
OLD FORT UNION AMERICAN METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

In 1813 a group of African-American Methodists led by 
Peter Spencer formed an independent denomination that 
came to be known as the African Union Church. It was the 
first incorporated religious body in the United States 

controlled entirely by African Americans. Early meetings of 
the Christiana Bridge congregation were likely held at 

private residences until 1850, when a brick structure was 
built for worship. In 1854 the group was formally 
incorporated as the African Union Church of Christiana 
Bridge. Shortly thereafter, a denominational leadership 
dispute resulted in the separation of some member churches. 

The Christiana Bridge congregation followed leaders into a 
new denomination, and 1n 1868 they were formally 
incorporated as the Union American Church of Christiana. 
In the late 19th century the existing house of worship was 
moved from its original location. The congregation 
disassembled the structure and rebuilt it on property 

purchased from Louis Taylor. In 1898, the church was 
re-incorporated as the Union American Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Christiana. When the mortgage was burned, "Old 
Fort" was added to the church name to commemorate the 
faithfulness of the congregation. In 1983 Old Fort DAME 
was added to the National Register of Historic Places as part 
of the White Clay Creek Hundred Multiple Resource Area. 
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ST A Tf OF OE LA WA Rf 
DEPARlMENT OF ST ATf 

OF HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
DIVISION 

OLD STATE HOUS[ • THE GREEN• DOVER• 19901 

BUREAU OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND 

HISTORIC PRESERV-" TION 

January 16, 1984 

Union A.M.E. Church 
c/o Rev. James S. Matthews 
32 North Old Baltimore Pike 
Christiana, DE 19702 

Dear Rev. Matthews: 

(302) 736-561\S 

I am pleased to inform you that on August 19, 1983, the Old Fort Church was 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places. This action was taken by 
the United States Department of the Interior in response to our nomination of 
the property. 

By this action, the Old Fort Church is recognized as possessing unusual signifi
cance to the history of White Clay Creek. Beyond the recognition itself, inclu
sion in the National Register assures that this office will review all federal 
projects to determine any effect that they may have on the property. Further, 
all National Register sites are eligible for federal historic preservation 
grants-in-aid when federal funds are available, and income-producing properties 
are eligible for certain tax incentives for historic preservation. 

We enclose a certificate attesting to the National Register status of your pro
perty. If you have further questions about the program, please let me know. 

Sincerely yours, 

J)~~ 
Daniel R. Griffith 
Chief, Bureau of Archaeology & 
Historic Preservation 

Enclosure (certificate) 



LANDS NOF AUMF CEMETERY 
Route 7 & School Bell Road 
New Castle County, Delaware 

Report on remaining gravestones 

On October 19 9 I mered he A MF emet r fi r the purp e f inspecting the 
remaining gravesites and to document the condih n and location of th e remaining 
grave . I ti und p ibl , 1 I different headst n.e in arious nditions. fo\10w are 
descriprion and pi tu:re of my finding . 

Grave #1- Headstone reads STEPHEN GALE 
1801-1875 

The headstone is in good condition. 
The burial plot has either been dug up or has eroded into itself. 



Cir.we #2- Headstone is Unknown 
I-leadslone is lying on rhe grouml in solid shape . 

No burial plot noted . Co vered by hei:!VY hrush. 

Grave #3- Headstone Initial read S. S. 
The headstone is embedded into ground halfway. 
A mall chip of other grave stone lying near by. 

No burial mound detected. 



PROGRAM 
DEDICATION OF 

A DELAWARE STATE HISTORIC MARKER 

COMMEMORATING THE ORIGINAL 

AFRICAN UNION METHODIST EPISCOPAL 

(AUME) CEMETERY FOR OLD FORT UAME CHURCH 

INTERSECTION OF DELAWARE ROUTE 7 

AND SCHOOL BELL ROAD, BEAR, 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY, DELAWARE 

Saturday, September 12, 2020, 10:00 a. m. 



Site of African Union Church and Cemetery 

The African Union Church (AUC) of Christiana Bridge 

built a wood-framed church on this site in 1819. The 

AUC was the first incorporated religious group in the 

country controlled entirely by African Americans. 

The congregation replaced the structure with a brick 

church in 1850. The church relocated in 1897. Members 

disassembled the church and transported bricks to the 

new location. They used the bricks to rebuild the church, 

which later became known as Old Fort Union American 

Methodist Episcopal Church. The congregation's first 

cemetery remained at the original church site, where 

eleven burials were recorded. The last burial occurred in 

1881. 

Delaware Public Archives- 2020 

Historic Marker Dedication 
African Union Methodist Episcopal (AUME) Cemetery 

Saturday, September 12, 2020- 10:00 a.m. 

Introductions 
Dr. Carmen A. Jordan-Cox 

Prayer 
Rev. Donald F. Harris, Pastor 

Old Fort Union American Methodist Episcopal (UAME) Church 

Welcome 
Mr. Richard W. Lewis, Board President 

Old Fort UAME Church 

Greetings 
Bishop Charles L. Amos 

Union American Methodist Episcopal Conference 

History of the AUME Cemetery 
Mr. Myron Neal, Church Steward 

Old Fort UAME Church 

Remarks 
The Hon. David B. McBride, 

President Pro Tempore, Delaware State Senate 
Senator, 13th Senatorial District 

Official Dedication and Unveiling of Marker 
Mr. Stephen Marz, Director 
Delaware Public Archives 
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Unlt•d lt•t•• Department of th• Interior 
N11t1onat Par1c Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
Contlrwllon ._ Item number 

lHVE?lT·:>RY FOR.1.1: t,,,11ITE CLAY CREEK HUUDRED MULTIPLE ru:sotmcE AnEA 

9, A. Propertx., ?lMe: Old Fort Church (?l-5276) 
North Old Balti~ore Pike 
Christiat1a. Delnvnre 

li. LazatJon nnd Verbal Foundary Des~r!Rtiop: 

Pi99 l 

Old T"rt. Church is lc,catcd on the veat side or Old Bal Ucore Pikt- betveeu 
Dell\\.'8J't' Rc1.1t.e 273 anll Brown's Lone, The site is almost di:reeUy o.cross frori 
the Junction vith Ba1ard Road, the building sits on an L~shaped 0.38 acre 
piu·~el that fronts 60 feet on Old Bal di:iore Pik~ and has u ttri.:d~·..t!i1 depth or 
227 .L feet.. (1982 1ie'W Co~tle Count)· Property Tax Maps; Mop rlt::rber 9-30. 3, 
Parcel 17). 

UTM Reference: 18/41.31430/1'3~0690 
t1.fl.o.s. Qu!ldr.~nsle: Nevnrk East, Del. 

c. evnert Ur.ion A. H, E. Church 
c./o Rev. Jame, s. Mattheva 
32 Horth Old Baltimore rike 
Chr1stinnn, Del~~nr~ 19702 

I 

Old Fort Chw-eb ia a one etory. gBble-roofed brick stru~ture _that wmn constructed 
in 18~7.· lta three bny by three bny rectangular 1 sable.front plan rests on a 
brla\ fetmd11tt0n ~1t~ a .r!Jll b~aement below. The exterior vnlla are laid in eJx 
-~?~jru coc=~n bond, vhU r-.'•thf?' gables nrei 11he1.1thed vt th various types of decora• 
the vood shint;.l.es pa.in' .. ~d d&r~ sr~en. The shingles 11lternate haxasonnl t pointed 
and round butts eveey t.\lree xove. T!le .tt:nln de~orative reo.ture or the building, 
hovever-, h the modlrit-d lmii:et .. type v!ndovs that Ulumlnate the main bloak. 
These viudovs 11rc: cor:1p01:1ed or r+aindurd dx-over-aix tai:ih v1n:10\IB with trh.nsular 
trannoltS above. The ohuttere hive been rer:ioved from these windo\lB and 1ot1ctirne 
in the enrly 1940•0 ato!ntd glnao punes vere inatall&d in the stx-ov~r-aix sunh. 
A ml~red arch two-over•tvo sash vlndow p!ercee the ra~bJe gabl~. The only 
ntructurnl ~hnnges Jn thQ bufldJng have been th~ addtticn of u brick, gnbl~
roofcd vesttbul~ on the rnced~ Md M annex on the re~r. 

A cenetery 1.hitt vas cret1ted nrter 1897 h l<,eatr.d to the reu.r er t.he Church. 

E, JustiftcatSon or Boundnriesi 

The boundaries chosen ror thia 1'uildtns hove bcHm set at lhe prcperty linen or 
the legal pared on "h!ch 1 t atAndG. 'I'ht" po.reel 1s bounded t:y coderu 
rl'l'oidenlhl dev~lopr.-.tmt on the north. vest, amt south. nnd \iy t\ bui;y roo.d on 
tha enst.. 

-



United St■t•a Department of th• lnterlar 
Nalfonat Park service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Contllultlon llhNt Item riumbar fl-5276 

I?M.:trrORY F.jRM: WHITE CLAY CHEO: JMWRED MJLTIPLE RESOURCE AREA 

F. Sir;nifi~ance: 

Old Fort Church is signtri~D.nt becau~~ it represents D.n a1peat of the contribu

tions of thl! black comr.iunlty to the history or White Cloy Cr~ek Hundred. Old 

Fort Church is eligible for the ?Tntionsl Regioter under criteria A end c, as lt 

ecbodies the distinctive characteristics or a typ9, period. or oethod of 

com1truction o.nll for itc anoe!htion vith l!vtmtn whkh a:nde a elgnirkant 

~ontribution to the broad patterns or the local Fnst. 
. . 

