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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Judge's house and law office occupy a block on the original town plot of Georgetown 
(drawn up in 1791) bounded by West Market Street on the southeast, North Alley (closed 
for more than a century) on the southwest, Laurel Street on the northwest, and North 
Front Street on the northeast. The section of Georgetown in which the property is 
located contains sane of the earliest surviving structures in the town. 

The original structure built by Justice Peter Robinson shortly after 1800 appears to 
have been a single-pile side hall plan, two-and-a-half story Federal style house with 
a single-pile, two-bay wing on the southwest end and a single-pile, one-story, three­
bay wing running out from the rear of the main section of the house. The original 
siding, still visible on the outside of the kitchen wing and in a small portion of the 
first floor rear wall of the house, wa!i wide, horizontal water millsawn beaded weather­
board. Remnants of this same type of siding are also found in other structures of the 
same vintage and quality in Sussex Cou.,ty, Delaware. 

By the time of Justice Robinson's death in the early 1830's, court records indicate 
that the one story wing on the southwest end of the house had been raised to a full 
two-and-a-half stories, in a five-bay, center hall stye. While this main section of 
the house appears from the street to be a symmetrical late Federal house with some 
Graek R.::vival Jetalliuy, the rear of the house is not entirely symmetrical. It is 
possible fran a close examination of the rear of the main section to detect where 
the original one story or one-and-a-half story wing was raised to a full two stories, 
probably during the 1820's. 

The structure has undergone other alterations during its history. Most changes were 
made during the mid-19th century, though cert~in modern alterations have been made as 
well. In the early 1840' s, Judge Edward Woot.en, Justice Robinson's son-in-law and 
the second owner of the house, carried out an extensive remodelling of the interior 
in Greek Revival style. Hand-hewn cypress shingles, a characteristic siding material 
of 19th century lower Delaware architecture, were applied to the exterior of the main 
five-bay section of the house. The small law office on the property is also shingled 
in the same material. Judge Wooten also added one-story, one-bay Greek Revival 
flat-roofed porches to the house and the law office. 

While the kitchen, located at the rear of the rear wing, underwent an unfortunate 
major alteration in the l950's in which all the original paneling was removed, the 
dining room, sitt.:ated between the kitchen and the main section, is largely original. 
It possesses many original details jncluding wide pine floorboards, chair-rail 
moulding~, four-paneled doors, and door and wind0",1 trim. The dining room also retains 
its original arched corner cupboard. Two attic rooms over the kitchen and dining 
room ~ere rendered inaccessible by the removal of an enclosed kitchen stairway in 
the l950's, except through two small, four-pane gable end windows on the northwest 
gable cud of the rear wing. The original kitchen fireplace, said to have been seven 
feet wide, was also closed in during thP 1950's. The exterior end chimney is a 
rare (by lo•,ier Delaware standards) stuccoed brick chimney nine feet wide at the 
base with c1 water table and sloped weath,.rings. 'Ihe chimney has an arched brick 
hood. T}P arched hoods are repeated in the two interior end chirmeys in the main 
sec-tion of the house. 
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The exterior of the rear wing is largely original with original siding, window 
trim, and heavy beaded plank outer doors bolted to inner paneled doors. An "L" shaped 
porch extends along the full length of the rear wing and across the central bay of 
the main house. The section of the porch at the rear of the main house displays 
mortise and tenon construction. That running along the side of the rear wing appeo.rs 
later and may have been reconstructed during the early 20th century. The porch in 
its present design appears in a photo of the house taken in 1900. 

The roofs of both wings and the main section of the house are covered with modern 
asphalt shingles over earlier wooden shake shingles. Both front and rear slopes of 
the gable roof of the main section contain three symmetrically-placed federal style 
dormers with classical curved pedimented roofs and six-over-six sash windows. The 
gable ends contain sl'l'l8.1.l six-light casement windows at each side of the interior 
end chimneys. The windows are shuttered with boardTaJ2d-batten shutters. 

Pei naps the most visible of Judge Wooten's exterior renovations is a one-story 
gable-roofed addition extending out from the northeast gable end of the main section. 
This one-bay wing, which was apparently used as a study through much of the history 
of the house, contnins Greek .kevival window trim, and a fireplace surround in the 
same style. The fireplace ties into the chimney running up through the main section. 
Another fireplace in the parlor at the northeast end of the main section opens into 
the same chimney as does a third fireplace in the northeast end bedroom on the second 
floor which has been enclosed. Judge Wooten installed ornate Greek Revival mantelpieces 
of gray King-of-Prussia marble around the two first floor fireplaces in the main section 
of the house. Both have Ionic colur:ms supporting the mantelpiece. The baseboards, 
symmetrical window trim, doorways, and other features of the main section date from 
Judge Wooten's renovation. The stairway rising from the central hallway to a landing 
and then to the second floor hallway is Greek Revival in design with simple turned 
baiusters and & ramped railing where the rail meets the landing and econd floor 
hallway posts. 

The front doors of both the house and the law office are six-r~neled. The 
doo:rJay of the main h~Jse has sidelights and a four-light transom. An ornamental 
brass knocker on the door is engraved with the ams of the Lords Baltimore. The 
device was inherited from the ancestral home of General Jesse Green, a descendent 
of the Calvert family: The doorways leading onto the rear porch fro~ the central 
hall of the rr.ain section are three-paneled on the interior and planked with beaded 
planks on the exterior. These double doors and the doors leading to the porch from 
th~ kitchen and dinine room in the rear wing aprear to be original. 

ThP attic of the J!lain section is partially finished with planter walls and 
sj""ple od plank floors and baseboards. A crawl space above the attic eives access 

• 
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to the ridge of the roof, where it is possible to see the original rnorticed and 

tenoned beams on the northeast or older end. 

Two second floor six-over-six double hung sash windows ~ierce the southwest 

gable end, which also contains two attic level six-light casements. Only one 

window appears in the northeast gable end, also at the second floor w~ndow level 

at the front corner of the house. The northeast end also contains the two attic 

level w;ndows and a first floor window at the front corner. It is probable that 

both of these windows were cut into the wall during the 1840 renovation. 

