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Concord is tt small village which was laid out in 1796, on a 
tract of land called "Partnership." Some thirty years b()fore 
the place was occupied, a company of New York and Phila
delphia merchants settled hero and erected a furnaee, 
naming it "The Pine Grove Furnace." For a long time, thti 
iron business was conducted by this company at this point, 
which made the place the seat of a thriving industry. A 
prosperous business was carried on until the beginniug of the 
Revolutionary War, when the blockading of the Chesapeake 
Bay suspenJed the work, and tbe business was abandoned. 
The town of Concord was located on the site of this little settle
ment in 1796, and grew rapidly to be a thriving village. 

Among tho prominont personages who lived in this village, 
were the "Ellegoods," from which family Dr. Robert G. Elle
good was descended. He was born and for many years 
lived in Concord, and was a physician of high standing. Dr. 
Ellegood was quite active in political affairs, having been 
elected as a Representative to the General Assembly and hav
ing se1·ved as St.1Lte Auditor of Accounts for three terms. Dr. 
J oslrna A. Blhigood, for tho past ten years the leading special
ist in Wilmington in eyo and car practice, is a son of Dr. 
Robert G. Ellegood. 13orn at Concord, Dr. Joshua A. E11c
good pursued his professional studies abl'oad and hy reason of 
tho mastery that he has attained in tho special lines chosen 
by him, stands deservedly high in his profession and has 
richly merited the measuro of success t.hat has come to him. 
It was in this town that J u rlgt-J John W. Houston, a distin
guished jm·ist of Delaware, was born. 

Bethel is a flourishing littlo village in this Hundred, und 
until 1880, was known as Lewisville. At rm etirly period it 
was noted as a great shipping point. T he building of boats 
for many years formed the chief industry of the place. In 
1869, a marine railwn.y was established here which added 
largely to the business of the village. The excellent facilities 
for milling in the Hundred afforded by the many streams, 
were early utilized, and almost as soon as the settlements were 
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In 1763 a tract of land known as "Part
nership" was purchased by Abram Mitchell, 
hatter of Philadelphia, and Walter and 
Samuel Franklin, merchants of New York. 

This trad contained about 290 acres, 
which includes what is now known as 
Concord. This land was taken over by the 
above named gentlemen and a furnace 
was erected thereon, which was known 
as "Pine Grove Furnace." 

Bog iron was produced here and shipped 
to England and Scotland. This industry 
was vigorously -conducted here until the 
breaking, out of the Revolutionary War. 

When the British Fleet blockaded the 
Chesapeake Bay, this industry ceased and 
about all the men employed at the Fur
nace joined the American Anny, entering 
the Regiment of Lieutenant Colonel 
Vaughan. 

Two of the iron ingots made in Con
cord at that time are still in Concord, 
one on the Ellegood ,property, and the 
o1mer in the street in front of where Rus
sell Joseph now lives. 

In 1793 all of the iron works, buildings, 
furnaces, etc, were sold to Seth Griffith, 
who was colonel of the Delaware militia, 
and WUliam Elgate HitCih; and later, in 
1796, the town of CONCORD was laid 
out by S~th Griffith and Thomas Laws and 
contained 159 lots (60 feet by 198 feet) . 

The road over the mill dam was known 
as Washington Street. 11his street ran 
east and west. The first cross street 
was called Main. Street, running north and 
south. The other streets that ran parallel 
with Main Street were Second and Third 
Streets. The first street next to W•ash
ington running along Main Street was 
named Green. A large mansion occupied 
the corner at Green and Main Streets 
whioh was built by General Jesse Green, 
born in 1766, who was a prominent citi
zen of the community during the early 
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part of the 19th century and a lineal des
cendant of George Calvert, the first Lord 
Baron of Baltimore. 

General Green was Adjutant General 
of the State Militia for a number of 
years and a member of the General As
sembly for thirty-one years, being at one 
time the speaker. He was in ·business in 
Concord from 1809 until 1834 when he 
died and was buried there. General Green 
became very wealthy. He was succeeded 
by his son, George, who was also a pro
minent business man of Concord for many 
years. He afterward moved to Baltimore 
and lived to a great age. 

