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Delaware’s Woman Suffrage
Campaign

CAROL E. HOFFEEKERY*

DORESSING TIHE DELAWARE GENERAL Assermblly in 1831,
A Elizabeth Gady Stanton, one of America's most famous advocates
of woman suffrage, sald that “fifty years frofh now men will
wonder why they ever objected to placing the ballot in women's hands.”!
Her propirsy proved correct, for fifty years later—in 1931—women
had been voting In state and national elections for eleven years and only
a few still found woman suffrage repugnant or peculiar. One of that
handful of die-hard anti-suffragists was an Influential Delaware grande
dame, Mary Wilson Themngson.* Defending her oppesition to suffrage,
Mrs. Thompson declared in her memelr, written in the 1930s, that the
vote had been of no benefit to the country and that It had cheapened
wormanhoed.” This memoir reminds us of an often forgotten, yet impor-
tant point about the suffrage victory of 1920: contrary to the sanguine
assuimption underlying Mrs. Stanton’s statement and similer pro-suffrage
arguments of the late nineteenth century, woman suffrage was not won
simply because everybody finally became convinced that it represented
the next great advance of democratle prineiples. To the contrary, every-
body was not won over. In Delaware, a majority of the legidlaiure never
voted for suffirage in spite of the suffragisis” protracted and at times
intense efforts. Yet on a national level, the suffrage amendment was
ultimately adopted. The recent defeat of the Equal Rights Amendment
revives imderest in earlier struggles for wemn's rights, including the
strategies employed by both suffiagisis and anti-suffragists in the ratifi-
cition of the Nimedeenth Amendment. Deltawate was one of the key
states im the battle fiar ratification.
Dillawate’s civapier in the Hisiory off waman suffirage is @ Quiious oxne
et demonsirates many reasons wihy stede and national leaders off dhe
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waommem srights movement had to work so very long and hard to achieve
dheiir goal. In 1920, during the kst stages off the ratification process for
the Niimsteemth Amendment, suffragists held such great hope for wimning
diveitr fiimal viiatory in Delleware that they poured enormous resources into
the liittle state, but in the end Dellaware refused to ratify. Why did the
suffiragists think they could win in Delaware? Why were they proved
wirong? To answer these questions, we must consider several factors.
Dellawsare’s politics, wiich appeared so simmple on the surface, turned out
to be remarkably complicated. The state”s ambivalence to suffrage was
uwnusually pronounced, because as a border state Delaware reflected both
the traditional social attitudes off the rural South and the more pragmatic
values of the wrban, industrial North. 1t should not be surprising,
therefore, that the Diamond State produced several nationally prominent
leaders on both sides of the suffrage issue or that the issue aroused one
off the most gpectacular and intense political battles in the state’s history.

Blizdbheth Cady Stanton first proposed the idea of woman suffrage to
an American audience at a convention called to consider woman’s rights
at Seneca Ealls, New York, in 1848. During the decade that followed,
advocates of worian’s rights concentrated their attention on correcting
other legal disabilities, but the political events surrounding the aftermath
off the Civil War finally brought the suffrage issue to the head of their
list of desired reforms. At the wau’s conclusion, the victorious North,
under Republican party leadership, used the proeess of amendment to
the United States Constitution to eradicate slavery and to guarantee
various civil rights to the freedmen, including the extension of the
franchise to black males. The Republican leaders refused the appeal of
‘wenan’s-tights supporters to extend the franchise to women, although
they had in fact created a precedent for using the amendment pieerss
to enlarge the electorate. The Reconsiruction amendraents aroused such
powerful sectional antagonism as te insure that the readritted Confed-
erate states wolld never support any federal amendment dealing with
the franchise in defiance of the doctrine of states’ Fighis.

Fellowing Reconstruction the woman's-suffrage Issue languished for
nearly twe deeades before it was resurfected by the women's tem
movement in the 1880s. Teimperance leaders viewed the suffrage as a
fneans to swell politieal suppert for their particular refoimist progiai.
The moral appeal of temperance transcended sectionallist and attiacied
fhany eonservative women who had previously ignored putbliic affaiis and -
woman’s-rights issues. In Delaware, for instance, the .first weman's:
suffrage organization was the framchise department of the Woren'’s
Christian Temperance Union, ereated in 1883 Eight yeais later in
- 1896, a small group of wemen, mostly Wilmingtonians, formed ihe

wSusan B. Anihony and Ida Husted Harper, eds., T Hisor of Wamam Sffrqge, wal.
4, 18831590 (Reehester, 1602), 563.
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Delaware Equal Suffrage Association (D.E.S.A.), which affiliated with
the National American Women’s Suffrage Associatiom (N.A\WW.SA)).

The years following the creatiom of the D.E.S.A. constituted a petiiod
of disappointment for suffragists at both the national and the: state levells.
The N.AW.S.A. was dedicated to the proposition that suffrage coulld
best be won on a state-by-state basis rather than thiough a fedetall
amendment. In fact, although a few Western states had granted women
the right to vote, no state in the East, Midwest, or South chose to folllow..
Thus, the activities of the suffragists at the turn of the century suggest
that they had neither the confidence in their ability to win victory nor
the strategy neeessary to amass widespread support. As late as 1911, the
D.E.S.A. had only ninety members, whose main activity was to oiganize
decorous annual conventions where speakers exhorted the converted.
Thelr petitions to the siate legiskadure on behalf of the cause of woman’s
politieal rights were ignored. In January 1900 the Supreme Court of the
State of Delaware rendered a decision, which must have been particularily
galling to suffragists, denylng the petition of a woman to practice law on
the grounds that as state officers lawyers must be voteis”

Historians of the suffrage movement have identified 1912 as the
turning point in the United States. In that year the movement began to
take on the new life and resolve that finally led to winning the vote for
woren in 1920. It was in 1912 that Aliee Paul, one of the most
determined and effective political strategists in American history, became
the head of the N.A.W.S.A.’s Congressional Committee in Washington,
D.C. Alice Paul, born in Meoorestown, New Jeisey, of a Quaker farnily,
was a graduate of Swarthmore College and held a Ph.D. in soelal work
from the University of Pennsylvania. 1n 1912 she was twenty-eight years
old and had recently returned from England, where she had participated
i the often vislent suffrage campaign being waged by the Women’s
Secial and Pelitical Union (W.S.P.U.), led by Emmelifie and Christabel
Pankhurst. In England Miss Paul had learned the value of attention-
getiing taeties sueh as the use of mass, demonstrations, hunger strikes,
and protests designed to embarrass leading pelitieians in order to foree
themn o support suffiage. Like other W.S.P.U. members, she went to
Jjail and on hunger strike several times.

Klice Paul energized the American suffrage mevement with new
resolve, but her meihods and her independent style soon eaused a rift
with the fore accommedationist N.AW.S.A, In 1918 Alice Paul’s
Congressional Conmmikice separaied from the older, more moderate
sufiragie organization o form the Congressional Union, lajer the Weom-
airs Party. Miiss Paul aimed her organization's efforts at reactivating the
1%&%?%& federal amendment for woman suffrage. She argued that
16 be effestive the Congressional Unien must hold the pelitieal party in
power responsible for delays and refusals o suppert weman's suffrage.

