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American Holly

and the
olly Industry

The American holly (ilex opaca) has ots in 1

1939, the Senate and House of Repre es of t ill
adopting the American holly as the State  ee. Th as
the Christmas holly and was high after during the Christmas holidays. Using
holly as a Christmas decoration d to early European cultures, and in colonial

times it was used for tools, toys, inlay, and musical instruments. It is still used for many
of these items, plus sporting goods and so ne scientific instruments.

In Delaware around the 1890s, an entrepreneur, William Buel of Farmington
and later, Milford, sent 500 cases of holly to Chicago. John T, Watson of Georgetown,
Buell’s assistant and a merchant, is credited with making the first official holly wreath
in Delaware. Thereafter, many others realized they had cheap and plentiful Christmas
decorations in their backyards, and thus the holly industry was created. The height of
the industry was in the 1930s and early 1940s with Delaware recognized as a leading

producer of holly wreaths Milton, Bridgeville, Georgetown Millsboro, and
were all booming holly towns. It was estimated, from a 934 report, that

8,500 people were employed by the holly industry in some way. In the heyday of

the Pennsylvania Railroad scheduled a special train “The Hol y Express,”
up the packaged holly products loading from Delmar to Wilmington.

It was speculated that plastics were the reason for the industry s decline Cheaper
abundant wreaths could be manufactured with plastic holly substitutes from
Kong. In addition, WW 11 pulled many families into the war effort, shipments

more critical, resources were used by the war effort, and plastic wreaths
on the market.
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Holly wreath factory at Milford — 1960
Pelaware Public Archives, PDelaware Development Office,
Folder #36, Photo #1844, WUI 5005

PaCkin
g hOHSe of Jo
Shown in thi nes, the Holly Wre
I in th ath Man of Mi
gu n:“;)ge boxwood wre;sﬂll)hOto are large and small h(:)]lM'ltO"’ Delaware
gl’Oun?jus and artificial b;::-? all ground pine wreath w)i’t:::athsl,i
pine and artific; es, red paper ) rawflowers
. fi . wreath ) »
Boy in picture i; ‘?‘l’illll _berrles, laurel roping a:::h loblolly pine cones,
Photo tak iam, the son of Charles G %round pine roping.
en by William Taber — 12/i9§;es, at age 6.

Delaws
re Publi i
¢ Archives, State Forestry Collecti
ction, WUI 54

52
53



Bob T_] aden

54

-

Beneath the Canopy

o P .
A ‘; 4*-'&,\_,1 s /—{L:’«, i A";ﬁ_"/“‘”\_‘

IA, TUESDAY, “‘}‘ZCEMBER 10, 193

cer at Christmas Time Is

|

=

dringing in the Wreaths—Granville Hastings mses horse and by
lelivery to pget the decorations inio town  The hoilv ians i Volaw (e
moproiected and Juws have hbec passed onking o

a i offe
atting Lhe trees oathont vetiniss won ar thy

s fu
L

Granville Hastings uses horse and buggy to deliver holly wreaths for
Jones, the Holly Wreath Man of Milton — 12/10/1935,

Delaware Public Archives, General Collection, Box 3,
Folder 20, Photo #445, WUI 5006
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Charles Jones with his road sign at Redden — 1930s
Delaware Public Archives, State Forestry Collection.
fOLLY CROP BRINGS
THOUSANDS DOLLARS
TO LOWER DELAWARE
By OSCAR S, WIL’S(;N
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1 oo ool Permers wented
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Every Evening- s with
Pelaware Public berries and the leaves had to be

green and free from holes caused
by insects.

The branches or twigs were
tightly packed in the cases in the
forests and then hauled to the
shipping points where inspectors
opened them and removed all bran
_ches which were the high-
| est quality. The or culled
holly branches at that time were

out from Georgefown which was
the center of the Industry in those

Pubii Sussex - 12/2/1943.
ublic Archives, St try Collection, News Article #5990
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