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Preface

This effort is part of a larger plan to identify all the original European settlers along the
Nanticoke River and all its tributaries. While that task is ongoing it appeared to me that a
need existed to clarify the early history of Seaford, Delaware. As you will see the area was
settled much earlier than any local history texts have noted. So early that the Woodland
(Cannon ) Ferry is one of the oldest ferry services still in use.

Thank You

Regina for your patience.
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River has long been inhabited by
mankind. The Nanticoke Indians and
their ancestors have lived along this lovely
river for over 6,000 vears. Although the
Indians traveled among themselves nothing
prepared them for the events that would take
place i the seventeenth und early eighleenth
centuries. Their culture was to rudely clash
into that of a very different one from the
European continent. The first contact that the
Nanticoke Indians had with the Europeans is
not certain. The Spanish, long established in
the Caribbean, were .notorious for their raids
along the east coast of America in search of
slaves to support their activities on the
tslands. There is circumstantiai evidence that
the Spanish may have been here in the late
1500’s but no records have surfaced to
support this. The (irst record of a European
to exptore the head of the Nanticoke is in the
year 1608. (We will be celebrating the 400th
anniversary of this event in just a few years)
At that time, the now famous Captain John
Smith, after settling in Jamestown Virginia,
set out with a small group and explored the
Chesapeake Bay and its major tributaries.
They explored only the Pocomoke and the
Nanticoke rivers extensively on the eastern
shore of the Chesapeake Bay. The map his
exploration created served as a standard for
many years. His map shows the location and
names of Indian villages along the Nanticoke
River and he also illustrates the larger
tributaries of the Nanticoke River,
specifically Barren Creek, Marshyhope
Creek, Broad Creek and Deep Creek. In his
log hook he noted; '
"Here doth inhabite the people of
Saraptnagh, Nause, Arseek and
Nantaquak, the best Marchants of
other Salvages”

The tand at the head of the Nanticoke

Although the Virgintans were the first to
settle on the Delmarva peninsuia in the very
early 1600°s, the land along the shores of the
Nanticoke River would wait another sixty
years to be extensively settled by Europeans.
All land in current western and southern
Sussex County Delaware was first settled as
part of the Province of Maryland.  King
Charfes [, in 1631 granted Lord Baltimore a
tract of land in America It was established
in 1634 and it was named Maryland, with its
capital at St. Mary’s City. Development on
the eastern shore took a few years to take

hold. The eastern shore was developed from

both the south and from the islands along the
Chesapeake. Somerset County, a very
large county then, was established in 1666
and Dorchester a few years later in 1669,

. Although the Counties were not well defined

in the eurly days (he [ollowing i
approximately how the county lines were in
the seventeenth and early eighteenth century.
All land south of the Nanticoke River, Deep
Creek, and Indian River was part of Somerset
County (Worcester & Wicomico Countics
were not established until years later.). All
land north of the Nanticoke River and north
of Deep Creek was Dorchester County
(Caroline County was not established until
later). Both Dorchester and Somerset
Counties  went alt the way from the
Chesapeake Bay to the Atlantic Ocean.

Thus the towns we now call Blades, Laurel,
Bethany Beach and Concord had they existed
then would have been within the boundartes
of early Somerset County. Meanwhile, the
areas we now know as Seaford, Bridgeville,
St. Johnstown, Greenwood, Old Fumace,
Rehoboth, Adamswville and Middleford were
all part of Dorchester County in the Province
of Maryland.



Seaford

The migration north along the peninsula
slowed briefly in the mid 1600’s in part
because of the English civil war and in part
due to friction between the Nanticoke Indians
and the English settlers. With the death of
Oliver Cromwell in England  and the
establishment of peace between the
Nanticokes and the Engllsh development
once again flourisbed.

Two major Indian reservations were created
around 1700. The largest was north of Vienna
on the Nanticoke and the other was on the
tract known as “Gfeefllsmd” on Broad Creek.
That tract was first patented in April of 1683
to William Green.

Many land patents appeared in the late

1660’s and early 1670’s once the new
counties were established. Many of the early
settlers of this area were migrating up the
peninsula from Virginia and the lower part of
Somerset County.

My search of the land patents for the
Nanticoke River watershed have identified
over 400 patents issued prior to 1720
The first record of any settlement in the area
around Seaford is a very large tract of land
(1,750 acres) granted to a Jeremiah Jadwin
(Jadwyn) of Virginia on the 22 January 1672
(ref. Liber 7, folio 146 at the Maryland Hall
of Records) The patent indicates it was
bordered in part by the Nanticoke River, and
Herring Creek and that the land rent was to
be 3 pounds and 10 ten shillings per year.
The tract was identified as  “Martin’s
Hundred”. A very unusual name. The name
is unusual in two ways, First the name Martin
is the not the owners. Second the word
hundred was usually used to define a
geographical area approximately the size of
a2 township. The use of the word hundred
goes back at least into the fourteenth century
in England. There may be a connection to

the lost “Martin’s Hundred” venture
downstream from Jamestown,VA. the then
capitol of Virgimia. In the Virginia Martin's
Hundred the word hundred may be related to
the number of investors in that venture.