The first store was- opened in Concord 
about the year 1800 by &th Griffith and 
John Bell, on the corner of Main and 
Washington Streets. In 1831, a store was 
kept by Alfred Cottingham, on Washing
ton and Main Streets. This store was 
burned in 1844. On the south side of 
Main Street Louis Spicer had a store. Jesse 
Green h ad a store here from 1810 to 
1834. John Houston also had a store in 
1810. In addition -he built vessels at Con
col'd and had them lightered down to 
Outten's 1Landing, afterwards known as 
"Cherry Tree Landing" which is the head 
of the Nanti'COke River, about two miles 
below the village. Mr. Houston also con
ducted a tannery here. James Outten and 
others also built vessels at "Cherry Tree 
Landing." 

The Concord M. E . Church was :form
ed in 1804. On August 24th of that year, 
Robert Boyce conveyed to John Jefferson, 
Elijah Morgan, A. Phillips, Adam Short, 
Covington Messick, John Lord and John 
Culbry, three-eights of an acre of ground 
for that purpose. The church was built in 
1804 and afterwards rebuilt in 1841 and 
again in 1870. In 1870, the Rev. J. B. 
Mann was pastor and the church was 
dedicated October 8th, 1870. The Reverend 
J. B. Merritt and Reveren<is Todd and 
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Syphard assisted in the dedication. 
The distillery being suspended in 1820, 

one-half interest in this property was 
owned by Alfred White and Edward 
Daugherty before 1816. The property was 
bought by Robert Boyce and Michael 
Stuart in 1832 and then passed to Joseph 
Chipman. In 1840 the property was sold 
to George W. Green. Mr. Green sold it 
to George H. Vincent aJbout 1864, and in 
1872 it was purchased by Isaac and James 
Cannon who for many years conducted an 
extensive stove factory, saw mill, grist 
Mill, etc. 

Concord was the birthplace of Judge 
John W. Houston, who was a prominent 
justice •of the State of Delaware for many 
years. He was born in the Dr. Ellegood 
residence as was -his brother, Dr. David 
Houston. 

Com:ord at one time contained several 
prominent physicians--among them may 
be mentioned Dr. Thomas Adams, Dr. 
Weightman Jones, Dr. James Fisher, Dr. 
R. G. Ellegood, who was State Auditor 
and member of the State L egislature and 
Dr. David D. Plalmer. 

The first school house was built in Con
cord in 1804. Up to a few years ago ttie 
original building r emained. It has, in most 
recent years, been rebuilt. The original 
building was in district No. 58. 

The post office in Concord was discon
tinued a number of years ago. Among 
those who have been postmasters in the 
past are George Grimes, Joseph Neal, 
Isaac Adams, George W. Collins, Isaac P. 
Jefferson, John Smith, Jacob Morgan, 
James H. Radcliffe, James B. Butler and 
George M. Outten. 

Prominent business men of Concord for 
many years, from 1830 to 1901 • may .be 
mt.:ntioned: Hiram and William Jones, who 
for several years were merchants. and 
shippe:rs and who also built vessels; George 
W. Green, J•ames W. Morgan and Thomas 
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P. Rodney; and later on James W. Vin
cent and Merrill W. Tilghman. Mr. Mor
gan and M'r. Rodney between them both 
had stores continuously from 1848 until 
1902. Mr. Green was a buyer of grain 
for niany years as were Mr. Rodney and 
Mr. Morgan, who also bought lumber, 
wood, railroad ties, etc. During the early 
part of the 19th century, before the rail.,. 
1·oad came through the shipping was 
done by vessels and steamers .and Con
cord being the nearest to tidewater caused 
many farmers for miles a·round to· come 
to the village with their . p-roducts, and 
trade at the mills and stores. Thousands 
of bushels of corn and wheat, thousands 
of cords of wood, thousands of feet of 
lumber were bought and shipped from 
the village. 

The decline of the importance of Con
•cO'rd as a •business place became gradual 
after the opening up of the railroads. 

Up to about 1870 this was not noticed; 
but the opening up of the great West with 
their railroads and the building of our 
own Delaware roads as fa·r as Laurel, 
gradually drew the trade away from Con
cord. 'Jlhe low price 9'f grain making it 
unprofitable to ship, the farmers devoted 
their attention to the growing of small 
fouits and vegetab?es. The markets were 
at the railroad stutions and the farmers 
had to haul their products there. This 
together with ffue filling up of the creek, 
and taking aviay the post office; caused 
Ooncord to decline as a business and ship
ping point, but not .as a place of interest 
or deep affection. 

