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The Mayor and Cmuneil of Georgetomn

GOUNCILMEN GEORGETOWN, DELAWARE MAYOR

Harvey B. Spicer
EDWIN O. PEPPER, First Ward
VICE-MAYOR
Edwin O. Pepper
LESTER H. PITTARD, Third Ward SECRETARY
Edwin Roach

EDWIN ROACH, Second Ward

WARREN W. EDINGER, Fourth Ward

POLICE COMMISSIONER
Warren W, Edinger

October 20, 1958

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Town Council of Georgetown cooperating with the
Chairmen of the Democrat and Republican parties are making

plans for the traditional “Return Day’ celebration on Thursday,

November 6, 1958.

We request your presence to this traditional celebration.
The parade will be at 2:00 o’clock P. M. and a national speaker

will be present.

It is customary for the elected officials and present office

holders to ride in the parade.

Sincerely yours,

Town Council of Georgetown

-~ - e
[Q ,fﬂ/wm/ /{,M» N
Secretary
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K?/ ff 1. Did you ever take a trip through Sussex County :
2. Oh the breezes blowing through the Streets of Georgetown
3. But the strangers come and try to teach us their way.

4. Now if there's going to be a life hereafter
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(/7 ... Mmaybe to the County Seat for Return Day
Arevperfumed by the cooking of the ox
They scorn us just for going back a hundred years or moxe
And somehow I'm sure there's going to .be

. 7 y r. g Fol) P
‘ . i o) i

T T = T
: e e

3

\ ey L M)y e

=

: ; .
v Have you ever watched the parade at the Circle
And folks at Nutter Marvel's Carriage House talking crazy
But they might as well go chasing light beams
I will ask my GOD to let me make my Heaven
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7 And listen to the Politicans talk all day
Speak a language that the strangers do not know
Or light a candle with a falling star
In that Dear Land called Sussex County
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RETURN DAY

The Circle, Georgetown, Delaware
Approximately 3:00 p. m.
November 9, 1972

ACKNOWLEDGE PLATFORM

AGAIN AFTER MORE THAN 175 YEARS,
SUSSEX COUNTIANS AND DELAWAREANS GET IT
ALL TOGETHER TO OBSERVE THE TRADITIONAL

RETURN DAY HERE ON THIS BEAUTIFUL CIRCLE

IN GEORGETOWN, DELAWARE. (THE ONLY TOWN

IN DELAWARE WITH A CIRCLE?)
I AM SO PLEASED AND HONORED THAT YOUR
COMMITTEE HAS CHOSEN ME AS ITS AFTERNOON

SPEAKER.

THE RETURN DAY ASSIGNMENT DID RETURN

ME TO SUSSEX COUNTY WHICH I ALWAYS CONSIDER

TOBE A FORTUNATE HAPPENING.




RETURN DAY -~ 2

TO BE CERTAIN, I ACCEPTED THE INVITATION
AT ONCE, BUT WITH SOME TREPIDATION,
WONDERING IF I COULD MEASURE UP. THE FACTS
ARE THAT I ACCEPTED, SO1 AM NOW AT A POINT
IN TIME WHEN T WILL HAVE TO DO THE BEST [ CAN,

AND DO IT NOW,

A GREAT SUSSEX COUNTY TRADITIONAL EVENT
LIKE THIS PUT ME BACK IN THE LI]gRARY TO THE
HISTORY BOOKS. AND I FOUND SOME HELP, AND
OF COURSE, ONE OF C)UR. DELAWARE HISTORY BUFFS -~
MR, EMERSON WILSON -- HAS WRITTEN THE FOREWORD
TOTODAY'S PROGRAM. HE QUOTES SCARF AS WRITING

IN HIS HISTORY OF DELAWARE THAT:

"RETURN DAY HAS BEEN A CUSTOM PECULIAR

TO SUSSEX COUNTY SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL., "
(A FAIRLY SAFE ASSUMPTION IF YOU DO NOT

GIVE ANY DATES).
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I ALSO INQUIRED OF A LIVING DELAWARE
STATESMAN AND A NATIVE SUSSEX COUNTIAN - -
OUR BELOVED SENATOR JOHN WILLIAMS -- WHO
WAS YOUR SPEAKER TWO YEARS AGO -~ ASTO

THE REAL MEANING OF MODERN RETURN DAY AND

ASKED HIM TO RECALL THE THOUGHTS HE HAD
GIVEN YOU IN 1970 WHEN HE WAS THE SPEAKER.

