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Indian Mission Methodist Church (M.P.), Previous to 1880 the Nanti­
coke Indians worshipped at Harmony Church, pronounced with the accent on 
"mo." A new preacher was assigned to Harmony Church in the late 1870's. 
He was of the evangelical type and advocated that the Indians and negroes 
should mingle in every way, including their religious devotions. Part of the 
congregation was willing to do this but another gra.up was bitterly opposed 
to it. The opponents withdrew from the church, in 1881, and built Johnson's 
Chapel, located less than a mile east of Holleyville. The one-acre church site 
was donated on Mar. 27, 1884, by Jesse E. Joseph. The chapel was incorpora.ted 
on May 23, 1915. 

In 1921, a new church was built and named "Indian Mission M. P. 
Church." The old chapel was moved to a farm about one-half mile south 
where it is used as a farm building. Indian Mission Church with its well-kept 
graveyard would be a credit to any race and here the Nanticoke Indians hold 
their religious services and their community activities. The tombstones in the 
graveyard date back to that of Ann W. Johnson who died on Oct. 7, 1885. 

St. Georges P. E. Chapel, known locally as "The Brick Chapel," is lo­
cated one and one-half miles n. e. of Indian Mission Church. On May 8, 1706, 
Roger Corbett donated one acre of land upon which to build "a religious 
place of worship." It was located in Angola Neck on the south side of Love 
Branch. It was subject to a yearly rental of one g rain of Indian corn, if de­
manded. A log church was built that year. 

The Rev. Wm. Becket reported that the first church was finished in De­
cember, 1719. The frame was of oak, 20 ft. by 25 ft. by 12 ft. high. The 
walls and roof were covered with red oak boards. There was a gallery. In 
1725, the length of the building was increased by 15 ft. This church was 
destroyed by fire in l 792. In 1794, the present church was built of bricks 
burned near the church site. After ninety years service, the walls became 
cracked so that it was necessary to remodel the building in 1883. The height 
of the building was cut down, part of the galleries were removed and the 
entire style of architecture was charged. 

In 1884, the wall in front of the church was replaced with an iron fence. 
In 1889-90, a new organ was presented by the Guild. In 1911, a new bell was 
presented and new chancel furniture was installed. The tower and porch were 
added in 1916. On June 25, 1916, these improvements and the bell were dedi­
cated by Bishop Frederick J. Kinsman. The church was renovated during the 
summer of 1927. There is a large graveyard in which many prominent Sussex 
Countians are buried. There is a broken tombstone leaning against the front 
wall of the church. It is inscribed to the memory of Thomas Pretyman who 
died on Jan. 3, 1765. This is the oldest inscribed tombstone in the graveyard. 
Mr. Pretyman's grave is beneath the present church building. 

Io recent years the celebration of Rogation Rites has been resumed at 
St. George's Church. Rogation Days in the Episcopal Calendar are the Mon­
day, Tuesday and Wednesday preceding Ascension Day. This observance, 
started in the fifth century in old England, consists of prayers of intercession 
for a good harvest of the crops being planted. There is a tree at St. George's 
planted in memory of Bishop Philip Cook. 

Unity Methodist Church (M.E.). On Sept. 22, 1810, Arthur Milby deeded 
to a board of trustees the land upon which Unity Church is built, at Fair­
mount. The first church was erected in 1810 and it was rebuilt in 1842. The 
present c~urch was built in I 887. A homecoming service is held each year in 
the fall. 



all over the place. There is one group of graves surrounded by a brick wall 
that was originally three or four feet high but which has crumbled down 50 
that one can now step over it. In this plot is the grave of Simon Kollock, Es­
quire. Mr. Kollock was buried in 1817 at the age of eighty years. It is very 
evident that Mr. Kollock was a man of consequence as his tombstone states 
that he was an .elder of the church for forty years which is mute evidence that 
the church was built before 1777. His tombstone also states that he served his 
State in its Judicial, Legislative and Military Departments. Referring to the 
State Archives, we find that he was the Speaker of the Delaware House of 
Representatives in 1782 and that he was Lieut. Col. of the 6th Regiment of 
the Delaware Militia which was a part of the Revolutionary Army. 

