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The last place any of us would choose for a
sight-seeing tour would be our own home town. If there
is one place we all know by heart it is Milford. And
yet it is sometimes possible not to see the woods for the
trees, and through looking at the same thing every day
not to see it at all. So we are going to do a kind of
travelogue in reverse and try to get a pictufe of the

town as it looked when it was young - young and small.

Most of you know that North Milford was the old
town and was a prosperous settlement long before South
Milford grew up. For many yeafs there was nothing on the
southern side of the creek but the Crapper plantation, a
stretch of 1570 acres of land valued at $120,000, a large
fortune in that day. The planfation house, which we know
as the old Causey Mansion,'remains to this day, and is
still the,most beautiful residence in the town. It was
built about 1763 by Levin Crapper and was then a house of
two stories and a half with dormers in the roof, the back
of the house being what is now the front. It was Governor
Causey who raised the third story and gave the house the
stately classic lines it now has. Perhaps no house in
Sussex so perfectly represents Delaware civilization and
culture during the years before the War between the States
as this one. All the culture, all the hospitality and
open handedness of our ancient Delaware stock is enshrined
there and you have only to look to catch a glimpse of the
past. In one of the slave quarters lived the black Mammy

of the household. As she grew old she grew fat so that
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Mr. Uliver and offered to build a dam across the creek at

his own expense if Mr, Oliver would agree to lay out his

land in building lots. The agreement was made and both
projects were carried out. Then a grist mill was built where
the 0ld Red Mill stood and a saw mill farther up stream. By
1790 there were eighty buildings in the town, thus showing

a fairly rapid growth. When Mr. Thorne came here the church
stood at Church Hill about half way between here and Houston,
in fact the present highway passes over the old graveyard

that surrounded the church. "Mr. Thorne was so sure of the
future of the town that he accepted the gift of a town lot

from VMr. Oliver for the church and began the work of building

the present edifice although some of the congregation objec?ed
to the removal. He himself pdid for the making of the bricks,
but in the midst of his work he died at the age of 45 years,
and the walls stood unfinished fop some twenty years. In

1789 Mr., Cliver also donated the land for a Methodist Church
and graveyard, a part of the foundation yet remaining in the

old yard on North Street across from the Milford Elementary

School. Whatever Mr. Thorne did was well done and in the

~best of taste. For his house he choose the most commanding

elevation we have, because, it is said, it resembled the
situation of "Shirley"™ in Virginia, the home of General Lee's
mother's family, the Carters. .lthough the pitch of the roof
was spoiled about 1880 and the old dormers removed, yet in
all other respects it is today one of the best colonial
survivals in the county, if not the very best. Filled with

handsome paneling and curious staircases it is a worthy
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memorial to its builder.

Mr. Thorne also built that row of brick dwellings
that stood about where Mr. wilson Vinyard's home now stands
and which most of us remember only in the last stages of
decay, yet, like all of his work there were well designed
and so long as they stood, gave an 18th century look to
Front street. For a long time they were kndwn as the

Mitchell Buildings, later as "Purity Row".

What is now the business section of the town was
then a corduroy road serving only as a passage to the bridge.
The business section was out West Front Street on the high
ground near Silver Hill. Here was the tan yard store, the
bark yards for quercitron bark, the vats for tanning hides,
cord wood and staves stacked for shipment out of the river,
and places for all the lesser trades that went with these.

As the t;wn grew the building we remember as the 0Old National

Bank was built by Mr. Wadhams for a storehouse and dwelling.

He also built what is now the Mulholland Apartments as a two

- story tavern kept by Mrs. Hetty Starr and known as Starr's

Tavern. This tavern was then an important stopping place
for the stage line‘down state. Mrs. Starr is said to have
died of fright. Her son came home drunk, mounted on a
spirited colt, and rode up the steps into the hall. A4s she
opened the parlor door to see what the noise was the colt
reared in the well of the staircase and she died of heart
failure. When it came into the possession of Mr. Daniel

