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TO the hon&rabfé‘fﬁ_é Senate and House of Representatives of the State
i Delaware-—""]"h'e‘pétitidn,'o{.&c subscribers, citizens of Sussex coun-
ty in the same state, respectfully submits the following considerations
with their prayer for the relief, which these considerations suggest.

BY the laws of the land, in all eleatins of \governor, senators and representatives, also of representative
to congress, lecy-court commissioners, sherifls and coroners, svery white free man of the uge of twenty-one
years, having resided in the state two years next before such election and within that 1ine puid a state or
county tavy which shall have been assessed six months before the election, and the sons ot persons so qualified
between the uges of twenty-one and twenty-two years, although not having puid tazes, have right to vote,

Lt is se'fevudent, that this right lo vote is uf'{ the greatest importance to those entitled to it. For in
the exercise of this right are chosen—tliose, who make the laws—those, who appoint the judges, jus-
tices and officers to administer the laws and by their acts and judgments to bind and controul the
persons and praperty of the whole community—those, who carry into effect these acts and jodg-
ments—and those, who lay the raxes. The importance of this right requires, that all those entitled to
it shonld enjoy it fully and equally according to the letter of the constitution, which declares, that
“* all elections shall be free and vqual.”’  Every voter must pay taxes to support government, There-
fore every voter ought, without inconvenience, to have a voice and consequent influence in choosing
those, wlio administer the government; that there may be assurance~——that those, who by way of sa- °
laries receive the taxes paid by the people, shalt render to the people an equivalent in their services ;
that government shall be administered for the general good ; and that in receiving benefits flowing
from government none shall have undue and unmerited advantages over others, .

But your petitioners consider, that under the present laws, owing to the circumstance that there is
but one place in this county for holding the general election, all the voters in the county do not_fully
and equally enjoy their right to vote.

George-town 1s the place, at which the general election in this county, according to the present law, -

+ must be beld. Many voters in the county live at the distance of at least thirty miles from this place,

Those voters living within six or seven miles from George-town, can without trouble, inconvenience or
expense go to the genel'al_eleclien, even although the weather be bad or they Liave no means of con-
veyance. The aged and infirm can in most cases go these distances,

But those voters living at distances from fitteen tothirty miles from George-town, cannot go to the gen«
eral election without much trouble, inconvenience and expense. Lven in good weatlier, many voters, be-
ing aged or infim or having no means of conveyance, are prevented from going to the election by the dis=
tances, at which they live from the pluce of holding it. To go these discances is a laborious, and in bad
weather a very disagreeable task to those in good health and having good means of conveyance.

The consequences are obvious. s -, : :

1. The right to vote is not ﬁtf{y emjoyed.  For many voters in the county, at every elegt.nop,_are pre-
vented from going to the election and giving their votes and thus M\qs their lawti, ——
the state, by the gistanp_‘es at whi-i:"l"nfqu live from the place afhal™ —

2, The rizht to vot: _ i : ’ e men -
T CaonwWAssnvaly  theelection without trouble, inconvenience JF Il'ﬂ‘ﬂil m-’.‘ o mmm
distances from fifteen tothirty miles from George-town incur mu eh tioubld  Pense, those voters living at
which if accurately computed would be seen to be no small tax upon me‘!t'lm?ome?'e"ce and expense,

In this particular, there is great inequality ; those voters living at remote diataLc::s %omg(it 0 the election,
periencing great disadvantages not felt by those hiving at small distances from tl:iom|. PomT R ek
exercising a most important right, which the constitution explicitly declares * s ;}g’ acew=that to, in
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The present law for holding the general election at ope place Only in the cou s!a E’fr“ - Z e
arts o'l the county td'matly other gl.ela’_;and manifst disadvantagez: nty svbjects the distang

For the distant parts of the county have not the effect of thei .
ful influence in thf elections, because many voters living in s:c'lllu;:;?:smo:“t‘:l: fctc‘:::tse g
from going to the elections by their distances from the place of holding them Yy are prevented

Many other evils, necessarily 1esulting from holding the general election at one pla Iv
county, might be mentiongzd..f These evils naturally suggest themselves, when it ig cce q,:ig- ':1] Ehe
to exercise the important right of voting at elections many voters in goin onsidered that
_plal:-e of holdin!i lh; e!ecti(:]n must m;vel forty, fifty and even sixty miles,

‘or these evils the remedy is manifest and easy. ‘If rovision were made b PO :
every voter in the county would live so near to {he pI]:ce of holding the eﬁec{i::anwizo;;if:iz?q.égzwﬁim'
he could attend and give in his vote without trouble, inconvenience or expense. In such c:tc » as that
of the county would enjoy undue advantages over other parts; every district .without r seann Jiaets
ation, would ha\;e {i“ the governnient the weight and influence of its own num,bers; and i%:rfu;rmmm-

~ of ever rt of the county would be expressed by the citizens i i i S &
- theis oznpr?eighhm'honds. ): ’ . HEIA IaReigy Sndiberating and VoS

If we deemed it necessary to cite example to prove the ex edien fabadan. . »
find examples for that purpose inall the Eeighbopring states. l)For lhceysedat?(lisggt'i?(:;ﬁ.l whe s
in the gnion, have adopted and highly approve of district-elections, = e

Your getitioners therefore pray the honourable the Senate and Ho se of i
of Delaware to provide t:Elaw for Dustrict«Elections. R R ot A e

P M" 7 / ~ And yourﬂ})ctitionera shall ever pray, &e.
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