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Form 10-300 
(July 1969) 

COMMON: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

STATE: 

Delaware 
COUNTY, 

Sussex 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER 

JUN 

Sussex Count Court House and The Circle 
ANOI OR HISTORIC: 

STREET ANO NUMBER, 

e Circle 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Geor etown 
STATE 

3. 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP 

D District £) Sui lding IX! Publ ic Public Acquisition: 

D Site D Structure D Privote O In Proceu 

D Object D 80th O Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Cheek One or /,fore as Appropr/atfJ) 

□ Agriculturol Ix! Government D Pork 

O Commercial □ Industrial D Pri vate Residence 

D Educational D Mil itary D Religious 

D Entertainment □ Museum D 

"· OWN'ER' OF PROPERTY 
WNER'S NAME: 

Sussex Count Council 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Sussex Count Court House 
CITY OR TOWN: 

_......, ____ Georgetown 
·5;,,, LOCATiON OF !L'EG.t;:t f?ESCRIP'.TION 

COURTHOUSE , REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

STATUS 

~ Occupied 

D Unoccupi ed 

0 P reservation work 

in progr••• 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

D Re1tricted 

~ UnrHtricled 

D No 

0 Comments 

Sussex Count Court Hou~s~e'----------------------1 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE COOE 

Georgetown Delaware 10 

67 R!EP-RESENTATION IN EX~STING SURV1E¥!S 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 
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DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal 

'OEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

5TR ET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

0 State 

STATE: 
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~ 
~f7. •?:?~; ~ h~,,.i..;;,k· ~~--:::..JW~~~~~~~~~~~""'i ~ (Checlc On•) 

Ekce ll ent l&J Good 0 Fair 0 Deterloroted 0 Ruins O Unupoaed 

(Check One) (Checlc One) 

@ Altered 0 Unaltered 0 Moved Q9 Original Si te 

'I'll ETH,.~ SENT ANO ORIGINAL (II mown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

_ j ,,~"'/ 
__j~ Sussex County Court House is a two- story brick structure 

with a brick tower over the entrance hall~ Alterations in ~4 and 

~ \have considerably empellished the original design . 

When William Strickland completed the original structure in 1840 

it featured a squat entrance tower surmounted by an undersized cupola 

Strickland had predicted in 1837 that the building would be unattract ve 

without some decoration, but the building committee insisted upon 

economy. Some of the design's deficiencies were corrected in 1914, 

when the tower was enlarged and columns were added to the front , in 

keeping with Strickland ' s original proposal . The 1970 renovations 

gave the building a decidedly more Ge~ appearance than the 

architect had intended, but are nonetheless consistent with the 

general lines of the structure . 

The Circle, or town sq~~re, on w~ic~ the courthouse ,is ,s~tuated, 

is an example of baroque town planning . Georgetown was laid out in 

1791 and 1792 in the form of a circle, with streets radiating outward 

from a public green. Around the circular green were to be built the 

courthouse, public buildings, taverns, and other structures necessary 

for a county seat. This plan was followed remarkably well as the to 

developed along the radiating streets. The circular green has been 

even though modern traffic is forced to drive inconveniently around 
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its perimeter. 

One of the first buildings on the circle was the frame courthous 

of 1793, now standing on a side street . Other early buildings includ 

banks, taverns, offices and private residences around the edge of the 

green. 
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UNITED STA TES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

HATIOMAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

IHVEMTORY • MOMIMATIOM FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

7. DESCRIPTION (continued)--- · 

STATE 

Delaware 
COUNTY 

Sussex 
FOR MPS USE ONLY 

DATE 

Strickland's courthouse of 1837-1840 faces the circle on the 

original site of the 1793 building. Among the original features that 

still can be seen in the facade are the Flemish-bond brickwork, the 

main entrance door with sidelights but no transom; the three-part 

window with its iron balcony for the court crier, and the stub of 

Strickland's original tower, now incorporated in the modern tower. 

~orgian embellishments, added in the present century, include an 

elaborate cupola, with balustrades and brick pilasters, a pedimented 

portico with two- story fluted columns, and a very large swinging 

lantern over the main doorway. 
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PERICO (Checl- On• or M o,e •• Approprlele) 

0 Pre-Columbion I O 16th Century 

0 15th Century O 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATEls> (llAppllceble andKno,m) 1837-1840 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 

Abor iginol D Education gJ 
D Prehiator'ic O Engineering D 
D Historic D Industry 

D Agriculture D Invention ri 
@ Archli.ctur,e D Londscope D 
D Art Architecture D 
D Commerce D Literature 

□ Communlca,tlona D Militory D 
D Conservation D Music D 

TATIEM-T 0~ siGNl~ICANCIE 

0 18th Century 

!jg 19th Century 

Politico I 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Social/Human• 

itarian 

Theoter 

T ransporlation 

0 20th C.ntur·y 

~ Urbon Plonning 

□ Other (S,..clty) 

Even though the architect was dissatisfied with its drab red­

brick exterior, the Sussex County Court House is an important 

specimen of the designs created by William Strickland, one of 

America's first professionally- trained native architects . In 

1837, Strickland was engaged by the Sussex County Levy Court to 

design a new courthouse, for which he was paid $60. 

Strickland probably accepted such a small fee b ecause of the 

business setbacks he had suffered, and because he was already in 

Sussex County, supervising the construction of a breakwater at 

Lewes. 

The circle on which the courthouse stands is a well-preserved 

example of baroque town planning; roads from various parts of the 

county converge here in an orderly, radiating pattern . The town 

limits likewise describe a circle . 
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f 9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Eberlein, Harold Donaldson, and Hubbard, Cortlandt van Dyke . Historic 
Houses and Buildings o:f Delaware . Dover : Public Archives 
Commission , 1963 . 

