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TO the hono~rable the Senate anct House· of Representatives of the State 
of Delaware-The petition of the subsctibers, citizens of Sussex coun
ty in the same state, respectfully submits thti following considerations 
with thei1' prayer for the relief, which these considerations suggest. 

1 
BY the laws of the land, in all e!ecti~tis of governor, senators and ,-epresentatives, a/1,0 efrepresentative 

to cong/-ess, lev_lj•Court commissioners, sherjfjs and coroners, eve1:9 w·hite fi·ee man of the age of twe11t9-oue 
.71ear.~, hm·ing re,·ided i11 the state two .1/eurs next bf/ore such election and within that lt11te paid a state or 
cou11t11 tax; wl,ich shall have been assessed six months bejo,·e the election, and !he sons q/ persons so 'fl.talfjied 
betw.,.{e_n !lie uges </I twenflj•One and twent_y-t:rn .1/eats; altlwugh not ha.:in!( pald taxes, ltai·e right to .. ·ote. 

}r"tti, .,e//:,r.;1dcnt, that this r~((ht to vote i~ of the greatest importance to those entitled to it. .For in 
the exercise of this right are chosen-those, who make the law~-those, who appoint the judges, jus
tices and officers to admin,ster the laws and by their acts and judgments to bi11d and cuntroul the 
persons and property of the whole community-those, who carr) into effect these acts and jnd"
ments-and those, who lay the taxes. The importance of this rixht requires, that all those entitled ~o 
it shonld enjoy it fully and equally acc·ording to the letter of the constitution, which declares, that 
" all elections ;hull be free aud ,q11al." EvPry voter must pay taxes to support government, There~ 
fore every voter ought, without inconvenience, to have a voice and consequent influence in choosin" 
those, wl,o administer the g-overnment; that there may be as,urance-that tho5e, who by way of sa":. 
laries receive the taxes paid by the people, shall render to the people an equivalent in their services; 
Jlrnt government 1hall be administered for the grneral good i and that in receiving benelits flowiu<>' 
trom go\lq'n~t none shall have undue and unmerited advantages over others. 

0 

• But'your pe~itioner~ consider, that under the present laws, owing to the circumstance that there is 
b1 ►t Qhe ·p~~ ir'i, this connty for holding the general election, all the voters in the county do notjullg 
and equa/111 enjoy their rigllt to vote, . . 

George-tO\l<ll is the place, at whid1 the general election in this county, accorcling to the present law, 
must be held. Many voters in the county live at the clistance of at least thirty miles from this place. 

Those voters living within six or seven miles from George-town, can without trouble, inconvenience or 
expense go to the general dection, 'even although the weather be bad or they have no means of con
veyance. The aged and infirm can in most cases go these d,stanccs. 

But those voters living at distances from fifteen to.thirty miles from George-town, cannot go to the gen
eral ~lection without much trouble, inconvenience and expense. Even in good weather, many voters, be
ing aged or infiun t>r having no means of conveyance, are prevented fa-om !(0:11g to the ele,:tion b11 the dis
tances, at which the_y live from tlic place of lw!ding it. To go these discanccs is a laborious, and in bad 
weather a very disagreeable task to those in good health and having good mea·ns of conveyance. 

The consequences a obvious. 
l. The right to vote is not ful{IJ e11jo_1jcd. For many voters in the county, at every election, are pre

vented from going to the election and giving their votes and thus enj ,1ying their lawful influence in 
the state, by the distances at which they live from the place of holdin!-( the election. 

~- Tha 1·i3ht to i-ote is not equal~IJ ,:i!J''.IJed. For while those voters living within six or seven miles 
from George-town can go to tbe elect1011 without trouble, inconve1iience or expense, those voters I, ving at 
distances from fifteen to rhiny miles from Geol'ge-town incur rbl1ch trohble, inconHnience and ex pe11se, 
which if accurately computed would be seen to be no small tax upon them, in going to the election. 
Int hi, pa1 ticular, there is great inequality; those voters living at ri;mote di,tances from George-town ex
periencing great disadvantages not folr by those living at smaH _distances from this pl.tee-that too, in 
exercising a most important right, which the constitution expl1c1tly declares •· shall be free ,md equal." 

The present law for holding the general election at ohe place only in the county subjects the distant 
11arts of the county to many other great and manifest disadvantages. 

For the distant parts of the county have not the effect of their numbers ancl of course not their law
ful influence in the elections, becaHse many voters living in such parts of the county are prevented 
from going to the elections by their distances from the place of holding t~em. 

l\lany other evils, ntccssarily 1e:,j,1'1ing from holding the general electton at one plac~th the 
county, ,nig ht !)e mentioned. Thes~ evils natu_rally suggest the'?selv~s, when it is ~ side.red that 
to exercise the 11nportant nght of votrng at electtons many voters 1n g01ng to and returnmg trom the 
place of holding the election ~rnst tr_avel forty, fifty and e~~n sixty miles. . . . 

For these evils the remedy 1s manifest and easy. lfprov1s1on were made by law for D1stnct-E!ectwns, 
every voter in the county_ wd_uld live so near to the pl_ace of h~lding the election in his district, as that 
he co 11 1cl attend and give m l11s vote without trouble, rnconvemence or e~pe;11se. ~n such case, no Pi'rts 
of the county w.:rnld enjoy undue advantages over other parts; every district, without regard to situ
ation would have in the gove1 nment the weight and influence of its own numbers l and the full sense 
of ev~ry part of the county would be expressed by the citizens meeting, deliberating and voting in 
thei, o-vn neie:hborhoods. __ _ 

If we cleeni'~d it necessary to cite example to prov~ the expediency of district-elections, we could 
find examples for that purpose in_ all the neighbo!·i~g ~tates. !'or these, and most 1f not all the states 
in tilt! union .. have adoptccl and highly approve of d1stnct-elect10ns. . 

Your pelitiori.ers t_herefore pray the hononrabl_e the Senate and House of Representatives of the State, 
·of l)e.laware to p1 v1de by law for Distnct-Blectwns. 

. f • - • • • , , • . lJ- • • _. {J} ~ And your petition~rs shall ever pray, &c-0 ~ 

(?~ • f: ,- Z4,']i: i;&a,1,-i,~~ \ J.:PYJ' y.,.,,, 
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~,,,_~ • . ~ - ~l "'-''k~ - I (vfh'C,.J tJtd 
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'ln/d~~ d hH$1 14 ,/-'~,C/7,f;,,,.,.; 

I 



\ 

t• 



I 
I 

t i . 
i. .,,t 

To the honourabfe the Senate and House of lteprtsentatives of the State 
of Delaware-The,petition of the subscribers,-citizens of Sussex coun

;_ i-Y in the s·an1e state, respectfully submits the following considerations 
,vith thefr prayer for the relief, w.qich these oonside:rations suggest. 

• BY the laws of the land, in all electiri1is of governor, senators and represenlatives, a!,)o ef represenlatit•e 
to con!(ress, lev_if•Court commissio1,ers, sh<>rjffs and coroners, eve,:'! ,e,hite Ji·ee mau uf' the a/(e of twentlf•Oue 
.11ears, h(ki,~~ re .. ided in the state two ,1/ears next before such election med within that tiiue paid a ~late or 
coun~lj tax; u,hich sliall have been assessed six months before the electio11, and tlee sons qt per.wm.'f so 1ualft,,ecl · 
between ti,~ ag e.9. qf hoen~lf•One and twen~tj·l=e·o .'ft!UIW; ulthouxh not lw,.:ing pmd laxes, hat·e right to t•ole. 

It is self:e-.:zdent, tliat this right to vote is of the greatest importance to those entitled to it. .For in 
the exercise of this ri~ltl are chosen-thoRe, who make the law s-~sA,_wllo appo~ t\J,e judges, jus
tices-and officer~ to admin,ster the laws and by their acts and judgment$ t~ . bi11d a-t'lq controul the 
persons and property of the whole commonity.,.those, who carr} into effect these acts and jndg-
;nents-and those, who lay the taxes. The impoitance of this r._if!,llt reqnire,s., t~at, aH those e'ntiilecl to 
it should ~njoy it folly _ and equall1, a,~co,rding to tf~ ,kHer of' the constitution, which declare,5, that 
" all electw.'l.ls ,)hall be free and rqua'l:'' Ev~ry voter must pay taxes to support 2overnment. fi)ere-
fore every voter ough.t, without inconvenience, to pave a voice and consequent inffnence in choosino-
those, who administer the government; that there' may be assurance-that tho~e, who by way of sa~ 
laries receive the taxes paid by the people, shall render to the people an equivalent in their services; 
that go\'ern1rent ~hall be adn1inistered for the grneral good; and that in receiving benefiti:; flowing 
from government none shall have undue and unmerited adva .. tages over others. 

But your petitioners; consider, that under the present laws, owing to the ci_rcumstanc~ that there is 
but one place in this county for holding the ge.neral election, all the voters in the connty do-notjutly 
and equal!'// enjoy their ri{(ht lo vote. . 

(~eorge-town is the place, at which the general etection in this county, ~t'cording to the present law, 
must be held. Many voters in the county live at the distance of at l~ast thi\-ty miles from this plal"e. 

Those voters living within six or seven miles from George-town, can Witho~t trouble, inl'onvenience or 
expense go to tlie general election, even although the weather be bad or they have no means ot con.' 
veyance. The aged and infirm can in most cases go these distances. . 

But those voters living at distances from fifteen to tl}irty miles from George-town, cannot go to the g~n
eral ·election without much trouble, inconvenience and expense. Even in good wea1l,er, ruany voters, be
ing aged or infirm or having no means of conveyance, are pret.:entedfiTJm going to the elecLion 611 the dis
tances, at which the_'! live from tlee plact! of l,olding it. To go these discances is a laborious, and ifl bad 
weather a very disagreeable task to those in good health and having good m~anl! o( conveyance. • 

The consequences are obv 'ous. •1, • • •. • • 

1. The ,·ight to vote is not ,1~1/ e11io.1Jed. For many voters in· the county\ at every election, are pre
vented from going to the el ction and giving their votes and thus enjnying their lawful influence in 
the state, by the distances a which they live from the place of holdin~ the eled;on. 

:2. ~'lie right to vote is not '(l.ualf;9 :ery'vg~1· Jor w-hi¼e . e voters livi11g _ ·iJ bin six ors . . •. 
Trom,George~town can ,o t , · A M •J- • • ·ble . r ,xp nse\ t 1oi.e votel'!i living at 

.Jl--=- ~~-~- -e~ ~a~ c~e~sllf<·o~mii"litt~·tee~. ~n~tteo~trf:hiftr~t rn i les from George-to\v rK.ihcu r much trou bie, i neon\ en it'll Ce and expense, 
which if accurately, computed would be seen to be no small tax upon them, in going to the elt-ction. 
In thii, partieular, tQere is great ineqn'ality; those voters living at remote di~tances from George•town ex
perie~~ing great d.isadvantag:s not fol.t by those h~in~ at smal.1 _distances from this place-that t~o, in 
exerctsmg a most important nght:, which the const1tnt1on explicitly declares': shalt be free und equal.',. 

The pt:esent law for holding the general election at -one place only in the county subjects the distant 
parts of the county to many other great and manifest disadvantages. . 

For the distant parts of the county have not the effect of their 11umbers amt of course not their law
fol influence in the elections, because many voters living in such parts of the county are prevented 
from ooing to the elections by their distances from the place of holding them. • \ ;, 

Ma~1y other evil s, ntct:ssarily rc::iulting from holding the general electio(! _at one -place only in the 
county, might ~e mention~d. Thes~ evils natu_rally suggest the~sdv~s, ;1.vhen it is co~sidered that 
to exercise the important nght of ' Ottng at elections many voters m gmng to and returning from the 
place of holdin~ the election i:nust t1:3vel forty'. fifty and e~~n sixty miles. 1 ,. . . . . 

l◄or these evils the remedy 1s mamfest and easy. lf prov1s1on were made by la,w for D,stnct-E/echons, 
every voter in the co~rnt~ wo_uld live s? near to the p~ace of h~lding the election in his district, as that 
he con Id attend and give m Ins vote without trouble, inconvenience or expense. ln such case, no parts 
of the county would enjoy -u-odue advantages over other parts; every district~ without regard to situ
ation, would have in the government the weight and iofluence of'its own numbers; and the full sense 
of every part of the county would be expressed by the citizens meeting, deliberating and voting i11 
thei, own neighborhoods, • . 

lf we deemed it necessary to cite example to prove the expediency of district-elections, we could 
find examples for that purpose i~ all the neighbori,~g ~tales. .F?r these, and most 1f not all the states 
in the union, have adopted and highly approve of d1stnct-elect1ons. 

Your petitioners t_herefore pray the h?,nonr~bl.~ the ' nate and House of Repr.enntatives of.:..the State 
of Delaware to provide by law for Distrzct-ElecMns~ . • . 

f..,:,/4v~ f ...,,ak-..J ~ ~d your peti • one~s shal~ over pray, &c~ 

~ . --· p // ,_/?N-¥0/,t 
r,_~,,_~j., CJ!-## - k/4 • ~"-., ~ 

/'~-;l;,.,v-~ ~~./ ~ - -~_:""6~ 
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1 

?1f ~ -if •-#iJ~~~ 
~~ .u,.,_; - \ .. /f(J.,i zPf 7) ~ikJ1,..?.f, :re~ 
/f;2_·- c,///~~-<;- ;~ Q;Jf$~~ '.t~ - r:_f ·. 
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.TO the: hono.w-able~_e Senat~. and, ~ouse of Repres.entatives of the State 

> • of Delaware-'1'h'e•petitioh..b..f..t,;JJ.~§Ubscribers, citizens of Sussex coun
ty in the same state, res.pecttuUy s~hmits the following considerations 
with their praye1~ for the relief, which these considerations suggest. 

BY the laws of the land, in all eleoti•ms of governor, senators and rPpresentatives,. al~o ef represenlatiz•e 
to cong1·ess, iev_lf-court cornmissi01,ers, shnjfjs and coroners, !:!'".:et:i; zd,ite .free man of' tlte·_ age of hg:e11t9-01te 
,years, htttill!f re,·ided in the state two _lje11rs ne t be,lore sue/, election und witl1in that time paid a state or 
co1111~9 ta.i; which slwll hat·e been assessed six month~· before the election, and the sons qj persons so 'flltJlified 
between the uges <!_f tweu~lf•One and lwenty-l:fo .11eurs, altho11Rh not l1ai·i11!( paid laxes, hm·e rip.ht to ,.:ote. 

his se ff:e-..:ident, that this rff.(ht lo vote is of the greatest importance to those entitled to it. .For in 
the exerci:;e of this 1·~!!,ht are chosen-those, ,who make the laws-those, who appoint tl1e judges, jus
tices and officers to administer the laws anci by their acts and judgments to bind and controul the 
persons and pmperty of the whole community-those, who carr) into effect these act~ and judg
ments-and those, who lay the taxes. The importance of this right requires, that all those entitled to 
it sbonld enjoy it folly and r4ually according to the letter of the constitution, which declares, that 
" all elections ~!tail be f,·ee and ,·qual.H Evny voter must pay taxes to support govern1nent. There
fore every voter ought, without inconvenience, to have a voice and consequent influence in choosing 
those, _wlio administer the governme11t; that there may be asaurance-that those, who by way of sa
laries receive the taxes paid by the people1 shall render to the people an equivalent in their services; 
that government ~hall be administered for tbe general good; and that in receiving benefits flowing 
fror11 government none shall have undue and unmerited advantages over others. 

But your petitioner,; consider, that under the present laws, owing to the circumstance that there is 
but one pl;ice in this county for holding the ge.neral election, all the voters in the county do notju/19 
and equallq enjoy their right tu vole. 

George-town is the plaC'e, at which the general election in this county, according to the present Jaw, 
, must be held. Many voters in the county live at the distance of at least thirty mile1:1 from this place. 

Those voters Ii v 1ng within six or seven miles from Grorge-town, can without trouble, inconvenience or 
txpeni,e go to tlie geneial election, even allhough the weather be bad or they have no mean1:1 ot con
veyance. The aged and infirm can in most cases go these distances. 

fit;t those voters living at di~tances from fitteen to thirty miles from Georg-e-town, cannot go to the gen
~ra4 eJection without much trnuhle, inco11venience and expense. Even in good ,11,eather, many voters, be
ing aged or in fii m or having no means of_ conv~) a~ce, ,a.,re prevented fjw11 goirtf( to the e!ection b11 t~e di.~
tances, at which the,11 live from the plac~ of_ lwldmg it. lo go th~se d1scances 1s a l~borwus, and Ill bad 
weather a very disagreeable ta~k to those 111 good health and havmg good means ot conveyance. 

The consequences are obvious. .. ... . . 
1. The right to .,,ate is not ful{I/ ergo_lfed . . ~or ma!lY vote1·s tn the cou~t:1_, at ev~ry ele~t_io_n, _ are pre-

vented from going to the elecll~n and g1~1ng_the1r vot½s and_thus
1
_enJll) ng their l::1wt11 B 

.the state, by the distan_ces at wh1~!1 th~y li~e t~_?m tl_ie plarA ot h.nl 
0 7'/,e ri ,ht to rat, -..:. _ ... . . •· ·- - .... ..,gw,rriiri s1 ·· 

-· ... , • • . iu• .. rr ,:an~ tile cleC'tIOn wnnout tff•11ble, inconvenience or. x or seve_n _m11es 
distances from fifteen to thirty miles from George-town incur much tro bl c~pense, tl~o:.e voters Jiving at 
-,.vhich if accurately computed would be seen to be no small tax u o.'1 tl e, lll~On\e?ience and expe?se, 
ln ihi::. particular, there is great inequality; those voters living at re1~ot1e cl~et~1, Ill gtioingG~o the election. 

. . d. d . I is ances i orn eorge-town 
Penenc10g great 1sa vantages not te t by those livincr at small dista JC f'· h' I· e~. . • .• I I. I I . ~ I es iom t is P acr-that too in 
cxercistng a most 11nportant I 1g 11:, w 11c 1 t 1e const1tut1on exJ>licitly declai·es ,. , 11 b 1. d ' 

1'1 • I t· I Id' I I I . snatt e ree an eq,ta! ,,. 1e present aw or 10 mg t 1e grnera e ection at one }Jlace only in the c t ·b. l • • •• 
f l I d • . oun y su ~ects t 1e d1sta11t· parts o t 1e county to many ot 1er great an lhantfast disadvantacres. • 

For the distant 1.1arts of the county have not the effect of their
0
numbers anrl of h . 

1 f I · fl • I I • b . . . course not t e1r aw-0 in uence Ill t 1e e ect10ns, ecause many voters l1v111cr 111 such parts of the co t . . d 
from going to the_ elections by their di~tanc_es from t~e pl:ce of holding them. un Y att: pieven-te 

.Many other evils, ntccssanly 1e:,ult111g from hold111cr the general election at one I . I • I 
county, might be mentioned. These evils naturally ~uugest themselves when •,t .Pace ~0

1Y ,dn 
1
1 le 

• I • • I f. • . 0 • 1s cons1c ere t 1at to exercise t 1e important ng it o voting at elections many voters in goinu to and t · {'. I 
I f L Id' I I • 1 c • ::, re urning ,rnm tie p a~·e o 110 111~ t 1e e ection 1;111st t~ave 10rty, fifty and ey:n sixty miles. 
l◄ or these evils the remedv ts manifest and easy. lf Jlrov1s1on were made by law rc0 r n· 1 •• t E' · 

• I - Id • 11 1s nt: - tectwns 
ehvery v

1
doter tndt ie 7o~rnty_ w

1
o_u live s?

1
near to the place of holding the election in his district, as tha~ 

e coo atten ano give 111 11s vote wit 1out trouble, inconvenience or expense In such 
of the county would enjoy undlle advantages over other parts. every district • w·ithoiit cased, no p~rts 

• Id I · I . . ' , regar to s1tu-
at10n, wou iave 111 t ,e government the weight and 111fluence of its own numbers; and the full sense, 
of ~very par~ of the county would be expressed by the citizens meeting, deliberaling and votin i 
the11 own ne1ghborhoocls. . g .11 

lf we deemed it necessary to ~ite exam pl~ to p~ove the expediency of district-elections. we con Id 
~nd

1 
exan!ples

1 
for thdat pnr

1
posed 1

1
~ a

1
ll
1 
the 11e1ghbor111g states. For these, and most if not all the states 

in t 1e qmo~,. 1ave a optcc an 11g 1 y approve of district-elections. -- · 
Yonr petitioners t:here ore pray the h?nourable the Senate and House of Representatives of the S . 

of Uelaware to provide law for Distnct-E/ections. tate 

1
.,,0/ . .... ~ £. And your etitioners shall ever pray, &c~.: 
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Day in Sussex County, Delaware 

Michael Mills 

usy,as they are with the political backstabbing that seems to constitute 

the core of America's current election system, Republicans, Democrats, 

~ , ,.,.,oendents, and members of various small political parties are gearing up 

r- the final days of the 1992 campaign season. With voters going to the 



polls November 3, politicians and their 
eager-to-please staffers are hurriedly 
sending out stories reflecting not what 
their candidates can do but what the other 
candidates cannot. 

Unfortunately, the political fighting 
will not stop when the polls close and sig
nal an end to the campaign. The two-sided 
bickering-or multisided in these days of 
third and fourth parties-will continue, 
picking up again on November 4 and run-

■lt< happens~ ery 
two years, two d~ 
after the nationa1 •• 
eleetion. 
Georgetown, 
Delaware, sw,11s by 
many thousands as--- .... 
folks pow· in to h 
t.be' election i,:esulta 
and witness 
political 
reconciliation. 
Opposite: Winne1·s .---
an~ losers ridin 
together in)aorse
drawn carriages. 
Left arid belo~. 
Working the crowds 
to thanksuppo, ·s. 

ning without hesitation like a popµ lar 
Broadway play until the next campai _ __ ..,_~ 
season rolls around. Republicans will crit
icize Democrats, who in tw·o will criticize 
Republicans. All the while, Indepenclents 
and others will criticize everyone. 

Throughout it all, the Americanpijo: 
lie is left in utter confusion, not !mowing 
whom or what to believe. 

and the states it comprises. 



CULTURE - HERITAGE 

BURYING THE HATCHET 

■The parade 
into town 
includes more 
than 
politicians. 
Below:High 
school 
marchlng band. 
Opposite above: 
Coaching two 
rivals. Opposite 
below: High 
school choral 
group. 

