











Slaughter Neck United Methodist Church
Dedication of Historical Marker

Wesley P. Davis
Pastor

November 16, 1997

*Opening Hymn..."O God, Our Help in Ages Past"...................... #28
Prayer
Scripture Reading...........coovcoviccminecrernecrncrinreeneaes Joshua 4:1-7

Reflection on Scripture
Remarks by Selected Guests
Dedication of Historical Marker

*Closing Hymn..."The Church’s One Foundation"...................... #297

We wish to thank and acknowledge the following persons for
their presence and their role in this special occasion:

Doris Clifton Argo (in loving memory)
Jack Argo

H. Sterling Green

Russell McCabe

George Carey

Robert Voshell

Ruth Ann Minner



The two trees planted near the church sign are dedicated by
Donald Custer to the memory of his wife, Elinor Francis Custer
(9/4/27-6/13/97) and their son, Temrance Scott Custer.

The tree to the lefi of the sign, a Japanese Styrax, is for
Elinor. The one to the right, 2 Japane<e Rinodgood Maple i for
~Terrance.






CAPE GAZETTE, Friday, November 21 - November 27, 1397 -

Rosanne Pack photo

A new historic marker is unveiled at Slaughter Neck United Methodist Church during the
congregation’s annual homecoming. The marker is dedicated to the memory of Doris Clifton
Argo, the church archivist and a life member. Members of the Argo family are joined by
church officials and friends who participated in the dedication. Pictured are (l-r) the Rev.
Wesley Davis, Bishop Sterling Green, Kay Argo Bennett, Lindsay Sapp, Carlyn Argo Braun,
Craig Argo, Chris Argo, Jack Argo, Rep. George Carey, Sen. Robert Voshell and Lt. Governor

Ruth Ann Minner.

Dedication and history marked at
S aughter Neck Methodist homecoming

By Rosanne Pack

The weather was bright but bit-
ter cold with a cutting wind, but
heartfelt words and memories
warmed those gathered at Slaugh-
ter Neck United Methodist
Church last Sunday to witness the
unveiling of a Delaware Historic
Marker al the site of the 200-year-
old congregation’s home.

The ceremony was scheduled
for Slaughter Neck United
Methodist Church Homecoming,
Sunday, Nov. 16, and it combined

that an automobile accident took
her life in August so she did not
live to see the ceremony that she

- had long dreamed of.

However, there was no doubt in
the minds of those assembled that
day that her spirit was present and
she was sharing in every minute
of the celebratior.

Her daughter, Kay Bennett, re-
minded people that her mother
would have been in the middle of
the event, taking pictures for the
archives.

was never so organized and effi-
cient as when Argo worked for
her.

Minner said that she also had
some sad moments last week as
she took out her information on
the marker ceremony.

“T opened my folder, and there
was a handwritten note from my
friend, Doris, thanking me for par-
ticipating and reminding that she

Continued on page 30
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Godwin, Noali Moerris, Jokn Riley, Nathan Young,
Linford Truitt, Thomas Meteall, Neheminh Davis,
Mored Draper, Selutha Lewis, Eli Shockley, Joseph
Hickman, Thomas Draper, Swan Godeu and Willizm
Reding. On July 26. 1820, they met and elected
William Shockley, Williain Kendrick, Daniel God-
win, Nathan Young and Eli Shockley the first trust-
eez.  On October 7th, the trustees purchased of Will-
iam Hickmao, seventy square perches of land “where-
on the said meeting-house is buile,””  The first church
way a frame structure twenty-five feet square, with a
gallery on three sides. The church was originally
connected with the Milford Circuit and for many
years servicrs were held m Wednesday, The old
chnrch remained until 1855, when an acre of lund was
purchased of Lewuel Draper, and a new two story
building, twenty-five by thirty-five jeet, near the old
site, was erected at a cost of one thou-and and filty
dollara. The building committee was Thomas J.
Davis and John Bennett. In 1852 the church was
transferred to Lewis Circult and afterwards to Milton
Circuit, and now forus a part of the Lincoln Cireuit.

