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PORTFOLIO OF llOUSES 

Crooked Biller 

CROOKED BILLET, 1682 foundation and hearth, 18th-century 
inn, 1878, \Xlilmington, Delaware 
OVilS.:ERS: Multlple owners; William du Pont; Wi\li,1m du Pont Jr.; 
Jean Ellen du Ponr and second husband, James Hoge Tyler 

McConnell 
ARCH!TEC.T: Cnknown (alterations, 1938) 
Privale residence 

In 1878 this 30-acre property, calkJ the Brindley Fam1, was part 
of Wilh,1m Ju Pont's Pelleport. Twentieth-century ,idJitions 
flank the original portion of the house, which was once an inn 

known as the Crooked Billet. William du Pont Jr. renovated the 
house in l 9J8 and gave it to his daughter Jean Ellen when ~he 
was widowed in 1943. On the )';;ational Register of Historic 

Places, it is still owned by family members. 

Rencourc 

RENCOURT, 1890, New Castle Counry, Delaware 
OWNERS: Alexis lrenee du Pont and his second wife, Elizabeth 

Canby Bradford 
ARCHITECT: Theophilus Parsons Chandler (1890); Robeson Lea 

Perot (alt'-:ratiom, 1899) 
Demolished 1950s 

The heavy-looking stone house, built of Brandywine granite, was 
named for the fir~t wifo of P. S. du Pont de Nemour;_;.-Nicolc 

Charlotte Marie Louise Le Dee de Rencourt. The residence had 
deep porches, a mans,nd roof, ;:md an oval-shaped conservatory 

off the librnry. Four family houses were bt1i lt nearby: Valmy, rhe 
Porter Schutt house, Dogwood, and Doggone. 

LYNDHAM, 1901, New Castle County, Delaware 
OWNER: Evelina du Pom 
ARCHITECT: Bis5cll & Peror 
Private residence 

Lyndh:1m was one of the first true Colonial Revival houses in 
Wilmington. The huilding details arc a combination of poured 
concrete and rerra-corta rather thun limestone. Evelina du Pont 

was the favorite maiden aunt to dozens of nieces and nephews. Her 
generosity and good humor made Lyndham ,i favorite gathering 
spot for the family. The house is no longer owned bv the family. 

L)·ndham 

POINT LOOKOUT, ca. 1902, >!cw Castle County, Delaware 

0\X/'\ERS: DuPont Company; Francis G. du Pont; A. Felix du 
Pont; Lydia du Pont 
ARCHITECT: Unknown 
Pri1mte residence 
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CJ e 

General Orders 

Parole: 

Head Quarters, Burmingham [Pa.]! Septemr 9th 

i m . 

Countersign: 

Intelligence having been received, that the enemy, instead of advancing towards Newport, are 
turned another coarse, and appeared to have a design of marching northward- this re.ndered it 

expedient for the army to quit Newport and march northward also; which occasioned it's sudden 
movement this morning.g 

Such of the troops as have not been served with Rum to day, are as soon as possible to be 
served with a gill a man . 

The Major and Brigadier Generals of the day, accompanied by the Quarter !\Ir General, will 
immediately reconnoitre the environs of the camp; and fix on the proper places for the posting of 
picquets, for its secarity. 

Yc.J~ic::~ ~r.;;11~?<::TiP~, p~c::::~~ . 

1 . GW on this date established his headquarters nearly a mi le east of Chadds 
Ford, Pa ., in t l1e house of Benjamin Ring (c.1737- 1804) . GW remained there until 11 
Sept., but it was 11ot until 7 Feb. 1778 that he paid Ring £22.10 for "30 perso11[s] 
eat ing at 6 different times" ( voucl1ers and receipted accou11ts, 1776- 80, DLC:GW, 
ser. 5, vol. 29; see also household account book, 11 April 1776- 21 Nov. 1780, 
DLC:GW., ser. 5, vol. 28) . 