Currey it received its third floor and the general appearance
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it now hus. The daughter of Mr. Curry married General
Torbert, our consul general at Paris and the most famous
citizen the house has ever had. It was here that Mrs.
Torbert waited for the return of her husband's body after
he was lost at sea in the wreck of the Vera Cruz, his
funeral having been the largest the town has ever seen. As
the town prospered all those stately homes in the Torbert

block sprang up and fortunately remain today pretty much as

they were in the beginning. In the old Hammersley house -
where the Collins in§urance'office‘is - may be seen what can
happen to these treasures when they fall into intelligent
hands. No one has been more successful in sympathetic
restoration than has Mr. Collins both here and at the old
Carlisle house where he lives. Not only he, but the town
has a right to be proud of his work. Other very old houses
that have come down to us and are yet to be seen are the
Towers, ;nce a store, and now showing but little of its
original architecture, and Max willson's house which until
1850 stood on the southeastern corner of North Walnut and
Second Streets, and has been carefully preserved by the
Willsons. As to schools, the old ..cademy, built in 1810,

was the most noteworthy and is yet to be seen in the older

portion of the Milford slementary Jschool.

A new industry gave rise to South Milford. The
Town there grew up as the shipyards grew and prospered and
from 1820 to 1875 they showed a steady growth. At one time
there were seven yards in operation at once. Mr. Henry

Hudson laid out South Front Street parallel with the creek
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and convenient to the yards and in many of the old houses
there the peculiar style of ship carpentry work amy be easily
recognized. Fortunes were made in shipbuilding. One of the
earliest firms was that of David Black, later there was
Carlisle and Reville, Truitt and Deputy, and yet later, Lank
and Heville, the Scribner Yard and Abbott and Company. Con-
siderihg the size of the river really large ships were built,

some of 600 tons burden. All this activity caused the growth

of stores on Walnut Street and the foundation of the present
business section, although it long remained a street of stores
and dwellings interspersed, the old Marshall property being
about the last of these to go. Some of the houses on Front
Street show the effect of this prosperity, notably the
Scribner' house, now Colonel Lank's and the Hudson house,

now bMrs. Jennings. For many years there were wooden bars
across Carlisle Lane - the lane leading only to the Trusten
McCollevaarm. The old McColley house still stands and Dr.
wWilliam Marshall is néw restoring it. It is remarkable for
its fine staircase and its curious second floor fireplaces.
No account of South Milford would be complete without some
mention of the old Causey Spriﬁg House. It stood near the
corner of Church 3treet and Causey Avenue, where the Short
lumber stacks now are, and was a place of resort for young
people on summer evenings. There were carved the heart
emblems with their intertwined initials. It was always said
that those who drank from this spring would never leave
Milford. The spring is gone but Mr. Joseph Holland moved

the spring house into his ygard where you probably remember
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it. we can no longer drink from the spring, but those
who live here are usually confirmed Milfordians if not to
the extent of a certain old man they used to tell about,
whose feet began to hurt the minute he crossed the stream
at the Tub Mill and didn't stop until he came back on this

side and was again in sight of town.

It used to be the fashion to conclude with a moral

so that what we say to you now will serve in the old
fashioned way to point a moral and adorn the tale. That old
oman saying - time destroys everything - is Jjust as true

for us as it was for them. It is only when we resist and
make some organized effort that we are able to rescue some
spoils from the wreck of time, The buildings we have been
thinking of , some remarkable for/£heir architectural beauty,
others for their antiquarian intereSt, have survived by the
merest chance. luch has been lost, like the old Mitchell
Buildings, on Front Street, for instance, which a New England
town or a Virginia williamsburg would have taken care to
preserve. Until the bridge was built across the creek on
Wushington Street, it appeared that business would inevitably

expand out North and south wWalnut Streets and that the Causey

Mansion and the fine old hpuses in the Torbert block in North
Milford were doomed to give place to commercial buildings.
most fortunately for the town the bridge has made possible a
More compact and convenient business section - convenient

because it makes a circular drive for automobiles and provides

greater ease of access to the stores. And yet, in spite of



this lucky chance, the fact that they will be preserved
remains a pious hope - the hope that this or that building
will not fall into the hands of the FPhilistines, but into
hands ready to restore and preserve that which can no longer
be replaced. The preservation of such things is already the
serious concern of other communities. - Not long ago some of
you may have seen a photograph in the paperé of some citizens
of Boston sitting in groups on the pavement. The city had
threatened to remove the old brick pavements which were so
weli in keeping with the buiidings on the street, but the
determined resistance of these.entusiastic "sitters® called

so much attention to the proposed desecration that the
pavements were saved and will remain for many a long day to
delight the antiquarian eye. 'do~jealously do the citizens

of Boston guard even the pavements that front their historic
buildingg. Here then is our moral - private citizens can do
all - or even enough to win the battle. Without some
sympathetic civic help our treasures will continue to disappea
one by one, in the future as they have in the past. Wwe can-
not get back what our town has lost - we can save those really

fine things that remain.



