
site in the rear of the colored church. As clearly shown in the pic­
ture, there is no opportunity for play and little possibility of the 
development of an adequate recreational ground. The building is 
poorly equipped, poorly lighted and unfit for school purposes. 

l'(OTE--~larsh to the left with Canal boat back of it 

DELAWARE CITY DISTRICT NO. 118 · 

(Colored) 

I. 
II. 

III. 
IV. 
V. 

Site ................. . 
Building ...... . .... . . . 
Service Systems ....... . 
Class Rooms .......... . 
Special Rooms ...... . . . 

Score 
8 

57 
57 
34 
4 

Possib'.e Score 
160 
200 
250 
225 
165 

204 1000 

This school building is a two-room, one-story, frame struc­
ture 24x48, located on a site 5~100 feet, with a marsh on one 

1-59 
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side and a canal on the other. The rear of the school building is 
30 feet from the edge of the canal along which boats are continu­
ally passing. Upon no part of the school ground at the time of the 
survey was it possible to walk without wading through water or 
mud. Two new toilet outhouses had recently been struck down in 
the mud alongside the edge of the marsh. T he score on the site of 
this building is the lowest recorded in the experience of the Survey 
Commission. 

The building itself, except for the Waterbury heater, is but 
little · better than the environment in which it is placed. There can 
be little hope for the education or Americanization of children that 
are required to secure their education under conditions such as are 
found in this building. · 

MT. PLEASANT NO. li9 

(Colored) 

Score Possible Score 

I. Site .. ................ 75 160 
II. Building .............. 89 200 

III. Service Systems ... .. ... 28 2.50 
IV. Class Rooms . . .. . ..... . 89 225 
V. Special Rooms . . . . · ..... 2 165 

283 1000 

Shelter and to a degree protection from cold, inclement weather 
is all this building has to offer the children that are supposed to 
attend it. It is disqualified and condemned on every major item 
of the score card and reference to the detail scores will further 
emphasize the educational lacks. It is of special note that this 
building has but one toilet for the two sexes and that in the class 

160 
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MEMOIRS 

OF 

TWENTY-TWO YEARS 

IN THE 

DELAWARE STATE SENATE 

BR~A~~~ 
(1972-1994) 

Majority Leader 

(1977-78;94) 



------~ ------- -- -- - - . 

-Robert E, S House 1908, Rep, Bridgeville, 2 yrs 
LEDNUM 

LEE 
-Charles S, N House 1922, Rep, Wilmington, 2 yrs 

-Clifford E, (1925-1990), S House 1986-88, Rep, Laurel retired 
businessman, 4 yrs 

-Clifford G, (1947-), S House 1990-94, Rep, Laurel retired state 
police, 6 yrs 

-Harvey F , N House 1948, Rep, Newark, 2 yrs 
-Walter, N House 1920, Dem, Townsend, 2 yrs 

LEGATIS 
-Harry E, (1897-1969), K House 1944, Dem, Harrington farmer, 

2 yrs 
-Richard R, (1942-). N House 1974, Dem, Newark autoworker, 2 

yrs 
LEKITFS 

-Albert P, S House 1934, Rep, Selbyville, 2 yrs 
LEMON 

-Francis Q,, (19il-), N House 1940-44, Dem, Wilmington 
barber, 6 yrs 

LESHER 

LFSLEY 

-Herbert A, ( -1971?), N House 1966-70, Rep, Claymont, 6 yrs 
-Lais M, (1918-1977), N House 1972-74, Rep, Claymont, 4 yrs 

-A))en Vorhees, (1822-1881), N Senate 1870-72, New Castle 
physician, 4 yrs 

LFSTER 
-Claude N, (-1965), N House 1936, Rep, St. Georges, 2 yrs 
-Edward, Tr., N House 1918-20, Rep, St. Georges, 4 yrs 
-Harvey, N House 1926, Rep, St. Georges, 2 yrs 
-Wj))jam E, (-1959), N House 1952-54, Rep, St. Georges, 4 yrs 

IEI'HERBURY 
-Walter S, N House 1914, Dem, Middletown, 2 yrs 

LEWIS 
-Reoiab T., (1848-1920), K House 1882 (2), Senate 1886-88 (4), 

Dem, Harrington physician, 6 yrs 
· -.Isaac. N House 1777, Pencader Hun, 1 yr 

-Joel, N House 1795-7, Newark, 3 yrs 
-Kenda) M, S House 1827-30;34 (6), Senate 1831 (1), Whig, 

Laurel mariner, 7 yrs 
-Luff. (1776-1827), K House 1812-13;23, Vernon (Harrington) 

physician, 3 yrs 
-Philip_. K House 1794, Kenton?, 1 yr 
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Connecting the Free Black Community of Polktown and the 
African Union Church Cemetery 

Polktown, Delaware City 

Red Lion Hundred 

New Castle County, Delaware 
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The location of Delaware City, and more specifically, Polktown afforded many residents access to 

marshes, both as a form of employment and as a seasonal source of food to supplement the family diet and 

income. 10 A boat and nets valued at $20 represented the single most valuable asset in Joshua Seiney's probate 

inventory. With a boat, he could fish for shad and sturgeon, oysters and terrapin. Other men worked the 

water as crew for large fishing and oyster boats, or as stewards on the steamboats that ferried passengers 

back and forth along the Canal. Even without a boat, men with knowledge of the marsh could trap muskrats 

for their valuable pelts. 