Among the more interesting features of the second floor of the house are a 

pair of wrought iron and brass carpenter's locks on doors of adjoining bedrooms 

on the second floor. Although the two rooms, at the southwest end, were original.ly 

a single la?"gPr bedchamber, a dividing wall was p.i.t in during Judge Wooten's 

renovation. An original single fireplace was con~erted into two smaller corner 

fireplaces. The lock on the rear bedroom door bears a brass seal emblazoned witn 

the arms of Great Britain and the notation that the lock was manufactured during 

the r~ign of King William IV. The front bedroom door lock seal is emblazoned with 

an American eagle. 

Neither the house nor the law office hava basements and both sit on brick 

foundations. While the exterior of the small gable roofed law office is relatively 

unaltered, the building has had a modern one-story wing added to the rear. The 

interior of the original two-bay one-story office was extensively altered during 

the 1950's and now possesses virtually no original details. 

The grounds also include a small gable-roofed cypress shingled milk house, and 

a small two-bay one room plan house with modern additions which might originally 

have served as a servant's quarters or sumner kitchen. While it contains much 

orlgln~l exterior trim on the front facing Horth Front Street, the structure has 

been extensively altPred inside and out. Although included in the site being 

noriinated, the structure is not considered important to the nomination because 

of the ~Ajor alterati ns it has undergone within the past two decades. 

Also located on the site is a fine old boxwood garden which appears to date 

from the rn.i d-J 9th C"'ntury. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Judge's house and law office, on West Market Street, one bloc.,, southwest of 
Georgetown's Public Square and Circle, are significant as the home 'lJld office of 
a long line of Delaware judges , government officials, and political leaders. The 
house is architecturally sign~ficance as one of the better preserve.· 19th century 
houses in Georgetown, the county seat of Sussex County, Delaware. The law office, 
though substantially altered, is significant as the last remaining !9th century 
law office in Georgetown. It is perhaps equally significant that the structure 
has been used as nothing but a law office since the date of its construction in 
about 1809 except for several years during the 1960's when it served as the county 
Red Cro~~ headquarters. 
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75 Degrees 23 Minutes 17 Seconds Longitude 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPI'ION: 

The boundaries of the site being nominated begin at the western corner 
of West Market Street and North Front Street. The line runs with West Market 
Street in a southwesterly d:rection for 2S2 feet to South Lane and thence in 
a northwesterly direction with South Lane for a distance of lSS feet. The 
Line turns northeast 90 degrees and runs northeast for a distance of 252 feet. 
At the intersection of the northeasterly line with North Front Street, the 
line turns 90 degrees southeast and runs in a southeasterly direction with 
North Front Street lSS feet to the point of beginning. The nordnated area 
is a rectangle of 252 feet by lSS feet and contains 39,060 square feet. 
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llama: The iJudge's 

Location; Georgetown, Delaware 
Photograr,h•~r: Richard Carter 
Date: September, 1978 Locatto:1 of llc;at1ve: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 Descr1pt10,: The Judge's (S-103) from West Market Street 

Photograph Number: l of 16 





lfame: The Judge's 

Location : Georc]etown, Delaware 
Photographer: Richard Carter Date: September, 1978 
Location of ll~-atlve: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 Description : The Judge's Law Office at right and house at 
left. 

Photograph Humber : 2 of 16 



laa•: The Judge' s 

Location: Georgetown, Delaware 

Photographer: Richard Carter 
Date: September, 1978 
Location ot Hegatlve: Div. of Historical & cultural Affairs 

B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 I 
Deacrlptlon: Close-up of Law Office 

Photograph lwabar: J of 16 
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Jlame: The Judge's 

Location: Georgetown, Delaware 
Photographer: Richard Carter 
Date: September, 1978 
Loc.,t lo:-. of Hegatlve: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, 8/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 Oeb~rtptton: View of northeast end of house showing l840's wing in foreground. 

Photograph Humher: 4 of 16 



luie: The Judge's 

Locatton : Georgetown, Delaware 
PhotocraphP.r : Richard Carter D~te: September, 1978 
Location of H~•·nttva . Div. of Historical , Cultural Affairs, B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 DeBcr1ptlo~ : The Judge's Law Office at right and house at 
left. 

Photograph NW11ber : 2 of 16 
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laae: The Judge's 

Location: Georgetown, Delaware 

PhotOBrapher: Richard Carter 

Date: Septel:lber, 1978 
Location ot legat1ve: Div. of Historical~ Cultural 

B/Ai..HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 

Deacr1pt1on: Close-up of Lav Office 

PhotOBrapb lumber: 3 of 16 



The Judge's 

Location: Georgetown, Delaware 
PhotQi::r,1r,hf!1·; Richard Carter Date: September, 1978 
Loe.LI ic..:1 of H••g.ittve: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 Oe~crtptlon: View of northeast end of house showing wing in foreground. 

Photograph Humh•l"r: 4 of 16 
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laae: 'ffl• Judge' a 

Location: Georgetown, Delaware 

Photographer: Richard Carter 
Date: September, 1978 
Location of Hc.-attve: Div. of Historical 5 cultural Affairs, 

B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
Descrtpt1on: flMI Judge's Law Office at right and house at 
left. 

Photoeraph lumber: 2 of 16 
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llaae: The Judge' .:: 

Location: Georgetown, Delaware 

Photographer: Richard Carter 
Date: September, 1978 
Looatlon of lfegatlve: Div. of Historical , Cultural Affairs 

B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 I 
Descrlption: Close-up of Law Office 

Photoeraph IU11ber: 3 of 16 
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lame: The Judge's 

Location : Georgetown, Delaware 
Photographer: Richard Carter 
Date: September, 1978 
Loe.Lt lo:i c,f Hegatlvc: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 Oebcrt~tton: View of northeast end of house showing l840's wing in foregroWld. 

