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KNOW all Men by thcfc Prefents, That '\Ve 
Ji,~lm, ~, ... ., - . - - - - -

of de fiotJA1ty of duflex, m de dtate of flJctawar~, anti 

n•1 nt111, 11 • of tk /~ fioan,t,y, 1J111m1.i11 - are 

le/d and ffrm/y found unto Me &ate of f/)e!aware a/orefaid, 

in de /um of 1w, l'~IUIJW - - tl'outldd of law/ut 3/f:onev 

af de ,-;etaware dtate,. to le paid for t~ ~ of tle fame : to wfiivli, tPav• 

ment, wet!~ truly to le made and don~, 9/Je li,,{Jj ourfe/-,.w, our a1ld eaci 

of otllf' :Jleird, 8xuutord 11nd .lldmi11iftratord, joi1¢./y, anGJ / e,,,~ratfy firmly 
ly defe prefentJ. d'eaM wid o,u,r d'eald, a-nGJ dat!J de ~wudirl,i -
day ,f. ,Ill.~ -- One dou/MZd d'uoen iundr!J a,,GJ $nay .. ir11u 

THE co1ditio11 ef the above Obligation ti fach, that if the above bounden 
,,\lc1,l1r I ~ •~• • - - • • -

8xuutcn o{ de th/tament and .f:a/t 9JJitt of" hj,1, ei ~ ... , - - - - -
late of d'uflex fiounty, deuafed, do ma&, or «l-1Lfe to le made, a true anGJ 

per/J {/n,nntorv a/ att an, fi-npu&r Me ~oodd, filatte/JJ an<;). fireditd of 

tle foid deua/fJ, wli" ia~,Patt, or mav &Ome to tle lan<ad, pof/eflion, or 

lmcwtedje af l..11, de l~ia ''.'!4(,th ,u,11,'1, - - - ~ • - - or to tne t1aucld or 

pof/el/io_n of anr oM~r ze.rfon or p erfo1u "-"'11.tfoe,-,er,.jor /,1i,, _ --- a1zGJ _ 
lM ~ fo made, do iiiilit or cauJe to le e~lit!J i-nto tie t/u1ifter'd Of• 

(tu, /(Jr tie fiounty a/are/aid, on er Ile/ore tle ( "'"itu,(~ - - day of! •t~1 

next en/-ui"I: .flnGJ the /ame (lot!Jd, fi/1,atte&! and fi1edit.1, and a!to'1ifer 

~, filatted! and fireditd of tt1e /aid auea e , wlfich at any time after 

/tfatt &Ome to tle la116J.J or polf'//io11, of ~ .. i,, tlie /aid r.fl,fl-..,~ ~"'""' -

or to de Aan6J.J or pof/e//ion of any otkr perfon or per o d for lu..;. 

(/() weft arN) huty a~mi~ifter aC(i()t·dinl to .eaw: and furtler, /llaft male er 

ca-fa to le mJ3Je a true atfJ. juft a«,(Jw,d of !,"' /aid ./ldminiftratio11,, on or 

le/ore tle <..,,14(,~~ day of. t..,::W.. - next enfoinp: .JhfJ all tie ~/t, 
refictu.e a,&J remahl'Jer of de ~ J, filo,tte&! a,,{J) rJr!Jitd of tlfe /aid dccea,jia, 

J;d, /luitl le fou,,{Jj 'l"emainhzf on faid &evut .. N ~u-nt, de /ame teillj 

firjt examined ana at&,wedly Me /aid ~ifter, or th! d'uaeflor, tle t/u::: 

iif-ter for de t ime tei111, //lag ddwer a#8 pay, diftrilute a?!:) difpofe ·of, 

a,rualle to de ffenor 1171:) 8ff eit of de .f:a/t 9JJitt Mui ff¥tament of 1k 
/aid c!e«a/!J, den tle a.Ion Ot~ption to le wid a,l;J. a/ none ef/ed, or ef/e 

tD ,re,r.a.in ,,:,, f ult force a?!:) 1)trtue. ;It~,- /! ~ ~,-~ 
$toltd dlld Dtliwrtd ,,, prtfm, ,f ~ ,,-, • ~ - -"'c:'. ~, 

~ ,,,J{. ._- (], .,.. ,, • ,./ -£."C• C', J r~ ~ 
to' ~......c, 
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Susu t C,,rJN'J'Y, ff. 