Free black neighborhoods generally focused on three major ways of establishing community networks 

and a place on the landscape. In addition to homes, they acquired land to build schools and churches,, efforts 

that required a certain amount of creativity and determination. The first school for free black children in 

Polktown opened in 1867, funded in part by the Freedmen's Bureau and built by local residents. The one­

story frame front-gable building sat along the south side of the Canal, facing Dutch Neck Road just west of the 

main secfion of Polktown (Figure 13). Enrollment in the first few years averaged 15 to 20 children each year, 

more than half of the school-age children in Polktown, and confirmed the value that the residents placed on 

education. The school served Polktown's children until 1921, when plans to widen the Branch Canal called for 

demolition of the school. 11 Fortunately, the planned demolition coincided with the "grand experiment" of 

Pierre S. DuPont to update schools for children across the state of Delaware. 

10 Herman, Bernard, Rebecca Siders, et al. Marshland Resources in the Delaware Estuary, 1830 to 1950 +/-: An Historic Context. 
Newark, Delaware: Center for Historic Architecture and Design . 
11 Sheppard, Rebecca J., Catherine Morrissey, and Melissa Blair, Eastern Lock of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal: A Structural 
Study, Newark, Delaware: Center for Historic Architecture and Design, 2013, page 17. 
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Figure 13: Old Delaware City Colored School Building (Source: Hagley Museum) 

Surveyors working on his project noted the extremely poor condition of the original school, describing its 

location as being in a marsh, roughly thirty feet from the canal. They concluded that "There can be little hope 

for the education or Americanization of children that are required to secure their education under conditions 

such as are found in this building ... Upon no part of the school ground ... was it possible to walk without wading 

through water and mud." 12 DuPont funded the construction of a new school that conformed to his ideas 

about educational environments (Figure 14). The new school, like others built for black school children, was 

still one-story in height, gable-roofed and built of frame with wood siding, but it was now two rooms in width, 

12 George D. Strayer, N.L. Englehardt, F.W. Hart, General Report on School Buildings and Grounds of Delaware, Bulletin of the Service 

Citizens of Delaware, I (October 15, 1919), p. 3. 
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NATIONAL AMERICAN WOMAN SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION 
BRANCH OF INTERNATIONAL WOMAN SUFFRAGE ALLIANCE AND OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN 

MRS. CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT, President 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 171 MADISON AVENUE 

IIT VICE-PRESIDENT 
M111, STANLEY McCORMICK, MABB, 

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT 
MIBI MARY GARRKIT HAY, NEW You:: 

8Ro VICE-PRESIDENT 
MHs, GUILFORD Duou:Y, TENN. 

4TH VICE-PRESIDENT 
Mn■• RAYMOND BaowN, NEW Yoa.1t 

5TH VICE-PRESIDENT 
Mu. HELEN GARDRNEB, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

NATIONAL WOMAN SUFFRAGE 
PUBLISHING COMPANY, Inc. 

Miss EsTHElt G. · OooEN, PreBiiunt 
lTl Madison Ave., New York 

To His Excellenc/, 

TELEPHONE, 4818 MURRAY HILL 
NEW YORK 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
CHAIRMAN 

Mu. CHARLES H. Baoo1t1 
WICHITA, KANSAI 

SECRETARY 
M188 KATH1!1UNE PntRCS 

112 N. BROADWAY 
OKLAHO)U CITY, OKLAHOMA 

PRESS DEPARTMENT 
Mru RosE YouNa, Diree.tor 

171 Madison Ave., New York 

Governor John G. Townsend, Jr. 
Dover, Delaware. 

M.y dear Governor Townsend:-

TREASURER 
MRs. HENRY WADE Roon■, CoNN, 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
MRs, FaANJt J. Suuum, NEW Yoa1t 

RECORDING SECRETARY 
MRI, HALSEY W. WILSON, NEW YORI: 

DIRECTORS 
Mas. CHARI.F.S H. BaooKI, Kansas 
Mu. J . C. CANTRILL, Kentucky 
Mes. RICHARD E. EDWARDS, Indiana 
Mas. GEORGE GELLHORN, Missouri 
Mns. BEN HoorEa, Wisconsin 
Mas. ARTHUR LIVERMORII, New York 
Miss EsTHER G, Oool!N, New York 
Mas. GEonoa A. PrnRso1., Pennsylvania 

January 16, 1920. 

I have had a. letter from the liovernor of Nevada enclosing 
copies of letters he has sent to the Governors of the Utates whom 
I have reported to him as J.)romisill€, ap:3cial sessions. 

rt bas occurred to me that you might think, as this is 
just the suggestion that I nnde to you, that I had put the same idea 
to all the uovernors. I wish you to know that I trade this suggestion 
to no Governor but yourself. 

I am very glad that Governor Boyle ha~ taken it up and J 
sincerely hope that the Governors in the various states will join 
with him in ma.king a finish of the ratification of the federal 
suffrage amendment. 

Yours· very truly, 

- ~ 

President 

Jn 



State Executive Committee 

5 r. 
'- ., 

MRS. FLOREii:

1

i:;;ARD HILLES 
N atinttal If ntttatt~ 1% lit tttfg 

Vke-Chalrman 

~ ifP " 

MRS. JULIEN ORTIZ 
DELA 

MRS. FREDERICK BRINGHURST 

WARE BRANCH 

Secretary 

17 EAST SEVENTH ST 

MISS MARJE LOCKWOOD 

REET, WILMINGTON 

Treasurer 

TELEPHONE 55SO 

MR& JAMES GINNS llfM • ~ f ~ J 
1 
~ . 
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