Photograph Humh•1r: 4 of 16 
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lame: The Judge's 

Location: Georgetown, Delaware 

Date: September, 1978 
Photographer: Richard Carter I 
Loca: lo:, of Ht"; d tve: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, 

D/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
Descrlptlon: 'Iha Judge's from the rear. 

Photograph Humher ; 5 of 16 
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lame: The Judge's 

Location: Georgetown, Delaware 
Photographer: Richard Carter 
Date: September, 1978 
Locat 10:1 o-f Nc,:at1ve: Div. of Historical & cultural Affairs, 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 

Descrlptlon: View of kitchen chimney. 

Photograph Number : 6 of 16 
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lame: The Judge's 

Location: C.eorgetown, Delaware 
Photographer: Richard Carter 
Date: September, 1978 
Locat Ion of f- igat1ve: Div. of Historical f. Cultural Affairs 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
Oc:t.ci 1.,tfon: Small shingled shed to rear of main house. 

Photograph HW1ber 7 of 16 
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laae: The Judge's 

Looat1on: Georgetown, Delaware 

Photographer: Richard Carter 
Date: September, 1978 

Location of Hccatlve:Div. of Historical & cultural Affairs 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 

Description: Small cottage at rear of property from North 
Front Street. 

Ptlot<>tJraph Number: a of 16 
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IIIM: The Judge's l 
I 
I Looatlon: Georgetown, Delaware 

Photoerapher: Richard carter 
Date: September 1978 
Location of ,~~•{1v•=oiv. of Historical~ Cultural Affairs! 

B/A~P, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
Deacr1.ptlon: Detail of back porch construction showing 

wide horizontal beaded weatherboard aiding at left and 
cypress shinglt•G at right. 

Photocraph IU11ber: 9 of 16 
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laae: The Judge's 

Location: Georgetown, Delaware 

Photograph&r: Richard Carter 
Date: September, 1978 I 
Location ot N~ttve:Div. of Historical & cultural Affa.trs, 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records. DovP.r, T'elaware 19901 
n~~criptlon: Library mantle piece dating from 1840's. 

Pbota«raph NU11ber: 10 of 16 
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lame: The Judge's 

Location: Geoi:getown, Delaware 
Photographer: Richard Carter Date: September, 1978 
Locatlon o~ Ne.tattve: Div. of Histol'ical & CUltural Affairs B/A&HP, HAll of Records, Dover, Delitware 19901 Descrtptton: View of parlor showin«J marble fireplace surround. Door lo 1840 • s wing is at left. 

Photograph liuaber: 11 of 16 
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lame: The Judge's 

Location: Georgetown, Delaware 

Photographer: Richard Carter 
Date:septernber, 1978 
Location of lfc•·at1ve: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs 

B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
Description: Stair balustrade in central hallway. 

Photograph NUlllber: 12 of 16 
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lame: The Judge's 

Location: Georgetown, Delaware 

Photographer, Richard Carter 
Date: September, 1978 

Location of He~t~~e: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
Descr1pt1on: Dining room with original corner cupboard. 
Parlor is through door at left. 

Photoeraph Nwnber: 13 of 16 
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.... : 'Ihe Judge's 

Location: Georgetown, Delaware 

Photoenpher: Richard carter 
Date: Sept:ed>er, 1978 

Locatlo1Y~t Ne1attve: Div. of Historical, Cultural Affairs 
B/A,HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
Deecr1ptlon: Carpenter lock on second floor bedrooa door, 

with American eagle seal. 

Photoeraph Xuaber:14 of 16 
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The Judge's 

Location: Georgetown, Delaware 

PhotoBr&P.her: Richard Carter 
Date: September, 1978 

Location of Ncr.ative: Div. of Historical• Cultural Affairs 
B/A,HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
Deacr1pt10n: View of sidewall of lav office showing 

hand-split cypress shingles at right and sawn cedar 
on newer sect.ion at left. 

Pbota.rraph HWDber: 
15 of 16 
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lame: The Judge's 

Location: Georgetown, Delaware 

Photoerapber: Richard Carter 
Date:september, 1978 

Location or le.c&tlve=niv. of Hiatorical &i Cultural Affairs, 
8/~P, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 

Deacrlptlon: Judge's House and Office in 1840 Ozphan'a Court Book. 

Photoeraph K1111ber: 16 of 16 
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THE JUOOE 1S 

Photocopy- or a page frol'll l&O Innnto17 
of the property or Justice Peter Robin­
son, showing five-bay house and lav office 
(house lacking l&O•s ving on northeast 
end. 

From Sussex County Orphan's Court Book 
" S ", Page 2Ll. 
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THE JUDGE'S 

Photocow or a page rrolll 18LO Inventory 
of the propert7 of Justice Peter Robin­
son, showing five-ba7 house and law office 
(house lacking 18LO's wing on northeast 
end. 

From Sussex County Orphan's Court Book 
"S 11 , P~ 241 • 
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TltE Jo~es ----
Name of Property 

'S-JD.; 
Number 

~ IC,K C."'A.fflt. 
A r/Staff 

OWNER: t,,ts. M~lt'f ~-e.v A.DBl"154N Personal Contact (date) J1;•~- ✓·r ~f.1- It ~✓- 7Z 
I V ) 

PHOTOS: 

MAPPING: 

Written Contact(date) 1/-,,~/?ti Comments: ------------
Slides [il 

l"TM G( 

SUll Photos (date) 1 j /, 1 
_:: / 1?:' Photographer /4k_ Forms [~ 
7 

Sketch Map ~ Quadrangle G( Forms b2f' 
SHPO REVIEW OF DRAFT: (date) 0/19/,rg Comments: 

DOCKETFD FOR STATE REVIEW BOARD MEETING TO BE HELD ON __ l_--~'./_2-c._,/,__:1_f ___ _ 

J>l"BLIC NOTICE: 
(30 days) 

Published (date)~; Clearinghouse noUfled (date) ~I' /?'(name) __ 

I ~ I / 
owner notified (date) !/l S-

1 
f Planning agency notice (date)"~'-<//?' (name) __ 

r · r, 
Ink' rested ParUes NoUfied (namea)._-:../:_lt;....__r._. :_6<._,._~~----------------

SHl>O RE\'JE\\" OF FINAL FOHl\l. (date) -----
FOHl\l Sl B;\ffJ9rt-:I> TO BOARD: I 1>, 

(date) , ', , 
1 I 

HOAHn ACTION: (datc) ____ J __ , __ ,_ Accept ~ 
(<iatl') Accept [] 

Reject 
Reject ti Return for work B 

Return for work 

NOTIFIC'ATHlN: t )wner (date) / { 
1 
I Clearinghouse (date) ----

SHPOSICNAT11lF: (dat<"') ? /~; 
•d .. '­

SFNT TO i~ (dak') 

~ti{~ 
-~ HFSPONSI·: 

f .. , ------ , . 

