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at 
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6:00 PM. 

I. INVOCATION 

II. INTRODUCTION OF GUEST 
Special Guest 
Former Ministers 
Members of St Paul's Church 

Ill. HONORABLE RUTH ANN MINNER, 
Lt. Governor of Delaware 

IV. PLACING OF THE MARKER 

V. REFRESHMENTS 

VI. CONCERT BY "SUNNYSIDE" 

VII. BENEDICTION 



Donors to the building fund for the original church building of St. 
Paul's started in 1866. 

J. W. 0. McGee Mrs. Richardson 
N. J. Wootten Elizabeth Hearn 
William Gordy, Sr. Arthur Hitch 
Isaac Hearn Samuel Lynch 
Thomas Bacon J. L. Long 
Jonathan Hearn J. A. Collins 
J. T. Moore B. B. Phillips 
Nathaniel Horsey Elijah Greeney 
Jackson Horsey William N. Hastings 
W. W. 0ashield Burton B. Gordy 
N. J. Elliott Gibson Cannon 
William Gordy, Jr. William Mitchell 
William Wheatley William S. Moore 
George O'Neal Jonathan Moore 
N. Tomlinson John W. Wiley 
B. F. Gordy Burton Cannon 
J.M. Hearn William Giles 
William Hearn Thomas Workman 
Henry Hastings James Collins 
Elijah Hearn Isaac Giles 
Benton Gordy Samuel Phillips 
S. J. Wheatly Elijah Hastings 
Charles Horsey James Carey 
Samuel Elliott Zede Hastings 
Thomas O'Neal John Windsor 
David O'Neal Levin Wainwright 
James H. Windsor Levinia Short 
John H. Gordy Edward L. Wolf 
Albert J. Hitch 



Hearn 1s Crossroads 
Laurel, Delaware 

"In 1865, Rev. Isaac G. Adkins commenced preaching at the 
Dorothy School House in Broad Creek Hundred, Sussex 
County, Delaware. In 1866, as nearly as can be ascertained, in 
the month of August, a Methodist Protestant Church was 
organized by Revs. I. G. Adkins and Thomas H. Burgess. The 
Maryland Annual Conference in March 1865 set off Millsboro 
Mission and appointed I. G. Adkins pastor. In 1866, no supply 
(Editor's note: Meaning that no regular preacher was called or 
assigned) although Bros . Adkins and Burgess continued to 
preach at Millsboro, Rogers School House, Dorothy S(chool) 
H(ouse), Vaughns S(chool) H(ouse) and Sharps S(chool) 
H(ouse). "In 1867, "T. H. Burgess was appointed to Millsboro 
Mission and the charge thereafter received regular supplies. 
(Editor's note: Meaning that a pastor was appointed regularly.)" . 
. . H. G. Cowan 

"In 1869, the name Millsboro Mission was changed by the 
Md. An. Conference (Editor's note: Maryland Annual 
Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church) to Lower 
Sussex Mission, and in 1872, by the same authority, the title 
was altered to Sussex Mission." ... (Writer not identified). 

"Sussex Mission was changed to a Circuit by the Conference 
in 1890." A final change to Laurel Circuit was made in 1905. 

"The Methodist Protestant and Methodist Episcopal 
Churches merged at a union conference held at the State 
Teachers College in Salisbury, Md. in 1939." 

As a member church of Millsboro Mission, St. Paul's 
Methodist Protestant Church was organized by the Rev. Thomas 
H. Burgess in 1866 in Sharp's School House, one and one-half 
miles southeast of Laurel, Del. on the Old Stage Road at Hearn's 
Crossroads. The original members were Elizabeth Gordy, Leah 
Gordy, W. L. Gordy, and John W. D. McGee. 



"There is a place dear to me where I'm longing to be with my 
friends at the Old Country Church". That is the first line of an old 
song titled, "The Old Country Church. ,, 

The country church is often lacking on resources, often with 
limited finances. It has little interest in a lot of formality, and 
rituals. It just wants to worship God in an old fashion way and 
allow him to supply the needs. It has a desire to see souls saved 
by kneeling at an old fashion altar of prayer. 

The way the country church overcomes its limitations is with 
a closeness among its members strengthened by Christian love. 
Members who are willing to shake hands and show their love for 
each other. The church overcomes because of its willingness to 
serve. 

St. Paul's is that little country church. For over 100 years, 
through tough times as well as some not so good. It has cried 
and laughed but has always remained faithful to serve the 
community and its members. In God's word, it is stated that "the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against his church". We have 
overcome and will continue to do so by the Grace of God. 

Carol and I have been blessed to serve and minister to the 
needs of St. Paul's. 



A HEARTFELT THANKS to our Speaker and Singers and to 
You, who have helped to make todays Services a SUCCESS! 

Psalm 1 27: Except the Lord build the house, they labour in 
vain that build it. 



AGENDA 

I. INVOCATION 

II. INTRODUCTION OF GUF.,fT 
,'iper:lal Guat 
Former Ministers 
Members of SL Par,/':s Church 

111. HONORABLE ll.UTH ANN MINER, 
Lt. Governor of Delawart! 

JV. PlAl.1NG OY THE MAIU(ER 

V. Rl:.-FRESHMEIVTS 

VI. CONCERT BY ""SUNNYSIDE .. 

Jll, BENEDICTION 
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Tteco:r.c1s IHss: on1 Circuit of the Metl odi t 
Protestant Church . USS8j C • Delaware. 

1865 02 . 

