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Organized and building dedicated 1866. It was rebuilt in 1907. It is a one story frame building 
with belfry and cornerstone. First settled clergyman, unknown. 
Minutes, 1907--, 1 vol.; Financial, 1907--, 1 vol.; in possession of Mrs. Lucy Harrington. Register, 
1936--, 1 vol.; in possession of pastor, Rev. M. J. Pettyjohn. Sunday School, 1935--, 1 vol.; in 
possession of Miss Helen Stewart. Records of deeds: Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; 
vol. BBG106, p. 159; vol. CCB133, p. 318; vol. DEM191, p. 130; vol. DIB290, p. 69. 

388. MT. PISGAH AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1876--, Townsend St. near 6th St. 
Laurel. 

Organized and building dedicated in 1667. Rebuilt in 1884, Addition in 1903. A one story frame 
structure with belfry and bell. First settled clergyman, Rev. William R. Norris, tenure unknown. 
Minutes 1900--, 1 vol.; Financial, 1900--, 1 vol.; in possession of Oliver Hearn. Register, 1900--, 2 
vols.; in possession of pastor, Rev. Henry Besselieu. Sunday School, 1936--, 1 vol.; in possession of 
Bazel Moore. Records if incorporation and deeds: Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record: vol. 
BR96, p. 11 O; vol. BBL 111, pp. 21 and 23; vol. DOW17 4; p. 426. 

389. DICKERSON AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1868--, Highway 24, 2 miles SW 
of Millsboro. 

Organized 1868. Incorporated 1885. The first church, built of hewed loge on present site, 
served with some alternations until 1924. Part of this building still stands and is used as a dwelling. It 
was replaced in 1924 by the present church. It is a one story frame building with cement basement, 
belfry and bell. First settled clergyman, Rev. W. M. Morris, 1868-69. 
Minutes, 1916--, 1 vol.; Financial, 1916--, 1 vol.; in possession of Martha Fall. Register, 1916--, 1 vol.; 
in possession of pastor, Rev. James B. King, Georgetown. Sunday School, 1915--, 1 vol.; in 
possession of Daisy Lawson. Record of incorporation and deed: Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds 
Record; vol.BBD103, p. 340; vol. DEP272, p. 420. 

390. BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1870--, near Church St., Milford. 

Organized 1870, meeting in a small hall on Church St., near 4th St., until 1892 when 
congregation moved to frame church on present site. Construction of a new church of cement blocks 
was started in 1937. Church will be one story with basement. Gothic style. Construction work is being 
done by the present pastor, Rev. John W. Whalen and church members who are donating their 
services. Services were held in basement on December 12, 1937 but building will not be dedicated 
until completed. First settled clergyman, unknown. 
Minutes, 1910--, yearly vols.; in possession of William M. Brown, 212 William St. Register, 1937--, 1 
vol.; Financial, 1937--, 1 vol.; in possession of pastor, Rev. John W. Whalen, 312 Church St. Records 
of incorporation and deeds: Kent Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. R7, p. 485; vol. M12, p. 
308; vol. X13, p. 42; Mortgage Record: vol. K2, p. 284; vol. F5, p. 379. 
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the writer has seen which had the inscription traced with a forefinger while' 

the cement was still soft. It is certainly a tribute to the man who was de

termined to have a memorial for his loved ones even though he had to fash

ion it with his own_ hanas. 

· Gumboro Methodist Church (M.E.). In 1865, Gumboro M. P. Church 

was built on land donated by Ebenezer Gray, south of Gumboro. In 1870, the 

newly-organized Union M. E. Church purchased the building for $350.00, 

moved it into Gumboro and the entire congregation came with it. 

The church site was donated by John Ake on Dec. 25, 1877. Nine perches 

of land were bought from Jane S. Hearn on Sept. 25, 1880. It was incorporated 

by the General Assembly on Mar. 17, 1881, as "Union M. E. Church of Gum

boro Hundred." The church was incorporated as "Gumboro M. E. Church," 

on June 5, 1890. Improvements were made during that year. Land was 

donated to the church by David R. Baker on Aug. 16, 1924. 

A new church was built on the new site in 1925 and the old building 

was sold to James J. Esham who used it for a storehouse. The new church was 

formally opened with an all-day service on Sun., Aug. 2, 1925, conducted by 

the pastor, the Rev. C. S. Larrimore. Two acres of land were purchased from 

Norman C. Baker, on Nov. 13, 1940. A new parsonage was built in 1941. 