‘RRvidheny and MLavper, €ds., History of Woman Suffrage, 568.
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She approached this task with a single-minded zeal and appetite for
combat that the N.A.W.S.A. believed was impoliitic to the point of beiing
counterproductive. Contemporaries and historians alike are stilll wngle-
cided as to whictit suffrage group was more responsible for the fingil
victory. Judicious study of the events of the period suggests that the relles
of both groups were important and that both approecihes proved neces-
sary to bring success.

One of the first full-time employees that Alice Paul recruited for the:
Congressional Committee was Mabel Vernon, a native of Wilmington,
Delaware. The youngest among six children born to George W. Vernoin,
editor-in-chief of the Wilmingion Daily Repotilican, and his wife, Mary P.,
Mabel Vernon grew up in a spacious home on Wilmington’s West Fifth
Street. She attended Swarthmore College, where she developed her
considerable forensic skills on the debate team, graduating in 1906, one
year after Alice Paul. She was teaching German in Wayne, Pennsylvania,
when the opportunity came to become a proffessional suffrage worker.

In 1913 Mabel Vernon opened a Congressional Union office at
Seventh and Shipley streets in Wilmington, which served as headquariess
for intensified efforts to win support for suffrage in Delaware. The
Congressional Union’s decision to conicentrate on the First State at that
time was based on several factors: the need to win a few more suffrage
states, especially in the East, in order to create momentum for the federal
amendment; the small size of Delaware; and the pecullarity of Delaware’s
constitution, which permiited the legiskadure to approve amendments to
the state constituition widhout recourse to a referendur. Mabel Vernen’s
task in her natlve state was to create a base of support sufficient to win a
majority in the Delawre legislatuie. To launeh her campalgn, she
addressed church and temperanee groups, laber unlons, Grange meet-
ings, women's clubs, and every other organization in the state that would
agree 1o lislen to her arguments. A fearless and effective stump speaker,
sihe also spoke weekly to wiatever crowds she could gather on Wiliing-
ton sireet eormers and gave imprompiu orations at the state fair and
sivmillar public gatherings.

Avneng these wiho heard Miss Véernon at the state fair was Florence
Bayaid Hilles, who had come o the fair to show her champienship degs.
Wiany years later Miabel Vernen recalled Mis. Hilles’s reaction te her

, wiich was in effect [Miss Viernon)] “is saying what 1 believe in
and I'im net doing anything about il "®Mys, Hilles was a descendant of
one off Dlaveate's most distinguished and admired politieal families. Her
fiather, Themas F. Biayard, had been a United Staies Senador, Secretary
off Sttale wnder Criover Clewaland, and ambasseder to Great Britain. Her
grandtaiher and great-granditather had alse been United States senators,

raped oral inderview of Mabel Vernon's reminiseenees eondueied under the
aukspices off dhe hikiory depariment off dhe University off Delawiare in Wadhingden, D.C.,
Wetar. 174, Niikss Vearion wies dhen 90 pears old.

L e
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Figwre 1. Miahel Vernen, @ early supporier of woman suffrage, from The
Suffragist, Sepiember 26, 1914,

#5 WS her brother, Themas F. Bayard, jr. Her husband, William S,
Hiilles, wes a0 egually welleinesied member of the Delaware Bar.
Raned i alovaled civeles of power and prestige, well educaied in both
the Uiled Sitales and Bwope, Ellence Biayard Hilles yeamned for an
ShpertuRity do cullivale her own dalents for lieadership in the public
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Figure 2. Delaware headquarters of the Congressional Union; with Florence
Bayard Hilles (standing on left), Alice Steinlein (sitting), and Mary Conkle
(standing on right); from The Suffregist, August 8, 1914.

sphere. Mrs. Hilles brought a great deal more than her will to work to
the suffrage movement. Her importance to the Congressional Union and
to its sucecessor the Women’s Party is suggested in a letter that Alice Paul
wiete 16 her in 1941, whieh eoneludes, “1 take you as my model and try
te be as gallant and generous and cotrageous as you are. 1 could wish
for nething more."’

Mrs. Hilles’s initial task was to prepare for Delaware’s first suffrage
parade, whieh was held in Wiliingion on May 2, 1914, as part of a
nationwide demonsiration designed to nudge Congress-into a favorable
vete on the suffrage amendment. The parade ran its colorful route from
the Pennsylvania Railroad Station at Front and French streets to the

? Alice Paul to Florence Bayard Hilles, April 30, 1941, Gallery Collection, Bayard
Papers, Box 60, Folder 28, Historical Society of Delaware, Wilmington, Delaware.




WOMARN SUFFRAGE CAMPAIGN 156

Figure 3. Florence Bayard Flilles, an
influential proponent of woman suf-
firage, from The Suffiagist, May 1920.

New Castle County Courthouse at Tenth and Miarket streets, where a
rally vas held. The four hundred who marched to the hymn “Onward
Chnstian Selldiiers” were divided into divisions, which ineluded profes-
signal wamen, community organizatlons, and a contingent of college
werren wihe wore eaps and gowns. Most of the marchers wiore sashes in
the Congressional Union colors of purple, whide, and gold over white
outfits. The Morning News callled the parade “not large—but inpressive”
and “dignifiiad,” adding “it would have seemed meredible five years
age.” Mirs. Hilles pronounced it “perfectly splkandiidl.”*

Wi inaredible dhings were to follow. In 1917 the Congressional
Uriion entharked on 2 eampaign o embarrass Presidient Weodrew Wil-
s itnds lleadiing this majority Demoeratic party to embiace the amend-
mant. Ukig 2 deatic dhad had proved effective i England, the Unien
sant Withel Wearnon do heekle dhe Presidient winen he spoke at the
dlediieation off dhe Lahsy Temple it Wiattimeion, D.C. Ad a poind wihen
Rresutant Witkian waes alequently desaritbing Awerican démocracy, Miss
Weainon sioedl wp andl shouded, “Mr. Presigient, wied will you de for

& Witifitiiggton Jenbig\eeS, Ntay 4, 1014,
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worman suffrage? RAfier she had imderrupted the Presidient twice in this
manner, a searet-service officer tapped her on the shoullder and led her
away.

Heckling, although pairt of the English political tradition, was obnox-
ious to Awmericans, and the Congressional Unionisis soon modified their
technique. Instead of imderrupting the President, they began posting
“gillent sentinels” at the gates of the White House. Every day from
meorning to night a group of female pickets would stand along Pennsyl-
vania Avenue bearing large banners and placards widh messages such as
“Mir. President How Long Miust Wormen Wait For Liberty?” flanked by
other woren carrying the now familiar purple, white, and gold banners
of the Congressional Unien.