A Union Az::eriea.n Method:!ct Church v:ia built on Sc:hoolbell Road (in Christhn11 

Hundred.) near Chriatiana in 1819, and in 1850 n bric:k at.ruct.ure reph.Qed the 

0ricin11l frw:le one, By ·the 1B80 1 s the church ho.d grown substantially, Md 

sine~ nost of the tietibers lived in the VJllnge of Chr1stinnn B:ridge, a de£!1s!on 

vns J:18.~fo t\J znove the Church into the Villnce or Old Baltitnvre J>ike ner1r the 

crest . or the hill. In 1897., the Church v11s dismantled• t.he br1cku vere trnns

ported to the ne11 site by h~rae lllld wagon where the- vom,m ve~hed the bricks 

and the men roQS&embled the Church. Since there la no docun.entary evidenco 

describins· the Church befort! the move, it is not J-.novn ir it 'WfUi reassembled 

exactl}· in its originnl fi:>rrn. In the early nineteenth century the name of 

the Church vas chW1ged frog ChristiQnn U, A, H. E. Church to Old Fort U. A. 

M. E. Church, Thia oc<:t1.rred at n cerc.mony for the burntns or the morte!ige at 

which the coner~cat1on d~cided that hnving nurrered and yet utill having paid 

the debt faithf'Jlly, as n flock of Jcnua Chriat they vithed to be culled Old 

Fe-rt. 

For. irw.ny yearn 01,1 ·Fo:-t ·wf\s ;ererrr?d to an n "ramny church" becnuse i:iost or 

1 ts members i;ere 'related to the Ucnl fllir:aily by blood or marriage. Yi ve 

generations of Hcato have attended thin Church, h01,1e•1er, ot.her n:embers hnve 

Joined ·d~riug the l ost five ye1u·si. 
~. \ . . ... 

AlthOU
0

gh_\"1t in unclear hov iouoh 
1

change 01:!CUJ"red in the building vben it vau 

dismnnt.l°ed ond lll(?Ved, . ·1 t. can be safely assumed thnt. the Church followed t.he 

some b,i"aic: one. ctory,· gnble front plan thot Jt :does in ito curr~nt r~buUt 

ato.te. "Thi~ plnn bec~e a.lmoot t1tnndai_-d :f'or nm11ll aoneregn~1cns in th~ 
nineteenth century ihr·ou,;hout the . at.ate, 'I'lle dbt1not1 ve feature on Old 

tort thnt · octn it apnrt rrom the ·othcro, hov~v~r, is the stylized tY'Jle of 
loncl"t vindov tho.t wan uud. · While most ·cburchea of f,his pcrlod ea:1plny 

eJthcr· pointed-nrch snoh or elongated Dimh, Old rorl ul11t~cn _ntnnd~rd nlx

over-cix .uauh that are su1121~tmted by multl-ll~ht trianculo.r trnn~o~ lir,hto 

to give the effect of loneol ~1ndowu. Thin trentmnnt not cnly creatts n 

s~rikins d1rr~rcncc cofflparPd to other smo.11-~c~le ehu.rchco in the aren, but
ftlao providP.u u crentive solut!on t'or 11ehievfnt a jeaired styll! givon 

11mit~d Jn1JLerJn.1s. 

if 
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INft 

Unit.._ ltat•• Depattrrt•nt of the Interior 
Nallonal Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomi nation Form 
Contnauonat,wt l1tm numtMt 

INVE?lTOR'l FORM: WI'l'E CLAY CREEK lIUNDRED MULTIPLE RESOURCE AREA 

}evel or Si&1ificance: 

,_. 3 

Th~ level or sisnirican~e claimed ror the Old Fort Church is locnl. It has 
W1U2ual., ir not unique, r~atur~s vhich make it or int~rest to the arahttectural 
and sod al hiatory or the County as n vhol ~. 
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9. Oli! ••art Church (N-52 lb) 
N~w Castle Count~ Property 

Tax H4p, 1982 
Hap Na. 9-JO,J. Parcel 17 
S~ale 1 inch• 2UD rect I 

b 
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Uni't~ 'it■te■ DapartM•nt of Ille Interior 
N■tlon·,, ; Pi rte S.ivlol 

-
' · 

·• 
• 0 · ' .... I 

Na"tlciiiil Register of Historic Places 
. lai,f~ijJ~'J-Nomi~~~l~n For~ 

·• ---
• • '"i•""~• .. . .. ,, ,,"" )• 0 o ,•, I •/ • ~ - • • · • 

· -:.8".lnstructtone In How.lo Comp,.t• N1tlon1I lte,l•t•r Form• . Type all cnlrfea-comptttt 1pplfo1bt1 sactlon1 

•.1. Name 

~ -- ~--~·-·~: ... ~:- :· 
' lki4. t>;..J;.!,r.:( ~•~: " 

White Clay Creek Hundr!!!d 11.ultiple Resourot: Area (Pnrti&l. lnv~ntory: Historic an~ Architectural Pro2crtie~) 

2, Location 
attNt & numbtt :The Uninccrporated Area oi" White Cley Cr~ek Hundred !U, Mt for publlr;aUon 

,. 
c:ltt, town · · t:A vicinity ol 19'i!jlhiliiiirl1!fl_:_ID_l _ 

cDde · ·. l.O • · r:au11tv 

3.,--.-. Clasalff cation 
C■l..-,V . 
-dl~trlct 
..L. ttulldlng{1) 
_,tructure 

-•"· 

ownenhl, 
...:...JpubUc 
~prfv1t1 
-rioth . 
hltlle Ac~l1flh•" 

-aofeCl -'""°"" . NA _ INr~ con11dertd 

Mu.:Ltiple Reoourc~s 

ltatM1 . 
..JL occupltd 
..L· ur,occupled 
- WDf'k In prog~•· 
AccHtlllte 
.JL ytt: rHtrlc.tftl 
- y11: unrHtrleftd __:_ no . 

4. Owner of _!troperty 

, ctty. town . . NA .HA. wlclntty of 

?left· Castle. 

:,, ... "' u •• -L tvriculturt 
J.. commt,c:111 
--L !fflUCaUonel 
_ 1n11rtelntn11nl 
_ govtrnmtnt 
_ lndu,1rlIt 
...:...:. mlll1ary •· 

5 • .. Looatl,on .of L,aal · Description 
.. ,;. .. \· . . ' ... . ~; . 

c:ocft 002 

_ ·1~u11um 
__ park, 

.A- ;rival, rttfdtn" 

..x...: rtllglou, 
_. icltntlflc 
_ tr1n,port11lon 

· ··other: 

~"'°""• ~••tY ot dNd•, e1c. Nev Ca11tle County Rec~rder or Deed.I 
C • •• 

----------------

ltfNt I ftUMMf City/County Buildi~gt ~00 Trtnch S~rtet 

.. !!?r• town I 
. .. ·. W.ilti1ngt on 

·: · !i:.._Repr!••·n-■tion In Existing Surv•r• 
Delaware Cultural ~~source 

_1t1_1t_ .. c,..,1-rv5""e ... v ........ H .... -.-6_..2 .... 6"---------,... __ tt111 ttt.,,.rty bffn Mterrnlned et19tbte? ~ ,., ..L. no 
.,. 1952 

Bureau er Archeoloo and Hhtori~ PreaervaUon ,.,... ___ tt_Of'Y ___ f«_1_u_ri_n..,;:t_recof __ d_1 __ 0,_,1d___,;;;S __ ta,._t,....e:-ai;lt0""'µg.,..~--, .... T.u.b .... , ... o .... r .... ,c .. n, ... _____________ _ 

ctty. tow!!,_ ______ Do_v_er _______ _ at.wt• Pd aware -----
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' .u~,i~ ' I tal•• Dapartmet'l Df UN tniertor N1tlon1I P1'1l Serwlce 

( \, . 

: QMB NO. 1024•0018 
EXP. 

N■tlo·na.1 Registe, ·uf Historic Places lnvenl0!7 Nomination Form 
Cantlrullloft .,_ 

WHITE CLAY CREEK HUNDRED M'JLTlPLE RESOURCE An£4 

Ovners Lht 

l. 'nlomas Montgomery House (H ... 16011 

Mr. H. c. l.evan 
Ma.naser - Real Estate 
llelc,.rva Po\oer , Light Cor:ipany 
Post Office! Box 23.,, 
Wilr:lington, Dela~are 19899 

• . I f 

susM1rrE0 ·,oR 
D. OF £ •. OHL Y- :. 