HE COULD NOT RECOLLECT WHA’T HE SAID AND I
AM NOT GOING TO BURDEN ANY OF ‘YOU BY ASKING
YOU TO REMEMBER. BUT, SENATOR JOHN -- WITH

HIS USUAL DRY HUMOR -- DID SAY THAT RETURN

DAY WAS USUALLY COLD AND WINDY AND THAT
THE WIND VELOCITY DEPENDED A GOOD BIT ON

THE SPEAKER AND IF HE WERE TO MAKE A PROPHECY,
THE WEATHER TODAY MIGHT NOT BE COLD BUT HE
WAS CERTAIN THAT IT WOULD BE QUITE WINDY, IF

' | WERE TO BE THE SPEAKER, SO, THOUGHTS LIKE

THESE COMING FROM SENATCOR WILLIAMS PROVIDE
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ONE WITH THE GREAT COURAGE NEEDED TO
PROCEED AND THIS I AM GOING TO DO WTT'H

SOME MISGIVINGS.

A BIT MORE OF HISTORY (CONRAD 1908) --

WHAT HAPPENS ON RETURN DAY? QUOTE:

"THIS OCCASION BRINGS THOUSANDS OF

" PEOPLE TO THE TOWN AND EVERY EFFORT
IS MADE TO MAKE THE DAY A MOST
ENJOYABLE ONE. SO LONG HAS THIS
CUSTOM BEEN OBSERVED, THAT THE DAY
IS GENERALLY REGARDED AS A HOLIDAY
WHEN MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN
CONGREGATE FROM EARLY MORN UNTIL
LATE AT NIGHT AT THE COUNTY SEAT,
GIVING VENT TO THEIR HILARIOUS FEELINGS

BY THE MOST AMUSING ACTIONS CONCEIVABLE, "
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THE RELIGIOUS AND Ef)UCAT iONAI.4 INTERESTS
OF THE TOWN ARE WELL MAINTAINED, AND GIVE
EVIDENCE OF INCREASING PROSPERITY. STILL
TRUE. GEORGETOWN HAS BEEN THE HOME OF
MANY PROMINENT MEN AND WOMEN IN SOCIAL,
POLITICAL AND PROFESSIONAL LIFE. THE
IMPROVED ACRICULTURAL CONDITIONS OF THE
HUNDRED AND THE THRIFTY S?IRIT OF I'TS
RESIDENTS ATTEST ITS CONTINUED" GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT, AND I REMIND YOU THAT THE
UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE'S AGRICULTURAL,
SUBSTATION ON THE LAUREL ROAD HAS BEEN A
SUPPORTING ECONOMIC FACTOR TO THE COUNTY'S
AGRICULTURE SINCE ITS ESTABLISHMENT ABOUT |

ONE-QUARTER OF A CENTURY AGO.,

AGRICULTURE STILL RANKS AS ITS NUMBER ONE

INDUSTRY IN SPITE OF THE FACT THAT 180, 000 ACRES
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OF FARM LAND HAVE BEEN DIVERTED TO CTHER
USES SINCE 1940, LAND IS LIMITED AND THE
SCIENTISTS HAVE NOT YET COME UP WITH A
FORMULA FOR SYNTHESIZING LAND. DELAWARE
FARM INCOME TOPS ALL THE STATES IN THE
NORTHEAST IN BOTH GRCSS  ($40, 000) AND NET
($12, 000) FARM INCOME AND RANKS FIFTH AMONG
ALL STATES, AHEAD OF THE ‘GENE.RALLY WELL-
KNOWN FARM STATE OF IOWA, INDIANB AND |

ILLINOIS,

AGRICULTURE HAS NCT AS YET BEEN

REAPPORTIONED, BUT ITS POPULATION HAS.
ENOUGH OF HISTORY.

AS T CONSIDERED WHAT TO SAY AND

WHAT NOT TO SAY, 1 DECIDED AT ONCE THAT
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THOSE ASSEMBLED HERE WILL NOT HAVE TO
LISTEN TO ANY PARTISAN POLITICAL POSITION
PAPER., WE HAVE HAD MORE THAN ENOUGH
LATELY., I WOULD BE SAFE WERE I TO REPEAT
HISTORY FOR YOU AS T HAVE SAID, BUT IT HAS
ALL BEEN WELL WRITTEN. ALL YOU NEED TO
DOTO LEARN IS TO REA,_D,Q

