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First Postmaster General Named by the Continental Congress 

in Philadelphia July 26, 1775 
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H ON. JAMES A. FARLEY 

POSTMASTER GENE RA' 

FROM WILDERNESS TRAIL TO AIR MAIL 

ONL tlf ,he 1nust impt1rtan~ :Jl't~of the..• first ( ,,nrincnrnl 
(. ongrchs \\as the apprnntmc..•nt nf a n>mnuttcc on 

ro,t.tl ~Cr\'i(C, tvl.,y 2Q, ,-;-i, ()n Jul) 2(1th of the snmc 
)C:tr. this c1.,mm1ttcc maJc its rcp\>rt, an1.I at OllLc Con .. 
~res~ ncart.-J the Po~t ()ffo.c E.,tahlbhmcnt. namm~ 
Bctl)arnin Franklin as Posrmnstcr ( icncral. 

Prcviuu~ to this appointment, rhc Cnlt>nic!'i had what 
""~ krn.1\\n as the Royal ~fail. with all inl.omc accrmnl,! 
fn.,m the same rc\'cnin~ to an aucnt of rhc Kin\;, ~er\'kc 
\\ as p<.hlr, Jcl1,·crv ut the m~tib hcmg largely a mancr uf 
1.:hance. Postal privacy as it nc,,\ exists, was then unhcarJ 
of, the Crown daimmg ri'-!ht t1J rca1.I ull communk:uion~ 
in urJcr lf> Jiscc,,·cr nnJ punish mnkontcnts. 

Private l iti:en!-, of rhar Ja, felt that it" the Cr0wn 
cnjuyL-J thts pnvik-ge, so :-.houlJ they An early 
,, ritcr in the V1r1.?inia Ga:cuc. Jc.s..:rihin\! the arrl\·al 
of a hnx of letters from l:n~land. wrote . . . "of a 
,udJcn, a person snat\:hcs a letter anJ reads the 
tJJrc-.s, EKad! says he.·, I must kn1..>w the l.'.Ontcnts of 

this: ,1nd mak,,!!t off.•· 

J-lowcvcr. in 17g2 C\.,nl;!rcss pn.,,i..-J th1..· Lon A 
suhJct.:tcJ .1nylHlc tn ,1 fine 1..•f $100.oc for ut"istm 
sa1,.tc of the maib, and fur n1hhin~ rhc m 11 or 
t:arrh.:rs, the pcnaltv was Jcath. 

The fiTst rail\\ ay mail cnr maJc ir.s ap))('ann, 
19, 1'-J1'>. nnJ rnn between PhiloJdphrn anu ~ 
No ag.rccmcnt h;i, in)! hc.:cn m.1Jc "irh the l,i-,\ 
the railrnaJ d,arl!cJ what it pleas...J. \\"hen rh 
rca(hi..-J • ~ac.,.x, pcT mile, the ro~rma:;tcr Gener: 
th..: novel si..hcmc 1.lf hav1n!l thl· c..1rr1i..-n bu 
ra.sscn).!cr th. kcrs an1.i 1.. hcd,. their trunks filled w t 
m the hag\!a~c ('ar. \\'hen chc rmlroaJ k-nrn 
practil..:e, "lost" a.nJ "mislaid'' trmk:'I of '-a·ncrs 
frequent on.:uren~c.:. Finallv howcn:-r. (on.,.. 
law~ that TL'"\!ulat"--..J ratt!s. 

~lany hcroit...· figures in Amcm.:.m hi,f\lt1 h t 

associatcJ with the Postal ScrvKc. Paul Rt.-vctc 
pncch rider, °"''m. ( Buffalo Bill I CoJv ,., .. • mcm 
famcJ Pony Ex.pres~. At a more rcu:ttt J;ttr.: ( Ion 
A. Lindhcrgh pioneered in prc,cnr .\1r Mail '< 
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From Rou, Left w Ri~hr Comdius Robinson, John J. Cummings, Harry L. Knox, Marrin J. Dugan, George O'B. McGovern, LinJle H. Thorp, John E. Coleman , 
Francis A. Calhoun, Marrin F. Alvarez, HowarJ M. Hurst. West A. Trotter, Ass'r. Sup'r. of Mails, James J. Boyle, Foreman of Carriers, William M. ForJ, John L. 
Hubcrr, EdwarJ A. Boyle, '>rcphcn DiCccco, George Wm. Grandel. Ralph S. Fisher, John D. Lynch, Samuel H. ReeJ. 