OWNER c, l,E': 1 tON .FILED 
2. James Ste~art, Jr. 1 Houa,: (?l-4003} 

. . 
Chnrlcs Walther, Jr. 
563 Walther Road 
?levark, Delaware 19702 

3, . Chnrl~n Allen House (U~6755) 

Harvin and .Anna Hel"shberger 
85 5 Co.nae P.oad 
llevark, Dela,-:arc 19702 

14. Ju.es Steel House· (rl.6756) 

Albert L. Lackman 
1016 West Church Ro~d 
Ne~ark, Dela~nre 19711 

5. Thomae Phillips Mill Complex (N-6757) 
Dr. David Lamb , 
108 a.nd 712 Uo.tt1ngh6m iro&d 
Hcvark, Delaware 19711 

6. Andrev Kerr House (N-6186) 

·-1~. Kenneth J, Abbruz:ese 
812 tl.ktot, ~oaJ 
He\lark • Delaware 19711 

7. Head of. Cllristiana Preaby-ter1a.n Church (H•l25B) 
Rev. Richard Loringer 
1100 Ch!J.Tch ~oad . 
Ne~ark, Delaware 19711 

and 

. . . ~ . 
Head of.Christiana Cemeteq Assoc. Poat Office Box 918 
Httwark, tlela.vare 19711 



..... __. .. -
United Slates Dcpartmht of tho Interior 
N1ttonal Park 114HYlce 

Natlona, R1i9lster of Historic Places 
ln~~nto1y Nomination Form 

.l. ' Contn.ltlon lf..c ltalnrunber 
w 

WHITE CLAY CREEK HU?IDRED MULTIPLE RESOlmCE AA~ 

Owners List 

8, Wesley M. E. Church (N-6758) 
.. . . ,,,, Harvin ·and H~rrie~--1\. Saehs 

3513 Coneor · i~.,...,.. 
Wllm1nsto~•; Oel re 19803 

9. Old Fort Chw•cl, (1l .. 5276) 

Union A. M. E, Churcl, . 
c/o Rev. Jacea s. Matthevs 
32 North Old Baltl!ilol•~ Pik~ 
Chriotiana, D~la\lare ' 19702 

10. The James Motrov liouse (H-221.} 

.Hr11. Anna Ste.rrord 
1212 Ogletovn R1Jad 
Nevnrk, D~lnvare 19711 

11. '1'h~ Se.muel Lindsey lfouDe W-6759) 

tlm~r Schools. lna. 
Hrs. Ann VanH0ok 
Nev London Roal3 
Hev~rk~ Pelavnre 19711 

-
c.a ... .... .. ...... .,_ 

_, j 
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• • . •. ... ,_ .... ...., ~ ,;..:-, 
\ . . OMS NO. 1024-0018 

EX ......... Ii. .. , D111■,..nt et.._ lfttetter Naltonil P•,. hrvlo. , Natlon•I Register of Historic Plac•..___lnventor, Nomination ,o,in 
ftllmfUftOlr 6 . 
~ ~ WHIT! CUY CREEr. HUNDRED MULTIPLE RtSormct Al!EA 

Prop:ertiea Previouslx Liate.,g on the National R~Ki■ter 

1!!!!. DAte LiA~ed 
. ' A. Rothere.m Mill Hou1e (N-24·() 
197~ '. n. Christiana H1ator1c District (N-1~75) 197!. c. flobert fergu•on House (N-3902) 
l9i~ v. Public School No. lll-C (R-5258) 1979 

E. Nevark Multiple Resou~ce Area (N-6211) 1983 

.. 

·-

l • ' 



r 
·7. Description 
o. ...... 
-L•uttlent 
-X....~ _..,, 

OMG•...,. -- ·••'WNd - URlfltM .· : _;_MM _,_._.,..,... 
:. !.:. UNlpNH I ... 

CMoet .... 
-A..Driglnaffffe 
-L fflOV'lld ... -----------

DffeftN 1M ~~t _. ~ ltf lkMwnj aiflrtic■ I ........... . 
... --~ . . ·: : .. :-~:_ . . ~ ·r :: : .. , _. : i_~: ,... ;~:.!.;d ,·.,~~ ~: ... ~ ~-· ... ·: . . , :·:~~ -'!_ ., :: . ; • _:.~·1 . .:.. ... .... -: ; ~-.. -.<, .... ;A . :· 'i ·. ~ ;":):,... .. : }.-:, • ·:~ .e~-Wh~-~~ :.Cl~:;ci:~t.J( ~uq~e~~t.nuJ~1ple; Re·so~.c~::~ea :1,·· ma.de . up: ot el~v~rt/a.i_~·es .. thllt . contai~ sixteen.( ~ieto~tc .~t-~~~~ea .~nc:lu¥ng '_ n~ne·,'_'dvell~ng1q :;three ·.c~w,-_0h!s·.and a g~iat mill, and .thr~e outbuildings,. · Th• arohitectura.1. :reaource~ ' d!scuased :here date froo· the ~d-eighteenth ·century.' -thro

0

ugh . the late nineteenth century· and re'flect:·. & . period : in the hiltoey :or. Whi ~e Clay· Cre~~ Hundr~d}~hen it ·: ,ias . Q.8r_ic_ul_t':b'.al ::~id : rw-al in chflracter. AU ot the 'buildinga · are located in the uninr:orporated ai-ca·:~ot White Clay Creek HWldred, which ia one of ~leven political W1ita that subdivides New Castlft County. ·'I'he hundrecl is irregular in shape• eontalna 25 squa.re ;mU-.a •· n.;d ie bounded on ih~·north by the Pennsylvania/Delaware b0W1dart line and \lhite Clay Creek1 on the east and south by the Christina River, end on the west by the Maryland/Delaware boundaey line. . 
... . . . ' ~ . .. 

AlttiJ~h the Mult.!ple Reao~ce · Area· haii been defined as .the · ~iri;otp·::i'rated ·area ot Whlte \Cley Creek Hundred, one site, the 'Andren, Kerr -House (N~, t;~616~J. ·doe& ,actunlly :lie .within the boWldaries of the .City ot Jleve.rk. ·Thla : 1D due •to .- the ··f11ot .'that the City· limits vere ·ext'ende~ atter ·r<!search on this property \ias .c·ompleted·for.;thh notiination, In addition,. ·a multiple reaou.rce no.uination va.s ·vrttten tor t.h&·:c1ty of Nevnrk ' be(ore the city limit! were· extended, &nd so; ·tho property ~u _not ~1n~lu.ded in that noin.lnation, • Rather than amend the ?le\lark Mul t1ple Resource nomination ,1 ! .1 t wan decided to retain the Andre" Kerr llousl! in the White Clay Creek f!Wldred nom1nation at origin&lly planned. '· 
• • • f • 

• • • t.,. • .. • • • ••• , •• ,. .11 Whii~:· all or the st~ucturiu 'in'i:iud~d .in 'the 'J.iu.itiplei ' Fleso~ce Area :n0121i~a't1~n :he,v~ been al.tered to acme extent, the principal feo.turee or th.dr dedgn and construct.ion are sufficiently intact ·to convey · architectural significance, Im1ot11.r air the· nominated properties are sisnirt.cant because or hhtoric assodationu. ench rt:tains the esoenth.l. phyaieal fe&tures that made up !ts character or appearance during the period or ita association ~1th important eventn. •historical patterns or persons. For these reasono the nominated ~roperties retain considerabl~ integritr •. 
• • " • , : , • I • • S • ./' • • • :0 1 • • : • ~ • • • i • • : o • • : • ,= • ,' I • • • J ♦ A ra11 ·Une . running ·in ·an _east-vest direction _throu&h rtevark divides Whi~e Clay Cre-ek Hundred into tvo · distinct · seographi~ · fll'eaa • .. South or. N~vark the .lend1c&Pf! 1s •'generally Oat ·.vlt-h al titudee . descending_·: rr~m· l.00 feet ·a'bove· sea l~vel dow1(to ·;_20 -.r.eet .ovir the -- :·course . of approximately thre~ milei . to · its southern · boun~~.· _Horth :·or :Nevark 1the character of the la.ndacape auddenly changes to gently sloping uplando that rf..~e from 100 to 300 f•ot above sea -level o~er the course or approximately two miles .to ·its northern boundary, . The· HundrecS 'is 'drained b)· ll network or t~l cr11eks that flov into White Clay Creek and the ~iiristina River. These tvo ~atervgya join and then empty into the I>clawu~ fliver to the eut . 

. Locally, ·\lhite Cl~ ·Cr.eek Hund.red :is Bitu;ted at ·th~ vrstern e1ul or the major develop~ cu1r1tal. corridor' in· northern Hew Castle County. lnt.erat.e.te 95 and DelaYare Route 2 are the m~Jor tra.nsport.&tion routea, . . : .. t•1•• \ / !':,, ,:~.,l~:..,. ; :. < ••• • ' •' : ~: • \"':•,"!,•• .. •..:•, ~•-;, •;• 10 

~· • •• •~· • •' 
0

, • • , t' . , • . . . .... ~•~••_ • • H~•t?r#,'a~ly', deveiopmen~ has co~c·entra~ed ·around . tl1e._City of. ~e~arlt' and t_he V~tlage ct -Christiana with ~ricUJ.tural land:.evtnly dhtributed through the·re■t of the2)fwidrer1. Currl!nt.ly the maJor c:ity in Whitt · Clay Cr~~k Hundrt!d, Newark originated && a market. oentnr then devdoped · int.o an indust.:rlal and educaticnfll co11..-::unity in the eighteenth and nineteenth cc:mturiea, Th• Villa.ge of Chrhtl&.ru1. \'as an iciport&&nt. C0!Mlerc:1111 ~enter 

-
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1n ·the eighteenth century, .ioctited on the .eai~ road rrom Phile.delphfo to Baltimore nt the head of .the tidevater .)1nvigation. 'l'odoy,·it. exhts ,ol'_llY. no -a crossroads cor::z:ainit.:,t on n h!?nvUy trnnled hishway. The only other· named concentrations or bu1ldiugs a.re McCldlWldvillC?, Mechanicsville nnd OG,letovnt three nineteenth century harr.lt!'ts located et road int~rsecti on6 . Oglet~~-n has neBrly b~en obliternted by ~oJo~ highvay con~trud.ion. 

