








Vries, master mariner, explorer and writer, with whom
much of the history of New Netherland is linked,

By Section 18 of the West India Company charter
of June 3, 1621,* the States General vested executive
powers in an ‘“Assembly of Nincteen™ to act on behalf
of five directorates, or “Chambers,” set up for as many
geographical parts of the country in ratio to their
financial participation. The Chamber of Amsterdam,
where most of the money came from, represented four-
ninths of the Company capital, and had eight of the
Nineteen. The Noorderkavartier, which included Hoorn
and six other towns in present North Holland,” had
a one-ninth interest and two men of the Ninetcen.
In this manner Hoorn became identified with an en-
terprise which, having been awarded jurisdiction and
well nigh sovereign powers over Dutch interests on
portions of the coasts of America and Africa, would
gavern New Netherland until 1664,

o promote colonization in New Netherland the
Company on June 13, 1629, issued its charter of
“Privileges and Exemptions”® by which any member,
who within four years planted a colony of fifty sectlers
along some navigable river, was to receive — if he
“satisfied the Indians of that place” — a liberal land
grant and the title of Patroon, with various privileges.
Three days later Samuel Godyn, a Company director,
gave notice of intention to take up land in the vicinicy
of Delaware Bay. Soon afterward he and a fellow-
director, Samuel Blommacrt, were given a tract in the
present State of Delaware fronting the Bay near Cape
Henlopen. Three other men came in as partners in the
pitroonship: two to provide mere capital, and one for
his nautical experience, David Picterszen de Vries.

Organized by de Vries, an expedition under orders
to become self-sustaining and to set up a whaling sta-
tion, saited from the Texel in December, 1630. Although
a companion vessel was lost to pirates en route, the
ship de Walvis, Skipper Pieter Heyes, landed a party
of 28 men, their equipment and farm animals a few
miles from Cape Henlopen the following April. Site
of the settlement made was at a place named “Zwa-
anendael,” meaning valley of swans, ncar present Lewes
on the right bank of Lewes River which the Hollanders,
reportedly from Hoorn, are said to have called Hoorn-
kill." Expecting no trouble from the Indians, the new-
comers nevertheless built a protective palisade and
within it a lacge shelter and cookhouse, and set to work
on their assigned mission.

Soon afterward tragedy intervened, for when de
Vries arrived from Holland with fifty men as rein-
forcements in December, 1632, he fonnd that the
Indians had destroyed Zwaanendael by fire and mas-
sacred its people, including four men who had travelled
to the scttlement from WNew Amsterdam. No one
survived® Informed of what took place, but without
enough armed force to retaliate, de VWries remained vn
the scenc three months pacifyiug the matives by per-
suasion and seeking ways whereby to retrieve the situa-
tion. Short of food by theu, and judging he lacked
sufficient on-site resources with which to re-establish
the colony or a whale fishery, de Vries sailed with
his men to Manhattan in March, 1633. Not for thirty
years, when DPieter Cornelisz Plockhoy of Zerikzee
planted his Mennonite colony on the site of Zwaanen-
dael, was che area re-sertled.
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As described in 1650 by a capable reporter, Adrizen
van der Donck, lawyer from Breda and formerly schowut
of Rensselaerswyck, the disaster came about in this
mannet;

# % % The States’ arms [coat-of-arms] were also set
up at this place [Zwaanendacl] in copper, but as
they were thrown down by some mischievous savages,
the commis there very firmly insisted upon, and de-
manded, the head of the offender. The Indians not
knowing otherwise brought a head, saying it was
his; and che affair was supposed to be all settled,
but some time afterward, when onr people were
working unsuspectingly in their fields, the Indians
came in the guise of friendship, and distribnting
cheinselves among the Dutch in proportionate num-
bers, surprised and murdered them.*