The mill- 'Pond -at Concord which is 
said to have the most powerful natural 
.water power in Sussex County, is one 
,01' the most attra-ctive features of the vil
lage. Tihe natural scenery is very ·beau
tiful and the pond offe·rs much pleasure 
to those who care to fish or boat. 
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Ge11rge W. McGee, William Mitchell, Willirun S. 
Warrington and Hamilton B. Truitt were elected n 
board of truateea. The trustees in 1687 are William 
H. Rodney, George W. McGee, William J. West, H. 
D. Powell, George A. Betts o.nd Josiah C. Johnson. 
At the formation of the church there were forty 
members; the number has been increased to seventy
nve the present year. The church haa been 11upplied 
with ministers from a ci,.cuit e-0mposed of Shiloh, 
Trinity, St. Paul's and Providence Cliurches. The 
Jiat of ministers is ns follows: 1866, Rev. Thomna 
H. B•ugess; 1868, Rev. Jeremiah Clay; 1869,Rev.I. 
T. Adkins; 1871, Rev. William D. Litainger; 1874, 
Rev. J. H. Ellegood ; 1877, Rev. William A. Crouse; 
1880, Rev. L. J. Lelich (during this gentleman's time 
a fine p1monnge was erected); 1882, J.M. Ellderdice; 
and 1884 to '87, J.E. Nicholson. 

Shiwh M. P. Church.-This church waa erected at 
a C-Oat of one thousand dollans in the year 1879 npon 
lnnd donated by W. W. Dashiel, of Laurel, and is 
situated on the Laurel Road, near the farm of the Into 
RobertLambdeo. Levin 8. Hitch nod Reuben Jamea 
were the trustees at the time of the erection of the 
church. At present there are sixty members. Tho 
ministers are given in the article upon Trinity. 

SoaooLS.-There were very few schools of any 
kind in the hundred prior to the year 1829, when the 
county was laid out into districts. In Elzy Moore'11 
meeting-house a free school was e-0nducted for 
several years, and two or three subscription schools 
were run in the hundred, one being near Concord and 
the other the predecessor of what ill now known as 
the Washington School-house. These schools were 
rarely open more than three months in the year. Tho 
districts laid out in 1829 were Sos. 48, 44, 46, 66, 67, 
68, 59 and 60. Schools were erected in all these dh-
tricta in the yeara 1881 and 1882. At present there 
are eleven. They are open from five to eleven months a 
ye1u; theavernge in most districts, however, is not over 
six 'and ooe-haJf months. The schools are improving 
and every year finds them open for a longer period. 
Io the year 1886 there were four hundred and eighty
eight scholars in attendance. 

CoNCORD.-The town of Concord was laid out in 
1796 on a tract of land called "Partnership," on 
which Pine Grove Furuace was erecl.ed. The
company established a settlement here thirty years 
before the town was laid out and mnde it for a time a 
busy hive of industry. 