Thi? type!S or hiato~.ic l'f!.!OU~ces most prb~iflent throuchout . the Multiple Recource .Area are rura.l d\.:elltnss and r.niriculturo.1 ·:."s:ites· datin.:; · .frclll the middle or the · eisht<!fnth · century tbrouch tho ~arly tventieth centuri. as "dl ao several ahurclies. r:iill sitea, and o. school. The buildings chosen for .thio nomine(tion in elude-. nine dwellinea; three outbuil:lings • three churahea, and n grbt. mill~a total or· l G buildings .cont&i_ned on eleven di rrcrent. niteo. .Four or the ·01 tea date·' from • .. he 1111d to lnte eishteenth centur.,, two L -, I'• oit-co date from the rirst half of the nJnetcct:,1th century, and rive· sites date from tl1e second holf or the ninettenth century. Bu!~.ding Wlterl&ls int-lude stone, bric:k, and frmne in vernacular, nr~ek Revival, Carpenter Gothic, a.nu s~cond E!:lpire 11tyles. 
• 

I ~ • 

Buildinsa and o.re,u~ pre\'foUely accorded fh1.tJ<.11al Reg!Dter istatus vH.hin the Mu1tiple Resource Area inelude the l<otlicr!lr.l Mill Hour.a· ,l972), the Christiano Hiatorlc District (J.971') • the Robe:-t Ft.rr,U!':':'Cl Y.oU!le ( 1979), Public Si:.~ool llo, lll-C' 0979) t arid the N!Ya.rk Multiple R~i:eurce ,;rea (1983), 

The coi:-,prehenelve survey or Whit~ Cloy ·_creck Hundred was . r:o:,du~t.C!d by Gretchen Fit.tin£, Plonn1ng Mele for the tle1o1 Cnstle co'unty Depnrtrtent of l'l1t.nning. and six volw,,teers as 

-

well aa sonrnl 11ludenta fro:n ·the _ Aa,er1cBn Studies Dcpattmi:nt nt. the Univernity of Delava.re. Tht- ourvcy "'a& ai:cor.ipliohed by drJvh1c alonr, ea.c-h se~ei1t or the public l'cmd net\lork ML! dovn prlvo.te lanen vith the pendaBlou or the landowner}, _Esc-h .utruct.ure dnting ·prfor to 19~5 Yns noted on a r!:np or the ·area t1.
0

!td a D~lavRre Cul turo.1 Reaourco survc:, rorm \ln:J cot.plet.t'd tor es.ch otructuro. The CUl turcu Resource_:surv_ey for::n.n :that. ·arl! used : to .. record . the .niirvey · dato. a.re copposed of tvo . parts' one is . the: Locun 'Idt-nti ricaUc,n' Form· •.. WM.ch pinpofoto the ·cxlict. ·1ocQt1ori nnd ·ciwerithip of th°e··b~il~i~g;, the. -~-~cond is the St.ruetural ttita ,-Form, \lhich recordu descriptive ·and hhtorical backgro\md lnfol'mnt.!011, ·!.nch 11tructurc YllB. p!_10t.oer_ilph~d .'_iri" .bla~~ an~ 'f.l:ii tc_·, 1.-i_ttj_ ~ .35= . CIUDl!r~_;_ in su~h . 'a mtnner,_: an' to .r .ecord i tD ensentinl architectural ·charact~r. :Wht!never · poadble . ·::the .. occupants or the ;prei-191.i:; bu!ldin'su W!:!rl! ·.~•rriroBchC?d •tO explrifn" the':'!nt~nt ' or the :aurVt!y and to obtain inrornnt!on aboµ♦- -~he . p11r tic_ulur 'bu11d~ng /. .\~pon cocp;euont or ~h_e I ~!-~q~vork; 'thf photo~ropha' netnthea anli ·rorms vere coordinot.ed and .a .permnnent .Culturol ~e=ioureC? Survey (CAS} n~ber ·wa.s aardr.ncd to ettch .. Et.ructure, ... This ·,rnr•iey ·data .is stor<Hf at the Sureou of Archcolos:,' and Historic PreDerva-t.!on ) n Do.Yer, l>elavare • . ·_1::ad. ,oti-ucture V~D. aho plotted c,ri the Monter ·lndcx St~te Planntns orr!c:e ·Atr 111oto ·Mouaie r.apti Md __ losgnd ·tntn t.he · !,1entoey Records. Tt-c eleven ait~s inc:lud~d 1n thJs ~ultiple Retouree Nccinotion weTe t": ,,.,scn rrorr. thoso suri •.:.ved arid inv~nt.1orbd na all those thrit qu11l t fled wider the st.Kndardo c~t. to~h 1n the 1l11tf.t.<l. Rcgbter ·criter!B ror Evaluation, T!1h inventor:, 18 a fltlTt.h.1 on~ !lince it. does not. s ::lurle a.rc:heoJ.oglcal resources, Surfideni. o.r~hi:olc,r.tct.1 Gitt' lnft1rr,11t.ion wnr; uno.vailnt,le for incl union in this errort. 
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All National ·Register: eligible architeatural. and hbtorfoal 1itea in "11it.• Cle,y Cruk Hundred. that vere identified th~ough ft comprehensive survey or the area, have b•tn 
1ncluihul in this nomination, 
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· The.~h;storic re~~urc~s of ~ihite -_Clay Cret>t Huridred ·~re ·p~pabi•e ~viden~o ,of.;t.hc .don.innr.t. 

patt·erna of land sp·ec:ule.tion arid . aettlemerit iti that hundrecl from the ·mil.1-eight'eenth 
century ·through thf late ;ninetunth ·century, . These extant resources'· provide·=·perhapo the 
only ·tangible ~•.ridence· or popu.l.ntion distribution and building evolution .vithin.••the. early 

develop~ent areas aroW1d th~ Christiana Bridte and :!ri .the western part.of. th~ Hundred. 
arid .yield illl}>Qrt.1U1.t .infon:111tion ·about subzi-quent ch·a.ngea in ,land use and building patterns 
'throughout the nineteenth cent.ur-; •. For thes~ _qualities., .the eleven dte& included in 

· .this multiple .. rnource area 11.re no:d.nated to the Jia.ticnal Resister on tbe .'-basis -of 
. c:riter'ton C for signifiee.nce; that ia ~ they et1b0dy '11 thin th~ context . of White · Clny Crr:ek 
Hundre<:1 the d11ltinctive cho.racte.ristics or. a type. period er method of. c:onstruction. 
Included .. !n this .group" of arobitecturally significant buildiugs e.re .three churches that 
are n0111inated. to the HaUonal 1\eght.er as. exceptions to the usual ineligibility or 
properties owned o.nd usea 'by religious ·orge.nizaUons. Adlit.k,nal Bign't!'icance is cla!c.ed 
under er! teria A and B 1'-Jt' their u.uodf.i.tion vith event's and persons vhich made a 
significu.nt contrihuticn ~o the br~~~ p~tte:rns of the loc&l p~st. 

' 
White Clay Creek Hwidred \:as one or th'e• first hundrec!~ in !tel/ Castle Counti to 'be inhabited 
Md develo~~d. Land re~ordo for this:urea·occur·as early as tho late sevent~~nth centw,,. 
The tvo ·mJor st..rea:nc~ the .White Clay Creelt o.r.ci the Chrhtiana ·crHk ,;er~ ·the maJor 
attractions for 5ettle111ento and land Gpectilatlon. Water pouer .ror the developi:ient of 
mills• plus the n&igability or the Chrh.th.na River rrom Fort Christina to a fording plhce 

kno\.11 us c:1riEtiBr1a Bri~e, were i:ajor tactor.s in the en.rly df!V~1opment of thb area.. 