Short-lived the Dutch colony may have been, bnt
to its establishment Delaware owes its cxistemce as a
State. In 1632 Charles | granted to Sir George Calvert,
First Lord Baltiinore, lands comprising the present
State pf Delaware. For years afterward his heirs claimed
the territory as part of Maryland. However, the royal
grant had desoribed the Jand as “hitherto uncultivated
and occupied by savages.” In the litigation thac ensued,
these words, conpled with proof that in 1631 Delaware
had been colonized by a Christian nation, proved de-
cisive, The scttlement at Zwaanendael compelled the
conclusion that Delaware lands could not be included
in Charles’s grant, The claims of Lord Baltimare’s
heirs were therefore denied.'”

In honor of Zwaancndael ou the 300th znniversary
of its founding, the State of Delaware erected at Lewes
an impressive memorial building which duplicates in
many features part of the Townhall of Hoorn. Based
upon studies of the ancient Stadhuis by an architect
sent to Hollaud for the purpose, the design produced
in “Zwaanendacl House” an edifice which conforms

{Continued en Page 16)

'Lize Stilma, Hoorn (booklet pub. in Dutch and English
at Baarn, Holland: Hollandia Ltd., 1963), p. 25.

*Charles McKew Parr, Jan van Lincchoten: The Dutch
Mc;rco Polo (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1964).

p. I

*Gerald L. Burke, The Making of Dutch Towns (New
York: Simmons-Boardman Pub. Corp., 1960}, p. 52.

‘Text of the charter is set out in Dutch and English, with
copious fooinotes, at Fan Rensselaer-Bowier Manuscripts,
A.JF. van Laer, ed. (Albany: University of the State of
New York, 1908}, pp. 87-115,

“Besides the Amsterdam Chamber there were Chambers
representing Zeeland, the Maas region, Friesland-Groningen,
and the Neorderkwartier, or North Quarter, of which the
“*S8even Towns” were Alkmaar, Edam, Enkhuizen, Hoorn,
Medemblik, Monnikendam and Purmerende, Ibid.

*Ibid., pp. 137-153.

'"While possibly true, evidence has not been found to prove
thesc colonists came from Hoorn and named the river for
that town. Both de Vries and van der Donck called the
river “Hoere-kil” in their writings. J. Franklin Jameson, ed.
& trans., Narratives of New Netherland {New York: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1909}, at pp. 226 and 313.

*Stories persisting for many years that “one man escaped,”
or “two boys survived,” appear to be without foundation.
C. A, Weslager, “Who Survived the Indian Massacre at
Swanendacl?”, pub. in de Halve Maen, October 19685, p. 9.

*A. van der Donck, “Represcntation of New Netherland,”
pub. in Marratives of New Netherland, op. cit., pp. 313-314.
The word commis, meaning agent {in this instance Gilles
Housset, whe bought the Zwaanendael land of the Indians
for Godyn and the others in 1629), has been substituted
for the word *commissary.”

“Virginia Cullen, History of Lewes, Delaware (Lewes:
Delaware Coast Press, 19563, p. 13,



THE COXSACKIE DECLARATION OF 1775

High principle and rarc courage shine through the
faded writing on a document known as the “Coxsackie
Declaration of Independence,” signed May 17, 1775 by
225 colonists — mostly of Dutch extraction — living
on the west side of the Hudson in what is now Greene
County, N. Y., and vicinity. Its draftsman is believed
to have been the Holland-schooled Rev. Johannes
Schuneman (1712-1794), pastor of the Dutch Re-
formed Church at Coxsackie.

Drawn up over a year before the American Dec-
laration of Independence at Philadelphia, as pointed out
by Olive Woodworth in her recent article (DAR
Magazine, April 1969, pp.424-425), the Coxsackie
declaration discloses complete awareness of events and
issues of the rime. It expresses the signers’ reselve
“never to become Slaves,” flat oppaosition to "oppressive
Acts of the British Parliament,” and plain intent to
abide by decisions of the Continental Congress.