In 1865 R - r., Adkins corrr::enced prcachin the 
Lorothy School ad Creek Hundred Susse.;.~ Co De ar are. 
In 1 8G6 , as ren an be adccrtained in them of :uiust 
a me tho dist Pr ch vras or caniz ed by Revs. • i. 1~ · n s 
and '111omas H. I 

rl'he Laryla feronce had previously in . u.r h 18-5 , set 
off L::i.lls'.)Oro •. a::nointed J. 'I'. Adkj_ns pas 66 
no sunn l k:i.ns t: Dur : css cont:i.nucd t 
Llil1sbor ouse and Sharps School .:o n s 
School lious - hool Bouse. In 1869 T. D. 

regular suppli gister shows. 
appointed to M: ion and the charge thereaf ld 

Rev . E. G. Cowan. 

In 1869 t_ e ame f ".":l.llsliOro ;.::i.s:.: i_on '.J:Us chanc ·d ;J· tl c 
:.Id . An . Confere ce to L - n :r Su::rncx ;.~l::::::i.on, &ncl :i.E 1 e•~2 ·,~- tl e 
:.::.tme o..uthority he Utl vo..s alLe;red Lo Susce;: i .. i::.;:::;'i..o • 

Suss e:;: l'H sj n vm1 _ ha need to a circuit b~· the ' o f ere ce 
of 1890. 



344 T H E C H U R C H E S O F D E L A IJ7 A R E 

In 1856, the church was remodeled and completed, not having been plastered 
previous to that time. Two acres of land were secured from John H. Ellis, on 
May 25, 1889 and on Feb. 20, 1891, another acre was secured from Thomas 
P. Dukes. 

Additional land was donated, on May 30, 1902, by Martha J. Pollitt. 
Services are held regularly once each month. There i a graveyard beside 
the church. The Boyce family plot is enclosed with an iron fence. The oldest 
tombstone is dated 1840. The small plot in which two members of the Short 
family are buried is enclosed with a brick wall probably built about 1855. The 
ra\'ages of time have Jeft its marks on the wal l. 

Asbury Methodist Church (M.E. ) is located eight miles n. e. of Laurel. 
The first church was built in 1812. On Mar. 12, of that year, trustees were 
elected. On May 16, the plot of land was donated by Minos Tindall. They 
were incorporated on Mar. 20, 1813. The first building was used until 1857 
when a new church was erected. The church records wer~ all destroyed when 
the custodian's home was burned. There is a large cemetery beside the church. 
The oldest tombstone is over the grave of Elizabeth Warren who died on 
Oct. 1, 1831. A short distance away was the location of Tinda ll's camp-ground 
which was di smantled in 1939. 

St. Paul's Methodist Church (M.P.) is located near Hearn's Crossroads. 
It was organized, in 1863, i~ Sharp's School. In 1868, an effort to build a 
church was started and it was completed and was dedicated in 1871, by the 
Rev. W. D. Litsinger. The church was incorpora~cd in February, 1897. 

Mt. Zion Holy Church, colored, is loca ted a short distances. w. of Hearn's · 
Crossroads. The church was organized in 1943. They meet in a house con­
verted foe church purposes. It was the former home of a colored Methodist 
church. 

King's Methodist Church (M.E.) is located three and one-quarter miles 
east of Bacons. It was founded in 1842 when the first church was built. The 
half-acre church site was donated by Wm. King on Aug. 12, l 842. It was first 
called "Oak Grove;· then called ''Hepburn" after which the name "King's" 
was adopted. The original building was not plastered unti l 1848. A new 
church was bui lt in 1884. The dedication services were held on Jan. 25, 1885, 
by the Revs. E. L Hubbard and I. T . Fosnocht. More land was secured on 
Nov. 2, 1886 from Wm. F. King. The church was rebuilt in 1925. There is 
a smaU graveyard and a social-hall. The tombstones date back to 1857. There 
is one roofed-over grave. 

Little Creek Prinutive Baptist Church is located three miles cast of Bacons. 
In 1802, Gillis Smith conveyed to trustees an acre of land near Marshall 
Smith's grist-mill. A church was erected and was called "Smith's Mills 
Church." Later, the name was changed to ''Little Creek Church." Meetings 
are held once each month. There is a graveyard and a social-hall. The oldest 
tombstone is dated 1858. 

Trinity Methodist Church (M.P.) is located six and one-half miles east 
of Laurel. This church was organized, in 1866, in the Dorothy schoolhouse 
under the name of the "Dorothy M. P. Church." On May 14, 1873, the trus­
tees secured from Geo. W. McGee, forty sq. rods of land adjoining the 
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132G HISTORY OF DELAWARE. 

G.D. Hamilton ..•...•.......•..•... 1841 
T. Remick .• .....•••. ..•.•.••••• .•• ...• 1841 
G.D. Haruilton •.•.•........•••.. ..• 1842 
J. A. Jackson ...... .... .........•..•. 1842 
Jno. H. Kennard ....••.••..••...... 1S43 
R. Adkinson .... ...•••.•...••••••..•• 1843 
D. F. Ewell ...••. .. .. .•.• ...••••...•. 1844 
Da.vid A. Shermer .....•.•.•....••. 18¼ 
D. F. Eweli ..•••••. .. .....•••... ••••• 1845 
J. :McClelland •••••••••••..••.....••• 1845 
L. W. Bates .••......• •...••••.... 184o-47 
H.J. Day .. ....................... 18413-47 
W. C. Pool. ..•••••••.•...•.•••• .••••• 1848 
T. A. :Moore ....•••. ...... . ..••• ....•• 1848 
H.P. Jordan ............. ..... ...... 1849 
J. W. Smiley •••.•.•.•.••••••...••••. 1849 
H. P. Jordan •••.•••.•.••••.•..•.... 1850 
J. Shspley .•.•••••• ... ..•... •••••.•.. 1850 
T. M. Wilson ...•...•. .•....•.•••..•. 1851 
J. Clay ..•••••••••••....••.••••••.•..... 1851 
T. lll. Wilson .•• ••.....••••.•.•...••. 1852 
J ." F. Whiteeide ...•••••••••••••.•.•. 1852 
J. Morgan •..•••.•...•••••••••••.•.... 1853 
J. Thompson .....••...••. : •.•.••..•.. 1853 
J. Morgan .•••••.••.•••••••••.•••••••• 1854 
A. D. Dick ...•..• ...... ... ..• .. ..••.. 1854 