Parson Thorne House

This house was built about 1785 by the Rev.
Sydenham Thorne, an Anglican minister who came here from
Virginia about 1773 to take charge of Christ Church which
then stood at Church Hill. This house is one of the best
colonial survivals in the county. It has the curtain wings
so typical of plantation architecture in the 18th century.
Exquisite panelling and built-in cupboards with butterfly
shelves remain in place in the parlor. You will note that
the roof line was changed in the late years of the last
century, being raised to a square pitched roof, the old
dormers removed and the present peakéd gables installed.
These changes may be plainly seen in the attics where even
the frame of one of the old dormers still exists. Notice
also that there is no indoor communication between the
plantation offices, the samll rooms behind the arcades no
doubt ha;ing been larders and butteries., Until a few years

ago some of the slave quarters still stood in the rear.

It is impossible to look at this house without
giving some thought to its builder. In addition to his
clerical duties Mr. Thorne was a mill owner, a planter, and
a co-founder of Milford. 1In politics he was a zealous Tory.
It was during his rectorate that the present Christ Church
was built although it was not finished due to his untimely
death. As was the custom he is buried on the plantation and
those who are curious may see his tomb within the walled

family graveyard.
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Christ Church

Christ Chwrch, Milford, originally Christ Church,
Mispillion, founded 1704, was one of the first colonial
parishes of the Diocese of Delaware, organized by the Society
of the Propagation of the Gospel of the Church of England,
with the Kight Reverend Bishop of London as the Ecclesiastical

Authority.

The first church edifice, known as Christ Chufch,
Savagnnah, Mispillion, was built about 1705. This was replaced
by a larger edifice and a churchyard upon land granted Jehu
Davis in 1720. This building was used until 1836 and was
known as Christ Church, Milford, from 1790. In the year
1789, Joseph Oliver, a Vestryman, gave two lots in the newly-
planned Eommunity of Milford. Uﬁon a portion of this plot
the present edifice was built. The remaining part is used
for churcehyard purposes. This building remained incomplete

until 1836 when it was consecrated for Divine Services.

The present Christ Church originally was of colonial
design. This was changed by alterations and the addition of

the chancel and the tower 1861-1865.
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Pettigrew House

This house now owned and occupied by Charles Windsor
was built by Capt. John Pettigrew. Especially interesting hee
is the quaint kitchen wing with its towering chimney. The
house is equally interesting as the long time residence of
Capt. Pettigrew's daughter Mrs. Ann T. Greer. DMrs. Greer
kept store in a small story and a half building Jjust west of
her residence carried on.a farm, and was fambus for her
business ability and shrewd worldly wisdom. Her advice on
many matters was often sought by her fellow townsmen. So
combetent was she that JudgeVWise of ﬁﬁrginia carried on a
legal correspondence with her énd seeing her letters signed
"A. T, Greer" presumed that his correspondent was a man and

complimented him on his business ability.

The house in later years was the home of lrs. Clara

Yardley and is still well preserved and in excellent repair.

S

112 Front Street, N.W. (Dr. #illiam Marshall Jr.)

The northeastern rooms were built in 1787 by Elias
Shockley, tenanted successively by Lowder Laytbn, the Fitzgeralds,
the Commercial Bank of Delaware and in 1811 the western rooms
were added by the Milford Branch of the First National Bank &
Smyrna. In 1879 both properties were snuggled against each
other in the lines shown on the bricks from the frontal view,
were purchased by Dr. & Mrs. George W. Marshall, who Jjoined
the two parts in one and raised a family of four boys, of
whom the second oldest, Dr. William Marshall Jr., assumed

ownership on the death of his mother in 1933.
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The house is of brick and contains the offices
which have been used first by Ur. George Marshall until his
passing in 1915 and then by his sons Drs. william and

Samuel Marshall.