Gilchrist, Agnes Addison. William Strickland/ Architect and Enaineer 
1788-1854. New York: DaCapo Press, 1969 • 

, .. ... 

I 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ·-
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES L A TITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDIN A TES 

DEFINI N G A Rl!CTANC.L.E LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 D E FININC. T HE CENTrtR POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R 
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

<:ORNER L A TITUDE LON Cl T U DE L ATITUDE LONGITUDE 

o.,, ... Minutes Seconds Oe9rees Minutes Seconds Degrees M inutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . - 0 . . 3gt,.. . . 
75° 2 3' 

. 
41 24 07 

N E 0 . - 0 . . 
SE 0 . - 0 . . 
.... 11 . . 0 . . 

APPROXI MATE A CREAGE OF N O MINA TED PROPERTY : Less th~n one 
a..11T AL.\. STATES AN O COUNTIES FOR PROPEFITIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY •OUN DA RIES 

S TATE, CODE COUNTY /~~ ,~~'>-- CODE 

STATIEt CODE COUNTY : /rvY /(fco~ ~/ a;\ CODE 

'I Al~ IJ/Fn Y 

STATE! CODE COUNTY : 
;:; ! 

.,,. ~ .., 

~ 
CODE 

!\14 -,.., ~ lfh... - I 

STATI:: CODE COUNTY : \ 1. '•t:c;,. 'It ., ,~) CODE 

~ /v '!'-p1(. 
~ , 

I'll. FORM PREPARED BY - .. V/ . . /..'\. y .. 
N AM lt ANO Tl TL. E l ~ 10\\\.,/"' 

...,~..,.,.rd F - Heite. Historic Reaistrar 
ORGAN I Z.A TION IOATIE 

Division o:f Historical and Cultural A:f:fairs 10/13/72 
STREET AN D NUMllltR t 

u~11 of Rero-rds . 
CITY OR T OWN : STATE CODE 

T'\"'UOT Delaware 10 

l12. ,Sf AT! LtA_IS9N OFFICER CERTfFICA1 ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tiooal Histo ric Preaervation Act o f 1966 (Public Law 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Re1iater. 

in the National Rea;iater and certify that it has been 

&dv ~ izi/1 ~~~ evaluated accordin&; to the criteria and proceo.ires set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Office o f Archeolo,y and 1;}'f oric Pre•ervation 

level or aitmific•nce of this nomination is: 
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National O State kl L ocal O 

Name -~~-~~~18',c:Clww.l_Pll,,♦dMi~ttidi!!.& __ 

Dr . E . Berkel ey Tr mpkins 

Title Director , Div . of Historical 

and Cult u ral Affairs 

Date ---'3------=-' -=1.::;;.•___;1.:3:...._ _______ _ 

u 
Date _ _ 10__.'4/_r~----



WORKI 

Maps 

CONTROL REVIEI-J 

HISTORIAl~ 0 -, 
d;;. K 

ARCHITECTURAL HIS TORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

'KEEPER 

0 



National Register write-up ______ _ 
.. 

Federal Reg i ster entry o--7 -'7 3 
Send- back - ------------
Re-submit -------------

JU ti 4 mi Entered 
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COMMON: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

Sussex Count Court House 
ANOI OR HISTORIC: 

S TREET ANO NUM8ER: 

The Circle 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Geor etown 
STATE: CODE COUNTY: 

STATE 

COUNTY 

Delaware 10 Sussex 

P HOTO CREDI T: He ite 
DA T E OF PHOTO: 2 

EGA T IVE FILED AT: 

DESCRIB E VI E W, D I R ECTI ON. E TC. 

West facade, from the Circle . 

Delaware 

Sussex 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

OATE 

CODE 

005 

.,,. - .- __ 

' 

\ 1 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE 

COUNTY 

Delaware 

Sussex 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

COMMON : Sussex Count 
ANOI OR HISTORIC: 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

e Circ l e 
CITY OR T OWN: 

Geor etown 
STATE: C OOE COUNTY: 

De l aware 1 0 Sussex 

DESCR I BE V I EW, DIRECTION . ETC . 

Entrance, showing Strickland ' s original doorway and 
window . 

CODE 

,.... 

'i / 
.r\ ,3v 

tripl~ ! 6_;..,>' 
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1Fo,m 10-301 
(July 1969) 

C OMMON : 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

MATIOMAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to °' enclose with map) 

ANO/ OR HISTORI C : 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

The Circle 
C I TY OR T OWN: 

Geor etown 
STATE: 

Delaware 
3~ MAP REFERENCE 

SOURCE: 

STATE 

Delaware 
COUNTY 

Sussex 
FOR N PS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER 

le 7 .st series 
CALE: 1 :24000 

DATE: 1954 

TO BE I NCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundories where required. 

2. North orrow. 

3. Latitude ond longitude reference. 

DATE 
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GEORGETOW QUADRANGLE 
SUSSEX CO. 1954 
S (TOPOGRAPHIC) 
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Sussex County 

Court House 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered JUN 4 1973 

Name 

Olcl College Iii.atone Oi•trict 

Reed, Jehu, ,ouse 

ouee , oodlawn 

/ S US8#!X Co'lfflty Court ouse 
1--- and the Circle 

Location 

11.min&ton 
Nev Castle 

Little teaveu 
Kent 

•••• vicinity 
11 Ca tle 



Also Notified 

Hon. J . R. Biden 
Hoc. William V. Roth, Jr. 
Bclae Pierrf! s. du Font, lV 

Director, Northeast Region 

t r . Crover A. Biddle 
Act1na l>inctor 
I>iviaioo of 11.iatorical and 

Cultural Affain 
l>apartment of State 
nowr, t>elawaro 19901 

/ Pl'R Nnonland : jcc S/13/73 