It is a pity that someone does not take enough interest to keep these 
graves and their surroundings in good shape as it would cost but little. It 
seems a shame that the grave of a former Speaker of the House and Revolu­
tionary Officer should be enveloped in a deep forest, unknown and unseen 
except by an occasional gunner. 

The First Seventh Day Adventist Church, colored, of Millsboro, is located 
four and one-half miles east and north of Millsboro. Seven acres of land were 
purchased on Feb. 12, 1924, from Able Ableman. The church was incorporated 
on Sept. 19, 1925. Additional land was purchased from Burton C. Street on 
June to, 1927. The church was built in·1933, previous to which time meetings 
had been held in private homes. There is a graveyard beside the church. 

Zoar Methodist Church (M.E.) is located at Zoar, four miles north of 
Millsboro. T radition says that it was founded in the late l 700's and that a log 
church was built. Both Bishop Coke and Bishop Asbury are bel ieved to have 
preached in this church. 

On Ap'r. 22, 1802, Robert Lacey donated one and one-quarter acres of 
land on the east side of the road from his house. The church trustees were 
W m. B. Ennis, Isaac Atkins, John Morr is, Levin Records, Thos. Grice, Bagwell 
Baker, Jos. Morris, Wm. Harris and Wm. Lacey. A cypress-shingle chusch was 
built. T he church was incorporated on Nov. 5, 1"810. 

Another church of similar const ruction was started in 1894. The corner­
stone was laid on Dec. 2, 1894, by the Revs. G . L. Hardesty and C. A. Grise. 
This building was burned in 1910. The p resent building, of cement blocks, 
was started immediately with the Rev. James L. Derrickson, the pastor, doing 
most of the carpenter work. T his building was dedicated on Feb. 19, 1911. In 
1805, when camp-meetings were being established, one was built in the grove 
beside the church. The camp was closed in 1919, yet two of the frame cottages 
are sti ll standing. 

There was a small burying-ground to the rear of the church in early 
days but all evidence of it has been gone for more than fifty years. 

St. John's Methodist Church (M.E.) is located four and one-half mil~s 
east of Georgetown. Meetings were first held in private homes and later in 

the Springfield schoolhouse near Springfield Crossroads. They were incor­
porated on July 3, 1852, as the "Trustees of Johnson's Society." They were 
also known as "St. John's M. E. Chapel." The one-acre church site was_ pu_r· 
chased on July 27, 1852, from James E. Blizzard. The church was built in 

1853. Land was donated 011 Dec. 19, 1874, by Peter Rust and more land was 
purchased on Aug. 12, 1894, from Chas. H. Joseph. The chusch was rebuilt 
in 1907. An attractive graveyard is !aid out beside the church, the tombstones 
dating back to 185 7. 

Indian Mission Methodist Church (M.P.). Previous to 1880 the Nanti­
coke Indians worshipped at Harmony Church, pronounced with the accent on 
"mo." A new preacher was assigned to Harmony Church in the late 1870's. 
}-fe was of the evangelical type and advocated that the Indians and negroes 
should mingle in every way, including their religious devotions. Part of the 
con_gregation was willing to do this but another group was bitterly opposed 
to it. The opponents withdrew from the church, in 1881, and built Johnson's 
Chapel, located less than a mile east of Holleyville. The one-acre church site 
was donated on Mar. 27, 1884, by Jesse E. Joseph. The chapel was incorporated 
on May 23, 1915. 

In 1921, a new church was built and named "Indian Mission M. P. 
Church." The old chapel was moved to a farm about one-half mile south 
where it is used as a farm _building. Indian Mission Church with its well-kept 
graveyard would be a credit to any race and here the Nanticoke Indians hold 
their religious services and their community activities. The tombston•es in the 
graveyard date back to that of Ann W. Johnson who died on Oct. 7, 1885. 