In Sussex County, Delaware, howev• 
er, residents and lawmakers break from 
the traditional system that seemingly die• 
tates on national and state levels which 
politicians of different parties cannot (or 
should not) socialize with one another. All 
the political grudges are discarded in tra
dition-laden Sussex, where residents of 
the mostly rural county-which boasts no 
true urban center where people can gath
er-celebrate an election-year custom that 
became firmly entrenched back in the mid-
1800s. Called Return Day, the nearly 160-
year-old custom brings politicians of all 
parties-winners and losers-and their 
supporters to the centrally located county 

seat of Georgetown for a day filled with 
fun and political reconciliation. It is a time 
to say, "OK, the election is over. Now let's 
patch up our differences, have a good time, 
and move on with running the state to 
help improve life for the people of 
Delaware." 

Sussex County is the only place in the 
United States believed to still celebrate 
the event, which once was commonplace 
in colonial America. 

638 THE WORLD & I 

A rich history 

Return Day bas roots dating back 
to the late 1790s and early 1800s, 
wh en Sussex County was 

enveloped in forests and farms, and trav
el was hard. State law required residents 
in all three of Delaware's counties to trav
el to their respective county seats to vote. 
Similar requirements were prevalent in 
the other states during the early part of 
America's history; this served as an 
opportunity for the citizenry to gather, to 
talk, and to have a good time with friends 
they may not have seen for months. 

Because of poor road conditions that 
made travel seem more like work, resi
dents did not head home after voting. 
Instead, they stayed in the county seat for 
two days, waiting for the results to be post
ed and for the town crier to bark out the 
numbers from the balcony or steps of the 
courthouse. Those two days would be a fes
tive occasion, with people drinking, eat
ing, and visiting friends. 

As early as 1803, however, complamts 
were made by large groups of men living 
in the outer districts of Delaware's county 
seats. They protested having to travel to 
GBorgetown over the rough roads in bad 
weather and having to leave their fami
lies home unprotected. They wanted to be 
able to stay closer to home and vote. 

But change, as it still is, was hard to 
come by, and it was not until years later 
that the request was acted on. In 1828, the 
Delaware GBneral Assembly passed legis
lation allowing citizens to vote in the dis
tricts--locally called ''hundreds"-where 
they lived. After the polls closed, election 
officials from the districts would race on 
horses to GBorgetown with the votes. The 
race was competitive, with officials revel
ing in the fact they could be first in carry
ing the tally from their respective voting 



districts to the county seat. 
Once there, the officials would give 

the ballots to the Board of Canvassers, 
presided over by the sheriff. The board 
would meet two days later, total the votes, 
and announce the results at noon on the 
Thursday after Election Day. 

Only in Sussex County, however, did 
residents regularly return that Thmsday 
to hear the outcome. Because citizens 
could vote closer to home and because 
travel conditions were poor throughout the 
new republic, residents in Delaware's two 
northern counties and in other states 
restricted their movement. Without other 
means (such as county newspapers) to 
learn of the outcome, they waited until 
election officials returned to hear who had 
won the election. 

In Sussex, though, where traditions 
are hard to break, many of the farmers 
decided to take the day off and travel with 

their families to the public square. By the 
1840s, Return Day had become a regular 
event, with county residents looking for
ward to gathering in Georgetown every 
two years, two days after the election. 

They would arrive in the morning on 
foot; in wagons drawn by mules, horses, 
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CULTURE - HERITAGE 

BURYING THE HATCHET 

■There is 
plenty of food 
for all. Below: 
Treats for sale. 
Opposite above: 
Cutting up ox 
meat-three 
oxen are 
roasted-for 
sandwiches. 
Opposite 
below: Snackers 
along the 
parac,le route. 

or oxen; in all types of carriages and on 
horseback. The public square, known 
today as the Circle, became filled with the 
spirit of a rustic carnival. Delaware bis• 
cuits, hot corn pane, rabbit roasted on the 
spit, opossum, fried chicken, oysters, 
clams, and white and sweet potatoes 
baked in hat ashes fed the hundreds pre
sent. Large quantities of beer, fresh cider, 
and Sussex County applejack were con
sUliled. Participants dressed in outlandish 
costumes or in old clothes they had pulled 
out of the attic. 

While waiting for the results, some 
citizens listened to band concerts that took 
place on the square. Others wagered on 
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cockfights, which took place in barns locat
ed just outside of Georgetown. Often, the 
crowds became rowdy as the liquor and 
moonshine flowed freely. The town's two 
hotels did a lively bar business, and it 
must have been through the influence of 
their managers that a crackdown on the 
moonshine vendors eventually took place. 
Because the town police force was small 
and often had trouble maintaining order, 
fights were common, with one man being 
killed in 1844. The town CotU1cil would hi.re 
additional police office1·s on the day of the 
celebration to help control the crowd. 

As the tradition grew, so did the nwn
ber of people who attended. It was not 
uncommon during the latter part of the 
1800s for three thousand people to gather 
in Georgetown. By this time, vendors saw 
opportunities to sell their wares, and they 
set up booths on the town streets. 

A visitor to the celebration wrote in 
the local paper, Wilmington Every 
Evening, in 1872: 

Many ladies who had not visited the 
"Capitol" since tho last ''Return Day'' 
could be seen in the crowd buying knick
knacks for "the little ones."A part of the 
program of the day is to see that young 
girls are treated. A pretty young ladYi 
whether acquainted or not, is licensed 
to receive a box of candy and be it said 
for the young gentlemen of Sussex that 
no pretty damsel goes away empty. 

The highlight of all Return Days has 
been the parade down one of the town's 
main thoroughfares. Winners and losers 
ride together in horse-drawn carriages to 
signify the end of the political campaign 
and a new beginning. High-stepping 
bands march down Market Street, and 
people in colorful costumes ride in car
riages and on horseback. 



Perhaps the most colorful parade took 
place in 1882 when Georgetown's Charles 
Stockley was elected Delaware's forty-fifth 
governor. The Wi,lmington Sunday Star of 
November 12, 1882, described the parade 
this way: 

A procession moved through t:own while 
the people cheered and guns boomed. A 
boat in bright new paint was mounted 
on wheels rigged like a ship, and labeled 
the "Old Constitution." The craft was 
profusely decorated with a blue hen 
draped in ribbon and a dried coon skin 
was suspended from the mast. Six men 
on horseback moved in front and one 
hundred and twenty mounted men in 
the rear, all decorated and giving back 
to the crowd cheer for cheer. Standing 
on the quarter deck of the mimic ship, 
bowing to the multitude who enthusi
astically applauded and saluted him, 
was the Governor-Elect Charles Stock
ley. When the ship was drawn in the 
Square, the people flocked from all sides 
to shake hands with the new Governor 
and at length he was lifted on brawny 
shoulders and carried into the Court 
House above the heads of the crowd, 
which cheered louder and louder. 

As the years passed, the advent of 
automobiles made the trip to Georgetown 
only a matter of minutes from anywhere 
in the county. With the arrival of radio, 
people knew the election results before the 
newspapers arrived, and interest in the 
age-old custom of Return Day began to 
dwindle. 

In 1942, the event was canceled alto
gether because of World War II, though on 
what should have been Return Day a 
group of farmers and other people from 
the outlying areas gathered in G€orgetown 
for business. They could only stand and 

remember the celebrations of years pruit. 
Return Day remained canceled until 

1952, when a group of residents, some 
Democrats and others Republicans, rein
stituted the official celebration as enthu
siasm for the event returned. In the 1960s, 
that excitement continued, and in 1965, 
the General Assembly made Return Day 
a legal half holiday in Sussex County. 

Today, it is common for twenty to 
twenty-five thousand people to descend 
upon Georgetown, coming from 
Delaware's other two counties and from 
the neighboring states of Maryland, Penn
sylvania, and New Jersey. Dozens of par-
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BURYING THE HATCHET 

■ Following a 
tradition once 
commonplace 
in America, the 
towncl'ier 
announces the 
election results 
from the 
courthouse 
balcony. 

ties take place in residences throughout 
town, with legislators gathering· among 
their constituents for a good time. 

It is during these parties that much 
political positioning for future elections 
takes place. Politicos try to mend fences 
and to gather support for the future. 
Georgetown Mayor Joseph Booth said 
potential lawmakers throw out position 
statements to see how they will be 
received. 

"They shed the political labels for a 
day. It gives them a chance to celebrate 
and discuss issues," Booth said. "They say 
the most politics takes place ruwr the elec-
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tion on Return Day, and I believe it. The 
ideas discussed that day seem to carry 
through until the next election. People 
position themselves for that next run." 

Thus, not much has changed over the 
years. People still flock to the county seat 
for an abundance of food, a colorful parade, 
the official announcement of election 
results, speeches, band concerts, and 
socializing. Although the opossum and 
rabbit have been replaced by roast oxen, 
crafters and vendors still line the streets 
and alleys of Georgetown to ha wk their 
goods. 

A model for others 

R sidents of Sussex County are 
traditionalists, and Return Day 
erves as a reminder of the past. 

It helps people to remember a time when 
their ancestors gathered to renew 
acquaintances. A 1912 newspaper 
account stated, 

Hard is that man or woman to find who 
can beat Sussex Countians when it 
comes to standing about the old court
house or around the public square on a 
cold "Return Day'' afternoon, with no 
particular purpose in view-just mere
ly "standing round looking'' to see who 
they can see. 

Traditions and customs are difficult 
to hold on to in this electronic age, when 
children seem more interested in watch
ing television and attempting to beat the 
latest :video games than they do learning 
about their past. Delaware, particularly 
Sussex County; is attempting to hold on to 
that past, attempting to use the past to 
give the future some meaning. Return Day 
is an effort to keep alive the memories of 



people who made Sussex County, 
Delaware, and the United States what 
they are-places that are rich in democ
racy, places filled with people who under
stand the process but sometimes get too 
caught up in it. 

Delaware appears to be the essence of 
what this country's forefathers must have 
been thinking when they drafted the Dec
laration of Independence and declared 
that democracy would rule. It is no coinci
dence that the state was the first to sign 
the U.S. Constitution in 1787. 

In a state that is only ninety-six miles 
long and thirty-five miles wide-the sec-

ond smallest state in the Union
statewide problems are easily solved, 
because everyone seems to know most 
everyone else on a first-name basis. It is 
not unusual, for example, for a northern 
lawmaker to call a southern counterpart 
about a statewide issue and suggest the 
two meet later that afternoon in Dover, 
the state capital, an equal distance for 

both. In larger states, debates take months 
and years before solutions are reached; in 
Delaware, it is a matter of hours or, at the 
most, days. Residents i:limply get on the 
telephone and call their representative, no 
matter whether he be serving on the state 
or the national level. 

That open communication serves to 
emphasize how the people of Delaware 

■ On the steps 
below, the 
hatchet is 
buried, 
symbolizing 
goodwill and 
reconciliation 
between the 
rival parties. 
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BURYING THE HATCHET 

■ In this 
American town, 
people 
remember the
cooperative 
spirit of
republican 
government 
that serves the 
people and not 
itself. 

view their elected officials. Titles are not 

impressive-governors, U.S. senators, and 

representatives are all referred to by first 

name. Both citizens and legislatures share 

the good times and the bad. 

Former two-term governor Pierre S. 

du Pont N recalled in 1985 the story of a 

woman who telephoned his office just six 

days after his inauguration. It was a Sat

urday, and everyone was unpacking boxes 

when the phone rang. He answered, and 

the woman on the other end was com

plaining that a heavy rain had left her 

basement flooded. She could not be con

vinced, he said, that the matter was a local 

problem that should be handled by the 

town or county in which she lived-she 

wanted to talk with the governor. 

"She called the man in Delaware she 

just saw sworn in and who is the leader of 
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the state and he better be able to do some

thing," he said. ''That's the kind of state it 

is. Where else in America would you find 

people who think that when their base

ment is full of water the thing to do is to 

call the governor?" 

That type of informality strikes at 

what Return Day means to Sussex Coun

ty and Delaware. There are no political 

grudges carried over, no hard feelings lin

gering. If there are, those involved keep 

the feelings to themselves and do not let 

them interfere with the festivities. Win

ners and losers join together, wave to sup

porters, and put behind the charged cam

paigns that sometimes, though not often, 

result in unnecessary accusations being 

tossed around. Literally, in a special cere

mony, the hatchet is buried by political 

leaders, signifying the end of the political 



season and providing a gesture of recon

ciliation. 
"It's a healing process that sets the 

election aside and says we're now going to 

get on with the business of government," 
said du Pont . "It's a very personal thing. It 

brings government right down to your 

backyard, and I think that's why it works." 

It worked when people began gather

ing in Georgetown in the mid-nineteenth 

century, and it continues to work today as 

Delaware prepares to enter the twenty

first century. Residents are as close-knit 

now as they were when Caesar Rodney led 

the fight for independence in the 1 770s. 

W Layton Johnson, who for twenty

six years served as mayor of Georgetown, 

has been helping organize Return Day cel

ebrations for about four decades. Johnson 

has hosted Return Day parties for upward 

of seven hundred people, including gover

nors and other state lawmakers. This year 

will mark his first stint as town crier. 

"Return Day heals a lot of political 

wounds," he said. "Nobody likes to lose, 

whether it's a town election or a state elec

tion. It's nice to get together and shake 

hands with a winner. It takes a good per

son to ride in the vehicle with his oppo

nent." 

Sen. William V. Roth, Jr., who first 

represented Delaware in Congress in 1966 

as a member of the House of Representa

tives and who has been a member of the 

U.S. Senate since 1970, has seen his share 

of negative politics. He said that the cur

rent system of political campaigning 

emphasizes the need for something simi

lar to Return Day on a national level. 
'The divisiveness of the presidential 

campaign needs to be put aside after the 

election so the process of political healing 

and bipartisan cooperation can begin," 

said Roth. 

"Return Day reminds both the win-

ners and losers that their aim is not to per

sist in partisan squabbling but rather to 

work together for the benefit of the state 

and of the country." 

J. Everett Moore, Jr., who as chair

man of the Sussex County Republican 

Party has helped bury the hatchet sever

al times, said Return Day would work well 

in small towns or counties throughout 

America where residents and officials 

know or know of each other. Large cities or 

states that do little to embrace a commu

nity feeling would be hard pressed to have 

a Return Day-type celebration, he said. 
'This is a small rural area where peo

ple know each other, where they know 

their candidates. We have a tendency to 

be not as vicious. In those cases where we 

do get testy, it's important to join together 

and say, 'That was our job during the polit

ical process, now let's move on.' " 
Jean West, who served as president 

of the Sussex County Return Day Com

mittee for about twenty-five years before 

stepping down several years ago, said she 

hopes the people of Delaware always 

honor the tradition. 

"I know of no better way to show 

future generations that there can be good 

sportsmanship among candidates after a 

hard and vigorous political campaign," she 

said. 
It is a lesson much of America could 

learn from, whether the political game is 

being played in the marbled halls of Wash

ington, D.C., or in small towns nestled in 

the cornfields of the Middle West, or 

among the great redwoods of the Pacific 

Northwest. After all, it is hoped that every

one---citizens and politicians alike-wants 

the same thing: a better government for 

the people, by the people, of the people.■
--------- - --

Michael Mills is chairman of the communications 

department at Delaware Technical and Commu

nity College in Georgetown, Delaware. 
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Sussex County celebrates a biennial tradition 
People have traveled to Georgetown 
to hear-election results since 1792 

By Dennis Forney ington over the years, compiled a 
Politicians and all the people of history of Return Day that was 

iussex County hav.~ been assem- published irr the official brochure 
>ling for Return Ifay-,ever since for the e1/enti'n 1974. 
3eorgetown was made the county Much of the historical informa-
;eat in 1792. tion that follows comes from that 

The form of the celebration, effort. 
.vhich always takes place on the Return Day as it is celebrated in 
rhursday following election day, these times is far more ceremonial 
n all the even years, has changed than it was in the earliest days of 
:onsiderably over the years. The our nation. In 1776, Lewes was 
mrpose of the day, however, has the county seat for Sussex County 
·emained the same. The residents and elections for state and federal 
)f the county come to their county offices were held there in accor
;eat to hear the election returns, to 1 .dance with rules adopted in the 
~elebrate victories and to drown state's first constitution in 1776. 
he sorrow of defeat. Tradition 
1as many of the opposing candi
lates riding together in horse
lrawn carriages and convertible 
mtomobiles in the Return Day pa
·ade; while the leaders of the two 
najor political parties "bury the 
1atchet" on The Circle in George
own - signaling the end of the po
itical season. 

In recent years, the Return Day 
:elebration also has become the 
;ingle-most unifying event that 
akes· place for all of Sussex 
:ounty. One of the largest pa
ades held on the Delmarva Penin
:ula is the centerpiece of the Re
um Day celebration. The parade 
.hows off the talents of musicians 
n bands from the middle school 
o high school and college levels, 
rnd a wide variety of floats, 
narching units and other exhibits 
mt on wheels. 

Thousands of Sussex County 
·esidents, and Delawareans from 
1orth and south, join together in 
]eorgetown to celebrate the con
:lusion of campaigning and the 
lemocratic process. 

W. Emerson Wilson, a frequent 
:ontributor of historical articles to 
he News Journal papers in Wilm-

People from western Sussex un
derstandably didn't cotton much 
to traveling a whole day across 
poor roads and in the unpre
dictable weather of early Novem
ber to cast their ballots. 

Georgetown, equidistant from 
all points in Sussex County, was 
created in 1791 to satisfy those 
complaints. A gentleman named 
George Mitchell was among the 
three men appointed to come up 

• with a location and layout for a 
new county seat. Surveyor 
Rhodes Shankland came up with 
the circle concept and laid out the 
streets from there. Mitchell must 
have won when straws were 
drawn for the naming of the coun
ty seat. The new town was to be 
called Georgetown. 

The county seat was closer for 
voting purposes for many of the 
county's residents. According to 
Wilson's history, "Voters had to 
drive into Georgetown to ca,st 
their ballots and it is unlikely they 
would return two days later for the 
results. Undoubtedly, the results 
of the election were known that 
night or the next day and voters 
would stay over to learn the re-

Continued on back page 

Angie Moon photo 

Former Georgetown Mayor W. Layton Johnson serves as 
Town Crier for Return Day. He is shown here standing on the 
balcony of the Sussex County Court House reading the re
sults of the 1996 elections. 

Schedule 
of events 

9 a.m. to dusk - Food and craft 
booths on The Circle and on North 
Bedford Street. 
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. • Music On 
The Circle, hosted by Light FM's 
Ron Letterman of "The Road 
Home" program. First act: Aimee 
Parker, country. 
9:45 a.m. • Sarah Canady, contem
porary, Circle 
10 a.m. • Kamika Wells, contem
porary, Circle; street dance with 
disc jockey Sky Brady on East 
Market St. next to Casapulla's 
J0:10 a.m. - Sussex Central's Take 
II Drama Clul:i performs selections 
from "Welcome to Shakespeare's 
Nightmare" and "A Midsummer's 
Night's Dream," Circle 
10:30 a.m. • "Monotones" - first 
place winner madrigal selections, 
Circle 
11 a.m. - Reception and luncheon 
for for candidates and honored 
guests, Delaware Technical and 
Community College; Music on Cir
cle continues with Third U.S. In
fantry (Old Guard) Fife and Drum 
Corps 
11:30 a.m. • Delaware State 
Marching Band, Circle; Banjo 
Dusters, East Market Street 
Noon - Jim and Patt)'_ Jennette, 
country, Circle 
12:15 p.ni, - Jesus Is'Lord praise 
team, East Market Street 
12:20 p.m. - Jolene Cross, country, 
Circle 
12:30 p.m. - Marie Mercy, contem
porary, Circle 
12:45 p.m. - Erin Williams, con
temporary, Circle 
1 p.m. - Miss Delaware, Jody Kel
ly, flute solo, "Dueling Banjos" 
1:30 p.m. · RETURN DAY PA
RADE, from Sussex Central High 
School halfway around The Circle 
to King Street. 
3 p.m. - Ceremonies On The Cir
cle; oratory, patriotic music and 
traditional burying of hatchet 
3:4S p.rn. - Ox Roast on The Cir
cle; free open bit barbecue sand
wiches. 

"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or of the right of the people to peaceably as
semble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances. " 

• First Amendment to the United States Constitution 
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1998 election brings lower-than
normal voter tum-out, few surprises 

When the winners and losers had about 37 percent and part of that is a can challenger Bill Murray. Price 
all finally gone home following result of what we heard was a very beat her challenger in each of the 
Tuesday's election, Ken McDowell, depressed city vote in Wilmington," 38th representative district's eight 
administrator of Sussex County's said Rogers. precincts to post an unexpectedly 
Board of Elections, reflected on the Rogers said he was especially strong 5,166 to 3,398 win. 
lower~than-normal voter turn-out pleased with Vance Phillips' victory "On the other hand," said Willard, 
generated by this year's election. in the 5th councilmanic race for Sus- "it's disappointing to see Chip West 
~-"Out of 89,688 registe~~ voters in sex County lose his race to Vanc'e Phillips after 

Sussex, we had about 37,500 that Council. In the he worked so hard." 
cast votes. That's only about a 42 tightest race of Sussex County Council President 
percent voter tum-out. That's the this year's elec- Dale Dukes, who spent a good while 
lowest I've ever seen. I thought • tions in Sussex, at the election office on election 
we'd at least see 50 percent. Of Phillips won night, said he thinks Phillips will be 
course we have to set up for the elec- over Charles P. a team player as a council member. 
tion as if 100 percent of the voters "Chip" West "I played softball with him many a 
will turn out. 3,541 to 3,373. year and he' s a tough competitor," 

"It costs Delaware a lot of money "That's really -...illll!1:.----I.........J said Dukes. "I think once he sees 
to run an election for only half of the remarkable PHil,LIPS bow we go about things he'll fall in 
voters," said McDowell. when you con- line. You don't get things done if 

As low as 42 percent is, however, sider that Phillips is a Republican you don't." 
that's several percentage points and there are 1,200 more registered Dukes, a Democrat, said he will 
higher than the statewide voting per- Democrats than there are registered have no problem continuing to work 
centage this year. "Here in Sussex Republicans in that district," said with George Cole who defeated 
we had four representative seats un- Rogers. challenger Bob Frederick by a com
contested and a senate seat uncon- Marlene Elliott of Laurel, who fortable margin. "I've worked with 
tested. That holds the vote down," serves on the staff of Republican George [a Republican] for IO years. 
said McDowell. "There was no gov- U.S. Sen. Bill Roth, said she was We differ on a lot of issues but we 
ernor' s race, no president's race - particularly pleased about Phillips' don't get mad and stay mad. 
maybe that has something to do with victory because he had brought so "George wants more restrictions 
it. I don't really know." many young people into his cam- on development, eventhough he's a 

Sussex County Republican Com- paign. "He had a group of young Realtor. And Vance wants less re
mittee Chairman Bruce Rogers, who people who gave blood for him in strictions. There will be a leveling 
walked through the elections office this campaign," said Elliott. "The 20 process." 
in Georgetown earlier in the somethings. It' s great for them to Dukes is finishing his eighth year 
evening, said that a study of voting see that their efforts made a differ- as president of Sussex Council. 
trends in Sussex on election day ence." With Phillips' election, Sussex 
showed that a lot of those people Sussex County Democratic Chair- Council now includes two Republi
registered as independents didn't man Tim Willard said he was very cans [Cole and Phillips] and three 
tum out for this yoor'.s election., "I pleased with Shirley Price'.s strong - :Democrats [Dukes, Lynn Rogers and 
think the statewide turn-out was showing in winning against Republi- Findley Jones]. 

