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Editor’s Corner

Illustrative of the historical continuity
of friendship between this country and the
Netherlands from 17th century colonial
times to the present, and especially since
1782 when the States General recognized
American independence, are the cordial mes-
sages exchanged May 29 by President Nixon
and the Netherlands Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister following their recent visit
to the U.S. President Nixon wrote:

“Your Excellencies: As you leave the
United States, I wish to express once again
my real appreciation of the creative and
responsible role played by the Netherlands
in world affairs. It was a great pleasure to
meet with you both personally and to have
had an opportunity to discuss our many com-
mon concerns. Our countries’ destinies have
been closely interwined for several centuries
now, and I, for one, am hopeful that our
meetings of the past few days will enable
us to cooperate even more effectively in
future endeavors. With highest personal
regard for you and your great people.

RicHARD Nxon”

The State Ministers wrote:

“Mr. President: Upo: leaving the United
States, we wish to thauk you again for the
warm hospitality extended to us and our
delegation. Your gracious farewell message
touched us deeply.

“We share your feeling that our most
cordial and frank discussions on bilateral
and multilateral problems have contributed
to our mutual understanding and have fur-
ther strengthened the happy relations be-
tween our two nations. We are particularly
grateful that, thanks to your personal in-
terest, a very satisfactory agreement has
been reached on some important issues.

“Please accept our respectful and warm
regards and our best wishes for you, your
family and the people of the United States.

PiETER DE JONG
JoserH Luns”

The Waldorf luncheon of May 29 was
in all respects a notable event as well as
the first ever at which we of the Holland
Society acted as host to the chief constitu-
tional officers of our ancestral nation. The
capacity audience from the Society and
Dutch community delighted in meeting the
guests of honor, and particularly enjoyed
the admirable address by Prime Minister
de Jong, both for its substance and the
faultless English in which it was delivered.

It is also pleasant to record that as part
of the amenities incident to their visit to
this country, President Nixon tendered a
formal dinner to the Ministers at the White
House, May 27, and that they in like man-
ner entertained Vice President Agnew at
the Netherlands Embassy, May 28, with
Col. Hopper attending each occasion in

behalf of the Society.
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by Richard H. Amerman, Editor de Halve Maen.

Former Zuyder Zee port once home of de
Vries and other pioneers in America;

Townhall model for Delaware museum.

HE historic ties which link

this country with the
Netherlands are especially
evident in the case of Hoorn,
an old Zuyder Zee town
chartered in 1356.'%

Its Townhall, depicted at
right, became the model for
a like building, shown below,
erected in 1931 at Lewes,
Delaware, tp commemorate
the tercentenary of a settle-
ment founded there as Zwa-

New York Public Library ~ anendael (or Swanendael),
David rsz de s
famed rer and
er of colony r

nicipalities in North Holland, was the home of others
who pioneered in New Netherland. More than a few
descendants of those colonists are or have been active
in the Holland Society, which in 1906 presented a
Dutch flag to the “Zwaanendael Society” at Lewes.

Effectually barred from the sea in 1932 by the En-
closing Dam, which connected North Holland with
Friesland and inaugurated the great task of reclaiming
the Zuyder Zee, Hoorn, today a prosperous town of about
17,000 inhabitants, has a remarkable maritime history
reaching back far into the past. As long ago as' 1416,
men at Hoorn developed a type of drag-net which with
the herring-buss, invented at Enkhuizen, became vital
factors® in the extraordinary growth of the fishing
industry that produced’ the seafarers for an era of
Dutch maritime predominance. The period of Hol-
land’s naval ascendancy, indeed, can be dated from
1573 when the “Sea Beggars” crushingly defeated
Bossu’s Spanish fleet on the Zuyder Zee off Hoorn.

A famous seaport during the “Golden Age,” Hoorn
in common with other Dutch towns at that time, used
much of the wealth gained from commerce at home
and far-distant parts of the world to erect or to beau-
tify buildings which still survive as monuments of a
glorious history. Examples of impressive architecture
abound in Hoorn: the Townhall (of which details are
set forth later in this article), the St. Jans Gasthuis,
West-Friesland Government House (now a museum),
churches, weigh-house, gates, orphanages, and the East
India Company’s spacious warehouses built in 1606.

Closely connected with two celebrated 17th century
Dutch commercial ventures from their inception —
the East India Company (organized in 1602), and
West India Company (1621) — Hoorn also provided
administrators, ship captains and colonists in a great

Ricuarp H. AmerMAN, Editor 1941-42 and since 1958,
graduated with honors from Middlebury College and holds
the J.D. degree from New York Law School. Member of the
New York Bar, WW II veteran, and retired Army Intelligence
reserve officer, he was Bergen Branch President and Burgher
Guard Captain. He and his wife have a daughter, four sons.

[9]

Courtesy of the Municipality of Hoorn

Townhall at Hoorn, originally two buildings conjoined in
year 1429 and used for civic purposes after Reformation,
has served the municipality as its Stadhuis since 1795.

Courtesy of the Delaware State Archives

Zwaanendael Museum at Lewes, Del., a careful adaptation
of Hoorn Townhall, memorializes Dutch settlement in 1631,
to whose establishment Delaware owes existence as Siate.

age of exploration and overseas settlement. Hoorn was
the birthplace of Jan Pieterszoon Coen (1587-1629)
who founded the nation’s long-held empire in the East
Indies, and of Skipper Jan van Houten, who sailed
round the coasts of South America and gave the name
of his city to the Cape.? With Hoorn are associated
the names of Abel Janszoon Tasman (c.1602-1659)
who discovered Tasmania, and of David Pieterszen de

*Footnotes begin on Page 10.
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sufficient on-site resources with which to re-establish
the colony or a whale fishery, de Vries sailed with
his men to Manhattan in March, 1633. Not for thirty
years, when Dieter Cornelisz Plockhoy of Zerikzee
planted his Mennonite colony on the site of Zwaanen-
dael, was the area re-settled.

[10]

50
er

English

¢ Dutch
1964).



THE COXSACKIE DECLARATION OF 1775
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HOORN, NORTH HOLLAND
(Continued from Page 10)

On the front of the Townhall that faces Nieuw-

a m ng of the Seven
c s F d the Seven
a af lition of the

are noteworthy specimens of craftsmanship. Over the

"D. P. de Vries, Korte Historicael ende Journaele Aentey-
ckeninge (“Short Historical and Journal-Notes), pub.
Alkmaar, 1655. His likeness as shown on the engraved
frontispiece  reproduced on Page 9, courtesy of the Rare
Book Div., N. Y. Public Library

"Details which follow are mainly based on part of unpub.
Mss. captioned “Colonists from Hoorn,” by William J.
Hoffman, in library of New York Genealogical & Biograph-
ical Soc