• 
• 

all Men by thcfc Prcfonts, That \re ,,,, 
.:,,,,.,, ~ "- ~.. 7 h 

if 1L1 Cr,unty of S,1fix, in tbt Stolt if Dda~ ,,r,, on.I .., /4,,,, ~ 
C 1.£-- ,_~ oftbt/amr Cr,11111.r, ~.,,___ art 

btld and firm"Z,d unlo lbt Slate if Dd•t.. "rt nf rrl• ·.1, i·, , ·.~ 
fam of ,,,,a _,_;;=:;> -1>r,11nJ1 rf l.n,f11/ /1,1',1 .r ,f tl,: 
Ddaw,m Stat,, lo he paid far 1/J, uft if tb, f.,m, ; to u:bl(/J f11_r

mtnl well and lrulJ lo ht mad, 011d dlfltt, Wt /,i11d 011r{e/w1, , r a11d 
r,ub of our Jleirr, Exuulorr 011d Adrm,11/ratr,r1,j, i,,IIJ an:I . ,roll;·, 

finnlJ lJ 1/JJI! J>rfl11t1. Suutd witb our Stair, Ofld dattd ~I.. ' • Z· 
dnJ of CJ~-7 On, 'f"/x,,!fand Eigbt Hundred .-:,;. , /~ 

The Condition of ;he abov~ Obligation is fuch, That 
iflbe•l»wkumlm CJ--~ _,,H-~~ ~// 

Exuut"-4JLt 7'tjlomntl o .. J¼IJ Will G( ~~ 
--~ - /alt of S11J1tx Cr,u11l1, du,afid, do male, ar coufi lo I e mod,, a 

true a#d perfill /nwntorJ of all and Ji1,g11l.ir 1/Je Cavdr, Cballtls and Credils ~( 1b, fi~J 
dutefrd, which ba11e, all, or moJ c,n:t lo tb, bands, pojfrjf,vn Gr lll(nt•!ulg, of / ~ 
the faid d?z?t;;,£ c::/: ,,. ... -- _ _ ,r to tb, ba11d1 r,r foffrfi"' if any r,tlrr 

per/rm ,, J>t1fon1 wbatfi,11~, for~--~ - and lbt famt fa modt, J,, e. I :hil ,,r 
toefe ,. JJ; ,xbibli,d i1110 1b, .. ijl,r', O./Jitt,far 1bt totmlJ a/r,refai 1, OIi or /,,:far, tL, -
2~ - 4, of ' ,w,I "'fi,ing: A._ 1/Je fam, Ct:,<,dr, Cba11,l1 or.ti 

Crtlils, a11d all albtr s, Cballtls and C~.·d,':f'o_( ,re faid dta?ftd~bitb al n:;y 

lu115 ').?,r }',all come lo Ile b,mds c,r p.,.ffrJlion of~• IL, f..·id C/~ ~ . 
//~~ - c,r lo tbe b,mds or p,,JltJJi~11 of 0IIJ olbtr pt,fo:1 or p,rfam fir/~ 
do wt/I a:,,/ tmlJ admir;Jltr 2:/:'din" lo Law: 11,,d f11r1b,r, facll m,1le c,r ca,!fa lo.Ji ma.It 

a tr11r: a,;d j;:jJ ucco1111I oJA'i-;, fa:4 A:lmit1:/lr11Jir,,1, "' c,r 1,if,r: tL: '2, J • - -
dnJ ~eiUV'/ • ..6txl, :fi1i1;tf: ,,. 1d nil the r!J1, rtj~Ju, n11d ,·,mai11dtr rf tbt Cocdr, 
C/;,1!/t/1 l'. ~ts if tlx faid dr,, 1.f ", '<'-l1icb JI ... 'I l, f :Jlld rm ·, '!_J '" /•1./ J:.,.·wul,-, 

o.r•. •II, ti,,. f 1,,e I,, :n" fjl f"Olnir I c, ,{ ell. ,~:.I I'] I,. faid R,_gj/! r , (jr Lir Suca.ffor, 1/Je 

