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BURYING THE HATCHET
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CULTURE - HERITAGE

BURYING THE HATCHET

B In this
American town,
people
remember the
cooperative
spirit of
republican
government
that serves the
people and not
itself.
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view their elected officials. Titles are not
impressive—governors, U.S. senators, and
representatives are all referred to by first
name. Both citizens and legislatures share
the good times and the bad.

Former two-term governor Pierre S.
du Pont IV recalled in 1985 the story of a
woman who telephoned his office just six
days after his inauguration. It was a Sat-
urday, and everyone was unpacking boxes
when the phone rang. He answered, and
the woman on the other end was com-
plaining that a heavy rain had left her
basement flooded. She could not be con-
vinced, he said, that the matter was a local
problem that should be handled by the
town or county in which she lived—she
wanted to talk with the governor.

“She called the man in Delaware she
Jjust saw sworn in and who is the leader of

THE WORLD & |

the state and he better be able to do some-
thing,” he said. “That’s the kind of state it
is. Where else in America would you find
people who think that when their base-
ment is full of water the thing to do is to
call the governor?”

That type of informality strikes at
what Return Day means to Sussex Coun-
ty and Delaware. There are no political
grudges carried over, no hard feelings lin-
gering. If there are, those involved keep
the feelings to themselves and do not let
them interfere with the festivities. Win-
ners and losers join together, wave to sup-
porters, and put behind the charged cam-
paigns that sometimes, though not often,
result in unnecessary accusations being
tossed around. Literally, in a special cere-
mony, the hatchet is buried by political
leaders, signifying the end of the political



season and providing a gesture of recon-
ciliation.

“It’s a healing process that sets the
election aside and says we're now going to
get on with the business of government,”
said du Pont. “It’s a very personal thing. It
brings government right down to your
backyard, and I think that’s why it works.”

It worked when people began gather-
ing in Georgetown in the mid-nineteenth
century, and it continues to work today as
Delaware prepares to enter the twenty-
first century. Residents are as close-knit
now as they were when Caesar Rodney led
the fight for independence in the 1770s.

W. Layton Johnson, who for twenty-
six years served as mayor of Georgetown,
has been helping organize Return Day cel-
ebrations for about four decades. Johnson
has hosted Return Day parties for upward
of seven hundred people, including gover-
nors and other state lawmakers, This year
will mark his first stint as town crier.

“Return Day heals a lot of political
wounds,” he said. “Nobody likes to lose,
whetherit’s a town election or a state elec-
tion. It’s nice to get together and shake
hands with a winner. It takes a good per-
son to ride in the vehicle with his oppo-
nent.”

Sen. William V. Roth, Jr., who first
represented Delaware in Congress in 1966
as a member of the House of Representa-
tives and who has been a member of the
U.S. Senate since 1970, has seen his share
of negative politics. He said that the cur-
rent system of political campaigning
emphasizes the need for something simi-
lar to Return Day on a national level.

“The divisiveness of the presidential
campaign needs to be put aside after the
election so the process of political healing
and bipartisan cooperation can begin,”
said Roth.

“Return Day reminds both the win-

ners and losersthat their aim is not to per-
sist in partisan squabbling but rather to
work together for the benefit of the state
and of the country.”

J. Everett Moore, Jr., who as chair-
man of the Sussex County Republican
Party has helped bury the hatchet sever-
al times, said Return Day would work well
in small towns or counties throughout
America where residents and officials
know or know of each other. Large cities or
states that do little to embrace a commu-
nity feeling would be hard pressed to have
a Return Day-type celebration, he said.

“This is a small rural area where peo-
ple know each other, where they know
their candidates. We have a tendency to
be not as vicious. In those cases where we
do get testy, it’'s important to join together
and say, ‘That was our job during the polit-
ical process, now let’s move on.’”

Jean West, who served as president
of the Sussex County Return Day Com-
mittee for about twenty-five years before
stepping down several years ago, said she
hopes the people of Delaware always
honor the tradition.

“I know of no better way to show
future generations that there can be good
sportsmanship among candidates after a
hard and vigorouspolitical campaign,” she
said.

It is a lesson much of America could
learn from, whether the political game is
being played in the marbled halls of Wash-
ington, D.C., or in small towns nestled in
the cornfields of the Middle West, or
among the great redwoods of the Pacific
Northwest. After all, it is hoped that every-
one—citizens and politicians alike—wants
the same thing: a better government for
the people, by the people, of the people.m

Michael Mills is chairman of the communications
department at Delaware Technical and Commu-
nity College in Georgetown, Delaware.
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HOW WE VOTED