On April 2, 1917, the President, heavily burdened by what must have
seeimed to him to be a meore pressing matier of state, drove through the
pickets to the Capitol to read his war message to Congress. The speech
contained a ringing statement of purpose for Amerlcan entry into the
European War. “We shall fight for the things which we have always
carried nearest our hearts, for democracy, for the right of those who
submit to authority to have a voice in their governimend.” "®That mem-
orable sentence became the new rallying cry of the Union’s pickets, and
Mabel Vernon had the opportunity to quote it back to the President
directly during an interview in the White House a few weeks lager.”

Before the United States entered the war, the government had toler-
ated the plekets, but now eriticism of the President by the ‘“silent
sentinels,” as they had come to be known, was seen to be unpatriobic.
The adminisiration’s embarrassment was particularly intense in June
1917, when envoys from the Alexander Kerensky government in Russia
were visiting the Capital. On that occasion, the police were instructed to
arrest the plcketers on the charge of obstructing traffic. Among the six
women apprehended was the Intrepid Miss Vernon, who spent three
days in the Disirlet of Columbla’s jail.

On Bastille Day, Jully 14, 1917, the Congressional Union defied the
government with yet another mass demonstration of picketers in front
of the White House. A largely hostile erowd, including many servicemen,
had gathered to obstruct the pickets when the police stepped in and
ariested sixteen of the women. On entering the District of Columbla’s
grimy courtiooin, Mrs. Hilles, one of those ariested, was heard to
remnark, “Well, gids, I've never seen but one court in my life and that
was the Court of St. James. But I must say they are not very much
alike.”** The women were charged with blocking trafffic and given a
choice of a $25.00 fine or sixty days in jail. Mrs. Hilles, then 51 years

®Vermon intiviamw, 1974.

0 Vermom intiwikiw, 1974.

M WVermoh inimiRw, 1974,

12 Dojiiis Stevens,/fatledi for Foeatm (Newr York, 1920), 100.
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i), laibedkd thee chenge “@ nitbtdbuss fieme-wp” and deffndkd el
ellegjuenitly. She: telldl tive:j jiodies, “ o genenatitnss e mem of my Bmilly
thame: giiwerm tivedit Seivites o thadir couninyy. For amysellf, my tadining fiam
chilidihood hes beem with a father wiho believed im dkmeeraoy and wiheo
ellonged 1o e Detneeiatii: paity. By inbesiiencs and contraliion [ am
a Demnoctat, and o a Democtaiic: President [ went with my appeal-— .
What a spectaciie it mhust be to tihe thinking peoplle of this counitny t© see
us wiged o go o war for demreiay in a foieign land), and 1© See wommen
hicwin into piiseon who plead for that same cause at home.” DAl sixteen
women tiefused to pay their fines and were sent to Occoquan, a fedeiall
piison in Vieginia, where they served thiee days under haish and
huimiliating conditions before being pardoned by a higher court officer..
These women were but the vanguard of Aumeious otheis who were
ariested thieughout the war years for their continued demonstialiiong
on behalf of suffrage.

By 1919, as the peace tiealy negotiations at Versailles were ending,
the efforts of the suffragists in the N.AW.S.A. and In the Women’s
Party were showing significant progiess. On May 2, 1919, the United
States House of Representatives passed the suffrage amendment, and on
June 4 the Senate did likewise. The focus of suffrage activity turned
back to the states, where the assent of thirty-six legisketiires was necessary
to complete the amendment process. The first state ratifieations eame in
May and June. Pennsylvania which ratified on june 24, was the first state
to do so that did not already permit womlen to vete through state
legisitation. Generally speaking, the legisliatuies of Wesiern, Midwesiern,
and Easlern states ratified, while those of Southern states did not. The
border state of Maryland proved a great disappoindment to suffragists
wihen ifs legidiaiure refused to ratify during its sunimer sesdion in 1919,
even afiter sufffrage workers had diligently canvassed every legisiaior for
support. Their opposidion was both racially and politically motiviated.
Mearyitand Demoarats opposed the firanchise for black weiien, wine they
believed woulld wie ouerwheliningly fior the Republican party. Yet, i
spte of defiest im Marylland, dthe forwad momeaninm for ratification

aandimued. New Jersey ratified on Fefruary 110, 1920, ster a cdlese, hard-
fowghd llegislative hadtle. On NMiardh 22, Wiadtitngrion ratified, dhe dhirty-
fifith state do dio s0. The suffitagisis meediad elly one Mare stkae do witn,
thut ciinett sstedee wenuildl he dififiauilt do seatire hacause Al off dhe readily pro-
suficege stetes Hradl llreadly aoted.

To dhe stadegists iin hath dhe NLAW.SA. andl dhe Wiamaiis Party,
Indiaveake fineakad to cfftar dine thast ape ftar witsny. Ikt wasane ffdhvee
sttates enniiolliat thy dhe Repuibliican Patty that hadl et a8 pat weadiffied!. In
tthe axthar cws, Caiegitaittant Weatkiai, IRgpulbliiean goraiars prarsan-
ally apesetl ithe amandimant andl nefiuset] to call thedir sstate lliggiidatines
imtosgpadidl sessitontto wonsideraititataniinsphite sfithe sty ardiorss-

' Sevens, puiled, 1008
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ment off the sufffirage amendiment by their national party. Delawaie’s
Republican gowarneor, John G. Townsend, by condiast, was a fiim fidend
off the sufffirage caiise. Townsend had callled for the Delaware legiidiaiure
o meet in gpecial session on March 22. The gowuainar’s party held karge
majorities in both houses of the siate legidlature. The suffiagists re-
minded Republican politicians nationwide that iff Dekawcare ratified, many
off the woimen wio would be enfranchised throughout the country imight
be persuaded to vote for candidates of the party that had tipped the
scales to give them the long-sought franchise. On the other hand, should
the Republicans fail to come through in Delaware, some other state not
controlled by that party might ratify before the Novesmber elections and
the worien of America would owe no debt of gratitude to the G.O.P.
And so it was that Delaware became the storm center for guffrage. All
of the national forces of the N.A.W.S.A. and the. Women’s Party as well
as of the anti-suffragists” National Association Opposed to Woman Suf-
frage descended on Delaware in the spring of 1920. For several months
the little state controlled the political future of millions of worien.

By 1920 the arguments and tacties on both sides of the suffrage
question were not only well-establisted but also well-wor. The support-
ers and opponents of enfranchisement for women had already waged
battles over ratification in about forty other states. Nor was the suffrage
question a novelty in Delaware, where suffrage bills had been presented
and rejected by the legislkators on several previous occasions. Loeally, the
battle lines had become clearly drawn between supporters and opponents.
The one unknown element was the most crucial—the legiskature.