Reject .\cccpl @ (daU!)~ 

HNurn for work D (date) ____ _ 

. , 

□ (date) ----
Rclurn 101· work D (date) ____ _ 

N<>TI 1·1C ATJ<lN: < 1"1wr (dall') ' ' Clearinghouse (date)#/,..,7 

PH FSS H I· I l \SI · ~tatewide Media (date)____ Local Media (date) ___ _ 

CEHTI FIC.\ I~ T( > <l\\"NEH (date) /$ ttAY 'BD 

NA'I 10, Al. 1nc;1STFH OF HISTORIC PLACES PROPERTY PROGRESS FORM 
This form mu be k,•pt current by the employee who performs the function listed. 



- DELAWARE DIVISION OF HIS TOR-- AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 

Bureau of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 
Ha 11 of Records 
Dover, Delaware 19901 
(302) 678-5314 

NOTICE TO PLANNING AND 
REVIEW AGENCIES OF ACTIVITY RE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

For your information and consideration, we report that pursuant to the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (P.L. 89-665) as administered by this off;ce: 

PROPERTY NAME: THE JUI:x:iE I S (House and Law Office) 

LOCATIO:~: 100 and 10h West Market Street 
Georgetown, Delaware 

__ x __ will be considered by the State Review Board for its eli~ibility for 
nomination to the National Register at a meeting on Oct. 26, 1976 
at the Redden Forest Lodge • 

was judged eligible for nomination to the National Register by the State ---- Review Board at its meeting of ______________ _ 

---- h.is been nominated to the Nationa 1 Register. 

---- was added to the National Register by the Department of the Interior on _____________ _ 

Additional information and copies of nominations are available from our office. 

Or fron Dick Cnrtor, Sussex County Historical Preservation Planner 
Sussex County Pl.anninE; and Zoning Office t The Courthouse 
Georgetown, Del~ware {850-7701 Ext. J04J 

Distribution: 

X State A-95 Clearinohouse ----
\H LMAPCO ----

---- New Castle County Department of Planning 

---- Kent County Planning Office 
x Sussex County Department of Planning and Zoning ----

and/or 

oocu:1ErT 20-06/78/06/7 

----------
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Mr. Raley seconded the motion. For action on the motion see Vote II. 

The motion carried. 

Mr. Henry then explained the National Register and its associated 

programs. He also pointed out the uniqueness of this meeting in that 

all of the nominations (except one) being considered were presented 

and prepared by a County Preservation Planner, a result of the pre­

servation planner program assisted by federal historic preservation 

funds administered by the Division of Historical and cultural Affairs. 

Mr. Carter then presented the first of his nominations, The Redden 

Forest Lodge. ~r. Carter's slide presentation included a description 

of the area to be nominated, the Lodge, the Forester's House and stable. 

It was also noted that the nomination included the original furniture 

contained within the Lodge. Mr. Raley noted the remarkable state of 

mdintenance of the building as maintained by the Department of Agri­

culture. P'.r. Ho:::sey then moved that the State Review Board for Historic 

Prcsen·aticn declare the Redden Fc,rest T.oogc, Forester• s House and Stable 

eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places and 

that the staff of the Division of Historical and cultural Affairs be in­

structed to no~inatc it thereto. Dr. Orr seconded the motion. For action 

on the motion see Vote III. The motion carried. 

The Historic Resources of Georqctown, a series of 5 individual nomi­

nations, was ptt•~c11L~u 11~11.L Ly :-tr. Curter. 

The Judy~•~, built in 1809 by Justice Peter Robinson, wns the first 

norninution considered. P'.r. Cart~r noted that the 1845 date in the nomi­

nation referring to the wing should be 1833. Mrs. Wyrick suggested 

changing the rcf..,rcnce to read, "2nd quarter of the 19th century". Mr. 

l!orisey qucstionP.d the components of the nomination. t-:r. Carter replied 

th:'lt the ,,ordnation includf'd the law office, Judqe's House, tJ1e boxwoods 

and th" ~rall rilk house. Mrs. Wyrick suggested that the reference to 

Di.il"ond Jim nraly be cclcted. Mr. Ral£-y suggested mention be made of 

th" foct that rr,•!ch r.:oving of buildings occurred in Sussex County at this 

time. Mr. Henry explained that a building which has been moved is still 

eligible for li~tinq in the Ndtional Register as long as its environmental 

context is not radic.:illy changed. Mr. Raley then moved that the State 

Fcvirw Board fo•· Hi rtoric PrN,ervation dC'cl,,re The Judge• s eligible for 

l L,t inq in th" ?.ut io:w.l R<>qi stc-r of Iii storic Places and that the staff 

of the Di\·; r.ior. of Hintoric,,1 and Cultural J\ffoits be instructed to 

non ir,,1 t.. it t tr : Ptc, . ?!r. Jtmr';"Y second"d the root ion. For act ion on 

tt,,. r >'ion "Pf" •:,tl' IV. The- r,,otion carried. 