Io 1768, soon ofter the establishment of Deep Creek 
Furnace about three miles above the present town of 
Concord, a company was organized for the purpose of 
making iron at the place now Cone-0rd, on Deep 
Creek. A tract of land (three hundred and ninety 
acres}, called t1 Partnership," was taken up and a fur
nace erected called "Pine Grove Furnace." The 
e-0mpany was e-0mposed of Abraham Mi~hell, hnt~r; 
Thom&1 and Willil\m Lightfoot, merchants of Phila
delpbin, end Walter and Samuel Franklin, merchants 
of New York. On the 9th of November, 1768, Wi\1-
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ter and Samuel Franklin bought two-6nha interest in 
the property of tho others. This deed recites thnt 
the t1 company had purchased several tracts of land 
and procured sundry Wl:llrnnta for others and located 
some parcels thereon in ye counties of Worcester, 
Dorsett and Summersett, in Maryland, now likely to 
belong under ye government of New CasUe, Kent and 
SU88ox, on Delaware, in ye county of Sussex, an 
which tracts of land and warrants have been pro· 
cured for ye U8t, and promotion of Pine Grove Fur
nace, now erected on Deep Creek." It is also recited 
that on the tract was "yo furnace, BBW•mill, grist,. 
mill, domo houses and buildings.'' A tract of two 
acres, called "Adam's Folly," embracing the mill 
pond, was ne&r the tract. "New Ireland; "five hundred 
acres lay west of the Furnace Tract or "Partner
ship.'' ti Cook's Chance," t,.,o h110dred aorca, was 
in Broedkill Forest nod eight hundred und fifty acres 
in Care's Neck, on Gravelly Branch, in Nanticoke 
Hundred, on which, in Jeter years, Collins' Forge was 
built; also the interest "of all ye iron ore and 
mines" in n tract called •• Mile's End,'' of three 
hundred acres, end one hundred acres, part of a trac&. 
called" Pilsoo's Lot/' both on Barren Oreek, in what 
is now Wie-0mico County, Maryland, with privilege 
to dig and carry away all ores obtained thereon. The 
company also hod rights in seve_ral warrants from the 
Penns not then located, one dated August 29, 1764, 
which called for two thousand acrea near Deep 
Creek; one for five thousand acres between Deep 
Creek, Broad Oreek, Naotie-0ke River and Stony 
Branch; and five other warrants granted by the pro
prietors of Maryland for different quant.ities of land. 
But little is known concerning ~he operation of the 
company, except that business was vigorously con
ducted until the blockading of the Chesapeake Bay 
during the Rovolntion, whe.n work was suspended, aa 
were all tho furnaces and forges in the vicinity. The 
company bui' a road from the furnace to the landing 
at tho point in later years known as Outten's Landing, 
to which place the iron was drawn and loaded in 
vesaels and shipped to Scotland and England. 

The landing was directly opposite II Old Meadow," 
the landing-place of the Deep Creek Furnace Com
pany, this being the highest point to whi<-h vessels 
could come up the N enticoko. It waa still Inter CD.lied 
11 Calloway'& Harbor." On the 8th of March, 1778, 
Walter Franklin purchased the remaining fift.h inter
est of the furnace, and became the sole proprietor 
11 with nll houses, edifices, mills, mill-seats and fur
naces." The employees of the furnace joined the army, 
the same as those of other furnaces, and the busineM 
was abandoned. Walter Franklin died in 1778, r.nd 
his executor, Samuel Franklin, November 1~, 1791, 
sold the right&ofthe heirs to ihe property to Ebenezer 
Gracey, of Darby, Connecticut, and Theophilua 
Brower, of New York, both merchanta. On the 8th 
of August, 1793, 11 nil those certain iron works called 
Pine Grove Furnace," with the landa belonging there
to, were sold to Seth Griffith and William Elgate 
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Hit.eh. The mills •ue :ill in oper.uioo, a di9tillery 
was 2.dded, in 17!:'<> the town of 01ncord ws..<l lairl out 
a._~ the litue 3ettlement, she name of - Pine Grove 
Funuce" .-u entirely abandoned, and the Lhrh·ing 
'ri~e coolt it3 place. The interest of William E. 
Hitch p29led t6 Tbom.83 Law in September, 1796, 
• ho in the !ru!le year, with Seth Griffith, laid out the 
tmm. The road crossed over the rlam, and when it 
paseed throagh the town wu named Washington 
Street; &he mill and distillery was on the ll'ett side of 
~e rO&d- A atreei on the ea.at 1ide, parallel with 
Wubington, wu named Green, on which was one 
howe, and between Wuhington and Green Streets 
•u a I.arr- mansion-house. Parallel with Wuhing
ton Street weS\ •u Likrty Alley, bet.ween which was 
a hlock extending to Market Street, on which were 
two houses, anrl one house still west to Shippen Street, 
which wu the laat street west. 'and joiaed WilliRm 
Aodenon and Elzy Spicer's lauds, which were sold to 
them by Griffith and Hitch, Augu.t 16, 1796, and 
upon them their respective hoW!es stood. The old 
landing-place, &boat two miles below and known in 
later years a.a Outten Landini, also Cherry Tree 
Landing, waa aold by Griffith and,Lawa to John Out
ten, January ll, 1797. The street.a running at :right 
angles with Washington were Fi?11t, Second and 
Third. There were in all one hundred and fifty-nine 
Iola laid out, moatly sixty by one hundred and ninety
-eight feet. On the 17th of June, 1803, Griffith and 
La'" aold to Robert Boyce fifty-two lots in the town. 
Thomu Laws aold the tan-yard and store and lots to 
John BoU8t<,o, son of Robert, who continued the tan
yard a.ad store at the place now owned 11.nd occupied 
by Dr. Robert G. Ellegood. J11hn Houston also bniJt 
schoonera, one of one hundred and fifty tons burthen, 
~ or near the Pine Grove Furnace. They were light
,ered down to Cherry Tree or Outten'& Landing. In 
tbia hoUBe Judge John W. HoW!ton and Dr. David 
Hou.ton were born. John Hou&ton continued in 
bu-iness until his death, in 1828. Seth Griffith mar
ried a daughter of Robert Houston, and a sister of 
J ohn. Joehua Ellegood married Ann Griffith, daugh
ter of Seth Griffith. Dr. Robert G. Ellegood is their 
BOD. 