Se.·ond Rou James J. Duffy. Frank R. Coston, Herman F. Armsrron1:, Alonzo W. M1tchell, DaviJ I. Roberts, Harry C. Bierman, Geor~c C. Davis, Harry C. Joyce, 
Charles H. Burkalcw. Geor11e Fischbach, Jr., \X'illiam H. Fleming, John J. Fahey, Joseph 13nchmursk,, Md\'ln T. Farmer, EJwarJ F. Wi11~ins, Paul S. Wirt, William G. Oonaho1.,. 

CARRIERS * * WILMINGTON POSTOFFICE 

Th1T<l Rou James K Smc,llcv. Ocor~e N. 1-h-.ur. Clarcnw l\( Raymond, Charles J. Paulman, \liilli,un G. Ainsworth, John J. O'Connor, \'('ilharn J. Cunni111;ha111, 
Jnhn R. Brown. \\'11lrnm ( llcalcy. C am,11 A. Trum, \\'illi.un F. And,·rsun. David;\.(. Rec J, Lnwrcn,c \X' Pcr:cnow ,k,. \\'ill1.11n A. ffa~uc. Ir. , P.uri,k I H.1::.ir,/ L.,uis A. D11nn. 

/ •1mh Roll Arthur Aus1n1 lo<cpl, P. Henly \1aynud II YNrm.in 1-r nk E. \\nhl Henry H. "'dt:cr, [,h,nr.f / \faJ.,,,., I,., C S,lri,c,. ,,. ,,,.. , 
H.,,m ,n I\\.\\'"""" """ r A A,ker u• I ·nnk I' 11.1 le•,, k, J.,1,n I Sum \ltr,-J ,\ \I;- ,1,h. < lnrcnu J "-1.,rr, < II J. l ,11,..,,., I ,lu, I I • I , ~ l ,r n 1 c h l 11 , Hc.•rt ,~ 1, 
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MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICE :i- ~" SPECIAL DELIVERY MESSENGERS 

Left r,, Ri~ht Lawrence C. Murray, )llhn P. Buckin~ham. \X'illard T. Rlacki,ton, \\'illard F. F-,rd, Eu~cnc F. kclh, C ,Iver(,. Sharplcv, Gcor~c Poole, Cl.tr<ihc P. 
Lind, William Currindcr, John F. Smith, Gn>ri:e W. Duncan, Sup't. 1'--1. V. S. 
'>rECIAL DELIVERY \1EsSFNGERS, Lcfr to Right GL'<.><ge ),,hn,-,n, Jnhn F. Newell, Paul A. Crai~. Gcor •c E. Davi,lson, ,\ltred C'. l lushon,l,, ]<>hn J. Alc,an,lcr, ).,me; 
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COMMITTEES 

JAMES J. CAHILL. Hun"'on· Chm,m,m 

PALIL S. \X'IRT. G«t•-ral Ch,urmcm 
BART C. MILANO. Sc.-ret<t~ J. CLELAND REESE. TwH1m,r 

FRANCIS A. CALHOl s 

CHARLE ... E. CRO~ 

.\lA\SARD B. YEAThiA' 

JoHs MvL\"ESA 

MAY"ARO B. YEATMAN 

j\.lHS Bt CKISl~HAvl 

'>-
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
)owe J. FAHEY. Chairm,m 

1:J,. 

PARADE COMMITTEE 
WtLLARD F. FoRo, Chairman 

1:J,. 

GUEST COMMITTEE 
]<'"" J. D<'t'liHERTY, Ch,1irm,111 

JOHN BvcKINlOHA~ 

1:J,. 

BANQUET COMMITTEE 
J. CLELAND REESE, Ch,1irm<1n 

FRA"C" A. CALHOl " 

1:J,. 

J<m" J. D,w<aKERn 

BART C. MtLA'<<' 

FRASK H. MonRE 

J, CLELA'10 REEsE 

BAt<T C.. ~1tLANl'I 

5A'1LEL H. Reen 
]OKS Mt LVE,SA 

PROGRAM AND PRINTING COMMITTEE 

j,,11,-; J. FAHEY, ChairmCI 
BART C. MILAN<' 

1:J,. 

CHARLES A. Bt·cKALEW, Hut11Yidn 

FRASK H. M,,n•E 

DEDICATION EXERCISES COMMITTEE 
FRANK H. Mtl<."IRE, Ch,urmdn 

CHARLE!-o E. Clh) ...... 