SO, INSTEAD, LET US THINK TOGETHER A

BIT ABOUT WHAT RETURN DAY MEANS TO THOSE

ASSEMBLED HERE TODAY AND WITHIN THE
FRAMEWORK OF DELAWARE'S MODERN

DEMOCRACY.
THE FOLLOWING ARE MY THOUGHTS ONLY.
MOST CERTAINLY, THIS YEAR'S ELECTION

AT ALL LEVELS FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE

UNITED STATES DOWN HAS NOT BEEN A USUAL ONE,
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IN DELAWARE MOST CANDIDATES GENERATLLY
HAVE CONDUCTED THEMSELVES AS LADIES

AND GENTLEMEN -- WITH PERHAPS A GRE A’T‘ER
TENDENCY BY 5OME CANDIDATES JUST BEFORE
ELECTION DAY TO PANIC UNDER PRESSURE,

AND TO RESORT TO PICAYUNISH CHARGES AND
COUNTER CHARGES, SMACKING THE USUAL
POLITICAL HACKERY WHICH SURFA(;ES WHEN

THE GOING SEEMS TO BE GETTING TOUGH.

ON THE POINT OF THE INFLUENCE QOF-
NEWS MEDIA TODAY ~-- THE NEWSPAPER AND
TELEVISION -- ALMOST DARE ONE TO BE BRASH
AND TO OUTDO CR OUT-PROMISE YOUR ADVERSARY
CANDIDATES; THE WOULD-BE SPECTACULAR AND
THE IRRESPONSIBLE CANDIDATES ARE PROVIDED
A GREAT STIMUL,US’ TOSO ACT. AND, TOO, MOST

EVERY VOTER IN HIS MIND AT LEAST HAS LOOKED
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AT HIS FAVORITE CANDIDATE AND ASKED THE
QUESTION -- WHAT HAS HE DONE FOR ME
LATELY? THE NEWSPAPER STAFFS HAVE BEEN
TALKING TO THEMSELVES, RAISING SUCH
QUESTIQNS AS "SHOULD EDITORIAL PAGES
CARRY ENDORSEMENTS Oﬁ NOT? 1IF YOU WILL
RECAILL THE ENDORSEMENTS AND LOOK AT THE
RESULTS, YOU CAN EASILY COME UP WITH YOUR
OWN ANSWER  -- WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES

IT MAKE?

THE VOTER MOVED AWAY FROM AND
AROUND PARTISAN LINES AND VOTED FOR HIS
CANDIDATE. THE INDEFPENDENTS SWUNG THE
ELECTION, WITH A BIT OF A TENDENCY TO |

VOTE OUT, RATHER THAN VOTE IN.

BUT LET'S FORGET IT. ELECTION WAS

TUESDAY. SOME WON, AND OF COURSE, SOME
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LOST IN SPITE OF -- OR BECAUSE OF -~
POLITICAL ISSUES, POSITION PAPERS, INTEGRITY,
- LEADERSHIP QUALITIES, ABILITY, FATE OR SOME

UNKNOWN REASON,

TODAY IS THURSDAY, THE SECOND DAY AFTER
THE GAME HAS BEEN SCORED. BESIDES, ON

RETURN DAY IT IS TR}\DiTIONAL TO PUT ASIDE

PARTISAN POLITIES. IT IS A DAY MEN AND WOMEN

OF ALL POLITICAL PERSUASIONS HAVE COME TOGETHER
HERE IN THE COUNTY SEAT WITH THE RESOLVE TO
WORK AS CITIZEN PARTNERS FOR A FAIR AND

HONEST ’SOL‘UTI‘ON TO OUR GRAVE NATIONAL AND
STATE PROBLEMS. JUST REMEMBER THAT NO
POLITICAL PARTY OR CANDIDATE -- WHETHER HE
WINS, LOSES, OR COMES OUT A DRAW -- HAS A
CORNER ON IGNORANCE, TALENT OR LEADERSHIP.