Gumboro Pilgrim Holiness Church was organized after a series of ten~ 

meetings. The half-acre church site was purchased on Mar. 2, 1935, from 

Leonora E. Daisey. The church was completed and was dedicated on June 

9, 1935. . ' 

Westwood Methodist Church ( M.E.) is located two miles northeast of 

Gumboro. The church was built in 1890. Trustees were elected o~ Mar. 23, 

1_891. On that day the church site was secured from Joshua G. West at a 

cost of $50.00. It was located on the road to Good Hope School. The trustees 

were Shadrack Short, James F. Jones, Robert Short, Joseph B. West, George 

W. Jones, Jr., Joshua G. West and Philip T. West. · 

Houston Methodist Church (M.E.), at Hickory Hill, was organized in 

1,876. Meetings were first held in temporary quarters. Late in 1876, the erec

tion of ~ churc~ was started by the Rev. J. E. Kidney. It was completed and 

was dedicated, m 1877, by the Rev. E. H. Nelson. The site was secured on 

Seft. 11, 1877 from Robt. B. Houston. 

Dickenson A. M. E. Church is located three-quarters of a mile west of 

Millsboro. It was founded, in 1868, when the first church was built. The 

church site was purchased on May 2, 1868, from John M. Burton. It was 

rebuilt in 1916 and in 1924. Additional land was purchased on July 28, 1928, 

from John S. Dobson. There is a graveyard beside the church. This church is 

known locally as "Old Field" from the name of the camp-ground beside the 

church. 

Carey's Methodist Church (M.E.) is located five miles s. w. of Millsboro. 

This church was organized and met in Mission Hill School. The corner-stone 

of the church was laid in 1886. The site was donated by Elijah W. Carey on 

July 26, 1884. The church was incorporated on Feb. 5, 1891. More land was 

purchased on Sept. 14, 1908 from Ulysses G. Carey and on Aug. 17, 1925, 

from M. H. Mitchell. In 1933, the church was enlarged. There is a prosperous 

camp-meeting conducted each year in the grove beside the church. Camp

meetings have been held here by the churches in the neighborhood since 1836. 
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the writer has seen which had the inscription traced with a forefinger while 
the cement was still soft. It is certainly a tribute to the man who was de, 
termined to have a memorial for his loved ones even though he had to fash 
ion it with his own hands. 

Gumboro Methodist Church (M.E.). In 1865, Gumboro M. P. Church 
was built on land donated by Ebenezer Gray, south of Gumboro. In 1870, th 
newly-organized Union M. E. Church purchased the bu(lding for $3)0.00 
moved it into Gumboro and the entire congregation came with it. . 

The church site was donated by John Ake on Dec. 25, 1877. Nine perches 
of land " 'ere bought from Jane S. Hearn on Sept. 25, 1880. It was incorporated 
by the General Assembly on Mar. 17, 1881, as "Union M. E. Church of Gum 
boro Hundred." The church was incorporated as "Gumboro M. E. Church/' 
on June 5, 1890. Improven1ents were made during that year. Land wu 
donated to the church by David R. Baker on Aug. 16, 'I 924. 

A new church was built on the new site in 1925 and the old buildiag. 
was sold to James J. Esham who used it for a storehouse. The new church WU 
formally opened with an all-day service on Sun., Aug. 2, 1925, conducted by 
the pastor, the Rev. C. S. Larrimore. Two acres of land were purchased frorra_ 
Norman C. Baker, on Nov. 13, 1940. A new parsonage was bwlt in 1941. 

Gumboro Pilgrim Holiness Church was organized after a series of tea 
meetings. The half-acre church site was purchased on Mar. 2, 193~, from. 
Leonora E. Daisey. The church was completed and was dedicated on Juae 
9, 1935. 

Westwood Methodist Church (M.E.) is located two miles northeut of: 
Gumboro. The church was built in 1890. Trustees were elected 011 Mar. 25,. 
1891. On that day the church site was secured from Joshua G. West at a 
cost of $50.00. It was located on the road to Good Hope School. The trustca 
were Shadrack Short, James F. Jones, Robert Short, Joseph B. West, Georp 
W . Jones, Jr. , Joshua G. West and Philip T. West. • 

Houston Methodist Church (M.E.), at Hickory Hill, was organized ~ 
1876. Meetings were first held in temporary quarters. Late in 1876, the erec
tion of a church was started by the Rev. J. E. Kidney. It was complcte4 Ill 
was dedicated, in 1877, by the Rev. E. H. Nelson . The site was secured , 
Sept. 11, 1877 f com Robt. B. Houston. 