A. S. E,·ersole ...••••••••.••....... 1855 
G. H. lllcFaden ....•. .... •• •••.••... 1855 
A. S. Eversole ••••...•.•..•..••••... 1856 
n. F. Ile neon ... ..••••..•••••••.••... 1856 
A. S. Eversole ....... .•..•..••...... 1857 
F. G. Wright ....... .. . .............. 1858 
R. Lh•ingstone .•. .•... ..• ..• •••..•.. 1858 
B. F . Benson .............. ......... . .1859 
R. Whinna ................ ........... 1859 
H.J. Day ............................. 1860 
H. Nice .... ..•••....• ••..••.•..••. .•.•. 1860 
H. J . Day •• ••..•••.. .....•....•.••••.• 1861 
J. Tllompson ••••.•.•• .••••.•••...••• 1861 
J. A. lllcFnden .••.•. ...•••••••..••. 1862 
T. H.B. Auslin ..•.•..••. ... ...••... 1862 
J. A. lllcFaden ..••. ..•••..••....•.. . 1863 
J. W. Gray •.. .. .•.•.••..•. .•...••.... 1863 
J. A. McFaden ..•••...•.••..•...... 1864 
S. T. Ferguson .... ........... . ..... . 1864 
A. D. Dick ..••••. .•••....••. ....• 1865-66 
W. 111. Struyor ......•••...••.....•.•• 1867 
S. A. Hoblitzel.. .. ••.•...•...•. 1B6S-70 
C. T. Cochel. .................... . .... 1871 
A. T. lllelvin ............ . : ••••• 1872-73 
S. T. Ferguson .............. .. .• 18i4--75 

During tbe year 1875 Providence was built, and 
Mount Moriall abandoned about that time or shortly 
afterwards, for in 1880 Mount Hermon was built. 

W. G.'Rolmce, ... •• ...•..••..•• 18i&-79 I C. lll. Thomson .•..••.••.••.•••...•• 18S3 
J. L. Strnui;bn ....• .... ••••••••• 1880-82 · 

J. M. Elderdice was appointed in 1884, but died, 
and his son, Hugh L. Elderdice, fi ui$hed out the 
year. 

Geo. R. :McCnrndy . .. ........... ... 1885 \ Geo. R. McCready ....•••. .••...•.. 1887 
A. A. liarrimnn •...••............... 1886 : 

Mount Hermon Methodist Protestant Church was 
builL in 1880 c 1 land donated by John Cooper, Sen. 
to William G. Hearn, John Cooper, Major D. Brad­
ley, Barney beach and James F. Bradley, trustees. 
The church building iR a one-story frame structure 
thirty-four by forty-four feet and was erected at a cost 
of one thousand dollars. The first membership was 
thirty-six, which by a steady growth has increased to 
fifty-eight. A Sunday-school of sixty members is 
held under the superintendency of James F. Bradley. 
The present trustees are the same as men tioaed 
above. The church has been connected with the 
same circuit as Prov.idence and has been su.pplied by 
t he same pastor . Sen-ices are held once in two weeks. 

~ Sr. Paul's :Me1bodjst rrote tnnt Ch urch was organ­
ized in 1866, in Sharp's school -hoube, by Rev. T. H . 
Burgess. The original memberd were Elizabeth 
Gordy, Leah Gordy, W. L. Gordy and John W. D. 
McGee. In 1868, under the pastorate of Rev. Jere­
miah Clay, active measures were taken for the erec­
tion of a church building. The effort met with 
success, and three year~ later the edifice was dedicated 
by the pastor them in charge, RtY. W. D. Litsinger, 
It is a neat oue·st-ory frame st ru cture, twenty•eight by 
thirty-eight feet, and cost eight hundred dollars. 
The church has a present membershi p of twenty-six. 
The following pastor:! have served since Rev. W. D. 
L itsinger: Revs. J. H . Ellegood, J. L. Leilich, Wil­
liam Crouse, J. M. Elderdice, J. E. Nieholson. 

St. Mark's Protestant Episcopal Church "tua 
h l 

,ISi ~ 
near t e centra part of the hundred was begun • 
1857 and completed the following " e~r I•· t' 

10 

J ' • ~ erec 10n 
was due to the labors of the Re,•. Richard F c di 
The building was consecrated May 28 1858 by. a·ah '· 

• , , IS op 
Lee. Services were held previous to this for 11evcral 
years at the house of Stephen Ellis. The one-atory 
frame structure, twenty-two by thirty-fi'l"e feet then 
erec~ed on land purc~ased of Samuel Ralph, still ~tande 
and 1s used for worship. The first officers of the cbun:h 
were: Wardens, Samuel Kinney and Charles N. 
Moore; Vestry, C. W. Dickerson, Stephen Ellis, 
Jonathan Bailey, Isaac Giles and William J. Ralph. 

There are at present about thirty communicants of 
this cburcb. A Sunday-school of seventy member~ 
is held under the superintendence of Jackson L. 
Ralph. 

The present officers of the church 11.re: Warden,, 
Wm. J. Ralph and "'.'rn.. J. Knon·les; Vestry, Geo. 
W. O. Ellis, Jonathan W. ·Ellis, Benj. B. Freeny, 
Levin W. Ellis, Jackson L. Ralph, Math.ia.s R. Ellis, 
Stephen T. Ralph. 

