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CHAPTER IX.

FROM 1629 TO 1633.

Delaware a part of the Dutch Colony of New Netherlands—Charter
of the Assembly of XIX to settle New Netherlands—Features of
the Charter Grant to Herr Samuel Godyn of lands in.South (Dela-
ware) River—First Land Grant in Delaware—Sale of land by
the Indians, to Godyn and Blommaert—First deed in Delaware—
Godyn and Blommaert form a partnership to settle this State—
Peterson De Vries—Sailing of a Colony from Holland for Dela-
ware under De Vries—They settle at Hoornkill (Lewistown)—
They build Fort Oplandt—-Name the place Swanendale—De Vries
leaves for Holland—Delaware Bay called Godyn’s Bay—Massa-
cre of the Settlers by the Indiaps—Arrival of De Vries in the
Delaware—Interview with the Indians—Their account of the
Massacre—Asserted relinquishment of the Delaware by the Eng-
lish to the Swedish Ambassador—Governor Minuit recalled to
Holland—Grant to Lord Baltimore—His death—Death of Gus-

tavus Adolphus, through whose influence Delawaro was first
settled,

For the purpose of promoting the settle- [1629]
ment of what the Dutch called New Nether-

lands, then consisting (according to the Dutch claim)

of the present State of Delaware, New Jersey, New

York and part of Connecticut ; the Assembly of XIX,

. on the 7th of June, granted a charter of “ Freedoms

dnd Exemptions, to all such as shall plant colonies in
Now Netherlands.” This gave the privilege to mem-

ihﬁl‘s of the company to send to New Netherlands in
;ﬂ_?e company’s ships, on certain terms, three or four
PEISODNS to view the country, for the purpose of select-
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ing lands. Those, who after four years notice to the
company, planted a colony of fifty soals, over fifteen
years of age, were to be entitled to the diguity of
being made patroons. They were allowed to have
the privilege of selecting lands for four Dutch miles
(about sixteen English) along the shore on one side
of any navigable river, and as far into the interior of
the country as their situation would permit. If they
selected their lands on both sides of a navigable river,
they had only two Dutch or eight English miles in
length. The company reserved the right to the land
between the limits of the colonies to themselves,
ander the general rule, that no person should be
allowed to come_ within thirty-two English miles of
them without their consent. The jurisdiction of the
river was reserved to the States General or Company.
The patroons were to enjoy and possess OVer the
lands within their limits, fruits, rights, minerals,
rivers, and fountains; have “chief command and
Jower jurisdiction,” fishing, fowling, and grinding, ex-
clusively. They had also the privilege of found-
ing cities, appointing officers and magistrates, be-
sides other powers and privileges.! It was, in
fact, transplanting the feudal system of Europe fo
the shores of America. Under this grant, ¢ The Herr
Samuel Godyn (2 merchant of Amsterdam), and
Samuel Blommaert, on the 19th of June, obtained
a grant of land on the west side of South River Bay,
extending from OCape Henlopen inland thirty-two
miles, and two miles :n breadth. They had pre-

1 O’Callighan, N. Y. Documents.
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viously sent persons to examine it, and purchased it
from the Indians. This was the first grant of land
made to any European in the State of Delaware, or
on the banks of'the river and bay of that name. An
Indian village then stood somewhere in the neighbor-
hood of Lewistown, possibly on the ground on which
that town now stands. Moulton speaking of this pur-
chase says, “One of three ships sent over by the de-
partment of the West India Company, this year (1629),
visited the Indian village on the Southwest corner of
Newport, May, or Delaware Bay, and that the pur-
chase was then. made from Cape Hindlop to the mouth
of the river.” What river we are left to infer. But
as in the deed (in Moulton) speaks of the exteént of
the grant being eight large miles, and as the Dutch
mile measures in length that of four English miles,
therefore the extent of the Indian grant to the Dutch
would be thirty-two English miles along the coast of
our State from Cape Henlopen northwards.

The river alluded to therefore, must either be
Jones’ or Murderkill Creeks, or Mahon River. It is
more than probable the latter. For as the Dutch
(judging from the usual course of the dealings of
the white man with the Indian) would be more apt
t0 over than under measure their purchase, we may
safely judge that the Mahon, which is over thirty-
eight English miles as the crow flies, from Cape Hen-

lopen, would be more likely to be the one alluded to, -

?Pan the Jones or Murderkill, which are hardly twenty-
SIX miles,

This grant therefore, comprised nearly the whole
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out guile, and deceit. Inwitness this confirmed with
our usual signatures, and with our seal dependant
therefrom. Done at the aforesaid Island, Manhattan,
this 15th July, xvi. and thirty.!