Sc. Georges P. E. Chapel, known locally as "The Brick Chapel," is lo-
~ cated one and one-ha1f miles n. e. of Indian Mission Church. On May 8, 1706, 

Roger Corbett donated one acre of land upon which to build "a rel igious 
place of worship." It was located in Angola Neck on the south side of Love 
Branch. It was subject to a yearly rental of one grain of Indian corn, if de-

• manded. A log church was built that year . 
The Rev. Wm. Becket reported that the first church was finished in De­

cember, 1719. The frame was of oak, 20 ft. by 25 ft. by 12 ft. high. The 
walls and r"oof wete covered with red oak boards. There was a gallery. In 
1725, the length of the building was increased by 15 ft. This church was 
destroyed by fire in 1792. In 1794, the present chusch wa_s built of bricks 
burned near the church site. After ninety years service, the walls became 
cracked so that it was necessary to remodel the building in 1883. T he heigh t 
of the building was cut down, part of the galler ies were removed and the 
entire style of architecture was charged. 

In 1884, the wall in front of the church was replaced with an iron fence. 
In 1889-90, a new organ was presented by the Guild_. In 1911, a new bell was 
presented and new chancel fusniture was installed. The tower and porch were 
added in 1916. On June 25, 1916, these improvements and the bell were dedi-

• cated by Bishop Frederick J. Kinsman. The church was renovated during the 
summer of 1927,, There is a large graveyard in which many prominent Sussex 
Countians are btuied. There is a broken tombstone leaning against the front 
wall of the church. It is inscribed to the memory of Thomas Pretyman who 
died on Jan. 3, 1765. This is the oldest inscribed tombstone in the graveyard. 
Mr. Pretyman's grave is beneath the present church building. 

In recent years the celebration of Rogation Rites has been resumed at 
St. George's Church. Rogation Days in the Episcopal Calendar are the Mon­
day, Tuesday and Wednesday preceding Ascension Day. This observance, 
started in the fifth century in o ld England, consists of prayers of intercession 
for a good harvest of the crops being planted. There is a tree at St. George's 
planted in memory of Bishop Philip Cook. . 

U nity Meth_odist Church (M.E.) . On Sept. 22, 1810, Arthur Milby deeded 
to a board of trustees the land upon which Unity Church is built, at Fair­
mount. The fi rst church was erected in 1810 and it was rebuilt in 1842. The 

• present c~urch was built in 1887. A homecoming service is held each year in 
the fall. 



Sussex County, Delaware ( continued) 

Hickory Bill is the name of the Cross Roads where Houston Methodist 
Episcopal Mission is located. It i.s fre11uently called Hickory Hill Methodist 
Church. For details see Houston in Dagsboro Hundred. 

Horsey's Gro'\"e Methodlst Protestru1t Cllur ch, Litlle Creek Hundred, 
three miles southwest of Laurel, was deeded Dec. 16th, 1895, and built the 
same year the deed was given. In 1926 they built the Community House at 
a cost or S500.00. Rev. Lee Elliott has been their pastor tor 19 years, and has 
been successful In building community houses in every one of the churches he 
serves. Each or these country churches use their community house for social 
and recreational -purposes. Famed suppers are served every fall and attract 
crowds from a wide area. 

Houston Mission, Methodist Episcopal Church. Dagsboro Hundred, was 
first run as a mission among the people of this neighborhood. It existed for 
years before they organized or built. From house to house they would go to 
hold their class meetings. In 1878, they built their flJ"St church and again 
in 1S87. they rebuilt. It is still one of the old fashioned organizations that 
believe in emotion as part of their privilege. 