Return Day officers and directors coordinate event 
The effort to produce Sussex 

County's unique biennial election 
holiday is considerable. Here is a list 

·of Sussex County Return Day Inc. 
officers and directors. Officers in
clude Rosalie B. Walls, president; 
Eleanor Raye Warrington, vice pres-

ident; Ann Couch, secretary; and Al
lan Kujala, treasurer. Directors in
clude Sue H. Barlow, Joseph W. 
Booth, Richard M. Calhoun, Char
lotte P. Campbell, George F. Crouch, 
Claire T. Croll, Terri Croll, James 
Dukes, Dallas Green, George 

Headley, W. Layton J_ohnson, 
William H . Lawson, Christine C. 
Lecates, William H. Lecates, Joan D. 
Messick, Daniel L. Milburn, Isabelle 
Morris, Mark Pettyjohn, Bob Ricker, 
Lawrence Sammons, Harold Short 
and Jay M. Stevens. 

Sen. Bill Roth, former Gov. Elbert Carvel serving 
as Grand Marshals for 1998 Return Day Parade 

Two of Delaware's most venerable 
political leaders - U.S. Sen. Bill Roth 
and former two-term Gov. Elbert N. 
Carvel - are serving as Grand Mar
shals for this year's Return Day Pa
rade. 

"Both men 
have made 
enormous con
tributions to 
Delaware and 
we wanted to 
honor them 
both this year," 
said Rosalie 
Walls, president 
of Sussex 
County Return 
Day Inc. 

CARVEL 

Carvel served as governor from 
1949 to 1953 and from l961 to 1965. 

Sen. Roth is in his fourth term as a 
U.S. senator. As chairman of the 
Senate Finance Committee, he is 
now recognized as one of the most 

powerful elected officials in Wash
ington D.C. 

Honorary parade marshals for the 
1998 Return Day Parade include Or
lando George, president of Delaware 
Technical and Community College; 
Timothy Kavel, vice president of 
Delaware Technical and Community 
College and campus director of the 
Owens Campus 
in Georgetown; 
and George J. 
Collins, who is 
retiring as a 
Sussex County 
councilman af-

• ter serving from 
1991 until 
1999. 

Parade 
judges include ROTH 

Delaware State Police Sergeant 
Lewis W. Briggs, Sussex County 
Tourism's executive director Cindy 
Small, Sussex County Emergency 

Operations Director Joe Thomas, 
Apple-Scrapple Festival Executive 
Director Bonnie Workman, 
Delaware Volunteer Firemen's As
sociation President Emeritus N_~r
man Tate and Centenary Methodist 
Church Secretary Janet Lee. 

Parade announcers include WG
MD morning man Dan Gaffney, an
tique car enthusiast Floyd Megee Jr., 
Delaware State Fire School Past Di
rector Louis J. Amabili and Nur 
Temple's Charles E. Downs Sr. 

Fire equipment judges for this 
year's parade include Delaware State 
Fire School's Wayne Hutchinson, 
Delaware Volunteer Firemen's As
sociation President Mike Vincent, 
Rehoboth Beach Fire Chief Chuck 
Snyder and I;.,aurel Fire Company 
President Jeff Hill. 

This year's parade wU} begin at 
1 :30 p.m. from Srissex Central High 
School. 

I 
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History 
Continued from front page 
suits. Under that arrangement, the 
earliest Return Day would have 
been the day after the election. 
Celebrations were held informally 
by those who had won. 

"It wasn't Jong though before 
voters complained about having to 
drive all the way to Georgetown 
·10 cast their ballots. Although it 
took more than two decades to 
change the system, the state's 
General Assembly passed laws in 
1828 which set up polling places 
in the 13 hundreds of the county. 
That meant votes had to be gath
ered from polling places through
out the county and carried to 
Georgetown for tabulation, where 
they were turned over to the sher
iff . . . and the results announced 
from the courthouse at noon on 
Thursday." 

Those were the beginnings of 
Return Day " ... since there were 
no county newspapers in those 
days there was no way of knowing 
who had won the election. So, 
many of the farmers decided to 
take the day off, load their whole 
families into wagons and go to 
Georgetown on Thursday to get 
the results." 

Wilson's history continues: 
"It would seem that Return Day 

as we know it now probably start
ed with the election of 1830 or the 
presidential election of 183 2. 
Certainly by the 1840s the custom 
was well-established. Several 
thousand persons would pour into 

-· Georgetown that morning coming 
on foot, in wagons drawn by 
mules, horses or oxen, in carriages 
of all types, and on horseback. 

"While waiting for the results 
the crowd listened to band con
certs, wagered on cock fights and 
engaged in other pastimes. Soon 
merchants saw an opportunity for 
gain and stalls and booths selling 
all kinds of food, clothing and oth
er articles were set up. 

'The results were read from the 
door of the courthouse at noon 
ap.d were printed on a white sheet 
hoisted over the courthouse door. 
The winning candidates were 
placed onto the shoulders of their 

• 

adherents and paraded around The 
Green. A large pole was erected 
in The Green and the emblem of 
the winning party was run up it. 
Generally an ox roast was provid
ed by the winners. 

"However, the spirit of good 
feeling and reconciliation which 
marks the Return Day of the pre
sent was not always there in the -
old days. The lostrs quite often 
did not take their defeat with good 
grace and in one fight in 1844 a 
Dagsboro man was killed." 

The Return Day tradition grew 
and grew throughout the 1800s 
and represented a major festival in 
Georgetown every other year. 
With the tum of the century, how
ever, new forces came on the 
scene. 

The automobile and telephone 
and radio brought people closer to 
the county seat and they no longer 
had to go to Return Day to find 
out who own. Interest in the old 
tradition began to fade. World 
War II was raging in l 942 and Re
turn Day was canceled altogether. 

Following the war, however, a 
group of Republicans and Democ
rats got together and made plans 
to bring Return Day back bigger 
and better than ever. While in 
previous years the celebration was 
dominated by whichever political 
party had been victorious in the 
elections, the goal of the biparti
san Return Day committee was to 
have a bipartisan celebration. 

A "Burying of the Hatchet" cer
emony was begun and continues 
today. The county chairpersons 
for the Republican and Democrat- _ 
ic parties join together on the re-

.. viewing stand and signify a reuni
fication of purpose, following of
ten bitter campaigns, 'by burying 
the hatchet. 

Return Day has been a festive 
celebration throughout the second 
half of this century - and has even 
gained national prominence as 
several nationally televised shows 
have often focused their cameras 
on Georgetown for this event that 
is unique in all the land. 

This year, under the guidance of 
Return Day veteran organizer 
Rosalie Walls, hundreds of volun
teers will staff Return Day activi
ties which have been scheduled 
from 6:30 in the morning to dusk. 

Angie Moon photos 

Scenes from Return Day, 1996 
These photos, clockwise from top left, show Roland Derrickson, JacK Dalton and Myrtle 

Shockley - chairs of the Sussex Republican, Libertarian and Democratic parties - burying thl;l 
hatchet; Sussex County Re.turn Day President Rosalie B. Walls eajoying herself in the Return 
Day Parade; and five Delaware governors - (1-r) Russell Peterson (partial), Elbert Carvel, Tom 
Carper, Mike Castle and Pete duPont - on the reviewing stand after the parade's conclusion. 
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Return Day Firmly Rooted In Sussex County 
By Dennis Forney 

Politicians and all the people of 
iussex County have been assem
iling for Return Day ever since 
}eorgetown was m.:.de the county 
:eat in l 79 I. 

The form of the celebration, 
vhich always takes place on the 
[bursday following Election Day, 
n all the even years, has changed 
:onsiderably over the years. The 
mrpose of the day, however, has 
·cmained the same. The residents 
if the county come to their county 
:eat to hear the election returns, to 
;elebrate victories and to drown the 
:orrow of defeat. Tradition has 
nany of the opposing candidates 
iding together in horse-drawn car
iages and convertible automobiles 
n the Return Day parade, while 
leaders of the major political par
ies "bury the hatchet" on The 
:rrcle in Georgetown - signaling 
the end of the political season. In 
recent years, the Return Day cele
bration also has become the single 
nost unifying event that takes 
Jlace for all of Sussex County. 

One of the largest parades held 
Jn the Delmarva Peninsula is the 

Former Geo1-getown Mayor W. 
Layton Johnson reads returns 
during festivities in 2002. 

Return Day 
Schedule of Events 

9 a.m. • Food and art/crafts 
vendors open; youth activities begin 
on Youth Stage 

10 a.m. - Dedication of 
Vielnom Veterons Monument 
by Vietnam Veterans of 

centerpiece of the Return Day cele
bration. 

The parade shows off the talents 
of musicians in bands from the 
middle school to high school and 
college levels, and a wide variety 
of floats, marching units and other 
exhibits put on wheels. 

Thousands of Sussex County 
residents. and Delawareans from 
north and south j6in together in 
Georgetown to celebrate the con
clusion of campaigning and the 
democratic process. W. Emerson 
Wilson, a frequent contributor of 
historical articles to the "News 
Journal" papers in Wilmington over 
the years, compiled a rustory of 
Return Day that was published for 
the official brochure for the event 
in 1974. 

Much of the history infonnation 
that follows comes from that effort. 

Return Day, as it is celebrated in 
these times, is more ceremonial 
than it was in the earliest days of 
our nation. In 1776, Lewes was 
the county seat for Sussex County 
and elections for state and federal 
offices were held there in accor
dance with rules adopted in the 
state's first constiru.tion in 1776. 
People from western Sussex under
standably didn't cotton much tO 

traveling the whole day across poor 
roads and in the unpredictable 
weather of early November to cast 
their ballots. 

Georgetown, equidistant from 
all points in Sussex County, was 
created in 1791 to satisfy those 
complaints. A gentleman named 
George Mitchell was among the 
three men appointed to come up 
with a location and layout for a 
new county seat. Surveyor Rhodes 
Shankland came up with the circle 
concept and laid out the streets 
from there. Mitchell must have 
won when straws were drawn for 
the naming of the county seat. The 
new town was to be called 
Georgetown. 

The county seat was closer for 
voting purposes for many of the 
county's residents. According to 
Wilson's history, "Voters had to 

Americo ond Dedication Of 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Bench by the seven Sussex 
County Rotary Clubs !corner of 
The Circle and S. Bedford St.) 

11 :30 a.m. - Steel The Show 
(Steel drum bond) from Southern 
Delaware School of the Arts on 
Wilmington Trust Stage located on The 

Circle 

Dsn Cook photos 

A big part of Return Day is Burying the Hatchet. Shown at Return Day 2002 are (l.r) Sussex County 
party leaders Wolfgang von Baumgart, Independent Party; Jack Dalton, Libei-t;arian Party; Kelle1· 
Hopkins, Republican Party; and Thelma Monroe, Democratic Party. 

drive into Georgetown to cast their 
ballots and it is unlikely .they 
would return two days later for the 
results. Undoubtedly, the results of 
the election were known that night 
or the next day and voters would 
stay over to learn the results. 
Under that arrangement, the earli
est Return Day would have been 
the day after the election. Those 
who had won held celebrations 
informally. 

"It wasn't long, though, before 
voters complained about having to 
drive all the way to Georgetown to 
cast their ballots. Although it took 
more than two decades to change 
the system, the state's General 
Assembly passed laws in 1828 
which set up polling places in the 
13 hundreds of the county. 

"That meant votes had to be 
gathered from polling places 

Noon - Mayors Hotchet Toss in 
front of the old Sussex Coo nty 
Courthouse - Sussex County Mayors 
compete for the coveted Hatchet Toss 
trophy 

12:45 p.m. - Miss Deloware 
2004 Linda Kurt:z 

1 :30 p.m. - Retum Day Parade 
steps off. Parade announced by 
WMDT-TV .J.7 personality Kelly Rouse 

throughout the county and carried 
to Georgetown for tabulation, 
where they were turned over to the 
sheriff.. .and the results announced 
from the courthouse at noon on 
Thursday." 

Those were the beginnings of 
Return Day " ... since there were no 
county newspapers in those days 
there was no way of knowing who 
had won the election. 

"So many of the farmers decid
ed to take the day off, load their 
whole families into wagons and go 
to Georgetown on Thursday to get 
the results." 

Wilson's history continues: 
"It would seem that Return Day 

as we know it now probably started 
with the election of 1830 or the 
presidential election of I 832. 
Certainly by the 1840s the custom 
was weH established. 

3:30 p.m. - Ceremonies On The 
Circle with Master of Ceremonies 
WBOC-TV 16 Anchorman Steve 
Hammond introducing honored guests 

3:45 p.m. - Reoding of Sussex 
County Returns by Town Crier and 
retired 26-yeor Georgetown Mayor W. 
Layton Johnson 

4:00 p.m. - Burial of the 
Hatchet by Sussex County's lour 

"Several thousand persons 
would pour into Georgetown that 
morning coming on foot, in wag
ons drawn by mules, horses or 
oxen, in carriages of all types, and 
on horseback. 

"While waiting for the results 
the crowd listened to band con
certs, wagered on cock fights and 
engaged in other pastimes. Soon 
merchants saw an opportunity for 
gain and stalls and booths selling 
all kinds of food, clothing and 
other articles were set up. 

"The results were read from the 
door of the courthouse at noon and 
were printed on a white sheet hoist
ed over the courthouse door. 

"The winning candidates were 
placed onto the shoulders of their 
adherents and paraded around The 

Continued on back page 

political parly chairmen using sond 
brought from the beach of the Fi rs! city 
in the First State - Lewes 

4:30 p.m. - Free ox roast sand· 
withes al the ox roost located in the 
Sussex County Courthouse parking lot. 
Ox Roost is sponsored by Freemon 
Communities. 

4:30 p.m. - Unveiling of histori
tol marker At Georgetown 
Train Station, 140 Layton Ave. 
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1 14 Lewes f"ire H• 988 1,147 7 527 1,497 16 2 1,026 1,016 63 1,185 832 22 6 892 1,112 786 1 

2 14 Relaoba .. f"ire Co~ Stalian No. 2 825 772 B 464 1,063 5 6 783 771 23 927 586 9 7 n2 723 699 

3 14 Rehoba .. Fire H ... Rehobalh Ave. 811 676 7 400 1,030 7 6 765 686 20 835 576 11 8 706 691 

4 14 Rehobc, .. Hememry Schol 948 1,070 11 507 1,435 7 10 965 1,005 33 1,046 866 7 10 894 990 805 1 

5 14 Beoa,n Mi,l,lle Scbool 808 980 10 401 1,263 14 4 894 813 61 1,002 675 19 3 762 926 745 

6 14 IR f".-e C0111pcmy, Sulis1111ion 769 986 3 485 1,202 6 7 831 843 59 929 730 23 4 no 889 710 

7 14 Cape Henlopen High SGool,. Ka.gs Higl,wav 750 1,119 9 411 1,372 11 7 851 939 61 969 799 16 7 743 1,019 643 1 

g 30 MIion! Middle Sdiool 66 195 4 35 220 3 1 76 169 14 93 153 9 1 82 170 61 199 

9 33 Mltcnl Middle School 313 654 8 152 791 5 9 453 481 36 514 412 18 7 364 542 185 

10 33 Milcnl Middle Sdtool 78 216 2 47 229 7 7 93 183 13 126 148 7 2 109 177 78 209 

I 3S Greenwoad Fire Hal 445 1,235 13 303 1,294 19 12 585 987 104 785 795 32 6 584 1,009 

2 35 8riclgeville Fire Hal 836 1,358 14 498 1,567 24 20 932 1,127 103 1,166 889 31 9 916 1,145 

3 3S Woodbridge High School 117 254 2 56 299 3 1 143 201 23 178 166 10 0 122 229 

4 35 Delaware Tedi Higbet- Ed. Building 542 733 12 322 892 14 5 518 667 81 704 485 31 5 565 637 

5 35 Redden Coramu■ity H,. 116 299 3 73 322 4 6 162 233 20 207 183 6 5 150 224 

6 35 Sussex Teduacal High SchOGI 228 451 4 137 515 6 2 245 372 55 331 292 27 1 265 386 

1 35 El•ulale Fire Hall 156 251 1 102 290 3 3 156 217 29 217 163 12 2 169 218 

I 36 lulu Ross Elemelll..-y Schol 531 851 13 266 1,071 11 12 643 662 65 761 564 24 8 562 769 318 1 
2 36 lul■ Ross Eleraelll..-y Sdiool 509 972 6 269 1,153 12 6 684 724 55 792 615 20 0 586 817 330 1 

3 36 Slaughltr Neck (oonmunity C...ter 510 657 7 259 851 3 6 570 555 28 684 436 10 1 516 588 384 

4 36 Morris Early ~mir,g Center 496 818 7 286 967 14 7 556 644 96 731 512 31 4 575 678 

5 36 Delaware Tech Jason Buildir,g 
-

121 256 2 60 307 1 2 124 232 18 195 169 5 1 152 218 

6 36 Mlriter Middle Sdtool 552 610 9 314 796 8 9 568 538 38 673 417 18 7 581 519 

7 36 H.O. Brittin_gl,1111 School 721 1,108 12 413 1,349 11 4 809 957 53 953 781 18 2 770 970 614 1 

8 36 Elle■dale fire Hall 354 491 3 210 595 7 6 371 388 66 479 303 17 6 408 391 

I 37 Lew .. Middle School 918 965 12 456 1,345 9 3 1,001 838 29 1,072 697 10 6 742 1,028 652 1 

2 31 Slields Elementary School 821 1,071 10 425 1,407 7 10 893 941 51 1,037 773 17 9 787 1,012 711 

3 37 DelDOT Buildi"!I, r11111les 9 aad 30 494 815 11 286 976 10 6 482 753 60 655 587 20 3 540 711 476 

4 37 llarbesoa Ch.rd, Hall 112 219 5 56 269 4 3 113 204 18 142 182 7 0 126 199 

5 37 Georgetown El..,enl..-y Sdtool 287 702 6 140 825 8 5 364 598 26 471 499 7 0 361 606 

6 37 N. Geo,gelGWII Eleme .. ..-y Schol 629 980 15 308 1,233 15 16 656 873 61 861 672 22 9 695 845 

7 37 Sussex Cenlnll lfi!jh School 260 496 5 139 604 6 1 279 437 42 405 332 10 0 328 416 

8 37 DelDOT Tmsportllli1111 Building, S. Bedfonl St. 135 148 0 69 193 3 6 131 138 15 170 96 5 4 142 132 

I 38 IRHighSdtool 604 1,267 10 327 1,459 12 6 763 1,022 60 876 891 19 3 642 1,126 

2 38 MillYile Fire llrAI 571 958 8 363 1,082 12 6 686 769 41 795 641 5 1 613 812 

3 38 Lord Ballwnore Eleaient..-y 857 1,367 9 528 1,591 20 5 1,073 1,076 49 1,158 923 21 6 865 1,202 

4 38 Bethany Beadi Fire Hall 656 1,009 5 365 1,232 10 6 822 809 12 869 716 2 5 600 919 

5 38 feawick 1,1..,d Town Hall 441 720 4 254 855 6 2 561 570 17 561 519 7 3 419 658 

6 38 Roxana fire Substolian 554 915 5 412 947 10 6 770 644 39 788 577 11 1 593 750 

7 38 RoXOIIG Fire 1\1111 673 1,147 6 425 1,304 14 12 820 917 66 956 753 22 11 705 985 

8 38 SelbyVJ1e Middle School 307 493 3 149 586 5 4 382 367 26 428 296 7 1 315 401 

I 39 Seaford Middle School 151 387 5 90 439 1 0 195 318 25 257 259 6 1 169 351 

2 39 Seaford Seaior Higl, Sdiaol 523 856 12 234 1,090 8 10 599 713 34 716 590 9 4 539 756 

3 39 Seaford Seaior High Sdtoal 391 651 3 188 815 4 3 459 541 30 542 445 10 1 360 607 

4 39 Sealor<I Cily Hall Anllex 518 655 6 263 865 8 6 537 583 37 665 446 13 2 489 596 

s 39 West Seaford llement..-y 352 700 8 154 863 4 7 465 534 46 577 423 8 3 370 618 

6 39 8lades Fire Hall 427 739 5 210 905 11 7 469 635 51 603 492 19 3 432 673 

7 39 Blades Elementory 335 466 5 195 562 5 4 337 400 53 475 269 18 4 356 393 

I 40 North Laurel Elementary 489 823 8 275 1,005 11 4 566 686 63 746 514 28 5 598 674 

2 40 luvel Ctrl. Middle School Fieldhouse 491 1,240 11 282 1,395 15 7 661 950 107 878 773 34 3 655 1,010 

3 40 Laurel Fire Hal 431 404 3 265 541 4 7 444 349 32 546 247 8 2 472 330 
4 40 Laurel High SdillOI 348 791 9 206 901 4 7 490 580 65 624 472 17 3 473 622 

5 40 Laurel tr,gli SdtOGI 274 446 5 150 559 2 2 345 337 27 427 255 7 3 329 345 

6 40 Delllar Fire Hol 261 780 5 162 829 6 4 426 555 48 517 458 12 3 350 621 

7 40 llel,.., Higb Sdiaal 476 849 13 275 997 10 5 676 555 73 755 475 25 8 583 653 

1 41 Gumbani fire Hall 299 816 6 152 931 8 4 348 685 81 549 522 16 1 364 720 

2 41 East MillsbGrG Elementary 296 608 5 164 713 7 2 357 494 51 442 418 16 2 331 542 
3 41 Frankford f".-e Hall 352 439 3 193 573 8 5 391 367 31 489 266 14 3 362 395 
4 '11 Dagsbaro fire Hall 341 676 9 190 792 12 5 397 558 49 500 458 19 6 376 587 
s 41 Sussex Celllral Middle Sd,ool 492 814 12 267 1,005 10 6 576 657 59 735 516 17 1 510 742 
6 41 MillslJara Ci~c Center 317 417 8 1n 532 8 2 326 376 32 403 291 11 3 316 382 
7 41 Ool Ordiord lin! Hal 715 789 11 421 1,000 13 5 663 732 85 844 547 30 7 688 733 

8 41 Lu,,g Neck e.-rary Schaal 713 969 6 448 1,126 15 10 787 788 78 876 674 33 5 699 859 
9 41 Mid S.ssex Resoie Sip,..! 147 225 4 102 250 4 2 158 190 17 193 156 8 2 175 183 163 

Election Totals for SUSSEX COUN1Y 30,098 47,003 454 16,783 16,783 551 371 34,271 38,967 3,003 41,085 31,667 1,003 249 31,484 41,231 139 408 8,221 
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1,371 689 9 932 1,030 8 907 1,138 
1,141 396 32 795 690 20 
1,011 426 20 716 662 21 
1,424 549 12 903 971 21 
1,154 585 15 763 912 14 
1,145 570 11 765 889 19 I 

1,150 665 11 757 975 12 822 993 

95 163 81 174 0 123 133 
791 346 554 14 474 461 
255 96 181 6 126 164 

1,344 99 553 989 27 1,103 560 
1,651 150 885 1,135 29 1,332 786 
308 18 111 228 7 153 198 10 713 532 
858 103 589 588 23 

JO 337 22 145 247 10 225 184 5 
521 48 258 373 7 388 269 
276 35 180 200 8 241 154 

526 837 535 783 15 699 640 
537 910 559 824 10 774 658 
412 730 505 578 10 663 471 
488 803 533 695 18 710 564 
143 230 146 220 1 172 204 
517 628 572 519 13 687 445 
738 1,040 738 985 9 873 904 
360 462 397 391 8 528 303 

576 1,211 854 880 8 756 1,061 
615 1,207 823 954 18 819 1,034 
335 933 556 681 9 650 620 
83 243 127 195 4 144 185 
156 832 400 566 2 554 427 
359 1,218 743 781 19 941 616 

~3 146 607 380 363 5 435 311 
82 195 145 118 6 

639 1233 661 1,115 16 
597 919 605 813 14 
852 1,364 875 1,202 13 
634 1,017 618 903 12 
404 744 433 634 9 
651 810 573 784 4 
713 1101 732 967 20 
312 465 319 407 6 

219 316 169 341 3 229 304 2 
!7 600 752 513 753 14 531 771 15 

430 597 379 582 9 440 548 11 
16 492 648 500 583 10 532 587 9 
J7 422 618 381 607 8 458 567 5 
!6 443 698 450 643 9 534 593 15 
14 320 453 336 406 9 416 333 15 

13 1,053 575 676 15 n1 508 19 
;2 1,460 703 959 11 985 710 10 
)8 605 442 346 8 556 246 10 
rg 918 422 659 11 
18 576 311 369 7 
76 854 331 634 9 
~8 1,034 513 715 25 

)4 176 927 456 625 9 
185 706 443 435 4 
259 514 421 342 7 
221 772 458 519 12 
286 997 664 604 12 
208 513 343 361 4 
485 968 721 707 11 
772 866 694 880 18 
184 181 164 197 0 

12, 8,396 3,880 110 95 163 1,046 5,295 475 3,721 5,640 2,352 6,446 4,802 7,653 2,926 4,082 6,500 2,776 6,444 32,093 40,099 720 5,836 5,549 126 6,888 4,899 8,746 8,734 



History 
Continued from front page 
Green. A large pole was erected in 
The Green and the emblem of the 
winning party was run up it. 
Generally the winners provided an 
ox roast. 