SO THERE IS A NEED, A PLACE, AND A JOB FOR ALL

OF US@)
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THEN, TOO, THE POLITICAL YOUNGSTERS
HAVE FOR THE FIRST TIME EXERCISED THEIR
'FRANCHISE, AND INDEED THE LEVERS (STRINGS)
THEY PULLED BEHIND THE POLLING PLACE CURTAINS
HAVE INFLUENCED NOT ONLY THIS ELECTION, BUT
THE "WAY OF POLITICS " IN CHOOSING AND
ELECTING CANDIDATES IN THIS COUNTRY FOR'
GENERATIONS TO COME. THERE IS A DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN THESE "YOUNG POLITICAL SOOTHSAYERS”
AND THOSE OF US OF GREATER MATURITY, AND
IT LIES MAINLY IN THE FACT THAT FOR THE
MOST PART WE QUESTIONED NOTHING, OUR SONS

AND DAUGHTERS QUESTION BVERYTHING., WE

WERE BELIEVERS, THEY ARE SKEPTICS., JUST REFLECT
A MOMENT. WE ARE MORE COMFORTABLE. IT'IS
ALWAYS EASIER TO ACCEPT. IT IS MUCH MORE
DIFFICULT TO QUESTIONQ THEY ARE NOT BOUND

TO THE PAST, AS WE SEEM TO BE, THEY ARE MORE

FREE. BUT I HONESTLY DO NOT KNOW WHICH 1S



RETURN DAY -- 12

THE WISER, [ DO KNOW WHICH IS ﬁASIER, AND
WHEN YOU ARE CONFRONTED WITH MAKING A
DECISION, YOU JUST AUTOMATICALLY WEIGH

THE ODDS TODAY AGAINST USEFUL CHANCE AND
YOUR CHANCE OF INFLUENCING IT. IN SHORT,
THE SENIOR INFLUENCERS CRY FOR "YOUNG
BLOOD” BUT MOST OF US WOULD FEEL MUCH MORE

COMFORTABLE IF IT WERE CIRCULATING THROUGH

MORE MATURE -- 7 -- BODIES. DON'T WORRY,

YOUNGSTERS, IT ISN'T.

THE 18 -YEAR-OLDS FOR THE FIRST TIME
EXERCISING THEIR FRANCHISE ON TUESDAY
DID GIVE US SOME INDICATION OF HOW THIS NEW
AMERICAN MINORITY CAN AND PERHAPS WILL
INFLUENCE POLITICS IN THE FUTURE, AND LET
ME SUGGEST IN ALL KINDNESS TO THOSE NEW
VOTERS THAT THERE WILL NEVER BE ANOTHER
TIME IN LIFE WHEN YOU KNOW ALL THE ANSWERS
AND WILL BE AS CONFIDENT THAT YOUR VOTE

WAS RIGHT,
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BUT, NO MATTER, W MUST LEAD QUT

IN OUR EFFORTS TO BRING ABOUT CHANGE.

AND WHAT ARE THE BASIC VALUES, TRAITS,
VIRTUES OR INGREDIENTS OF A LEADER? ONCE
WHEN ASKED WHAT HE REGARDED AS THE MOST

IMPCRTANT VIRTUE, WINSTON CHURCHILL REPLIED:

"COURAGE -- BECAUSE IT IS THE GUARANTOR

OF ALL OTHER VIRTUES."

BUT HOW ABOUT INTEGRITY? WITHOUT IT
WE WOULD BE BUILDING ON QUICKSAND; ANOTHER
MOST IMPORTANT INGREDIENT IS THE TALENT FOR
THOSE STRATEGIES AND PROCESSES WHICH ADD TO
THE CORE OF CITIZENS WHO BELIEVE THEY ARE

RIGHT,
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ADMITTEDLY, THESE ARE THE MINIMUM
REQUIREMENTS FOR LEADERSHIP, THEY HAVE
BEEN AND STILL ARE A5 SUSCEPTIBLE OF ABUSE
AS THEY ARE ESSENTIAL., (A LEADER IS NOT
ALWAYS RIGHT,) THE COUNTRY AND ITS
CITIZENS CAN\SUFFER FROM AN OVERDOLS OF

ANY ONE.

" FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN RESPONSIVENESS AND
ENTHUSIASM BECOME DEMOGAGY AND PLLANS

BECOME CONSFIRACY.

NEVERTHELESS, YOU HAVE AN OBLIGATION
AS A LEADER AND AN ACTIVE PARTICIPANT IN THE
AFFAIRS OF OUR STATE TO CONTINUE TO PRESS
FORWARD WITHIN THIS BROAD DEFINITION OF
LEADERSHIP AND WORK TOWARDS BUILDING A BETTER

STATE, A BETTER NATION AND A BETTER WORLD,
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SO, LET NO MAN HERE COME UP SHORT
ON THIS SCORE BY FAILING TO STAND UP, BE