'Lw R.ld':_!•.:..lr. ~.'.E.!!_'.'.L . .!!. wm, the ~;econd nominntion presented by Mr. Carter 

1, l.:i~inq to t 11-:• Hii:-toric n,,sources of Gcorqctown. Following the audio­

vfruc1l 1,rc~r-ntation of this r.iansard-style 1r..1nr;ion , Miss Downing c<1llcd 

lot corll!l~•ntc; f?"C'!"' the audi~ncc. Jim Fuqua and Henley Graves spoke of 



t bh,cE oF THE 

SUSSEX COUNTY HISTORICAL 

PRESERVATION PLANNER 

OLD COURTHOUSE 
SOUTH KDflOIIID ST. 

GEORGETOWN.DEi.AWARE 
302-8Se•770I 

¥.rs • ¥..ary Houston Robinson 
The Judge's 
104 West Market Street 
Georgetown, Delaware 19947 

Dear !'!rs. Robinson: 

September 24, 1978 

While we've discussed severd tiMes ~ Y'lans to present The Ju~•• House 
'\.; ·L·i~~ !'o:- nY••tn!lti.or- .. ~ t:"' ''l .. i. "'"l . is - of .1.., .. o ic i""a,:e , 

only no-,1 getting around to doing so. This letter, then, is to inf'on 70ll 
officially that your property will be considered tor nminat.ion to the Matianal 
Hegister by the Delaware State Review Board tor Historic Presenation at. t.be1r 
meeting on October 26, 1978, at Redden Forest Lodge. I'll let JOU know t.he 
precise tine of the meeting sometime within •he next week or ao. 

I will be giving you a call within the next rev day's to aet up an appolnt­
m~nt to come talk with you about the history of the house and to photograph 
cert~in interior and exterior architectural features or it. I think JQ&'re 
already aware of most of the rafflifications of liati~ in the National le1i■t.er 
l>'lt l 'd be happy to answer an.v questions you !llir.ht haft vhen I ■ff yw. 

Sincerely yours, 

Uick Carter 
Historical !-'reservation l'lanner 



January 15 , 1979 

Hrs. Mary Houston l'to!l1.nson 
The Judge'~ 
1 J4 \le-;t Marl:.Jt .itreet 
Geor<;'town, Del ~are 1 >J47 

Dear Hro. Robin on: 

File: HPE 5.00 The Judge's (BouN and 
Law Office) 

I an ,1..,aaed to officially infot1!1 you that on Octol>cr 2~ 1978, the 
~'lelaware -tatc Review 1oar '1 >roved the noainatioo of the Judge'• 
( .o..i."Se and Law Office) to the National Ae9i■tar of Historic Plaoea ( '· r,. f:d-C.-,5). ~ c nomination w.111 ht'I fon,azx.Q(I to the l>ep&i tt.nt 

c t:1e 1,,uirior tor :final review. It nomallv ta' '!g three to aix 
101t 11s 01 the reviow proeeE'!f. 

: 1,nk •mu for your i ,tor t in our program. 

inceral·• "Oln•, 

aniol • ';ri •f1 t 
·,cti.nq ircct.-1r/ .1tv t t 

.1 torie re ervatin:, 'lf' r 

'I l 



BIJRE-'U Of A~t.,.EOlOC'I' ASO 

Hl~TORIL PW~\! R\,-110-. 

September 19, 1979 

Mr. Cllarles Herrington 

STAH Of OEl,.WARE 
OlPARTM~NT Of ~T/ITE 

DIVISION OF HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
HALL Of RECOl!tX • 00\'f R • t<R!l 

(302) 678,'i) 14 

Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

I enclose forms nominating the following properties to the National Register 
of Historic Places: 

1. St. P~ul'~ Epi~cop~ Church 
2. The Brick Hotel 
3. The Judge's 
4. The Stella Pepper Gyles House 
5. The Gardiner Wright Mansion 
6. Redden Forest Buildings 
7. Early Sussex County Coastal Plantations 

If you have any questions regarding th e ,,omi.naLions, pl ase 
Nelson, staff lli~torian, at the above n\11'1\hat. 

Sincerely yours, 

f)~ (}fl 
Demiel R. Griff 
Chief; Bureau of Archaeology nnd 

Historic Preservation 

Enclo .. ..ares 

11 Dean E. 



-------~ DELAWARE DIVISION OF HISTO.AL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 

Bureau of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
Hall of Records 
Dover, DE 19901 
678-5314 

September 19, 1979 

NOTICE TO PLANNING AND 

REVIEW AGENCIES OF ACTIVITY RE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

For your information and consideration we report that pursuant to the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (P.L. 89-665) as administered 
by this office: 

PROPERTY NAME: The Judge's 

LOCATION: Georgetown, Delaware 

will be considered by the 5t to Revi w noard for its ligibilily 
for nomination to the N tional Reqist rat am eting on 

at 

x was judged el19Jbl for nomin tion to the N t1on l R gist r by 
the State RCVJ.CW Board at lt ID('Pting of uct-o__bo1· J. t l<.)78 

x has been nom1n C'd t th N t1 n l R~qi tt r. 

was added to th~ N t 10n l R I ist •· br the u •• 
on 

Add1t1on l inf~rmat1on .n~ op1Es f nom1~1L10, 
our off1cc-. 

01str1but1on: 

x St..it A-() l • h tl?" 1nqhou 0 
WILMAPC0 
New ~astle County Derar rnent of Planning 
K~nt County Plann1ng 0ft1c~ 

x Sussex County Dep rtm nt of Plann1nq a , Zoninq 
and or 

Dl t:!. • ... 0-0b .., '16/7 

2C-l 78 

p rt:rnent of Interior 

v 11 hll' from 



form No 10 300 "I[ v 9 •~ 

l , 111 I>..., I \ II ~ DI I' \ I{ I \ 11 , I ~ 111 I'- 11 I< IO K 
NATIONAL PARK SERV, ::. 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE 

RECEIVED 

DA TE ENTERED ·------
SEE INST RUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 

TYPE All ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

L.p,-;C, 5 ~"TE~ ef ~ 6..01 J: ,c~A.C.t;. 
H,STORlC THE JUOOE 15 (House and Law Office) N:TA1.v f."#~ tlLMiNG 

IINO OR co~-..oN 

~a.~ 

l)LOCATION 
., 'RH I & ,,u·.1eE R 

1-10 an'! lJL 1,,'est Market Street 

i<-' rgetown \{ .,.n i ------
10 

IICLASSIFI CA Tl ON 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 

, ... W R~IN R R£ 
PUBLIC ACQUISl110N ACCESSIBLE 

X 'l Rt u, Ill 

Vl UNRCSIR .. 
DO\\' ER OF PROPERTY 

H 

t t.. l • in n, h 
I\, 

t. ..i t.r t. 