Prrer MINvIT, Director,

Tacon ErperrsoN WISSINK,

JaN JaNsEN DROUWER,

Sppon Diroksen Poo,

ReyNER HARMENSEAR,

Jax Lawes, Sheriff”

Tt would be impossible at this day, to find out the
grant by these landmarks, which the deed says,
« through whick by thes: limits can clearly enough be
distinguished.”  The valley does nob now (if it ever
did) exist in Kent county. If the changes in the
country by the encroachments of the bay has not de-
stroyed the hills, the Jandmarks the deed alludes to,
must have been in New Castle county. The term
marsh is very indefinite, as with but few intervals of
fast Jand (such as at Kett's Hammock, in Dover hun-
dred, Bower’s Beach, in South Murderkill hundred,
Kent county, and Thorn Point, in Cedar Creek hun-
dred, Sussex county), the whole bay coast between
Mahon River and Lewistown, is marsh.

1 A photographed copy of the original of this deed, was presented to
the Historical Society of Delaware, by General Meredith Reed. 'This
is the first time it was ever published. Mhis deed, as given by Moul
ton, is published in Hazard’s Annals, page 23. The name, how:ver,
of Blommaert, is not inserted in that deed. There are no gignatures
to it, and the name of the Indian grantors are given as Queskakous
Esanques, and Sickonesgris.
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g deep ereek; abounding with oysters, which he named
Hoornkill or Toorkill, probably after Hoorn, the
place of his residence in Holland, and kill, the Dutch
name for creek. Tn other words, Hoorn COreek, after-
wards called Whorekillt Tt is the present Lewes

Creek in Sussex county. Here he erected a house,
and surrounded it with palisades instead of parapets
purpose of both

and breastworks, which served the
trade and defence. e named it Fort Oplandt. The
weather was fine, and no inconvenience Was suf-
fered from it. From the number of swans which he
had seen, he named the place Swanendale, or «Valley
of Swans.” De Vries sailed some time in the course of
the year for Tolland, leaving the colony in command
of Gillis Hossett, the commissary of the expedition.
Tither before or after the departure of De Vries; &
purchase Was made by Gillis Hossett from the Indians,
for Gtodyn and Blommaert, for a tract of land, on the
east side of Delaware Bay, or Cape May, in the
present State of New dJersey. Both sides of the
vs have said the en from the pad.
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river were now named Swan
was made S anendale. The pur
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more. They then




132 [ISTORY OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE.

left, but the friends of the murdered man resolved to
be revenged. They attacked the Dutch when they
were working in the field, leaving bub & single sick
man in the house, and a large bull dog, which was
chained out of doors. The man who had command
of the house stood near the door. 'Three of the
holdest Indians who were to perpetrate the deed,
came and offered him a parcel of peavers to barter,
and contrived to enter the house. He went in with
them to transact the business; that being done, he
went to the garret where the atores were. Coming
down, one of the Indians cleaved his head with an
axe, so that he dropped dead on the floor. They
then murdered the gick man, and then went to the
dog, which they feared most, and shot at least twenty-
five arrows ab him, before they killed him. They
then went in & treacherous manner to the people in
the field, approaching them with the appearance of
friendship, and murdered one after another. Thus,”
says De Vries, terminated our @irst colony, to our
great Joss”t Thus also perished the first white i~
habitants of the State of Delaware.

De Vries by some means had heard of the 5
[1632] gestruction of his colony before he left the =
Texel, which Was in the latter part of the yeat:
The news had more than probable been carried by the
Walrus (which appears to have been an appendage to
the colony for the purpose of whale fishing) OF some:
other vessel, to New Amsterdam, and from there 0
Holland. Long pefore he saw the Jand, he kneW he