St. Andrew's Protestant Episcopal Chapel at Elli3 
GroYe was erected in 1880, on land donated by Joseph 
Ellis. It is a one story-frame structure, twenty~igbt by 
forty -four feet, nod was fi.rst opened for sen·ices in 
June of that yen.r. The valuation of the building is 
about twelve hundred dollars. Rev. George W. John­
son, its first rector, still officiates once in every t'll'o 
" 'eeks. It is a ml$Sion chapel, and number~ about 
eight communicants. A flourishing Sunday-school, 
wi Lb sixty scholars, is conuected · with the chs.pel. 
J acob H. Adams is the superintendent of the school 

Previous to 1802 the Baptists of Little Creek Hao­
dred and vicinity worshipped in a house situattd 
north of Delmar, on a farm now belonging to Wm. 
Hastings. In that year Gillis Smith COD\"eyed to 
Charleti ,viJ,Jy and Levin Hitch, trustees, one acre 
of land north of Marshall Smith's grist-mill. Oa it, 
in the same year, wa.'I erected a one-titory frzLJ11e edi­
fice, twenty-eight by thirty feet, at a cost of five han• 
dred dollars. This was known as the Smith llillt 
Baptist Church until a meeting-house of the same faith 
was erected in Broad Creek Hundred, when the uame 
wa8 changed to Little Creek. In the following year 
the church was constituted, with thirty-nine mem­
bers. The church then built still remains, but the 
congregation have in contemplation the erection or 
a new building in 1888. It is connected with ~be 
Salisbury Association and services are held the thud 

aturday aud • unday of every mont h. The num­
ber of commu nican ts at present is .fifty-four. In 
1883 a lot of la11d in Delmar was purchased, 
and a neat one-story frame building, twenty-eight 
by thirty-six feet, was erected at the cost o: one 
thousand dollars. This has never been constltu~ 
a church and i, not iu the association. It 18 

. e or 
used as a place of worship for t he con,em~c 
those living at a distance from the .othe: ch~~ 
Thi~ congregntion retains the doct-rmes of the 



1326 HISTORY OF DELAWARE. 
G. D. He.mil ton .....••...•.......... 1841 
T. Remick .•.....•...•••.•.••.••..... .• 1841 
G. D. He.rui!ton •.....••...•••.. •. ..• 1842 
J. A. Jackson ..•.•.••..............•. 1842 
Jno. H . Kenne.rd .•••..••• •...••.... 1843 
R. Adkinson .........•••••••••••..•.• 1843 
D. F. Ewell ...••......•.....••.•..•.. 1844 
David A. Sherruer ••.•.••..••••.•• 1844 
D. F. Ewell ...••..•. .•••••••. •.••.•.. 1845 
J. McC!e!le.nd ..•••.•••...•••...•••.• 1845 
L. W. lle.tee ••. - .....•..•••••..•• 184G-47 
H.J. Dny .•..•••....••.•••••••• .•. 1846-47 
W. C. Pool.. •........••....... ....... 1848 
T. A. llloore .. . .•......... ......... ... 1848 
H.P. Jordan .••••..••.• •••.•••.••••. 1849 
J. W.Smiley ••••..••• .••••..• •.•••.. 1849 
H. P. Jordan .. •.• ...•.•••••••. ... •. 1850 
J. Sbspley .•••.••••...•.. ....•••••.•. 1850 
T. M. W!lson ......••....•• .•.••••. •. 1851 
J. Clay ..••••••.•••.••••.••.••••••...•. .1851 
T. M. W!lson ..•......•••••.•.•.... .. 1852 
J : F. Wbites!de ...•• ••.••••••••••••. 1852 
J. Morgan ............................ 1853 
J. Tbompson .....••.....• : •.••••.••.• 1853 
J. Morgan •••• ••.••.•• ••••••• ••••••••• 1854 
A. D. Dick •..•.•...•.•...• .••...•••.. 1854 

A. S. E,·ersole .• . •.•••••••.••• ... ••. 1855 
G. II. McFaden ..................... 1855 
A. S. Eversole •.•••.••.....•••.••... 1856 
B. F. Bonson •••.•.•.•.•.•••.•••••... 1866 
A. S. E,·ersole .........••••..•...... 1857 
F. G. Wrigbt ..•.•••••.••••.•....••.. 1958 
R. Livingstone ...•••••..•.••••••••.. 1858 
11. F. Beooon .................... ..... 1859 
R. Wbinna •••••••••.•....••••••••••.. 1859 
H.J. Day .•••.•...••••••••....•..•...• 1860 
H. Nice ••• .•••••.•..••••••• ••...•..•••. 1860 
H.J. Day .••••••••...• •. ..... .•.•••.•• 1861 
J . Tbompson .••••.•••.•••.•..•••.•.• 1861 
J. A. McFrulen ..................... 1862 
T. H. 11. Austin ••.•••.••.••...•••••. 1862 
J. A. McFaden ..••••••••.•....•••... 1863 
J . W. Gray •••••...•••••..••• ...••.... 1863 
J. A. McFndon .• .••• •• ...•..•. .•.•• 1864 
S. T. Ferguson •..•••••. .•....•.•.••• 1864 
A. D. Dick •.•••••••••.•...•..•... 186~6 
W. M. Strnyor .•....•••...••....•..•• 1867 
S. A. Hoblitzel.. •.••••...•..••. 186~70 
C. T. Cochel. ••••••••.•.••••.... ..•... 1871 
A. T. Melvin ••••••••..••• : ••••• 1872-73 
S. T. Ferguson .•••••• •.. .. .... .. 1874-75 

During the year 1875 Providence was built, and 
Mount Moriah abandoned about that time or shortly 
afterwards, for in 1880 Mount Hermon was built. 
W. G.'Holmos ...••••..••••••.•• 1870-70 I C. M. Tbollll!on .••.••••••••.••.••••. 18S3 
J. L . Stnrni;bn .................. 1880-82 