"However, the spirit of good 
feeling and reconciliation which 
marks the Return Day of the pres
ent was not always there in the old 
days. The losers quite often did 
not take their defeat with good 
grace and in one fight in 1844 a 
Dagsboro man was kiJled." 

The Return Day tradition grew 
and grew throughout the I 800s and 
represented a major festival in 
Georgetown every other year. 
With the turn of the century, how
ever, new forces came on the 
scene. 

The automobile and telephone 
and radio brought people closer to 
the county seat and they no longer 
had to go to Return Day to find out 
who won. Interest in the old tradi
tion began to fade. World War II 
was raging in 1942 and Return 
Day was canceled altogether. 

Following the war, however, a 
group of Republicans and 
Democrnts got together and made 
plans to bring Return Day back 
bigger and better than ever. 

While in previous years the cel
ebration was dominated by 
whichever political party had been 
victorious in the elections, the goal 
of the bipartisan Return Day com
mittee was to have a bipartisan cel
ebration. A Burying of the Hatchet 
ceremony was begun and continues 
today. The county chairpersons for 
the Republican and Democratic 
parties join together on the review
ing stand and signify a reunifica
tion of purpose, following often
bitter campaigns, by burying the 
hatchet. 

Retorn Day has been a festive 
celebration throughout the second 
half of this century - and has even 
gained national prominence on 
ABC-TV's "Good Morning 
America." 

Delaware's General Assembly 
gave the event official recognition 
in 1965 when it made Return Day 
a legal half-day holiday for Sussex 
County. This year, under the guid
ance of Return Day veteran organ
izer Rosalie Walls, volunteers will 

Bridgeville Fire Department's 2002 Return Day float paid tribute to those firefighters who 
died in the 9/11 attack on the World Trade Center. 

staff Return Day activities that 
have been scheduled from 6:30 in 
the morning to dusk. 

Return Day, with its candidates 
and carriages, free ox roast sand
wiches and speeches, rousing 

music and festive parade, is a great 
Sussex County tradition - unique 
in all the world. 

Youth Entertainment Stage to Feature Wide Array of Events Oakley Named Grand 
Marshal; Honorary 

Marshals Announced 
The Delaware Electric Cooperative 

youth entertainment stage at Return Day 
festivities in Georgetcwn Thursday, Nov. 
4, will feature youth singers, dancers, 
baton, fiddlers and recitals from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m .. The youth will also honor military 
personnel. 

Big Brothers-Big Sisters at Delaware 
will give out the Sussex Countian's youth 
stage entertainment schedule and color
ing page, with crayons for the coloring 
contest. Deadline date for entering 1he 
coloring contest ls Friday, Nov. 12. 
Pr-,mier Glass & Screen Inc., Frankford 
ha.s donated trophies. U.S. Savings 
bands are donated by Citizen's Bank, on 
The Circle. Gitt Cards have been donat
ed by Wal-Mart Super Center 
Georgetown Store, and three · fluffy 
stuffed puppies donated by Mother's 
Against Drunk Driving Delaware Chapter. 
The Sussex County Return Day will pro
vide blue, red and yellow ril,bons tor the 
winners. Awards will be presented by 
Nov. 19. 

Boy Scout Troop 95 will assist with 
red, white. and blue balloons donated by 
Givens' Flowers & Gifts, Georgetown. 
Truth & Life Center of Georgetown teens 
will paint faces. Girl Scout Cadet Troop 
701 and the Daisies will distribute 

American flags, patriotic tattoos, and yel
low ribbons. The Amer;can flags, bal
loons, tattoos and yellow ribbons are free 
while they last. Clowns will juggle, and 
entertain as well. Taylor Amusement 
Shows from Wye Mills, Md. will provide 
rides and thrills. 

The Youth Entertainment Stage will be 
located on East Market Street For addi
tional information call Jo Ann Kruger 
Chair Youth Activities Stage 856-9495 or 
Sussex County Return Day office 855-
0722. 

The complete schedule includes: 
• 9 a.m. Medley of Songs - Jordan & 

Strickland Warfel 
9:30 a.m. "Welcome" by Jake 

Breasure - Master of Ceremonies, and 
introduction of Keely Gorman, 2004 
Return Day Youth Ambassador; Chase 
Harmon, Junior Master of Ceremonies 

9;31 a.m. Chase Harmon, speaking on 
"Return Day" and "Service Men & 
Women" 

9;36 a.m. Present Flags Navy JROTC 
- Seaford Senior High School & 
American Legion Post 28 Oak Orchard 
Color Guard 

9;39 a.m. 'The Star-Spangled Banner'' 
sung by Elise Harmon 

9:43 a.m. Jake Breasure recognizes 

Cupola Gets 
a Makeover 

Clock, Bell Back in Order 
A new cupola sits atop the Sus

sex County Courthouse on the 
Circle in Georgetown. 

The 28,000-pound structure was 
rebuilt because of deterioration, 
particularly its east side. The 
cupola, a clock and a large antique 
bell located inside were removed 
following Return Day 2002. 

The bell, cast by Bernhard & 
Co. in 1857, was kept in its origi
nal wooden cradle and replaced 
inside the cupola in the early 
hours of Sunday, Oct. 17. 

and honors veterans 
9:45 a.m. •o Say Can You See" sung 

by Amy Pugliese 
9:50 a.m. Jake Breasure and Chase 

Harmon read names of Delaware sol
diers lost in Iraq and Afghanistan 

9:53 a.m. Moment of silence 
9:54 a.m. "Dixie" and "Battle Hymn of 

the Repul:Jlic" and The Ladies Aid Society 
at Sussex County with Katie Hughes, 
Jordan Frey, Kate Frey, Meghan Lee, 
Emily Mathews, & Kylie Dietzel 

10;04 a.m. Sandy's Starlites Baton 
Twirling Club and Color Guard performs 

10:08 a.m. ''Tomorrow" and "You 
Raise Me Up' sung by Sierra Spicer 

10:14 a.m. Jazz dancers Whitney 
Handy and Catrina Church perform 

10;17 a.m. "Dusi in the Wind" sung by 
Melissa Alesi accompanying herself with 
a guitar 

10:21 a.m. "Aaron's Party" rap by Tay 
Moore 

10;26 a.m. Sandy's Starlites Baton 
Queens perform 

10:30 a.m. "Part of Your World" sung 
by Janelle Marie Ames, Little Miss 
Millsboro 

10:34 a.m. Poem "One Night in My 
Room" - recited by Courtney Russum, 
Little Miss Georgetown 

10:36 a.m. "Daddy's Hand" recited by 
Jazmyne Harris, Miss Petite Dover 

10;39 a.m. Poem "Sticklie Lickie" recit
ed by Adriana Roque, Little Miss 
Harbeson 

10:40 a.m. Ballet dancer Ashley 
Wilson performs 

10:45 a.m. Christonee & Alexis 
Hudson sing 'Ain't No Mountain High 
Enough" 

10:49 a.m. "Born to Fly" sung by 
Chelsea Betts, Miss Teen Georgetown 

10;55 a.m. "Boogie Woogie Bugle 
Boy' and "Respect" performed by The 
Alley Cat Dance Troupe 

11 :10 a.m. Patriotic song ''America the 
Beautiful" and in Spanish "God Bless the 
USA" sung by Stephanie Benavides 

11 :15 a.m. Georgetown Boys & Girls 
Club Choir sings 

11 :25 a.m. Students of the Delaware 
Music School perform 

11 :45 a.m. Jazz dancers Whitney 
Handy and Carlina Church perform 

11 :48 a.m. Cab Calloway School of 
the Arts studerrts perform 

12:10 p.m. Middletown High School 
"Ensemble Choir' performs 

12:30 p.m. DJ TECH- Chase Harmon 
1 p.m. "God Bless America" sung by 

Rebecca Wilson 

Sussex County Return Day ha~ 
named Pete Oakley 
of Lewes, winner of 
the British Open, as 
its grand marshal. 
Oakley, touring pro
fessional from The 
Rookery, won the 
British Senior Open 
on July 25. 

Oakley was instru
men!al in the design 
and opening of The 
Rookery in 2000. 

Honorary grand 
marshals are C. Rus
sell McCabe, manag
er of the Delaware 
Public Archives, and 
Dan Gaffney, WG
MD morning talk 
show host. 

PETE OAKr~gy 

C.Rt~l<LL 

DAN GAFFNEY 

Ox Sandwiches: A Big Part 
of the Return Day Tradition 

Free ox roast sandwkhes are distributed on Thursday following the events on 
the Circle around 3:30 p.m. Stop by during the day to see ox.-'slow r~asting on a 
spit in the ox roast building under the watchful eye of Ox Roast Committee 
Chair Danny Milburn. 

The "ox" is beeffrom one of Delaware's finest cattle ranches and it is pre
pared with all required health permits. About 1,200 ox roast sandwiches are 
prepared and given away each Return Day. 

Cold beer is for sale from the VFW beer truck until 11 p.m. under the direc
tion of Town Crier W. Layton Johnson. No ID, no beer. 

The ox cooks all night and takes about 24 hours to reach that perfect, mouth
watering flavor using the secret Return Day sauce recipe. 

ln the 23-month interim after its 
initial removal, the bell was on 
exhibit at the Georgetown Histori
cal Society. 

Rosalie Walls photo 
The 28,000-pound cupola was lifted 

atop the Sussex County Courthouse in 
the early hours of Oct. 17, by John L. 
Briggs& Co. 
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COUNCILMEN 

EDWIN 0, PEPPER, First Wa,-d 

EDWIN ROACH, s,,r.ond Wa,-d 

LESTER H. PITTARD, Third Ward 

WARREN W. EDINGER, Jo'o,wth Wai·d 

GEORGETOWN, DELAWARE MAYOR 
HaNey B, Spice,· 

VlCE•MAYOR 
Edwin 0. Pep11e1· 

SECRETARY 
Edwln ltoaeh 

POLICE COMMISSlONER 
W&rrEn W. Edin!c(er 

October 20, 1958 

Dear Sir oi• Madam: 

The Town Council of Georgetown cooperating with the 

Chairmen of the Democrat and Republican parties are making 

plans for the traditional "Return Daf' celebration on Thursday, 

November 6, 1958. 

W c request your presence to this traditional celebration. 

The parade will be at 2 :00 o'clock P. M. and a national speaker 

will be present. 

lt is customary for the elected officials and present office 

holders to ride in the parade. 

Sincerely yours, 

Town Council of Georgetown 

Secretary 
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1791-1968: A Time To Remember 

By William P. Frank 

History books and historical records do not tell us when 
Return Day was started in Sussex Coun~y. 

Back m 1791, the General Assembly granted a petition of 
Sussex Count.rans that the "seat of justice" be moved from 
Lewes to a more central and convenient part of the county. 
The General Assembly authorized a board of 10 commissioners 
to buy not more than 100 acres "near the cenWT of the 
county at the place called 'James Pettijohn's Old Field' or 
within two milef3 of the house where Ebenezer Pettijohn now 
resides.'' 

The same boar,d of commissioners had orders from the 
General Assembly to build a court house, a jail, a pillory and 
a whipping post. 

Later in 1791, the General Assembly decreed that James 
Pettijohn's· Old Field shall be known as George-town, in honor 
of George Mitchell who was the chairman of the acquisition 
commission. 

For years, Sussex Countians seemed to have the idea that 
Return Day was pectiliar to and characteristic only of their 
county and its county seat. The historical fact is much more 
interesting and certainly more t o the credit of Sussex County. 
The truth is· that Sussex County and Georgetown have been 
more faithful to Delaware customs than two upper counties of 
New Castle and Kent. For in the early days, according to the 
law, all election inspectors were required to deliver their tally 
sheets to 1:he court house of their respective counties on the 
Thursiday after Election Day. 

That made it an occasion for the people from far and wide 
to gather in thew county seats to hear and learn the results. 
Only Sussex Cou.ntians seemed to have taken such a persona.I 
interest in their elections; and so down through the years, in 
good sea.son and bad, they flocked by the thousands to the hub 
of Sussex antl settled in and near the court house. Of course, 
it wasn't always that the people were a;ble to learn the results 
of the elections, particularly in the tight ones, but they aJl 
had a good time. 
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1970 OFFICERS 

Mrs. Jean West, President 
Vincent J. Sears, Vice President 
Mrs. Carol W. Collins, Secretary 

Mayor W. Layton Johnson, Treasurer 

DIRECTORS 

Mrs. Nell Barr 
Eugene Bowne 

John Briggs 
Mrs. Charlotte Campbell 

Mrs. Claire Croll 
Miles Frederick 

Thomas Henning 
Edward Marzoa 

Gordon McFadden 
John Purnell 

Anthony Racaniello 
James Sabo 

Master of Ceremonies -- Mr. Houston Wilson 

Parade Marshal -- Mr. Louis "Bud" Collins 

Guest Marshal -- Mr; Alan Glover 

Old Timers Judges 

Mrs. David Conly 
Mrs. Lewis Knowles 

Mrs. Mabel Lambden 

Antique Car Judges 

Mr. John S. Cordrey 
Mr. Andrew Rice 
Mr. William Jones 

I J 

Parade Judges 

Mr. David J. Coniy 
Mr. H. W. Hoad Froehlich 

Mr. Lewis Knowles 
Mr. Glenn Smoot 

. Mr~.Wi11iam L. Steele 
. IVlr. George W. Wilkins.• 

, ' ' . 

Parade Announcer -- Mr. "Country Chuck" Manning 



RETURN DAY 

PROGRAM 

11:30 A.M. - LUNCHEON FOR CANDIDATES ] 

(Thomas C. Mulligan Hall, Grace J 
Methodist Church, South King Street, 

Georgetown) 

1 :30 P.M. - PARADE 

(Starts promptly at 1 : 30 from 

Georgetown High School. Will travel 

East on Market St.) 

3 :00 P.M. - OFFICIAL RETURNS 

Announcement by James F. Walls 

PUBLIC SPEAKING 

( at the Circle) 

AWARDS 

4:30 P.M. - OLD-FASHION OX ROAST 

(Just off Circle on North Bedford 

Street) 



PROGRAM AT THE CIRCLE 

National Anthem ....... Sussex Central High School Band 

Invocation ............ The Reverend Charles E. Covington 

Greetings .... . ............... . . . . Mr. Houston Wilson 

Welcome ........... .. ..... .. Mayor W. Layton Johnson 

Announcement of National, State and County Returns ..... 
. . . Mr. Ronald Dodd 

Brief Remarks •· 

Gov. Russell Peterson 
Lt. Gov. Eugene Bookhammer 
U. S. Senator J. Caleb Boggs 

U.S. Representative William V. Roth 
Former Gov. Elbert N. Carvel 

Fonner Sen. J. Allen Frear 
Brig. Gen. Lawrence F. Snoddy, USMC 

Introduction of National Candidates --
. . . By Mr. Houston Wilson 

Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Senator John J. Williams 

Introduction of County Candidates •-
.. - By Mr. Houston Wilson 

Presentation of Awards .... . .. .... .... Parade Chairman, 
... Mrs. Charlotte Campbell 

Appreciation ..... ; ........... Chairman, Mrs. Jean West 

Benediction ........... The Reverend Charles E. Covington 



LETTER OF THANKS 

On behalf of the officers and directors of the 
Sussex County Return Day Committee, I would like 
to take this opportunity to express our sincere gratitude 
to each and every person who has helped in so many 
ways to make Return Day a reality again this year. 

To all of the officers and directors, who have 
spent so ma_ny hours and performed so many jobs 
behind the scenes, I want to give a special word of 
thanks. Without these dedicated and lo-val citizens, an 
event like this could never take place. 

In times such as we live today, with tf,,e civil 
unrest at home and the troubled times around the 
world, we are indeed _lortuna,te to be able to have the 
opportunity to celebrate our time honored Sussex 
County Return Day. There is no other place in the 
world, where, after an election both the winning and 

. . 

the defeated candidate.~ meet, sliake hands and ride 
in the same vehicle for a parade through the streets. 

Let us always continue to celebrate Return Day 
in Sussex County. I know of no better way to show 
future generations that there can be good sportsman
ship among candidates after a hard and vigorous 
political campaign. 

!J.ohn q_ Pu'lnell 
Chairman 



Retum Day was usually an occasion for rivalry among 
the election officers-to see who could make it by horseback 
first to the court hOlUle. In the meantime, the air of festivity 
and the spirit of rustic carnivals prevailed in the vicinity of 
the court house s9uare. Al:l kinds of food-and bad liquors
were sold f rom booths and stalls--Delawaire biscuits and hot 
earn pone, rabbit roasted on spits and of course fried chicken, 
oysters a nd clams, white and sweet potatoes baked in hot 
ashes. 

The people made for Georgetown by horse and buggy, 
fa.rm wagons, on horse or mule back--and later of course, 
by excursion trains, 

The town's two hotels did a lively bar business an,d it must 
have been through the influence of their managers tha.t 
eventually, a crackdown was made on the itinerant vendors 
of moonshine. 

On most Return Days, large strips of muslin were extend
ed from one side of the oourt house to the other in the years 
of presidentiaJ1 elections. The names of the states that had 
gone one way or another were painted on the muslin with 
the approximate majorities. 

The festivities of Return Day, of course, varied according 
to the excitement of the elections. For example in 1882 when 
Charle.s Stockley was elected governor, people cheered and 
guns boomed out as a victory procession moved through 
Georgetown. The "center piece" of the para.de was a boat, 
named "The Constitution," decorated with e. large blue hen 
and a coonskin cap suspended from the mast. 

And there standing on the quarterdeck of the boat on 
wheels was the victorious governor-elect. When the ship ar
rived in front of tihe court house, the new governor was lifted 
on the shoulders of brawny men who carried him triumphantly 
into the court house and up to the balcony to speak to the 
cheering throng. 

It can not be said that all Return Days were orderly. The 
newspapers of the past century always commented on whether 
there was any trouble. For example, the Morning News in 1884 
noted: "Everything considered, the crowd was remark•bly 
orderly and seemed jubilant over the cowity vict.ory and the 



prospect for the inauguration of a Democratic president cm 
the 4th of March next." 

As it happened, the Return Day crowd in Georgetown that 
~ didn't learn that Grover Cleveland was really elected 
president until. several days later. 

If the weather was pleasant, Return Day festivities would 
extend over Friday and Satuxday, marked by plenty of enter
taining, -old fashion eating and drinking, and even cock fights 
behind the barns on the outskirts of the town. 

In the early days, a Sussex farmer would never think of 
missing Return Day in Georgetown, although as the years 
passed and so-called sophistication seeped into Sussex County, 
Retw"ll Day dwindled to a somewhat perfunotory occasion. In 
1942, because of the war, it was cancelled but was later revived 
as people began to rea:lize tha,t Return Day was one of the few 
genuine folk customs in this part of the country, different in 
many ways from the more synthetic fiestas. 
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Sussex County Georgetown, Delaware 

Thursday, Nov. 9, 1972 



HISTORY OF SUSSEX COUNTY RETURN DAY 

By W. Emerson Wilson 

''Return Day" has been a custom "peculiar to the people 
of Sussex since time immemorial'', J. Thomas Scharf 
wrote in his "History of Delaware" back in 1888. 

But "time immemorial" is a very indefinite term and 
certainly indicates no specific or even approximate date. 
When, therefore, did "Return Day" actually originate? 

