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WESTERN SUSSEX COUNTY 

Providence Methodist Church (M.P.) is located at Piney Grove, four 
and one-quarter miles s. w. of Georgetown, on the road to Shortly. The 
church was erected in 1886. The one-acre church site was donated on July 17, 
1886, by Harrison Rogers. Chades H. Elliott donated one acre of land on 
Sept. 24, 1924. There is a small graveyard. 

Bethany Methodist Church (M.E.) is located at Lowe's Crossroads. In 
1913, a group from Jones' Church decided to build this church believing the 
location to be more convenient for th!! congregation. The church was incor
porated on Mar. 5, 1914, at which time the site was donated by Sara C. Col
lins. T he dedication service was held on June 14, 19 14. It is famous through
out Sussex County for the bounteous church suppers held in the social-hall 
beside the church. 

Bethesda Methodist Church (M.E.) is located seven miles s. e. of Laurel, 
near Pepper Box. The first meetings in this section were held by the Meth• 
odists at the home of Philip West in 1816. A small frame church was built in 
1823. They were incorporated on Jan. 21, 1826. On Feb. 2, 1826, Geo. H. 
Vinson conveyed to a board of trustees, two rods and twelve sq. perches of 
land upon which the church stood. It was described as being near Thompson's 
Branch. This branch rises near Pepper Box and empties into Trap Pond. 

This church was used until 1879 when the present church was built. It 
was remodeled in 1897. In lettering the corner-stone the stone-cutter reversed 
the numeral 9, creating a curious effect. There is a graveyard beside the chu.rch, 
the tombstones dating back to Nov. 10, 1879. 

St. John's P. E. Church, located at Little Hill, formerly Greenville, was a 
mission of old Christ Church, east of Laurel. The church was incorporated on 
Jan. 7, 1808. It was a going organization in 1809 and sent lay delegates to 
the Diocesan Convention that year. A church was built in 1811. This church 
was founded by the Rev. Hamilton Bell, who died in 1811. The building was 
still uncompleted in 1836. There were no pews and no windows although the 
building was equipped with shutters. The church became defunct in 1841. 

Bishop Alfred Lee visited the church in July, 1842 and, at his request, 
the building was repaired. '.fhe remodeled church was consecrated, on Nov. 3, 
1843, by Bishop Lee. Regular services were abandoned in 1876. In 1888, the 
church was rebuilt and it was consecrated, by Bishop Coleman, on Nov. 14, 
1889. Four acres of land were donated on Jan. 161 1899, by A. 1. Ellis. In 
1907-08, a Bishop's chair, in memory of Bishop Coleman, was installed by the 
congregation. By 1914, only occasional services were being held. Repairs to 
the building were made in 1920 and 1936. At the present time annual services, 
onl.y, are held on the Sunday nearest June 24. In 1870, services were conducted 
at Elliott's School and in 1900 services were held at Morris' School and Ricard's 
School. • 

Just across the road from the church there is a low granite monument 
with a sloping top upon which is the following inscription: ''Ebenezer Hearne 
son of Thos. and Sally b 1717 d 1785 his wife Priscilla Fooks d 1796 they are 
buried 2½ mi. s. east." Ebenezer H ear.ne was the grandson of William Hearne, 
a London merchant. He settled on a farm near Delmar where he died in 1691. 
In 1895, the late Wm. T. Hearne of Independence, Mo. published a history 
of the Hearne family and waged a campaign for funds to erect this monume~t 
and another near Delmar in memory of the pioneer, Wm. Hearne. Ebenezer 
and ~is wife were buried on a farm two and one-half miles s. e. of Little Hill 
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Sussex County, Dclawai.•e (continued) 

non, J. Rust Cannon and William Davis, trustees. A later deed calls the 
church Bochlm. This first chapel was erected with the dual Idea of beln.g 
both school and church. St. John's Methodist Episcopal Church, located 
in Seaford, is a child of this organization. The old building was eventuau11 
purchased by the Seaford Methodist Protestant Church and moved into 
town and served them for a home for several years. This was in 1862, 