• '!'I I' 

IJREPRESE "T 
♦ .. ..... y -1 

A X A'l 

V T 

- --- --------

NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

1 

ON~Rl5 1o~AlO-,s-1-R1-c1 __ _ 

One 

Sus~ax 

PRESENT USE 
Al,R ll' Ill Rl M\.>Sl l•M 

I: MM(RllA Alh. 

IUllAI l'IIAl XPRI\ I( RI IOl N I 
lhll RIA1"-"-1l I lluC 
u(}\( RNM( NI l!',il 1 

"-IR t., """" Ill A I 

"-' l 1 AIIV 1ulttt M A4V f 

bln n, r) ~• r~n• 
l\~UQ 

o\ I 

l v r 

Al 
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B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

X EXC:EllE!'IT DETERIORATED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

ULTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X ORIGINAL SITE 

C.OOD RUl"IS \10VEO DATE __ _ 

FAHi UNEXPOSED 

--------- -- -- - -------------------------
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL OF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Judge 's house and l aw office occupy a block on th~ rig.inal town plot 
o! Geor-getcwn (drawn up in 1791) bounded by west Market Street on the southeast, 
North Alley (closed for more than a century) on the s~~thvest, Laurel Street on 
the nor-thwest, and !forth Front Street on the northeast. The section of Georgetown 
in which the property is located contains some of the earliest surviving structures 
in the town. 

Tne orig:nal structure built by Justi~ Pet~r Robin~on shortly after 1800 
appears to have been a single-rile side hall plan, t-wo-nnd-n-half story Federal 
style house with a single-pile, two-bay wing on the southwest end and a single-pile, 
one-story, three-bay winf ninninr, out froM the rear of the ma.i •• section of the house. 
The oririnal sidlnf'., stlil visib)P on the o~tside of the kitchen wing and in a small 
portion of the first floor rear wall of the house, was wide, horizontal water mill­
sawn beaded clapboard. Remnants of this same type of siding are also found in other 
strJct.ires of th~ sa~ vi.~ta~e nnd quality in Sussex County, Dclawn...,. 

By thP tl'n{' of ,' stice Robinson's death in the early 18J0's, court records 
ln 1icate thnt the one story -.:ing on the s ·Jtm- st end of the hous hnd been r l~ed 
tc- a fill •w,-n .. l-!1-half ~t.",.."""', i:. n fi..- -Lay, cent.er hnll strle. \\hil this 
ma, ~ecttcn of thP house a~pears frlm the street to bo symnetric l l t Federal 
t. '-'l th s me ~• ... c-e', Revival d1ct .. ng, the rear of th house is not ntir ly 
s~.....,-etric- 11. .t is J"-' 1b"..e fr:. a close examination of tl. re r of the main sectlvn 
t., ... t--c t ""! re tl c-r r .. na, one story or on -an\l- -half story w lng was r ioed to 
a f •• ' •,. :st rt" , r ba, • i 1rinr U,f'! .:R" 'r. 

... • 

... t 
... . 

tr--1c• 1:-t t mj.-rt-. r, ot-hf'r altt't· tion:! durln it history. Hot1t chang 
turi"l.f! t.t.C' m i-, 'tt \ nt.1ry, th .. ~ 1r , r tl ns h vc b( n 

ln rly 1ba0'e. ,,11~ E • hob1naon's :.on-in-
.. t' 11 t '- r lC NI ide ' l1 llf. "lf U1 

r , k :;s 1..'l ar .'t risti • sid1nt 
f l 11r 11 J t \ th e t rior Qf 

1 1 ropcrt.y 1.s · l.sc 
nc - ne-bay Jree k 

'1 "lt-r lav 1.. !'t icf. 

. .. 

ndt I we, t. an unf rt,mt\ t 
~ i·emoved • th 

l larg~ly cr1~.t 1. 
I ir-r il 

"'I ng rol ~ 1 s , "' t. 1 ns 
t.t"hen ,.,1 i i1.ntnr: 

f an enc lost d ..;11 n sttd.rva,y in 
gable nd "" nfows on the north'-11..dt 

fir r~ ~e, ~a1i t ha~e bef'• seven 
t xt rior e~d .inm; is 

h\M11ey nin ~ .i~ t the 
Tte chi!!U'l y ha ~ r hej brick 

in• 1 1 ~. ~ m~ys ln the ma ... n 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_P"IEH1sro~,c 

_ 1400 1499 

_,soo ,599 

_1600 169!1 

~1700 1799 

l:. ' 800-1899 

_ 1900 

AREAS OF SI ~IFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ Al!CHE:OlUl.iY Pl!El-!ISTOAIC COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE AqCHITECTLJRE 

......ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC COi>;SERVAT!QN A LA'A 

_AGRiCULTURE _ ECONOM,CS _UTE.RATURE 

.l.ARCHl"ECTUAE EOUCAilON _MILITARY 

_,l.RT .ENGINEERING _ MUSIC 

_ COMMERCE _EXPLORATIOr,, SETTLE.,_.E._.T Pi-<ILOSOPl-'Y 

c;·_,.,il,-.;,c,n,o-.s _,-.ouSTRY APOL1t1cs GOVERNME-.T 

INV£'<Tl0N 

RELIGION 

_ SCIENCE 

SClJlPTURE 

SOCIAL, HUMAI\IITARIAN 

!HEATER 

_ TRA'iSPORTATION 

_ OTHER !SPECIFYI 

------ ·--
SPEC'"IC DATES Circa 1810 BUILOER,ARCH ITECl Justice Peter Robinson --------------------------------ST ATE MEN T OF SIGNIFICANC.t 