The s~•ote::1 · of reads that developed in this . HWldred dUJ"ing the eight.ei:inth . c:entur:,• reflc-ct 

the . present .major tra.'lnportation, routes froci eaet t0 ve1:1t and north to s0ut.h. The 
primarJ east-vest rout~ extended trom the Elk ~!~er in V.aeyland eastward to Christiana 

Brldse t further east to tlevport I . and then to Pliilad.elph:la. Today t this route is po.rt or 
Old Ba.ltioore Pike. Hov kno\111 as ,. Delawa.re Route 273 1 the m.aJor north-south artery in 
the Hundred ~xtend!d fro~ th@ VlllQse or NeY Caotle no~th~ard to Christiana Bridge, 
Uevark, a.n~ tlottingh,uo. Penn~ylv~1a, 

• ,, I 

•• .,. • • : • 0 : •' 0 f I' . ~ 0 • • : • • ' 0 I • 0 , '• • • • • I • •: • •: • •"'- • : • • .. • •• I ; 

' I>urtns · the fi~st half of .the .eighteenth century; land 1pec\.llntorff, ·wh0 appcar 1 t0 have b~en 
merchantr..• ·ver_e bu,;•ing a.nci holding ·1arse tracts : of,)and-~•.'espec'iall:,, '.'in the · eaatH·nm~1t. 
portion or the Hun:ired wh~re the· Wbite -Clay and . Chria'tii.ni. Creeks . joined·, and .'also . ► a.lons 

· Chrltitiana Creek aouth ."of -Chrhtt'an& ·Br!dge. Sometiriie attar 17~1; . a smaJ.l· .:~~ifag~·-·began 
": to ·srow ·aroW14 the ;Christiana Dr!dge. •-Uhlch h.ad.beco[ll!_- r,stablhhed ~u .-a shipping·point • 

. 1t·•'. J"ccnined an iznportiint :tr'ansp:>rl&.tion and CO~l!:rcfo.l center ,through :)fhe eighteenth . 
centuey. hove_v·er 1 arter:the cor.pletJ.on or tht> .Ch~aapeake .and ' Delavare ,Canu in lB29t ' and 

. liter the cr~at.lon or railroad :routes, t.r&tt1c bYJl&Hed ChrhUAni . (Im 197L) caU:ting the: 
Village to d~cline • . The Thcci1111 Montgc:nery Mouse •(.fl, N-1601) an-J the Juen Stevart, Jr. 
tlouae (W2. N-4003) vere conntru.cted ln t.he vicinity or Christiana Bridge du.ring 1ts 
=s,jor period or activity. 

\6 
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ST"'r~!E?IT OF . SlGlitflCAHCE: \lltlTE CLAY CHEtr. HUUDRED t,f,JLTIFLE RESOtraCE AREA 

. · Settl~m~n~· 'in.,the )'.e:?tern part ·or Wh~te·.Clay· Creek ihfudred vns·,'con~en~iiitod around the 
crossr0nd1J·asrictiltural coir.=uni ~y (?!' llevark (HR i983) ln the eighteenth century. King 
~crgjt II orrtcinlly reC06fll :ted lle1,,:11rk in 1758 • cro.nting 1t corporate_· pr1 v!lede;e to hol .! 
a weekly ir.arket ·and stud-annual · ra'ira in· ·the t0\.'?1 center. Around the turn or the 
ei~hLi:enth century, a sroup of Scot~h Fresbyt.erhns settled in. the area Just west or 
Jlewarlz n'!ar. a. spring 1'J1awn as Uead or Chrbth.no.. By as early e.s l 706 they had erected 
a l<'lg church· for their ple1,cc .cir worship, rind ·1n 1750 they built .a brick r:hurch ncnr the 
spins on lBna· thnt hn.d been donBted by Ja..~es Steel. The cw-r~nt Hend of Christiann 
Pr~sbyte.rinn Church ( N7, zt .. 1258) ~plnct!d this sJ!lall brick buildins o.fter it vns 
destroyed by fire in 1858. J11mes Steel and Andre~ Kerr, both lnrluenlial vJth the 
l!enJ or ctu·istiantt. Church I resid~d nenrby c,i., U-6756 nnd N6, N-6188). 

llue to 'the mruiy · ·strewns tho.t drain the northernmost. resion or· the st.at~, mill industries 
vere an important econom1~ roctor in New Caatle County during the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries •. · ·Althotish grfot o.nd S&\I' mills vere r,oat nuc.erous. voolen mil la' 
paper Mills, povder mills, a spice mill, and a snurr m!ll eY.i~ted. The Thocna PhillipD 
~U 11 ('~-~plex ( #5, N-6757) • o. e:rht inlll dnting to 1795, is the onl~• rE!r.;alnins rnlll 
<'Ot.plex in the Multiple Resource Area. 

B¥ the middle or tho nineteenth· c(mtuey I mout of the . i-ural ·area. or Wh't°te Chy Creek 
H1md.red l1ad been developed ae &grkultural land \iith mill . industries Bt.ill situnted 
nlons t.hc White Clo.y o.ncl Chr1ntiana Creeks. The two protiertiee that repr~sent thit; 
latter period cir rurnl de\•elopment nre the ,Jo.mes M.Jrrov House (Nlo, N-22~) 1 built in 
the 1860 10. and the Snmuel Lindsey Ho~e (I'll, fl-6759) 1 built in the 18'70's. 

ln imterilil and style~ buiidinss in White Cln)' Creek Hw,dred have_ beon con!liat.ent vHh 
those iu the rest or nort.hern Uev Castle C'0unty. Construct.ion matcrlo.l!! used in ~11.itf! 
Clav Creek HW1dred in the eighteenth century vere pr1.1te.rily loe. bra.ce-frQffle, and 
bric~. Althour,h no 106 structures survive in White Clay ·creek HWldred, there is 
doeumentary evidence locatinif the s·ites of severo.l. More briek than rrMe eighteenth 
century buildingff exist, h9ve~er, this is most. likely .a matter of aurvivnl rnther thnn 
an accurate reprutritcition .of ·ratioo. · 'Ille lbbert Fer-guson .House (tnt 1979) • estimnt(:1.:1 
to .dnte _betveeu ·1790 and 1810, io a · brace-frat1~ -bullding;while the other four . 
eighteenth; century siten in ·this .nor.unntion contain brick buildinRft• Gtone vns · not 
used . in . White ·c1ny· Creek Hundred to · the .extent thnt. _it wnn used ~n. the extrc!l!e .northern 
por~!on or the County beca~~-~ :th~·:clilinse 1n geoloQ cakes ston_e ·a less plent!rul 
moterfol. in th~ White Clily.lCrcek vicinity, The f~v atone 'buildings in this t-lultiplc 
Resource . Area t."nd to lie util:1-t'a:Lri an otructurt-A auch as the bank bl\rn on the Thomas 
M:mtgomery •· proptrty, the . spdnchouoc ·on the JD.llien Steel property, o.nd the mill building 
at the 'Ihoc!LS Phillipa 1iJll Cottiplex. The Andre11 Kerr 1-fou[jc • vhfoh dnten to 1805 t 1s 
one of the rev Gtonc dvellinso in the urea. 

t!~hteenth. century plano ci"onsist. or ·att~-mtttic'ai vcrnaculo.r bull'd°ingn ·'E:Ucb llt1 the 
· tvo at.ory; · tvo bnj• arrancece-:it 'of the Jcuner. · Steel u~urc and the Robert. Ferguson Hauce 

{ UF 1979), and the four l1oy t h11ll-pnrlor plnn or tht- ThoiMr. l~~nt.co~er.Y Houtic i os ..,.ell 
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STATEMENT OF S!GUIF!CANCE: WHITE CLAY CRW~ JMU>nZD MULTIPL~ RESOURCE AP.EA 
as three or five bay Ot!orgian plane such as the Hillia l·t&nsion House in the Christio.na Historic l>ht:rict ·(JIR 197Jj). Thi! Jo.meQ Stewert, Jr, House ( 11. ?l-1'003), a five bay dwelling that is double pile on ~n~ end and sinsl~ pile on the other end, is an u..~usunl and une:qilnined form~ 

. . . PriDarily frlll:le or brick, r.arly to mid-nin.eteenth cent-.u-:, dve!lints ir. ~'hi te Clriy Creek Hundred tend to be two nto·ey, three or f.1 ve bay, ct'nter hall plan!l. The Charles Allen House (NJ, U-6755) is the only d\.r'elling of this type and period tho.t is included in thlt: noc:1natfon. ho1"!c\·er, i t:J plan h the i:cost co.a:ncmly foWld nineteenth ceritut-y houce form tn the state, 

Lo.ter in the · ni~et.eent·h l'o:enhtr,y • ·buildinss in White Clay Cree~ :Ji~dred. and in the state, tenddd tovard ~~re .diverse Victorian gtyle,. · The syt1:netricolt center hnll plan was still prefer.red, but. ,.-!th the addition or Gothic Rcvivn1;· l~aUa.nate, 'and Second t::lpire details, bu1 ~din5a appeared 1n9re coi::iplex. The ~~~cl ·Lfnds_,y House · (#11 • H-6759) • an l670's Second !lnp1:re dwc1ling, . e.nd the 'Jam~s Morre~, House (Nl0. : 1l-22L}~ an 18G0's d\lelling ._.1th a gambrel roof o.nd icroll britcket cornice,·· . ..:re .both based on the tradition&l five bay, center -hall plan. Additlonn to earlier bu.ildinss during this period also ·nhov an interest in c~re ·eni?Delt~,t detail, B~.c~ the ,tames Steel House and the Miller's House at the Th~a:as Phillips t-Ull Coa:pl~x r~C"dved major a.ddltiona late in the nineteenth century thrat tend to ovt!rohado\l the orig~~:1iu str1Jcture both in tcn:::s of nl~e and the incr@e.aed use of ornamentation. 