Beaver Daan Methodist Protestant Ohw·ch, Broad Kiln Hundred, w~ 
organized in 1844 and the church was built Ln the same year. The land upon 
which the church was erected was given by Barkley Wilson. They have• 
built two other churches since then, namP.ly, In 1 885 at a cost of $1,200 
and in 1928, they moved the Conway church building and added a Sundai 
School building at a cost of $8,174. In 19 01 , the name was changed to , 
Harbeson Methodist Protestant Church. So far as the records reveal the 
only improvement tor the buildings was in 19 2 3 at which time they sp'ent 
;t,8 00. • 

Bethel Methodist Episcopal Ohurch (Sailol's' Bethel), is located in th~ 
town of Bethel, formally called Lewisto,vn, In the1 Broad Creek Hundred} 
This is a child of Wesley Methodist Episcopal Church which was located 
about a mile northeast of the town. Rev. A. T. Melvin led the ent e rprLMli 
of erecting Sailor's Bethel. It was erected in 1866. At a cost of $4,126, 
they built tbeir second church in 1884. Extensive improvements are under-
way at this particular time, the estimated cost of which is $3,600. 

Bethol Methodist PJ."otestant Ohui•ch In the v1Ilage of Bethel was hutlt , 
in 1858, and improved in 1906. Its local name being St. John's. Unable 
to continue as an organization, they sold it a few years ago, to Sailor's 
Bethel and is now used us a Social Hall. 

Bethel Methodist Episcopal Clnuch, Gumborough Hundred, was 
built In 1841. It was rebuilt twice, once In 1873 and again in 1893. 

Bethel Methodist Episcopal Church, See Lewes. 
Bethel Methodist EJJiscopal Ch10•ch In Seaford Hundred, Northwest 

Fork, was organized by Bishop Francis Asbury in. 177 8. It Is the fam.oWI 
White Brown Chapel that was the mission station for Methodism for ma.IIJ' 
miles around. The pioneer Methodist preachers made it famous. It is the 
second earliest Methodist society within the County, the other being the 
Lewes congregation. For many years the church went by the name of 
Brown's Chapel. Bishop Asbury planned the chapel, solicited funds for its 
erection, and was always interested in its success. The first building was 
erected in 1781, but was not completed until 1806 , when a series of crop 
failures occurred. Bishop Asbury advised them to migrate to Ohio. White 
Brown, a nephew of Judge Edward White after whom he was named, was 
among those that mo,ed to Ohio and he became an outstanding figure in 
Methodism in that state. A new church was erected in 1894. EYery .five 
years the Kinder-Noble family reunion is held in this church. Thomas Kin• 
der, a former trustee, when he died, endowed the church, and left large 
bequests to other churches and the Conference Claimants Funds. 

Bethel Chmch located in the town of Ocean View, formerly worshipped 
with the Roxana Co!lgregation. The roads being long and sandy, the Ocean 
View Methodists decided they needed a church of their own and built such 
in 1 8 86, at a cost of $4 ,100. The second church built by thi8 society was In 
1899 at a cost of $3 ,000. They improved the church in 1922 and bunt tbe 
addition to the church which is used as a Sunday School building . and a 
community house combined, in 1926. They have raised money for a pipe 
organ but up to now it has not been installed. 

Beth,B.nl' Methodist Episcopal Chui·ch at Lowe's Cross Roads, Little 
Creek Hundred, is the society that moved from Old Jones's Methodist Churr.h. 
When Bethany was built in 1917, Jones's Church ceased to function, except 
for their annual anniversary service. 

[ 264] 
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Highfield, 100 Champlain Ave. Sunday School, 1907--, 6 vols.; in 
possession of Harry G. Terrell, 303 N. duPont Road. Records of 
incorporation and deeds: New castle co. Recorder's office, Deeds 
Record; vol.R21, p.46; vo1.022, p.89; vol.K26, p.417; 
vol.F27,p.404; vol.Z32, p.260; vol.Y33, p.144; vol.N40, pp.52 and 
55. 

338. McCABE MEMORIAL METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1908--, Baynard 
Blvd. and 22nd St., Wilmington. 