It is in a very prospercus condition. The present
Board of Trustees is comrposed of the following per-
sons: J. M. Davis, J. H. Draper, L. W. Davis, J.
Calboun, T. R. Wilson, Robt. Rooche, J. W. Bennett,
J. A. Argo, Wm. J. Hickmnn,

On June 29, 1821, David Smith conveyed to Joseph
Hudson, Curti« Shockley, Jaumes Butler, Lowder Lay-
ton and Walter Sipple, a traet of cighty perches
about six miles from Milfcrd, on the road from Mil-
ford to Concord, knowu as the “Townsend Road.”
On this land was erected Swnith’s Chapel. It wasa
one-story Irame-buikling, twenty-six by thiny feet,
and remained till 1873. In that vear it was removed
and the present edifice began. The corner-stone was
1aid December 14, 1873, and the new building dedi-
cated May 3, 1874, us the Union Methodist Episcopal
Church by Rev. Enoch Stubbs. It is a ene-story
frame structure, thirty by forty feet, and was built at
a cost of one thousand, three hundred and fifty dol-
lurs. The building committee was Jeln H., Clendan-
jel, James D. Deputy and Solomaon I. Betts. There
are at present thirty communicants. A Sunday-schoa)
under the superintendence of Johu H. Deputy is con-
nected with the chureh. The church lias been con-
nected with the Ellendale Cirenit since the nrganiza-
tion of that Civeuit in 1875, and has been served by
the following pastors: Ilev. James Couner, Rev. D.
W, C. MeIntyre, Rev. A AL Tishier, Itev. Valeotine
Gray, Rev. A, I’ Prettyminy, Rev, N. MeQuay, Rev.
1. . Johuson, Rev. D, I, MeXull, Rev. J, AL Collins,
Rev. Wilmer Jaggard, Bev. J. T. Prouse.

Ellendale Methodist Lpiscopal Church.—On July
16, 1878, Willim MeColley granted to Alfred Heave-
low, Willimn 8hort, James 3. Jester, Bevans Morris
and Alfred Short, a tract of land for a church, par-
sonage and school. A school and parsonage costing
five hundred dollars were soon after erected. ‘The
chureh was commenced in 1382, and dedicated De-

HISTORY OF DELAWARE.

cember 31st of the same year by Rev. Jonathan S,
Willis. The Luilding committee composed of Eliag
B3, Reed, Alired Short and Benjamin . Jester, erected
a4 neat frame edifice thirty by forix-four feet, at a
cost of twelve hundred dollars, The membership
now consists of twenty-five communicants. There is
ir. connection with the chureh a Sunday-school, con-
taining twenty scholars, under the superintendency
of James II. Jeswer. The church has always becn
connected with the Ellendale Cireuit, and the pulpit
bas Leen filled by the pastors of that circuit.

The First Methodist Chureh in Cedar Neck was
built on lund now awned by Stephen M. Ellis. Io
wus g one-story frame building, which mmany years
afterwards was moved to a place near the site of the
present church. Tn 1875, Curtis C, Watson dunated
an acre of land to the trustees, and on it the present
church was huilt at a cost ol eleven hundred dollars.
It was connected with Milford Circuit till 1872, when
it beeame a part of Lincoln Circuit. The pustors con-
nected wilh these cireuits have served this church.
It has a present membership of about thirty-five. The
present board of trustees is composed of Miles T.
Mills, Jno. W. Potter, Henry Pierce, Isaac Cirwithin,
John Tease and William Townsend.

The Methodists in the immediate vicinity of Lin-
coln first held meetings in a private house, and after
a hall was built in the village, resorted to that. Sab-
bath-school was held regularly, and occasionally
prenching services were conducted by the clergymen
of adjoining churches. In 1869 it was decided 1o
build a chureh, and J. Houston, J. B, Tracey, David
Stout, A. S. Small and B. W. Truitt were appointed
n building committee. The corner-stone was laid
October 10, of that year, by Revs. 8. L. Gracey and
E. Stubbs. The building was completed and used as
a house of worship till 1883, when the present struc-
ture was erected. The church is in a flourishing con-
dition, and connected with it is a prosperous Sabbuth-
school, under the superintendence of B. M. Cain.
The present board of trustees is composed of Jumes
Houston, B. \W. Truitr, A. 8 Swmall, A, W. Smull,
Elias Shockley and J. N. Lecompte.