Fap Locations £ 04 S S S s g £°
£ |53 Sussex _
= B R = -
E §£ County 2l lsel B2 b e e |2 | 2 2 2le | |, . |.E .
z |5 52 (25 (28| 2 |zx (28 |2 [E2 |5 |LB (B (3B 5. 2. (2= (3= |5E | 2| 58
§ 12 2004 5 |22|55(z2 |55 |35 |2 |52 \5. |25 |55 | B2 |28 |58 (2B B8 | 5 |53 5|,
1 | 14 Lewes Fire Hal 988 [1,147| 7 | 527 (1,49, 16 | 2 |1,026]1,016] 63 [1,185{832 [ 22 | 6 | 892 [1,112 786 [1
2 | 14 | Rebobotk Fire Go., Station No. 2 825|772 8 | 464 [1,063] 5 | 6 |783 | 771 | 23 |927|686] 9 | 7 |[772] 723 699
3 | 14 | Rehoboth Fire Hall, Rehobath Ave. 311|676 7 | 400|1,030] 7 | 6 | 765|686 | 20 | 835|576 | 11 | 8 | 706 | 691
4 | 14 | Rehoboth Elemeatary School 948 [1,076] 11 | 507 [1,435] 7 | 10 | 965 [1,005] 33 [1,046/866 | 7 | 10 | 894 | 990 805 |1
5 | 14 | Beocon Middle Scaool 808 [ 980 | 10 | 401 [1,263] 14 | 4 | 694 [ 813 | 61 [1,002[ 675 | 19 | 3 | 762 | 926 745
6 | 14 [IR Fire Company, Substotion 769 {086 ] 3 | 485 |1,202] 6 | 7 (831843 | 59 | 920|730 | 23 | 4 [ 770 ] 889 710
7 | 14 |Cape Henlopen High School, Kings Highway 750 [1,119] 9 | 411 [1,372| 11 | 7 | 851 (939 | 61 | 969 | 798| 16 | 7 | 743 [1,019 643 [1
8 | 30 |Miiord Middle School 66 | 395 4 | 35 | 220 | 3 | 1 | 76 |169| 14 | 93 |[153| @ | 1 | 62 |170 ] 61 | 199
9 | 33 | Miiord Middle School 313(654[ 8 | 152|791 | 5 | 9 |453|481| 36 |514 [412] 18 | 7 [ 364 | 542 185
10 | 33 | Witford Middle Schoot 78 | 216 2 | 47 |228| 7 | 7 | 93 | 183 | 13 | 126 | 148 | 7 | 2 | 109 | 177 | 78 | 209
1 | 35 | Greenwood Fire Hl 445 |1,235] 13 | 303 [1,294| 19 | 12 | 585 | 987 | 104 | 785 | 795 | 32 | 6 | 584 {1,009
2 | 35 |bridgeville Fire Hall 836 |1,358] 14 | 498 |1,567] 24 | 20 | 932 [1,127] 103 |1,166| 885 | 31 | 9 | 916 [1,145
3 | 35 | Woodbridge High School 97 268 2 | 56 | 299 3 | 1 | 143|200 | 23 [178 166 | 10 | O | 122|229
4 | 35 | Deloware Tech Higher Ed. Building 542 | 733 | 12 | 322|9892] 14 | 5 |5t [667| 81 |704485| 31 | 5 | 565 637
S | 35 | Redden Community Hall 1161200 3 | 73 [322] 4 | 6 |162 {233 20 (207|183 | 6 | 5 | 150 | 224
5 | 35 [Sussex Techical High School 208 | 451 | 4 | 137|515 | 6 | 2 | 245|372 55 | 331|292 27 [ 1 [ 265 386
7 | 35 |Eikndale Fire Holl 156|251 1 |102(200| 3 | 3 |56 [217 [ 29 [217|163 ] 12 | 2 | 169 [ 218
1 | 36 | Luly Ress Eormentary School 531 | 851 | 13 | 266 [1,071] 11 | 12 | 643 | 662 | 65 | 761 | 564 | 24 | & | 562 | 769 318 |1
7 | 36 | Lule Ross Elementary School 500{ 972 6 | 269 (1,153 12 | 6 | 684 | 724 ( 55 | 792 | 615 20 | O | 586 | 817 330 [1
3 | 36 |Skaughter Neck Community Center 510 | 657 | 7 | 259851 | 3 | 6 |570 | 5551 28 | 684436 ] 10 | 1 | 516588 384
4 | 36 | Morrs Early Learming Center 496 | 818 | 7 | 286|967 | 14 | 7 [556 | 644 | 96 (731 |512 | 31 | 4 | 575 678
5 | 36 |Debaware Tech Jason Buiding 121 256] 2 | 60 307 | 1 | 2 |12 [232| 18 [195|169 | 5 | 1 | 152|218
6 | 36 | Moriwer Middie School 552 1610 | O | 314|796 & | 9 | 568|538 | 36 |673 417 | 18 | 7 | 581 | 519
7 | 36 | H.0. brittingham School 721 [1,108| 12 | 413 [1,349) 11 | 4 809 | 957 | 53 [953 | 781 | 18 | 2 | 770 [ 970 614 [
8 | 36 | Ellendale Fire Hall 354 [ 491 | 3 | 210|595 7 | 6 | 371 | 388 66 |479 (3031 17 | 6 | 408 | 397
T | 37 | Lewes Middle School 976 | 965 | 12 | 456 |1,345] 9 | 3 [1,001| 630 | 29 [1,072| 697 | 10 | 6 | 742 {1,028 652 |
2 | 37 | Shields Elementary Schoo! 821 [1,071] 10 | 425 [1,07] 7 | 10 | 893 | 941 | 51 [1,087] 773 | 17 | & | 787 |1,012 711 |
3 | 37 |DeIDOT Buiking, routes 9 uad 20 494 1 815] 11 | 286|976 | 10 | 6 [482 ] 753 | 60 | 655 | 587 | 20 | 3 [ 540 | 711 476
4 | 37 | Harheson Chordh Hall 12(219] 5 | 56 |260| & | 3 |113 204 | 18 (142 (182 7 | O [ 126 | 199
S | 37 | Georgetown Hementary School 287 | 702| 6 [140({825] 8 | 5 |364 |[598| 26 [471]499] 7 | © 361606
6 | 37 | N. Georgetown Hlementary Schodl 629 | 980 | 15 | 308 |1,233| 15 | 16 | 656 | 873 | 61 | 861 | 672 | 22 | 9 | 695 | 845