Among the signatorics were 11 Hallenbecks, nine
Van Lnons, seven DuBoises, and any others with
family names also well known in the Holland Sociery,
such as IHoughraling, Jansen, Osterhoudt, Sclicrmerhorn,
Spoor, Vandenburgh, Van Hoesen, Van Schaick, Van
Slyck, Van Vechten and Van Wagenen.

HOORN, NORTH HOLLAND
{Continued from Page 10}
closely 10 the Townhall’s architecture, Especially well
realized details are the richly ornamented gable topped
with i statue of Je Vries, the carved deorway, and the
identical coursing and juinting of the brickwork.

The memorial was dedicated May 7, 1932 before
a large concourse of citizens, who heard the dedicatory
address by U.S. Senator Hastings of Delaware, and
speeches by the State Governor, Netherlands Minister
to the U.S., and other dignitarics. Zwaanendacl House,
now a museum, open daily except Mondays, contains
many exhibits related tn DNelaware history, and also
to the Duteh, such as bonnels, wooden shoes, and a
wooden koekplank uvsed in 17th century Hoorn to
shape cookies for St. Nicholas Day.

Let us now consider the original Stadhuis. Since 1795
the municipality of Hoorn has occupied as its Townhall
a building of notable antiquity that had been used for
civic purposes zlinost continuously from the time of
the Reformation. Qriginally two convent houses which

were joined together in 1429 — that of the Hierony-
mites, dating back te 1385, and that of St. Cecilia,
founded 1402 — the interiors were extensively altered

beginning in the 16th century. For a time the town
schools were housed in the rear of these premnises while
the front part, and a chapel bnilt about 1429, were
converted into quarters and a dining room for delegates
to the Council of the “Seven Towns™ in the region.
On the front of the Townhall that faces Nicuw-
straat appear the arms, dating from 1613, of the Seven
Provinces, Holland, West Friesland, and the Seven
Towns. In 1796, a year after the abolition of the
Seven Towns Cooncil, the burgomaster and aldermen
of Hoorn beld their Rrst meering in this building. Since
then no great changes have been made. The council
chamber is well worth secing for its beautiful panelling,
a wantelpiecc of 1788, and chandeliers and chairs which
are noteworthy specimens of craftsmanship. Over the
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mantelpiece hangs a vivid picture of the famous naval
battle on the Zuyder Zec near Hoorn in 1573, painted
in 1663 and placed wichin an exquisitely carved frame.

While relatively few people came to America from
Hoorn during the "Golden Age,” the majority of its
enugrants founded families which llourish to this day.
An excepuon rto this was David Pieterszen de Vries,
who, afrer seeking o establish patroonships in cthe
1630s and 405 ar Zwaanendael, Staten Island and
Vrieseudael, rewurned to his ancestral city, Hoorn. Born
about 1594 in France, of Dutch parents (his father
was from Hoorn), and a vesident of Holland from
childhood, he won favoruble norice as a sea captain,
administrator and ordnance cxpert from voyages to
the Mediterrancan and the East Indies while still a
young wun. Highly comperent, though unlucky in
his American ventures, de Vries in 1655 published his
journal, which for its straightforward scyle and wealth
of detail provides one of the best contemnporaneous
accounts of New Netherland.'

Well known American fanilies, such as the Van
Horns and Harings, relate back to pioneers who em-
igrated to America from Hoorn.'* At least four men
are recorded with the place-name “van Hoorn” in ad-
dition to their given names and patronymics: Jan
Cornelisz, Sibour Claessen, Reindert Jansen, and Christ-
ian Barents. The last mentioned, however, was more
likely & Dane or of Danish descent althongh his de-
sendants wdopted the swrname Van Horn,  Jan Pieterse
Haring, thought o be descended from the gallant Jan
Haring of Hoorn, killed in che Zuyder Zee batde of
1573, was born in 1633 and settled at New Amsterdam
in 1660. His wife Grietje Cozyns was a daughter of
Cozyn Gerrits from Petten,