The three churches in this nomination are rl!prei;entative or sell rt.iral congrP-sation!: in tho nineteenth centur;. The gable-ro~red. oblong, center alale plo.n that vas employed for e..!1 three hnd beco1&e a standard rom fer all denomlnn.tions. As •,d th d~ellinss, the application or ornw:i.entation to a basic plan is vhat cade u difference in at)'le, 

1'6 J 
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BE IT KNOWN THAT 
OLD FORT CHURCH 

in W/uu (lay (ju( Hunlf-c) has been placed on the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

on tbe 1qt/i., d:1y ofA-ifgust", ninereen-hundred and tf1i-ty-th-ne--
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:Ttying to save a blac ~emetery 
!Construction of new 
'luxury apartments 
tln·eatens overgrown 
gravey~rcl that dates 
to the 1800s, but 
plans are being made 
to preserve the site 

By fiOBIN BROWt~ 
Sear Bureau reporter 

David Tackett scrambled 
through dense undergrowth and 
briar,;, se~ching for {ltllVesl:.ones. 

He uncovered one belonglngto 

BEAR David Seney, who died 
~ "in the 89th year of his 

age.N Scney's croolrnd 
stone and caved-in b\U-ial spot sits 
just inches from heaps of dirt and 
stone from the construction of 
luxury apartments at Del. 7 and 
School Bell Road. 

Tuckett is trying to help save 
the few, scattered remains of an 

· 1800s' black graveyard near the 
construction site. 

"We've found neai:ly a dozen 
stones,'' he said. 

Tackett is working with the 
leadership of the Old Fort 
A.U.M.E. Church in nea1·by 
Christiana, which owns the 0.27-
acre ccmete1-y. They are mo.king · 
plans to clear, Jll."<!~crve and docu
ment the site. 

New Castle County's Depart
ment of Land Use also is evaluat
ing the site, spokeoman Tom Hub
bard said. That evaluation is 
expectr,d to be complete within 
weeks. 

When construction began 
early this year, Tackett wondered 
about the fate of the gravcyru:d, 
which he has known since his 
childhood in Bear's Fairwinds 
area. 

"I played there in the woods 
when I was a kid," lie said. 
" ... And I'm worried what will 
happen when the families move 
in. 'l'here's barely anything left of 
it now." 

The rapid and widespread loss 
of black historical sites has been 
a long-standing trend in all Utree 
counties, according to historian 
Robin Bodo, of Delaware's State 
Historic Preservation Office. 

But that's changing-. And the 
chaneing trend cou Id bone6 t th c 
growing effort on behalf of the 
old cemetery nearly destl'oyed by 
time and the elements. 

"There's much more focus on 
African-American resources ," 
Bodo said. "It's been a public out
cry, a big public outcry." 

'l'he cemctet-y also enhances 
tl1c historic significance of the 
Old Fort A.U.M.E. Church, she 
said. 

The church was built in the 
early 1800s in wood next to the 
cemetei:y. The sanctufll-y was re
placed with a brick building in 
1850, county records said. 

The church, moved to its cur
rent site at North Old Baltimore 
Pike and Browns Lane from its 
otiginal spot next to the ceme
tery, is listed on the 'ational Reg
'·•- ,..,r Histo,ic;,Places. .... _, : -'- . 
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As a child, David Tackel1 played in the wools near !he Bear-area cemetery owned by Old Fort A.l,M.E. Church. He ,s working with the church's leadership onplans to clear, preserve and document the old black gaveyard. 
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LANDS NOF AUMF CEMETERY 
Route 7 & School Bell Road 
New Castle County, Delaware 

Report on remaining gravestones 

On October 8, 1999 I entered the AUMF Cemetery for the purpose of inspecting the 
remaining gravesites and to document the condition and location of these remaining 
graves. I found possibly 11 different headstones in various conditions. To follow are 
descriptions and pictures of my :findings. 

Grave #1- Headstone reads STEPHEN GALE 
1801-1875 

The headstone is in good condition. 
The bmial plot has either been dug up or has eroded into itself. 



.. . ~,., .. 

. ~ . . 
· · : ·. : Grave #2-

. ! . 

. ', 

Grave #3-

Headstone is Unknown . 
Headstone is lying on the grom1d in solid shape . 
No burial plot noted. Covered by heavy brush. 

Headstone Initials read S. S. 
The headstone is embedded into ground halfway. 
A small chip of other grave stone lying near by. 
No burial mound detected. 



.. - .. 
...... .,. .\ . .. 
·::· ·._·. :. Grave #4-

•'; •.· : 

Headstone Unknown top half missing 
Stone is embedded into tree stump. 
Partial stone close by embedded into ground. 



Grave #5- Headstone Initials S. G. 
Stone lying out of ground near sinkhole 

...... Grave#6- Headstone Unknown Possibly patt of# 5 
Small portion of Headstone sticking out of grotmd 

. Near sinkhole and graves 5 & 7 

Grave #7- Headstone Initials R. B. 
Stone is lying on ground near #5 & 6 
A few small chips off bottom of Headstone. 



.. ~ ·,• ..... 
· .. '. . -~ . .. -· : 

. ' ... · 
.. 

Grave#9-

Headstone Initials D. ? . 
Small stone good condition halfway buried into ground 

Under heavy brush 

Headstone Initials M. S. 
Full size stone half buried into ground 
Good condition 



Grave #11-

Headstone Name David Seney 
Died July 4, 1881 
In the 89th year of his age 

Full size stone in good condition 
Slightly tilted into grotmd 

Headstone Initials G. D. 
Stone in good condition 
Heavy debris covering stone and plot 



Grave #4- Headstone Unknown top ha!rrnissir1g 

Stone is embedded into tree swmp. 

Partial stone close by embedded into g:.ruunc.i . 



Grave #6-

Grave #7-

Headstone Initials S. G. 

Srone lying out of Q.TOLmd near .·ink hole 

Headstone Unknown Possibly part r # 5 

Small po1·tion of Headstone:: stickin6 out of ground 

Near sink.110/e and graves 5 & 7 

Headstone f nitials R. B. 

Stone is lying on ground near #5 & 6 

A few small chips off bottom of Headstone. 



Grave #8- Hea<.1stone [nitials D. ? . 
Small stone good condition halt\vay buried into ground 

Under heav y brush 
::'f::~~--,a==:--,:.rr.-:-::,-,"""""---=="".,..._ 

Grave#9- Headstone Initials M. S. 
Full size stone half buried into ground 

Good condition 



Headstone Name 
D1c:d July 4. l ◊8 I 
I I 0 ,- 111 ~ i . 

_ . _ .n t1e,--,-J yec1 r ot 11sage 

full size stone 111 aood co ncliti on 

Slightly tilted into"' a round 
"' 

Grave#ll- Headstone Initials 
tone in good condition 

G. D. 

H · · a 
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A hiJtory, in brief, of the nearly 900 churches 
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152 THE CHURCHES OF DELAWARE 

Christiana Presbyterian Church. On May 18, 1708, at a meeting 
Philadelphia Presbytery, a letter was received from the residents of the 
Clay Creek section asking that the gospel be adri:inistered nearer their 
of .tbode. Letters from the New Castle congregation were read objecti 
disrupting this congregation." The Presbytery ordered that there sho 
no division but that the Rev. Mr. Wilson should preach in New Castle 
Sunday and in the country on the following Sunday. 

Tradition and circumstantial evidence set the period 1730-38 as th 
when this church was founded. A plot made on July 28, 1738 show 
church as standing at that time. It was of frame construction and 
26 ft. by 36 ft. At a later date 20 ft. were added to the western 
building. 

At the time of the schism in the Presbyterian Church, in 1741, the 
tiana Church attached itself to the "new side." This breach was healed in 
In the meantime, the "new side" records during that period have been f 

The church site, of 80 sq. perches, was donated by Rees Jones on 
19, 1752, in the 26th year of the reign of King George, II, of England. 

On June 11, 1800, the sexton's pay was set at $4.00 per year and the 
on digging graves were set at 75 cts,,$1.00 and $1.50. The church was! 
porated on Mar. 13, 1800. In 1802, the front stone wall and a new 
roof were built. 

On Oct. 14, 1837, one of the church members was reported to the 
as having been seen intoxicated. A committee was appointed to call o 
which they did and he was very repentent and promised not to drink 
in the future. At a later date, he was reported to have fallen a victi 
and he was expelled from the church. When the Moderator che 
Session minutes he disapproved the action of expulsion without 
charges and a trial. The former action was rescinded and he was ag 
ceived into the church. It is to be hoped that his reformation was com 
no further mention of him appears in the minutes. 

On Nov. 28, 1856, the project of building a new church was di 
A building committee was appointed on Dec. 28, 1856. The old frame 
was sold at public auction on Sat., July 4, 1857. 

The corner-stone of a new church was laid on Sept. 8, 1857. Those 
part included the Revs. Dr. D. H. Emerson, George Foot, Wm. Aikma 
F. Wiswell and Mr. Gaylord. 

The dedication services were held on June 8, 1858. The sermo 
delivered by the Rev. J. Jinkins and the dedicatory prayer was offered 
Rev. Geo. Foot. This was followed by a series of meetings during t 
two weeks. 

The church seal was adopted on June 21, 1860. The first comm 
service, of pewter, is still used on special occasions. ·· 

After extensive renovations, a reopening service was held on Sept. 4, 
by the Rev. David A. Reed. Colonel John Read, father of George Rea 
Signer, who died on June 15, 1756, and his wife are both buried in t 
joining graveyard. The oldest tombstone that the writer could find is t 
Ruth Adams, who died on Dec. 6, 1754. 