The ~udge's house a.~d lsw office. on West Market Street, one block southwest 
of G~orgetown's f~blic Square and Circle, are significant as the home and office 
of a lonr line of Delaware judges, government officials, and political leader~ . 
7he h~J~e is archi'ectura::y significant as one of the better preserved 19th century 
hoi ,es i"l iPOrpetown, tr.e c unty seat of Sussex County, Delaware. The law office , 
th,us.-h s11r-r•antial~y altered, is sicnificant as the last remaining 19th century 
la .. of flee in ~o.r~etown. It is ixrhars eq 1al ly significant that the structure 
nas be"'r 'JE'f' i as not.ling b·.1t a law office since the date of it.; constr11ction in 
abo~t 1°09 ~x~ rt for s~veral years durtn~ the lQoO's when it served as the county 
hed Croc-s r.c J.q,1s:rtN'S. 

Justice Peter Robinsc-n, who is credited wit! bl Uding the in.an:::ion and office 
d rinr tt,c first dl'cade of tl11.J 1 Qth Ct'f\tury, was htJ sun f Thoma:, Robinson., thQ 
st.at.e's r:D.st powerf"Jl ant notorious Loyalist lcndPr dur nn the A:nerican Rev0lution • 
.; stic(' hobini.on was also tl.E .ner\1f'w ot' an earlier J1.n ~ Pctt.:r Robins n. Tho l 
Ju lft h b tts"'n, tr t~ ,r of t.t.e L :·alist, i bo l:i ved t , have bll11 t thE': hn 160 by 
s '"'t' .. oL' .' ii lt'r' •ts h{>fclr bi Ut"! th in l8vl, but t,1 archltE'ctur l .features of 
tr,C' h u t nnJ ... st h s+ 1r1ca"' o~lnl<m :see"l to indlcnt'-" thnt it, w • buHt by th 
'l<'f>he"' rter the j.-a• t f t ls •mc1fl. 

.! i t f'l 

C 1nty t 
lend, r cf the )ed~r \let •arty In Buss~ 
v rwl.c,l : 1J~ort i1, l.,:1wc1 "tl \.'lU'l• It 

.. , t ! ♦• ' • '- l"' 

f ttfT if' ♦ 1 I 

1 (•tfl.t•y of • tt h l ftr-t hif" J ntl in l ,b. Robin. on 
Tl 'iR, h 't ! NJ • J l, l 1 v rr ': 't'lit'l't't t,n u dur 1nr, 

t. ' a tf ' ' ; A~ • • t · 'ft'-HH ~nl• 'at. cf -.•t.t1•1 durit t' tl l' l~t.1)1 

'lrl t•r\f' r• ! l. l¢l°' r 1,.11; at d ~•an· lfo\ ts 1, \tlhl l:'.turled 
• iwsr "' tn, •t n. n .. r , il'C i UP t,<'11,r fr( r hr:. blnt1t•1 's trc,tl,fu·s 
ar. 

t IH ~ V 
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.,A \l 
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' " ".ft 
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f , t: l tr t"o\tt l8l. \.J1..,o• r. "' hi.r ,oll r, de 
1 f y Ii r t"" tt c lh ' h 11 tt u p_sition fn ,.c 

+ r>1•t• t!i tl 

•tr '~ rt • at m (' llf Hf' t \ 't £ fr t t't nf 
Ne te,.h. I.Is .. .-, .!Ut'lt~h 
Aftct: tl1lr tent• in ttP l'!.•e 

t h V·t 4 t ~r n lau~t. r, Mm~ \\\,otcn of 
!ll it v.. Mane!, to al~ 1ved . ttt.> t "1~t and \ c 1!p:h 

•1r1nt• t .!I! l a.r~ a~ hi: t. int ..... ,re of Sussex C :runty. Fro"l '""' to 
t nry • _, :.ra .... , J 1 •'f' .<s.rvc.:., 's ... ~~ r, rentt i t ~ e h~, t•, frJl'I U e 

l 1 ... r .'\ t..tt. 1~t "'u I t , nr 't lt tf" t.t - ·,. Hl!'t t-~st ry 
.e; f fl.\. lf. f' later 'lient n t.o hCl ~ an ~ l ... s I\' nwa:re Stat,.. ArchiYifet. • 
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The late J. Thor..as Robinson, the son of Alfred P. Robinson, and his wife, 
who with her children is tte present owner , inherited the house in the 19601 s 
from Judge Marvel' s daughter, Ann Burton Mantel du Pont. Mr. Robinson was the 
great-p-anru::on of the builaer. 

EacL successive judge who has occupied the house has used the one-roori 
law office at the corner cf the property . Several other lawyers have occupied 
the office in recent years. 

No otr.er 1rop<:rty !.n the co·nty has had such a long association vith so 
~ any m~rnoe1·s o.f t.l1t! juu.i.ciary·, anti rovt rnnt?nt, w1C ~,oll L.i.ctU leudt!1·:;. Al though 
the law offic-e has been substantia:!.ly altered in recent years, it continues to 
possess rr.ucr, of its original. outside app:iarence and, as the last early law office, 
ls signific-ant to tt,e legal history of lower Delaware. 

The present owner, Mrs. Mary Houston Robinson, st.a.ten that the house contains 
one portion of an early Robinson farrlly co ntry house, anotl,er }X'lrtion of which was 
moved 12 miles to Lewes nore thnn n century ago and attached to tho Col. David HnlJ 
House (i;.1~o listed in 1.he National Register). This is quite possible since, because 
of S•rnsex County'5 extrer:-:y flnt f' otr-nrhy, the rncv1ng of structures fro1n ono point 
to another had assumed c-,rider:ic propo1•tj ons by tho mid-19th century. 