1 De Vries, N. Y. His. Soc. Coll,, vol. 1, N. Sy P 52
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was near the coast, “by the odor of the under-
wood, which at this time of the year is burned by
the Indians, in order to be less hindered in their
hunting.” On the third of December he saw the
entrance of the bay, on the 5th sailed within the cape,
having a whale near the vessel, and on the 6th ran
2 | with the boat up the Hoornkill, having first put them-
selves in a proper state of defence in case of a hostile
attack from the Indians. They found their dwelling
house and store had heen burnt to the ground, and
their fortification utterly destroyed. The ground was
bestrewed with the heads and bones of the murdered
men, but he saw no Indians. Supposing that they
might be attracted by the sound of a gun, he went on
board the vessel and ordered the guns to be fired.
On the 7th the Indians appeared near the destroyed
house ; afraid to approach, they wished the people
from the vessel to come on shore, which De Vries
resolved to do next day, in the yacht, that he might
“have a shelter from their arrows.” Accordingly he
went in the yacht up the creek to the house. The
Indians were on the shore, but at first they would
not go on board; at last, however, one entered the
vessel. De Vries gave him a cloth dress, and told
him he desired to make peace with them. Others
then went on board, expecting also a dress, but he
8ave them only trinkets, adding that the dress was
@iven to the first as a reward for his confidence in
Venturing to enter the hoat. They were desired to
Ol on hoard with their chief, called Sakimas, for
the purpose of making a satisfactory peace. One
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Tndian, however remained on board all night in the
yacht, and from him De Vries, upon inquiry, received
the account which has already been given of the
murder of the colonists. On the 9th the Indians,
with their chief, came. They sat down in a circle,
and concluded peace. Presents were made them
of duffels, bullets, axes, and Nuremberg trinkets,
with which being well pleased, and with promises of
veciprocal henefits, they departed joyfully, no ven-
geance having been taken for the previous cruelties.
De Vries now made preparations for the fishery, and
for hoiling oil, by forming a lodging place of some
hoards.

About this time it is said that upon the application
of John Oxensteirn, the Swedish Ambassador, King
Charles 1. relinquished to the Swedes all claims to
to this part of the country by reason of discovery.
There 18 NnO documentary evidence to support this
agreement. Acrelius refers to this circumstance,

put places it at & Jater period.’

During this year Director Minuit, who afterwards
commenced the settlement at Fort Christina, and was
the first governor of Delaware after its permaneufﬁ”
settlement, (or by any portion of the ancestors of the.
present people of this State,) was recalled to Hollands
He embarked from New Amsterdam in the spring:

On the 20th of June, 0. 8., Cecilius, Lord Baltimore
received the grant for the present State of Marylands
His intention was o settle in Virginid, put being®
(atholic, and finding himself ancomfortable on accouié

1 JTazard's Annuls.
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England ends; and all that tract of Jand between the
bounds aforesaid, i. e. passing from the aforesaid
bay, called Delaware Bay, in & right line by the
degrees aforesaid promontory, OF place called Wat-
king' Point.”

Thig grant was a consequence of many disputes,
both with the Duteb, the Duke of York, and Penn.
Under it Baltimore claimed possession of Delaware.
This matter will be found treated of more at length
in another portion of this history. ,

Gustavus Adolphus lost his life at the battle of
TLutzen, the 16th of October. A short time before
his death, whilst at Nuremberg, he drew up & scheme
of a company, which was ready for his signature, bub
which was prevented by his death. 1t was however
the next year submitted to the people by his chan-
cellor, Oxensterrn. It was in a great degree to the
exertion of this renowned prince that Delaware owed
her first permanent settlement.'

1 Statement of Penn’s cases, by Murray. Reg. Penn, vol. 2, p. 204
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CHAPTER X,
FROM 1633 TO 1637.

De Vries sails up the Delaware to Fort Nassau—IHe is warned
by an Indian woman of treachery—Massacre of English Loat's
erew—Indians warned to go on shore—They make peace with
De Vries—De Vries sails for Virginin—Is informed the English
elaim South River—Is told the murdered hoat's erew belonged
to Virginio—De Vries returns to South River—Bad success of
whale fishing—He returns to Europe—War between the Timber

Creek Indians and the Minquas—Publication of the Charter of

the Swedish West India Company by Chancellor Oxensteirn—

Grant to Sir Edward Plowden by Charles I.—Sale of the colony

of Swanendale to the Dutch West India Company.

‘Dr Vries, whom we made mention in the
previous chapter as having concluded a peace ML
with the Indians, remained some time in the neigh-
borhood of Lewes Creek, during which interval it is
supposed he engaged in whale fishing, proceeded in
his yacht up the Delaware, to procure beans from the
Indians. At the mouth of the river he saw a whale.
When opposite Fort Nassau, he found a few Indians
disposed to barter some furs, but wanting ounly Indian
oorn, and having disposed of most of his articles at
8 anendale, he had none to trade for furs. The
Adians advised him to proceed to Timmerkill (now
Eﬁiber Creek). But he was prevented by the kind
Wterference of an Indian woman, to whom he had
BWeL 2 cloth dress to induce her to communicate