There are two colored churches at Christiana. R. Trinity A. M. E. C 
was founded in 1884, and Union A. M. E. Church was incorporated on 
1854. The present church was built in 1897. 

Salem Methodist Church (M.E.) is located three miles s. e. of Chri 
Meetings were held as early as 1771 in the home of Isaac Hersey. Trustees. 
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lNvBNTOaY AND APPUIIQDT, 

Jtatr of Jrlamarr. las. 
•Bw CASTLB COVJlff, f 

WE, ......... .... ~~~~ .... L~~ ... ~P.? .. ~ ~ ·······~ ··«o···~ 

do aolemnly . ....... ~~ ..... -... - ........ ... :. that we will appraise the goods and chattell of 

..... ~~..... . . .. ~~ . . . ... .. . ..... deceased, ·at their true value in money 

according to our beat judgment; and that we will perform our du~y u appraisers with 

fidelity. So .. ~ ......... ~ ~ ...... / ..... ....... ····· ····/!·,, 
.. ~~~ · ·· ···· ..... .. .. . . 

$~~ -~~ 

WE, the subscribers. do on ...... ~ ........ ....... ...... ....... .. . .. say that the goods and 

chattels in this Inventory have been appraised by us at the smns stated, which are, accord-

ing to our best judgment. their true value. 

·····•······-···--··············· ... 

.New Castle Counf.g, sl1. ~~················· 

make solemn .. ~ ... that ... ~ ................... made due inquiry eonceming the 

goods, chattels and money or . .. ~~········~ ········ .................................................... . 

deceased ; and that this Inventory doth contain all the goods, chattela, and money or the eaid 

..... ~o/~¥.-~ .efa-4_ -. -...... which have come to the knowledge of the 

... ~~.. : and that ~ .mAde due inquiry concemingthe 

debts and credits due or belonging to / ~ .. ~~-· ···· ····································· 

_ __ deata_•: and that the annex~d Ii.lit doth ~n ~I ~ debt.I and credi~ due or~~-· a&.---:::::;:;= 
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PJIIL\D 

-~Ptt'ial 111h.~ fot11t o N • U. S. BARS DIVERSION ~C:.,~H!tu:, 
./~:.. \. T1~~-~;;:;-,.!,~: OF STOCKPILE RUBBER ,..,~~~ b,.: 
10rn,• the old rny dump, it no•' N"['K YORK, SO\' U: di .. t nt (utu 
1 th101 or the Pl t. Thue • di bf no dn t rc1on or du,o.,au T 