The following pastors have ministered to the con-
gregation : Rev. J. A. B. Wilson, Rev. John E. Smith,
Rev. I. N. Toreman, Rev. G. 8. Conoway, Rev. E, L.
Hubbard, Rev. I. N. Foreman, Rev. Edward Davis,
Rev. J. M. Collins, Rev. I. L. Wood.

The first Methodist Episcopal Church, at New
Market, was erected at an early period. Dr. Wallace,

of Ocean Grove fame, was once stationed in charge or

the circuit with which this church was connected. In
a recent article, he characterized its members as
“shouting Methodists.”” The old building remained
untill 1881, when it was replaced by the present struc-
ture. It formerly was connected with Milton Circuit,
but now forms a part of Lincoin Circuit. The church
is in a good conditien and is well attended, The
Sunday-school is in charge of James Warren.

The present board of trustees comprizes the follow-
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Rudolph—1Lived in Elkton, Cecil County, Maryland. Visits there May 8§,
1787.

S....,I....—Lived somewhere in Kent County, Maryland. Preaches there
December 14, 1777.

Salem Chapel—Near Christiana, New Castle County, Delaware. Preaches
there May 1, 1810; April 16, 1811; April 6, 1813.

Salisbury—Town of, in Wicomico County, Maryland. Visits there July 29,
31, 1779; August 11, 20, 25, 1779; September §, 1779; Preaches there
November 14, 1779; May 18, 1789; March 22, 1806; April 19, 1802;
April 3., 1806; June 3, 1806; March 22, 1807,

Scott, Poctor—Lived in northern pari of Kent County, Maryland. Dines
there April 5, 1811.

Scotten—Lived in neighborhood of Kenton, Kent County, Delaware.
Preaches there January 4, 1778; February 2, 1778; August 19, 1779;
February 29, 1780; Decemberl 1780,

Severson's Chapel—Located east of Smyrna toward Leipsic, Kent County,
Delaware. Preaches there November 30, 1780; October 15, 1789,
Shankland-—Lived in lower part of Sussex County, Delaware. Visits Sep-
tember 25, 1779; Preaches November 27, 1786; Visits and preaches
Qctober 20-21,.1787; Preaches Qctober 24, 1788; Dines July 19, 17986.

"Sharkleys-—Neighborhood of Milford, Delaware. Visits there October 22,
1790.

Sharps—Lived in Nanticoke Hundred, Sussex County, Delaware. Preaches
there January 18, 1780.

Shaws, Richard—Lived eight miles west of Dover, Delaware. Preaches
there January 8, 1778; February 8, 1778; June 28, 1778; August 10,
1778; January 12, 1779; Visits February 7, 1779; Marech 30, 1779;
April 2, 1779; Preaches June 17, 20, 1779; Visits July 29, 31, 1779;
Preaches August 3, 11, 20, 25, 1779; September 8, 1779; Visits Novem-
ber 13, 1779; Preaches February 23, 28, 29, 1780; Visits March 24,
1780; Preaches April 13, 16, 1781; November 21, 26, 1780.

Sheredine, Daniel—Lived in Principio Furnace, Cecil County, Maryland.
Lodges there October 14, 1794; Vigits October 12, 1795; July 12, 1797;
October 17, 1757; August 1, 1801; Lodges April 7, 1802; August 2,
1802; April 1, 1814,

Shockleys-—Lived in Slaughter Neck, Sussex County, Delaware. Preaches
July 13, 27, 1778; August 10, 1778; January 14, 1779; July 14, 1779;
Lodges and preaches September 28-29, 1779; Preaches January 15,
1781.

Short. A.—Lived in New Castie County, Delaware. Somewhere between
Bohemia River and Smyrna. Visits August 10, 1815,

Simmons—Lived in Kent County, Maryland. Preaches there July 30, 1778.

Sipples, Jonathan—Lived near Jones Creek, somewhere back of Barratt's
Chapel, Kent County, Delaware, Preaches there December 26, 1779.

Sipple, Waitman—In same neighborhood as Jonathan Sipple. Visits there
March 20, 1780.

Sizer—North West Fork Hundred, Sussex County, Delaware. Preaches his
funeral January 26, 1785,

,foIaughters Neck——Located between Milford and Lewes, Sussex County,
Delaware. Preaches there July 13, 1778; February 15, 1780.