In colonial days elections were held at the county seat 
and this custom was continued under the first state con
stitution of 1776 but Lewes was a long way from the Delmar 
area and the citizens of western Sussex objected strongly 
to traveling such long distances to the polls. 

In January, 1791, the General Assembly directed that a 
commission choose a central site for a new county seat. 
This was done by May and the new town, named Georgetown 
after George Mitchell, one of the commissioners, was 
ready for the election of 1792. 

Was the first ''Return Day'' held that year? One may 
assume that it was, but ifthatis true it was much different 
than the "Return Days" of the present era. Voters had to 
drive into Georgetown to cast their ballots and it is un
likely that they would return two days later for the results. 
Undoubtedly the results of the election were known that 
night or the next day and the voters would stay over to 
learn the results. 

As early as 1803 complaints about having to go to 
Georgetown over rough roads in bad weather, leaving their 
families at home unprotected, were made by large groups 
of men in the outer districts. 

It took a long time in those days for the people to change 
customs, especially in Sussex County, so it was not until 
1828 that the General Assembly adopted new election laws 
providing that the Presidential electors should be chosen 
by the people rather than by the Legislature and that the 
polling places should be in the hundreds rather than at the 
county seat. This meant that the election officers had to 
bring the results from each of the hundreds into George
town where they were turned over to the sheriff and 
tabulated and the results announced from the courthouse 
at noon on Thursday. 

Thus the voters did not have to go very far from home 
to vote, but since there were no county newspapers in 
those days there was no way of knowing who had won the 
election. So many of the farmers decided to take a day off, 
load their whole families into wagons and go to Georgetown 
on Thursday to get the results. 

Continued on page 5 
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1972 OFFICERS 
Mrs. Jean West, President 

Mrs. Charlotte Campbell, Vice President 
Mrs. Carol W. Collins, Secretary 

John T. Purnell, Treasurer 

HONORARY DIRECTORS 

Richard L. Timmons 
Wm. E. Chandler, Jr. 

John L. Briggs 

DIRECTORS 

Mrs. Nell Barr 
H. Eugene Bowne 
George F. Couch 
Mrs. Claire Croll 
Ronald F. Dodd 

Miles L. Frederick 

W. Layton Johnson 
Robert L. Littleton 
Gordon C. McFadden 
Anthony Racaniello 

Vincent J. Sears 
John E. Unruh 

Master of Ceremonies - - Mr. Houston Wilson 

Parade Marshall -- Mrs. Edna Layton 

Old Timers Judges 
Mrs. Mabel Lambden 
Mrs. Carilee Short 

Antique Car Judges 

Mr. John S. Cordrey 
Mr. James P. Hammond, Jr . 

Mr. Andrew Rice 

Parade Judges 

E. Richard Haarde 
Joseph F. Hulihan 
William T. Quillen 

Charles F. Smith 
Glenn T. Smoot 

Pres ton C. Town send 

Parade Announcer - - Mr. ''Country Chuck'' Manning 



RETURN DAV PROGRAM 

11:00 A.M. -- LUNCHEON FOR CANDIDATES 
Georgetown Fire House, 
South Bedford Street 

1:30 P.M. -- PARADE 
( Starts promptly at 1 :30 P. M. from George
town High School. Will travel East on Market 
Street .) 

3:00 P.M. -- OFFICIAL RETURNS 
Announcement by Ronald Dodd 

PUBLIC SPEAKING 
( At The Circle) 

AWARDS 

4:00 P.M. -- BAND CONCERT 
( First United States Army Band, Fort 
George G. Meade, Maryland, Conductor and 
Commanding Officer, Chief Warrant Officer, 
Harold M. Emigh) 

4:30 P.M. -- OLD FASHION OX ROAST 
( Just off Circle on North Bedford St.) 



1 

l 

l 
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PROGRAM AT THE CIRCLE 

National Anthem ....... Sussex Central High School Band 

Invocation ............ The Reverend Charles E. Covington 

Greetings ........................ Mr. Houston Wilson 

Welcome .................... Mayor W. Layton Johnson 

Announcement of National, State and County Returns ..... 
. . . Mr. Ronald Dodd 

Brief Remarks - -
Gov. Russell W. Peterson 

Lt. Gov. Eugene Bookhammer 
U.S. Senator J. Caleb Boggs 
U.S. Senator William V. Roth 

U.S. Representative Pierre S. duPont IV 
Former Gov. Elbert N. Carvel 

Former Sen. J. Allen Frear 
Former Sen. John J. Williams 

Col. Richard L. Lyman 
Senior Army Advisor to the Delaware Army National Guard 
Representing the Commander of the 1st United States Army 

Lt. Col. J. Caleb Boggs Jr. - U.S.M.C._ 
(VMF-321, MARTD) 

Capt. James P. Adams - Dela. Army Nat 1 1. Guard 
( Commanding Officer - 101 Pl DETA) 

Introduction of National Candidates --
... By Mr. Houston Wilson 

Address ....... • • • ••.••••Dr. George M. Warrilow 

Introduction of County Candidates --
... By Mr. Houston Wilson 

Presentation of Awards ............... Parade Chairman, 
... Mrs. Charlotte Campbell 

Appreciation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chairman, Mrs. Jean West 

Benediction ........... The Reverend Charles E. Covington 



Continued from inside front cover 

It would seem that "Return Day'' as we now know it 
probably started with the election of 1830 or the Presi
dential election of 18n_ Certainly by the 1840s the custom 
was well established. 

Several thousand persons \vould pour into Georgetown 
that mcrnlng comrng on foot, in 'Nagons drawn by mules, 
horses, or oxen, in earriages of all types and on horseback. 

While waiting for the results the crowd listened to band 
concerts, wagered on cockfights, and engaged in other 
pasttimes. Soon merchants saw an opportunity for gain 
and stalls :u1d booths selling all kinds of food, clothing, 
and other articles were set up. 

The results were read from the door of the courthouse 
at noon and were printed on a white sheet hoisted ovPr 
the courthouse door. The \Vinning candidates were placed 
on to the shoulders of their adherents and paraded around 
the Green. A large pole was erected in the Green and the 
emblem of the winning party was run up it. Generally an 
ox roast was provided by the \\'inners. 

However, the spirit of good feeling and reconciliation 
which marks the ''Return Day'' of the present was not 
always there in the old days. The losers quite often did not 
take their defeat with good grace and in one fight in 1844 
a Dagsboro man was killed. 

One of the flags made for the victory of Polk in 1844 
for ''Return Day'' was carried by a group of voters going 
to the polls in 1862. The Civil War was being fought and 
feelings wer!' running high. The Republicans had had the 
Lincoln administration bring in out-of-state soldiers 
to guard the polls. These soldiers did not recognize the 
Pulk flag, thought 1t was a Confederate one, so they tore 
it to pieces and arrested all of thP m Pn who had been carry
ing it. 

Generally there ·was a spirit of jollification with many of 
the participants appearing in old clothP-s dug out of attics 
and others in outlandish costumP-s thPy improvised. The 
news of the good ti mes to be had in GeorgPtcnvn on "RPturn 
Day" spread and many peopie from the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland came into the town on that day to join the fun 
even though they had no i11terest in the outcome of the 
election. 

One of the he::;t descriptions of "Return Day" was that 
published in the Wilrnini;ton Every Evening which sent a 
city slicker down tu Georgetov..-n to cover the event in 
1872 Just one h:.mdred years :1go. Excerpts from his story 
follow: 



''Strolling from the Brick Hotel kept by a New Castle 
man, J. H. Wood, I found in front of the courthouse and on 
either side of the main street leading to the jail work 
benches, tables, and temporary stands, numbering 30 or 40 
and called stalls and many were the boxes of confections 
on them.'' 

"By 10 o'clock people of both sexes and all colors 
dressed in every manner and style, in wagons drawn 
by one, two and four horses with mule teams as well 
poured in from all directions. The ladies especially 
were gotten up well and I doubt not Harpers would have 
sent one of the best artists of the fashion world had they 
known of the day. 

"By noon at least 2,000 persons had been added to the 
town's population for every avenue, lane, alley and street 
were lined with wagons in which old fashioned settees 
and chairs, some going back to Revolutionary times, had 
been installed as seats." 

"Many dined at the hotels, others fared sumptuously 
in their wagons and carriages while others enjoyed roast 
beef, turkey, chicken, fish, coon, rabbits and possum at 
will, all of which could be had among the stalls cooked to 
order. Many ladies who had not visited the "Capitol" 
since the last "Return Day" could be seen in the crowd 
buying nicknacks for "the little ones" 

'' A part of the programme of the day is to see that young 
girls are treated. A pretty young lady, whether acquainted 
or not, is licensed to receive a box of candy and be it 
said for the young gentlemen of Sussex that no pretty 
dams el goes a way empty.'' 

This writer was not interested in the outcome of the 
election because his paper had already announced that 
Grant had carried the State and nation. Even Sussex, 
a Democratic stronghold, had given Grant a majority 
of 58 since the Democrats could not stand Horace Greeley, 
their own candidate, whom they considered too radical. 

The unidentified writer stressed that "Return Day" 
was peculiar to Sussex County. In New Castle and Kent 
the returns were generally known the same night and 
then the winners would hold their ''Jubilation'' consisting 
of a parade and speeches by the winners as long as a week 
after the election. 

In 1882 the feature of the "Return Day" parade was a 
boat mounted on wheels rigged like a ship and labeled 
"Old Constitution". Six men on horseback rode in front 
of it and 120 more in back of it. On the quarter deck 
was Governor-elect Charles Stockley who was cheered 
as the craft moved along the streets. 



"Return Day" continued through the 1890s and on into 
the pr.esent century. But wi,th the advent of automobiles, 
which made the visit to Georgetown from any part of 
Sussex onl y a matter of minutes, and with the arrival 
of radio which let the people know the results of elections 
even before the newspapers arrived, interest in the old 
custom began to dwindle. 

There was a big celebration in 1936 when Franklin D. 
Roosevelt won in a landslide and the Democrats carried 
the State for the first time in many years. "Return Day" 
was canceled altogether in 1942 because of World War II, 
but it was too good an event to let die in Sussex County 
where traditions are important. It was not long before 
a group of interested citizens of both the Republican and 
Democrat parties joined together to revive it. 

The progress made in the development of computors, 
modern communications, and the use of voting machines 
soon made it possible to know the results of election 
returns within minutes after the poles were closed. Not 
so in 1962 when the official returns for one State office 
wer.i not determined until after "Return Day" had come 
and gone. •• • 

Throughout the 50s anct 60s enthusiasm grew beyond 
all expectations as was evident with a bill being passed 
in the State Legislature in 1965 maki ng ''Return Day11 

a legal hal f holiday for Sussex County. From that time 
to th~ present this .celebration has attracted more and 
more candidates from Kent and New Castle Counties who 
enjoy riding in the parade and joining in all of the activities 
of the day. The spectators have also increased in numbers, 
to the point where it Ls now necessary to roast two oxen 
to feed the hungry crowds after the speeches have been 
made on the square in Georgetown. 

l 
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Thursday, Nov. 7, 1974 



HISTORY OF SUSSEX COUNTY RETURN DAY 

By W. Emerson Wilson 

''Return Day'' has been a custom' 'peculiar to the people 
of Sussex sine e ti me immemorial'', J. Thomas Scharf 
wrote in his ''History of Delaware'' back in 1888. 

But ''time immemorial'' is a very indefinite term and 
certainly indicates no specific or even approximate date. 
When, therefore, did "Return Day" actually originate? 

In colonial days elections were held at the county seat 
and this custom was continued under the first state con
stitution of 1776 but Lewes was a long way from the Delmar 
area and the citizens of western Sussex objected strongly 
to traveling such long distances to the polls. 

In January, 1791, the General Assembly directed that a 
commission choose a central site for a new county seat. 
This was done by May and the new town, named Georgetown 
after George Mitchell, one of the commissioners, was 
ready for the election of 1792. 

Was the first ''Return Day'' held that year? One may 
assume that it was, but ifthatistrue it was much different 
than the "Return Days" of the present era. Voters had to 
drive into Georgetown to cast their ballots and it is un
likely that they would return two days later for the results. 
Undoubtedly the results of the election were known that 
night or the next day and the voters would stay over to 
learn the results. 

As early as 1803 complaints about having to go to 
Georgetown over rough roads in bad weather, leaving their 
families at home unprotected, were made by large groups 
of men in the outer districts. 

It took a long time in those days for the people to change 
customs, especially in Sussex County, so it was not until 
1828 that the General Assembly adopted new election laws 
providing that the Presidential electors should be chosen 
by the people rathf'r than by the Legislature and that the 
pol ling places should be in the hundreds rather than at the 
county seat. This meant that the election officers had to 
bring the results from each of the hundreds into George
town where they were turned over to the sheriff and 
ta bu lated and the results announced from the courthouse 
at noon on Thursday. 

Thus the voters did not have to go very far from home 
to vote, but since there were no county newspapers in 
those days there was no way of knowing who had won the 
election. So many of the farmers decided totake a day off, 
load their whole families into wagons and go to Georgetown 
on Thursday to get the results. 

Continued on page 5 
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1974 OFFICERS 

Mrs. Jean West, President 
Ronald Dodd, Vice President 
Mrs. Carol Collins, Secretary 

John T. Purnell, Treasurer 

Mrs. Nell Barr 
Eugene Bowne 

HONORARY DIRECTORS 
Oliver E. Hill 
Ralph Benson 
JohnCannon 

William Chandler 
Richard Timmons 

DIRECTORS 

Mrs. Charlotte Campbell 
George Couch 

Robert Littleton 
Jack W. Owens 
Anthony Racaniello 
Vincent Sears 

Mrs. Claire Croll John Unruh 
Miles Frederick Mrs. Rosalie Walls 
W. Layton Johnson 

Master of Ceremonies -- Mr. Houston Wilson 

Parade Marshall-- Mrs. Edna Layton 

Old Timers Judges 

Mrs. Mabel Lambden 
Mrs. Carilee Short 

Antique Car Judges 

Mr. John S. Cordrey 
Mr. Jaines P. Hammond, Jr. 

Mr. Andrew Rice 

Parade Judges 

Mr. Ralph Aurillo 
Mr. George Bryson 

Mr. Ned Hankins 
Mr. Charles G. Lamb 
Mr. Charles F. Smith 
Mrs. Irene Shendoan 

Parade Announcer•· Mr. Jeffrey C. Pringle 



RETURN DAY PROGRAM . 

lL00 a.m. - LUNCHEON FOR CANDIDATES 
Georgetown Fire House 
South Bedford Street 

1:30 P.M. - PARADE 
(Starts promptly at 1:30 P.M. from Georgetown High 
School. Will travel East on Market Street ) 

3:00 P.M. - OFFICIAL RETURNS 
AnnoWlcement by Ronald Dodd 

PUBLIC SPEAK.ING 
( At the Circle) 

AWARDS 

4:00 P.M. - BAND CONCERT 
(First United States Army Band, Fort George G. Meade, 
Maryland, Conductor, Warrant Officer James C. Choates; 
Assistant, Sergeant Michael Oniffrey) 

4:30 P.M. - OLD FASHION OX ROAST 
(Just off Circle on North Bedford Street) 



PROGRAM AT THE CIRCLE 

National Anthem ........................ Sussex Central High School Band 

Soloist ......................................................................... Mrs. Jane Helm 

Invocation ................................. The Reverend Charles E. Covington 

Greetings .............................................................. Mr. Houston Wilson 

Welcome ...................... : ................................ Mayor W. Layton Johnson 

First Official Sussex County Flag Raising ................................ . 
. .... William C. Scott -designer of the first Official Sussex County Flag 

Sussex County Bi-Centennial F1ag Raising .......................................... . 
..... Oliver E. Hill -President, Sussex County Council 

Announcement of National, State and County Returns ........... . 
.. . Mr. Ronald Dodd 

Address ................................................................... Dr. John A. Munroe 

Brief Remarks -

Gov. Sherman W. Tribbitt 
Lt. Gov. Eugene D. Bookhammer 

U.S. Senator William V. Roth 
U.S. Senator Joseph R. Riden 

U.S. Representative PierreS. duPont, IV 
Fonner Gov. Russell W. Peterson 

Former Gov. ElbertN. Car-vel 
Fonner Sen. JohnJ. Williams 

Former Sen. J. Allen Frear 
Former Sen. J. Caleb Boggs 

Maj. Gen. William H. Blakefield 
Deputy Commanding General 

First United States Army 

Introduction of County Candidates ............................. Mr. Houston Wilson 

Presentation of Awards ........................................ Parade Co-Chairman, 
... Mrs. Charlotte Campbell 

Appreciation ... .............................................. Chairman, Mrs. Jean West 

Benediction .............................. The Reverend Charles E. Covington 



Continued from inside front cover 

It would seem that " Return Day" as we now know it 
probably started with the election of 1830 or the Presi
dential election of 1832. Certainly by the 1840sthe custom 
was well established. 

Sever al thousand persons would pour into Georgetown 
that morning coming on f oot, in wagon s drawn by mules, 
hor ses, o r oxen , in carriages of all types and on horseback. 

While waiting for the results the crowd listened to band 
concerts , wagered on cockfights , and engaged in other 
pasttimes. Soon merchants saw an opportunity for gain 
and s talls and booths selling all kinds of food, clothing, 
and other articl es were set up. 

The results were read from the door of the courthouse 
at noon and were printed on a white sheet hoisted over 
the courthouse door . The winning candidates were placed 
on to the shoulders of their adherents and paraded around 
the Green. A large pole was erected in the Green and the 
emblem of the winning party was run up it. Generally an 
ox roast was provided by the winners. 

However, the spirit of good feeling and reconciliation 
which marks the ''Return Day'' of the present was not 
always there in the old days. The losers quite often did not 
take their defeat with good grace and in one fight in 1844 
a Dagsboro man was killed. 

One of the flags made for the victory of Polk in 1844 
fo r " Return Day" was carried by a group of voters going 
to the polls in 1862. The Civil War was being fought and 
feelings wer e running high. The Republicans had had the 
Lincoln administration bring in out-of-state soldiers 
to guard the pol ls . These soldiers did not r ecognize the 
Polk flag , thought it was a Confederate one, so they tore 
it t o pieces and arrested all of the m en who had been carry
ing it. 

Gener ally there was a spirit of jollification with many of 
the partic ipants appearing in old clothes dug out of attics 
and o thers in outlandish costumes they improvised. The 
news of the good times to be had in Georgetown on "Return 
Day" spread and many people from the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland came into the town on that day to join the fun 
even though they had no interest in the outcome of the 
election. 

One of the best descriptions of "Return Day" was that 
published in the Wilmington Every Evening which sent a 
city slicker down to Georgetown to cover the event in 
1872 just one hundred years ago. Excerpts from his story 
follow: 



Continued from inside front cover 

It would seem that "Return Day" as we now know it 
probably started with the election of 1830 or the Presi
dential election of 1832. Certainly by the 1840s the custom 
was well established. 

Several thousand persons would pour into Georgetown 
that morning coming on foot, in wagons drawn by mules, 
horses, or oxen, in carriages of all types and on horseback. 

While waiting for the results the crowd listened to band 
concerts, wagered on cockfights, and engaged in other 
pasttimes. Soon merchants saw an opportunity for gain 
and stalls and booths selling all kinds of food, clothing, 
and other articles were set up. 

The results were read from the door of the courthouse 
at noon and were printed on a white sheet hoisted over 
the courthouse door. The winning candidates were placed 
on to the shoulders of their adherents and paraded around 
the Green. A large pole was erected in the Green and the 
emblem of the winning party was run up it. Generally an 
ox roast was provided by the winners. 

However, the spirit of good feeling and reconciliation 
which marks the ''Return Day'' of the present was not 
always there in the old days. The losers quite often did not 
take their defeat with good grace and in one fight in 1844 
a Dagsboro man was killed. 

One of the flags made for the victory of Polk in 1844 
for "Retur,n Day" was carried by a group of voters going 
to the polls in 1862. The Civil War was being fought and 
feelings were running high. The Republicans had had the 
Lincoln administration bring in out-of-state soldiers 
to guard the polls. These soldiers did not recognize the 
Polk flag, thought it was a Confederate one, so they tore 
it to pieces and arrested all of the men who had been carry
ing it. 

Generally there was a spirit of jollification with many of 
the participants appearing in old clothes dug out of attics 
and others in outlandish costumes they improvised. The 
news of the good times to be had in Georgetown on "Return 
Day" spread and many people from the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland came into the town on that day to join the fun 
even though they had no interest in the outcome of the 
election. 

One of the best descriptions of ''Return Day'' was that 
published in the Wilmington Every Evening which sent a 
city slicker down to Georgetown to cover the event in 
1872 just one hundred years ago. Excerpts from his story 
follow: 

''Strolling from the Brick Hotel kept by a New Castle 
man, J. H. Wood, I found in front of the courthouse and on 
either side of the main street leading to the jail work 
benches, tables, and temporary stands, numbering 30 or 40 
and called stalls and many were the boxes of confections 
on them.'' 

"By 10 o'clock people of both sexes and all colors 
dressed in every manner and style, in wagons drawn 
by one, two and four horses with mule teams as _well
poured in from all directions. The ladies especially 
were gotten up well and I doubt not Harpers would have 
sent one of the best artists of the fashion world had they 
known of the day. 

''By noon at least 2,000 persons had been added to the 
town's population for every avenue, lane, alley and street 
were lined with wagons in which old fashioned settees 
and chairs, some going back to Revolutionary times, had 
been installed as seats." 

''Many dined at the hotels, others fared sumptuously 
in their wagons and carriages while others enjoyed roast 
beef, turkey, chicken, fish, coon, rabbits and possum at 
will all of which could be had among the stalls cooked to 
ord�r. Many ladies who had not visited the "Capitol" 
since the last ''Return Day'' could be seen in the crowd 
buying nicknacks for "the little ones" 

"A part of the programme of the day is to see that young 
girls are treated. A pretty· young lady, whether acquainted 
or not, is licensed to receive a box of candy and be it 
said for the young gentlemen of Sussex that no pretty 
damsel goes away empty." 

This writer was not interested in the outcome of the 
election because his paper had already announced that 
Grant had carried the State and nation. Even Sussex, 
a Democratic stronghold, had given Grant a majority 
of 58 since the Democrats could not stand Horace Greeley, 
their own candidate, whom they considered too radical. 

The unidentified writer stressed that "Return Day" 
was peculiar to Sussex Co.unty. In New Castle and Kent 
the returns were generally known the same night and 
then the winners would hold their "Jubilation" consisting 
of a parade and speeches by the winners as long as a week 
after the election. 

In 1882 the feature of the ''Return Day'' parade was a 
boat mounted on wheels rigged like a ship and labeled 
"Old Constitution". Six men on horseback rode in front 
of it and 120 more in back of it. On the quarter deck 
was Governor-elect Charles Stockley who was cheered 
as the craft moved along the streets. 