Tht dump « lSN! to be !'f t,r- rubbl'r from thr n1t1on1t tot - ti;:ht bo, • 
day .... hn the trttt d.- partm nt pile for u • b> 1nli&n tt0nom,. run of tht ma 

~~~a":;t;a 1r;~~ ;,O: t~=~ ~! ~:;:;;;~n ~~u:~~r Ru~~ru~Ja;. ~~r,r:,~~d 
IM.A('td th, •~ration of • anl- Wa<:tunrt A ation toda} n t 

t tary bndflll at a M"' lou tlon Onu matr.ru,I~ are pla« d in Tht Y ,.-~re 
obsc-ured from pubh• ,·1,v. on 1he °'" pil•. tbty Jtould bf, roup ii 1 • 
lov,-lyinl land of the Chin o tpt thtn until nttdtd b) dt- Rfafllll bt 

lr~:.•d I B~C::!, c:,m~:~ loral f•l!:~ f~n:m\:' :~d. ,x utu, ~ ... r .. \ .' ~ _Y 
Ro&rd or ltealtb and othtr rh·1r branr h of ,o,·unmtnl ," h df'- ::1t:!ut; r !d., 
croups, 1M to.until has bffn t lared ... ,hould t\tr ~ mrn f d p 
lrh Int fo r ynn to get rid of authon h lo rf'lta t mattnal 0~·ourt•N"•H· 

the dump. loulNI on ont of tht f rom lhf' lotkplle 'Ahen, UI ht f'd lhf' tf'l\r 
main 1pproache1 to the com- Judimrnt, It -.ould be in tht \I i~ f t nnrr 
munity, ht- t lntue ts of .. t he c!\ tllan drmonn uiio 

Finally art.tr much study lht- economy to do so It t to rt d 
lnmaktrs dttldtd ll \I.a.I Im , -- •-- u d 10 dire,c 
pouible to attun the nect ary SHIP DUI 5:\tl1&DAV \anted boo 
land In the rlty for an 1nd ntra• The SS Santa Inn of thf' Uktt 
tor. Thty the.n drc-ldtd upon the Crare Uu, is txpttttd to dot "I \ ,. JUSI 
landfill praclltt. After ron idtr- 11 Dt:tpw1trr Point, N J ., Satur• 'Tht S in1un1 
able DtC0li1t ion thtY ,un able day • 1t h a nrgo of ltad from It' about 
lo tHth an a11: rttmtnl 'Alth tht Ptru The arrival date ,. .• , d1t- h:,,- aM'o- 1 
Chlrago firm to u.sr part of their rlo ed ll 1h, U, S Cu,tom It dtnlo 
low land 1lon1 tht rhtr. north Hou.st, Sh.th and Kin,: Strttl 

.,,_=======~='•f the d ty. Tht company hu no yutrrd•> · 
plant here but o"Ans a large in-1== ==============1 

td 1.1 thalrman •f duurlal site along the n\·tr. 
ent romm11ltt. A 0-2 Caterpilltr tractor, pur-

• d1rtt1or of the In• rhurd at I rotl or 17,800, 1r
urrh ~n 1hu1, , • rlvtd yesterday Rirhard 't, WII• 

he Physical Society ,oa, landfill tnl!lnttr, h11 ln
ew York Arademy of strutted rity tmplOYf'I In tht u e 
d I Pl l prt ldtn\ of the equipment and ho'A' tht 
latlon of Rnurt.b landfill pnctke should be rar-

nally, ht hn repre• rltd out. 
United tales a t Each day't drposlt or tra.sh 

t'n nce1. tinily of the old nt-lnfesttd 

LAST TIME 
BRAUNSTEIN' 

f the International and rubbage will M bulldoztd 
~h,m lry. the Food ovrr. When a low aru is suf. 
tun! Or;1nl11t lon of ricl•ntly filled the 1ttllon ,.111 
S1llon1, Tht Society be lt \'tlled and eventually 'Alli 
I lndu,t ry I En,:land) rtsuh In a Ind Improvement. I 

lttt de Ch imle Jn.

1 
Munwhlle rttldenlJ In the vl-

- • -- dump ,.,m no lonJtr be pla"ued 

FOR WIFE ;~~~ orm~~s;,. unsi& htly appur- A 

CES GALA FETE J . limy Tru1t1 , pmldrnl of 
JUT It s 16 counril.s1idtheold1ru'A1llbt l 
~ Arm)' u 0pt~i•t left p\anttd--~ --- PPR 

~::.,;~:~1,: ;1~;~ STONE IS RETURNED 
~)\t":1r.~;kr:;~~~j TO UAME CEMETERY 
ht homrcomlna pa rty New Cutle County pollc, 
ntd. have 1olved the mystery of the 
~ lthl~~t\:nd:; ~~:;; 11·1ndtring 1ombstone 

I tou r of duty In Kn-! By a y1tem11ir th tck of the 
t .,.,11 ad vl ed of his, older 1ravtyard1 In the area, p1• 

-~n ~k:n yr~:~ hll I g~~~t~~e~:~~d~~ :!~~d~ie1~1;h~~ 
1 Yokohoma and gh•rn ful rt tlnc place for I tomb-

ior1ty for hlJ rn1ht ~:~' C~os~f,d C~~~t;~el~p:~:.r the 

the falhtr of lhrtt H:if~~•=t~re v~fn~~f1 o~I~~:~ l~hl: 
• stone from iu founda tion 1nd 

y buyrr-huntlno call abandoned It. 
d1 ~-5351. I The stone, whlt'h hu been rt • 

OUR s45, A 

59.95 TO sa 
s55, TO 69. 
UP TO sa5 . . 
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'Lost' Cemetery Found at Clinic Site 

OVERGROWN WITH VINES, WEEDS ANO BRUSH, a "lost" 
Negro g :,veyord, near Chrisllono, dot,ng bock to 1819, 
hos got 1n o the news because of uncerloinly of ols owner
ship 1,d,1y The groves one above rs that of the Rev. Wil
liam Williams, o former poslor of the UAME Church, which 
once ,1oocl olong<rde the graveyard. He do!!d Feb 19, 1878. 

UAME Church Be-
lieved O wners of 
Plot at Christiana 

Ry W,\LTbR F.. r .. \tlTII 
011n1·r. h,p or a "lo 1·• c ·rnr

lrry near Chrl I ouna, brliPHd to 
hlll'C bt•1•11 ~rquorrd hy a Union 
.\nwricon f. l cthodl Epi. t·opal 
congn•galion in 1819, ha1 be
t•omc or lnl • ,•st 11ilh th rrc1•nt 
~uic of u large t r net ~urrounrl ing 

I the hurno l 1(1 ou111l 
Jndrt·illoon · Jrc thul Old Full 

l:Al\H: thut eh, nbutll In he 
1011 n or t'hr i,tl,,n, mor1• h:111 GO 
ye.i exu. prohably ollll 011 n: 
l11e ab.rmtorwd grn11•prd !hr!' -
4uart •1 of w nul · a11 a) 

The 1(1 a\t•~a1 cl 111·, 11 rthin an 
Ou-ant· fat 111 "'lrn·h has iu,t b!'!'n 
,old h)· ;\11 . and Ir ,\rthur •. 
\ aml1•1'01•lp lo llw Sr I r of St . 
Ft anti , 11 ho plan to hutl<I a 
ho pltul•<f1111 · and ullimutd,• a 
~rnrral ho:111tal on th• \1 al'i 

Thi· l111} ~rn, rprrl 3bou1 IIJO 
hv 80 f "l'I 01' not IHI\\ e\f'r, 
f 1~u1 t• 111 lhl' al,• of 1hr \ anrlr
l'ode 111 OP!'t I) h1•1·au,1• rt I not 
011111'11 b\· tht· \ ,1mi1•Po h·. 

Tht•) 11111 thDl lht•\ u111ll'r• 
stuucl th,· itt \t•y.1rcl, 011 \\hlt'h 
I' I'll' Ul'l· .11 11 a IIUJIJl)('r or lw;itJ. 
,tunt• , ht•ltHII! tu tlw Old fort 
lJA \IE ChUITh . II h11h Oil('(' , lood 
Jlou~. icl(_J tlw ~l'il\t•\t11tl 

llu11c11'1 II 1111• Olrl Ull 
l \ ,\IE Chtu l'11 u11n~ lht> Ion,: 
al,,11Hl0nl'!I i:r•ie)ard near ('l1r1•
l1,111, 1111• 11a,lw. 1111• He, I. 11 
l!:,rn , till' pre idln~ rlci!•r of 
th1• d1 11·11 I \hi, llt•1 ~; JI Hark
in , an1i tru tt•r ur tl11· thu1ch 
n1r nol a1,are or II !\on, of thrm 
rem to kno" 1hr II hrrrahoul 

ot the rlrrd lo I he old ta r~ ah! 

r, n .,1rn R \ r~c, 7, fol :t 
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dro1111 
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ement of Dav.id Cemetery own the grav yard enclo ed Airmen-
nl County GOP - I" !thin the VandePoele farm. 
e Kent colllilllt• c .. 11 ... , fr•• rlnl ,.,, 'ew Castle County Board of •• 11 ... • r,,. r 
endorsed former -- . essment office WC member 
era G. Davis for The church ha had its ow~ mall yesterday afternoon fowid a George action In 
nal nomination. cemetery on the outslurt of map, dated 1893, \I.hi h how tack agaln t tile R 

tie County resi• Chn hana for many year . what iJ listed on it a. "African aid at would be 
Ha kell, Jr., of According to ora l traditio,1 Church" on the pot where the matter" IC Ru, 11 

tarted bis bid amon member of Old Fort pre ent abandoned ra,·eyard Js Amerl an alm1en P 
on some months l1AME Church, the old grave- ituated. The map doeg not The tale Dep r 

lard near Christiana has not however, carr any de ·i natio~ prote t handed the 
t=---==== been u. ed for probably at lea t of a graveyard. The date of the terday. accu ed the 
_______ 175 years. A Morning Ne"s pho - map would appear to prove that ille all hold111 

tographer yesterday found and the Old Fort UAME Church was SJlrviving er w me 
photographed a gravestone o! a till on the old slle until at lea l two cold war 
former pastor, the Rev. William least 1893. ll demanded that 
Will iam , 11 ho died Feb. 19, 1873. The Recorder of Deed office vestigate and promp 

Id? Officials of the Old Fort where a Morning ews reporter what ll called the e or UAME Church ln Christiana id tried lo obtain some record o( and '·credible" rep 
• that the present church was tbe old graveyard, referred him Knowland said 
. erected with the same bricks to the County A e ment office., "should arou e the 

rdlnary in telh- and other m. terials in the or)gin- Accord in to J. Thoma dl nation of the 
al UAME Church which once !Scharf' '' HI tory of D !aware," pie" ln 111 walk 

ook.lfl he Is now stood alongside the abandoned the original Union American I al ·o urged ,,etcran 
th bl' . graveyard. about three-quarters Methodist Church In the Chri ti- Uon , labor union 

e PU ic gives of a mile from the present I ana area wa built near Christi- groups tci adopt "r 
se who- wish to church That church, erected in ana Bridge in 1819 on a halr-acre , lndl nation." 
ves for the mo- 1850, was dismantled some 65 to I of land obtained from the estate The GOP leader, j 
ead. It gives de- 68 years ago of Jeremiah Lewden. The Negro . S. delegate to th 
xpect, and when. Louis H. Water , Sr., 20 Bay- congregation built a brick atruc- lions As em.bly, said 

ard Street Christiana a trustee lure there In 1850. In touch with the 
ware of These of Old ro~t UAME Church who This orlglnal brick church was State Departments 

is more than 75 years old, re- • plain edlftce, 30 by 40 feet , with matter. Ile aid "ste 
erly sold for I members that as I young boy he galleries on three aides. Scharf taken forthwith to 

g a the present helped load bricks from the tales that services and meetl~g men are relca cd" p 
razed old church into wagons were held regularly in the bnck I lnvlte1 Znd Co 

s offered free to which transported them to the UAME Church, and that the George, a Georgi 
notice. This lib- present site in the town of "congregations are u ually lar c, i~ chairman of the F 
ade because he Christiana. I those altcndlpg coming from a lion Committee. 

. large scope of country ou tside oC I members or the Ar 
ny readers will Another veteran member and the hundred'' (New Castle Hun- Committee to attend 
lerested in the trustee of Old Fort UAME dred l meeting 

l d h Church, Richard Neal, r. 7 s h. rf' hi t I t t A . p · t 
m n power e North Old Baltimore Pike C~is- c .,a s ory a o s a ~s avy r1va .e 
Far East and tiana also failed t ' r 11 that a part of the church lot i down by the Ru 1a 

• ' • 0 eca devoted to burial purpose , and Baltic Sea April 8, 
eady to be dis- whether the church 1llll owns among those there interred was 10 crewmen aboard, 
eslern world. !he old, aband0ned iraveyard the Rev. Wllliam Williams who Force B-29 was dow 
copy of the as- r not. . died Feb, 19, 1878." crewmen either ove 
ecies covering His son, Richard Neal, Jr., --- • · Japan or near the 

. chairman of the board of trus- TIME FOR TV area of Ru la on Ju 
s times, as re- tees, said that he ls sure the MINNEAl!OLIS !A'I. - When The United State 

4-page book, ad- church had never sold the old George Shabatura, 11 , stopped sa id it believes Russ 
tute of Mental- abandoned graveyard, but that for an lnnoce-nt look at a swim- al least one and pe 
th Hobart Blvd., it 11 believed the deed to the ming muskrat, he beeame bogged lliers from each of t 
os Angeles 4, property was lost when the ln soft mud. Within minu tes Tn addition , the 
oney, Just your church was razed. there arrived a rescue squad, a said, "it may well 
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plan are being made 
to preserve the site 
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LAND NOF AUMF CEMETERY 
Route 7 & School Bell Road 
New Castle County Delaware 

Report on remaining gravestones 

On October 8, 1999 I entered the UMF Cemetery for the purpo e of inspecti ng the 

remaining gravesites and to document the condition and location of these remaining 

graves . I found possibly 11 different headstones in var ious cond itions. o fo ll ow are 
descriptions and pictw-es of m y findings. 

Grave # 1- Headstone reads STEPHEN GALE 
1801-1875 

The headstone is in good condition. 

The bmial plot has either been dug up or has eroded into itself. 



ra e #2- Headstone is Unknown 
Headstone is lying on the ground in solid shape. 
No burial plot noted. Covered by heavy brush. 

Grave #3- Headstone Initials read S. S. 
The headstone is embedded into ground halfway. 
A small chip of other grave stone lying near by. 
No burial mound detected. 



Grave #4- Headstone Unknown top half missing 
Stone is em bedd dint lree stump. 
Partial tone close by embedd d inl gr und. 



rav #- -

rav # 6-

Gra e #7-

H ad tone Initials S. G. 

tone lying out of ground near sinkhole 

Headstone Unknown Possibly part of# 5 

mall portion of Headstone sticking out of ground 

ear sinkhole and graves 5 & 7 

Headstone In.i tials R. B. 

tone is lying on ground n ar # 5 & 6 

A fe, small chip off botton1 of H adstone. 



Gra e #8- Headstone Initials D. ?. 
Small stone good condition halfway buried into ground 
Under heavy brush 

Grave#9- Headstone Initials M. S. 
Full size stone half buried into grom1d 
Good condition 



ra e # 10- Headstone N rune David Seney 
Died July 4, 1881 

. In the 891h year of his age Full size stone in good condition 
Slightly tilted into ground 

Grave #11- Headstone Initials G.D. 
Stone in good condition 
Heavy debris covering stone and plot 
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