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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAI. (U known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The town of Bethel is situated in a primarily agricultural section of 
Sussex Coimty. It stands on the northern bank of Broad Creek, which served as 
a stimulus for the town's financial success. Incorporated within the town's limits, 
primarily along tiie main street, are a number of significant domestic structures.

Several of these clapboard houses were erected by mariners during 
Bethel's prosperous shipbuilding years. They are characterized by the same 
meticulous construction techniques that were employed by the village's skilled 
ship carpenters in their sailing vessels. Four houses can be cited as typical 
examples of the town's vernacular architecture.

The Ship-Carpenter Houses (S-198), fronting Bethel's Main Street,
were erected before 1868 on adjoining lots by two sea captains, John Quillen and 
John Owens. Each house consists of a low, one-story-and-attic section with an 
adjoining rear wirg and a taller story-and-a-half addition. The facades are comfie 
mented by simple bow cornices and contemporary pedimented dormers. The interic 
of these two dwellings exhibit the quality of workmanship that was characteristic of 
Lewisville's skilled craftsmen.

-The paneled interior end walls contain fireplaces with finely construct 
ed mantels and a steep, winding, enclosed stairway. Wide floor boards and beaded 
joists co:^i^e|nei^^e paneling. Each residence is enclosed by a narrow picket 
fence.

The Moore House (S-265), located at the comer of Main and Vine Sts. 
was erected by Captain Thomas Moore about 1868. This dwelling, like several 
other village structures, was designed as a sEbi?jr-and-attic dwelling with a two- 
and-a-half-story addition. The Moore House features a Victorian cross-gable 
adorned with gingerbread trim. Adjoining this is a one-story kitchen wing with 
rear additions. The facade features a double entrance and louvered shutters.

As Lewisville's prosperity increased, variations in its vemactilar 
architectural style emerged. Two Il^ianate cottages were erected in the village 
during the I870's. The "4 R's Farm" (S-271), which best exemplifies the style, 
stands on^Vine Street. The facade of this square, three-bay, two-story clapboard 

dwelling featureSva modillion comice, louvered shutters and an entrance portico.
'''

The Vicoroimi era was represented in Lewisville by large nineteenth 
centuiy houses witlTspaclotis verandas, gingerbread trim, and ornate cut-shingle 
sheathing. ^

The interiors of many Bethel residences have been extensively altered 
The preservation of their original exteriors has, however, provided visual evidencfe 
of this small community's conception of nineteenth century American folk architecture 
as first inspired by a rugged seafaring life and later by agricultural pursuits.
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The area nominated is congruent with the incorporated town limits, as delineate 
in the 1968 Delaware Department of Highway and Transportation map of Bethel, as 
revised in 1972. The village is bounded on the south by Broad Creek, and on the 
other sides by lines.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Bethel is a small, well-preserved shipbiiilding and trading community of the 

nineteentii century. Wooden sailing vessels were constructed by Bethel’s skilled 
ship carpenters until early in this century. The most significant class of Bethel 
craft were the Chesapeake sailii^ rams, which originated from this Broad Creek 
port.

The town of Bethel was formerly known as both Lewis’ Wharf and Lewisville. 
The site Wadf originally part of five himdred acres granted by the province of Mary­
land to James Caldwell in 1728. Settlement of this area was inhibited by the con­
tinuous boundary disputes between Maiyland and the Penn family.

In 1795, Kendal Major Lewis, the founder of Bethel, acqtdred much of James 
Caldwell’s original grant as well as a smaller tract on Broad Creek, known as 
Mitchell’s Harbor. Here he established a landing that grew to become a prosperous 
trading center. In the 1840’s, Lewis’ Wharf developed into a thriving community 
known as LewisviUe.

Within the next twenty years, Lewisville was to become an important shipbuild­
ing center. The extensive forests along the Nanticoke provided abundant supplies of 
virgin pine, oak and cypress.

In 1869, Jonathan Moore of Lewisville established the most important marine 
railway on the peninsula south of Wilmington. John M. C. Moore, superintendent 
of Lewisville’s Marine Railway Company, originated the well-known Chesapeake 
saUii^ ram. This class of sailii^ vessel was designed as an economical, flat- 
bottom, three masted schooner; its operation reqtiired only a small crew. Rams 
were used for coastal freight primarily on the Chesapeake Bay.

Between 1871 and 1918, as many as thiry rams were built in Lewisville ship­
yards. ^

In 1880, when the village applied for a post office, its name was changed to 
Bethel, since another Lewisville, Delaware, post office already existed.
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Several of Lewisville's leaders served the state as members of its legis­
lature, including Kendal Major Lewis who was four times elected as a state 
representative and twice as a state senator between 1827 and 1834; John M. C. 
Moore who served as a state representative in 1894 and 1896; and William T. 
Moore who was also a state senator.

The town of Bethel has grown very little since the commercial shipyards 
closed in 1918. Although the shipyards and the drawbridge no longer exist, the 
town retains a large number of houses that were built during Lewisville's sea­
faring days.
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The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your 
office for clarification of the information indicated below.

1. Name.

2. Location.
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3. Classification.

4. Owner of Property.

5., Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys.
7. Description. P/^^SC,

A.On\

8. Statement of Significance.

9. Bibliography. ________________________________________________
• . a ^

_10. Geographical Data.
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tc be off bv about . Please check.
b. Acreage.

,11. Form Prepared By. 

12. Certification.

Photographic Coverage.
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ncgtec
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Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register 
criteria in full.

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked.
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STATE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
Hall of Records 

Dover, Delaware 19901 
19 November 1974

DR. RONALD M. FINCH 
DIRECTOR

Mr. Charles A. Herrington 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington^ D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Herrington;

I return herewith the nomination for Bethel, with comments on the points 
raised in your communication of November 14.

7. Description
There are no modern commercial structures in the town. One older store, in a 
frame building, is closed. The post office and the surviving store are in 
older buildings. The entire wharf area, where the shipyards were located, is 
included in the historic district. Because of dredging and construction of the new 
bridge, archaeological potential is doubtful. The bridge may be caUed an intrusion.

8. Significance
I believe that the nomination adequately discusses the significance of Bethel as the 
home of the Chesapeake sailing rams, and as a major trading center for the area 
during the nineteenth century. Its architectural significance is apparent in the fact 
that the nineteenth-century dwellings have survived virtually intact. In the 
description, we discussed the ship carpenter houses and several others from Bethel's 
shipbuilding days.

10. Geographical Data
You questioned the acreage. We used the acreage supplied by official sources, 
which is 55.

Photographic Coverage
The enclosed seven photographs include all the buildings discussed in the nomination , 
as well as their adjacent neighbors. I believe that every street in town is covered. 
Since Bethel is a dispersed community, it would be impossible to improve on this 
coverage without photographing every house. In your guidelines you ask for only a 
few general streetscapes

'•/I

Map Coverage
Nothing in the district was omitted from the map.
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Mr. Herrington Page 2 November 19, 1974

Other
There is no need for a hand-drawn map, since all the btdldings in town 
appear on the USGS map.

I hope that these comments will help you to pass the nomination; we feel that 
Bethel is one of the most important historic districts in Delaware, since it is 
unique in many respects. The architecture of the two shipcarpenter houses 
is particularly well known among architectural historians.

Yours sincerely,

Ronald M. Finch
Historic Preservation Officer
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