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TO the honourable the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 

of Delaware—The.petition of the subscribers, citizens of Sussex coun- 
ty in the same state, respectfully submits the following considerations 
with their prayer for the relief, which these eonsiderations suggest. 

% : 

~~ BY the laws of the land, in all elections of governor, senators and representatives, also of representative 
zo congress, levy-court commissioners, sheriffs and coroners, every white free man of the age of twenty-one years, having resided in the state two years next before such election and within that tine patd a state or county tax, which shall have been assessed six months before the election, and the sons of persons so qualified between the ages of twenty-one and twenty-two years, although not having paid taxes, huve right to vote. 

It is se/f-ezident, that this right lo vote is of the greatest importance to those entitled to it. For in the exercise of this right are chosen—those, who make the laws= se, who appothtyhe judges, jns- 
tices-and officers to administer the laws and by their acts and judgments to bind afd. controul the persons and property of the whole community—sthose, who carry into effect these acts and judg- ments—and those, who lay the taxes. The importance of this right requires, that all those entitled to it should enjoy it fully and equally according to the-letter of the constitution, which declares, that ‘* all elections shall be free and equal.” Every voter must pay taxes to support government. There- 
fore every voter ought, without inconvenience, to have a voice and consequent influence in choosing 
those, who administer the government; that there’ may be assurance—that those, who by way of. sa- laries receive the taxes paid by the people, shall render to the people an equivalent in their services ; that government shall be administered for the general good; and that in receiving benefits flowing 
from government none shall have undue and unmerited advagtages over others, 

But your petitioners consider, that under the present laws, owing to the circumstance that there is but one place in this county for holding the general election, all the voters in the county do-not fully and equally enjoy their right to vote, * 
George-town is the place, at which the general election in this county, according to the present Jaw, must be held. Many voters in the county live at the distance of at least thitty miles from this place. 
Those voters living within six or seven miles from George-town, can without trouble, inconvenience or expense go to the general election, even although the weather be bad or they have no means of con- veyance, The aged and infirm can in most cases go these distances. i yy 
But those voters living at distances from fifteen to thirty miles from George-town, cannot go to the gen- eral election without much trouble, inconvenience and expense. Even in good weather, many voters, be« ing aged or infirm or having no means of conveyance, are prevented from going to the election by the dis tances, at which they tive from the place of holding it. To go these distances is a laborious, and ip bad weather a very disagreeable task to those in good health and having good means of conveyance, ».° 
The consequences are obvjous, te, tS : * 
1. The right to vote is not filly enjoyed. For many voters in: the county, at every election, are pre- 

vented from going to the elf ction and giving their votes and thus enjoying their lawful influence in 
the state, by the distances atj\which they live from the place of holding the election. 

2. The right to vote is nots qually enjoyed. For. while. tease voters living within six or seven miles — 
from George+town can go to’ ‘* election witout treble. outiventence OF Expense, those voters living at Lo gistances from fifteen to thirty: miles From George-townncur much troubie, inconvenience and ex pense, 
which if accurately. computed would be seen to be no smal! tax upon them, in going to the election, 
In this particular, there is great inequality ; those voters living at remote distances from George-town ex- 
petiencing great disadvantages not felt by those living at small distances from this place¢hat too, in 
exercising a most important right, which the constitution explicitly declares ‘+ shall be free and equal”? 

The present law for holding the general election at-one place only in the county subjects the distant 
parts of the county to many other great and manifest disadvantages. 

For the distant parts of the county have not the effect of their numbers and of course not their law- 
ful infiuence in the elections, because many voters living in such parts of the county are prevented 
from going to the elections by their distances from the place of holding them. 

Many other evils, necessarily resulting from holding the general election.at one place only in the 
county, might be mentioned. These evils naturally suggest themselves, when it is considered that 
to exercise the important right of yoting at elections many voters in going to and returning from the 
place of holding the election must travel forty, fifty and even sixty miles. ; 

For these evils the remedy is manifest and easy. If provision were made by law for District- Elections, 
every voter in the county would live so near to the place of holding the election in his district, as that 
he could attend and give in his vote without trouble, inconvenience or expense, In such casé, no parts 
of the county would enjoy undue advantages over other parts; every district, without regard to situ- 
ation, would have in the government the weight and influence ofits own numbers; and the full sense 
of every part of the county would be expressed by the citizens meeting, deliberating and voting in 
their own neighborhoods, seh : 

If we deemed it necessary to cite example to prove the expediency of district-elections, we could 
find examples for that purpose in all the neighboring states, For these, and most if not all the states 

i in the union, have adopted and highly approve of district-elections, 
Your petitioners therefore pray the honourable the Senate and Honse of Representatives of the State 

of Delaware to provide by law for Dustrict-Elections, 3 
4nd your petitioners shall ever pray, &e,, Lclomal Praban } atts “fF fMK 
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