7 | 37 |Sussex Contral High School 260 | 496 | 5 | 139|604 | 6 | 1 |279|437| 42 [405[332| 10 [ 0 [328 [ 416
3 | 37 | DelDOT Transportation Buikding, S. Bediord St. 1351148 0 | 69 |193| 3 | 6 |131 (138 15 (170 96 | 5 | 4 [142] 132
T | 38 IR High School 04 {1,267| 10 | 327 [1,458] 12 | 6 | 763 |1,022| 60 | 676 | 891 | 19 | 3 | 642 [1,126
2 | 38 [Milville Fre ol 571 | 958 | 8 | 363 [1,082] 12 | 6 |686|769] 41 |795 [641 ] & | 1 |613|812
3 | 38 | Lord Balfimore Elesmentary 857 [1,367] 9 | 528 (1,501] 20 | 5 |1,073|1,076] 49 [1,158[ 923 | 21 | 6 | 865 [1,202
4 | 38 | Bethany Beach Fire Hal 656 |1,000] 5 | 365 |1,232| 10 | 6 |822|809| 12 [869 [7i6 [ 2 [ 5 | 600|919
5 | 38 | Feawick Island Town Hal a1 7200 4 1254|855 6 | 2 | 561|570 17 | 561 [518| 7 | 3 | 419|658
6 | 38 | Roxana Fire Substation 554 {915 5 |412|9047| 10 | 6 |770 [ 644 | 39 [ 788677 | 11 | 1 | 593|750
7 | 38 |Roxan Fire Hall 673 (1,147| © | 425 (1,304 14 | 12 | 820 | 917 | 66 | 956 | 753 | 22 | 11 | 705 | 985
8 | 38 |Selbyvibe Middle School 307 |493| 3 |149(586) 5 | 4 |282 (367 | 26 [428]206 | 7 | 1 | 315 401
T | 39 [Sectord Middle School 151 | 387 | 5 | 90 |439] 1 | 0 [195|318| 25 [257 [259 | 6 | 1 [ 169 ] 351
2 | 39 | Seatord Senior High Schaol 523 | 856 | 12 | 234 {1,000] 8 | 10 |599 [ 713 | 34 | 716 | 590 | 9 | 4 [539[756
3 | 39 | Seatord Sesior High School 391 | 6511 3 | 188|816 | 4 | 3 | 450 | 541 30 | 542 | 445] 10 [ 1 | 360 | 607
4 | 39 | Souford Giy Hul Amex 518 | 6551 6 | 263|866 8 | 6 |537 |583| 37 | 665|446 | 13 | 2 | 489 [ 596
S | 39 | West Seaford Hementary 352 |700| 8 | 154 (863 | 4 | 7 |465 (534 46 (577 [423| 8 | 3 [ 370618
6 | 39 | Shodes Fire Hall 327 | 739 5 | 210 | Q05| 11 | 7 |469 |635 | 51 | 603 |492 | 19 | 3 | 432 [ 673
7 | 39 | Blades Elementary 335 | 466 | 5 | 195|562 | 5 | &4 |337 |400| 53 [ 475 (269 18 | 4 | 356 [ 393
1 | 40 | North Lavrel Elementary 389 | 823| 8 | 275 (1,005 11 | 4 | 566|686 | 63 | 746 | 514 | 28 | 5 [ 598 | 674
2 | 40 | Lovel Cirl. Middle School Fieldhouse 491 [1,240] 11 | 282 (1,395 15 | 7 | 661 | 950 | 107 | 678 | 773 | 34 | 3 | 655 [1,010
3 | 40 |Laurd Fire Hal 431 | 404 | 3 | 265|541 | 4 | 7 (444|249 32 546 |247| 8 | 2 [472 ]330
T | 40 | Laurel High School 348 | 791 O [206| 801 | 4 | 7 |490 580 65 |624 |472| 17 | 3 | 473 | 622
5 | 40 | Lavrel High School 274 [ 436 | 5 | 150 [ 559 ] 2 | 2 | 345 | 337 27 | 427 (256 7 | 3 329|345
% | 40 | Delmur fire Hol 261 [ 780 5 | 162|828 | 6 | & | 426|555 48 | 517 | 458 | 12 | 3 | 350 | 621
7 | 40 | Delmar High School 476 | 849 | 13 | 275|997 | 10 | 5 |676 | 555 | 73 | 755|475 | 25 | & | 583 | 653
1 | 3T | Gumboro Fice Hall 99 | 816| 6 | 152|931 8 | 4 |38 685 | 81 [ 549 522 | 16 | 1 | 364 | 720
Z | 41 | tast Millsboro Elementary 206 | 608 5 | 164 [713] 7 | 2 |357 [494| 51 |442 (418 [ 16 | 2 | 331 | 542
3 [ A1 [ Franklord Fire Hall 352 | 439 3 | 193|573 | 8 | 5 | 391 | 367 | 31 [489 [266 | 14 | 3 | 362 | 395
§ | 8T | Dagshore Fire Hall 331 [ 676 O | 190|792 | 12 | 5 [397 | 558 | 49 | 500 [458 | 19 | 6 | 376 | 587
5 [ A1 [ Sussex Contral Widdle Sthoo] 492 [ 814 | 12 | 267 |1,005| 10 | 6 | 576 | 657 | 59 | 736 [516 | 17 | 1 | 510 | 742
& [ AT [Milisbare Cvic Center 317|417 | B | 177|532 | 8 | 2 | 326 |3/6| 32 |403 [291 | 11 | 3 | 316 | 382
7 | A7 | Oak Ordvard Fire A 715 | 789 | 11 | 421 |1,000] 13 | 5 |[663 | 732 | 65 | 844 | 547 | 30 | 7 | 668 [ 733
8 | 41 | Long Nedk Bementary Schaol 713|969 | 6 | 448 [1,126] 15 | 10 | 787 | 788 | 78 | 876 | 674 | 33 | 5 | 699 | 859
G | A1 | Mid Sussox Rescre Squod 147 (225 4 |102[250| 4 | 2 | 158|190 17 | 193|156 | 8 | 2 | 175 | 183 163
Flection Totals for SUSSEX COUNTY [30.098[47,003| 454 16,783]16,783| 551 | 371 |34,271|38,967| 3,003 |41,085 31,667 1,003 | 249 [31,484[47.231] 139 | 408 | 8,221 |
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RETURN DAY
PROGRAM