Smith, Mr.—Lived in Smyrna, Delaware. Lodges there November 29, 1780;
April 17, 1815.

Smith, Samue)-—Near Crisfield, Somerset County, Maryland. Visits May 21,
1799. Lodges April 20, 1802,

Smyrna—Town of, in Kent County, Delaware. See Duck Creek Cross Roads,
its former name, for additional information. Preaches there March 28,
1807; March 23, 1809; April 25, 1810 (Collected money for Boston,
Mass, Chapel) Preaches April 9, 1813; Lodges April 20, 1813; Exhorts
April 17, 1815.

Snow Hill—Town of, in Worcester County, Maryland. Preaches there
November 7, 1784; November 20, 1786; April 24, 1802 (Speaks of a
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THE HISTORY OF
SLAUGHTER NECK U.M. CHURCH

Doris Clifton Argo



“That it mighit present it to fiimself a glorious church,
not Aaving spot, or wrinkle or any such thing;
but that it should be fioly and without blemish.”

The United States of America was barely a year old when religion was taking root
into the lives of rural Milford, Delaware. There was no organized religion in Cedar Creek
Hundred, nor were there any houses of worship There was no name to geographically
define a small farming village in 1776. However, it is believed that a landowner with the
surname of Slaughter dwelt in the area and as a point of reference, this stretch of land
became know as “Slaughters” or even “Slaughter’s Neck.”

The roots of early Christianity in America did not spread rapidly. That became a
concern of the religious leaders back in England. They felt responsible for the migrated
souls who had left the folds of their motherland over the past century. Several itinerant
preachers were dispatched to America to aid in the rescuing of souls. Some of those early
disciples were Francis Asbury, Thomas Coke, Freeborn Garrettson, Robert Strawbridge
and several others.

Yet, God-fearing folks did reside in Slaughter’s Neck. John Cooper was the first
known Methodist to preach in the area. William Clendening and Joseph Cronwell assisted
in spreading the Gospel and the doctrines of Methodism throughout lower Delaware.

A handful of area farmers, who had been meeting occasionally in the confines of
their own homes in the community heeded the call from Above and set out to establish a
religion for the community. They sought out the expertise of a person from the town of
Milford who was a Presbyterian minister. Recorded simply as “J.K.”, he didn’t seek
recognition for this theological tutelage for evoking the work of God outside his own faith.
He sought to do the will of God. This mentor and several interested parties met in the
home of William Shockley of Cedar Neck and the proverbial seed of Methodism was
planted in the area in 1777.

Itinerant preacher, Francis Asbury, came to the new colonies on October 27, 1771,
to spread the Gospel and win souls for the Lord. Rev. Asbury would often set out on his
horse and traverse to any location where there were a few people who were willing to listen
to him. On a summer day, July 13, 1778, he rode into the area south of Milford, near the
beach, and was befriended by Mr. Shockley. A crowd of mildly-interested residents
gathered and Asbury proceeded to preach. While his heart was intent on spreading the
Word, his eyes focused on the people in attendance and observed the behavior of the
ignorant.



Francis Asbury was a voracious note keeper and paid strict attention to details. In
his journal he recorded locations he visited, the people he encountered, and how well he
was received. Some entries in his journal showed his total disillusionment at the
contempt of his audience. His first visit in the area was not successful.,

Monday, 13. Preaching in Slaughter’s Neck, there appeared to be some impediment
in the family: I therefore removed the preaching and found the children were
openly wicked. We shall now meet the people at Mr. Shockley’s whose family
appears serious; and I hope the work of God will go on in this neighbourhood.

Throughout the next year, the Methodist Society continued in their services and
their faith grew. Rev. Asbury returned for a follow-up visit on July 14, 1779, The children,
he noted, and others, had redeemed themselves and he rejoiced!

Wednesday, 14. Set out for the sea-side, in a double carriage, brother Alfrey
with me. We rode thirty miles, and came to Shockley’s a little after twelve
o’clock. Preached to about one hundred people, all serious; a great
alteration since I was there 12 months back. So does God work. I am in
growing health, my voice much restored; feel a springing hope that this
Jjourney will be attended with a blessing to myself and others. 1 am
overcome with a sense of the goodness of God, in so suddenly raising me up.
0! What I laboured under this week! How great the change! I find all

my afflictions divinely sanctified to me: I am kept in great peace, and a
Divine serenity all day. A sweet peace sits upon my soul. I read some
psalms, and a little of Haliburton’s Life, as I rode in the chair. O how

good it is to strive to do a little for God! My friends were frightened at my
going out so soon, but the Lord will help me on my way. I spoke at Shockley’s
on Eph. ii, 8-10.

