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organized and
provinces
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responsibl

otherwise

from going to pieces.

ticipated in the union by their delegatio

in the States General, they Were loath to 8
deral assembly, the

their sovereignty t
i had been counteracted
of the

inherent weaknesses
through the years by the wealth and power
vastly superio of Holland, O by the
i influences of the successive princes of
Orange. Ihe delegates to the States Genera
simply mouthpieces © i
represented. The provin
representative of the city corpor
towns, which were close,
aristocracies with assume
that transcended any higher loyalties.
party, representing eligarchical, states-rights
principles stood in constant opposition to the
Orange party, representing monarchical and federalist
principles; and in 1651 it emerged triumphant to
e decentralist government that existed

¥
establish th
when Plockhoy was active.

He had from the beginning of his negotiations with
the city of Amsterdam twenty-= i (fami-
lies) who wished to par ici in his project an
who formed the basis I1or the negotiations.
identity
1ished but i
Mennonites of Galenus Ab
Amsterdam, who would have been most
gubscribe to the intellectual

philosophy of the proposed
several overtures to the magistra

this gr
tract of 1
in loan to each family. The Amste

oup petitioned the city ©
and on the South River and 200 guilders
rdam Council record
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follows:

Resolution of the Common Council of the City
of Amsterdam, 20th April, 1662

The Burgon
about 25 Menn

€ to assist eac
e th guilders for e
t pa
f es severally bind
themselves
considered, :
100 gl. on s
therein incl

to us, as soon a
persons, who wil
or ships to the
reside there and
crafts, etc.,
only to live

' as
ot
their own
gistrates,
years, and a loan of 100 guilders
nted.
ge
we

11
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having 36 members, and the burgomasters, who were
elected by the council. Some of the council members
were also directors in the chamber, and the latter
were, at any rate, chosen from nomine burgo-
masters. Thus, New Amstel remained ted to
New Amsterdam in judicial matters. In applying for
a charter Plockhoy had to deal with three bodies—-the

ers, the , and rs.
five let in f to
"To the Sirs and
en . Sirs
of wncil
e C would

any framework of government for a settlement in the
colony, the Council would have to authorize a loan
of money, and the Burgomasters would complete the
contract.

The last two letters, dated May 5 and May 25
respectively, were addressed directly to the Burgo-
masters. The first begins by making mention of the
foregoing addresses, both written and oral. It
reveals that on April 22, the prospective emigrants
were advised to apply to the Burgomasters for a
charter "with assurance that our proposals a%%
requests have been well considered by their A.A."
It reiterates Plockhoy's desire for free exercise
of all handicrafts, trades, and commerce; freedom
from tenths; and liberty of religion. In short, "the

S in ts,
deb sl
g n24 enz-

ment, it was stated:
In order not to be destroyed or smothered

by imp iscip s before
really and order to
attain Ss an for the

common benefit and satisfaction of every set-
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In addition to the matter of government, another
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the proaect.
i di;f%iiigned for pany more

jginal Lon@on
e :;ag twenty;?igg
ist at least
oy desired to enlis At 1o ions
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Egﬁgggold or neighborho

n
2.203& letter above,

i f pros .
st tﬁgnfnllstment 2deas underlying
sympa

it lix.teen-page
prospectus W

as a S 2 e
’ capy O oy contr%c the Dutch poet, Kar
‘e Dureo shers; sgunet nnion Make
s 1B%§%oma{1pon the maxim
Verlo ’

e’establishment
plockhoy!

ects to hi m

ar in many resp ob Steen _a ’

comonwealt};’m sblguthe putch poet, aiing the J.n-éL
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f th
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middle © e). English
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i o
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oilgfibal characteﬁe:fwgr
necessitated by a
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ment in the New World could not rely as much on trade
with the outside world. Agriculture was to become
the predominant interest, to ensure almost complete
self-sufficiency. Land and livestockwere to be owned
in common for a period of time only, after which they
were to be divided among the members, thereby pro-
viding a greater personal initiative to work hard
at the beginning. A greater opportunity was given
to adventurers who wished not to emigrate but to
invest in the enterprise. Government for the society
became more important inasmuch as the central govern—
ment was more remote and had less jurisdiction over
them. Since the Dutch West India Company was a
slave~trading corporation and Plockhoy's ideas of
equality conflicted with the slave principle, an
innovation forbidding slavery in the society was
made., The New World further necessitated a greater
preparation for self-defense than heretofore, es-
pecially because of the threat of the Indians. Part

of the members of the society should be on guard at

all times in readiness to defend the colony. Since

the Mennonites, who formed part of the membership,

were nonresistant in principle, they were to be

exempt from protective service by paying a tax:

"Those who have conscientious objections against the

use of arms will be exempt from protective service by

paying an annual tax to that part of the society which

protects it, and whose task it is not only to appoint

officers, but also (besides the daily exercises and
drillg) to provide ammunition and other necessi-
ties,n29%