R r3if/tr far ti,,;, t l i1!"• fl 1/1 ti.Ii. o """ / _ • rf!J1r:t.!t a.·· 1 ,,;i rfi if, o_rn:.ible lo lht 
twr,r ,wd ~Ifill if IL. /11jl 1:·.!t ,w.l 'ir/.'.,,. c,. if ,l• j-,d d:,,a/cJ; tu., tilt ..:t ·.:e Of./.g.11ion 

lo te ,,_,r,jJ 1111:I of,:.,·:: J:J•· :, ,r r!/t t, r.-;,:.1i.: i.: f 11f rce a;1d "..i,l,1,. 
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fnm17. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

(Check One)
I I Excellent CH Good g] Foir □ Deteriorated □ Ruins O Unexposed

(Check One)
S Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One)
□ Moved (3 Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Maston House, which is one of Sussex County's oldest brick structures, was 
built in 1727 and enlarged in 1733. It is a story-and-one-half brick dwelling with 
shed-roof dormers. In keeping with the local tradition, it is only one room deep 
and has interior end chimneys. The entire building is laid in Flemish-bond pattern 
with glazed headers and is surrounded by a stepped water table. Each gable end 
features a heavy belt course, above which are narrow attic windows and diapered 
brickwork. A plain box cornice compliments each facade. A small contemporary 
frame addition abuts the structure on the northern end. To the right of the closed 
entrance is a brick dated 1727, and incorporated in the diapered brick work of the 
northern gable is a brick dated 1733.

Wide floor boards, deep recessed windows, and a narrow enclosed staircase winding 
around the chimney are among the original interior features that have remained in 
tact. Though each massive fireplace has been enclosed or rebuilt the original 
lintel and mantel shelf have been retained.
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1^; SIGNIFICANT

PERIOD (Check One or More at Appropriate)
I I Pre-Columbian I CD 16fh Century
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SPECIFIC DATElsI (II Applicable and Knowrn) 1727 811(11733 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal CD Educotion Q Political

□ Prehistoric Q Engineering Q Religion/Phi.

CD Historic Q] Industry losophy

CD Agriculture Q Invention CD Science

s . I..CD - ' - - I~1 Sculpture ■
CD Art , , . Architecture Q Social/Human-

CD Commerce □ Literature itarion

□ Communications Q Military □ Theater

□ Censervetion Q Music □ Transportation

I I Urban Planning 
^ Other (Specify)

f
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

v/

The Maston House is one of western Sussex County's earliest examples of the 
"Resurrection Manor" style house. It was built in a portion of the county which 
was* originally a part of Dorchester County, Maryland. Ry 1776, when the boundarj 
line separating Maryland from Delaware! had been firnaly established, the territory 
became known as North West Fork Hundred, because it was situated west of the 
northwest fork of the Nanticoke River (Marshyhope Creek).

The house was built on a tract called Cannon's Savannah which the Province of 
Maryland had originally granted to Stephen Cannon. In 1776, seventy-eight acres 
of the tract was resurveyed for the yeoman Jacob Kinder. The remaining portion 
of Cannon's Savannah, along with the dwelling plantation and the adjoining Ickford 
tract were bequeathed to Canny's son Stephen, Jr. at his fathei*s death in 1793.