Before describing the complex political maneuverings that were about
to be played out in Dover, it is appropriate to review the nature of the
debate itself, starting with the pesitlon of those who opposed vetes for
women. Mary Wilson Thompson’s memoir offers the single best souree
of information from the anti-suffragist polnt of view. Mary Wilson, the
daughter of a distinguished Union general in the Civil War, was reared
at Stockford, a country estate between Wilmington and New Castle. She
attended fashionable schools, including Misses Hebbs School In Wilming-
ton, and traveled abroad before mareylng Heney B. Thompson, a Prin-
ceton alumnus. Her husband served as treasurer of the Jeseph Bancroft
and Sons Company In Wilmington and later as president of another
textile fin headquartered in New York City. The Themijpsons were
active in a variety of civic enterpiizes and were leaders of Wilmington
society, W ’

In her memoir written in the 1930s, Mis. Thempson explained her
feasons for opposing woman's suffrage: “I have always opposed votes
for women. It is constitutional with fe. It is not that I feel women cannot
vote of are not the mental equal of our men folks, but I feel that it is
duplicating our work. It is putting an extra burden on the wormen and it

1 Hiiggiings, edl., “Thonison Memolr,”, 43-50.
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Figure 4. Mary Wilkon Thompsen, leader of the anti-suffirage faction in Dela-
ware, about 1915 (Historical Society off Delaware’s collections).
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hmmmmmﬂmﬁ&tﬂlww@mummﬂhmﬁelmgslam”@&mﬂ@mﬂ
titedt by geiimiing tie: hadloh wemem Nad foiffdied e i
padiiins and coulld], trmsffoe:, i IWMM@M&WM&I&
paiitinal] indiiffenenos: el hed chanacienized e editviship to peliii-
s hefone: suffiage wes enacied. She: alko disappiaiiglly linked wommr-
em’s suffiege © a vaiikiy of other changss in women aid in Weir
iedbtiensihiips © mem. The voie:, she said, had given wofmeh 1o Mucih
indizipesndiing:, which had led to e assuming “a soft of overbealiiig
spirit towards tihe: men. . .... [ say 1 the women in thi countiy that dhedf
fiist diity s 1o keep unpnim:ir rhanpower:. Ifa womman constamnilly] fesis and
ly tefises to consider her husbhand’s opiions, what is o become of

the: familly? With women alll taking up [jphs and ieceiving independent
salaries for thesin, natuncllly they feell equall if not superior to their
husbandis. The young woman you see aroumd in public is peisonallly
unatiiaciiive; she tallks too loud and makes herself conspicuous; she is
immodest on the beach and in the ballroom. . ... Peisomallly, I should like
to see them shut up in a harem for a while.”® As president of the
Delaware branch of the National Association Opposed to Woman Suf-
frage, Mrs. Thompson led speaking touts of the state, raised funds, and
kept in close touch with leading politiclans on behalf of her eause.

Aneother Wilimingtenian eonspicuously allied with the anti-suffragists
was Emlly P. Bissell, best remembered for introducing the Christimas
Seal to the United States in 1907 to raise funds for a tubeteuliesis
sanitoriurm in Delaware. In addition to her social work, she was a nevellst
who wirote under the pen name Priseilla Leonard and a nationally known
spokesperson for the anti-suffragists. In 1900 Emily P. Bissell had ad-
dressed the United States Senate Committee on Woman Sufffiage, where
she argued that most women did not want suffrage, a stadeiment that
Delaveare antl-suffraglsts kader supported widh the results of a poll that
they conducted i the siate i 1917. Miss Bissell told the senadors that,
condrary to suffragist claims, the Wesiem states winich had embraced
suffirage had not experienced any visible political purification. She alkse
poinied oud that 26 a0 uninariied, sdfssipRamting weamma, wihoe was acfive
in sockal werk and an advecale off demperance ((hough nod, she sdidi
emphatically, @ prohlibitionist!), she was dhe weary sat off person dhat dhe
sufffiragists presumed do represant. Yeat sthe amuild see mo advaniage to the
gaimed by extending dhe wsle do wamean, hecause wamean wate sleady
fesivly dreaded sinee dhey hedl ginad adimisdion do witiualky exary profes-
sbion.' "

' Higgims, e, **"Thompson Mesnoiy,” Z51L.

16 Higgjims, e, Thompsam Nesnoiiy,” 2L

1" Arcitiesshyy Fnilhy 1. Bissed] IHafbovece Wi i sdi SitatesSeerateCommiitiee O Wibaian
Sifffags, Feth. 133, 19000, priintat by tHee Mhssaeblusestss AAseotiation Qipmestl tto Ftamsiian
af PWerman Sufffeggze, coqpyy iin Wiamaan SuiffFeags B, FHisorited] Sediey of IRbaniee (-
affear Wioonaan S ffagee B, HEID)).
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In the postwar atmosphere that prevailed in 1919 and 1920, the anti-
suffragists raised yet another argument—that the suffragists had behaved
unpatriotically during the war. Mary Wilson Thampson, for example,
dispatched a letter to all members of the General Assembly in Januaty
1919 in which she asserted that “the Anti-Suffragists have sent more
sons to the war than the suffragists” and that the suffragist argument
that women should receive the ballot as a reward for war work was
fallacious because no “real patriot would ask for a reward for any service
she might render her country. . . .”'* Similarly, during the debate before
the General Assembly in the spﬂng of 1920, Emily P. Bissell, according
to a press account, “exploded the giant verbal dynamite of the day when
she charged Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, head of the suffrage party with
being a pacifist during the war. She also accused Jane Addams of Hull
House, Chleago, another leading suffragist, with ‘sailing on the ship of
fools™ because Addams had participated in Henry Eord’s abortive peace
effort before the United States entered the war."®

In 1920, in contrast to 1982, it was the feminists whose arguments
and appeals to democratic principles and fairness were best known and
most compellingly presented to the public. Their parades had won the
public’s attention; their war work had won the nation’s gratitude; and
their argument that the extension of the vote to women was the necessary
next step in the evolution of democracy had won much popuilar support.
The suffragists” most formidable argument was summed up by a cartoon
that appeared on the cover of the Congressional Union’s weekly publi-
cation The Suffragist in 1914. 1t depicts Uncle Sam pointing a revolver at
a well-diressed woman above a caption that reads “1t’s woman this, and
woman that, and woman go away, But “its please deliver Miadain,” when
there’s Income Tax to pay.”*®This same theme of taxation without
representation was echoed in Elorence Bayard Hilless testimony before
the Delaware legisladure that year. She noted that although she owiied a
large farm south of New Castle, she had no voice in choosing its assessor,
while her illiserate and penniless black servant “simply because he is a
man can vote to say who shall assess my property.”®

Mis. Hilles thus had cleverly managed to incorporate into her state-
ment the concepts of both democratie justice and racism. In Delaware,
as in Maryland and other former slave siates, discussions of woinan
suffrage invariably came down (o race. Many Democrats in Delaware, as
in Wylmﬁd believed that extension of the ballot to black woiien would
result in a bigger vote for the G.O.P. and that any expansion of the

18 Mary Wilson Thompson to Hon. Harry E. Clendaniel, Jan. 17, 1919, in Weman
Suffrage Box, HSD.

19 Moniing Xei's, Mar. 26, 1920.

2 The Siiffiigisi, Apr. 11, 1914. Florence Bayard Hilles’s copies are in the newspaper
collection of the HSD.

! Wilkmington Eveniing Jmimud, Jan. 21, 19)2%1. 1917
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suffrage through the pieeess of federal amendment was an unwarranted
blow to states’ rights. In 1920, Mabel Ridgeley of Dover, the president
of the Delaware Equal Suffrage Assoclation, tfied to stifle the states’
rights elaim with the statement that the outcome of the Civil War had
“rolled the stone on the sepuleher of such dead argunmennts’BRiit
Delaware’s so-called “Southern exposure” remained one of several seri-
ous obstacles to the suffragists.