The Towers

This house which architecturally presents today
all the gingerbread romanticism of the 80's was not always

so. The room on the corner was once a general store kept

by John wWallace the step-father of John Lofland, the Milford
Bard. It is to him that the house owes its fame. It was

in the little garret room whose window is to be seen next

to the chimney that he acquired his education and it was

from that garret room that he sent forth the poems, short
stories and essays that made hisf}eputation. Unfortunately,

he was an alcoholic and an opium addict and these vices |
hastened *his untimely end. According to his friends he fell
into evil habits because of disappointment in a love affair

in his early years. Mr. Mitchell, the father of his fiancee,
forbade the marriage and on the day of Miss Mitchell's marriage
to another man John withdrew from the world and for the
succeeding three years never left this house. Indeed, during
that time he is said never to have had a'hat on his head.
Having loved society he came to abhor it and it was during

this period that the case bottle became his constance companion.
However, he left a considerable body of writings and to this

day is the literary luminary of Milford.
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Uld School

The cafeteria was originally the Milford Academy
built about 1810 and sponsored by the Masonic Lodge. Before
1817 a second floor had been added for a lodge meeting room
and a belfry added for the old iron bell, cast in 1809, and
now displayed in a cabinet at the new school through the
interest of the local D.A.R. The Masons dd not own the building
until 1832 whan Temple Lodge #9 bought it and retained it
until 1846 when they sold it to the school committee for the
United Districts #42 and 43 of Kent County. This was a pay
school and most of Milford's prominent men attended here.

John M. Clayton was born at Dagsboro but his parents lived

at Silver Hill during his academy attendance. You will better
understand the excellence of the curriculum offered here

when you consider the many eminent men who came from the school.
John Lofland the Milford bard was educated here together with
other well known names as George P. Fisher, Hiram McColley,
Caleb Layton, Daniel Godwin, Daniel Curfey, James Ldfland

and other doctors, ministers and statesmen. Col. Haslet,

the Revolutionary hero, had a son who attended school in-
Milford. The nickname of the state, Blue Hen's Chickens,
originated in this locality. Captain Jonathan Caldwell
commanded a company in his regiment. His men took with them
some game chickens with celebrated fighting qualities and said
to be from the brood of a Kent County Blue Hen. The fame of
these fights spread through the army and into contemporary
history until Delaware Veterans became known as Blue Hens
Chickens and the state the Blue Hen State. We wish this old
building could be preserved far posterity as there is nothing

of the past which links so many of us as intimately as this.
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0ld Methodist -Graveyard

This graveyard grew up around the first Methodist
chapel in Milford, a small frame building, the brick foundation
of which you may see in the rear. In 1842 this bUildiﬁg stood,
or rather, leaned on props and sometime thereafter was sold
for $27.00. Across the street is St. Paul's, the second
Methodist building, now a colored church. Many of the old
worthies of the town are buried here, General Torbert, Trusten

P. McColley, Daniel Currey and Governor Causey.

General Torbert House

This house was built about 1825 by Benjamin Wadhams
(also the builder of the old National Bank on the other corner)
for a tavern, since it stood on the o0ld stage line. To
vigsualize it as it was then you must take away the veranda on
the garden side and the GOW window above it and remove the
third flcor. Here Mrs. Hetty Starr kept Starr's Tavern and
is said to have died of fright one night when her drunken son

rode a blood horse into the front hall. She is buried in the

old Methodist graveyard.

The house later became the home of Daniel Currey who
added the third floor according to plans drawnvby Alonzo
Reynolds. Mr. Currey's daughter Miss Mary married General
Torbert of Civil War fame. General Torbert was our Consul
General at Paris from 1870 to 187.4. When the Torberts returned
to Milford they brought handsome French furnishings with them.
This house was famous for its hOSpitality‘and was the scene

of many fashionable reunions. Mrs. Torbert was especially
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gracious to all visiting clergy and here were entertained.

many of the most prominent people of this country. General
Torbert lost his life in the shipwreck of the Vera Cruz in

1880 in his efforts to save his fellow passengers. His

funeral was long remembered as the largest ever seen in Milford.

| It is worthy of your attention to notice the
chaste lines of Greek architecture emp;oyed on this house
and on fhe Mitchell house directly opposite and especially
to_the curious fact that the portico of this house provides
a pérfect example of the Doric column while the portico of
the Mitchell house is an equally splénded example of the
Ionic order. This house is a perfect architectural example

of the classic "Maison Carre" (Square House) of which there

is a famous specimen in Richmond. The walls were originally
raised for a bank but the building was completed and the

service wing added by Dr. Mitchell.