)<>KN ). FAKE\ 

Jn11:s J. D,n ,,HERn 

\X'tLLARt) F. F<1RO 

FRA:-<Cts A. Qt tt,LE\. Jn. 

1:J,. 

RECEPTION COMMITTEE 
MR. M,H'1ARO B. YEATMAN, Chctirman 

MR. LEWIS A. BELL MR. )AME, N. SMEOI.EY MR. J,,11,.; E. Cl>LEMA" 

1:J,. 

LADIES AUXILIARY COMMITTEE 
Ma,. LEE K. BAKER, Chairman 
MR~. ERNEST AcKER.\.tAN 

MR~. )OHS Bt CKINGHA'-1 

Mss. A'1THONY J. ElsALllT 

MR,. WtLLARll F. FORD 

MR~. CAIHERINE HARKISS 

MR,. J<>serH Pat·ssKA,Kt 

MRs. CLARENCE L1sn. \l'r....,.·tun: 

MRs. )AMES J. &wu 

MR"'. As:--:E. B,·RE:,,.:~ 

MRs. HARR\ FAtRLAMD 

MRS. GEOR\.;E 'X'. GRA:,.;llEL 

MRs. BAR r C. MtLAN<' 

MRs. )OH'< E. xorr 

~RS. FR""" E. WAHL 

GUESTS 



COMMITTEES 

JAJ\.IES J CAHILL. 1-/unorary Clu11nnt1, 
PAUL s. ~·!RT. Cien,-r.a! Clu1inn,m 

MILAN(). Se,-r.i"" J. CLELAND REESE. Treamr"' 
BART C'. 

F RA'.':CI", A. CALH()l,:,.: 

CHARLES E. GROS, 

\.1A\NARD B. YEATMA" 

j oH-.. 1'·1' L\'ESA 

l:}-

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
)<>HS J. FAHE\. Chairmdn 

l:}-

PA RA DE COMMITTEE 
W1LLARD F. FoRI), Chdirman 

J:}-

J,,H:s J. DoL <>HER rv 
·B.-•r C. M1LAsO 

FRA~K H. N1onRE 

J. CLELA"n Reese 

GLEST COMMITTEE 
)<'H" J. o,,n,HERT\, Chairman 

RARr C. M1LA"'' FM.ASCIS A. CALHO\. s 

l:}-

BANQL. ET COMMITTEE 
J. CLELAND Ree,e, Chdmncrn 

MA\"SARD B. YEAfMA~ 

joH:,,.; Bl'ct-:.t"ll.,HAM 

,,. 
S.-."t" H. Reen 
JoH" Mt L\'E'-" 

PROGRA11-I AND PRINTING COMMITTEE 

)OH'< J. FAHE,, Clw1rman 
BART C. Mn . .-.,m 

1;/-

CHARLE"' A. Bt CKALE\.\. H1,wm1n 

FH.A~l-( H ~rh.lllHE 

DEOICATION EXERCISES COMMITTEE 
FRA"K H. M,><>SE, Chmmurn 

C'HA1llF.S E. C'Rl''S 

)nH'< J. F.-.Hn 

;:;,. 

)OH'- J. D , >n,HEklY 

\X' ILLARD F. F,,sn 

RECEPTlON COMMITTEE 
MR. M"""ARD 8. YEATMA", Ch<1irman 

MR. LEWIS A. BELL MR. )A'IE, N. SMEOLE\' MR. )OHS E. COLEMAN 

l:}-

LADIES AU XI LIAR Y COMJ\.•11TTEE 
M Rs. LEE K. BAKER, Chairma11 
MRs. ER~EsT AcKERMA!'. 

MR~. JOH" BL'CK1Sl;HA\t 

Mu,. A"iTHO'<\' J, fa-ALDl 

M1ts. \VILLARD F. FoRD 

?v1n~. CLARE:--:CE Li:....:o. Sc.:(."TC.:lan 

MRs. J.-.,1es J. Bol'LE 

?v1Rs. A""E Brne:,;, 
J\.1Rs. H.-.RRV FAIRLA'IR 

MR,. 0EOR<,E w. GRA"llE 

]1.,1.,. 8.-.RT C. MILA,SO MR!-i. CATHERl'.':E HARKl:-..s 

N1R~. JosEPH PRL ssKASKI MR,. jnH:-; E. S..:,,rr 

~1.,. FR,.'-K E. WAHL 
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by purchase, gift or otherwise, during the year: the 
number lost or missing; the number of visitors attend­
ing; the number of books loaned out, and the general 
character of such books; with such other statistics, 
information and suggestions, as they may deem of 
general interest. All such portions of said report as 
relate to the receipt and expenditure of money, as 
well as the number o:11 books on hand, books lost or 
missing and books purchased shall be verified by 
affidavit.-Connecticut: General Statutes, 1918, v. 1, pp. 
371, 376, 377, 378, 379. 