11:30 AM. — LUNCHEON FOR CANDIDATES
(Thomas C. Mulligan Hall, Grace
Methodist Church, South King Street,
Georgetown )

1:30 PM. — PARADE
(Starts promptly at 1:30 from
Georgetown High School. Will travel
East on Market St.)

3:00 PM. — OFFICTAL RETURNS

Announcement by James F. Walls

PUBLIC SPEAKING
(at the Circle)

AWARDS

4:30 P.M. — OLD-FASHION OX ROAST
(Just off Circle on North Bedford
Street )



PR AT {1 JIR .E

National Anthem ....... Sussex Central High School Band
Invocation............ The Reverend Charles E. Covington
Greetings .........cco0vvninnnnann Mr. Houston Wilson
Weleome . ......ooveienan, Mayor W. Layton Johnson

Announcement of National, State and County Returns. .. ..
.+« Mr. Ronald Dodd

Brief Remarks --

Gov, Russell Peterson
Lt. Gov. Eugene Bookhammer
U, 8. Senator J. Caleb Boggs
U. 8. Representative William V. Roth
Former Gov. Elbert N. Carvel
Former Sen. J. Allen Frear
Brig. Gen. Lawrence F. Snoddy, USMC

Introduction of National Candidates --
.« . By Mr. Houston Wilson

Address. .. ...... e err e Senator John J. Williams

Introduction of County Candidates --
- . - By Mr. Houston Wilson

Presentation of Awards .......... . . Parade Chairman,
.+ Mrs. Charlotte Campbell

Appreciation- - . ... iiinnn Chairman, Mra. Jean West

Benediction. . ......... The Reverend Charles E. Covington



LETTER OF THANKS

On behalf of the officers and directors of the
Sussex County Return Day Committee, I would like
to take this opportunity to express our sincere gratitude
to each and every person who has helped in so many
ways to make Return Day a reality again this year.

To all of the officers and directors, who have
spent so many hours and performed so many jobs
behind the scenes, I want to give a special word of
thanks. Without these dedicated and loval citizens, an
event like this could never take place.

In times such as we live today, with the civil
unrest at home and the troubled times around the
world, we are indeed fortunate to be able to have the
opportunity to celebrate our time honored Sussex
County Return Day. There is no other place in the
world, where, after an election both the winning and
the defeated candidates meet, shake hands and ride
in the same vehicle for a parade through the streets.

Let us always continue to celebrate Return Day
in Sussex County. I know of no better way to show
future generations that there can be good sportsman-
ship among candidates after a hard and vigorous
political campaign.

Hohn I. Punell

Chairman
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SBussex County
Return Bay Committee, Iur,

1972 OFFICERS
Mrs. Jean West, President
Mrs. Charlotte Campbell, Vice President
Mrs. Carol W. Collins, Secretary
John T. Purnell, Treasurer

HONORARY DIRECTORS

Richard L. Timmons
Wm. E. Chandler, Jr.
John L. Briggs

DIRECTORS

Mrs. Nell Barr W. Layton Johnson
H. Eugene Bowne Robert L. Littleton
George F. Couch Gordon C. McFadden
Mrs. Claire Croll  Anthony Racaniello
Ronald F. Dodd Vincent J. Sears
Miles L. Frederick John E. Unruh

Master of Ceremonies -- Mr. Houston Wilson
Parade Marshall -- Mrs. Edna Layton

Old Timers Judges
Mrs. Mabel Lambden
Mrs. Carilee Short

Antique Car Judges

Mr. John S. Cordrey
Mr. James P. Hammond, Jr,
Mr. Andrew Rice

Parade Judges

E. Richard Haarde
Joseph F. Hulihan
William T. Quillen
Charles F. Smith
Glenn T. Smoot
Preston C. Townsend

Pariade Announcer -- Mr. ““‘Country Chuck’ Manning



RETURN DAY PROGRAM

11:00 A.M. -- LUNCHEON FOR CANDIDATES
. Georgetown Fire House,
South Bedford Street

1:30 P.M. -- PARADE

{ Starts promptly at 1:30 P. M. from George-
toewn High School. Willtravel Easton Market
Street.)

3:00 B.M. -- OFFICIAL RETURNS
Announcement by Ronald Dodd

PUBLIC SPEAKING
( 2t The Circle)

AWARDS

4:00 P.M. -- BAND CONCERT
(First United States Army Band, Fort
George . Meade, Maryland, Conductor and
Commanding Officer, Chief Warrant Officer,
Harold M. Emigh)

4:30 P.M. -- OLD FASHION OX ROAST
(Just off Circle on North Bedford St.)



PROGRAM AT THE CIRCLE

National Anthem ....... Sussex Central High School Band
Invocation. ........... The Reverend Charles E. Covington
Greetings ............... ... .. Mr. Houston Wilson
Welcome........covvevunnnn. Mayor W. Layton Johnson

Announcement of National, State and County Returns. . ...
... Mr. Ronald Dodd

Brief Remarks --
Gov. Russell W. Peterson
Lt. Gov. Eugene Bookhammer
U.S. Senator J. Caleb Boggs
U.S. Senator William V. Roth
U.S. Representative Pierre S. duPont IV
Former Gov. Elbert N. Carvel
Former Sen. J. Allen Frear
Former Sen. John J. Williams
Col. Richard L. Lyman
Senior Army Advisor to the Delaware Army National Guard
Representing the Commander of the 1st United States Army

Lt. Col. J. Caleb Boggs Jr. - U.S.M.C.,
(VMF-321, MARTD)
Capt. James P. Adams - Dela. Army Nat’l. Guard
(Commanding Officer - 101 P1 DETA)

) Introduction of National Candidates -- ‘
... By Mr. Houston Wilson

) Address -c-cere e Dr. George M. Worrilow

Introduction of County Candidates --
. . . By Mr. Houston Wilson

Presentation of Awards ............... Parade Chairman,
. . Mrs. Charlotte Campbell

Appreciation. . .. ... Chairman, Mrs. Jean West

Benediction. . ......... The Reverend Charles E. Covington



Continued from inside front cover

It would seem that ‘‘Return Day’’ as we now know it
probably started with the election of 1830 or the Presi-
dential election of 1832. Certainly by the 1840s the custom
was well established.

Severul thousand perscns would pour into Georgetown
that morning coming on foot, in wagons drawn by mules,
horses, or oxen, incarriages ofalitypesand on horseback.

While walting {for the results the crowd listened to band
concerts, wagered on cockfights, and engaged in other
pasttimes. Soon merchants saw an opportunity for gain
and stalls and booths selling all kinds of food, clothing,
and other articles were set up.