The seed of Methodism had been sown. Rev. Asbury’s efforts were finally reaping
rewards.

There has always been much speculation about the derivation of place name called
Slaughter Neck. Rev. Asbury deserves a little credit to helping to ferret out the real reason
for the name. It is interesting to note in his journal that he distinctly made references to
being in this particular location. He deliberately penned “Slaughter’s Neck” with an
apostrophe “s”. This documents that there was a family named Slaughter in the area and
used the name as a point of location during his travels. Some folks guessed that the word
referred on a Indian massacre in the area, thus creating a slaughter. That version is a
myth. Even today, people shudder when they hear the word slaughter and wonder why
any place would adopt such a foreboding name to call itself.

Rev. Asbury probably felt he had laid the foundation for organized Methodism in
Slaughter’s Neck for he did not return to lend his God-given talent. Inspired, the area
residents took it upon themselves to pick up where Asbury left off. For many years, they
continued meeting in homes on Wednesday, under shade trees or near Delaware Bay as
they watched the sun rise over the horizon, assisted by local preachers, visiting clergy and
laity.

Feeling confident about the Lord’s will for them, a group meet on July 26, 1810 and
decided to organize an official church. The first trustees were elected using the name of



“Zion Trustees.” They were Daniel Godwin, William Kendrick, Eli Shockley, William
Shockley and Nathan Young. The following list comprises the first membership in the
area and named the newly-formed congregation as “Zion Church”. The 18 devoted
stewards were:

Davis, Nehemiah Metcalf, Thomas
Draper, Moreh Morris, Noah
Draper, Thomas Reding, William
Goden, Swan Riley, John
Godwin, Daniel Shockley, Eli
Hickman, Joseph Shockley, William
Hickman, William Smith, Homer
Kendrick, William Truitt, Linford
Lewis, Selutha Young, Nathan

Witnessing the Christian growth and realizing the need for a house of worship,
William Hickman who was a local preacher and member of the society, donated 70 perches
of land on October 7, 1810 “whereon the said meeting house is built.,” Services were held
on Wednesday for many years.

The first established church was given the name of Hickman’s Meeting House which
honored the donor for his gift of land. The building, very basic in design, was constructed
of local hand hewn timbers and estimated to be about 25 feet square with galleries on three
sides. There are no photographs or drawings or remnants of this plain structure. It is
believed to have stood several yards to the rear of the present church. There remains a
vacant spot, now surrounded by tombstones, which is believed to be the hallowed ground of
this first church in the area. It was connected to the Milford Circuit.

The adjoining cemetery had begun in an seemingly obsure fashion. Mary
Hickman, a six year-old, had died on September 9, 1828. She is thought to have been the
daughter of Eliza and William Hickman whe had previously donated land for the church
building. Perhaps, the bereaved parents deemed it appropriate to bury the child near the
church. Her tombstone still stands as a memorial to the loved one to the rear of the
present church. Local people began the practice of burying their loved ones on grounds
sanctified instead of emtombing them in barren fields or under a tree in the middle of a
farm,

For miles, people from surrounding hamlets rode horses and loaded up their
carriages and traversed to Slaughter’s Neck to worship at Hickman’s Meeting House. This
was the only church around for many many years. The crudely-constructed building had
begun to show signs of deterioration. There was talk among the congregation and the
powers that be, that maybe a new larger church should be built to accommodate the
masses. In 1852, the church became a part of the Lewes Circuit and later, was a parish
within the Milton Circuit.

In 1855, landowner, Lemuel Draper, sold one acre to the trustees for $40.00 a‘“lot or
piece of land upon which they then built a new house of church”. This new parcel joined
the existing church property and the new church would be erected in close proximity of the
former church. Mr. Draper, however, had failed in his lifetime to execute a deed to the



Trustees. The slate of officers elected under “Trustees of the Zion M. E. Church in
Slaughter Neck” were Joseph M. Davis, Joseph H. Draper, Lott W. Davis, M. Reynolds, L
Cirwithian and L A. Calhoun. The new frame structure was built in 1856 at the cost of
$1,050. The building measured 25 feet x 35 feet with a second story. The exterior was
wrapped in clapboard siding. The building committee was Themas J. Davis and John
Bennett. In other words, they were the carpenters.