The houses in this block form the stateliest group
of homes remaining in the town. They are seen to the best
advantage ffbm the National Bank cornep@here the succession
of stately facades mount the hill in increasing grandeur.
Fortunately, the entire block still retains its ancient Brick
pavements which are in admirable keeping with the buildings.
Although the portico of the Davis home has been destroyed.
The house was once the old Methodist parsonape long the home
of the Kev. Jonathan S. Willis and there was a Dame's School
for small children kept in the c¢ellar to which there was an

outside entrance below the level of the street,
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The next house south now in the process of
restoration by its present owner, Edgar Welch, was built
by John McCurdy of Philadelphia for his daughter Mrs. Nehemiah
Davis, the grandmother of Mrs. Helen Pierce. The parlor,
which has been restored, boasts a handsome roccoco ceiling
and fireplace. The next house, long the home of Dr. Collins,
was built by Mrs. Collins's father Daniel Godwin on the site
of the old Causey home. The rear rooms of this older house
are a part of the present edifice and with their low ceilings,
tiny staircases and paneled doors form a delightful contrast
to the more stately rooms built by Mr. Godwin in the front.
Especially noteworthy here is the sharp roof line with its

casement garret windows reminiscent of a Parisian roof top.

Baker House

Where the house now stands there stood about 1830
a one story frame dwelling occupied by William Sammons. From
him it pussed to Peter F. Causey and by him was sold to Daniel
C. Godwin, who changed the sloping hill to the present terrace
and built the handsome three story residence now occupied by
Dr. John B. Baker. Mr. Godwin sold it to Dr. Robert Frame.
It was next bought by Dr. Hobert H. Clark, paymaster in the
United oStates Navy. During his lifetime it was greatly
beautified and boasted a splendid boxwood garden. There was
once a curious brick bath house built into the bank of the
terrace where there were wooden tubs which provided a steam

bath when filled with hot water. The house has been
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sympathetically cared for by Dr, Baker and is as beautiful

today as ever.

Causey House

This house, known to most of us as the Causey
Mansion from its long occupancy by Governor Causey's family,
waé built for Levin Crapper in 1763 by an English architect
named Mitchell. The plantation counted 1500 acres and
included what is now South Milford. The house was then two
and a half stories and what is now the back was then the
fronﬁ. About 1855 it was remodeled by Governor Causey in
the mode of the Greek revival. There is much elegance and
simplicity in this adaptation which is to be seen in the
window céps and the beautiful'iroh grille work at the windows
in the third story. Most of the slave quarters have disa-
ppeared Qut one yet remains, the small brick building to the
right of the house. Governor Causey was in the mercantile
business. He shipped his products by schooner to Philadelphia
and brought back articles of household use for sale here.

Another governor of Delaware, Daniel Rogers, lived there,



18.

McColley nouse (Egglinton Hall)

About 1792-95 a Mr, Egglinton built the back room
(now the kitchen) and the room above. After Egzglinton's
death his widow married Mr. William Blacke who impounded the
pond and ran the plantation of several hundred acres. About
1805 he auded two rooms above and one large room below to
the earlier Egglinton Building. On the death of the Blacks
the plantation was bought by Trusten Polk McColley about 1828,
He added the three story frontal building of two large rooms
on each floor and a staircase and hall, perhaps the finest

in Sussex County, that is open to the third floor.

Mr, McColley was a hatter by trade but is better
remembergd as a popular Methoéist preacher whose fame was
state wide. His popularity may bé Judged by the fact that
in the course of his ministry he married 1600 couples and

preached“over 1000 funerals.