Annther colonist, Harmen Bastiaens Visscher, came
here from Hoorn about 1639. A carpenter by trade,
he and rwo other men ran a sawmill on Governors
Island for a time. Later on, with his wife Hester
Tiercks and children, Harmen removed to Beverwyck
in 1647 and became surveynr of Albany in 1667, His
facher, Bastiaen ITarmens? e Vyselaer, was still living
at Hoorn in 167%. Other Hoorn residents whu seciled
in New Netherland were Pieter Jansz de Boer, in 1648,
and Jan Gouwenburg, in 1638,

Among the women of Hoorn wha became brides in
Amcrica was Marietje Jacobsz, daughter of Jacub Wal-
ings van Winkle and Tryotje Jacobs. She married,
first, Pieter fans Slot, in 1663 and second, Jan Dema-
rest, snn of the Huguenot leader David Demarest, in
1692, Leuntje Picters, who had relatives in Hoorn,
married Cornelis Janz Cloppenburg, who died in 1859,
There were hree sisters named Pieters fromn Hoorn:
Sara, wife of Jan Janszen Schepmoes from Delft; Eli-
zapeth, wife of Dirck Mayers from Hoorn; and
Marietje. In 1655 Janneke Dircks “van Hoorn,” pos-
sibly the daughter of Dirck Mayers and Elizabeth
Pieters, married Michiel Rembout “van Amsterdam”
at New Amsterdam,

"D, P. de Vries, Korte Histovicae! ende Journaele Aentey-
ckeninge  {“Short Historical and Journal-Notes), pub.
Alkminar, 1655, Hlis likeness as shown on the engraved
frantigpicer 35 reproduced on Page 9, courtesy of the Rare
Boek Div., N. Y. Public Library.

"Details which follow are mainly based on part of unpub.
Mas. captioned “'Clolonists from Hoorn" by Willinm }.
Hoffmin, in libeary ol New York Gencalogical & Biograph-
iral Sne
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It was in Lewes that the largesl assemblage ever
to gather in this State, mel on July 28, 1774, in sympathy
with the people of Boston, because the British Parlia-
ment cloged their port, following the famous Boston 1'ea
Party. Prompt action for home righls was Laken after
Thomas McKean, one of Lhe signers of the Deeclaration
of Independence, had delivered a most inspiring talk.

The first sea fight of the Revolution was fought
off Lewes in March, 1776, when an American privaleer
with a crew of 106 dcfeated a British sloop, with a crew
of 20, On August 28, 1782, the last seca fight of the
Revolution took place off Lewes, and another British
boat was taken.

During the War of 1812, Commander J. Beresford
sent llie following message to “‘the first magistrate of
Lewistown,” upon the arrival of the British fleet at the
Cuapes of the Delaware:

“Bir:—As soon as you receive this, I must request
you will send twenty-five bullocks, with the pro-
porlionate quantity of vegetables and bay, to the
Poiliers, for the use of the Brittanic Majesly’s Squadron,
now al this anchorage, which shall be immediately paid
for al the Philadelphia priccs.

“If you refuse to comply with this request, I shall
be under the necessity of destroying your town.”

The magistrate refused to meel the demands, wilh
the result that Lewecs underwent a bombuardment for
two days- April 6 and 7, 1818, A door, part of which
was shot away during the bombardment, 1s now in
SL. Peter’s Church, Lewes. It was laken from the
Rodney Dace.

An attempt was made by the Brilish to land m
Lewes, but they were called back by a sigual fromn their
squadron. Col. Hamnel :Davis, in command o the
volunteers and militia at Lewes, resorted lo a ruse,
marching his men along the waterfronl up Lo where,
unseen by the enemy, they could enler o back slreet of
the town. Fhen, they conntermarched to the walerfront
and along it, going and returning, thus deceiving the
British into believing that an advancing army was
flooding troops into Lewes. It is the claim of Lewes
residents that cornstalks were carried by many of the
marchers to make it appear that they had guns. The
fleet left on April 8, without gaining anything it desired
from the brawve little town.