In(lfan Rivet• Methodist P a·otest.nnt Chu.rch was organized as a mi.sslon 
among "Forgotten People," commonly called the Moores by Bishop Francis 
Asbury. The Moores are a mixture of a. Nanticoke family of the Lenape tribe, 
whites and colored. There are three sections of these peoples 11-ving on the 
Peninsula; one of them in Indian River Neck, another at Cheswold and the 
third between Cheswold and Dover. They are thrifty, self sufficient, and 
worthy citizens. They Jove their church and keep it and their homes In ex­
cellent shape. At the tlme that Francis Asbury organized the church, and 
built a chapel, it is spoken or In history as a "small, unimpressive building." 
Somehow, the Methodist Protestant Chur ch occupied the building and served 
these people for several years. A gentleman from this neighborhood had 
moved to another location, and when he died, and they were straightening 
up the estate, they found the deed of Indian River Mission, which clearly 
stated that it belonged to the Methodist Episcopal Church. For a wb!le, it 
was again under the auspices of the Methodist Episcopal Church, but by an­
other shift, methods unknown, the Methodist Protestants secured possession 
of the property again. One of the deeds recorded by the Methodist Protestants 
is under date of March 27th, 1884, but was not recorded until June 22nd, 
1897. You will find this deed recorded in Deed Book No. 126, I)age 33, Sussex 
County Records. A new church was built in 1921 at a cost of $5,000.00. 
Thus. from 1882 when the Methodist Protestant Church secured it for the 
second time to the days of Unification, it has been successfully operated by the 
Methodist Protestant Church. 

J ones Methodist Episcopnl Church is located in Little Creek Hundred, 
near Laurel. We do not know when it was started but evidently early In the 
nineteenth century. The building Is still standing but shows signs or age. 
It was the former home of the Bethany congregation which built at Lowes 
Cross Roads In 1917. The present Jones church was the second building. 
They have an annual home coming service e\'ery fail. 

Joppa i\Iethodist. Episco1Jnl Chm·ch was the name of Conley's Chapel 
for a time. For detail see Conleys. 

rung's Methodis t EJJiscopal Chw ·ch , Little Creek Hundred, was organized 
in 1S42, by Rev. James Hargis in the home of William King. The church 
was built the same year. In 1885, t hey built a new church, and a gentleman 
from Philadelphia by the name of Hepburn, o.ftered them, on the day of 
dedication, twenty dollars if they would name it after him. This they did, 
but becoming so dissatisfied with the bargain, two years later, they changed 
th e name to Kings. It was not plaster ed on the inside until 1848. At one 
time, this church was called Oak Grove Methodist Episcopal Church. A com­
munity building was erected In 1925 at a cost Of $300.00. 
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DELAWARE CHURCH ARCHIVES 

man, Rev. J. G. Sullivan, 1880-81. Seet articles in Wihnington Evening Journal, 
Aug. 18, 1927, Mar. 31, 1930, Oct. 10, 1930. 

Minutes, 1921--, 2 vols•J Register, (baptisms), 1905--, (marriages, mem­
bers, deaths), 1907--, 2 vols., Finencie.l, 1930•-, l vol.f Sunday Sohool, 
1914--, l vol.Jin churoh office. Reoords of inoorporation and deed.as New 
Castle Co. Recorder's office, Deeds ReoordJ vol. Qll, P• 1651 vol. S11, P• 
4311 vol. Nl3, P• 30; vole F291 P• 646; vol. A30, P• 445; vole Y34, P• 163; 
vol. T39, P• 163. 

449. GREENWOOD METHODIST PROTJ!':STANT CHURCH, 1880--, Main St., Greenwood. 

Orgenized and first building ereoted in 1880. It was a frame structure 
and was used until 1902. Incorporated 1902. The following year the present 
churoh l'tas dedicated and parsonage built. The latter is the property of the 
Parsonage of the Greemrood Circuit, a corporation formed at that time. 
Church is a one story frame 1tructure with a bell. First settled olergyman, 
Rev. He Se Jor.nson, 1891-92. 

Minutes, '1890--, 2 vols. 1 in possession of' Mr. E. V. Ocheltree. Regia­
ter. 1880--, 5 vols., in posseaaion of pastor, Rev. James Melvin Kaye Finan­
cial, 1080--, 1 vol.; in possession o~W. s. Lord. Sunday School, 1880--. 2 
vols.; in church. Records of incorporation and.deeds, Sussex Co. Reoorder's 
office• Deeds Record1 vol. BV95, P• 484J vol. BBZ125, P• 4; vol. -~H, ::p. 
~ vol. CCW148, P• 3881 Incorporation RecordJ vol. Al, P• 353. 