T. C. Collins House

The' home of T. C. Collins, 205 S. E. Front street
is said to be the second oldest house in south Milford. It
was built in 1794 by a ship carpenter named David West and
occupied by him until he sold it to Peter F. Causey. 1In
1836 it passed to Manlove Carlisle and in 1866 was purghased
by Thomas Carlisle, grandfather of T. Carlisle Collins. At
that time portions of the present boxwood gardens were laid

out and were later extended when the property passed to Mrs,

Darwin Collins, daughter of Thomas Carlisle. Her son, the
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present owner, has made extensive additions to the

dwelling and the gardens and has been especially successful
in his restoration of the house. The peculiar character

of ship carpenter work is plainly evident in the interior,
The windows are fitted somewhat in the manner of a port-
hole without sills. The present owners have filled it with

fine old furniture and share their pleasure in the property

with all lovers of old Milford.
e ol e el e e A A ale He el e e oo Heale e

There are yet other houses in town of the greatest

interest which our space in this brief catalog will not

permit us to describe, Among'these are the Scribner House
now occubied by Col. Lank; the tﬁb beautiful Watson Houses
with their classic fronts in pressed brick, the one occupied
by Mrs. 3arah Stanton and the other by the Masonic Temple;
the Harrison white Property (No. N.W. Front Street); the
Charles white house built by John M. Darby and probably once
the mill house; the Billie Welch House (now occupied by Mrs.
S5allie Sapp) built by the proprietor of the Blacksmith Shop
which stood on the opposite corner; the old Senator Abbott
House(No. 115 N. W. Front Street); the Max Willson House
which has a stairway similar to that at Mt. Vernon; the
Clarence F. Jewell Property (203 N. W. Front Street) which
was built by Dr. dJohn Rélston and later used as the office of

Dr. Joseph Sudler.
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ADDENDA

Sudler Apartmenta

This quaint old house was built by John Ralston in
1793 on land bought from Joseph OliVer. Ralston's son-in-law
Dr. Joseph Sudler lived in the dwelling and had the use of the
shop. It is a curious commentary on the times that Ralston in
-hia will made provision that Sucler should pRy no:off:!.ca rent
unlesa he should attempt to bring in a bill for medical services
to Ralston or his family, in which cuse the rental charges for
ﬁw office were to become retré—»active. In 1837 the estate was
sold and the building ch:nged ha.xids many times, It was ouned
by Captain George Primrcse, a Fhiladelphia ship builder, until
1843, then by Daniel Godwin., On one side was a milliner shop,
now the residence of ¥rs, Lee Truitt. In the shop end of the
building Martin Chamberlin kept a grocery store for many years
and 1t Was also occupied by John Emerson in 1848. It was he
who printed the old Milford Beacon.

This house i1s espscially interesting in it's roof lines
with the tall old dormers that give it such an 18th century
look., It has been very successfully restored by Mr. Clarence F,
Jewell, the present owmer, and 1s now known as the Sudler

Apartments.
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1923 by the owner, Dr. Frank L. Grier. Dr. Grier and his
brother, Dr. G. Layton Grier, were dentists who bought a
dental supply business and maoved it to Milford in 1900.
They developed it into an international business, now the
L.D. Caulk Division of Dentsply International. Dr. Grier
was instrumental in bringing about the initiation of President
Warren G. Harding into Milford’s Evergreen Forest #49 of
the Tall Cedars of Lebanon. On that occasion President
Harding was a guest of the Griers’ in this house.

East Side of Old Rehoboth Boulevard be-
tween S.E. Front & S.E. 2nd Streets . ..

UNION CEMETERY. The little used Union Cemetery was laid out by
Captain Thomas Humphreys. “The Peninsular News and Advertiser”
stated on March 27, 1874 “lt is beautifully located on high ground,
about a quarter of a mile from South Milford on the bay road.”

Funded by:
The Delaware Development Office
State of Delaware
and -
The City of Milford
Milford, Delaware

Prepared by
The City of Milford
Landmarks and Museum Commission
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ELCOME to Milford, Delaware, a city rich in the development of both Kent and Sussex counties and of our country.
Your tour starts with the Parson Thorne Mansion and continues to the east toward the center of town.
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HISTORY OF MILFORD

For many years a river-crossing settlement, the town
was founded in 1787 by the Reverend Sydenham
Thorne, an Anglican clergyman who had arrived in
1774, and Mr. Joseph Oliver, a merchant who had ex-
tensive landholdings in the area.