• 



"Return Day" continued through the 1890s and on into 
the present century. But with the advent of automobiles, 
which made the visit to Georgetown frqm any part of 
Sussex only a matter of minutes, and with the arrival 
of radio which let the people know the results of el.ections 
even before the newspapers arrived, interest in the old 
custom began to dwindle. 

There was a big celebration in 1936 when Franklin D. 
Roosevelt won in a landslide and the Demoerats carried 
the State for the first time in many years. "Return Day" 
was canceled altogether in 1942 because of World War II, 
but it was too good an event h) let die in Sussex County 
where traditions are important. It was not long before 
a group of interested citizens of both the Republican and 
Democrat parties joined together to revive it. 

The progress made in the development of computors, 
modern communications, and the use of voting machines 
soon made it possible to know the results of election 
returns within minutes after the poles were closed. Not 
so in 1962 when the official returns for one State office 
were not determined until after "Return Day" had come 
and gone. 

Throughout the 50s and 60s enthusiasm grew beyond 
all expectations as was evident with a bill being passed 
in the State Legislature in 1965 making "Return Day" 
a legal half holiday for Sussex County. From that time 
to the present this celebration has attracted more and 
more candidates from Kent and New Castle Counties who 
enjoy riding in the parade and joining in all of the activities 
of the day. The spectators have also increased in numbers, 
to the point where it is now necessary to roast two oxen 
to feed the hungry crowds after the speeches have been 
made on the square in Georgetown. 



OFFICIAL PROGRAM 



ELECTED OFFICIALS WHO GOVERNED SUSSEX COUNTY 
IN DELAWARE DURING AMERICA'S BICENTENNl~L YEAR 

1976 
Presidenl oi Tlw Unikx.l S!il.les . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cerald R. Ford 
Vice-President of The United Sidles , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nelson D. Rockefeller 
U. S. Senalor Irom Delaware ........ , . . . . . William V. Roth, Jr. 
U S. Senator from Delaware . . . . . . .. . , .. ... , Joseph R I3iden 
U. S. Hepresentative irom Delaware .... . . , ... Pierre S. duPont, IV 
Governor of The Slale oi Delaware . . . . . . . Sherman W. Tribbitt 
I .t. Governor ot Delaware ... . . . , .. , . . . . . . . . . . Eugene D. f-3ookhammer 
Attorney General ol Ddaware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard R. Weir, Jr. 
State Treai;urer ol Delaware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary D. ]ornlin 
Auditor ol Accounts of Dolawarn . . . .. .. .. .. .. , . . , . . . Richard T. Collins 
In.sum.nee Comrnissionor oi Delaware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robert A. Short 

(resigned March 31, 19'/6) 
ln.surance Comrnis~ionur o! Delaware . . . , . . . . . . . . . l. r'mncis Richardson 

(April 1, 1976 - Dec. 31, 1976) 

SUSSEX COUNTY MEMBERS OF DELAWARE'S 
127TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY STATE SENATE 

Senator From ] 9th District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thurman Adams, Jr. 
Senator From ?.0th D1strict . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard S. Cordrey 
Senator From 2 l st Di.strict . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David I I. Elliott 

SUSSEX COUNTY MEMBERS OF DELAWARE'S 
127TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Representative From '.-:loth District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lewis B. Harrington 
Representative Frum 3'/th District , . . , . .. .. . . , , . .. , Harry E. l)errickson 
Representative From ]8th District ...... . ....... . Howard A. Clendaniel 
Representative Frum 39th District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas A. Temple, Sr. 
Representative Frum 40th District . .. . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . William J. Gordy 
Hepresenlative From 41s1 District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Donald J. Lync:h 

SUSSEX COUNTY OFFICERS 
Sheriff of Sussex County .. . .. . . . . . ... . . . . .. . . . . . , . . . . Eugurm D. Mills 

(Survud January 1, l 9'/6 - Deceased June 29, 1976) 
Sheriil ol Sussex County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stephen E. Rogers 
Clerk ot the Peace of Sussex County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ray H. Elliott 
Register of Wills of Sussex County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wilson 0. McCabe, Jr. 
Remrder of Deeds of Sussex County ...... . .... . .. . Mary Ann McCabe 
Register ln Chanc:ery of Sussex County . . . . . . . . . . . . . Harvey F. Donovan 
Prothonolary of Sussex County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elwood R. Rusi 

MEMBERS OF THE SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 
Ralph E. Benson John T. Cannon, Sr. Charles W. Cole 

Oliver E. Hill W. Howard Workman 

MAYOR OF THE COUNTY SEAT OF SUSSEX COUNTY 
GEORGETOWN, DELAWARE 1976 

W. Lavlon Tol:mson 



SUSSEX COUNTY 
RETURN DAY COMMITTEE. INC. 

1976 OFFICERS 

Mrs. Jean West, President 
Ronald F . Dodd, Vice-President 

Mrs. Carol W. Collins, Secretary 
John T. Purnell, Twasurer 

HONORARY DIRECTORS 
Mrs. Nellie R. Barr 

Nutter D. Marvel, Sr. 
Ralph E. Benson 

John T. Cannon, Sr. 
Charles W. Cole 

Oliver E. Ilill 
W. Howard Workman 

DIRECTORS 
Euqenc Bowne 

Mrs. Charlotte Campbell 
George F. Couch 
Mrs Clain, Croll 

W. Laylon Johnson 
Robert L. Lilllelon 
Mrs. Cindy Pusey 

Anthony .Hacanicllo 
Mrs. Rosalie 13. Walls 

Master of Ceremonies - Mr. Houston Wilson, Fsq. 
Parade Marshall - Mrs. Edna Layton 

OLD TIMERS JUDGES 
Mrs. Peqqy W. I3ooth 

Mrs. Lilly S. Walb 
Mrs. Mabel I .ambden 

ANTIQUE CAR JUDGES 
John S. Cordrey 
Marshall Nesbitt 

Andrew Rice 

FIRE EQUIPMENT JUDGES 
Arthur I. Guessford 

Kline Kemp 

PARADE JUDGES 
Mrs. Irene T. Grillin 

Charles A. Legates, Jr. 
Mrs. Eilleen W. Spence 

Granville T. White 
William J. Himes 

Peter J. Ga!tney 
David Montgomery 
Charles G . 1.amb 

Parade Announcer - Wayne Ellingsworth 
Fire Equipment Announcer - John Smilb 



DEDICATION OF RESTORED ORIGINAL 
SUSSEX COUNTY COURTHOUSE OF GEORGETOWN 

10:00 a.m. 

National Anthem .. .... . . .... . . Sussex Central High School Band Ensemble 
Eugene Bowne, Director 

Presentation of.Colors ........ . . .. .. . . Cub Seoul Pack 95, Brownie Troop 
Boy Seoul Troop 95, Girl Seoul Troop 

Invocation .... . . . . . ....... . ...... .... ......... Hev. H. Sterling Green 

Salute to the Flag......... . . . .... Eagle Scout, Thomas P. Veasey II 

Welcome and 
Introduction of Dignitaries . ......... Mr. Houston Wilson, Esq. 

Governor Sherman W. Tribbitt 
Lt. Governor Eugene D. Bookhammer 
Secretary of State Robert H. Reed 
Director of the Division of Historical 

and Cultural Affairs Lawrence C. Henry 
Architect Robert Raley 
Senator Thurman Adams, Jr. 
Senator Richard S. Cordrey 

Senator David H. Elliott 
Representative Howard A. Clendaniel 
Representative Lewis B. Harrington 
Representative Harry E. Derrickson 
Representative Thomas A. Temple, Sr. 
Representative William J. Gordy 
Representative Donald J. Lynch 
Preside:nl of Sussex County Council John T. Cannon, Sr. 
Mayor of Georgetown W. Layton Johnson 
Chairman of Return Day Committee Mrs. Jean West 

Dedicatory Address and Ribbon Culling ..... Governor Sherman W. Tribbilt 



SUSSEX COUNTY BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 
TIME CAPSULE CEREMONY 

10:30 a.m. 

Welcome .. . , ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Joyce Dyer, Co-Chairman 

Sussex County Bicentennial Committee 

Introduction of Sussex Coun!y B1cen lermial Committee . . . Kenneth. Douty, 
Co-Chairman Sui:;sex County Bicentennial Committee 

Purµose ilnd General Contents of The Time Capsule 
Miss M. Catherine Downing 

Sedling and Burial of Time Capsule 
Our Delaware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sussex Central High School 

Band Ensemble 

8emxlidion .................. . ........ ... . .. Rev. H. Sterlmg Grem 

November 4, 1976 

We who have placed this Time Capsule here tuclay charqe the people 
attendinq lhe Return Day Celebration in Georgetown in lbe year 2076 with 
the responsibility of opening the capsule and placing all items contaim:d 
therein on display in a public place, for the citizens of Sussex County tu 
observe and appreciate. 

We do this as our Horizons Project for the celebration of the Nation's 
Bicentennial. 

____Jycs_ ~/ fJ)___ 

~lL Dlf\/-~ 
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RETURN DAY PROGRAM 

10:00 a.m. DEDICATION OF RESTORED ORIGINAL SUSSEX COUNTY 
COURT HOUSE OF GEORGETOWN 

l0:30 a.rn. TIME CAPSULE CEREMONY 
S. Bedford Street 

10:30 a.m . CONCERT AT CrrtCLE 
Don Murray's "Old Time Religion" Gospel ::,mqors 

11:00 a.rn. LUNCHEON FOR CANlllDATES AND IIONORED GUESTS 
Sussex Central High School 
(Prepared By Students of Sussex Vocational Technical School 
under Direction of Joseph Heacook and William Cemberling) 

l l :30 a.m. BAND CONCERT 
First United Slates Army Band 
Fort George G . Meade, Maryland 
Conductor, Warrant Officer fomos C. Choates 
Assistant, Sergeant Richard L. fonsen 

1 ?,:00 noon FIRST UNITED STATES ARMY JUMP TEAM 
Fort George G. Meade, Maryland 
(Performing at The Sussex County Airport) 

1:00 p.m. PARADE 
(Starts flromptly al l :00 p.m.) From Sussex Central High 
School - Will travel East on Markel Street 

3:00 p.m. PROGRAM AT CIRCr.E 
Official Returns 
Announcement by Ronald F. Dodd 
PUBLIC SPEAKING 
(At The Circle) 
AWARDS 

4 30 p.m. OLD FASHION OX ROAST 
Oust off Circle on North Bedford Street) 

6:00 p.m. DELAWARE STATE LOTTERY DRAWING 
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National Anthem 

Soloist 

Invocation 

PROGRAM AT THE CIRCLE 
Sussex Cenlral High School Band 

Eugene Bowne, Diwctor 

Rosemary Marlin 

Dr. Brooks E. Reynolds 

Gruetings ............ . .... , ..... . ... ...... Mr. Houston Wilson, Esq. 
Gruelings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Jean West, President 

S~ssex County Return Day Committee 

Welcome ... .. ..... .. ... .. ........... ...... .. .. W. Layton Johnson 
Mayor of Georgetown, Delaware 

Armouncement of National, State, and County Returns . . Mr. Ronald F. Dodd 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. Harvey B. Spicer 

BRIEF REMARKS 

Gov. Sborman W. 'l'ribbill 
Lt. Gov. Eugene D. Bookhammer 
U.S. Senalor William V. Roth, Jr. 
U.S. Sen11tor Joscµh R. Biden 
U.S Representative Pierre S. duPont, IV 
Former Gov. Elbert N. Carvel 
Forrrmr Gov. Russell W. Pderson 
Former Gov. David P. Buckson 
Former Sen. J. Caleb Boqqs 
Former Sen. J. Allen Frear 
Former Sen. John J. Williams 

Introduction of County Candidates . .. . . .... . .. Mr. Houston Wilson, Esq. 

Presentation of Awards .......... .. ........ , . Mrs. Charlotte Campbell 
Parad0 Co-Chairman 

Benediction The Reverend Wilham Hitchens 
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1791-1976 A TIME TO REMEMBER 
BY: William P. Frank 

History books and historical records do not tell us when 
Return Day was started in Sussex County. 

Back in 1 791, the General Assembly granted a petition of 
Sussex Countians that the "seat of justice" be moved from 
Lewes to a more central and convenient part of the county. 
The General Assembly authorized a board of 10 commissioners 
to buy not more than 100 acres "near the center of the 
county at the place called 'James Pettijohn's Old Field' or 
within two miles of the house where Ebenezer Pettijohn now 
resides." 

The same board of commissioners had orders from the 
General Assembly to build a court house, a jail, a pillory and 
a whipping post. 

Later in l 791, the General Assembly decreed that James 
Pettijohn's Old Field shall be known as George-town, in honor 
of George Mitchell who was the chairman of the acquisition 
commission. 

For years, Sussex Countians seemed to have the idea that 
Return Day was peculiar to and characteristic only of their 
county and its county seat. The historical fact is much more 
interesting and certainly more to the credit of Sussex County. 
The truth is that Sussex County and Georgetown have been 
more faithful to Delaware customs than two upper counties of 
New Castle and Kent. For in the early days, according to the 
law, all election inspectors were required to deliver their tally 
sheets to the court house of their respective counties on the 
Thursday after Election Day. 

That made it an occasion for the people from far and wide 
to gather in their county seats to hear and learn the results. 
Only Sussex Countians seemed to have taken such a personal 
interest in their elections; and so down through the years, in 
good season and bad, they flocked by the thousands to the hub 
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of Sussex and settled in and near the court house. Of course, 
it wasn't always that the people were able to learn the results 
of the elections, particularly in the tight ones, but they all had a 
good time. 

Return Day was usually an occasion for rivalry among 
the election officers - to see who could make it by horseback 
first to the court house. In the meantime, the air of festivity 
and the spirit of rustic carnivals prevailed in the vicinity of 
the court house square. All kinds of food - and bad liquors -
were sold from booths and stalls - Delaware biscuits and hot 
corn pone, rabbit roasted on spits and of course fried chicken, 
oysters and clams, white and sweet potatoes baked in hot 
ashes. 

The people made for Georgetown by horse and buggy, 
farm wagons, on horse or mule back - and later of course, 
by excursion trains. 

The town's two hotels did a lively bar business and it must 
have been through the influence of their managers that 
eventually, a crackdown was made on the itinerant vendors 
of moonshine. 

On most Return Days, large strips of muslin were extended 
from one side of the court house to the other in the years 
of presidential elections. The names of the states that had 
gone one way or another were painted on the muslin with 
the approximate majorities. 

The festivities of Return Day, of course, varied according 
to the excitement of the elections. For example in 1882 when 
Charles Stockley was elected governor, people cheered and 
guns boomed out as a victory procession moved through 
Georgetown. The "center piece" of the parade was a boat, 
named "The Constitution," decorated with a large blue hen 
and a coonskin cap suspended from the mast. 

And there standing on the quarterdeck of the boat on 
wheels was the victorious governor-elect. When the ship arrived 
in front of the court house, the new governor was lifted on the 
shoulders of brawny men who carried him triumphantly into 
the court house and up to the balcony to speak to the 
cheering throng. 
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It can not be said that all Return Days were orderly. The 
newspapers of the past century always commented on whether 
there was any trouble. For example, the Morning News in 1884 
noted: "Everything considered, the crowd was remarkably 
orderly and seemed jubilant over the county victory and the 
prospect for the inauguration of a Democratic president on 
the 4th of March next." 

As it happened, the Return Day crowd in Georgetown that 
year didn't learn that Grover Cleveland was really elected 
president until several days later. 

If the weather was pleasant, Return Day festivities would 
extend over Friday and Saturday, marked by plenty of enter
taining, old fashion eating and drinking, and even cock fights 
behind the barns on the outskirts of the town. 

In the early days, a Sussex farmer would never think of 
missing Return Day in Georgetown, although as the years 
passed and so-called sophistication seeped into Sussex County, 
Return Day dwindled to a somewhat perfunctory occasion. In 
1942, because of the war, it was canceled but was later revived 
as people began to realize that Return Day was one of the few 
genuine folk customs in this part of the country, different in 
many ways from the more synthetic fiestas. 
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Qeorge v\'litchell 
In observance of Georgetown's bicentennial in I 99 I, the Sussex County Return 

Day Committee is honoring George Mitchell, for whom the Town is named. 

Shortly after the boundary dispute between the heirs of William Penn and Lord 
Baltimore was settled in 1775 and Sussex County expanded to its present borders, 
two petitions signed by 979 inhabitants of Sussex County were presented to the 
General Assembly praying that the County Seat be removed from Lewes and more 
centrally located. 

On January 29, t 79 I, an act was passed authorizing the removal of the County 
Seat from Lewes to a new site at " James Pettyjohn's old field", near the center of the 
county. The same act named George Mitchell, Robert Houston, William Moore, 
John Collins, Nathaniel Young, William Perry, Rhoads Shankland, Woodman 
Stockley, Daniel Polk and Thomas Batson as commissioners and charged them to 
purchase up to 100 acres of land and construct a new courthouse and jail. 

On May 9, 179 I, the commissioners met at the house of Abraham Harris and 
negotiated the purchase of 50 acres from him, buying also 25 acres from Rowland 
Bevins and one acre from Joshua Pepper. Commissioner Rhoads Shankland began to 
survey the new town the same day. 

On October 26, 1 791, the General Assembly officially moved the Seat of Justice to 
the new County Seat and named it Georgetown in honor of Commissioner George 
Mitchell, who was active in the movement to centralize the County Seat. 

Little is known about George Mitchell, except of his career in the General 
Assembly. In January 1788, he was elected one of the three presidential electors from 
Delaware. Mitchell, along with Gunning Bedford and John Banning voted for 
George Washington for President and John Jay for Vice-President. Washington was 
inaugurated on April 30, 1789. 

Mitchell was elected as a delegate from Sussex County on September 8, 1791 to the 
Constitutional Convention for the State. He served in the Delaware House of 
Representatives from 1784 to 1788. He was elected to the Delaware Senate in 1788 
and served as Speaker of the Senate from 1788 to I 790. 

(Return Day coin featuring George Mitchell designed by John T Purnell) 



Ge Sussex Goul\,tY 
~tur11, DayGontntittee, lrtc. 

Officers 

ROSALIE B. WALLS, President 

GEORGE F. COUCH, Vice-President 

ELEANOR RA YE WARRINGTON, Secretary 

W. LAYTON JOHNSON, Treasurer 

Directors 

JOSEPH W. BOOTH 

RICHARD M. CALHOUN 

CHARLOTTE P. CAMPBELL 
ANN COUCH 

CLAIRE T. CROLL 

RO!',ALD F. DODD 
CAROLYN GREEN 

DALLAS GREEN 

RICHARDT. HUDSON 
ALLAN KUJALA 

WILLIAM G. LAMBDEN 

WILLIAM H. LAWSON 

CHRISTINE LECATES 
WILLIAM LECATES 

DANIELL. MILBURN 

JOHN T. PURNELL 

CINDY PUSEY 
ANTHONY RACANIELLO 

JAY M. STEVENS 
ELMER WALLS 

HortoraryDirectors 

RALPH BENSON 
County Council 

DALE DUKES 
County Council 

WILLIAM D. STEVENSON 
County Council President 

GEORGE COLE 
County Council 

R. JAMES MARINER 
County Council 

ROBERT L. STICKELS 
County Administrator 



1990 Prograni., Qf Eve11Js 

9:00 a.m. 
to Dusk 

10:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 
to Noon 

10:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

12:30 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. 

3:30 p.m. 

3:30 p.m. 

4:00p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

FOOD & CRAFT BOOTHS 
(The Circle & Market St. area) 

RETURN DAY MARKER DEDICATION 
(The Circle between banks) 

OLD COURTHOUSE TOURS 
(South Bedford Street) 

MUSIC ON THE CIRCLE 
Performance by "Back In Time" 

LUNCHEON FOR CANDIDA TES 
AND HONORED GUESTS 
Sussex Central High School 
Prepared by Bread of Life 

CONCERT ON THE CIRCLE 
Delaware State College Marching Band 
Under the direction of Randolph Johnson 

SINGING ON THE CIRCLE 
Laurel High School Chorus 
Under the direction of Penny Denney 

RETURN DAY PARADE 
From Sussex Central High School, halfway around 
The Circle to King Street and westward on Pine 
Street, back to starting point at school. 

CEREMONIES ON THE CIRCLE 

MUMMERS ON THE CIRCLE 
Performance by Hegeman String Band 
A Mummers unit from Philadelphia 

OX ROAST ON THE CIRCLE 
Free open pit barbecued beef sandwiches, 
northeast corner of The Circle 

STREET DANCE ON THE CIRCLE 
Music by "Back in Time" 

BLUE GRASS ON THE CIRCLE 
Blue grass & country music by 
"E.Z. Pickins" at the Ox Roast 

FIREWORKS FINALE 



1990 ~tur11, DaYParade 
THE 1990 SUSSEX COUNTY RETURN DAY PARADE IS DEDIC A TED TO THE 

MEMORY OF CARL R. WALLS, A MEMBER OF THE RETURN DAY BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS AND PARADE CHAIR~AN FOR A NCMBER OF YEARS. HE LOVED 
THIS BIENNIAL CELEBRATION AND WORKED DILIGENTLY TO MAKE OUR 
PARADE O::-.IE OF THE LARGEST AND MOST UNIQUE ON DELMARVA. 

THE SUSSEX COUNTY RETURN DAY COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO AC
K:'IJOWLEDGE THE SUPPORT IT RECEIVED IN THE PAST FROM FOR'\1.ER U.S. 
SENATOR AND MRS. JOHN J. \VILLIA~S. STATE REPRESENTATIVE CLIFF LEE. 
AND GEORGETOWN BUSINESSMAN WILSON G. BOYER. EACH LOOKED 
FORWARD TO RETUR:--1 DAY AND WILL BE MISSED THIS YEAR. 

Grand Marshall 
Sussex County Administrator 

ROBERT L. STICKELS 

Parade Judges 
GROVER BIDDLE 

Director of Governmental Relations 
Delaware Development Office 

SCORCHY TA WES 
Feature Correspondent 

WBOC-Channel 16 

JOAN CRAFT 
Volunteer Services Coordinator 

Stockley Center 

TED CLARK 
Political Columnist 

The Whale & Sussex Post 

MRS. CLIFF (JANET) LEE 
Secretary 

Centenary Methodist Church 

SYLVIA REYBURN 
President - Liberty Bell Chapter 
Telephone Pioneers of America 

JACK OWENS 
Director - Southern Campus 

Delaware Technical & Community College 

Parade Announcers 
Judges Stand 

(North Race Streel) 

KEVIN SHORT 
MSA Recording Studios 

BILL GRASTON 
WECY- Radio 

NORMAN TATE 
Past President 

Sussex County Volunteer Firemans Assoc. 