J. M. El<lerdice was appointed in 1884-, but died, 
and his son, Hugh L. Rlderdice, :fini;;hed out the 
year. 

Geo. R. Jl!cCre~dY .....••..••....•. 1885 I Geo. R. McCready ..••••••..•...•.. 1887 
A. A. llarrimnn ..................... 1886 

Mouut Hermon Methodist Protestant Church was 
builL in 1880 r J land dono.ted by John Cooper, Sen. 
to William G. Hearn, John Cooper, Major D. Brad­
ley, Barney beach and Jnme F. Bradley, trustees. 
The church building is n one-story frame structure 
thirty-four by forty-four feet and was erected at a cost 
of one thou and dollu.rs. The first membership was 
thirty-six, which by a steady growth has increased to 
fifty•eight. A Sunday-school of sixty members is 
held under the superintendency of James F . Bradley. 
The pre5ent trustees are the same as menliooed 
above. The church has been connected with the 
same circuit as Providence and hns been supplied by 
the same pastors. Senices are held ooce in two weeks. 

Sr. Paul's Me1hodist Protesuint Church was organ­
ized in lSGG, iu Sharp's school-hou~e, by Re\'. T. H. 
Burgess. The original members were Elizabeth 
Gordy, Leah Gordy, W. L. Gordy and John W. D. 
:McGee. In 1868, llndc.r lbe paslora.te of Rev. Jere­
miah Clay, acti ,..e measures were taken for the erec­
tion of a church building. The effort met with 
success, and three years later the edifice was dedicated 
by the pastor th em in ct1arge, Rt:,•. W. D. Litsinger, 
It is a neat oue•story frame structure, twenty•eight by 
thirty-eight feet, and cost eight hundrt>d dollars. 
The church has a present membership of tweuty-six. 
The follvwing pastors have served since Re\'. W. D. 
Litsinger: Revs. J. H. Ellegood, J. L . Leilich, "\Vil­
linm Orouse, J . M. Eldl.lrdice, J . E. Nicholson. 

Sc St. Mark's Protestant E,piscoi,al Church ·t 
h , ' SI Uale r, nea~ t e central part of the hundred, was begun lo n 

185, and completed the following vear I•· . ·B. , • .., erect 100 g was due to the labors of the Rev. Richard .F. c di ' 
The building was consecrated May 28 1858 b B.

3
b e. is • , , Y 19 op Lee. Services were held previous to this for IIC'i'eraJ 

years at the house of Stephen Ellis. The one-ston· 
frame structure, twenty-two by thirty-fi'l'e feet, tbe·o 
erected on land purchased of Samuel Ralph, still ataniu 
and is used for worship. The first officers oft he eburch 
were: Wardens, Samuel Kia ney and Charles ~. 
Moore; Vestry, C. W. Dickerson, Stephen Elli9, 
Jonathan Bailey, Isaac Giles and William J. Ralph. 

There are at present about thirty communicanta o( 
this church. A Sunday-school of se'l'enty member,. 
is held under the superintendence of Jackson L. 
Ralph. 

The present officers of the church are: Wanleiu, 
Wm. J. Ralph and Wm. J. Knowles; Vestry, 01:,o, 
W. C. Ellis, Jonathan W. Ellis, Benj. B. Freeoy, 
Levin W. Ellis, J11ckson L. Ralph, Mathia.s R. Ella, 
Stephen T. Ralph. 

St. Andrew's Protestant Episcopal Chapel at Elli& 
GroYe wns erected in 1880, on land donated by Joseph 
Ellis. It is a one story-frame structure, twenty-eight b~· 
forty-four feet, nnd was first opened for sen·ices in 
June of that year. The valuation of the building ia 
about tweh•e hundred dollars. Rev. George W. John­
son, its first rector, still officiates once in every t-.ro 
weeks. It is a mi!:'sion chapel, and numberd about 
eight communicants. A flourishing Sunday-scl1ool, 
with s ix ty scholars, is conuected with the cha~!. 
Jacob H. Arlam~ is the superintendent of the school 

Previous to 1802 t!Je Dapti$ts of Little Creek lluo­
dred and vicinity worshipped in a house situnt~ 
north of Delmar, on a farm now belonging to Wm. 
HastiDgs. lo thnt year Gillis Smith conveyed to 
Ohnrle.s Wil.Jy aod Le1•in Hitch, trustees, one acre 
of land north of .Murshall Smith's grist-mill. On it, 
in the s!lme year, wa.._ erected a one- t.ory fr,une edi­
fice, twenty-eigbL by thirty feet, at a cost of five hun• 
dred dollars. This was known as the Smith Mille 
Baptist Church until a meeting-house of the same faith 
was erected in Broad Creek Hundred, when the uame 
was changed to Little Creek. In the following year 
the church was constituted, with thirty-nine mem· 
bers. The church then built still remains, but the 
congregation have in contemplation the erection of 
a new building in 1888. It is connected with ~h~ 
Salisbury Association and services are held the thud 
Saturday and Sunday of every month. The num­
ber of communicants at present is :fifty-follf, In 
1883 a lot of land in Delmar was purchued, 
and a neat one-story frame building, twenty-eight 
by thirty-six feet was erected at the cost of one 

I 
• tffl thousand dollars. This has never been constitu , 

a church and i~ not in the association. It 15 

· e of u ed as a place of worship for the con,cn1enc 
those living at a distance from the .othe~ church~ 
Thi~ congregation retains the doctrines of the O 
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· Sussex Circuit; changed to ~eaford in 1877. Prasent building was dedicated in 1897. It is a brick structure with a tower and bell. There are several mai,1orial tablets in the auditorium• First settled clergyman, Rev. J. M. El­derdioe, 1871-72. See, Rev. J.M. ~lderdioe, historical sketch, in .register (1897 J • 
Minutes, 1897--, l vol•; in possession of A. J. Lank. Register, 1868--, 3 vols.; in possession of Rev. Dr. Edward l!:. ColeJI1!1Jl• Financial, 1897--, l vol•J in possession of N~s. Charles Wheatley, Pine st. Sunday School, 1932--, 12 voloe; in church office. Re~ords of incorporation ond deed1 Sussex Co. Re­corder's offioe, Deeds Record; vol. AAE53, P• 508; vol. AAR65, P• 2511 vol. AAW70, P• 389e 