In 1787 Reverend Thorne purchased property on Sil-
ver Hill, just west of Oliver’s holdings, both properties
being part of a tract of land which had been granted to
one Henry Bowman in 1680 which was known as “Saw
Mill Range.”

The Thorne residence is now known as the Parson
Thorne Mansion.

The two men are reported to have entered into an
agreement whereby Thorne would build a dam across

the river at his mill and Oliver would lay out his land in
building lots. The founders adopted the Old English sys-
tem of 99 year ground leases in perpetuity rather than
outright sales.

Milford has been the home of eight governors of the
State of Delaware: John (Jehu) Davis 1789; Daniel
Rogers 1797-99; Joseph Haslet 1811-14 and 1823;
Charles Polk 1827-30; William Tharp 1848-51; Peter
F. Causey 1855-59; William Burton 1859-63; and
William T. Watson 1895-97.

* Listed in the National Register of Historic Places

* & Listed in the National Register of Historic Places as part of an
Historic District






















south of Causey Mansion.) The Mansion house and buildings were about
the only houses on the whole tract, except probably three or four small
farm houses. The old Spring house we see there now was a great place of
resort for all the lads and lasses in town, and if any one is curious to know
what crowds frequented the spring to quaff its excellent water, let them as
they pass the spring look over the railing towards the mansion and notice
what a deep, wide path there yet is from house to spring. (Located about
where Timmons Mobile Service is, No. 13 Causey Ave.)

Near the above is a two-story brick store house which was build by
Martin De Waele prior to the close of the last century. It was occupied
later as a store house by Walker Sipple, C.S. Watson and Draper and
Hazzard. (Uncertain; northeast corner of S.E. Second and S. Walnut
Sts.)

At the southeast corner of South Walnut and Second Streets is a large
shingle board two-story dwelling, which is thought to have been built by
Walker Sipple, as his widow, who remarried John R. Draper, lived there
long after the death of her last husband. (Now the home of Mrs. Charles
Lacy, No. 208 South Washington St.)

There used to stand contiguous, under a mammoth weeping willow tree
about where Peter F. Causey’s front yard is two one-story storehouses.
They were painted red and looked very old sixty years ago. (About where
the present theatre now stands on the Plaza.) Louder Layton once kept
store there, After, Beniah Watson and later C.S. Watson & Company did
a heavy business. In those days almost every merchant sold liquor, and
any person who wanted a drink only had to hand his glass over the
counter and get all he wanted gratis. One of the old red frame store houses
may be seen today from Milford bridge; it is the first house at the edge of
the river in the rear of Reis and Hirsh’s canneries. It is now painted over
with soap advertisements. (Reis & Hirsch stood on S.W. Front St., where
the bus terminal now is.)

The two-story brick residence of Mrs. Hester O. Draper on the north
side of South Front Street was built by Henry Hudson a good while ago,
and in it William E. Jester kept store; it was later occupied by John A.
Hazzard. (Later the Windsor home, west corner of the parking lot on
S.E. Front St. between S. Washington and S. Walnut Sts.)

The red house at the South West corner of South Front and
Washington Streets was built by John Hudson three or four generations
ago and is still owned in the family.(Gone)

The building where Aaron W. Bell resides was built by a carpenter
named Charles Fleetwood for a gentleman named Smith, supposed to
have been a brother of Mrs. T.P. McColley. (Gone, now Milford Trust
Company parking lot on S. Washington St.)

we 20 1833 there were but two or three old buildine<
east of Mrs. Thomas Carlisle’s residence (205 S.E. Front St., nowow |
by Mrs. T. C. Collins). Then a fence ran from the river close to her house
and thence down Carlisle’s Lane towards the mansion of Rev. T. P.
McColley. From the upper end of the lane a fence ran across the South
Second Street and thence towards Marshall’s Mill. All lands east of Mrs.
Carlisle’s were tillable land and cedar fields. (Rev. McColley’s house was
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HUNDREDS OF , SUSSEX COUNTY.