COUNTED AND LEAD OUT,

IREPEAT. THE GHALLENGE WE REALLY
FACE TQDAY&N'JL:T{JEL,AWAE%‘EJ' -- TWO DAYS AFTER
ELECTION. -- IS NQ? THE QUESTION OF WHO CAN
WIN, YOU HAVE DECIDEDTHAT BUT THE
IMPORTANT THH\IG [s HOW WE GGV}";,R‘N WILL WE --
ALL OF US - WORK T@WARDS BRINGING THE
EXECUFIVE,, THE&}GEENERALASSEMBLY? AND THE
PEOPLE T%ETH?ER TO DEVELOP AN ‘ESPR.IT DE CORPS
WORT HY QF THE [DEALS AND DREAMS OF A STATE
THAT STARTED A NATION AS WE MOVE TOWARDS
| GELEBRATENG,THE zeﬁm ANNIVERSARY OF THE
DECLARATION OF KNEZ)EPENDENCE ON JULY 4, 17767
REMEMBER DELAWARE IS THE FIRST STATE.

1 DO HAVE SERIOUS DOUBTS THAT WE ARE

TQGET%EE‘.R AFTER THIS, THE MOST MODERN OF



RETURN DAY -- 16

“LE;CT EON& ,AN@' ?ROBABLY ,M()S"l DE‘\/iC:( L\A ric

AS DELAWARI:AN& WE

E ALLE,C“F}”) 51 NS OF
&QMWSSIGN AND OMISSI@N CQMMIﬁ BD DU RNG

THLE CAWAEGN SIWLY EECAUSE EACH OF US HAS

AN INBORN OR INCRAINED SENSEI 01« H@NEﬂY AND
VAL UES ANE} ﬁRE BASECALLY PRACTICIN(} HUMANISTS,
AS WELL AS QELAWARF‘ANS

) THES SYATE OF OUR S,, ATE AND ITS PEOPLE

AL@W, 1 G@N‘mm WILL RESTORE QUR MORAL
PURP(‘EES ANS AN MEGRETY @F OUR GOALS AND
THIS TRAUm WE; HA_VE ENXD{J‘RED SINCE LAST |
TE&NKSG@IVING (ANQ THAT:S WHEN IT STARTED f-! |
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LAMIT TIMES {‘}%“ : CAWAEGN' o API}}ELFCT MEMBERS
OF THE E PU‘%L or Ri* FL\EJ&L\WAT IVES, BO IH

WA@HEN(‘TO\I AND }@vl‘:;i

”"@R A 4-YEART PERM)
WILL, gm T LY m@g ?“TEDSQ THAT IN THE

E@NG R UN V? WELL EF}R{,?F?E“ T‘&”}M’ T IiB%E. %O’vibl IMES

,N

TRYING EXPERIENCES, W . MUST AS THESE TRYING.

T 'BEQ?LE@, THE
R RESPONSIBILITY

(OBLEMS OF CHANGE.,

Yﬁ?’ifﬁWiiaiy-Bé‘; YOUWHO |
"HE PURPOSE AND
; NG WE Al ENG;?QR INOUR
LIVES . i&@ﬁﬁyg g@mmm@ QE%FLKEVE‘ N, TO
RESTORE OUR FAITH AND TRUST IN THIS NQISY
?@Lwﬂm AND SHAN@N' WORLD,
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JUST RLM“EI\/?BER THAT IF WE ARE GOING
TOSAVE WE IAT IS LPE] @}* O@}R CIVIL I/’Ai ION,

WE MUST N@W RFDLSC@V?R A‘QD R‘* ESTABLISM

THOSE BASIC PRINCIPLES UP N WHICH THIS STATE
WAS FOUNDED -~ WORK, SACRIFICE, DUTY,
mu‘TH 'gmfmécg'mmRIGMEC{JSNESS LOVE AND
CHARITY -- THE TH;:NGS THAT MADE AND WILL

C@N‘NNUE ‘T O MAKE U3 FRE.L

SURELY I DO NOT NEED TO CONVINCE YOU
memﬁ"}m* WE CANNOT TAKE OUR FREEDOM
AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR GRANTED, WE MUST
WORK AT MEETING AND KEEPING THEM, AND THE

TIME IS NOW. IT HAS GOT TOBE YOU, SO LET US

RETURN HOME FROM THIS RETURN TODAY WITH THE

RESOLVE NOT TOBE A "COP- OUT" BUT A RESPONSIBLE,

RESPONSIVE LEADER IN YOUR COMMUNITY AND STATE,

THANKS.

By: George M., Worrilow

Assistant to the Chairman for Community Affairs

Farmers Bank of the State of Delaware, and

Vice President for University Relations Emeritus

University of Delaware,
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