Organized 1908 in home of Mrs. Lydia W. Slocomb, 1600 
Washington st., by former members of Washington Heights Methodist 
Episcopal Church ( entry 3 3 3) . Incorporated March 2 O , 190 8. services 
held in a tent at 18th and Monroe Sts. until August. The tent being 
destroyed by a windstorm, a rented house at 227 Concord Ave. was 
occupied until December, when a chapel was opened on the present 
site. In 1913, during the erection of the present building, 
services were held in Public School No.30, until September and then 
at 505 W. 21st. until the Sunday Scho6l section of the church was 
opened in January 1914. Dedication services were conducted by 
Bishop Cranston. Completed church dedicated in May 1924. stone 
structure, English Gothic style, with tower. Stained glass memorial 
windows, and memorial pulpit and settled in Boston chapel. First 
settled castor, Rev. William c. Poole, 1908-11. See: Rev. Frank C. 
MacSorley, historical sketch (Wilmington, Charles H. Gray, 1913); 
articles in Wilmington newspapers: Evening Journal, March 22, l923, 
May 1s, 1924; Dec. 24, 1927; Every Journal, May 17, 1930; leaflets 
printed occasionally by church. 

Minutes, 1908--, 3 vols.: Register, 1908--, 1 vol.; Financial, 
1908--t 1 vol.; Sunday School, 1908--, 1 vol.; Ladies' Aid Society, 
1908--, 1 vol.; Junior Epworth League, 1908--·, 1 vol.; Youth 
conference, 1908--, 1 vol.; in church safe. Records of 
incorporation and deeds: New castle Co. Recorder's office, Deeds 
Record; vol.T21, p.273; vo1.z21, p.59; vol.N22, p.327; vol.F22, 
p.491; vol.W25, pp.534 and 537; vol.V30, p.69; vol.K34, p.173; 
vol.T35, p.590; vol.037, p.336. 

339. MILLCREST METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1909--, Millcrest Ave. 
and Marsh Rd., Hillcrest. 

Organi2ed 1909. First services, 1908-14, in frame structure on 
present site, Present building dedicated 1914. It is a one story 
stone structure with a square tower. First settled clergyman, Rev. 
Charles D. Sharpless, 1909-12. 

Sunday School, 1909--, 2 vols.; in possession of Helen Gregg, 
6 Beverly Pl., Millcrest. Other records destroyed by fire in May, 
1937. Records of incorporation and deeds: New Castle Co. Recorder's 
office, Deeds Record: vol.P22, p.524; vol.K23, p.272; vol.W24, 
p.276. 

340. BETHANY METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1913--, Lewes Crossroads, 
near Laurel. 



DELAWARE CHUR,CH ARCHIVES 

organized 1913. Building dedicated in 1914. It is a frame 
building with a cornerstone, steeple, and bell. First settled 
clergyinan, Rev. Mr. Pogle, 1913-15; educated at Wesleyan Collegiate 
Institute, Dover. 

Minutes, 1913--, 1 vol.; Financial, 1913--, 1 vol.; in 
possession of W. Truitt, R.F.D., Millsboro. Register, 1914--, 1 
vol.; in possession of pastor, Rev. Arthur G. Thomas, Whitesville. 
Sunday School, 1914--, 1 vol.; kept in church. Records of 
incorporation and deed: Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; 
vol.OEM191, pp.98 and 99. 

341. RIDDLE MEMORIAL DEACONESS BONE, 1913--, 307 West st., 
Wilminton. 

Organized 1913. Managed by a board of trustees and controlle 
by the Women's Home Missionary Society of Wilmington Annual 
Conference (entry 199). The deaconesses residing at the home 
conduct daily classes of scholars fro~ the neighborhood. Vis~ting 
clergyman hold vesper services every ·sunday evening and baptismal 
services once a month for children. A house mother supervises the 
home and its social functions. The building, a four story brick 
structure, was formerly a dwelling and the interior has been 
altered to confirm with the needs of the organization. First 
president, Mrs. c. Wesley Weldin. 