In retiespect, the reasons behind the defeat of the suffrage amend-
ment In Delaware seem clear. The amendment had been eaught in the
crossfire of factional contentions that were beyond the control of the
suffragists and their most powerful political supportets. Carrie Chapman
Catt, president and master political strategist of the N.AW.S.A., ana-
lyzed the situation in detail in her post-victory book entitled Woman
Suffrage and Polidics, The Inner Story of the Suffrage WMovement® I spite of
Delaware’s Republican majority and Governor Townsend’s support, she
had discovered that the party was split into warring camps that refused
to cooperate, even when the good of Republicans nationally was at stake.
This discordance was further exacerbated by the political and sectional
controversy surrounding the staie’s recently enacted school code, a
reforén measure initiated by Pierre S. du Pont. The new school code
increased taxes and imposed state-controlled public education on unwill-
ing rural people. 1t was especlally resented in Sussex County. Daniel
Layton, the leader of the Sussex dissidents, was a polltical maveriek
whose antlpathy toward outside interference into the affairs of his county
was so great that when he was deputy attorney general he had condoned
a rlot in Georgetown in opposition io a state-mandated innoculation
program durlng a smallpox epidtemdt: Liayton’s faction particularly
resented du Pont’s involverent in publie-school reforis and was deter-
mined to prevent further incursions by rlch outsiders into traditional
local rights and poners’®

This was the turbulent political sifuation when Governor Townsend
called the General Assembly into special session for the last, greatest,
and most colorful suffiage battle in Delawate’s history. 1t was the only
session ever held in Dover that captured the aftention of the entire
nation. Local politicians called the spectacle the “war of the roses”
because each side furnished boutonnieres in ifs color (o supporters:
yellow jonquils for the “suffs,” as they were familiarly called, and red
roses, the syimbol of chivalry, for the “antis.”

As suffirage congenders from all over the nation descanded on Dover,
Wilkiiglon newsnaparmen were astonished at the transformation of the
stafe copital from a dleepy simall town “into a metropolls of men and

2 Mubel Ridgely ¢o John G. Townsend, Feb. 28, 11920, Woman Sufffrage Box, HSD.

3 Carrie Chapman Cadt and Nettie Rogers Stuler, Womaen Suffrage and Politics, The
Inner Stom\ afithe Suffrage Movement (New York, 1926).

2 Willmingstom KiidivEvening, Feb. 16, 1920.

2 Dedimnarrvia i, Felb. 8, 1920,
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wommen seething with thelr respective doetrines. 1t burned in their eyes
and filled the air with a sweet ifcense from their yellow and red roses.”?
Hotels and restaurants overflowed and the old State House on Dever
Green “fairly groaned under its burden of interested humanity.’?’
Governor Townsend’s opening message to the special session contained
a trenchant endorsement of the propesed Nineteenth Amendment.
“Woman’s suffrage,” he reminded the legislators, “‘has been a subject of
public discussion for over half a century. 1t is not an agitation of the
moment. The right of equal franchise has been granted and exercised
with success in several states for years. It is not a theory or untried
experiment.””*The governiof, believing that those women who dld ret
wish to vote should not stand in the way of these who did, called on the
assembly to recognize its responsibility. “Your supreme duty is to think
and act for the good of your state and nation—and the influence of
woman is for good. The eyes of a nation rest upoen you.”?®

The suffragists had canvassed the legiskature and were optimistic,
although they admitted to being eight votes short. But, as a local suffrage
leader later wrote, “all looked so favorable that the women were little
prepared for the weeks of intrigue and double dealing into which they
were thrust. . ..’ On March 25 both sides presenited their arguments
to a packed audience in an atmosphere of fevered excitement. Elorence
Bayard Hilles, Mabel Ridgely, and Garrie Chapman Catt were the main
speakers for the “suffs” and Mary Wilson Thompson and Emily P. Bissell
for the “antls.”

With the outecome so uncertain and the debate so rancorous, tempers
got short and both sides resorted to coercive tacties. One “anti” called
Carrie Chapman Catt a Bolsheviik®" The “suffs,” for their part, resorted
to kidnapping the chairman of the committee charged with presenting
the suffrage amendment on the floor of the House in order to prevent
a vote they knew they would lose, spirlting him off in Mrs. Hilles’s
powerful automobile. Mrs. Thompson, livid with rage at this triek,
tracked the beleaguered man down and browbeat him into signing a
proxy statement empowering her to act on his behalf should he again
mysteriously disapgeai®? In addition to unrelenting lobbying by the
representatiives of the itwo sides, the legislators were besieged by tele-

% Morning New’s, Mar. 26, 1920.

¥ Morning News, Mar. 26, 1920.

%8 State of Delaware, Yonrral of the House of Representatives, 97th General Assembly,
Special Session, 1920, 19.

2 House Journal, 1920, 19.

% Mary R. de Vou, “Delaware,” a typewritten, annotated copy of material sent for
inclusion in chap. 7 of vol. 6 of The History of Woman Suffrage, ed. by Ida Husted Harper.
The de Vou ms. is to be found in the Delaware Equal Suffrage Association Folder,
Historical Society of Delaware (hereafter D.E.S.A. Folder, HSD).

* Morning Xoui6, Jam. 20, 1920.

2 Higgins, ed., “Thommpson Memoir,” 254.
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majerity of the Delaware legislature, suffragists set up a speakers” platform on
the Green and decorated the trees with banners of purple, gold and white; from
The Sujftagist, May 1920.

grams from interested peeple all over the country, including President
Wilsen, who begged his fellow Democrats to support the amendment.
The suffragists also brought President Eamon de Valera of the Irish
Free State to Dever. De Valera pleaded in vain with the recalcitrant
Irish-American delegates from Wilaington, who refused to budge from
their oppesition beeause they linked suffrage with hated Prohibition.
Indeed, the suffragists believed that the bulk of their opponents were
either “wets” or iools of the Pennsylvania Railroad, which strongly
epposed the measure because enlarging the electorate would render it
more difficult for the company to influence legislative action?®

On April 1 the bill was finally presented to the House, which rejected
it by a vete of 28 to 9. Mrs. Thompson was hoisted up on a chair amidst
wild cheering from her supporters. The vote, however, proved to be but
a skirmish in a larger war. That same day Alfred 1. du Pont, owner of
the Wilimington Morning News and leader of one of the principal Repub-
lican factions, endorsed suffigge™ The suffragists themselves immedi-
ately began a blitz-like educational campaign in Sussex County, where
every representative had voted against them. On April 20 when the
Republicans held their siate convention in Dover, the suffragists were
out in force. “The entire town was agog with the suffrage doctrine,” the

% De Vou ms., D.E.S.A. Folder, HSD. The claim that liquor and business interests
ebstructed weman suffrage was commonly made throughout the country. See Eleanor
Flexner, Century nf Sfivggle (Cambridge, Mass., 1975), 307-9.