Thomas Laws removed to Philadelphia and was 
engaged in the leather business in that city, and 
Hou.at.on shipped bis hides to him. 

Seth Griffith had a tavern on the comer of Main 
and Wuhington Street&, where he lived aad died in 
1814.. The tavern had been in operation before 1800. 
The firat store was opened soon aft.er 1800 by Seth 
Griffith and John Bell, and wao on the corner of 
Washington and Main Streets, and the store-house is 
1till 1tanding in the :rear of the preMint store-howse 
or G. A. Phillipe & Brother. M. StewRrt nod John 
Jeff'enon bad iiD interest in the mill and store I Rt.er. On 
Water and Market Street& was a store (still standing) 
which wu later kept by Boyce & Phillips and L. H. 
Smith. A store wu kept in 1881 by Alfred Cottingham 
<>n W ubington a.ad Maio Street.a; it was burned down 

in 18-H. Lewis Spicer'!! store wa.e on the eoulh side of 
)lain Street aa early llll 1830, It was later owned by 
Jo,cph Seal, c;oorge W. Collim1 ant! Samuel Jeffer
son in 18-H, and last. by Phillips & Morgan. It ia 
now n dwelling. 

THE MtLL AND DISTILLERY (the latter of which 
wnK auapended about 1820), and the mill pa,sing to 
Alexander White and Edward Dougherty before 1816. 
One-half intneet. waa owned by Robert Boyce, and 
an interest waa owned by Michael Stewart. Jo 1882 
it passed to Joseph Chipman, who cont-inned it until 
his death, in 1840. It wu then sold to George W. 
Green, who kept a 1tore and run the mill. Green 
aold to George Vincent, who continued it until Sep
tember, 1872, when it was aold to Isaac and James W. 
Cannon, the present ownel'B; the store of J esse Green 
was run from 1810 until his death in 1884. John Ho111-
ton, ~-. also had a store before 1810 and many years 
later in the house already mentioned as occupied by 
him. 

In 1809 the following persons were lot-ownerR in 
Concord: John Fletcher, one house and lot; heirs 
of James Georg11, one house and two lob!; Jesse 
Green, Seth Griffith, Robert Boyce, Levin Stuart, 
Michael Stuart and John Jefferson. 

The JeMe Green mentioned was born January 12, 
1766. He descended from Thomas Green and was a 
lineal descendant of George Calvert, the first Lord 
Baron of Baltimore. Thomas Green CAJDe to this 
country with Lord Baltimore RDd married his daugh
ter, Lady Winifred. J esae Green came to tbi.a coun
try from Alexander, July, 1790, and married a Mrs. 
Rucbanon, who aoon after died, leaving one son, 
Willia m, who died many years ago. He later mar· 
ried Elizabeth, the granddaughter of Col. John 
Gunby, oftbe Revolulion, and who lived at Snow Hill. 
Hisaon James lived between MiJlsboro' and Concord. 
Green settled fin!t at Seaford. After the death of his 
first wife he returned to Alexandria, and waa engaged 
in merchandising. He remained but a short time, 
however, and returned and settled at Concord, and 
engaged in merchandising and shipping. He amassed 
considerable wealth, owning over three thousand twn 
hundred acres of land in the vicinity. He was adju
tant-general of the State militia for a number ofyea?II 
and served thirty-one years iu the General A1111embly, 
the longest term ever known. He was Speaker. He 
died in 1834, and ie buried in Concord. The old 
mansion house is still standing. 