It is interesting to note that the boundaries to the new deed were set “beginning at a
marked red cedar tree...and...a dead oak tree used as a gate post.”

The interior was designed with wooden floors and the center aisle was the focal
peint. The altar was elevated by one step. Located to the side of the pulpit, the “Amen
Corner” was established. The deacons and elders sat there and proclaimed “Amen,
Brother, Amen” when they agreed to the minister’s points of his sermon. On the opposite
corner, Mrs. Ella Bennett played hymns on the pump organ and choir members sat erect in
straight wooden chairs.

Nearby in Ceédar Neck, religious followers had grown and saw the need for their
own house of worship. It was dedicated in 1859. Nearby in Lincoln City, there was a
Methodist following with itinerant preaching in homes until a church was built in 1869.

In 1871, Zion M. E. Church, became connected with the Lincoln Charge, which
included the Lincoln Church. Rev. John A. B, Wilson was the minister with Joseph W.
Hudson assigned as a Junior Preacher.

Mr. Draper died without conveying a deed to the Trustees. After his death, it was
incumbent upon his widow, Hester, and his brother Samuel, who was residing in
Washington, D. C. at the time, to rectify the oversight. On May 1, 1880, the property was
legally transferred to the trustees who had settled on a new name for the church: Slaughter
Neck Zion Meeting House.

Officially, or unofficially, the name soon became altered. The words “Zion Meeting
House” were discarded in favor of “Slaughter Neck M. E. Church”. Slaughter was adopted
instead of Slaughter’s An old photograph taken before the building was dismantled, shows
a sign high above the stained glass transom. This half-moon wooden tablet stated:

SLAUGHTER NECK
METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1856 1888

Those dates were exclusively significant to this building. The church was built in
1856. Later, the church coffers enabled the congregation to go ahead with plans to make
improvements to the church. It was extensively remodeled in 1888 at a cost of $1600.
Records are non-existent, but it is believed that the six large stained-glass windows, shipped
from Philadelphia, were installed at this time. New furniture, such as 30 long wooden
pews, pulpit and altar pieces were also added. The plain interior received a decorative
touch with the addition of a metal ceiling.

The church was prosperous with a large active congregation. They had instituted
the Women’s Temperance Circle. Strawberry festivals were held in June in a grove of trees
near the church. At night, bonfires were built to ward off mosquitoes while folks enjoyed
assorted desserts such as homemade strawberry ice cream.



The present Board of Trustees was comprised of the following men: J. M. Davis, J.
H. Draper, L. W. Davis, J. Calhoun, T. R. Wilson, Robert Rooche, J. W. Bennett, J. A.
Argo, and William J. Hickman.

There was one wedding known to have taken place at the second church. Annie
Argo, daughter of John and Hester Donovan Argo married Frank Potter of Cedar Neck on
July 17, 1896. The minister at the time was Rev. T. S. Williamson. Also, parents began
bringing their children to church to be baptized.

Methodism in Slaughter Neck had survived for well over a hundred years and the
new 20th century lay just beyond the horizon.

Two local newspapers, The Delaware Democrat and The Sussex Journal, publicized
the funeral of William Jefferson, one of the church’s parishioners. It took place on
November 17, 1906 and stated that “from seven to eight hundred people were present.” It
had been the largest one that residents in neighboring towns could recall.

The space allotted for burials near the church had been consumed. On May 1, 1911,
local farmer, Amos Bennett, sold land to the Trustees of the Church for the sole purpose of
using it as a cemetery.

During the era of 1915, several organizations were instituted at the church. The
Christian Endeavor for adults would meet every Sunday at church. The Epworth League
for the youth also became part of the religious framework.