The Cannon family was one of Sussex County's largest land holding families. As 
prosperous yeomen, they continued to own the Maston House and property until 
1851, when Cornelius T. Cannon conveyed the properly to Halsey H. Maston, 
resident of North West Fork Hundred, and the owner cited on Beers' Atlas of 
1868. Adjoining Cannon's Savannah are Benjamin Cannon's Hickory Hill tract, 
William Cannon's tract called Goshen, and the tract known as Cannon's Grief.

The Maston House has been called a Maryl^d house in Delaware by Dr. Henry 
Chandlee Forman, the historian of eastern shore architecture. Dr. Forman 
reported the presence of a Jacobean-style staircase, which is not now found 
in the building, hi other ways, also, it resembles Maryland rather than Delaware 
houses. Whereas the typical Delaware house is two stories high, the Maston House 
is a story and a half; diapering is much more common in Maryland than in 
Delaware; and the floor plan is typical of certain buildings known commonly as 
the "Resurrection Manor" plan houses, which are typical of early Maryland building
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The Maston House is one of western Sussex County's earliest examples of the 
"Resurrection Manor" style house. It was built in a portion of the county which 
was originally a part of Dorchester County, Maryland. By 1776, when the bound 
line separating Maryland from Delaware had been firmly established, the territo 
became known as North West Fork Hundred, because it was situated west of the 
northwest fork of the Nanticoke River (Marshyhope Creek). 

The house was built on a tract called Cannon I s Savannah which the Province of 
Maryland had originally granted to Stephen Cannan. In 1776, seventy-eight acres 
of the tract was resurveyed for the yeoman Jacob Kinder~ The remaining portion 
of Cannon's Savannah, along with the dwelling plantation and the adjoining Ickford 
tract were bequeathed to Cannon's son Stephen, Jr. at his' fathers death in 1793. ,...---------:;__ __ _ 
The Cannon family was one of Sussex County's largest land holding families. As 
prosperous yeomen, they continued to own the Maston House and property lllltil 
1851, when Cornelius T. Cannon conveyed the property to Halsey H. Maston, 
resident of North West Fork Hlllldred, and the owner cited on Beers' Atlas of 
1868. Adjoining Cannon's Savannah are Benjamin Cannon's Hickory Hill tract, 
William Cannon's tract called Goshen, and the tract known as Cannon's Grief. 

The Maston House has been called a Maryl d house in Delaware by Dr. Henry 
Chandlee Forman, the historian of eastern shore architecture. Dr. Forman 

.I 
reported the presence of a Jacobean-style staircase, which is not now found 
in the building. In other ways, also, it resembles Maryland rather than Delaware 
houses. Whereas the typical Delaware house is two stories high, the Maston Hous 
is a story and a half; diapering is much more common in Maryland than in 
Delaware; and the floor plan is typical of certain buildings known commonly as 
the "Resurrection Manor" plan houses, which are typical of early Maryland buildin . 
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Bibliography:
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STATE OF DELAWARE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 

Hall of Records 
Dover, Delaware 19901

12 November 1974
DR. RONALD M. FINCH 

DIRECTOR

i '

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

I enclose herewith the nominations for the Maston House and the Sudler House, in 
Sussex County. These were passed by our State Review Board at its October meeting.
The members present unanimously approved the nominations; only Dr. Sommer was 
absent.

Six more nominations passed at this meeting will be forwarded as soon as the pictures 
are ready.

Yours sincerely,

wAcsi
Ronald M. Finch
State Historic Preservation Officer

ST A TE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
Hall of Records 

Dover, Delaware 19901 

12 November 1974 

Dr. William J. Murt.agh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

DR. RONALD M. FINCH 
DIRECTOR 

I I 

Nov ta 1914 ·

NAnoNAL 
REGISTER // 

·' 

I enclose herewith the nominations for the Maston House and the Sudler House, in 
Sussex County. These were passed by our State Review Board at its October meeting. 
The members present unanimously approved the nominations; only Dr. Sommer was 
absent. 

Six more nominations passed at this meeting will be forwarded as soon as the pictures 
are ready. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ronald M. Finch 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
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