Dickenson A. M. E. Church is located three-quarters of a mile west 
Millsboro. It was founded, in 1868, when the first church was built. Thi 
church site was purchased on May 2, 1868, from John M. Burton. It Wd 
rebuilt in 1916 and in 1924. Add itional land was purchased on July 28, 1928, 
from John S. Dobson. There is a graveyard beside the church. This church ii 
known locally as "Old Field" from the name of the camp-ground beside tbeJ 
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Carey's Methodist Church (M,E.) is located five miles s. w, of Millsboro.· 
This church was organized and met in Mission Hill School. The corner,stoo.e 
of the church was laid in 1886. The site was donated by Elijah W. Carey•OO 
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possession of pastor, Rev. G.S. Sterling. Records of incorporation 
and deeds: Sussex co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol.BBV121, 
p.288; vol.CCM138, p.581; vol.DEX202, p.4; vol.DFL216, p.131; 
vol.DFU225, p.569. 

387.PROSPECT AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1866--, Railroad 
Ave., Georgetown. 

Organized and building dedicated 1866. It was rebuilt in 1907. 
it is a one story frame building with belfry and cornerstone. First 
settled clergyman, unknown. 

Minutes, 1907--, 1 vol.; Financial, 1907--, 1 vol.; in 
possession of Mrs. Lucy Warrington. Register, 1936--, 1 vol.; in 
possession of pastor, Rev. M.J. Prettyman. Sunday School, 1935--, 
1 vol.; in possession of Miss Helen Stewart. Records of deeds: Co. 
Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol.BBG106, p.159; vol.CCH133, 
p.318; vol.DEM191, p.130; vol.DIH290, p.69. 

368. MT. PISGAH AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1867--, 
Townsend st. near 6th St., Laurel. 

Organized and building dedicated in 1867. Rebuilt in 1884. 
Addition in 1903. A one story frame structure with belfry and bell. 
First settled clergyman, Rev. William R. Morris, tenure unknown. 

Minutes, 1900--, 1 vol.; Financial, 1900--, 1 vol.; in 
possession of Oliver Hearn. Register, 1900--, 2 vols.; in 
possession of pastor, Rev. Henry T. Besseliou. Sunday School, 1936-
-, 1 vol.; in possession of Hazel Monroe. Records of incorporation 
and deeds: Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol.BW96, 
p.110; vol.BBLlll, pp.21 and 23; vol.DEW174, p.426. 

369. DICKERSON AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1868--, Highway 
24, 2 miles SW of Millsboro. 

Organized 1868. Incorporated 1885·. -The first church, built of 
hawed logs on present site, served with some alterations until 
1924. Part of this building still stands and is used as a dwelling. 
It was replaced in 1924 by the present church. It is a one story 
frame building with cement basement, belfry, and bell. First 
settled clergyman, Rev. W.M. Morris, 1868-69. 

Minutes, 1916--, 1 vol.; Financial, 1916--, 1 vol.; in 
possession of Martha Hall. Register, 1916--, 1 vol.; in possession 
of pastor, Rev. Jones w. King, Georgetown. Sunday School, 1915--, 
1 vol.; in possession of Daisy Lawson. Records of incorporation and 
deed: Sussex co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol.BDD103, 
p.340; vol.DHP272, p.420. 

390. BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1870--, 4th St., 
near Church St., Milford. 

Organized 1870, meeting in a small hall on Church st., near 

4
th 1!11:. until 1892 when congregation moved to frame church on 



I, JUBA BOYCE, OF l\llillaboro, Sussex County, Etaee of Delaware, 

being of sound and disposing min5amd rnemory;and being desirous 

of setteling my worldly affairs while I have strength and 

capicity to do so, d_3IDake,publieh,and <;l.eclare this my last 

V/111 and Testament, that is to say: 

FIRST. I GIVE and bequeath to my b?.loved wife,JULIA A,BOYCE. 

all v;y Estate real,personal, or Mixed ,of every kind and . . 

description and wherever situated, after m.v just debts and 

funeral expence shall have been paid,'To have as her own 

Fee Simple, the remainder of her life. 

Second. 
And lastly, at my wif~s Julia A.Boyce death all 

the remainder of my estate, I giv~ and bequeath to the 

OLD FIELD CHURCH (A.E .M.ZION) after tomb stones are· erected and 
paid .for. 

I here)y appoint Julia A.Boyce the sole executor of this 

my last will and testament. I hereby 

made .,by me. ~'JM~ 

revoke all former wills 
~ 

J~· M ~Ur<=) . ~~~ .· .c'C/6-~ 
(P,l , ?' 

Signed and sealed by said Juba , who,at same time publis 
hed and declared the same saa and for hie last Will and testame 
nt. in the presence of us,who is· in .presence.of each oth-e-r, -and ~}L~i~;;:nto~b;;,::;;4::_nesses, 

' . . . . .. . .. ·....... . . . . . . . :· -- -- . . - . . ' .. . -· - . . -
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