There is a story of evangelist, Elsie Reems, who had come to the community for a
tent meeting. The nightly services were held near the Slaughter Neck School, which was
situated on the Slaughter Beach Road. Now Elsie was a large-framed woman, always
wore white, and traveled alone. Local resident Starkey Gooner atténded omne of her
meetings and listened as she condemned the use of alcohol, cigarettes and other such vices
that young men succumbed to during the pre-Depression era. Mr. Gooner, not heeding her
word, lit up a cigarette at the end of the meeting. Well! The wayward man was soon in the
midst of a mini sermonette as Miss Elsie Reems “reemed out” the errant gentleman for
smoking those tools of the devil.

The church was well attended and prosperous. In 1918, improvements were made
again to the church. It isn’t known what the exact enhancements were. Church records
for that time period had been totally destroyed many years later as the house and contents
of the church treasurer went up in smoke.

On September 8, 1918, the local order of the Masons worshipped en masse at the
church and presented the congregation with a Holy Bible. It still has a place of honor upon
the altar. It was engraved for the presentation:

Presented to Slaughter Weck Wethodist Episcopal Church
by €Enterprise Council 16 Jr. ©. U. A. 2.
Wifton, Del
Septempber 8, 1918

After the worship service was over, the enclave gathered for a group picture.

With the appointment of a new minister in 1922, came the introduction of organized
meetings with a mission. Rev. George Wood’s wife assisted in forming the new Ladies Aid.
Mrs. Helen Collins became its first president. Later, after the new church was built, they
meet on a regular basis on the first Tuesday of the month for years. A business meeting



was held and, according to a rotation schedule, a woman offered devotions and inspiration
at the meeting. After the meeting was adjourned, a second lady played a round of games.
Still another woman acted as hostess for the meeting. While the ladies attended the
meeting, their husbands would spend a couple of hours at the corner store where they
challenged each other to games of checkers, horseshoes, or caught up on the area farming
or events. Do you think they gossiped at all? When the store closed, some of the men
stopped by the church basement, paid their pittance, and enjoyed refreshments with the
women. Dessert sometimes included homemade ice cream and cake. When Mrs. Logan,
who came here from the city, joined the circle, she introduced the ladies to a innovative
variety of early evening snacks with style and grace.

The earliest record of a meeting of the Board of Trustees was February 26, 1925.
Their minutes noted “Balance on hand $2.30.”

One lovely spring day in June 1926, six-year old Betty Belle Steen, who lived in a
farm house situated near the main highway, was lured by the presence of pretty daisies
that grew along the dirt shoulder. She knew her father was just down the road a bit,
attending to his farming duties. She walked along gaily and proceeded to pick a bouquet of
daisies, probably entertained the idea of giving the flowers to her mother, who was back in
the house. Suddenly, a car came down the road and scared the little girl. Betty Belle made
a quick dash toward the direction of the car. The driver saw the child as she bolted toward
the highway, but there was nothing he could do to prevent from hitting her. She was killed
by the automobile driven by Mr. H. Brittingham of Lewes.

The funeral service for Betty Belle was held at Slaughter Neck Church. Young girls
from the church were selected to be honorary ball bearers. They sat on the front pew
attired in their white Children’s Day dresses. They carried fresh bouquets of flowers as
they followed the casket to the cemetery where the darling child was laid to rest. The
sad-eyed attendants were Margaret Adams, Doris Argo, Luella Bennett, Grace Draper,
Olivia Draper, and Sarah Short. On a warm afternoon, Rev. J. T. Thornton delivered the
sermon to a packed church for the somber occasion.

Ironmically, nearly four years later, the same scenario was sadly repeated. The Steen
family had moved from the fateful farm after their daughter’s death. Willis Gooner moved
into the house with his wife and young son, Francis. It was spring time and the fresh smell
of farming was intoxicating. Eight-year old Francis, was outside pretending he was
farming like his father. He was dragging a hoe in the dirt behind him and he soon
ventured out to the dirt highway. He seemed oblivious to the occasional traffic, but, he,
like Betty Belle, became a highway fatality as he was struck and killed by a passing
automobile on April 21, 1930. Francis was buried at Slaughter Neck Cemetery next to his
baby sister. A concrete wall was later erected in front of the house. The pretty house, after
years of tenants and disrepair, was torn down.

It was another sad occasion that saw the demise of the second church building.
During the funeral service of local farmer, Mr. Joseph Stormer, which was held at the
church on October 21, 1928, one of the main supporting beams in the church’s foundation
cracked, adding terror to the grief-stricken assembly. The church was deemed unsafe and
plans were immediately underway to build another, albeit, sturdier building. Worship
services were then held in the Prime Hook School for the following year.