450. HARRINGTOll METHODIST PROTES'1'.AN'1' CHURCH, 1880--, Mispillion and Commerce 
Sts., Harringtcn. ( IN!_. __ 11 1-' .. • . -~· 11 l'v\.1.~l J. •• _,., ,-}, 1, ~ \.) 

• I~ _,, ~ , , • 11\JIJ..· I .ti ru I 4 ~-v _,.._ . d I.. ,.,..._ , -~ 

Organized 1880, holding services in private hanes until first church was 
opened and dedicated August 19, 1881. F.rame builiing. Present church built 
on same site in 1904. One story brick building w.l th belfry and bell. First 
settled clergyman, Rev. J. E. NicholsOJJ., 1880-811 educated at Westminster 
Theologic~l Semina.17, Westminster, Mde 

Minutes, 1880--, 1 vol•J Register, 1880--, 2 vols.J in possession of pas­
t or, Rev. Gilbert. 'J.'urner. Fi nancial, 1933•-• 1 vol. (destroyed after three 
years) ; i n possession of Benjamin Knox. SUJlday School, 1935--, 1 vol. for 
each class (destroyed a.f't;er thr!e years)1 in possession or superintendent, 
Marion Collins. Transcript of Yegister, 1880-1914, in State Archives. Rec­
ords of incorporation and deeds Kent Co. Recorder's offioe, Deeds Record~ 
vol. L6, P• 4151 vole 18, P• J06e 

451. S1ITLOH METHODIST PROTEST.ANT cmrncH 1880--, near Laurel. , 
Organized 18801 at whioh ti~e the present building was opened and dedica­

ted. Incorporated June 19, 1887. A one story frame structure. First settled 
clergyman~ Rev. J. Le Leiliah, tenure unknol'ill• 

Minutes, 1880--, 2 vol■ •J Register, 1880•-, 1 vol•J in possession or 
paster, Rev. Lee Elliott. Financial, 1880--, l vol.Jin possession of El­
wood Chipman. Sunday School, 1880•-, 1 vol., in church offioe. Records of 
incorporation and deeds Sussex Co. Reoorder's office, Deeds Record1 vol. 
BBCl02, P• 2691 vol. BBG106, P• 436. 

1- • 452. INDIAN MISSION ME•.rHODIST PRO'l'ESTANT CHURCH, 1881--, Highway 5, Fe.irmcunt. 7, J '1 "' \ /_ • 

Organized and first church built in 1881. It was a one story frame .build• 
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ing oalled Johnson's and was used until present building was dedicated in 1921. 
-~'i ,

1
,, _

1 

o, , Present struoture is a one story .frame 'With belrry, bell, and stained glaH 
~ windows. First settled clergyman, unlaiown. 

)J / .1 • 1 • Minutes, 1921--, 2 volihJ in poueadon of Lincoln Harmon, R.r .D., Milla-
/ j,1. boro. Register, 1921••• 2 vol■.1 in posseaeion of pastor, Rev. Gilbert Ron, 
,. . ' , Milton■ Sunday Sohool, 1921-- ; 1 voloJ ill ohuroh 

I I 1.. ·, 

co 
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_J 
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u ' ...... 453. HEBRON 'METHODI~r PROTEST.Alrl CHURCH, 1888--, Bridgeville Rd., Georgeto'Wil• 

Organized 1888 at which time present church was built. It we.s first a 
charge of Milton, then of Georgetown, then of Cannon. It was a charge of De.ga­
boro for one yee.r previous to closing in June 1934. Reopened in Ootober 1935 
and sinoe has been served by minister frcm Georgetown. One story frame build­
ing. First settled clergyman, Rev. Franklin H. Mullineaux, 1888•89. 