Rehoboth Hundred.(1696) - Lewes & Rehoboth.,

‘ (Broadkiln
Broadkill Hundred, (1696) =( [Acts of 1833 & 1861]
(Georgetown

Cedar Hook Hundred.(1702) - Cedar Creek Hundred.
Indian Creek Mundred.(1706) - Indian River Hundred,

(Northwest Fork Hundred.
Northwest Fork Hund red. -( [Act of March 11,1869]
: (Seaford Hund red.

(Broad Creek Hundred.,
Broad Creek Hundred. -(Gumborough Hundred. [Act of April 4, 1873]
(Part of Dagsboro Humd red.

Nanticoke. - (previous to 1775 this was known as Deep Creek Hundred
by Delawareans.)

Little Creek Hundred. - (1775, formerly part of Somerset County,
Maryland.)

Dagsborough or Dagsboro Hundred. - (most of this hundred was formerly
under the jurisdic tion of
Maryland until 1763,)

Baltimore Hundred. - (up to the time of S8ettlement in 1775 the land
in this hundred was claimed to be in Worcester
County, Maryland.)












bination baggage car and “smoker.”
The conductor wore a frock coat just
[to] show that he was the head man.
After a certain amount of preparation,
he gathered up his imp’ortance and gave
the starting signal. We were off! By the
time we had passed Grier’s Crossing
(WSFS Bank at Rt. 113), Haven Lake,
and Redifer’s Crossing (Southern
States), we might be doing twenty-five
miles an hour. Incredible speed! By the
time we got to Houston, everybody was
covered with cinders and dust because
the excitement of the trip obscured the
fact that there were windows (of a sort).

Did we have a rough ride? I expect
so. The bed was not firm. The rails were
made of soft iron which had worn
uneven after a few wheels had passed
over. But who cared? This was a lark.
Pulling into Harrington the conductor
and brakeman were already out on the
platform of each car spinning the wheels
that set the brakes while the engineer set
the brakes on the locomotive. The
Westinghouse air brake came much
later. At Harrington everybody got off!
walked up the platform and bought
another ticket to Wilmington on the
New York, Philadlephia and Norfolk. In
Wilmington you had to get off again and
buy a ticket to Philadelphia (if that was

where you were going) on the
Philadelphia, Wilmington and
Baltimore.

If you were the adventurous type,
you could combine rail and sea for a trip
to New York. First you took the J. & B.
Railroad to Lewes. Then if you had
made the proper preparations, you
boarded the S.S. Breakwater for an
uninterrupted trip to New York.

COMMUNITY SERVICES

On February 26th a representative of
the Society visited Milford Manor, at the
request of the Director of Activities, to
talk to the residents about the “Old Days
in Milford” and the changes which have
taken place.

QI

On April 23rd the Society, with the
Milford Museum as co-sponsor, will
host the spring meeting of the Museum
Committee of the Delmarva Advisory
Council. The day’s activities will start
with a tour of the Milford Museum and
the Parson Thorne Mansion followed by
lunch and meeting at Geyer’s
Restaurant.

QDD

The Sussex Chapter of the Em-
broiders Guild of America, Inc. will hold
a needlework exhibit at the Parson
Thorne Mansion the first week-end in
June.

CAPE MAY TRIP

The Milford Historical Society is plan-
ning a bus trip to Cape May, New
Jersey on Thursday, June 6th. We will
tour the EMLEN PHYSICK ESTATE
and take a guided tour of the Historic
District. Guests are welcome.

Later in the spring a letter will be sent
giving price, hours of departure and
return, as well as other necessary infor-
mation.

CHRISTMAS PARTY

The annual Christmas Party for
members and their friends was held on
Sunday, December 16, 1990, at the
Parson Thorne Mansion. Decorated in
keeping with the season, the Mansion

presented a festive appearance.
Delicious refreshments, good
fellowship, and perfect December

weather made it a very enjoyable occa-
sion.

COMING EVENTS

The ANNUAL GARDEN PARTY will
be held in early September, the exact
date to be announced later.

A dinner is planned for November to
celebrate the 30th anniversary of the gift
of the Parson Thorne Mansion to the
Society.

This issue of the Newsletter comes to you through
the generosity of a Friend who wishes to remain unknown.

MILFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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MILFORD, DELAWARE 19963
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