%1 Maniiug Xwiis, Apr. 2, 1920.
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Morming News Informed Its readeis. “Its purple, white and gold banneis
bedecked autom@biks. . . windows, and flag staffs.”*® The suffragiisis
capped the day with a parade of “suffrage chlldren” mounted on ponies
and bicyeles of pulled in cars. Amid such hoopla the Republican dele-
gates unanimously adopted a resolution calllng on the leglslatiire to raiify
the amendment.

When the legislature reconvened on May 5, the Senate voted 11 to 6
In faver of ratitication. The suffragists, still uncertain of overturning
their earlier defeat in the House, again tfied to postpone a vote. John E.
“Bull” McNabb, a repiesentaliive from Wilmington, assaulted the suf-
fragists on the House floor for delaying the vote, “using freely the words
‘bribery,’ ‘eajoling,’ ‘threats,” and much profanity,” while, according to
a pro-suffrage source, Mrs. Thompson ‘“kept ealling out encouragement
to him” until ordered to stop'® Mrs. Thompson later deseribed “Bull”
McNabb as “a splendid man, honest and staufich.”** MeNabb’s side lost
on that occasion, for the Assembly did agree to adjourn until May 17.

When that day came it brought the crescendo of the ratification
siruggle. Both sides pulled out all the stops. “This was the most exeiting
day we had,” Mrs. Thompson later recallledi”® The three most influential
du Pent eousins, Pierre S., T. Coleman, and Alfred I.—enee partners in
The Du Pont Company but more recently estranged—all came to Dover
to urge every Republican legistaior to vote for suffrage. 1n the center of
the Dover Green the suffragists set up a speaker’s platform decorated
with their colors from which Mabel Vernon, Florence Bayard Hilles, and
others addressed the crowds that had gathered to witness the final act of
the drama. For the suffragists the end came with the proverbial whimper.
They managed to postpone defeat for two weeks, but it finally came on
June 2, 1920, when the House of Representatives voted 24 to 10 agairist
bringing ratification of the amendment to a voie® Amid jubilant cheers
from the anti-suffragists, Mirs. Thompson was once again hoisted into
the air in the State House and was then set down and photographed for
the newspapers bearing a large bouquet of red roses. Soon afier she gave
a luncheon for all the members of the legidliaiure who had voted against
ratification, with Representatlve Walder E. Hart of Townsend, the kidnap
vietim, as guest of honor. Since he had veied in favor of ratification both
times the quesiion had come up, ihe occasion must have been discom-
forting fior him.

The suffragists were disgppoiied but noi discouraged. Mirs. Ridgely
told the press that “off course the faillure o ratify is a fearful disappeind-
ment. Buk it really is only a brieff delay.”*®The Suffragist apologetically

5 Monihig Xews, Apr. 21, 1920.

% De Vou ms., D.ES.A. Foldier, HSD.

* Higgins, ed., “Thompson Memaiir,” 255.
*¢ Higgins, ed., “Thompson Memiir,” 255.
* House Jounidl, 260.

0 Mrreing Xral®, Jun. 3, 1920.

-

st —nar=mates aammmam——t ettt e




WOMAN SUFFRAGE CAMPAIGN 167

described Delavuare as a quaint backwader, wiih its colonial Green and
ancient State House, too old fashioned to accept such a progressive
reforin.*! A Wormen’s Party supporier wrote that “this accumulation of
historic atmosphere added its subtle weight to the regret of the suffragists
when Delaware failed them.”* The first state to ratify the constitution
was not to be the state to put the Nineteenth Amendinent over the top.
As soon as the cause was lost in Delaware, the suffragists shifted their
focus to another border state, Tennessee, where after a similarly ex-
hausting campaign they were finally rewarded with vietory on August
18, 1920.

A% ?- 7 4 . v, s ’ ,
Figure 7. Cartoon depicting Delaware as a country bumpkin blocking the
suffrage coalition, from The Sufffragist, May 1920.

# The Sujffiagist, jum. 1920.
12 Inez Haynes lewin, T Story of the Women'’s Pariy (New York, 1921), 443.



During the 19203, Blanche Stubbs was active n Republican Party politics. both
nzdenally anc localy, and seived as stale chairman of the black-led National
Republican Worren's Auxilary Comrmittes, in addition, she attended at least one
Pan-African Congross in New York (in 19271 As NAACP branch Vice-Prezident, she
and ner husband fwha chaired the Exacutive Committee) worked wilh | ewis A.
Hediding and his son Louis |orenzo Fedding, & Hereard Lew School graduate who
necame the first Aftican American admitied to the Delaware bar, in citorts to mitigars
the: rautine humiliations of segregation, In 1425, the group sdcoessiully kept lacai
[hesters from screening the racist film "The Birth of a Nation." In 1827, in ner
capacily as dirsclor of the Ganalt Settlernent Faise, she lodged a fonal complainl
with wilrmington's Park Gormmigzion aver an incident that occurred when she took a
grouw of her students, agad three to bvalve, 1o use playgrolind eguipment at & loeal
park. They weie denied acceas. Her action sparkad & majer NAACP-led protest
againg segregation in pridlkc parks. inlater years, her caughtsr Jean Stubbs
Jamison, as pregdent of the NAACP's Wilmington branch, led the effort to integrate
sl of Delawarg's nublic accommodations.

Alongside public aceonplishments, the post-suffrage decades brought personal
sorrows. Betwesn 1918 and 1931, ning of hor remaining siblings disct in 1935 her
husbana died of praureonia at age B7. It 1947, her sen, Frederick Douglass
Stubhs, a highw regarded Philadelpnia thoracic surgeon, died at age 4%, A
yWimington elernentary school, dedicaied in 1953, beats his niame. She continued
her work ag directcr of the Garrett Sedisrment until it closed i 1949, Blanche Suibbs
took ill and died on March 11, 1952, at the home of her daughter Jean Jamiscn in
Yilmingzon, Tzllowing her eighticth birthday dinner celebration. She and har teo
daughlers. -Jean and hor sigter Elizabeth Stubbs Davis, an anthropological
resgarcher and teachar— had just returmes rom a sruise to Central and South
Arnerica. Along with her dzughters, she was stirdved by her voungest brother Hugo,