In the cnse of tl P ,\1dJ!E>'s, ~oat of tt.e nltt:r th 1s to t,l.e or-iginal etrl.l~ture, 
wi.th the exccptic•s c-f t.tuit'I co.rrl~d out to th kitchen nd th~ :tnttrior of the 
Jaw of!icf" in MOdt.rn tirn a, havt: actually nhanced th pl'O}'l('rty's rchitectural 
si "1'1iftrnce in tl.n srmw U t (l6Cl, sucl"'t$S:lvc style diaJ f\yt:i so~ -of tl, finf'st 
r r&'n1nr e:xarnrJf'.- '"'l col. c1afts111&r!ll.ip. Portions of th ini.d•l9th ,century 
lanascoi inr, ir l'1 d. n, 1 rrc boxwood turd n dating from th I: i•iod of Judge 
We oter.' s rt ~ ctPnCJ • s ti! l urv1 ve, l nu t fr to th ov ui. • l int t;l'H,y of th si t.e. 



United States Department of the Interior 

HERIT:~GC: CO~SERVATION .. ~:-.D RECREATJO-..: SERVICE 

W • .\SHL."GTON. D.C. W~40 

The Director of the Heritage Conservation and Recreat~_on Se't'Vice 

Chris Therra: Delaporte 

is pleased to infor.:1 you that the historic property listed on the enclosed 

sheet has been noci.inated by the State Historic Preservation Officer 

responsible for your State'3 implc~entation of the ~ational Hiscoric 

Preservation Act of 1966, P.L. 89-665 (80 St t, 915), s amended. lt h s 

accordingly been enter din the National Reister of Historic Pldces. A 

leaflet explaining the N tion l Reiter is encl~ d for your inform tion 

and conv nience. 

Enclosures 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONJU. REGISTER 

DELAWARE 
STAT:& 

Date Entered 

Gyles, Stella Pepper, House 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church 

_/ Judge's Houst! and Law Off ice 

Brick llutel 

NOV I 3 1979 

Locatic,n 

Georgetown vicinity 
Sussex County 

Georgetown 
Sussex County 

Georgetown 
Sussex County 

Gt>orgetown 
Sussex County 

lso Notified 

H,)I\Of ,, l .. \.Ji 111 1 \. k,,t)l, h. 

llvr,1r<1~lt' Jo•wp11 R. Ri.d~•n, Jr. 
n,,wrthlr- ihl,ml ,,. f1,11,; 1 Jrc • 

..... . 

For furt:h~r infor.:iat-~n, please cali the ~ational Register at {202)343-6401. 



II DELAWARE= DIVISION OF HIS~CAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 

Bureau of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 
Hall of Records 
Dover, Delaware 19901 
(302) 678-5314 

November 26, l979 

,tlTHI m P~iHl·IG l(fil 
lf.VIBI /ffiKIES (f f£TIVI1Y f£ 

NATIO.W. 1£GISTER (f IHSTffiIC PLm 

For your informauon and coosiderauon. we report that p\ suant to the National 
Historic Preservauon Act of lqc (r.•. 89-665) as administered by this office: 

PRJlERlY i W1:.: T'-1e Judge's 

LOCATIO:~: t.eorgeto,.n, Delaware 

I 
_____ will be considered by the St te Review Board for its eh91.bihty for 

nomination to t!.e National ...egister at a meeting on 
at 

---- was 1udged eligible f>r n01111nation to the National ~giater by th• State 
F.ev1ew Board at 1t~ meeting f 

has been nominated to the National Register. 

wu adde~ to the National Register by the Department of the Interior -----X 
al ~~ l_J...__1_9_7_9 _____ _ 

Ai!1t1onal Int rmation and opie of nominations are available from our off~ce. 

~1 tnL\.itlon. 

t • I\ l t-ar 1nqhou t 

---- \'t,u l\.t 

Kent 

X 

paranent of r1ann1nq 

~nt) 1 l r.1ng f ~1 

E rtment of r lann1nq cU\d Zoru.ng 
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Mn. Mary Boaatoa llobiaaon, 
Robert H. llobiuon, 'l'lrnss Jlobillao 
lluT C.therine Robillao 
100 and 104 1'eat Market Street. 
Georgetown, Delavan 19947 

Dear Mr•- Robineon: 

I - pleaaed to i.Afol'II you that on IIO'I" l♦w: U, 1911, tbe _,,.... •• Ullae 
, Law Office) .a• llated in tht National 1'119lat.r of 11.._.1• •ieo.. 
Thia action wa■ ulten by th-: Uftited It.ate• ~t of 1M :tallU'1or 
in neponN to our -.lsuaUo. vf t!le property. 

By thh act.ion. t.he Jud9e '• (...,. • Law Offlo.) la ,rn"9'l ... u 
poHeHing \11\\Wlaal elCJftlflc•• to tM hlnory of 090l'99~ ... ,a .. 
the recoqnitiOft it.aelf, lncl•l• ia u. •U.al ._.1■-.r ....-.. _..., 
thh office will revi.w all federal pro:,.cta to cletenllM uy •rt.ft they_,, have on the prop.rty. Put.bar, all •tS.OMl -.1 • ._ eltiM ve 
eliqibl• for federal hiatoric pn-.rwtlOII ..--te-i•-ald ..... alet ..... 
by thia office. ~Uo.tlon t_... for tMN 91'Ut.a an f'N'"i ... ..... Uy 
and we enoourao• you to coneider thi■ ~ht rro,r•. 

We will eoon be pnparinq • certificete au.-1a, IIO t.M MaU--.1 ... 1•'1M' 
•t.at.u• of the property. tf J011 ~ u,e to "90eh• ~•• oel'tlftoat•• 
Pl••-- OOftt.aat DHl'l E • W.bon of our attff 80 tMt W Na ..-. ~ta 
for i ta preaent.at.ion. 

'l'h4I ~t.ate of O.lav11r• •huea the prilla wia ~ you fMl .. a r.wlt of llu• 
recoqn t t 1.()0 • 

ittl r. rt"ftt~ 
Chief• I urea of Ar~L e<. lOQY & 

11intoric rt"serv t1.on 

1 .. oaures 