The results were read from the door of the courthouse
at noon and were printed on a white sheet hoisted over
the courthouse door. The winning candidates were placed
on to the shoulders of their adherents and paraded around
the Green. A large pole was erected in the Green and the
emblem of the winning party was run up it. Generally an
ox roast was provided by the winners.

However, the spirit of gcod feeling and reconciliation
which marks the ‘‘Return Day’' of the present was not
always there in the old days. The losers quite often did not
take their defeat with good grace and in one fight in 1844
a Dagsboro man was killed.

One of the flags made for the victorv of Polk in 1844
for ‘‘Return Day’’ was carried by a group of voters going
to the polls in 1862. The Civil War was being fought and
feelings were running high. The Republicans had had the
Lincoln administration bring in out-of-state scldiers
to guard the polls. These soldiers did not recognize the
Poulk flag, thought it was a Confederate one, so they tore
it to pieces andarrestedall cfthe men who had been carry-
ing 1it.

Generally there was a spirit of jollification with many of
the participants appearing in old c¢lothes dug out of attics
and others in outlandish costumes they improvised. The
news of the good times tobehadin Georgetown on ““Return
Day’’ spread and many people from the Eastern Shore of
Marvland came into the town on that day to join the fun
even though they had no interest in the cutcome of the
election.

One of the best descriptions of ““Return Day’’ was that
published in the Wilmington Every Evening which sent a
city slicker down to Georgetown to cover the event in
1872 just one hundred vears ago. Excerpts from his story
follow:
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Suasex County

Return Bay Tommittee, Inc.

1974 OFFICERS

Mrs. Jean West, President
Ronald Dodd, Vice President
Mrs. Carol Collins, Secretary
John T. Purnell, Treasurer

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Oliver E. Hill
Ralph Benson
John Cannon
Williamn Chandler
Richard Timmons
DIRECTORS
Mrs. Nell Barr Robert Littleton
Eugene Bowne Jack W. Owens
Mrs. Charlotte Campbell Anthony Racaniello
George Couch Vincent Sears
Mrs. Claire Croll John Unruh
Miles Frederick Mrs. Rosalie Walls

W. Layton Johnson

Master of Ceremonies -- Mr. Houston Wilson
Parade Marshall -- Mrs. Edna Layton

Old Timners Judges

Mrs, Mabel Lambden
Mrs, Carilee Short

Antique Car Judges

Mr. John S. Cordrey
Mr. James P. Hammaond, Jr.
Mr. Andrew Rice

Parade Judges

Mr. Ralph Aurillo
MTr. George Bryson
Mr. Ned Hankins

Mr. Charles G. Lamb
Mr. Charles F. Smith
Mrs. Irene Shendoan

Parade Announcer -- Mr. Jeffrey C. Pringle



RETURN DAY PROGRAM .

11:00 a.m. — LUNCHEON FOR CANDIDATES
Georgetown Fire House
South Bedford Street

1:30 P.M. — PARADE
(Starts promptly at 1:30 P.M. from Georgetown High
School. Will travel East on Market Street )

3:00 P.M. - QFFICIAL RETURNS
Announcement by Ronald Dodd

PUBLIC SPEAKING
(At the Circle)

AWARDS

4:00 P.M, — EAND CONCERT
{First United States Army Band, Fort George G. Meade,
Maryland, Conductor, Warrant Officer James C. Choates;
Assistant, Sergeant Michael Oniffrey)

4:30 P.M, — OLD FASHION OX ROAST
(Just off Circle on North Bedford Street)



PROGRAM AT THE CIRCLE

National Anthem.......cccvveeveiiinins Sussex Central High School Band
1011 11711 A UOTOR PR Mrs. Jane Helm
INVOCALION. ...cicvririrssicrinisansssrrens The Reverend Charles E. Covington
GTeetiNES....verersisisitiniisiiarinesvssssnnran s snmmarasststnsreas Mr. Houston Wilson
WelCOmME. v rmrmenrerisiassararar e nananasasatsussansnssns Mayor W. Layton Johnson
First Official Sussex County Flag Raising.......ccooiviiicinvinencnnnan.

..... William C. Scott - designer of the first Official Sussex County Flag

Sussex County Bi-Centennial Flag Raising...
..... Oliver E. Hill - Presulent SussexCuu.uty Councnl

Announcement of National, State and County Returns............
...Mr, Ronald Dodd
AGOIESS. ceiererevirirertvrssssransnsnsarmmansssssrsassorssansarsassaanas Dr. John A, Munroe

Brief Remarks —

Gov.Sherman W, Trihbitt

Lt. Gov. Engene D. Bookhammer
U.S. Senator William V. Roth

U.S. Senator Joseph R. Biden
U.S. Representative Pietre S. duPont, IV
Former Gov. Russell W. Peterson
Former Gov. Elhert N. Carvel
Former Sen. John J. Williams
Former Sen. J. Allen Frear
Former Sen. J. Caleb Boggs

Maj. Gen. William H. Blakefield
Deputy Commanding General

First United States Army
Introduction of County Candidates.....cc.ccceuvmueiisisianras Mr. Houston Wilson
Presentation of AWATS.....c.ccvveeevevsrnreserererseranene. PArade Co-Chairman,

...Mrs. Charlotte Campbell
Appreciation..........ccocoviinniminamaravsssesaaas Chairman, Mrs. Jean West

Benediction.....oeeecereencirncvinies The Reverend Charles E. Covingion



Continued from inside front cover

It would seem that ‘‘Return Day’’ as we now know it
probably started with the election of 1830 or the Presi-
dential election of 1832. Certainly by the 1840s the custom
was well established.

Several thousand persons would pour into Georgetown
that morning coming on foot, in wagons drawn by mules,
horses, or oxen, incarriagesofall types and on horseback.

While waiting for the results the crowd listened to band
concerts, wagered on cockfights, and engaged in other
pasttimes. Soon merchants saw an opportunity for gain
and stalls and booths selling all kinds of food, clothing,
and other articles were set up.

