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-Robert F,, S House 1908, Rep, Bridgeville, 2 yrs
LEDNUM
-Charles S., N House 1922, Rep, Wilmington, 2 yrs
LEE
-Clifford F., (1925-1990), S House 1986-88, Rep, Laurel retired
businessman, 4 yrs
-Clifford G., (1947-), S House 1990-94, Rep, Laurel retired state
police, 6 yrs
-Harvey F., N House 1948, Rep, Newark, 2 yrs
-Walter, N House 1920, Dem, Townsend, 2 yrs
LEGATES
-Harry E, (1897-1969), K House 1944, Dem, Harrington farmer,
2 yrs
-Richard B., (1942-). N House 1974, Dem, Newark autoworker, 2
yrs
LEKITES
-Albert P, S House 1934, Rep, Selbyville, 2 yrs
LEMON
-Francis Q,, (1911-), N House 1940-44, Dem, Wilmington
barber, 6 yrs
LESHER
-Herbert A,, ( -19717), N House 1966-70, Rep, Claymont, 6 yrs
-Lois M., (1918-1977), N House 1972-74, Rep, Claymont, 4 yrs
LESLEY
-Allen Vorhees, (1822-1881), N Senate 1870-72, New Castle
physician, 4 yrs
LESTER
-Claude N., (-1965), N House 1936, Rep, St. Georges, 2 yrs
-Edward, Jr., N House 1918-20, Rep, St. Georges, 4 yrs
-Harvey, N House 1926, Rep, St. Georges, 2 yrs
-William E,, (-1959), N House 1952-54, Rep, St. Georges, 4 yrs
LETHERBURY
-Walter S., N House 1914, Dem, Middletown, 2 yrs
-Beniah 1., (1848-1920), K House 1882 (2), Senate 1886-88 (4),
Dem, Harrington physician, 6 yrs
-Isaac, N House 1777, Pencader Hun, 1 yr
-Joel, N House 1795-7, Newark, 3 yrs
-Kendal M., S House 1827-30;34 (6), Senate 1831 (1), Whig,
Laurel mariner, 7 yrs
-Luff, (1776-1827), K House 1812-13;23, Vernon (Harrington)
physician, 3 yrs
-Philip, K House 1794, Kenton?, 1 yr
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MID-ATLANTIC HISTORIC BUILDINGS AND LANDSCAPES SURVEY

Connecting the Free Black Community of Polktown and the
African Union Church Cemetery

Polktown, Delaware City
Red Lion Hundred

New Castle County, Delaware

Center for Historic
Architecture + Design



The location of Delaware City, and more specifically, Polktown afforded many residents access to. ‘E
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marshes, both as a form of employment and as a seasonal source of food to supplement the family diet and "', ‘:1
b"lrg-
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income.’® A boat and nets valued at $20 represented the single most valuable asset in Joshua Seiney’s probate

R

inventory. With a boat, he could fish for shad and sturgeon, oysters and terrapin. Other men worked the
water as crew for large fishing and oyster boats, or as stewards on the steamboats that ferried passengers
back and forth along the Canal. Even without a boat, men with knowledge of the marsh could trap muskrats
for their valuable pelts.

Free black neighborhoods generally focused on three major ways of establishing community networks
and a place on the landscape. In addition to homes, they acquired land to build schools and churches, , efforts
that required a certain amount of creativity and determination. The first school for free black children in
Polktown opened in 1867, funded in part by the Freedmen’s Bureau and built by local residents. The one-
story frame front-gable building sat along the south side of the Canal, facing Dutch Neck Road just west of the
main section of Polktown (Figure 13). Enrollment in the first few years averaged 15 to 20 children each year,
more than half of the school-age children in Polktown, and confirmed the value that the residents placed on
education. The school served Polktown’s children until 1921, when plans to widen the Branch Canal called for
demolition of the school.'* Fortunately, the planned demolition coincided with the “grand experiment” of

Pierre S. DuPont to update schools for children across the state of Delaware.

¥ Herman, Bernard, Rebecca Siders, et al. Marshland Resources in the Delaware Estuary, 1830 to 1950 +/-: An Historic Context.
Newark, Delaware: Center for Historic Architecture and Design.

11 Sheppard, Rebecca J., Catherine Morrissey, and Melissa Blair, Eastern Lock of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal: A Structural
Study, Newark, Delaware: Center for Historic Architecture and Design, 2013, page 17.
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Figure 13: Old Delaware City Colored School Building (Source: Hagley Museum)

Surveyors working on his project noted the extremely poor condition of the original school, describing its
location as being in a marsh, roughly thirty feet from the canal. They concluded that “There can be little hope
for the education or Americanization of children that are required to secure their education under conditions
such as are found in this building...Upon no part of the school ground...was it possible to walk without wading
through water and mud.” 12 DuPont funded the construction of a new school that conformed to his ideas
about educational environments (Figure 14). The new school, like others built for black school children, was

still one-story in height, gable-roofed and built of frame with wood siding, but it was now two rooms in width,

12 George D. Strayer, N.L. Englehardt, F.W. Hart, General Report on School Buildings and Grounds of Delaware, Bulletin of the Service
Citizens of Delaware, | (October 15, 1919}, p. 3.
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NATIONAL AMERICAN WOMAN SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION

BRANCH OF INTERNATIONAL WOMAN SUFFRAGE ALLIANCE AND OF NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Mers. CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT, President

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 171 MADISON AVENUE
TELEPHONE, 4818 MURRAY HILL

1st VICE-PRESIDENT
Mes. STANLEY McCorMmIcK, Mass.

2Np VICE-PRESIDENT
Miss Mary GARRErr Hay, NEw Yomk

8rp VICE-PRESIDENT
Mmus. GuiLrorp DuUDLEY, TENN.

4tH VICE-PRESIDENT
Mrs. RaymoND BaowN, NEw YOrRx

5T VICE-PRESIDENT

Mas. HELEN GARDENER, WASHINGTON, D, C,

NEW YORK

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

CHAIRMAN
Mrs. CuarLeEs H. Brooks
WicHITA, KANSAS
SECRETARY
Miss KATHERINE PIERCE
112 N. Broapway
OLAHOMA CIiTY, OKLAHOMA

TREASURER

Mgs. HENRY WADE Rocees, CONN.
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

Mre. FRANK J. SHULER, NEW Yoax

RECORDING SECRETARY
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Miss EstHE: G.° OGDEN, President Mise Rose Young, Director Miss EstHER G, OapEN, New York
171 Madison Ave., New York
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171 Madison Ave., New York Mges. GEORGE A. PiErsor, Pennsylvania

January 16, 1920,

To His Bxcellency,
Governor John G. Townsend, Jr.
Dover, Delaware.

iy dear Governor Townsend;- g

I have had a letter from the Governor of Nevada enclosing
coples of letters he has sent to the Governors of the States whom
I have reported to him as promising special sessions.

It has occurred to me that you might think, as this is
just the suggestion that I made to you, that I had put the same idea
to all the Governors. I wish you to know that I made this suggestion
to na Governor but yourself.

I am very glad that Governor Boyle has taken 1t up and J}
sincerely hope that the Governors in the various states will join
with him in making a finish of the ratification of the federal
suffrage amendment.

Yours very truly,

Corniilollapuan Gt

President
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