2_ . Lt. James McMichael of Greene 's div ision says in his diary ent ry for t his date: 
"At 4 A.M. we received marching orders and proceeded E.N.E. t o th e Crooked Billet, 
011 the great road from Wilm ingto11 to Lancaster; t he11ce thro' Kennett townshi p, 
Chester county [ Pa.], crossed the Brandywine and t urning S.E. e11camped in the 
tow nship of Bi rmingham, bei11g extremely fatigued for want of rest and severe 
marching" (("f'1cr-1 i~~;;iei l'spi;;iry,"J ~l [ William P. McMichael. " Diary of Lieutenant 
James McMichael, of the Pe11nsy lvania Line, 1776- 1778." Pennsylvania Magazine of 
History and Biography 16 (1892) : 129- 59. ] 149; see a lso ,,()lc:J y irg iri i ;;i ~i11E!," 289) . 
The Cont inental t roops crossed Brandywine Creek at Chadds Ford, Pa ., about t wo 
miles north of the Delaware state line (see p i_c:~~r::i11g ;;iri_c:J t,Jp~-:J'!li L.j(eig(l?i.C.'<:•':?:!r,ig, 
1: 154). John Chadd ( d. 1760), who had operated a ferry at the ford since the 1730s, 
owned a house and tavern nearby. 

Brit ish engineer capt. John Montresor says in his diary ent ry for this date: "At 2 
o 'clock P.M. Lt.-General Kn iph uysen with t he 3rd division a11d 2 more British Brigades 
marched for Kennett's square [ Pa.] via New Garden [Pa. ] a11d arr ived at his ground 
at 11. At sunset t his evening the 2 other d ivisio11s of this Army under Lord Cornwallis 
and Major-General Grant ma rched from Head Quarters at Nichols's House M111 Creek 
Hu11dred by a bye road to Hokes.son Meet ing house [ Del. ] - Quaker meet ing 4 m iles 
d istance and encamped . . . . At ½ past 5 t his afternoo11 the Commander in Chief 
[ Howe] received accounts of t he rebel army having evacuated Newport and 
Wilmington and taken post at Chad's ford on t he Brandywine Creek" (Scull, 

~9'l.~t.:.e.5.<?r..!.1?l!'flil_i5., 448; see also ~l l,JE!fl~~h.<.1lJ5.E!fl1 !,1tge.n.e.r:.-::iL f::19 1Ye.'.5.:?i.9'.e., 30; 
. l.Y9E!J:i~E!T9iF.!1?~e.'!5.9'l. pia_r!e.,s:, 145- 46; [>: r~c:J r::~, !9'!.!:'l.ic!/ , 44- 45; _E'l<.1L.J~'!leii5.t.~r., 
~e,".,c,/l!~!?'l.J'l.'.'.1'!:i.€!.!:'C:.i!., 104- 6; and -~~~lc:J,Qic.Jry, 80) . 

t\ 0:0. ill c; 
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editonal placement ., ,. < 
GENERAL ORDERS, 9 SEPTEMBER 1777 

General Orders 

Head Quarters, Burmingham [Pa.]! Septemr 9th 

1777. 

Parole: Countersign: 

Intelligence having been received, that the enemy, instead of advancing towards Newport, are 
turned another course, and appeared to have a design of marching northward- this rendered it 
expedient for the army to quit Newport and march northward also; which occasioned it's sudden 
movement this morning)t 

Such of the troops as have not been served with Rum to day_. are as soon as possible to be 
served with a gill a man. 

The Major and Brigadier Generals of the day, accompanied by the Quarter !\Ir General, will 
immediately reconnoitre the environs of the camp; and fix on the proper places for the posting of 
picquets, for its security. 

y,.i~i~~ ~!:<'11:i!:>~TiP!, [?.~<::: :q~ . 

1 . GW on t his date established his headq uarte rs nearly a mil e east of Chadds 
Ford, Pa., i11 t l1e house of Benja min Ri ng (c .1737- 1804) . GW re ma ined there until 11 
Sept., but it was 11ot u11til 7 Feb. 1778 t hat he pa id Ri 11g £22. 10 for "30 perso11[s] 
eating at 6 different times" (voucl1ers and recei pt ed accou11ts, 1776- 80, DLC:GW, 
ser. 5 , vol. 29; see a lso household account book, 11 April 1776-21 Nov. 1780, 
DLC:GW, ser. 5 , vol. 28) . 