Register (including financial and all records), 1936--, 1 vol■ J in posses­
sion of pastor, Rev. Rus1ell lf. Sapp, Market and King Sta. Records of iDoorpor­
ation and deeds Susaex Co. Reoo:rder'• office, Deeds Record; vol. BBM112, PP• 
203 and 204. 

454■ MT. OLIVE METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1889-•, State St., Delmar. 

Organized 1889 as Bethesda Methodist Protestant Church■ Services were 
held in a hall until 1891 ldum fir1t ohlrchwas erected. It was a one story 
frame building. Present church wa.1 dedicated in 1893. IIJ!lle changed to Del­
mar Mot'hodist Church in 1897. Present name adopted sometilr,e prior to 1918. 
Church was remodeled in 1933. It is a one story brick veneered fr8llle build­
ing with belfry and bell ■ • First settled clergyman, Rev. J. A. Wright, 1893-971 
educated at Western Maryland College and Seminary, Westminster, Md. 

Minutes, 1889--, 1 vol■; Financial, 1889••, 1 vol., in possession of tree.s­
ur~r, Ernest F. Williama. Register, 1899--, 3 vols.; i n possession of pastor, 
Rev. Walter A. Donaway, 2nd and Chestnut Sts. Sunday Sohool, 1921--, 1 vol.J 
in possession o£ Sunday school secretary, Hazel Tinley. Deed and Charter, 1899, 
in vault of Bank of Delmar. Records of incorporation and deeds, Suasex Co. 
Recorder'• offioe, Deeds ReoordJ vol. BBR117, P• 156J vol. BBil24, P• 515; vol. 
DFG211, P• 3731 vol • . DHV278, P• ·173. 

455. DAGSBORO METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1890--, Main St., Dagsboro. 

Organized and building dedicated 1890. Originally oalled Vines Neck Metho­
dist Protestant Churoh. Services were held in private homes for a few montha 
unti l th~ church was erected. In 1907 the church was moved frOJll its location, 
ono e.n~ one-half miles outside Dagsboro, to its present site and rebuilt. A 
one story frame structure with belfry■ First se-ttled clergyman, Rev. A. Betts, 
1890-95. 

Minutes, 1907--, 1 vol ■; in possession of Mr. Ray Steelman. Register, 
1907--, 3 vols.; in possession of pastor, Rev. W. T. Archer. Financial, 
1907--, 1 vol.; in possession of George Baker. Sunday School, 1935--, 1 vole; 
in church saf'e. Reoords of incorporation and deeds Sussex Co. Recorder's of­
fice, Deeds Record.J •vol. CCI134, P• 3401 vol. DE0193, P• 394■ 

456. DOVER METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1890--, Governor's Ave■ , Dover. 

Organized 1890, services being held in school building. This later beo~~e 
a part of the present· church, which was opened and dedicated in 1893. Rebuilt 
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a short time by the Rev. Moses Little, a union was 
agnin effected in 1767, with the churches at Lewe,;i and 
Cool Spring, and the Rev. Matthew Wilson thon be­
came the pastor, serving the three cougregations until 
his death. In 1788 these congregat.ions were incor­
porated under t-he provisions of tbe act of 1787, with 
the name of;, The U 11ited Presbyterian Congregations 
of Lewes, Cool Spring and Iudian River." All their 
temporalities were thu~ united, and for a number <if 
years "they called and paid their pastors in the 
name of the trustees of tb.is Directory," 

In 1800 the rnling elders of the congregation were 
Robert Houston, Benjamin Prettyman , David Rich­
ards and Jacob Bu1·ton. In 1811, Edward Hall aud 
William Rodney were elected, and in 1836 the ses­
sion was composed of Dr. S. K. Wilson, C. Waples, 
P. Marvel, Aaron Marvel and Peter Waples. At this 
time the communicants numbered si~ty-eight, and 
the Rev. Cornelius H. Mustard was the pastor. In 
1811 the membership was still stronger, there being 
seveoty-four communicants. After the latter period 
the congregation appears to have declioed very 
rapidly, and was soon so weak that no regular 
minister could be maiotained, the Rev. H enry Fries 
being the last to serve in thnt relntiQn. The Civil 
War still further disrupted the church, which has not 
had an active existence since that time. 