The results were read from the door of the courthouse
at noon and were printed on a white sheet hoisted over
the courthouse door. The winning candidates were placed
on to the shoulders of their adherents and paraded around
the Green. A large pole was erected in the Green and the
emblem of the winning party was run up it. Generally an
oX roast was provided by the winners.

However, the spirit of good feeling and reconciliation
which marks the ‘‘Return Day’’ of the present was not
always there in the old days. The losers quite often did not
take their defeat with good grace and in one fight in 1844
a Dagsboro man was killed.

One of the flags made for the victory of Polk in 1844
for ‘‘Return Day’’ was carried by a group of voters going
to the polls in 1862. ~he Civil War was being fought and
feelings were running uigh. The Republicans had had the
Lincoln administration bring in out-of-state soldiers
to guard the polls. These soldiers did not recognize the
Polk flag, thought it was a Confederate one, so they tore
it to pieces and arrestedall of the men who had been carry-
ing it.

Generally there was a spirit of jollification with many of
the participants appearing in old clothes dug out of attics
and others in outlandish costumes they improvised. The
news of the good times tobe hadin Georgetown on ‘‘Return
Day’’ spread and many people from the Eastern Shore of
Maryland came into the town on that day to join the fun
even though they had no interest in the outcome of the
election.

One of the best descriptions of ‘‘Return Day’’ was that
published in the Wilmington Every Evening which sent a
city slicker down to Georgetown to cover the event in
1872 just one hundred years ago. Excerpts from his story
follow:



‘‘Strolling from the Brick Hotel kept by a New Castle
man, J. H. Wood, I found in front of the courthouse and on
either side of the main street leading to the jail work
benches, tables, and temporary stands, numbering 30 or 40
and called stalls and many were the boxes of confections
on them.”’

“By 10 o’clock people of both sexes and all colors
dressed in every manner and style, in wagons drawn
by one, two and four horses with mule teams as well
poured in from all directions. The ladies especially
were gotten up well and I doubt not Harpers would have
sent one of the best artists of the fashion world had they
known of the day.

‘‘By noon at least 2,000 persons had been added to the
town’s population for every avenue, lane, alley and street
were lined with wagons in which old fashioned settees
and chairs, some going back to Revolutionary times, had
been installed as seats.’’

‘‘Many dined at the hotels, others fared sumptuously
in their wagons and carriages while others enjoyed roast
beef, turkey, chicken, fish, coon, rabbits and possum at
will, all of which could be had among the stalls cooked to
order. Many ladies who had not visited the ‘‘Capitol’’
since the last ‘‘Return Day’’ could be seen in the crowd
buying nicknacks for ‘‘the little ones’’

‘‘A part of the programme of thedayis to see that young
girls are treated. A pretty young lady, whether acquainted
or not, is licensed to receive a box of candy and be it
said for the young gentlemen of Sussex that no pretty
damsel goes away empty.”’

This writer was not interested in the outcome of the
election because his paper had already announced that
Grant had carried the State and nation. Even Sussex,
a Democratic stronghold, had given Grant a majority
of 58 since the Democrats could not stand Horace Greeley,
their own candidate, whom they considered too radical.

The unidentified writer stressed that ‘‘Return Day’’
was peculiar to Sussex County. In New Castle and Kent
the returns were generally known the same night and
then the winners would hold their ‘‘Jubilation’’ consisting
of a parade and speeches by the winners as long as a week
after the election.

In 1882 the feature of the ‘‘Return Day’’ parade was a
boat mounted on wheels rigged like a ship and labeled
‘“Old Constitution’’. Six men on horseback rode in front
of it and 120 more in back of it. On the quarter deck
was Governor-elect Charles Stockley who was cheered
as the craft moved along the streets.













































George Mitchell

In observance of Georgetown’s bicentennial in 1991, the Sussex County Return
Day Committee is honoring George Mitchell, for whom the Town is named.

Shortly after the boundary dispute between the heirs of William Penn and Lord
Baltimore was settled in 1775 and Sussex County expanded to its present borders,
two petitions signed by 979 inhabitants of Sussex County were presented to the
General Assembly praying that the County Seat be removed from Lewes and more
centrally located.

. On January 29, 1791, an act was passed authorizing the removal of the County
Seat from Lewes to a new site at “*James Pettyjohn’s old field”, near the center of the
county. The same act named George Mitchell, Robert Houston, William Moore,
John Collins, Nathaniel Young, William Perry, Rhoads Shapkland, Woodman
Stockley, Daniel Polk and Thomas Batson as commissioners and charged them to
purchase up to 100 acres of land and construct a new courthouse and jail.

On May 9, 1791, the commissioners met at the house of Abraham Harris and
negotiated the purchase of 50 acres from him, buying also 25 acres from Rowland
Bevins and one acre from Joshua Pepper. Commissioner Rhoads Shankland began to
survey the new town the same day.

On October 26, 1791, the General Assembly oflicially moved the Seat of Justice to
the new County Seat and named it Georgetown in honor of Commissioner George
Mitchell, who was active in the movement o centralize the County Seat.

Little is known about George Mitchell, except of his career in the General
Assembly. In January 1788, he was elected one of the three presidential electors from
Delaware. Milchell, along with Gunning Bedford and John Banning voted for
George Washington for President and John Jay for Vice-President, Washington was
inaugurated on April 30, 1789.

Mitchell was elected as a delegate from Sussex County on September 8, 1791 to the
Constitutional Convention for the State. He served in the Delaware House of
Representatives from 1784 to 1788. He was elected to the Delaware Senate in 1788
and served as Speaker of the Senate from 1788 to 1790.

{Return Day coin featuring George Mitchell designed by John T. Purnell)



(Be Sussex County”
Return, Day Gomym;ttee, Inc.

