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place for them to live in a slave-free economy. Some Peninsula
Methodists who weren’t poor but had manumitted their slaves also
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Growth/Stagnation, 1764-1800

The out-migration to the West seemed to drain the Peninsula
of religious vitality as well as population. Delmarva Methodists,
numbering 4,604 in 1784, more than doubled to 9,911 by 1792. But
then, after maintaining that level for a few years, the number
declined. By 1800, there were 8,705 Methodists on the Peninsula,
almost double the 1784 figure but 1,206 less than the high point
reached in 1792.

In 1784, almost one out of three American Methodists lived
on Delmarva. Over the next sixteen years, the national Methodist
total quadrupled, while on the Peninsula, Methodists did not quite
double their number. As a result, by 1800 only 13 percent of the
nation’s Methodists lived on Delmarva.”

Methodist momentum, built up over the war years, explains
the upward membership surge into the early 1790s. The newly
established Protestant Episcopal Church, despite its claim to be
successor to the Anglican Church, lacked both the manpower and
the appeal to bring large numbers of nominal Anglicans back into
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created considerable friction among the trustees and particular con-
sternation among those who submitted the unpaid bills."’

Poor Whites

The Methodist message in both England and America was
particularly aimed at the downtrodden, the impoverished, and the
un Me offered the “lower sort” the same possi-
bil tby sian mobs during the French Revolution—
liberty, equality, and fraternity—but in a religious rather than a

context. Unders poor whites were stirred by the
der’s message of his world as well as for the world
to come.

To be poor—that is, to be a tenant farmer, laborer, or owner
of only a few acres—left ularly receptive to “true religion.”
Francis Asbury shared with evangelists of many faiths.
Wealth, by contrast, sometimes caused men to “forget that they
are Methodists.” On a nostalgic trip through the Peninsula in 1810,
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Methodists who were of the “better,” the “middling,” and the “lower
sort.” There is considerable evidence, however, that sizeable num-
bers of Delmarva Methodists were found in all three socioeconomic
classes. There is no doubt that poor whites represented a very
significant percentage of the Methodist total. On the Eastern Shore
of Virginia in 1789, a concerned Francis Asbury lamented the dif-
ficulty Methodism had in raising money. “We have the poor but
they have no money, and the worldly wicked rich, we do not choose
to ask.” Indeed, Methodism on the Peninsula, as elsewhere, attracted
large numbers of whites who “have no money.”'®
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[Ohio], where the means of . . . advancing in the world, were within

the reach of the inhabitants.”
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Frenchmen be addressed with the common prefix “citizen” than
were Methodists who cheerfully called each other “brother” and
“sister.” Although most local lay leadership positions on the Pen-
insula may have been filled by the “middling and better sort,” this
the heady fee uced when a poor
lled “brother” Ithy and esteemed

White Women

L ory,
Metho lay
positio tev

to vote for local church and were segregated from men at
religious services. Parad , the same white women who had
so little overt power probably represented, according to fragemen-
tary sources, a clear majority of Peninsula Methodism’s white
membership.

There is evidence that in some regions of the United States,
a few women may have been exhorters—lay speakers who encour-
aged the congregation to heed the sermon just delivered—but there
1s no evidence of this on the Peninsula. Perhaps the closest was
Mary White, wife of Judge Thomas White, who on occasion led
class meetings and religious exercises, and probably would have
preached had Francis Asbury been more encouraging.

Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church, Wilmington, gives an
example of the sexual segregation that characterized Peninsula

that Asbury’s husbands and wives were allowed to enter the sanc-
tuary by the same door, and not until 1845 that they could sit