There was no prior mention in the minutes that the Board suggested that a new
church had to be built. Instead, the area residents took it upon themselves to construct one
to fullfil the needs the community.

Parishioner Mr. Herschel Bennett had just built a house for himself of cement
blocks, and feeling somewhat confident about his choice of building material, said that if
cement blocks were good enough for his house, then they would certainly be good enough
for a church. Mr. Thomas Logan and Mr. Z. T. Farens joined Mr. Bennett and the three
built the new church, constructed of cement blocks. Other men also worked in the
construction, namely Richard Reynolds. Many years later, a calling card was found on the
pulpit. It read:

Rev. Robert L. Kirby
Sherwood, Maryland

On the back side was the following handwritten message:

lon Lere Julyy 10, 1960

to build same

It had never been recorded in present-day church chronicles that Mr. Kirby worked
on the church. That little-known visit with its bit of tamgible evidence offered
documentation that wasn’t known to exist. What a treasure he left upon the Bible that
day!

Using the basic design and size from the precedent churches, the builders elaborated
on the architecture. This church would have a few, new features. First, the church would
be built over a full-sized basement, with a interior entrance. The basement would provide
space for Sunday School classes. It would also provide the means for a furnace with a floor
vent to the sanctuary and there would be the luxury of “central heat” during the winter
months. A pitcher-handled pump would be installed in the far corner of the basement, for
an occasional drink or water to freshen up flowers on the nearby graves.

A vestibule would be added to the front which could serve many purposes. A
ladder, placed on the landing of the basement steps, led upwards to the belfry, where, in
time, the church bell would peal. Also, one could gain stately access to the chancel through
double wooden swinging doors. This structure would duplicate the tried and tested
previous floor plan.

Elizabeth Argo Clendaniel, whose mother, Annie was the steward for the church,
was outside one fall afternoon going through the pile of rubble that had accumulated as the
old building was being dismantled in favor of the new one. There was an oil lamp outside
the entrance to the church. Annie Argo discovered the cranberry-colored globe that had
been discarded. She salvaged it and kept the treasure in her home for many years before
passing it on to her daughter.

Furnishings from the precedent church were transferred from the old to the new.
These treasured pieces can still be seen today upon the altar. They include the altar railing,
the matching trio of altar chairs, 30 wooden pews, a marble stopped stand, the pulpit, the
metal ceiling and the beautiful stained glass windows.



The cornerstone of the new Slaughter Neck M, E. Church was laid at 10:00 a.m. on
Sunday morning, November 24, 1929 by Rev. James E. Holland, a native of Slaughter
Neck. Three dates are engraved on the commemorative time capsule: 1856 - 1888 - 1929.
The Rev. Otis Jefferson preached the first sermon from the pulpit. The Rev. W. E,
Habbart, District Superintendent, conducted the afternoon service.

The stock market crash of 1929 had ruined many people throughout the nation.
Money was tight but collections taken up during the course of the day reaped enough funds
to pay off the building debt entirely.

These persons contributed to the success of the building program:

George Draper $500 Chester Short $50
Theodore Bennett 400 Herman Argo 35
Horace Bennett 300 Carlton Clifton 25
Willis Carey 200 Marshall Roach 25
Lib Cirwithen 200 Clara Argo 25
John Isaacs 100 Edgar Bennett 25
Sallie Prettyman 100 Willard Clifton 25
Fred Bennett 100 Layton Bennett 25
John Waples 100 Joe Calhoun 25
Charles Reed 50 Vinal Carey 15
William Jefferson 50 Carlton Argo 15
Ellwood Argo 50 Sara Bennett 15
John Argo 50 Arthur Boyce 10
Thomas Logan 20 Harrison Collins 10
Zed Farens 50 Tom Ingram 10
J Noble 50 Mr. Sipple 10
John Ament 50

That amount totaled $2,715.00. This, however, was no indication that this figure
represented the total price for the construction of the new church building - although it
could be! Nor can it be sure, that this is an aggregate list of all contributors, even though
the people were staunch supporters of the church - not only monetarily but also in spirit.

Three services were held throughout the day.
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