Minutes, 1913--, 4 vols.# Baptismal Records, 1913--, card 
index Financial, 1913--, complete set of accounting books: in 
possession of secretary, Mrs. Charles w. Staats, 2306 Baynard Blvd. 
Yearly reports sent to Women's Missionary Board of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 420 Plum St., Cincinnati (see forthecoming 
Inventory of the Church Archives of Ohio) . . Records of incorporation 
and deed: New castle co. Recorder's office, Certificate of 
Incorporation; vol.Z4, p.38; vol.ZS, p.78; Deeds Record: vol.L24, 
p.113. 

342. BRACK-EX METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1914--, 14 Bracken Ave., 
Brack-Ex. 

Organized and incorporated July 31, 1914 as St. Jones 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Present name adopted November 16, 1914. 
The church is an outgrowth of a Sunday School organized at Roselle 
in 1913 and continued until the present settled clergyman, 
Rev.Penrose R. Talley, 1915-16. 

Minutes, 1915--, l vol.: in possession of Joseph Williams, 124 
Central Ave. Register, 1915--, 1 vol.; in possession of pastor, 
Rev. Reuben H. Adams, 1 O Bracken Ave. F ina.ncial , 1915--, in 
possession of Warren A. Manuel, 2900 Cherry st., Roselle. Sunday 
School, 1915--, 1 vol.; in possession of Leonard E. Barnes, 5 N. 
Clifton Ave. Records of incorporation and deeds: New Castle Co. 
Recorder's office, Deeds Record: vol. D25, p.497; vol.R25, p.280; 
vol.N25, p.420; vol.R30, p.189. 

343. HOLLY OAK METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1916--, Philadelphia 
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Organized 1913. Building dedicated in 1914. It is a frame 
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clergyman, Rev. Mr. Pogle, 1913-15; educated at Wesleyan Collegiate 
Institute, Dover. • 

Minutes, 1913--, 1 vol.; Financial, - 1913--, 1 vol.; in 
possession of w. Truitt, R.F.D., Millsboro. Register, 1914--, 1 
vol.; in possession of pastor, Rev. Arthur G. Thomas, Whitesville. 
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incorporation and deed: Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; 
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by the Women's Home Missionary Society of Wilmington Annual 
Conference ( entry 199) . The deaconesses residing at the home 
conduct daily classes of scholars fro~ the neighborhood. Visiting 
clergyman hold vesper services every ·sunday evening and baptismal 
services once a month for children. A house mother supervises the 
home and its social functions. The building, a four story brick 
structure, was formerly a dwelling and the interior has been 
altered to confirm with the needs of the organization. First 
president, Mrs. c. Wesley Weldin. 
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Brack-Ex. 

Organized and incorporated July 31, 1914 as St. Jones 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Present name adopted November 16, 1914. 
The church is an outgrowth of a Sunday School organized at Roselle 
in 1913 and continued until the present settled clergyman, 
Rev.Penrose R. Talley, 1915-16. 

Minutes, 1915--, 1 vol.; in possession of Joseph Williams, 124 
Central Ave. Register, 1915--, 1 vol.; in possession of pastor, 
Rev. Reuben H. Adams, 10 Bracken Ave. Financial, 1915--, in 
possession of Warren A. Manuel, 2900 Cherry St., Roselle. Sunday 
School, 1915--, 1 vol.; in possession of Leonard E. Barnes, 5 N. 
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Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. D25, p.497; vol.R25, p.280; 
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Bethany Church erects 
historical marker ... 

The congregation of Bethany U.M. Church and their 
minister, Rev. Tina Whaley, were proud to dedicate ■ State 
of Delaware Hlstorlcal Marker (shown at right) 
commemorating the heritage of the church during Ila 
worship service this past SUnday. 

Th• church, located at Lowe'■ ero .. roads, Rt. 24 wHt 
of MIiisboro, WH built In 19H. 

The congregation 11 appreciative to Rap. Charlie Weal 
and Russell McCabe from th• state Historical Office, tor 
making the event possible. 

Carolyn M. O'Neal photo■ 
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