The early English settlements were much like
those of the Indians, living along the river, on
dry ground and next to a supply of fresh
drinking water. The rivers, creeks, branches
and Indian trails were the primary travel
routes for many years. The only roads noted
in the early records are those in support of
the ferry routes linking the upper and lower
eastern shore. Only two Nanticoke River
ferry crossings appear in the early deeds;
Cannon’s (now known as Woodland’s Ferry)
and Vienna. The Vienna Ferry was not
established until after 1756, at which time a

_ road was created through the marsh on the

east side of the Nanticoke Ruver. A firm date
has not been established for the first crossing
at the Cannon Ferry but it appears to be
before 1671. The Bill of Ferrys was recorded
in the minutes of the Maryland General
Assembly on 17 October in the year 1671.
This Bill suggests that the ferries were in fact
in use prior to that date. It appears that the
Woodland Ferry is one the countries oldest
ferries in still in continuous use. It is possible
it may be the oldest ferry in the USA.
Extensive searches of wills and other related
documents may someday give us a more
accurate date, The first record, to date, of
the Cannon family in the area of the ferry
goes back to a land patent of 1688. (The sign
at the ferry site refers to the date that the
State of Delaware granted a license after the
area became part of Delaware)

Although there is some reference to roads in
Legislative action in the late 1600’s, therc
mention in land patents of that period is rare.
More frequent mention of roads in coust



Seaford

recoids, imaiitained by overseers, would
have to wait until about 1720. An 1804 map
of the Northwest Fork Hundred of Delaware
shows only a dozen roads.

Unlike other parts of the original colonies the
Chesapcake area was settled almost
exclusively by people from the British Isles.
The majorily of the people came from
England. However, Ireland, Wales and
Scotland are well represented. Even such
names as Beauchamp (very French) were
from families who_had come to England
during the period" following the Battle of
Hastings in the year 1066. You might note
that the name does not have a French
pronunciation. The local pronunciation is
very similar to that in England today. Many
of the names surviving today affirm that link.
Sussex and Kent Counties in the south of
England. Lewes and Seaford both in the
county of Sussex. Dover in the county of
Kent. Salisbury, Oxford, Cambridge,
Dorchester, Somerset, Lord Baltimore,
Princess Anne, Queen Anne, High Street and
the list goes on.

Religion of this area was primarily the
Church of England, although the influx of
Quakers from Virginia played a significant
role in the early days of the Maryland eastern
shore. The presence of Quakers, Catholics
and Presbyterians was largely a result of
Lord Baltimores insistence on religious
tolerance, unlike the colonies of Virginia and
New England. The original parish church for
the entire eastern part of Dorchester was a
church located at Cambridge in the very late
1690’s. Chapel’s of Ease were created at
both Vienna and at possibly what we now call
East New Market. The St. Mary White’s
Chapel of Ease later became St. Stephen’s.
There 1s evidence that a Chapel called St.
Mary’s was also focated on Chapel Branch

west of what is now Seaford. A date has
been given of 1704, I have no evidence to
support that date. More research i1s needed
to more clearly define the dates and members
of the church. It is reported that the church
was burned to the ground by patriots during
the War of 1812. It was reported that the
Church was primarily attended by those
having Tory sympathies .

Early County courthouses were placed in a
central place and when court was in session
the area became populated with people to
sell wares, ordinaries to supply liquid
refreshments (it was not uncommon for the
Courthouse to also be the ordinary), horse
races, cock fights. etc. After Court was
over, people went home leaving only the
court house building to await the next event.

_ This was the beginning of the town.

The settlement of this area was one that
focused on the plantation style of living.
Tobacco for years was the cash crop. With
this style of living the need for villages was
very little. For example, Williamsburg, the
capitol of Virginia, at the time of the
Revolutionary War had only 1,600 people
living there year round. As noted above
when court or the House of Burgess was in
session the population expanded
significantly, Meanwhile Philadelphia had a
permanent population of over 30,000.
Unlike the  Chesapeake Bay  area,
Philadelphia was home to many frades
people. Yet Virginia was by far the most
populated colony at the time.

Thus the lack of villages should not be
mterpreted to mean that there were few
settlements in the area, A census in 1704
identified 2,312 people living in Dorchester
County and 4,437 people in Somerset
County. It 1s not clear if this number



Seaford

includes females, youth, (ndentured servants
or slaves.

Census figures for the 1790 pertod are as
[follows

Nanticoke Hundred, DE 200 *
Broad Creek Hundred, DE 244 *
North West Fork ** Hundred, 408 *
DE e

T Ta

Little Creek Hundred, DE 347 *

Dorchester County MD 644 WAx

Somerset County MD records
lost

*  Heads of household

** Seaford Hundred did not exist at this time
wax Aduits

Agriculture was and continued to be the
primary enterprise of people living in the
Chesapeake Bay area for many years. In
addition to agriculture there is much evidence
to suggest that the area ,east of where
Seaford now resides, was a very busy bog
iron area in the mid eighteenth century. Over
7,000 acres are noted in vartous land
transactions associated with the iron industry
in the mid 1700’s. The following are just a
few of the names noted in the deed records.
Deep Creek, Iron Works made up of, Deep
Creek Fumace in Nanticoke Hundred,
Nanticoke Forge at Middleford, Pine Grave
Fumace at Concord, Unity Forge in North
West Fork Hundred Collins Forge, Polk
Forge, Gravelly Delight Forge and
Millsboro Forge
The material from Deep Creek Furnace; 3
miles from Concord, was called “OLD

MEADOW” pig iron. One source identified
it as the best in America. The remains of a
few of these forges could still be found as
recently as a few years ago.

The current Maryland-Delaware boundaries
came about as the result of a long dispute
between William Penn and T.ord Baltimore
with each claiming the area we now know as
Delaware. Ultimately, the Duke of York
defined the north-south boundary to be
approximately as it is today. 1t is reported
that an error in a map coordinate resulted in
the east west line being from current Delmar

to Fenwick. It is proposed that the orginal

agreement had the east-west line at the Cape
Henlopen not at the false cape. (If that line
had survived, Seaford area would still be in
Maryland.) After many years in the courts

of London the boundary lines are as the

surveyors Mason and Dixon have defined in
1763. However, with the courts of Maryland
and Delaware being preoccupied with the
war, few land titles were changed until after
the war.
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