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ably St. Matthew's, Cedar Creek. Of the second place I am not so
sure. Scharf thinks it was Prince George’s, Dagsboro, but the fact
that this parish was in Maryland at the time rather casts some doubt
on this. Ross merely said that it was a small frame building sixteen
miles from Lewes. During the week he spent in Sussex he baptised
102 children and adults. The next April he went back to Lewes where
he says he opened a new church. The minutes of the Society for Feb-
ruary 15, 1722, record that two churches were built and men were
appointed to read prayers.” William Becket also recorded that the
Rev. Mr. Adams came over ninety miles from Maryland more than
once to hold services in Lewes and the other churches.!®

THE FRUITFUL MINISTRY OF WILLIAM BECKET

It is to the Rev. William Becket, A. M. that the Sussex Mission

Lewes with the usual grant for books and an annual salary of £60.
Three years later he could report that his work was so successful that

his es’ had subscribed sufficient sums for the support of
the his family, and that he could lay aside the Society's
allo

By to ce of
the Rev to per-
mission er k he
had set out to do, in 1726 that St. John the Baptist church

had been built “‘in .

At this time the heirs of Penn and Lord Baltimore were disputing
about the ownership of Delaware, and Becket made one of the most
ingenious suggestions as to the settlement of the dispute. Since many

Y Minules of the 8. P. G.
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people were of the opinion that the land belonged to nei.ther.of the
contesting parties but to the king, he suggested that the king give the
land in question to the Venerable Society as an endowment for the
establishment of the episcopate, even if only a suffragan to the bishop
of London. Needless to say, the suggestion came to nothing, but it
shows how Becket’s mind was working. To him Episcopacy witho.ut
the episcopate was indeed a very emasculated form of Churchms_mshlp.).

In October of 1728 he described the churches comprising his

parish:

“'The dimensions of the Church at Lewes is as follows, viz.
40 feet in length 24 broad, the height of the wall between the plate
and the sill is 15 feet. The frame is of Wood the Roof is covered
with Cypress Shingles and the wall with Boards of the same wood.
The inside of the Church is not yet finished, only the floor is laid,
and the walls wainscotted with Cypress plank as high as the tops

i 12 ween the
viz. ‘
i:i)ll‘;t Its of ty in the
fore x and the
the length of it feet the h 20 and the
12 feet. The w roof were d with red‘ Qak
and thus remain e year 172 a new addition

of 15 feet was made to it; the older part of this building has a

2BThe construction of this church and the care it had had, mgmy‘be judged from
the fact that 46 years later, 1774, the Rev. Samuel Lyon calls it “an old ruinous
church,”
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The Contributors were about 66 in number to raise the first sum.

—>

shingles, the floor has been

Table pews, were
of the not yet fin
T ions are as

scription has for as much as [
any account of the Contribut

shortly to enlarge it. The

Wm. Black, now of Accomac
ure t
years, untill the year 1721 when the
here . . .”

The missionaries in Delaware were all under the supervision of
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and while this required
no more than quarterly reports to the Society concerning their activi-
ties and semi-annual meetings of the clergy, this was more supervision
than many of them were able to bear gracefully. The additional sti-
pends of the Maryland and Virginia establishments were enticing, and
Becket was no exception. In 1732 he made an attempt to be nomi-
nated for a Maryland parish.® This venture failed, but had beneficial
results. The parish subscribed to buy him a farm along Indian River

well to n »
18 & mis
galleries

%He also asked and received for a three months’ visit to England,
but did not take advantage of the . See Perry, V, 59, -
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Bay in Indian River Hundred. Writing to the S. P. G. on April 15,
1732, for the assistance of the Society in the purchase of the farm he

said:

26Turner, op. cit. p. 195.