441. GE'rHSEMAUE METHODIST PROTES'fAMT CHURCH, 1851--, Reliance. 

Organized 1851. First services were held in a one story fre1rie building on present site. In 1872 this building was torn down and a two story frame building wao erected. Second floor was used as a Maeonio lodge room. This was used until 1905 when the present building vms dedicated. A one story !'re.me buildine; m. th belfry end bell. Stained glass windows. Gethsemane and Mt. Olivet, Seaford (entry 440), have alvncys been served by the same pastor. Minutes, 1852-•, l voleJ in possession of Mrs. Ira Tull. Register, 1852--, 2 ~ols.; in possession of Rev. Edward E. Coleman, ~eaford. Financial, 1926--, 1 ~ol,; in possession of A.H. Smithe Sunday Sohool, 1925--, 1 vol,; in ohuroh office., Records of incorporation and deed, Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. AAI..69, P• 4911 vol. DEQ195, P• 413. ' 

· 442. YILTON METHODIST PROTEST~!' CHURCH, 1857--, Union st., MiltoD .• 

Orge.nized end present building dedicated in 1857. It was rebuilt in 1906. It is e. one story £re.me structure with tower and bell. First settled olergy­man, H.ev. Thoma.a 1.oore, 1857-59. See: George R. Davidson, e. church history (1926) manuscript in author's possession. 
Minutes, 1935--, 1 voleJ in possession of Charles T, Vent. Register, 1874--, 2 vols., in possession of pastor, Rev. Gilbert Ross. Finanoial, 1900-, l vol,J in posRession of Clyde Betts. Sundq School, 1919--, 1 vol.; in ohuroh. Records of incorporation and deedss Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. A.AQ64, P• 355; vol. BT93, P• 3521 vol. BBZ125, P• 497J vole CCQ].42, P• 403; ~ol. DEClBl, P• 95; vol. DEQ].96, P• 517; vol. DBC269, P• 356; vol. DIH290, r )~ P• 46. ' i-, iJ . <> n h ;., a •( i,\1~/:;.£-t, ~ f... , ¢.J / Yi - I • . 1, PS"'(- - > I ~o.JI.._,... 'h .,.. 443. 'J{ROVIDENCE METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1861--, 4f miles S. of Georgetown. 
Organized in 1861. Originally kllown as PineyGrove Churoh. Services l'Fere held in the schoolhouse until 1886 'When present building was dedicated. It is a one story frame building. First settled clergyman, Rev. Isaac T. Adkin8, 1861-65; educat€Jd at Westem Maryland College, Westminster, Yd. Minutes, 1924--, 1 voleJ Register, 1924--, 3 vols.Jin possession of pas­tor, Rev. w. T. Archer, Dagsboro. Register, 1876-1924, 2 vols.; in possession of Rev. I ,ee Elliott, Laurel. Financial, 1930•· • l vol. J in possession of treasurer, othe. J. Pepper, R.F.D., Georgetown. Sunday School, 1900--, 1 vole; in church safe. Records of incorporation· and deedst ~ussex Co. Recorder's of­fice, Deeds Record; vol. BP89., P• 1981 ""h DE~_~ee, p, 49.3; velw PG~a49, p~ ~ 

¥444. 8'1'. PAUL'S METRODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1864--, near I.aurol. 

Org~ni~ed 1864. Frame building. 8undq school services were discontinued 
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in 1925. First settled clergyman, Rev. Henry Clay, tenure unkn019Il• 
Minutea, 1864--, 1 vol•S Register, 1864--, 1 vol•J in possession of pas• 

tor, Rev. Lee Elli9tt, Laurel. Financial, 1864--, 2 vols.; Sun.liq ~chool, 
1893-1926, 1 vol.; kept in church. 

445. 'J:RINI'l'Y ME'XIIODIS'l' PROT~TANT CHURCH, 186.6--, ~ miles E. of Laurel. 

Organl.zed 1866. Services ·were held in the schoolhouse until 1'373 when 
present building ?ras "dedicated. It was rebuilt in 1907. It is a one story 
fr8Ilte building. First settled clergyman, Rev. 'ffillh.m D. Litsinger, 1871-74; 
educated at Western Maryland College and Seminary, Westminster, Md. 

Minutes, 1928--, 1 volet Financial, 1928--, 1 vol•I in possession of 
Mr. L. B. Brittinghem, R.F.D., Laurel. Register, 1873--, 3 vols.; in posses­
sion or pastor, Rev. Lee Elliott. Sunday School, 1926--, 1 vol.; in church. 
Record of incorporations Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol• 
BBR107, p. 365. 