The place of worl'!hip of the congregation was in a 
meeting-house erected on the Frnme farm , ooe and a 
half miles about Millsboro', an acre of land io a fine 
grove having beeu ~et asicle for Lhis purpose. The first 
building was replaced by a better frame structure in 
1794, which wa~ well finished, the interior being of 
heart pine, in panel work, while the entire outside 
was covered with eypres~ Bhingles. In 1838 it was 
repaired for the last time, and alter 1866 was prac­
tically abandoned. In 1887 the frame of the build­
ing was still standing, but most of the lumber en­
tering into the construction of the building had been 
carried· aivay, and the cemetery was no longer used. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church has had i.n 
active, aggressive membership in the hundred for 
more than eighty years, and in 1887 it was stronger 
numerically than all the other denominations com­
bined. An account of its work in this division 
embraces the history of five while and three colored 
churcheij. Of these, '' Zoar" and "Unity" both appear 
to have been built in 1810 ; but the organization of 
the classes occupying them, as parts of old Lewes 
Circuit, was undoubtedly a number of years earlier. 

Zo.AR was incorporated November 5, 1810, with 
fifteen families represented, among them being those 
of William Ennis, Asa Johnson, Jeremiah Joseph, 
Thomas Grice, Peter .Mayer, John Sharp, Spencer 
Lacy and Isaac Atkin8. .A. frame, shingle-covered 
meeting-house was buih, 011 the main road, several 
miles north of Millsboro'. This house was a regular 
place of worship many years, but it now s la11ds ne­
glected. Its further regular use was made unneces· 
sary by the changes in population and the building 

of Bethesda Church, in Dag3borough Hundred, to 
accnmmodate most of the members formerly at­
tendant; at Zoar. On the church lot is a small 
burial. lot, and the buildiug is yet occasionally used 
for fuaerals and other gatherings. 

THE U~H'.rY CrruncH w .. s built on sixty square 
perches of land deeded Sept. 22, 1810, to Trustees 
Selick Hazzard, David Hazzard, Perry Pool, James 
Lingo nnd Thomas Mcllvaine, by Arthur Milby. 
The original house wM rebuilt in 1842, and this, 
in turn, ga,,e place to a new church, in the fall of 
1887. It is :l frame house, thirty by forty feet, with 
eighteen feet posts, and was erected by a building 
-committee composed of Daniel C. Townsend, J ohn 
H. Prettymau, Robert Bui'tou, Joshua Burton and 
Rev. Robert Rowe. I t wru; fini~hed plainly and 
cost one thousand dollar~. The church has a central 
locntiou at the hamlet of Fairmount. 

ST. JoHs's CHURCH is in the northwestern par~ of 
the hundred, at Johuson'd Cross-Roads, and has a 
pleasant site in a well-kept cemetery which is inclosed 
by a substantial brick wall. 

The church is a frame building, which was erected 
during the ministry of the Rev. John Hough, on the 
Geor~etown Circuit, of which it still forms a part. 
Prior to its occupancy meetings were held at the 
houses of James J ohnson, John \Vall~ and the schnol­
house. John Walls wa, still living io this locality in 
the fall of 1887 at the age of eighty-eigh~ year~, and 
was one of the earliest Methodists in this part of the 
county. 

The cb.urch was plain but not unattract ive, and had 
these trustees-Albert J. J obnson, John Walls, J o;iah 
Simpler, Paynter Frame, G. S. Wall~, K. D. Wilson, 
Joseph W. Wimbrown, Peter P. Dodd and Peter W. 
Rust. 