Speakers Platform 
(The Circle) 

DAN GAFFNEY 
Program Director 
WGMD Radio 

JOHN SMITH 
Delaware State Fire School 

Fire Equipment Judges 
WAYNE HUTCHINSON JOSEPH MUROBITO 
Delaware State Fire School Delaware State Fire School 

Old Timer Costume Judges 
BLANCHE EPOLITO ETHEL ROCKEMANN 

Past President 
Georgetown Historical Society 

Past President 
Indian River DSFSA 



Gerentotties Ott ~e Gircle 

National Anthem ........ . ......... Sussex Central High School Band 
David Crede, Director 

Soloist . . .. ... . ................................. Cathy Gorman 

Invocation ............................. Rev. Donald Clendaniel II 
Georgetown United Methodist Charge 

Greetings .................... . .................... Frank Calio 
Master of Ceremonies 

Welcome .. ..... . . ......................... Joseph W. Booth, Sr. 
Mayor of Georgetown 

Introduction of Distinguished Guests, State, 
National and Sussex County Candidates 
and Incumbents ...................... ........ ...... Frank Calio 

Reading of Election Returns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ronald F. Dodd 
Town Crier 

Burial of the Tomahawk . ....... .... . ........ Kenneth L. McDowell 

End of Campaign of 1990 

Chairman 
Sussex County Democratic Committee 

J. Everett Moore 
Chairman 

Sussex County Republican Committee 

Moss Wagner 
Chairman 

Sussex County Libertarian Party 

Appreciation ............ . . ........ ...... Rosalie Walls, President 
Sussex County Return Day, Inc. 

Presentation of Awards .. .... . ..................... Jay M. Stevens 
Parade Co-Chairman 

Benediction ..... .. ....... .... ......... ........ Rev. Michael Bye 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church 

n 
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Poiq,ts Qf Iq,terest 

All around you are the accomplishments of proud Sussex Countians and 
Georgetown residents: 
OLD SUSSEX COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

Built in 1791, the original courthouse now stands on South Bedford Street just off 
the Circle. It was sold for $22 and moved when the new courthouse was constructed. 
The old courthouse was built of equal size and style as the original courthouse in 
Lewes. It now serves as the home of the Georgetown Historical Society. 
NEW SUSSEX COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

Designed by famed architect William Strickland, the brick building was construct
ed in 1837, when the county outgrew the old wooden courthouse. It originally 
featured courts on the second floor and county offices on the first. A brick jailhouse 
was located at •he rear as was the whipping post. Like the original courthouse, a 
lottery (raising almost $15,000) was held to pay the construction costs. 
THE CIRCLE 

The Circle or Town Square was laid out by Commissioner Rhoads Shankland in 
1791 to measure 100 yards each way. Legend has it that The Circle was beautified in 
1860 when Dr. William Marshall purchased a slave girl named Liz, and with a mule 
she prepared the center of the Square for planting. Shade trees were secured from the 
Hudson River and shipped via Milford and planted. 

COURTHOUSE WEATHER VANE 

The Courthouse weather vane used to sit atop the Courthouse in Wilmington, 
when it was constructed in 1880. When a new Wilmington courthouse was construct
ed in 1916, Sussex County Judge Henry C. Conrad obtained the weather vane and 
had it placed atop the Sussex County Courthouse cupola. 
COVRTHOVSE CLOCK 

Citizens petitioned in 1858 for a clock to be placed in the Courthouse belfry. In 
1859, the clock was purchased and installed for $235. ln 1944, its wooden workings 
worn, the clock stopped and was replaced with an electric motor and put back into 
operation in 1946. 
TOWN GOVERNMENT 

The Delaware General Assembly directly controlled Georgetown until 1851 and 
was responsible for passing nuisance ordinances like controlling the running at large 
of swine, which could be killed and used for the prisoners according to the act. The 
Town limits were extended to one half mile each way from a central point in the 
Public Square in 1863. The first Town Council was elected in March 6, L 869. The 
Town Hall on the Circle is a gift of the Wilmington Trust Comp2ny. 
BRICK HOTEL 

Now occupied by Wilmington Trust, the Brick Hotel served as temporary quarters 
for the court system and county government from 1837 to I 839, while the new 
courthouse was under construction. The hotel was built in 1836 and at the time was 
known as Burton C. Barker's hotel, its first innkeeper. During the Civil War, it was 
known as the Union Hotel. 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

The first fire apparatus was purchased in 183 I through the Georgetown Fire 
Association and was given the old jail in 1833 to house the pumper. The fire 
department later constructed a fire hall on The Circle north of Town Hall. The new 
firehall is located on South Bedford Street. 



History Qf ~tur11, Day 

Despite its mispronunciation by most non-residents, "Return Day" has less 
to do with hearing the election returns than with Sussex Countians and others 
coming together to celebrate the end of the vigorous campaign and to begin 
the political healing process. 

Although the date of the first "Return Day" in Georgetown is uncertain, it 
could have been as early as 1792. The State Law in 1791 removing the 
County seat from Lewes to a new place later named Georgetown required all 
votes to be cast in the County seat on election day. 

The same voters would "return" two days later to hear the results. In 1811 
voting districts in the individual hundreds were established, but the Board of 
Canvassers presided over by the Sheriff would meet two days later in 
Georgetown to announce the final tally. 

Naturally, the gathering of two or three thousand politicians, supporters 
and curious on-lookers made for a very festive atmosphere. J. Thomas Scharf 
in 1888 described "Return Day" in the History of Delaware as "one of the 
customs peculiar to the people of Sussex, from time immemorial, is to hold 
high carnival on the day when the results of a general election are announced. 

"By early in the morning people from all parts of the county, and even from 
Maryland; may be seen coming to the county-seat, some walking, others on 
horseback, and still others in wagons and carts, drawn by one or more oxen, 
by an ox and a horse, an ox and a mule, or several oxen and a horse, the 
vehicle being gayly decorated with bright colors or flags. 

"Often this crowd presents a motley appearance, some being dressed in 
costumes which were used in primitive times, and others purposely arraying 
themselves in an outlandish manner to give more zest to the spirit of the 
occasion. The successful candidates also come to Town and are met by a great 
crowd of admiring friends; who extend their congratulations in an unmistak
able manner. Some of these candidates are taken up bodily, and are carried 
around on men's shoulders when the results are announced from the window 
of the courthouse to the congregated mass below. 

"Booths, stalls and stands are erected near the courthouse, where all kinds 
of edibles, such as opossum and rabbit meat, fish and oysters, can be procured. 
The women, who constitute a considerable portion of the crowd, are gener
ously treated to cakes, candies and the best the booths afford. 

"The citizens of the Town hold a general reception and all are expected to 
help entertian the people, especially if they are friends of the successful party. 
Everyone endeavors to make 'Return Day' a hilarious one, and all seem 
willing to perpetuate a custom which is now peculiar to Sussex County alone, 
and which sometimes brings three thousand people to Town." 



Return Day continued through the 1800s and on into the present century. 
But with the advent of automobiles, which made the visit to Georgetown from 
any part of Sussex only a matter of minutes, and with the arrival of radio 
which let the people know the results of elections even before the newspapers 
arrived, interest in the old custom began to dwindle. 

There was a big celebration in 1936 when Franklin D. Roosevelt won in a 
landslide and the Democrats carried the State for the first time in many years. 
Return Day was cancelled altogether in 1942 because of World War II, but it 
was too good an event to let die in Sussex County where traditions are 
important. It was not long before a group of interested citizens of both the 
Republican and Democrat parties joined together to revive it in I 952. 

Throughout the l 950s and I 960s enthusiasm grew beyond all expectations 
as was evident with a bill being passed in the State Legislature in 1965 making 
"Return Day" a legal half holiday for Sussex County. From that time to the 
present this celebration has attracted more and more Delawareans and 
residents from nearby states to join in all of the activities of the day. 

In modern times, when election results are often known before the polls 
close, Return Day serves as a reminder to all Sussex Countians of their past. 
An ox roast with free sandwiches to the public has replaced the possum and 
rabbit but craftsmen and vendors still hawk their wares. A large parade still 
highlights the celebration, but now the victorious candidates and their former 
opponents ride together in open horse drawn carriages and convertibles in the 
spirit of cooperation for the good of the citizens. 

Return Day is still considered the official end of the campaign in Dela ware 
illustrated by the ceremonial burial of the hatchet by political party leaders ... 
until the next Sussex County Return Day in Georgetown, two days after the 
election. 



~tur11, DayVoluq,teers 
Evelyn Baker 

Sue H. Barlow 
Gail Brown 

Helen Buchanan 
Mark Cashden 

Jean Chafin 
Vera Coleman 
David Crede 

Susan Crockeu 
Gus & Teresa Croll 

Tammy Dorey 
Jimmy Dukes 
Amber Esham 
Robin Esham 
Betty Evans 

Harvey Gregg 
Constance Holifield 

Charles Hawk 
Walt Headley 
Bob Hitchens 

Ira & Shirley Hitchens 

Joan Hitchens 
Jim Hodgson 

Debbie Holson 
Olive Holson 
Steve Kremer 

Joyce W. Lambden 
Kirk Lawson 
Kris Lawson 

Tom Lockerman 
Walter McFall 
Hazel Meegan 
Joan Messick 

Joseph Messick 
Isabelle Morris 
Greg Pettyjohn 
Mark Pettyjohn 

Steve Pepper 
Levita RobertSon 

Tom Rust 
Lawrence Sammons 

Margaret Short 
Joe Smith 

John Spicer 
Violet W. Stout 

Wayne Thornton 
Henry Vogt 
Biffy Walls 

Harvey L. Walls 
Francis Walls 
Kevin Walls 
Linda Walls 
Mary Walls 
Tony Walls 

Russell \/. Warrington 
David Webb 

Joyce Weston 
Al Wilkins 

Shelley Wilson 
Mary Lou Workman 
M. Lawrence Wilkins 

Special thanks to the foUowing people, bus.inesses and organizations 
for making Return Day 1990 a great success: 

Greater Georgetown Chamber Meadows of Georgetown, Inc. 
of Commerce Delaware State Fire Marshall's Office 

Georgetown Package Store Georgetown Fire Police 
Grotto Pizza - Lewes/ Rehoboth Beach Georgetown Fire Company 

Burger Kfog - Georgetown David A. Banks, Inc. - Georgetown 
Jamesway - Georgetown Bill Norwood 

McDonald's - Georgetown Rogers Graphics, Inc. 
84 Lumber - Georgetown Captain Paul Cunningham - Troop 4 

Southern States Captain Joseph Forrester - Troop 5 
Draper King Cole - Milton Lt. Michael Cunningham - Troop 7 

Morgan & Co. of New York - Smyrna Wayne Hudson 
Thriftway - Georgetown Walls Builders, Inc. 
Food City - Georgetown Delaware Technical & 

J.G. Townsend, Jr. & Co. - Georgetown Community College 
Showell Farms - Showell, Md. Delaware National Guard 
Townsend's, Inc. - Millsboro Robert Martin for artwork services 

Salisbury Pepsi - Salisbury, Md. Kevin Short • Mid-South Audio 
Perdue• Georgetown & Salisbury, Md. The Insurance Exchange, Inc. 

Vlasic Foods, Inc. - Millsboro GF\VC - Zwaanendael Club 
&hmidt's Bakery - Salisbury, Md. The Ribbon Outlet - Rehoboth Beach 

Salisbury Coca Cola - Salisbury, Md. Peninsula Bluegrass, Inc. 
Nutter D. Marvel Estate Roy Whaley 

Downes Center, Inc. D.B. Screen Printing - Georgetown 
American nags have been donated by American Legion Post 8 of Georgetown in honor of 

our nag and American troops in Saudi Arabia. Distributed by Boy Scout Troop 95 of 
Georgetown. 

Yellow ribbons donated by Rehoboth Unit of Disabled American Veterans and Chapter 8 
Au,dliary lo show support for the American service men and women in the Persian Gulf. 
Distributed by J unior Girl Scout Troop 701 of Georgetown. 



Letter Qf cfippreciatiott 
On behalf of the Sussex County Return Day Committee, I would like to 

say, "Greetings", and welcome you to our historic Town of Georgetown, the 
County Seat of Sussex. 

Not only is Delaware the First State, but as far as we can tell we are the only 
one in the country that celebrates this unique tradition, which may date back 
as far as 1 792. 

The celebration today is also the kickoff for Georgetown's bicentennial 
celebration in 1991. We invite you to join us as we celebrate our birthday 
throughout the year. 

Since the early part of September, the new Board of Directors has faced 
many challenges. However, through the combined efforts of the Committee 
and many, many volunteers, everyone who attends Return Day 1990 will 
experience a potpourri of entertainment, events and enjoyment. 

This Return Day will be a dawn to dusk affair appealing to all age groups. 
When this day ends with a burst of colorful fireworks over The Circle, the 
time and talent volunteered for this event will be clear. 

I have been inspired by the actions, accomplishments, and staunch support 
received from my friends, because, to quote George Washington, "Actions, 
not words, are the true criteria of the attachment of friends." 

I am especially grateful to the Sussex County Council for once again 
providing the financial support necessary for this county-wide event. Several 
Sussex County communities graciously donated funds and police services and 
it is greatly appreciated. 

The greatest praise must be reserved for the Town of Georgetown. Return 
Day simply could not happen without the Town's support. I received 
complete cooperation from Mayor Joe Booth and Town Council, the 
administration, the maintenance department and the police department. I 
thank each and every one of the Town employees for their kindness and 
generosity. 

It is our hope you will enjoy your visit with us today so much that you will 
want to bring a friend to the next Return D ay on Thursday, November 5, 
1992. 

Best Wishes, 
SUSSEX COUNTY RETURN DAY, INC. 

~G?.Jt~ 
Rosalie B. Walls 
President 



Join us in 1991 as Georgetown 
celeb1·ates its bicentennial. 

JANUARY 26- FEDERAL COTILLION 

FEBRUARY 22 - 53RD ANNUAL OYSTER EAT 

MARCH 7 - 9 - HISTORICAL PLAY 

MARCH 16- 200 YEARS OF FASHION SHOW 

APRIL 13 & 14 - OLDE GEORGETOWN ANTIQUE SHOW 

APRIL 20 - EARTH DAY IN GEORGETOWN 

MAY 4- BICENTENNIAL FESTIVAL 

MAY 9 - PURCHASE DAY 

JUNE 15 - MUSIC FAIRE 

JULY 4- OLDE FASHIONED 4TH OF JULY 

AUGUST 3 - LIVING HISTORY IN GEORGETOWN 

SEPTEMBER 7 - NEW COUNTY SEAT ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW 

OCTOBER 6 - HOMECOMING SUNDAY 

OCTOBER 26 - GEORGETOWN JUBILEE (LIKE RETURN DAY) 

NOVEMBER - VARIETY SHOW 

NOVEMBER 29- HANGING OF THE GREEN 

DECEMBER 5 - COLONIAL CHRISTMAS PARADE 

DECEMBER 7 - HISTORIC HOME TOUR 

DECl<:MBER 9 - CAROLLING ON THE CIRCLE 

For more information about Georgetown's Bicentennial Celebration 
Call (302) 856-7391 or write: 

Georgetown 200 Committee, P.O. Box 446. Georgetown, DE 19947 

Printed by Rogers Graphics, Inc. 
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SUSSEX COUNTY RETURN DAY 
WRITTEN BY VICTCR R ADAMS 
DEDICATED TO NUTTER D MARVEL SR 

I. ( 

1. Did you ever take a trip through Sussex County 
2r Oh the -breezes blowing through the Streets of Georgetown 
3. But the strangers come and try to teach us the~r way. 
4. Now if there! s go ing to be a life hereafter • 
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May.be. to ·the county seat for Return Day 
Are'_:perfumed by the· cooking of the ox 
They scorn us just for going back a hundred 
And somehow I'm sure there's going to be 
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years or more 
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Have you ever watched the parade at t he Ci rcle 
And folks at Nutter Marvel's Carriage House talking crazy 
But they might as well go_ chasing light beams 
I will ask my GOD to let me make my Heaven 

And listen t o the Politicans tal k all day 
Speak a language that the strangers do not know 
or light a candle with a falling star 
In that Dear Land calle d Susse x county 

-·---- - - - -- --- · 



History 
People Have Traveled 
To GeorgetoUJtt For 
Results Since-The Town 
Was Carved From 
Broadkill F arrest 

Politicians and all the peopll; of Sussex
County have been assembling for Return Day 
ever since Georgetown was madecounty seat 
in l?'fl. 

The fonn of the celebration: which always 
takes p~ on the Thmsday following election 
day, in .all the even year.s, has cb$3ged eonsjd
erably over the years. The purpose of the day 
however has remained the same. 

'The residents of the county come to their 
cowity seat to hear the election returns, to cel
ebrate victories, aid to drown the sorrows of 
defeat.-

In recent years ~ .Retum Day ·celebration 
has als_o ~orne the single-m*st iiriifying 
event t1iaL takes place for all of sprawling Sus
sex County. One of thelargest parades held on 
the Dehnarva Peninsula is the centerpiece of 
the Return Day celebration. 

The parade shows off the talents of high 
school and junior high school bands from 
throu&Jtout the county, features all statewide 
and county candidates riding in horse-drawn 
earn.ages and convertible automobiles, and a 
wide v.ariety of floats, marching units, and 
other exhibits put on wheels. 

Thousands of Sussex Co1mty residents, and 
Delawareans from north to south, join together 
in Georgetown to celebrate the conclusion of 
the campaigning and the 
democratic process. 

W. Emerson Wilson. a frequentcontributor 
of historical articles to the News-Journal 
papers in Wilmington, compiled a history of 
Rerum Day that was published in the official 
brochure for the event in 1974. 

Many pollllcJans wlll be crow• 
Ing like this Blue Hen Chicken as they 
celebrate election victories. 

Return Day 
When The Parade Ends The Returns Will 
Be Announced From The Court House Balcony 

By STEVE HOENIGMANN • numerous concerts on The Circle, both in 
It's a tradition with roots as far back as 1792 the m'oJ,Illl!g and afiemoon; 

- a heritage lhat Sussex Countians - unlike • flags and yellow ribp,<ms will be handed 
their count~arts throughout the country - out to th.e crowd all day to honor and .remem
have refused to let die.. ber our military pc.;rsoim\tl in tlie Middle East; 

It's a day -when tens of thousands descend and 
upo,n the C9unfy S~ in (3eQ~getown to hear • the.day will conclude with a bang at 5:30 
the ceremonial.results of Tuesday's General with a "fireworks finale" - the first~ver, for 
Electio,11 • a day when the proverbial "political \lerum Day_. compliments of Garden State 
hatchet" is' buried. _ FitewOtks ofNew Jersey, 

It's Renun Day - Sussex .County's· biennial But the day begins early when. (ood an,d 
celebfation of the dem.ocrati~ ~s-. craft vendors throughout town open their 

'This Thursday's'Recum )lay promises· re tie boo'thi1 ar9. a.m. N~y w.ill go hungry with 
as exciting and entertaining as those in the past the variety of niunchles. hot beverages, soups 
- perl:uips. even be~. ·acconl.in_g ~ .Res,alie B. and, of course, the free ox roast sandwiches 
Walls. president of die Sus.sex Ceunty Retmn which will be served • the b~ue pit just 
Day Gommittee, Inc. 0ff'The Circle in th.e afternoon. 

The highli~t of the day is an immense Special morning activities include the 10 
parade-winding east thro,ugh GeoJierown fea- a.m. dedication of a Return Day h.istor:ic,al 
raring marehing u:nic.;., !le~s. '3an~• ,2~d, .of ma:rkei: on The Circle between the Wtlmington 
eo).lr'Se, politi9jans oJ all political persuasions Trusc and Meil!m"'banks: The marker will be 
who c-an be seen riding in hQrs:edxawn ca-r- one of four placed on The Cm;le in honor of 
114ges and convertibles. Often times apposing Georgetown's bicentennial. a celebration the 
caQdidifes will ride in tli:~ same vehi.c,le. - town begins this January. 

'The end of the parade aboUt 3 p.rn. signals- In B.9(iition, tl:ie p>p_ular bmcbeon at 11 a.m. 
an appearance py Town Crier Ronnie Dodd, in the cafeteria of Sussex Central High School 
who for yeus has cerem9,niously announced plays host to politic.ian:s and .invited guests who 
the election results from a perch above the will enjoy a caterecl buffet before participating 
Courthouse steps while the "hatthet" is buried in the parade. 
tielow. For those who would lik-e a memento of 

But the 'Return Day paz:ade, which..begins 81 theu 'Return Day visit. two commimorative 
l p.m,, is jyst a,portion of what MES. Walls an~ coins can be-purchased. The bronze coin. for 
her COJJUDi.ttee have planned for the thou.¼nds $5, ·and 1tie ~v~ <X>in, for $20, feature George 
of peoJ!}e planning ro spend the day .in George- Mitcltell for whom the town was named, on 
town (see schedul~on page3). th.e face and the Sussex Councy seal on the 

Interesting additions to this year's event back. The 'Return D~ Commit.tee aiso will be 
include: selling T-shirts for $6 and hats for $5. Both 

• a 3,:30 performance by the Hegeman fearure a special Return Day logo, and all 
Suing Band, one of the famous Mummers items will be for sale at a booth near Town 
units fr(?m Philadelphia; Hall. 

Schedule Of Return Day Events Much of the historical information lhat fol
lows comes from that effort. Return Day as it 
is celebrated in these times is far more ceremo-nial than it was in the earliest days of our 9 a.m. to dusk - Food and Craft booths. (The Circle and Market Street area.) 
nation. In 1776, Lewes was the county seat of ~-,r--.;~...i.,~ lOa.m_. Retum Deymatker dedication s c d l · c JO a.m_ to noon - Old Courthouse Tours (South Bedford StreeL) 

ussex ounty an e ectlons for Staie and red- 10:30 a.m . . Music on The Cncle (Perl. orman.ce by "Bili:k 1n Tune.) 
eral offices were held there in accordance wilh rules adopted in the first state's constitution ll a.m. • Lunc~for Candidates and honored guests (S~sex Cenfral High Scbbol, prepared 
ion 1776. People from Western Sussex under- by Bread of life,) G811Cert -on The Circle (Delaware State College Marching Band, under the 

dabl d
'dn' h · 1· direction ofRandolphJohnson.) • 

stan Y 1 t cotton muc to tr ave mg a 12:30 p.m. - Smgm· ·g on The Circle (Laurel High School Chorus.. . under the direction oi Penn:v 
whole day across poor roads and in the unpre- ·~ 
dictable weather of early 'November to cast Denney.) • their ballots. · 1 p.m. • Return Day Parade (From Sussex Central High School, halfway around The <::ircle to 

Georgemwn. equidistant from all points in King Street and westward on Pi:qe Street bac,k to school.) 
Sussex County, was created in 1791 to satisfy 3 p.m. - Ceremonies :on The Circle • 
thos I · A entl :A"'-.. 3:30 p.m. • Mummers on The-Circle (Performance by Hegeman String Band of PJilladel.phla.) 

e comp amts. g eman named George .,~ :>~" ,,-,c,_._ Ox, Roast on The Cm;le re-,. """"'-· pit barbecued beef sandwiches. northeas.. t comer of The Cir-
Mitchell was among the three men appointed v '""" ,,.,..,.. 
to come up with a location and layout for a Those who lost wlll be qulckly cle; p.m .. Street Dance on The Circle (Music by "Back in iune.) Blue Grass on_The Cm:le 
new county seat. seeking new alllances to head off on a (Blue grass andcoontry music by "E.Z Pic;kins" at~ ox roast.) 