4.46. REYNOLD'S METHODIST PROTES'IA?ff CHURCH, 1~69--, 2 miles NW of Milton. 

Organized and incorporated October 9, 1869. First cburoh, a one story £re.me buildin~, destroyed by fire on day of dedication. Present building dedicated 1871. A one story£rame structure. First settled clergyman, Rev. 
A. D. Melvin, 1870-731 educa.ted_ at Western Maryland Co~lege and Seminary, 
Westminster, Md• 

, Minutes. 1930--, 1 vol•J in posaesaion of Morris Dodd. Register, 1906--, 2 vols.; in possession of pastor, Rev. P. M. R. Schauer, Harbeson. Financial, 
1930--, 1 vol.; in possession ot Henry Bennett. Sunday School, 1930-•, 1 voleJ in possession of Helen Donovan. Records or incorporation and deedss Sussex Co. 
Recorder's offioe, Deeds ReoordJ vole BF79, P• 4971 vol. CCA126, P• 45; vol. 
DGS249, PP• 69~ and 595e 

447. Mr. EERMON ME'THODIST BRO.tEST.ANT CinJRCH, 1877--, ½ mile ::;. of Columbia. 

Organized 1877. Incorporated 1909. Services were held in the school­
house until 1880 when the present church was dedicated. It was rebuilt in 
1908. A one story frame structure with belfry. First settled clergyman, 
Rev. John L. Straughn, 1879•84; educated at Weatern Maryland College and Sem­inary, Westminster, Mde 

Minutes, 1880--, 1 vole; in possession of A. J. Cooper, R.F.D., Delmar. Register, 1880--, 2 vol&•J in posseasion of pastor, Rev. M. E. Hungerford, 
Sharpstown, Md. Financial, 1880--• 1 vol•J in possession of Earl Cooper, R.F.D., Delmar. Sunday School, 1936-, 1 vol.; in · possession of o. Beach, R.r.n •• Delmar. ~ecords of inoorporation and deeds Sussex Coe Recorder's of­
fice, Deeds Record; vol. BT93, P• 3031 vol. DDQ168. P• 205. 

448. FIRST ME'l'HODIS'l' PROTEST.ANT CHURCH, 1880--, 36th and Washington Sts., 
Wi lmi ngt on. Q,,·\.-c [ (\.-, •,\./ .\ I ~ 'I ,.J I , • . ; • I ' • . 1 .. 

OrEe.nized and incorporated January 9, 1880 under the sponsorship of the Methodist Protestant Convention of Baltimore (see forthoOJ!llllg Inventory of 
the Church Arohi ves of JlarylandJ • Services were held in a two story brick building at 7th e.nd Walnut Sts.,' now the Grace African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church ( ent ry 419), until 1930 when the present church was opened and 
dedicated. Two story stone structure. Gothic style. First set tled clergy-

I 
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- ~ TOONO .., "'""""- !-, -­

><ILP'OIUJ, DltU. W AlUI 

:m r r O 1 :MADE THE 
t.11 

_:31/ "11 of 17J.4j it. UM yocar of •r LORD, 

OM fh,owoft4 ilffl<I h.ur.dNd. oll4 seventy-six. 

F!U?.D L. WARD and DORAT. WARD, his wif~, of R. D. 

2, Laurel, -Susse..'t County, Delaware, parties of t.'i.e first part, 

A N D 

THE TRUSTEES OF ST. PAUL'S METHODIST CHURCH, Laurel, Sussex 

Cou.,ty, Delaware, parties of the seccnd part. 

3ittnf.!ll!tt~. TMt ~lw DGid pcsrt ies of tM f!m psrt, for -4 "' ~ 

st!oftofthuumof ONE DOLL.'\R ($1.00) -----------------------

---------------------- la.wftd "'°"~ o! th4' Unlud Statu of A~ 

tlw reeeipt wMreof u, Mreby ulcnow~daect, MNby qt'llftt GM OOftVIIW 

tlw acid port ies of th4' •~tmtd. pert, ; 

l\ll. that certain tract, pie co and parcel of land, lying and l i1 
being situate in Little Creek Hundred, Sussex Cott1ty, State of Delaw· ~el 
mo:r.e oarticularJ.y described as follows: BEGINNING at a concre.te ~ 
monum~nt on the easterly right-of-way line of County Road No. 63, !' 
beinq app:oximately .4 mile from Hearn's Crussroads, and being I 
a corner of these lands and lands now or formerly of Fred L, Ward, 
et ux.; thence with the l~nds of said Fred L. Ward, et ux •. So~th- f 
cast 72° 161 feet to a concrete ~onument; thence Northw~st a7° I . 
25' , 155 feet to a concrete monume.nt, thence Northwest 2 ° 3 5' , ·1 ~ 
4j feet to the point of beginning, said to contain 3332.0 feet, I 
be the same more or less, and as more p~~ticular.ly sho~m on a plot ' 
of said lands prepared by narold L. C~ok, P.L.S., in October, 1963. ~ 

1 

Being a porcion of those lands conveyed unto these granters 
by deed of Me:rrill G. King and Nettie B. King, his wife, dated 
December 8, 1952, and of reco:d in the Office of the Recorder of 
Deeds, in and for Sussex County, at Deed Book 416, page 42. 

i I 
~ 

I 



- ·· · 1; 
I ,; •7-==,. 

: . I BCGi. 807 rAG[ 27 
I 

I Jin i!!mtrJ.ili ?J~r:TDf, of tlu fint part lu. ve hers-
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-··-·-···-·····--· --··----·-·-----(Seal) 

susszx 

) ss 
County. ) · 

Be It Remembered, that on thia ®ll of 

/J14j ir, the -vea.r of our Lord one thousanc; nine hundred a.nd 

seventy-six, per,onallll cam4 before me , the Subscribe:::, a Notary Public 

for the State anci. County a.foresa.ici., FRED L. WARD and DORAT. WARD, 

hi6 wife, 

Pa.rt ies to c.h.ia lndnitvr~, know,; to me p1tr1onaUv to b~ BUch, and 

acJmovil4d.oc th.ii Indentvr,: to be their Deed. 

they did 

GIVEN U>UUT ffll/ la4nd and Seal of Office, the di.v llJUi vear aforesa.ill 
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Jun• 

/lffWUN, l'RED L, WARD &nd DORA T, WAIUI, 

Uural, Dal&wara, p&rti•• ot th• tir■t part, 

..um 

h1a wit■ , o! R. o. 

TRUSTEES 01' ST. ?AULS METHOOIST Cl{URCH, r-ur■l, llalaw&r•, parta• 

ot the •econd p&rt. 