A post-office h88 been established here for years. 
Among thoee who ha.ve been postmasters are George 
Grimes, Joseph NeAI, Isaac Adams, George W. Cel
lins, Isaac P . JelFeraon, John 8. Smith, Jacob W. 
Morgaii, James R. Radcliff, James Butler, J . M. Out
ten and James T. Smith. 

Concord Methodut Epiacopal Churcla.-This church 
was formed in the year 1804. August 24th of that year 
Robert Boyce conveyed to John Jefferson, Elijah 
Morgan, Arabel Philips, Adam Short, Oovington Mes
sick, John Lord, John Oulbrey, Obarlea Brown and 
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pany. There are also two general stores at Cannon, and about ninety• 
five inhabitants. 

Clarksville, about five miles from Frankford, is a post village of about 
fi fty.five inhabitants. It has two stores, one kept by John P. Betts, who 
is also postmaster, and the other by R. J. Hudson. J. H. Williams & 
Sons operate a garage business in this place. 

Colwnbia, a hamlet of sixteen inhabitants and one general store 
(G. W. Owens) is about eight miles from Laurel. 

Concord, a small village in Broad Creek Hundred, was laid out in 
1796, on what was known as the "Partnership" tract; but the settlement 
dates much farther back. Thirty years before, some mining men of New 
York and Philadelphia inter ested themselves in the iron industry of 
Sussex. They erected a furnace here. It became known as Pine Grove 
Furnace, and was actively worked until the Revolution. Then, with 
Chesapeake Bay blockaded and business conditions uncertain, the enter• 
prise was abandoned. After the Revolution, the settlers applied them. 
selves to farming pursuits, and do not come into official records as a 
community until 17¢, when Concord was laid out. The mining of bog 
ore in Sussex County was continued until about 18o4, but then, with the 
discovery of richer deposits in other States, the bog ore industry was 
abandoned. A map of Delaware published in 18o7, shows two furnaces 
(Lightfoot's and Douglass's) as located near the village of Concord. 
Concord, which is about three miles from Seaford, is now village of 
three hundred inhabitants. T here are two stores and a mill (Hearn's). 
The E llegood family is of Concord, and J udge John W . Houston was 
born here. 

Coolspring is a village of 125 inhabitants, with a station on the Dela
ware, Maryland & Virginia branch of the Philadelphia, Balt imore & 
W ashington Railroad. The railroad company needed the station pri• 
marily for the handling of the lumber from this well wooded district. 
The settlement however dates much farther back. In 1742, the Society 
of Friends erected a meetinghouse at Cool Spring, and it was a Quaker 
meeting place for many years. The relig ious record goes even farther 
back, for in 1725, possibly earlier, a Presbyterian Church was built about 
seven miles west of Lewes, and called Cool Spr:ing, "taking its name from 
a spring of cool water near." 

Dagsboro, an incorporated town in Dagsboro Hundred, derives its 
name from General John Dagworthy, a colonial officer who gained dis• 
tinction in the French and Indian Wars and also in the Revolution. 
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Staff photo by Chuck McGowan 

The steps are cracked at the entrance to the former school in the tiny town of Concord. 

Sleepy town, lively past 
Concord's glory days are history now 

By CAROLYN LEWIS 
Sussex Bureau reporter 

CONCORD - Concord is a sleepy little hamlet 
.about which local resident Luanne Fleetwood 
says, "You sneeze and you've gone through it. 
We're kind of hard to find." 
: So little known is the settlement that two 
employees in a small supermarket on Delaware 
.20, the main highway a quarter mile from the 

. town, said they'd never even heard of it. 
It is as though the Cabomba weed that is swal

. lowing the Concord Pond has swallowed up the 
town as well. 

Concord bas a rich and lively history, reaching 
back to before the Revolutionary War. Once, in the 

glory days of the 1830s, the town had grist mills, an 
iron forge, five or six stores, a tavern, two black
smith shops, a lanyard, a stagecoach stop and inn, 
a wheelwright shop and several dry goods shops . 