z. Lt. James McM ichael of Greene's division says in his diary e nt ry fo r this date : 
"At 4 A.M. we received ma rching orders and proceeded E.N.E. to th e Crooked Billet, 
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Brindl~y Farm 
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Crooked Billet 
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Delaware 
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NAME Mrs. Jean du Pont McConnell 
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Crooked Billett, Kennett Pike 
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REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Public Building 
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Survey of Delaware Historic Sites and Buildings, N-529 
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_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Que 
COUNTY CODE 

New Castle 002 

PRESENT USE 
-AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

_PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 
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_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

Delaware 

Delaware 
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Historic Registrar's Office; ivi~ion of Historical and Cultural 

Affairs, Hall af Records 
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■DESCRIPTION 

X-.EXCELLENT 

_GQOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

K...ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

}LORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DAT"'----

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The subject property is an irregular tract, containing 28.34 acres, at 
the southeast corner of the intersection of Kennett Pike and Barley Mill 
Road, near Wilmington. Although the property is completely surrounded by 
suburban development, it retains its rural character. The house, carriage 
house, and barn, remain as reminders of an earlier period. 

Crooked Billet is a five-bay, stone, two-and-a-half-story, eighteenth
century structure, with later rear wings and a modern side porch. A modern 
portico covers the central front door. The house was extensively remodelled 
during the,present century, but the basic features of the original tavern 
have survived in the main (front) section of the house. 

There are two major outbuildings on the tract: a large bank barn and a carriage 
house. The carriage house, now a garage, is two stories high, of stone, with two 
brick-arched bays. It contains a datestone of 1807. The barn is frame, covered with 
composition siding, and consists of three main wings. The elevated main wing is 
entered through a large pair of double doors; extending to the rear on either side 
are smaller wings. The ground floor of the main wing is a stone foundation; the 
smaller wings have stone foundations covered with stunco. These basements contain 
the stalls for horses .. 
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_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 
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.!ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
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The Crooked Billet property is the last, surviving farm property in a sprawling 
suburban district. With its barn, carriage house, and pastures, it retains its 
rural character on a relatively small tract. It is one of the few surviving 
eighteenth-century Delaware tavern buildings, and a rare surviving example of early 
rock construction. 

An inn or tavern, called Crooked Billet, is mentioned in a deed to this property 
dated 1792. Since 1750, only two families have owned it. The five-bay, main stone 
section is the oldest part of the house. A carriage house, also built of stone, is 
dated 1807. Other wings and outbuildings have been added by more recent oecupants, 
but the original structure retains much of its earlier appearance. 

Since 1864, the property has belonged to the du Ponts. In that year, the 
Brindley family sold approximately 180 acres to Henry, Lammot, and Eleuthere du 
Pont, partners in the nearby powder mills. In 1882, Henry du Pont, the senior 
partner in the firm, acquired full title. His son, William, lived there but did 
not receive the property until Henry du Font's death seven years later. 

William du Pont began his service with the family firm at the age of 17, in 
1878, managing "the farm,'' which amounted to thous ands of acres surrounding the 
Brandywine powder mills. In 1880, he became secretary of a new subsidiary, Repauno 
Chemical Company, which manufactured dynamite at a plant near Gibbstown, New Jersey. 
High explosives were relatively new and untested; Lammot du Pont, the president of 
Repauno, died in 1882 when an experimental device exploded. Shortly thereafter, 
William du Pont became president of both Repauno and the Hercules Powder Company, 
which operated a similar plant in Ohio. He moved the companies' offices from Phila
delphia to Wilmington; eventually, they became a part of the larger DuPont Company 
that was incorporated in 1902. His granddaughter, Mrs. Jean du Pont McConnell, 
has occupied the house for approximately twenty-five years. 

The property was originally patented to Adam Stedham in 1684. After passing 
through several hands, the central tract of 80 acres passed to Thomas Ogle, a 
blacksmith, in 1750. He died on February 19, 1777, but the estate was not settled 
until 1791, after his minor children came of age. His widow married James Brindley, 
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an innholder, who bought the Crooked Billet Inn through a straw man from the 
estate in 1792. About the same time, Brindley acquired other tracts to 
accumulate an 180-acre farm, which his family finally sold in 1864. The two
story, stone carriage house is said to have been built by the Brindleys in 
1801. This building stands near the old trace of Barley Mill Road (since 
replaced by Del. 141), which formerly ran alongside the inn, where the present 
Crooked Billet driveway runs. 
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