Co::o.NELLY's CHAPEL is at the head of .A.ugola 
Neck, and was built in 1837, largely through the er­
forts of the ReY. Connelly, who was a carpenter by 
trade, and who did much of the work himself. In re­
cogni Lio.a of his services the first chapel was named for 
him, and when the present hou~e was built, in 1876, 
the title was retai ued. It is a plain frame, with sit­
tings for about one hundred ,1nd fifty people, and the 
surroundings are neatly kept by the community. Tn 
1887 the trustees were William Hopkins, John .A.. 
Mar~h, Peter Walls, Joseph Walls, Wm. S. Robin~on 
and Peter R Burton. The appointment is a part of 
the Nassau O.rcuit, wh.ile the Unity Church and the 
Cent-ral Church belong to Millsboro' Circuit. The 
lat ter was built in the upper part of Long Neck 
after 1867, several, yean elapsing before it was com­
pleted. 1n 1887 it was enlarged and repaired, making 
it an attractive country place of worship. 

The colored people of the hundred maintain 
churches which bear the names of "Friendship," 
"Harmony " and John5on's Meeting-House. The 
latter was built in 1879. The former has been in u~e 
more than fifty years, The churches are plain wooden 
structures, having good seat ing capacity. 









United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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Washington, D.C. 20240 

The attached property, the Indian Mission Church, as part of the 
Nanticoke Indian Community, in Sussex County, Delaware, 
reference number 79003307, was listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places by the Keeper of the National Register on 
4/26/1979, as evidenced by the FEDERAL REGISTER/WEEKLY 
LIST notice of Tuesday, March 18, 1980, Part II, Vol.45, No. 54, 
page 17451. The attached nomination form is a copy of the 
original documentation provided to the Keeper at the time of 
listing. 

S:/nr_nhl/ijoecke/archives/inventoriesandfrc/certificanletter/certifyletter 



FOUTI No ,a.:JOO~ 
,u •• ,0.1,11 • I 

uri.;1 ru, Sl,\'rf:S V~PARTMl:NT OF THE li'.TEf<IOK 
NATtONAL PARK SERVJCE 

J 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF lUSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY ... NOMINATION FORM 

Nanticoke Indian Cor.mtunity 

CONTf NU ATION SHEET IUM NUMBER 

• FOIi NPS USE ONLY 

RECEtVEO 

DATE E NTERID 

7 PAGE 

PROPER'n IN'1EUTORY 

NAN'I'IC.:.:u: INDIAN COMMUNITY 

1. Int!ian Mission church (S-759) 

LOcation i Intersection of Route 5 and CgWlty ROad 4B .. 

l 

Description: Indian Micsion Church is an early-b'entieth century xeligious 
structure that retain~ its original use. It is a wood frame, clap~oa~a-cove~ed, 
gothic style, buil.cling typical cf rural church3s in southern Delaware. The gable 
front has n large lancet window with intP.rse~~ing tracery. The main entrance is 
through tho base 0£ a two-story, hipped-roof tower with a bracket cornice. 
The double door and window above from n lanc~t opening with y-tracOJ:y. Side 
windows are simple lancets. AU windaws have stained gloss borders with textured 
glass center panes. 

SiSIE,ificance: Th~ present Indian Missi~n Church replaced the simple chapel 
r;on::.tructed aft~r the strongly Indinn families of the nanticoke comr.tunity 
sepa:ratcd from Uamony church over the hiring o! a black minister. It ecntinues 
to scr~e tho saparatist fnction of tho comm.unity, and illustrates the effort to 
r.:a!ntain ethnic identit)• through institutional separation. 

Acren~e: One aero. 

Verb~l Do~nda;y Descriptiona The nor:dnatcd property is all that lnnd ~wned 
by the United l•tethodint Church, Peninsula Conforence, and includes the church 
grounds and n~ighhoring graveya.u. 

Longitude: 75 14' 05" W 

Latitude: 38 40' 25" U 

2. Uarrno:r.c Church cs .... 75 3) 

Lnc~Hcn: Harmony c:,urch is located on the north side of P.cute 24 about a 
qu:l~rnilc oaGt of c .... unty Road. 313. 
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