Today, there are no stores in Concord; just two 
churches and a handful of houses along Deep 
Creek and Concord Pond, three miles east of Sea
ford. But Concord still lives. 

"There's a strong feeling of fellowship here, " 
said Patricia Fleetwood. "You know your neigh
bors, and they know you - but they never bother 
you. Only, you know you can call on them if you 
need them." 

See CONCORD - B7 
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Concord's main road will never be confused with New York City's 42nd Street. 



Weeds 
wage war 
on pond 

By CAROLYN LEWIS 
Sussex Bureau reporter 

CONCORD - Mary Hill stood at 
the edge of the small pier below her 
house and stared into the waters of 
Concord Pond. 

" It's green and mucky," she said. 
'' It looks poisonou s - like a 
drowned lawn." 

Hill, 77, grew up in the town of 
Concord, which straddles Deep 
Creek and Concord Pond , three 
miles east of Seaford. She remem
bers when the 73-acre pond was " so 
clear you could see clean through 
it. 

" We'd go up and down the pond in 
a paddle boat," she said. " We 'd 
catch perch, pike, catfish, bass." 

But now, she said , " You ca n 
hardly paddle a boat in there. Those 
weeds will just tie you up." 

Like Mary Hill, Arlene Hendrick
son, 64, lives in a house by the pond. 
To Hendrickson, formerly of Penn
sauken, N.J., Concord Pond is more 
than a heap of memories gone sour. 
It is a headache of substantial pro
portions. 

" My husband, John, hought the 
pond in I 973 or ('7]4 ' he said. "He 
died two years ago, and I'm stuck 
with ii ." 

~·he problem is that growing 
along the bottom of the pond are 
vast networks of the Fanwort weed, 
of the Ca bomb a family, and 
Hydrilla. Both plants arc native to 
South America. 

They first appeared in Sussex 
County 15 years ago. At that time, 
i ,obert Beck, supervisor of state 
fisheries and technical services, 

: theorized that the plant took root 
• when someone dumped an aquar-
• ium into a local waterway. From 

that one point, the plant spread by 
attaching itself to the undersides of 
vessels that weremoved from one 
body of water to another. 

Hendrickson estimates that it 
. would cost about $15 ,000 every 
• year to keep the weeds under con
: trol. She thinks the state of Dela
• ware should do the job. 

" I own the land at the bottom of 
: the pond," she said, " but they own 
• the water on top." 

Not so, says Charles A. Lesser, 
manager of the fisheries division at 

Staff photo by Chuck McGowen 

Mary Hill, 77, remembers when Concord Pond was "so clear you could see clean through it." 

the state Department of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Con
trol. " What we own is the water
control structure at the pond." 

The state would spend the money 
to control the weeds if there was a 
health hazard, Lesser said. Other
wise, Delaware would require Hen
drickson either to deed the land to 
the state or offer a long-term 
lease. 

'Seventy-five percent of our fund
ing for these projects comes from 
the federal government," Lesser 
sa id . " And they require unres
tricted public access to the waters, 
including a parking area next to the 
ramp." 

While Hendrickson allows the 
public to u e the pond - and there 
is a small access ramp near the 
bridge - Lesser said the state has 
no guarantee that the next owner 
would offer the same privileges. 

" We can ' t spend public fund s 
there without that kind of full 
assurance," he said. 

" I can't afford to deed the pond to 
them because I need to have farm 
status," Hendrickson said. " I'd also 
lose on real estate taxes." 

Hendrickson owns a 40-acre farm 
in addition to the nearly five acres 
where her house is. By adding the 73 
acres at the bottom of Concord 
Pond to the land she already owns, 
she brings her total acreage to 
more than 100. 

··My husband wanted to enhance 
our income wh en he bought the 
pond," she said. " We needed to own 
over 100 acres to belong to the 
Farm Burea u and qualify for their 
[group] Blue Cross health insur
ance. We also got a break on our 
real estate taxes." 

Hendrickson said she enjoys 
watching "the action on weekends" 
on the pond. " A lot of people have a 

good time out there fishing," she 
said. 

The pond has other visitors too. 
" Last year , there were 200 swans 

at the bend there. And a white duck. 
lind at night, you can hear the geese 
talking, singing, hassling and howl
ing." 

One day, she saw a deer swim
ming across the pond. 