Please Turn To Back Page different polltlcal path_ • S:30 p.m. - Fireworks F"male 
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4 35 Lakeview School, Milford ?,._q{ ~l 30'! ns 1Jrs nro l4fo 3~/ /'61 309 t71) 3~ 
5 35 Lakeview School. Milford 13/o 1'18 13'1 Jt./5 a t Ill>< ~1.. l 'f'l /Ill /1,,£/ /56 IJ.1.. llli> Y,,3 
6 35 Woodbridae Elementarv S. 57~ '{33 5'61 3).f> 'f'N '{3, ~7 '-33 lun__ 'FS-I f)qg 314 37/p ,n 
7 35 Bridoeville Fire Hall 57/ 3-'ll !779 :i..n 5Jo !HO )..'fl 5H j<J<j .t,/(,,b 690 '-l/9 3~& 57,; 

1 36 Lulu M. Ross School, Milford LI.Sb '183 ~ /,.()3 l./.{I 'S,1.,'/ WIS :Ni l7tt; '163 bog . 3-.Z.7 710 -

2 36 Lulu M. Ross School, Milford :B7 179 %0 11~3 :U7 l'N { ?,() ,.g~ ns :i.3 / 11q !I!, 
3 36 Slauahter Neck C. Action Center 3h6' 16h '!,<.// /8t/c 31'1 / fl, l.:2/ 5" 3D7 1.73 :i..n lffif ~ 
4 36 EUendale Fire Hall b96 32'1 /,'4'5 311:, bcO 3'IS IL/r# i;-g9 ?~ l/-f7 ,Hi?.5 3/3 4q1t, ?39 
5 36 Del. Tech C. Colleae, Georaetown 4go 3/J.. ILN{, m ll/17 _?J,.j) 11.J." 51/3 <II- 4'1).. :5tll ~75' 15ilr, '5llO 
6 36 Milton Jr. Hioh School l,g;i ~70 %2. ;1..71. ~ ID 314 21{ '!!i7'1 358 '17/ I ')Liq (p/O 

1 37 H.O. Brittinaham E. School, Milton 35g /63 ?_(,J1 l/b.2... ?,b).. WI :11'>9 1309 1G.~ )_1./0 38>" 
2 37 Shields E. School, Lewes 5J...I Jb;l 50'i l>"Sl/ t/KD ~Q 1'11 577 '/07 4'-111 1:61. 
3 37 Savannah Road School BldQ., Lewes 5 S ! 3~6 1570 ?.17 S-3_$ l~tJ'I 303 '>7> l4J.~ 4~{,,, . .t,gt; 
4 37 Lewes Fire ttall 1./1,1./ ~bl lus:i 1~5"9 l.lor 751(J. 1J5"" IPl.').. 327 3,1 l/1-R t;J./ 
5 37 Rehoboth fire Hall 315 308 3~5" :L7~ 3 (1 J..5ifb ll t/8 14'/2 '11J7 3-S-O 337 3'iD 
6 37 Rehoboth Fire Hall ~3~ m 1;/{, 2»-. "5 211 /~ 3,70 lli:i5' :Z.7b 1::2.U.. ,._73 
7 37 Rehoboth E. School (Stockley St. Ext.' .tlo<l 7ll l<?H b~ 8'li. t,80 ~ / ,ON 7// ~30 lt,/q8 
8 37 Rabbits f.errv Communitv Hall 51./1 355' 53b Im ILIRl? ~, 3()9 nl .LJ)./ J.//,,/ I t./14 

1, 

1 38 Indian River fire Hall, Oak Orchard hOO ,.~ 5"1( 7~7 5"31 ;J.97 .~i'> lll5S" 1LJt.;;fe, 3,3 lt-.v.. ~ ~ 
2 38 Indian River Are Co. Lon<1 Neck i~30 51,7 ?'lt 57', 1717 559 53i g~ ,1:L. 1,70 l<flLJ m 5'"0? 
3 38 Loro Baltimore E. School, Ocean VteW 1:,5'9 5/5 fl-II 5"07 /,.J/ SJl Int/ 773 <'.Jt.q '""" 17/l? t,?'-, 1"'1'1 
4 38 Bethanv Beach Are Hall ~2l, 1..77 17qg 61', 'St>/ lb2'/ '-111 t/§1 I j ?./ 7~1.. I~~ 11~ 51_0 I I 

5 38 Lord Baltimore E. School, Ocean VlfWt L/SO 13'10 14'1:J.. ~7 Llfi2_ ~~9 :J..'jq w, 'I.I I.JI/ 5"{ / l,;,.c w 
6 38 Roxana Fie Haft J.'IO 113 25{ !Iii IW /1..3 1111, U,J I, i.:,1.. lu-3 1§'1 IW:l. //7 
7 38 Sebvville Middle School SelbYVllle 3'15 ~'{) IUll'J. :,JU :?55' J.53 J,U 387 IJ2/~ 3~9 {J~~ 'iuft,9 ti3 

1 39 Wesley Commun~y (Near Seaford) ')..1:j~ /'If> ']&;1 1g5 .:260 180 Jl/S '-9/J- 'JJ() 115 ~ 157 
~ !~JI 

2 39 Katie l. Handv School, Seaford ~'N ).t{S" 317 ;u:z. in ).Jib 15'1 Jg</ ~ XJ9 llJt3 
3 39 New Hiah School, Seaford b8 :JS "" J$ ~ J..Cf Z/O t./!: w 3l. 61 ,._, {Jf/ 

4 39 New Hiah School, Seaford m J.JI. 231,. ).K n; l'lE I.NJ 33'. l t.1... :u,~ ~ IK3 U.7 
5 39 New Hiah School. Seaford t.JN 33/ l/5'L 19;.._ :113/ -~ ~ ~ 7,/1) 41).."1 ,:;70 
6 39 W. Seaford E. Scfiool, Seaford I/% 309 L/2./ -zo7 11.//'1 .1'10 11-~ 6/A. '3/~ 3g1. ,;,s 
7 39 Seaford Citv Hall '17'6 !'fl./ ;2.7$? t3'1 "t.3 /lllJ ,~~ 'b7 ~() n~ 174-
8 39 Blades Fire Hall bOi 3sg (,{ z.. lf.7 I 'iZ/1. .3'?7 371./ 'S75 I.I'll. J.J.(,11./ /,.,2Sl 

1 40 Vocational Tech. School, GeorMtown /32. 101/' /.H ,~ I :J!i I/JS gfj ,~, !fl ' /U, 111.5"' h9 
2 40 N. Laurel E. School, Laurel '171.. 5"39 I c;i.1 570 87S I I,,()_? ~ '134 b9 1 7hJ.. 
3 40 Laurel Municioal BuildinQ ,,l/56 ,~ 433 13'1 l.f()7 I/SO :i.n )Is,() ~'I'- WI 
4 40 St. Georae's Communitv Hall 53:Z.. :UC ,JJ.f J..'5"/ 1./'Z)._ :2.19 3/<l ~ !,'fl 3'-0 
5 40 laurel Central Middle School l./7J.... /81 1452. I'll 1./!,S l'/7 '57 :17</ <11 ;t'i5 
6 40 Delmar Fire Hall 

-
/..J7I )36 IL.I~/ z.;r, JJ,:liJ )..'l'f ,in t.JI.J)., "W;..._ ~" 

1 41 Georaetown ,&lurthouse '-IIP7 ;JI,,() i/7, ')~ 1/-1~ 300 1~ 1uq~ )_7 / LP.JZ. ~ ').1/6 
2 41 Sussex Central H.S., G9oro9town ~u :u'l l<'&S" ~ ·us · -;;179 I~ ll/11 Jj._(j -Yi / 3'1/ )ll 
3 41 Sussex Central H.S .. GeorMtown 3g'7 /1,9 ~3 (lo..., .:{.3 'll7 1gb ?kl i'UJI... '-f7 11,53 /f6 
4 41 Millsboro Jr. Hiah School q37 'f'5 I '/1./() I.Lil !5 •7q-J 57/ 4fh 'ifl./ i'j lf::t 7'i"- / ,MIi 
5 41 Oaasboro fire Hall S-S:b :l,'ll/ ',37 1'l ~ I~ ~~ lw 5"01, 371::, ~7 ''5" r'{ 
6 41 Frankford Elementarv School 33~ J~ 3).h t$3 l?.e>/ /$8 /9~ us 11-~ ).12.. :~ :7 
7 41 Gumboro fire Han 26b /J..</ 12?5'" 13-<, "-q 1/1./7 Ill{ Z:Z.'i /hi;" 2()/ 
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How We V~ted In Susse~ County 
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Return Day 1988 
Ctowds throng around the Circle in Georgetown on 
Return Day In 1988 as a high school _band makes its 
way past the front of the courthouse. The 1990 Return 
Day Parade is expected to be one of the largest ever as 
Georgetown prepares to launch its bicentennial cele
bration in 1991. 



·History 
Continued From Front Page 

Surveyor Rhodes Shankland came up with 
lhe cin;le concept and laid oul lhe streets from 
there. Mitchell must have won when s11aws 
were drawn for the naming of the county seat. 
The new town was to be called Georgetown. 

The county seat was closer for voting pur
poses for many of the county's residents. 
According to WjJson '.s .1:ristory, ~oters had to 
drive into Georgetown:~.p!Sl their ballots and 
it is milikely they WOJ!,\d ~~ two days later 
for the--results. ;re • · 

'!,Jndoubtedly the.J"esylts of the election 
were known that night or the next day and the 
voters would stay over lo learn the results. 

Under that arrangement. Jbe earliest Return 
Day would have be~ the day after the elec
tion. Celebrations were held informally by 
those woo had won. • 

It wasn't long though,before voters com
plained about havm,g ~drive all theway to 
Oeorgeroym to cast lhembanots. . 

Although, it 190k more than two decades to 
change the system, lhe state's general assein
bly passed laws in 1828 which set up polling 
places in the thirteen hundreds of the county. 
That meant votes had to be gathered from 
polling places throughout the county and car
ried to Georgetown for tabulation, "where 
they were turned over to lhe sheriff ... and the 
results announcedfrom the courthouse at noon 
on Thursday." 

Those were the beginnings of Return Day. 
" ... since there were no county newspapers 
in those days there was no way of knowing 
who had won the election. So many of the 
farmers decided w take the ~y off, load their 
whole families into wagons and go to George
town Qn ThUISday to get the.res~lts." 

Wllson's hist,Qry continu¢s: "It would seem 
that Retmn Day as we know it now probably 
started with the election of 1830 or the Presi
dential election of 1832. Certainly by· the 
1840s the custom :was well-eitablished. 

"Several tho~and pexrons would pour into 
Georgetown th.al morning coming on foot, ~ 
wagons drawn by ·mules, horses, or oxen. 1D 
carriages ofall ~ and on oorseback. 

uWlille waiting for the results the crowd 
listened to band cancerts, wagered on eock 
fights, and engaged in other pastti.mes: Soon 
merchanls saw an opportunity for. gam and 
stalls and booths selling all kinds of food, 
clothing ano olher articles were set up. 

'"The resuits were read from the door of the 
courthouse at rtoon and were printed on a 
white sheet hoisted ova- lhe courthouse door. 
The winning candidai:es were placed onto the 
shoulders of their adherents and paraded 
around the Green. A large pole was erected in 
the Green and the emblem of the winning 
party was nm up it. Generally an ox roast was 
provided by the winners. 

"However the spirit of good feeling and 
reconciliation which marks the Rerurn Day of 
the present was no_t i!lways ';here in the ol_d 
days. The losers quite often di~ not take lh~u 
defeai with good grace _and m one fight m 
1844 a Dagsboro man w._~~ed." 

The Return Day ttap~gn grew and gr~w 
througholll the 1800s 8!'-d-xepre,sented a ma.ior 
festival in Georgetown every other year. With 
the tum of the century however new forces 
came on the scene. ~ j\\.\tomobile and tele
phone and radio brought ~le closer to the 
county SC!ll and Ibey 1'9, longer had tQ go ~ 
Refum Day to find out who won. Interest m 
the old tradition began ~ l~· . 

World Wm Two was raging m 1942 and 
Return. Day was cance~ altogether. F.ollo,:w
ing the war however, a ~oup of ~epublicans 
and Demoeµts got together and ma& plans to 
bring Return Day back bigger an.d better 
than ever. While in previous years the celebra
lion was <lominaled by whichever -party had 
been victorious in the eleclions, the goal of the 
b" • . , Return Day 
~ was to have a bipartisan celebra
tion .. 

A Burying of the Hatchet ceremony w_as 
begun and continues IP(iay. The co_unty chair
persons for,lhe Republican and Democrat par
ties join toge!fier on the reviewing stand ~d 
signify a reimifi~ tion ~.f purpose, followmg 
often bitter campaigns. by oarying the hatchet. 

Many Volunteers, 
Many Hours Make· 
Return Day Success 

It takes many hours and a lot of people to 
make Return Day the success it is every two 
years. In fact, not even before lhis Return Day 
is over, planners will be busy thinking about 
Return Day 1992. · 

The people who are responsible for 
Return Day include the officers of the Sussex 
County Return Day Committee, Inc., its direc
tors and honorary directots and hard-worlting 
volunteers. They deserve a tip of the hat. 

Officers: Rosalie B. Walls, president; 
George F. Couch, vice president; Eleanor 
Rayne Warrington, secretary; and W. Layton 
Johnson. lreasmer. 

Directors: Joseph W. Booth, Richmd M. 
Calhoun. Charlo~ P. Campbell, Ann Couch, 
Claire T. Croll, Ronald F. Dodd, Carolyn 
Green, Dalhs Green, Richard T. Hudsen, 
:Allan Kujula. William G. Lambden, William 
H. Lawson, Chr-istine Lecates, William 
Lecaies., Daniel L Milbwn, John T. Pumell, 
Cindy Pus~, Anthony Racaniello, Jay M. 
Stevens aad Elmer Walls. 

Honorary Directors: All five members 
of Susse}C County Council - Ralph Benson, 
Dale Dukes, William D. Stevenson, George 
Cole, R. James Mariner - and County Admin
istrator Robert L Stickels. 

Volunteers: Evelyn Baker, Sue H. Bar
low Gail Brown, Helen Buchanan, Mark 
Cashdan, Jean Chafin, Vera Coleman, David 
Crede, Susan Crocke11,. Gus and Teresa Croll, 
Tammy Dorey; Jimmy Dukes, Amber Esham, 
Robin Esham, Betty Evans, Harvey Gregg. 
Constance Holifield. Charles Hawk, Walt 
Headley, Bob Hitchens, Ira and Shirley 
Hitchens, Joan Hitchens, Tun Hodgson. Deb
bie Holson, Olive Holson, Steve Kremer. 
Joyce W. Lam.bden, Kuk Lawson, Kris Law
son, Torn Lockerman, Walter McFall. Hazel • 
Meeg~ Joan Messick. Isabelle Mo~. Qreg 
Pettyjohn. Mark Pettyjohn, Steve Pepper, 
Levita Robinson, Tom Rust. Lawrenee Sam
mons, Margaret Short, Joe Smith, John Spicer, 
Violet W. Stout, Wayne Thornton, Henry Vogt, 
Biffy Walls. H_arvey L Walls. &III!Cis Walls, 
Kevin Walls. Linda Walls, M'aty Walls, Tony 
Walls. Russell V. Warrington, David Webb, 
Joyce Weston. Al Wilkins, Shelley Wilson, 
Mary Lou Workman and M. Lawrence 
Wilkins. 

Georgetown Is Planning A 
Grand Bicentennial Year 

• By RHONDA Ii. TUMAN 
Georgetown) mayor, town council and ~~etown 200 Committee have,~ busy ~or 

the-pac;t year J>l~g a year's worth of acnv1ues to honor the County Seat s.1;>1centemual. 
to becelebrat.ed m 1-991. 

Monthly events - from a Federal Cotillion to the Georgetown Jubilee • has been planned 
by the 200 Committee and town officjals. • 

Four hisrorical lllli'l:kexs will be,erecled in each of the four comers of the Town Square 
that will tell about The Cirele, the histoi:y of lhe,new eourtho~, why the County seat was 
estab)ished at Geotgetown and abQu.t Return Day. A fiflh marker will.tell abput the old 
eourthEluse and will be pasted-near the restoJed building which is located on the comers of 
South Bedford Street and Pine Street. Swe legisJators, Rep. Chai:~s P. Wes1, Sen .. Thur-
mm A98J]ls and Rep. V. G~e Carey"P,JOvi<led funding fe(lhe markers. . 

Other planned activities include cultm:al eve_nts, ~ downtown xev~on proJecl, colo
nial .street lighting, the performance of an hisf!;)ncal drama, which 1s m the process of 
~g wtinen;,and-will be perfonned oy the Possum Paint Players. 

Debbie Holson, -president of the 2® Committee, has asked that each Greater George
town Chamber of Commercemernbe:r light a~ m ljieir Slt>Iefront-Ollling ~ year-Jong 
~. "as a spe'cfal welcoI)le ID all~ during the ~~al.': _ 

Georgeta~ residents gathered on many rughts to sew a bicente~ .s1gn~e ~uih ~ 
a pictorial quilrwhich is'hanging in Georgetown Town Hall and-will be aucnoned off - and 
officials hope - donatea to the town IO be tiung in the town hall. ., . __ 

An historical book:, "'Georgetown - Prom Cro~o~ to, County Seat lS availabJe for 
sale,a1 the town hall fQ'r S2$. An historical time capsule will buried to eonuilemorilte "Pur
chase Day .. ceremonies May 9, 1991. 

Highlights of lhe year-long events are; 
• January 26, 1991 - Federal Cotillion (black tie ball; colonial dress is 

aged); 
March 7-9 - Possum Point Players historical play; 
March 16- 200 Years of Fashion Show 
April 13-14 - Olde Geo~getown Antique Show & Sale 

• J\p.ril 20 - Earth Day in Georgetown 
• May 4 - Bicen.tennial. Festival 
• May 9 - Purchase Day (time capsule burial) 
• June 15 ° Music Faire 
• July 4 ~ Olde Fashioned July Fourth Celebration at Delaware Tech 
• August 3 - Living history in G~etown (battle re-enactments) . 

• 

Septembc;r 7 - New County Seat t\rts & Crafts 5.how ~ Sale. 
Octooe.r 6 - Homecoming Sunday 
Oerobe:r 26 - G~t)townJubilee (like Retnm.Day) 
November - Vl!Iiety Show-Hoedown 
No~ember 29--~g of the Green 
December 5 - Colonial Christmas Parade 
December 7 - Historic Home Tour 
December 9 - Carolling on the Circle 

encour-

Various And Sundry Facts -
And Other Information About 
The Return Day Celebration 

Return Day will end with a bang this year 3$ fireworks burst over ~e Circle in 
Georgetown beginning at 5:30 p.m. Return Day planners are also expecang a burst of 
pride as Amencan flags and ye~o~ rib~ns 3:e given to lhe crowd on Thursday, Nev. 
g 1990 in honorofU:S. troops m Saudi Arabia. . 
~ The day-long ceiebration will feature enter~i:nmenJ from the H~man Stru~g Ban~ 

a unit of th,e world famous Mummers of Pbiladelp~. The Mum~ers,, weanng theu 
<:olorful costumes, will perform a concert on The Cucle and march m the Return Day 

parade. • Da C . h hed In addition to the Mummers, the Sussex County Return y _ omm1ttee as sc -
uled the Delaware State College Marching Band and Laurel High School Choru~ for 
Concerts on The Circle. "Back in Time" will perform at a street dance on The Clfcle 
and "EZ. Pickins" will perform al the Ox R-oast _ 

Toe parade will feature a Peltheron One Horse Hitch sponsored by Southern States, 
Miss DelawareLisa Maria Munzen, the FirstlJ.S. Army Band, the Delaware State Col
lege Mamhing Band and almost a hundred other bands, antique cars, fire apparatus, and 
floats. The Return Day parade is one of the .largest on Delmarva and atn:acts ~ost 

20,000 J>OOPle. . . . p -h b » · ·a ''Th.is parade will be extra special with tJie Mummers and ere eron orse, -sal; 
Return Day Committee J>I:esident_Rosali~ Walls. "W_~ have added 5!e~orks ~o this 
year's celebration to give u a festive ~ ding. ThC? flags and ~~Uow nbbons will ~d 
color to the parade and honor our troops in th~ Persian_ G~ too. 

Return Day activities will begin at 9 .a.m. on ~e Crrcle 10 Georgetown and_ conclude 
·us1 after dark Hundreds of food booihs, bargam tables, crafts and more will be. feahued. ~-patade will step off from ~x Central High School at 1 p.m. and proceed 
down Market Street and around the Cude. . . . . . 
• Return Day is considered by many as the official end o.f ~e political eampaign.. lt 

brings together all the candidates and supporters on The C~le tQ hear the_ election 
returns and eeremoiliously t:,ucy the hatchet. The event began m the early _1800s when 
votes were oounted at the CoiJnly Seat and the results wQ"e announced two days after 
the election. . Da r-;S. • · • • 

In honor of Georgetown~s bicenrennial in 199_1, the J¥tum y _'-Vm!11111ee 1s ~ l- _ 
mg a gold plated bronze eofu and a numbere4 ~ilver com.. Th.~_~ms will ~ av~ble 
on·Return Dayfor$5 for the brpnze coin and $20 for the silver com. The com wiUfea
ture George Mitchell, for whom_ the _town ~as named, ~n °';e face; and the S~ssex. 
County seal on the back. The ColDIIllttee will also have T-shirts anQ hats fearunng a 
special Return Day logo for sale. 
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