Afher desth, Banchs Willams Stubbs was eulogized as one of the most prominent
waomen in Wilmington's Adizan American cormmunity. Her broad cammitment to

soaial justice and her assooiations with Emma Belle Gibson Sykes, Alice Baldwin

and Alice Dunbar-Nelson bore fruit in women's Clubis, women's sufirage, and
NAACP activities in her adopted cily. For her work and contributions 1o the civic life
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Biographical sketch of Blanche Williams Stubbs

Biographical Database of Black Woman Suffragists

Biography of Blanche Williams Stubbs, 1872-1952

Carol A. Scott
Undergraduate student, University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware
Edited by Anne M, Boylan, University of Delaware
Blanche Williams Stubbs was born in Wisconsin, on February 29, 1872, the tenth child (of fifteen) and eighth
daughter of John Ebenezer Williams and Elizabeth Bisland [variously spelled)]. John E. and Elizabeth B.
williams, both of whom had been born in Pennsylvania, moved the family to Wisconsin and lilinois before
settling in Marquette, on Michigan's Upper Peninsula, which became the family home. John Williams
prospered as a barber, an occupation that provided opportunities unavailable to African American men in
other arenas. Among Blanche Williams's siblings, one brother and two sisters followed their father into the
barbering /hairdressing field; others pursued training in nursing, dentistry, master plumbing, and teaching,
Tragedy struck the family in 1887 when Blanche was fifteen years old; her fifty-two-year-old mother died of
cancer. Elizabeth Williams was buried in the family plot at Park Cemetery in Marquette. The following year,
John E. Williams was remarried in Chicago to a Virginia widow, Neeton A. Perry; by 1900 they were living in
Philadelphia, along with his two youngest sons. John Williams died in Montreal in 1911 and was buried in
Marguette.
Blanche Williams entered Howard University in Washington, D.C., graduating in 1892. Upon graduation, she
settled in Wilmington, Delaware, to teach at The Howard School. It seems likely that the school's renowned
principal, Edwina Kruse, a stern educator of Puerto Rican and German ancestry, who was widely revered for
her rigorous standards, had recruited her. In Washington and in Delaware, Blanche Williams would have had
her first encounters with legal segregation and the perverse inequalities it imposed. Wilmington's Howard
School, which had been founded by the Delaware Association for the Moral Improvement and Education of
Colored People, a group organized by whites in 1866, was, by the 1890s, black-run and the first Delaware
school to provide a full curriculum to Black students. It offered the only four-year high school course for
African Americans in the entire state. Blanche Williams taught at the school for over five years, resigning
shortly after marrying ]. Bacon Stubbs of Spotsylvania County, Virginia, in December, 1897. Undoubtedly the
couple had met at Howard University, as |.B. Stubbs earned his medical degree there. During their marriage,
which lasted until his death in 1935, Blanche W. Stubbs bore three children: Jeanette (Jean) (later Jamison);
Elizabeth (Liddie) (later Davis); and Frederick Douglass Stubbs,
Blanche Stubbs's activism was broad, deep, and life-long. In 1912, she and her husband joined with other
African American Wilmingtonians, including Howard High School teacher Alice Ruth Moore Dunbar, to found
the Garrett Settlement House, named for the city's famed abolitionist leader, Thomas Garrett. Incorporated in
1913, with a building at Seventh and Walnut Streets, a short walk from the Stubbs family home at 827 Tatnall
Street, the settlement was the only such agency serving the city's African American community. Its offerings
included a kindergarten and playground; domestic science, art, and music classes; athletic training; lectures
on African American history; and meeting spaces. Blanche Stubbs became the settlement's first director and
served in that capacity until 1949, when her church, St. Matthew's Episcopal Church, took over the work and
erected a new building on the site. Along with her husband, she was an early and consistent supporter of the
Wilmington Branch of the NAACP, chartered in 1915. Like other educated African Amevican women of her
era, Blanche Stubbs devoted time to women's club work, providing leadership to the City Federation of
Colored Women. In 1916, she presided over a meeting of several local clubs at the Garrett Settlement House



which resulted in the creation of the Delaware Federation of Colored Women's Clubs, an affiliate of the
National Association of Colored Women (NACW). She became the Delaware Federation's first president,
During her two-year term, the numbey of affiliated clubs increased significantly and membership grew to 250.
The Federation focused its work on the needs of African American youth; in 1919, it founded the Delaware
Industrial School for Colored Girls.

Blanche Stubbs's suffrage activism emerged from within this matrix of community engagement, concern
about African American children's education, interest in racial uplift, opposition to racially discriminatory
policies, involvement in women's clubs, and efforts to advance the status and rights of African Americans. By
the time she attended the organizational meeting of the Wilmington Equal Suffrage Study Club in March,
1914, at the home of Emma Belle Gibson Sykes, a co-communicant at St. Matthew's Episcopal Church and a
teacher at Howard High School, Blanche Stubbs was part of a dense network of activist women in her adopted
city. Other founding members included the club's president, Alice Ruth Moore Dunbar, Alice G. Baldwin, Nellie
Nicholson {later Taylor), and Caroline Williams—all of them teachers at Howard High School. When
Delaware's suffragists organized Wilmington's first mass suffrage parade on May 2, Blanche Stubbs served as
marshal for the "colored” section, which marched separately from white suffragists. Not long after, in early
June 1914, the club announced, in addition to its semi-monthly meetings, a series of lectures on the topic of
suffrage and "questions of municipal, state, national, and internaticnal interest,” the first of which co nsidered
"The World Wide Woman Movement and What It Means to the Negro.”

Blanche Stubbs voiced her views on black women's suffrage in several ways, most notably in a lengthy letter
published in the Wilmington Evening fournal on February 23, 1915. At the time, the state legislature was
debating an amendment to the state constitution that would have enfranchised Delaware's women (the state
did not formally disfranchise black men, despite its segregation laws). Addressing the editor’s assumptions
about African American voters’ loyalty to the Republican Party, an assumption shaping the debate, Stubbs
reviewed the history of that loyalty, and argued that "the vote of the colored women cannot be counted on as
an asset to any one party." Black women, she insisted, might be Democrats or Republicans, and held opinions
"just as diversified as those of the white women," with whom they had been "joining hands ... in every reform
movement" since 1848, Revealing her own assumptions about class differences between whites and blacks
and among African Americans, she contended that a black woman's "vote is not half so great a menace to the
country as that of the poor, illiterate immigrant women who have not been reared under our flag and
constitution, and with our language and customs their birthright.” The editor should "study ... [N]egro women
as a whole, not simply one class, and that the lowest, before making any more prophecies.” In July, 1916, as
the Congressional Union (CU) was recruiting ward-level suffrage supportin Wilmington, she cpened the
Garrett Settlement House for CU's use and presided over an organizing meeting. Later, on June 3, 1920, one
day after the Delaware State Legislature had refused to ratify the Nineteenth Amendment, she scheduled a
public lecture at the settlement house on "The Equality of Men and Women."