Hendrickson and Lesser insist 
that Concord Pond is not in danger 
of dying, a are some other ponds in 
Sussex County. Numerous natural 
springs underneath the pond feed in 
fresh water and keep it replen
ished. 

But as the weeds continue to grow 
and spread, Hendrickson continues 
to worry. 

" I guess I 'll just have to make the 
best of it because I'm happy here," 
he said. '' I wouldn 't want to b 

living any place else." 
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Concord: Quiet towt) 
with a lively history 
• Continued from Bl 

Hannah Davis, 67, said Concord is 
a " nice little town," but a quiet one. 
Not much excitement over the 
years, she said. 

She did recall that about 40 years 
ago, some young people broke into 
the town 's liquor store. The proprie
tor took a shot at them. Polic e 
tracked down the violators to an old 
shack on an island in the middle of 
Concord Pond. 

"Those boys came from Washing
ton," Davis said, as though that 
explained it all. 

• • • 

cleaned out an old log cabin, bllilt 
benches inside, and " by sun up ;on 
Monday morning, the doors of the 
log cabin were opened for t il e 
praise of God." 

• • • 
Mary Hill, whose ancestors were 

among the first blacks to sellle'in 
Concord, says that separation bas 
long been a part of life there. 

Hill, 77, recalls that when she w:as 
a girl, " We had our church and they 
had their church." • 

Of the white residents, she said, 
"There were a few nice ones - the 
kind that didn't show their hatred 
too much. But my family didl) 't 
have any trouble. We were reared 
to mind our own business and leave 
other people a lone." 

Small as it is today, Concord is 
not one town, but two. The road that 
crosses Concord Pond and Deep 
Creek separates the white commu-
nity from the black community. • • • 

The black section is called Pilot Hill was one of nine children Itv-
Town, because it was first settled ing with their parents on a 49-acre 
by black pilots who guided vessels fa rm at the edge of town . Her 
along the creek into the Nanticoke father worked in the grist mill ~n 
River. Unlike most blacks in Sussex Concord, while the family grew its 
County, these were free men. food on the farm. : 

Free or not, in the early 19th cen- Her Uncle George Laws " used to 
tury, Concord blacks were required tell us about driving his boat up and 
to worship in the slaves' gallery, down the water," she recalled. Afld 
above the main floor of the town 's she remembered Daniel Brown, 
Methodist church. A history com- whose ox pulled a cart filled wilh 
piled by Mt. Calvary AME Church lightwood stumps through the ce,n-
in Pilot Town says even this shared ter of town. The stumps were used 
experience was of short duration: to light the carr.p meetings. "Butte 

" Around the time the Civil War kids were ,eally scared of that ox," 
started, a change came to the Hill said. .: 
inhabitants of Pilot Town. The The town character was Hilt's 
white members of the Methodist grandfather , James Denard. " He 
Ch urch decided that since the would go to the store at the top 
Negro wanted his freedom, he must of the hill, not too far from the mijl. 
also be responsible for his own we!- He'd sit by the big stove and tell l~s 
fa

1
~e. . of jokes," she said. .. 
Early one unday mormng - In the early mornings before ~ e 

when the cole>red ladies in their , walked to the one-ro~m sc hool -
long Mother Hubbard dresses , house, Hill said she worked wiJ.h 
starched whIt ,e_ aprons an_d st1!f her grandfather in the fields. " I w:ss 
bonnets, i:l long ~1th ~he men m_the1r always thirsty, but he never seemed 
severe black smts with stock lies or to want a drink " she recalled. " He 
clean overalls, made their way to used to say he V.:as a sheep. He oqiy 
the village church - they found the drank dew." • 
doors closed and locked against Denard died when he was 92. • 
them. Like a lot of other residents of 

"Sorrowf_ully, these people trod Concord, Hill has a lot of memories 
back to Pilot Town , the women wrapped up in the small commu-
weeping and the men with heads nity. • 
bowed in grief. " . ''Once Concord was bigger than 

One of the ongregation , Noah Seaford; now. it 's the other WilY 
Boyce, vowed on the spot that the around. A whole lot of people have 
bl ack community would have a never heard of it. And that 's. a 
place of worship of its own. shame. because this here's a veyy 

Working through the night, he intere ting place." 
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