German submarines appeared off the ecoast of
Lewes in 1918, during Lhe World War. In fact, in that
vear, the tanker, “Herbert L. I’ratt” was sunk by a
mine near Lewes. A pilothoat later picked up several
mines off Lewes.

Lewes boasts of heing Lhe home of six late Gover-
nors of Delaware. They were Governors Daniel Rodney,
Caleb Rodney, Samuel Paynter, Joseph Maull, David
Hall and Ibe W. Tunnell.

Mrs, loman Tammany, a member of the Lowes
Tercentenary Comn " ision, now occupies the home in
which Governor T..nell lived. Henry Rice lives in
the home of Governor Daniel Rodney. 'T'he home of
Governor Ilall is located on the opposite side of the
street on which has been erected the building patterned

afler the old Town Hall, of Hoorn, Holland, from where
the e Vries expeditions sailed. The original Hoorn
building was erected in 1613,

The quaint structure, built this year Lo commemao-
rate the landing of the Duteh in Lewes jn 1631, will be
dedicated at the tercentenary celebration in Lewes on
May 7. T, William Marlin, of Wilmington, was the
architect, and he mude a special trip to Iloorn, for the
purpose of making a close study of the original building.
He found that sotue of the present building has been
restored, but nol exactly as it was originally. Going to
the museumn, he obtained drawings of the huilding, and
made a special study of them, The hrick used on the
building, was made to match a brick brought over from
Hoorn and in existence at the time D¢ Vries sailed.

The building was erected by A. L., Lauritsen, Wil-
mington contractor. Tt measures 48 fect by 25 feet. It
has casement windows, and the shutters are of a com-
bination red and white coloring, A museum will be
located on the first floor, whi'e the library will be
on the sccond floor. Many articles, of historic value,
are being given or loancd to the lLewes Tercentenary
Commniission, for display in the muscum at the ccle-
bration.

A Duteh coat of arms, sent to Lewes several years
ago by Queen Wilhelmina, of Holland, has heen placed
over the door leading Lo the museum,. A picture of the
Queen, which she also sent to Lewes, will be hung in the
huilding.

The principal address of the celebration will be de-
livered by United States Senator Daniel” 0. Haslings,
of Delaware. J. H. Van Royen, the Nctherlands Minis-
ter, will represent his government at the eclehration and
will speak. Among others to take part in the exercises
will be Governor C. Douglass Buck, U, 8. Scnator John
G. Townsend, Jr.,, Congressman Robert . Houston
and Mayor U. W. Hocker of lewes. Music will be
furnished by the Drum and Bugle Corps of Delaware
Post, No. 1, American Legion.

The members of the Lewes Tercentenary Com-
mission, who are working diligently to make this
celebration one of lasting remembrance to Delaware
citizenry, are: Captain Harry V. Lyons, of Lewes,
chairman; Judge Richard 8. Rodney, of New Castle;
Christopher L. Ward, attorney and author; Congress-
man Robert G. Ilouston, of Georgetown; NMrs. Wulker
Mifflin, of Dover, and Mrs. Roman Tammany and Mrs.
William P. Orr, of Lewes. Donald R. Morton is sceretary
of the Comumission,

Reams and reams of copy could be written about
the history of the Lown of Lewces, and plans for the
tercentenary celebration. But, there is a limit to cvery-
thing., And the editor of this publication suys there is
a limit to this article.

S0, in closing, is it any wonder that Lewes takes
great pride in its history and iu its tercentenary celebra-
lion? Delawareans should pay fitting tribute to the
site which was responsible for this being a separate
State, by joining Lewes in the tereentenary celcbration.
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