During the 1920s, Blanche Stubbs was active in Republican Party politics, hoth nationally and locally, and
served as state chairman of the black-led National Republican Women's Auxiliary Committee. In addition, she
attended at least one Pan-African Congress in New York (in 1927}, As NAACP branch Vice-President, she and
her husband (who chaired the Executive Committee) worked with Lewis A. Redding and his son Louis
Lorenzo Redding, a Harvard Law School graduate who became the first African American admitted to the
Delaware bar, in efforts to mitigate the routine humiliations of segregation. In 1925, the group successfully
kept local theaters from screening the racist film "The Birth ofa Nation." In 1927, in her capacity as director

of the Garrett Settlement House, she lodged a formal complaint with Wilmington's Park Commission over an



incident that occurred when she took a group of her students, aged three to twelve, to use playground
equipment at a local park. They were denied access. Her action sparked a major NAACP-led protest against
segregation in public parks. In later years, her daughter Jean Stubbs Jamison, as president of the NAACP's
Wilmington branch, led the effort to integrate all of Delaware's public accommodatiors.

Alongside public accomplishments, the post-suffrage decades brought personal sorrows. Between 1919 and
1931, nine of her remaining siblings died; in 1935 her husband died of pneumonia at age 67. In 1947, her son,
Frederick Douglass Stubbs, a highly regarded Philadelphia thoracic surgeon, died at age 41. A Wilmington
elementary school, dedicated in 1953, bears his name. She continued her work as director of the Garrett
Settlement until it closed in 1949, Blanche Stubbs took ill and died on March 11, 1952‘, at the home of her
daughter Jean Jamison in Wilmington, following her eightieth birthday dinner celebration. She and her two
daughters—Jean and her sister Elizabeth Stubbs Davis, an anthropological researcher and teacher—had just
returned from a cruise to Central and South America. Along with her daughters, she was survived by her
youngest brother Hugo.

At her death, Blanche Williams Stubbs was eulogized as one of the most prominent women in Wilmington's
African American community. Her broad commitment to social justice and her associations with Emma Belle
Gibson Sykes, Alice Baldwin and Alice Dunbar-Nelson bore fruit in women's clubs, women's suffrage, and
NAACP activities in her adopted city. For her work and contributions to the civic life of Wilmington, she was
honored by the Alumni Associaticn at Howard University in June 1951.

Sources::

Biographical details for Blanche Williams Stubbs and her family can be traced through decennial censuses
and city directories, as well as birth and death records available via Ancestry.com and familysearch.org, and
African American newspapers, particularly the St. Paul {Minnesota) Appeal, the New York Age and the
Chicago Defender. A descendant maintains a genealogy with family photos

at https://www.geni.com/people/Florence-Blanche-
Williams/6000000009038630483?through=6000000009038223110

An obituary appeared in the Wilmington fournal-Every Evening, March 12, 1952. The papers of the
wilmington Branch of the NAACP, available on microfilm, contain information on her membership and on the
1927 protest over segregated parks. Her correspondence with W.E.B. DuBois in the 1920s, some of which has
been digitized, can be found in DuBois's papers at the University of Massachusetts. The diary of Alice Ruth
Moore Dunbar-Nelson, Give Us Each Day, ed. Gloria T. Hull (New York: W.W. Norton, 1984), covering the years
1921 to 1931, includes details on the Stubbs and Jamison families. Dunbar-Nelson was particularly close to
Jean Stubbs Jamison and her husband Dr. Francis T. {"Juice”) Jamison. For her role as first president of the
Delaware Federation of Colored Women's Clubs, see Elizabeth Lindsay Davis, Lifting as They

Climb (Washington, DC: National Association of Colored Women, 1933), 120-23. Blanche and J. Bacen
Stubbs's wills can be found at the office of the New Castle County Register of Wills office, Wilmington,
Delaware; wills #31B87 and #31B94. Copies and some associated documents are in the papers of Allison
Davis, Blanche Stubbs's son-in-law, at the University of Chicago Library.

Newspaper articles chronicling her activist commitments include "Garrett Settlement,” Wilmington Morning
News, June 26, 1913, p. 3; "Negro Women to Study Suffrage,” ibid., March 21, 1914, p. 2; "Suffrage Parade
Striking Success,” Sunday Morning Star, May 3, 1914, pp. 1, 23; and "Clash over Use of City Playfields,” Evening
Journal, August 4, 1927, pp. 1, 11. For Blanche W. Stuhbs’s letter to Editor of the Wilmington Evening fourndl,
see the misleadingly-titled "Many Anti-Suffragists among Colored Women,"” February 23, 1915,p.6
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Historical Marker Application

Proposed Marker Information (required info is in red)

Date of Application: J11/26/2019 j

Suggested Marker Topic:

[Women's Suffrage March

Preferred Location (Please provide the exact address or GPS Coordinates):

ilmington Train Station (or vicinity)

Town: [Wilml'ngtun j County: [T\Ev Castle County E]
The reason this location was chosen: Property Information
This location had twao significant events that occured p bI? P vate P )
lat it during the suffrage movement. oTlc of rivate Property:
LPublic Property ]

Owner’s Permission {if private):

[ ]

Your Contact Information

Full Name: Phone Number:

Connor Graham 3027445019

Email Address: Organization (if applicable):
connor.graham@delaware, gov Delaware Public Archives
Street Address:

121 MLK Ir. Blvd. North

City: ﬁ“ﬂ‘ ] State: Zipcode:

Please complete both sections found on Page 2 of this application before submitting.
Incomplete applications will not be reviewed or considered.

Funding Statement

Historical markers are funded on an individual basis by local legislators. Financial support
must be obtained from a local Senator or Representative after the marker application has been
approved by the Delaware Public Archives. Once support is gained, the legislator will notify
the Archives and we will move forward with the production of a marker.

DPA Office Use Only

Date Received: | Approved by: I |
Date Approved: |
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121 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. N | Dover, DE 19901 | (302) 744-5000

Historical Marker Application Supplemental Information

Please include or attach the following information

1. Statement of Significance
On an attached sheet or document or in the text box below, please explain in a thorough
but concise typed staternent why the proposed subject is important and why it should be
commemorated with a marker. Please refer to the guidelines and criteria when writing your
statement.

his locaticon is significant to the women's suffrage movement in Delaware for two reasons, It was the site
where the Delaware Women's Suffrage parade began. It was also the place where Delaware women embarked
on their trip to Washington D.C. to participate in the national march.

Omn an attached sheet or document or in the text box below, please provide a typed list of
relevant facts, notes, and/or information pertaining to the proposed marker subject. Please
include citations to the resources you used to research this topic, This information will be
helpful in researching and writing the marker text. Please note: DPA staff will edit proposed
marker text to conform to research and format standards, including space limitations.

Women's Suffrage March: May 2, 1914 a suffrage parade took place in Wilmington beginning at the train
station at French and Front Streets and lead north along Market strest to the old NCC Courthouse, present site
of Rodney Square. This site was also where the Silent Sentinals would embark on their trip to Washington D.C.
to picket the White House,

Save & Email, Print, or Clear this form:

Save for Email Print Clear
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