Officers

ROSALIE B. WALLS, President
GEORGE F, COUCH, Vice-President
ELEANOR RAYE WARRINGTON, Secretary
W. LAYTON JOHNSON, Treasurer

Directors

JOSEPH W. BOOTH
RICHARD M. CALHOUN
CHARLOTTE P. CAMPBELL
ANN COUCH

CLAIRET. CROLL
RONALD F. DODD
CAROLYN GREEN
DALLAS GREEN

RICHARD T. HUDSON
ALLAN KUJALA

WILLIAM G. LAMBDEN
WILLIAM H. LAWSON
CHRISTINE LECATES
WILLIAM LECATES
DANIEL L. MILBURN
JOHN T. PURNELL
CINDY PUSEY
ANTHONY RACANIELLO
JAY M. STEVENS

ELMER WALLS

Honorary Directors

RALPH BENSON
County Council

DALE DUKES
County Council

WILLIAM D, STEVENSON
County Council President

GEQORGE COLE
County Council

R. JAMES MARINER
County Council

ROBERT L. STICKELS
County Administrator



1990 Program, of Events

9:00 a.m.

to Dusk

10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

to Noon

10:30 a.m.

11:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

1:00 p.m,

3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

3:30 pm.

4:00 p.m.

4:00 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

FOOD & CRAFT BOOTHS
(The Circle & Market St. area)

RETURN DAY MARKER DEDICATION
(The Circle between banks)

OLD COURTHOUSE TOQURS
(South Bedford Street)

MUSIC ON THE CIRCLE
Performance by “Back In Time”

LUNCHEON FOR CANDIDATES
AND HONORED GUESTS

Sussex Central High School
Prepared by Bread of Life

CONCERT ON THE CIRCLE
Delaware State College Marching Band
Under the direction of Randolph Johnson
SINGING ON THE CIRCLE

Laurel High School Chorus
Under the direction of Penny Denney

RETURN DAY PARADE

From Sussex Central High School, halfway around

The Circle to King Street and westward on Pine
treet, back to starting point at school.

CEREMONIES ON THE CIRCLE

MUMMERS ON THE CIRCLE
Performance by Hegeman String Band
A Mummers unit from Philadelphia

OX ROAST ON THE CIRCLE
Free open pit barbecued beef sandwiches,
northeast corner of The Circle

STREET DANCE ON THE CIRCLE
Music by “Back in Time”

BLUE GRASS ON THE CIRCLE
Blue grass & country music by
“E.Z. Pickins” at the Ox Roast

FIREWORKS FINALE



1990 Return, Day Parade

THE 1990 SUSSEX COUNTY RETURN DAY PARADE IS DEDICATED TO THE
MEMORY OF CARL R. WALLS, A MEMBER OF THE RETURN DAY BOARD OF
DIRECTORS AND PARADE CHAIRMAN FOR ANUMBER OF YEARS. HE LOVED
THIS BIENNIAL CELEBRATION AND WORKED DILIGENTLY TO MAKE QUR
PARADE ONE OF THE LARGEST AND MOST UNIQUE ON DELMARV A,

THE SUSSEX COUNTY RETURN DAY COMMITTEE WQULD LIKE TO AC-
KNOWLEDGE THE SUPPORT IT RECEIVED IN THE PAST FROM FORMER U.S.
SENATOR AND MRS, JOHN J. WILLIAMS, STATE REPRESENTATIVE CLIFF LEE,
AND GEORGETOWN EUSINESSMAN WILSON G. BOYER. EACH LOOKED
FORWARD TO RETURN DAY AND WILL BE MISSED THIS YEAR.

Grand Marshall
Sussex County Administrator
ROBERT L. STICKELS

Parade Judges
GROVER BIDDLE TED CLARK
Director of Governmental Relations Political Columnist
Delaware Development Office The Whale & Sussex Post
SCORCHY TAWES MRS. CLIFF (JANET) LEE
Feature Correspondent Secretary
WBOC-Channel 16 Centenary Methodist Church
JOAN CRAFT SYLVIA REYBURN
Volunteer Services Coordinator President - Liberty Bell Chapter
Stockley Center Telephone Pioneers of America
JACK OWENS

Director - Southern Campus
Delaware Technical & Community College

Parade Announcers

Judges Stand Speakers Platform
{North Race Streer) (The Circle)
KEVIN SHORT DAN GAFFNEY
MSA Recording Studios Program Director
BILL GRASTON WGMD Radio
WECY - Radio JOHN SMITH
NORMAN TATE Delaware State Fire School

Past President
Sussex County Volunteer Firemans Assoc.
Fire Equipment Judges
WAYNE HUTCHINSON JOSEPH MUROBITO
Delaware State Fire School Delaware Slate Fire School
Old Timer Costume Judges

BLANCHE EPQLITO ETHEL ROCKEMANN
Past President Past President
Georgetown Historical Society Indian River DSFSA









History"¢f Return, Day”

Despite its mispronunciation by most non-residents, “Return Day” has less
to do with hearing the election returns than with Sussex Countians and others
coming together to celebrate the end of the vigorous campaign and to begin
the political healing process.

Although the date of the first “Return Day” in Georgetown is uncertain, it
could have been as early as 1792. The State Law in 1791 removing the
County seat from Lewes to a new place later named Georgetown required all
votes to be cast in the County seat on election day.

The same voters would “return” two days later to hear the results, In 1811
voting districts in the individual hundreds were established, but the Board of
Canvassers presided over by the Sheriff would meet two days later in
Georgetown to announce the final tally.

Naturally, the gathering of two or three thousand politicians, supporters
and curious on-tookers made for a very festive atmosphere. J. Thomas Scharf
in 1888 described “Return Day™ in the History of Delaware as “one of the
customs peculiar to the people of Sussex, from time immemorial, is to hold
high carnival on the day when the results of a general election are announced.

“By early in the morning people from all parts of the county, and even from
Maryland; may be seen coming to the county-seat, some walking, others on
horseback, and still others in wagons and carts, drawn by one or more oxen,
by an ox and a horse, an ox and a mule, or several oxen and a horse, the
vehicle being gayly decorated with bright colors or flags.

