
James William~. George Bingle, Handy Selby, Arnold 
Purnell and John Hutchins. The chapel has now 
a membership of thirty persons. 

Srn,RYVILLE,-This thriving little town lies near 
the line dividing Delaware from Il'laryland. While 
its territory wa.~ still under Maryland jurisdiction, 
one Matthew McCabe was a resident in the vicinity 
and a blacbmith. His principal business was 
the forging of plow-shares. He served as a soldiei· 
through the Revolution, and died of the small-pox in 
after years, He lived upon a tract of' thirty acres 
called" Long Lot," which, in 1818, was regun,eyed 
to Arthur i\'IcCabe, A year pre\•ions to that ti me 
Joseph Jena and fsaiah Long erected a saw-mill upon 

!he Run at the place now known as Selby's Mill-pond, 
which they conducted for ma:ny yenrs and sold to 
Samuel Selby, who, in 1842, moved a store to the 
plac6 from over iu Maryland. Selby sold his store to 
William S. McCabe, the present owner, who, in 1850, 
built another store, which ranks third in the com
mercial interest of Sus!ex County. 

Other stores were opened from time to time and 
have been kept respectively by Stephen Long, Jos. 
Layton, William G. Davis, John D. McCabe, George 
W. Ivins and .John Poole, In 1879 o, saw-mill was 
moved to Selbyville by Messrs. Parker and Garmon 
from Wicomoco County, _Maryland, and three year~ 
later removed to Williamsville, where it ill now oper
ated. The Selbyville " Steam Saw and Planing Mill," 
with a dll.ily capacity of eight thousand feet, was 
erected in 1881, by E, J. Long, J. McNeill and H. 
Campbell. 

,v. S. McC11be & Son have erected n steam flour
mill, with a c11pacity of thirty barrels a d:ty, In ean
nection with this there is an elevator to facilitate the 
shipment -of the surplus grain, 

'l'he pOBt-office was eatablishod in 1845, with .T osiah 
Selby as postmaster. He was succeeded by the follow
ing perwnll,: Isaac McCabe, Vv.' S. McCabe, E. M. 
McCabe, W, G. Davfa, John W. Poole and the present 
official, Miss A nnic Dukes. 

Salem M:, E. Church, at Selbyville, was organized 
by a congregation which fir.st worshipped in the resi
dence of David Murray. The :!il'!lt church building 
was erected about 1812 in a pine thicket near Sandy 
Branch, and was also used as a .school house. rt was 
occupied until 1847, when the second church was 
built. This gave way in 1884 to the present build
ing, in the eoruer-stone of which aro sealed the histo
ries of its predecessors. 

There are two public burial-gronnds at the town, 
in which interments still take place. The oldest is 
the" Joseph Long," the fir.st interment having taken 
place over a hundred years ago, The "Hickory Tree 
Graveyard" derives its rn,me from the fact that the 
remains of Mary Campbell, olrlestdnughter of Benja
min, an<l the first person interred, lie under a hickory 
tree, w.bich is still standing. 

lViMahickon 11ribe, I. 0. R. M., No. 20, was instituted 
February 12, 1884, with the following charter mem
bers: W. J. Rankin, I. W. Long, W. R. McCabe, 
W, M. Morris, J. W. McNeill, C. S. Hamblin, C. J. 
Barker, F. P, Harper, E. D. Davis, J, F. Duk.is, .T. 
W. Poole, George W, Ivins, D, .T. Long, M. L. 
Watson, Albert Parker, Seth E. Pingler, KW. Ping
ler, E. T. Williams, J. W, McCabe, C. W. Murry, 
W . .T. Murry, T. W. li, McNeal, A. W. Murray, A. J. 
Hudson. 

RoxANN"A,-This hamlet is Hituated about four 
miles northwest of Selbyville. It has had three names, 
"Dog's Ear Corner," '' Centroville" and the present. 
At the head of the Sound, Joseph Wilgus opened a 
store in 1794, which he continued until 1801. He 
also operated a brandy still, to which the fruits of the 
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July 26, 1874, with the Revs. J. B. Mann and Wm. F. Talbot in charge. 'fhe 
name "Zion" was chosen to distinguish it from Union Sound Church east of 
Williamsville. The church was rebuilt in 1921. The schoolhouse, a short dis
tance south of the church was purchased from the State B. of E. on Nov. 22 
1935. It was rebuilt for use as a church-house and was opened on July 1, 1939'. 
Additional land for the cemetery was purchased on April 8, 1942, from Wilmer 
S. Evans. 

Roxana Pilgrim Holiness Church was organized after two series of tent
meetings in a nearby grove. The church was built, in 1928, on a plot of l~nd 
donated, on Nov. 24, 1928, by J. Frank Lynch, for that purpose only. In 1941, 
when the road in front of the church was widened, the State allowed them 
damages and moved the church across the road to a new site purchased on 
May 26, 1941, from Chas. E. Richards . A new wing, containing a Sunday 
School room and a new tower were added to the church. The Lynch land was 
returned to him on Aug. 5, 1941. The church was incorporated on June 30, 
1942. A ,new parsonage was built in 1942 . 

Christ's Sanctified Holy Church. This church was incorporated on Aug. 
1, 1896, with Chas. H. Lynch, Wm. S. Hickman, Joshua J. Stephens, Abisha D. 
Cooper and Chas. F. Hudson as trustees. They held their meetings in different 
member's homes for nine years. On Mar. 17, 1905, Orlando B. Lynch donated 
a church site on his farm at Long's Ridge. A frame church was then built and 
occupied. In 1944, the members decided to seek a new site for their activities. 
The church and lot then came into the possession of Dory Evans who rented 
the building out as a warehouse. 

Christ' s Church then held their meetings in a former schoolhouse at Bay
ard for about eight months . Late in March, 1945, they rented the former Omar 
M. E. Church from Louis F. Daisey and they are still meeting there. 

Salem Methodist Church (M.E.) at Selbyville. A Methodist Society was 
organiz1=d, in 1789, in the home of David James Murray, on his farm, one and 
one-half miles n. e. of Selbyville. This was the birthplace, at a later date, of 
the Rev. W. L. S. Murray, D.D., pr_ominent in Methodism. The farm is now 
owned and operated by Joshua L. Murray. 

In the spring of 1 790, a basket-meeting was held in the grove at Sandy 
Branch, opposite the present Red Men's Cemetery, at which time 28 persons 
were converted. A combined church and day-school was then built in the 
grove. The inside was unfinished, had a fireplace for heat, used light-wood for 
illumination at night services and the benches were made of slab wood with 
holes bored in them for inserting legs. The church was incorporated on Feb. 
28, 1833. Fifty-two poles of land, were donated on Nov. 2, 1833, by Milburn 
Murray. 

The second church was built in 1849 near Sandy Branch on the land of 
Zeno Long. He deeded the site for the church to the trustees on May 3, 1849. 
Tallow candles were used and some of the old ladies would light their pipes 
from the candles for a "drag" on the way home. There was a gallery for the 
negroes who would nearly raise the roof with their shouting. In the mean
time, the town of Selbyville had sprung ~P and, in 1883, a third church was 
built in town. The old church was sold to Mr. Long who used it as a barn. It 
was in use until about 1935 when it was burned. 

In the new church chandeliers holding oil lamps were ~ed. Land was 
purchased, on May 5, 1886, from Wm. R. McCabe and on June 19, 1895, from 
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