,... ie• 

~'J!.J( Th&t certain lot , piece or 

parcel ot land •ituate, lying and being in Little Creek Hundred , 

Sussex County, State at Delaware, on the eastern and northern 

aide of land• preeently owned by St. Paula Methodiat Church, 3nd 

adJoining other land• now or formerly of Fred L. Ward, and n-ore 

particularly deacribed a ■ followa, 

DEGINNING at• concrete marker which 1 ■ located 1outhcast 

72 daqreoa 161 (oet from •noth~r concrete m.1rker ne•r An eloctrio 

light pole, on the eastern side of th• road leading from !learn ■ 

C'roa• R1,ada to Salisbury, aald firat mentioned ccncreto marker, 

boinq • corner for the land■ ht!rein convoyed, other lands at st. 

Paul■ Methodist Church, and lands now or formerly of Fred L. Ward, 

thence with said Ward land abuthea ■t 72 degrao■ 97.7 feet to a 

atake, thence sau~heaat 2 degreoa JS minutes 106 !eet to a concrete 

morkar and other land• of St. Paula Methodist Church, thence with 

said Church land northwest 07 deqreea 25 minute■ 95 feat to a 

concrete m.:1rkcr, thence northw~at 2 deqreea JS minutoa 132 !cet 

the the concreto marker and place ot boginning, said to contain 

ll,205 •quare !oet ot land, more or l•••• and ■urveyed and 

plottad by llarold L, Cook in 1960, 

BEING A PART of the ■am• land which wa• conveyed to rred L, 

Word and Dora T, Word, hi• wi!a, by dood !rom Mnrr111 O, Xin4 and 

Netti• e. King, hi• wi!e, dat~d tho 8th day ot oacomber, A, o. 

195l, and recorded at Oaorgatown, Delaware, in Dead ~•cord Vol. 

416, Pa9• 4l ,i,c., the 8th day o! D•c•mber, A, D. l95l , 

r 
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Fred L. Ware. 

Jlii< 1: lirmtmbrrtb, Tiw• .. •~ii 

;,. 1IA1 ,-•r of .. , LORD.., ,11..,..J 
t1i11, lu,,.,,., •-'- Sixty '"'ouJJ,, ,.,.., 1,,f.,, lllll' the S-ubaC!r iber, 

a Notory Public for the State and County afora■ai~, Fred L. Nard, and Dora T. Ward, h15 wife, 

aeverally 
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~is ]Dnb, Jllallr ij,·, ..... , _____ _ 

-rvent;r-Firt!o-------- ,.,., ----ne~ir---------
'" ,_,,_•I - LORD - ............i "'-...,.., •""f!!t;:r-tou.r (l954) , 

!JETVU/f, f l!r.D L. ·•.i.Rl ""4 0014 ~. •4~, htl ·•1!•, ot Utt.lac,.._ RUD<lnd,: 
; SaalOx C?untr, Stat.a oC Delavan, ;,u-uu at tlle Urn part. ' 

.um 
TRUSTl':ES or ST. PAULS C!IIJCl!, ot Utt.le Creek ~. Suaeax 

, Coant;r, State or ~ol&va:nt, ;,art.1•• ot Uwl 1ecood part 
I ~ 

' , 
( 

i 
' 

i i 
!Ell 001.Li.RS (110.00) and othor nluabla con51'1ent1"m----------

""nr,;p, __, i, lwr,oy odaw.l«lpl, ,w,,,oy -,.,.1.. .,,_ __ _ 

T'h•t certain lot, ;,itt• or !"'reel ot 
land situate, ~"i ancl ~•1ng 1n Little Creel< '!11.ni~, Su5"cx Countr, St.at.a of 
:.:elawarw. lJ"ing on the ~t. aide o: ~• Old St.a.ca ?;:)&d le:i~!...~ !':0::1 :!ea.~ C:,:,s.1 ~~=• ~ Salisbury, Xaryl..ancl, ac!Joinin~ St. ?aw Ch\Lt'C'1 Lat Ar.d ~ l.,. ·1ar:1 on 
t.he Hartl!, lan:!s o! Fred l.,. •ud on th. :;;...,t &ncl South, and """ ;,articul.arlJ' 
deocribed u !ol.lDva, 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
9~~:r:o .at & c0ncnta :urker at the I 

SouthWest conu,r or the !:,t hen,by conYq~ a.t t.he !..storn b:,,c,..,,~:y lL,e ot the ! 
Old Star;e i\:,ad, •~ runnin~ thence wlt.~ l1.ne of said .lbJ.d ::or+...:.west 2 1ec:--,r.! JS 
::dnute, 25'0 teat to a. concrete :"3.ricer, .u,d a corn.er of St. ?auU Church ~t..z. thence 
rlt.h 3&1d St.. rauls Ch\l.I"Ch lot and :red L. "-.1.ri land Southl'ta..,t :7 degree:, 2:, "'l!.natas 

7.S~ teat ta a Concreto t'.arker, t:ierx:e Sout."te.ast 2 d.eC!"et!! 35 -dnutes ?50 feet ta a 
Concrete !'!•uicer, thence !{orthveat 67 dee:ro•S 2S IIIL"l:J.tc:S 2s~ !'eet. ~ .i c,n.creta ?'.a.near: 
and puce o! begiruU.n&, cont.a.in1:li 62,500 squan, t•~t o! land oe l. t the ,a:,e "'"'' : 
or te3s. 
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...., i.,,a,1,.,i ...i an:,-tour (1954)-- ~•-, - IH/o,, - , th. Subocribor, • I 
lotaJY l'\lbU.C tor the Stai. o~ uww.r., PR@ ~ '!iAKl °"" tXIIU. 't. ltl.l'!l, b1a Vita , 
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