“Often this crowd presents a motley appearance, some being dressed in
costumes which were used in primitive times, and others purposely arraying
themselves in an outlandish manner to give more zest to the spirit of the
occasion. The successful candidates also come to Town and are met by a great
crowd of admiring friends, who extend their congratulations in an unmistak-
able manner. Some of these candidates are taken up bodily, and are carried
around on men’s shoulders when the results are announced from the window
of the courthouse to the congregated mass below.

“Booths, stalls and stands are erected near the courthouse, where all kinds
of edibles, such as opossum and rabbit meat, fish and oysters, can be procured.
The women, who constitute a considerable portion of the crowd, are gener-
ously treated to cakes, candies and the best the booths afford.

“The citizens of the Town hold a general reception and all are expected to
help entertian the people, especially if they are friends of the successful party.
Everyone endeavors to make ‘Return Day’ a hilarious one, and all seem
willing to perpetuate a custom which is now peculiar to Sussex County alone,
and which sometimes brings three thousand people to Town.”






Return, Day Volunteers

Evelyn Baker
Sue H. Bariow
Gail Brown
Helen Buchanan
Mark Cashden
Jean Chafin
Vera Coleman
David Crede
Susan Crockent
Gus & Teresa Croll
Tammy Dorey
Jimmy Dukes
Amber Esham
Robin Esham
Betty Evans
Harvey Gregg
Constance Holifield
Charles Hawk
Walt Headley
Bob Hitchens

Ira & Shirley Hilchens

Joan Hitchens
Jim Hodgson
Debbie Hoison
Olive Holson
Steve Kremer
Joyce W. Lambden
Kirk Lawson
Kris Lawson
Tom Lockerman
Walter McFall
Hazel Meegan
Joan Messick
Joseph Messick
Isabelle Morris
Greg Pettyjohn
Mark Pettyjohn
Steve Pepper
Levita Robertson
Tom Rust
Lawrence Sammons

Margaret Short
Joe Smith
John Spicer
Violet W. Stout
Wayne Thornton
Henry Yogt
Biffy Walls
Harvey L. Walls
Francis Walls
Kevin Walls
Linda Walls
Mary Walls
Tony Walls
Russell ¥. Warrington
David Webb
Joyee Weston
Al Wilkins
Shelley Wilson
Mary Lou Workman
M. Lawrence Wilkins

Special thanks to the following people, businesses and organizations
for making Return Day 199H} a great success:

Greater Georgetown Chamber
of Commerce
Georgetown Package Store
Grotto Pizza - Lewes/Rehoboth Beach
Burger King - Georgetown
Jamesway - Georgetown
McDonald's - Georgetown
84 Lumber - Georgetown
Southern States
Draper King Cole - Milton
Morgan & Co. of New York - Smyrna
Thriftway - Georgetown
Food City - Georgetown
1.G. Townsend, Jr. & Co. - Georgetown
Showell Farms - Showell, Md.
Townsend’s, Inc. - Millsboro
Salisbury Pepsi - Salisbury, Md.
Perdue - Georgetown & Salisbury, Md.
¥lasic Foods, Inc. - Millsboro
Schmidt’s Bakery - Salisbury, Md.
Salisbury Caca Cola - Salisbury, Md.
Nutter D. Marvel Estale
Downes Center, Inc.

Meadows of Georgetown, Inc.
Delaware State Fire Marshall’s Office
Georgetown Fire Police
Georgetown Fire Company
Davi¢ A. Banks, Inc. - Georgetown
Bill Norwood
Rogers Graphics, [nc.
Captain Paul Cunningham - Troop 4
Captain Joseph Foreester - Troop §
Lt. Michael Cunningham - Troop 7
Wayne Hudson
Watls Builders, Inc.
Delaware Technical &
Community College
Delaware National Guard
Robert Martin for artwork services
Kevin Short - Mid-South Audio
The Insurance Exchange, Inc.
GFWC - Zwaanendael Club
The Ribbon Qutlet - Rehoboth Beach
Peninsula Bluegrass, Inc.

Roy Whaley
D.B. Screen Printing - Georgetown

American flags have been donated by American Legion Post 8 of Georgetown in honor of
our flag and American troops in Saudi Arabia. Distribuied by Boy Scout Troop 95 of
Georgetown,

Yellow ribbens denated by Rehoboth Unit of Disabled American Veterans and Chapier 8
Auxiliary lo show support for the American service men and women in the Persian Gulf.
Distributed by Junior Girl Scout Troop 701 of Georgetown.



Letter of c Appreciation,

On behalf of the Sussex County Return Day Committee, I would like to
say, “Greetings”, and welcome you to our historic Town of Georgetown, the
County Seat of Sussex,

Not only is Delaware the First State, but as far as we can tell we are the only
one in the country that celebrates this unique tradition, which may date back
as far as 1792.

The celebration today is also the kickoff for Georgetown®s bicentennial
celebration in 1991. We invite you to join us as we celebrate our birthday
throughout the year.

Since the early part of September, the new Board of Directors has faced
many challenges. However, through the combined efforts of the Committee
and many, many volunteers, everyone who attends Return Day 1990 will
experience a potpourri of entertainment, events and enjoyment.

This Return Day will be a dawn to dusk affair appealing to all age groups.
When this day ends with a burst of colorful fireworks over The Circle, the
time and talent volunteered for this event will be clear,

I have been inspired by the actions, accomplishments, and staunch support
received from my friends, because, to quote George Washington, “Actions,
not words, are the true criteria of the attachment of friends.”

I am especially grateful to the Sussex County Council for once again
providing the financial support necessary for this county-wide event, Several
Sussex County communities graciously donated funds and police services and
it is greatly appreciated.

The greatest praise must be reserved for the Town of Georgetown. Return
Day simply could not happen without the Town’s support. I received
complete cooperation from Mayor Joe Booth and Town Council, the
administration, the maintenance department and the police department. 1
thank each and every one of the Town employees for their kindness and
generosity.

Itis our hope you will enjoy your visit with us today so much that you will
want to bring a friend to the next Return Day on Thursday, November 5,
1992,

Best Wishes, _
SUSSEX COUNTY RETURN DAY, INC.

Rosalie B. Walls
President
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