Provision was made for persons remaining at home
but who wished to participate in the profits of the
colony to invest a sum of money, for which they were
to receive "a share in the cattle that is bred, and
all other profits which will result from the common
labor during the mentioned [first five] years."?
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der New Netherland to the English naval forces. The

fort at t
month S e
the for

the only blood was shed which acchpanied the change
from Dutch to English authority.™ A later account
of the campaign contained the statement that Carr
"destr%yed the Quaking society of Plockhoy to a
naile."335

One scant piece of information remains concerning
the brief existence of the settlement. One of its
members had written to the city of Amsterdam stating
that the Indians at the Horekil "had declaregd they
never sold the Dutch any land to inhabit." 61t
seems apparent that Plockhoy encountered nothing but
difficulty and heartache at the very outset. Carr's
procedure was entirely at odds with the Duke of York's
instructions that the people:ﬁpre to be treated with
"humanity and gentleness." Had Carr been less
destructive it is probable the settlement at Swaanen-
dael would have left a greater imprint in the colonial
history of America, for the English government pro-
ceeded to pursue a liberal policy in relation to the
conquered Dutch peoples. As it is, there remains no
record of the fate of the members of the colony,
save Plockhoy himself. "History throws no light on
the
none
the 0
Holland. It is most likely they became lost in the
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in adndnistraticn.
¢ them, which we do not,
heir continued
the Delaware, as we

THE LIFE AND I

have of Plockhoy himself.
Plockhoy geemingly claimed 2 plot of ground in
ish town of Lewes (now Lewes, Delaware) s

the new En
near the origi ettlement, an
a temporary cabin himself and his wife.40 Later
itioned for legal ownership of the lot. The
court ac 9th, 1682:
Upon the peticon of Cornelis Plockhoy the
im the Towne Lott that he

according to
shall order, within one
the use of the

or Else to pay five po
publigk for Eache Lott; and Lose his Lotts

also. 1
pPlockhoy declared allegiance

on the 28th of May,

to England and became 2 citizen thereof:

John Kiphaven, Alexander Moulston,

Halmanias wiltbanck, Cornelis Verhoofe, Cornelis
i n Cornelis Plockhoy,

‘Anthony Hamen (Hancen.) Al

publiquely in opin Court golmonly promlsed

declared 1 i

to the King of England,

cessors; and fidelity to william Penn, Pro-

prietary and Covernor of the provience 0
i ries thereunto i

Pensylvanla ¢ Territo
to his heires ¥ successors;
o be Nateral—

the Covernor declared all of them t
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THE VALLEY OF SWANS

lized and as free men of this Government ag
any English men,42

Ten years later, Plockho
in Germantown where the
Perhaps having grown old and blind, he
fulfil his obligations in Lewes,
As an only resort he turned for
fellow Mennonites,
the Germantown settlement.
in vain,
was treated sympathetically:

3rd Session, 25th Day of the 11th Month, 1694/5

To the blind man, Cornelis Plockhoy, is
granted the citizenship free of charge; and is
granted permission to reside at the end of the
village on the street from Peter Clever's
corner upon a lot one rod broad and twelve
rods long whereon shall be built a house with
a garden which shall be his as long as he and
his wife are living, but upon their death the
property with all improvements shall return to
the commmity. It is further decreed that Jan
Doeden and Willem Rittenhuysen shall take a

free-will offering for him and shall have
charge of the building of the house.

9th Session, 26th Day of the lst Month

At the end of the Session, the business
brought up by Peter Clever was discussed, which
concerned Wm. Streyper, who gave an acre of
his land to Cornelis Plockhoy for as long as
he and his wife are living. Trees shall be
planted around the house; and after they have
died or have moved, the property shall be
evaluated by an impartial committee, its worth

y and his wife appeared
y became public charges,

was unable to
and lost his land,
assistance to his
who had just recently established

His petition was not
The Germantown Court records show that he

65
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Half shall go to the

determined, and sold.
and half to Wm. Streypers and the
claim the

community, _
latte£3sha11 have the right to re

land.
is dated

known reference to Plockhoy
in the will of one JoO i
5 h h of allegiance to the
English crown with Plockhoy and others (see
' had been 2 justice at the nyhorekil"
The reference, which indicates

a friend, follows:

ye and b unto Cornelius

Shillings.*4

blind man
ars of 1ife Pieter Cornelis
is death in

Ttem. I g equeath
Twenty

Pluckhoy the

After perhaps eighty Y€
pPlockhoy died among his own people.
hysica blindness and poverty is an jronical cul-
mination © life devoted to the relief of the poor
and the we The e of his 1ife, as he wrote, was
the ¢O £ Christ: WIf any among %ou would be
reatest, et him be s€ ant of all."4 What must
o read his writings is his sincerity.
nthat we transmit the

impress 1
n7or which end," he wrote,
osterity in a better condition tha&
contributed this 1little."

world unto our P
found it, T have

we first
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