FLORIDA 
Section 1881. The library board shall, on or before 

the second Monday in June in each year make a report 

to th~ city or town council of the condition- of their 
trust; on the first day of June in such year, showing 
all moneys received and expended; the number of 
books and periodicals on_ hand; newspapers and cur­
rent literature subscribed for or donated to the read­
ing room department; the number of books land 
periodicals ordered by purchase, gift or obtained dur­
ing the year, and the number lost or missing; the num­
ber of visitors attending; the number of and char­
acter of books loaned or issued, with such statistics, 
information and suggestions as they may deem of 
general interest, or as the city or town council may 
require, which report shall be verified by affidavit of 
the proper officers of said board.--Florida: Revised 
General Statutes, 1920, v. 1, p. 1029. 

THE MAIN FACADE OF THE WILMINGTON INSTITUT,E FREE L!ERARY. E. L. TILTON AND A. M. GITHENS ARCHITECTS 

Wilmington's New Library Building 
THE new library building in Wilmington is 

on Tenth Street and extends from Market 
to King Streets, facing Rodney Square, a 

beautiful park in the heart of the business dis­
trict. On the west side of Rodney Square is the 
large Du Pont Building. On the east side is 
the combined City and County Building of 
classic design. The library is two stories high 
on Market Street and three stories on King 
Street, and is one hundred and eighty-five feet 
long by: eighty feet wide. Messrs. E. L. Tilton 
and A. M. Githens, of New York, were the 
architects of the Library and the duPont En­
gineering Company, of Wilmington, the general 
contractors. 

The building is in the Roman Classic style and 
is built of gray-white limestone. The double 
entrance doors are heavy, paneled black walnut, 
each valve eighteen feet high by four feet wide, 
visible only when the library is closed. Visitors 
pass thru swinging glass doors just inside the 
large front doors and find themselves in a 
beautiful hall in Pompeiian decoration, design 
and colort being copied directly from the Bosco 
Reale rooms in the New York Metropolitan 
:Museum of Art. Broad stairways lead from 
each end of this hall to the second, floor. 

The entranc-e hall is separated from the library 
proper by a glass screen about ten feet high, 
just inside of which will be found the mai:µ 
delivery desk in .the center of a large space 
seventy feet long by thirty-five feet wide, open 
to the roof and lighted by a large skylight. The 
limits of this central Atrium are defined bv 
polished black columns. A corridor extend~ 
around the Atrium on. the second floor, and the 
roof is supported by buff columns. The frieze 
above the 1ower columns is an ivory-toned cast 
of the Panthenaic procession from the Par· 
thenon. All the color decoration of the build­
ing has been concentrated in the hallway and in 
the central Atrium. 

The main floor is without corridors and with 
few partitions, one room giving direct access to 
another and all supervised in a general way 
from the delivery desk at the entrance. There 
is an unusually large proportion of useful floor 
space, and a sense of openness and soft light. 
Back of the delivery desk are free-standing 
wooden cases with wooden cases around the 
walls, shelving fiction and other much-used 
books . 

. On the east end of this floor is the main read­
ing and reference room, seventy-five feet long · 
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THE DELIVERY DESK FROM REFERENCE DEPARTMENT 

by forty-five feet wide, one-half of which is used 
for readers and one-half for the shelving of 
about fifty thousand volumes open to the public. 
Above the shelving is a mezzanine floor open 
to readers upon request. 

On the west end is the magazine reading room 
about forty-five feet square, on each side of 
which are administrative offices. 

On the east end of the building underneath 
the main reading and reference room is the 
children's room, with a separate entrance from 
King Street. The children's room is exceedingly 
attractive, enhanced by the thirteen large paint­
ings above the low bookcases, the originals of 
N. C. Wyeth's illustrations for "Robinson 
Crusoe." There is an entrance from this room 
directly to the stacks and another to the stair­
way which leads to the main floor. 

Underneath the main floor are two tiers of 
Snead stacks providing shelving for three hun­
dred thousand: volumes. 

With the exception of three small rooms given 
over to members of the staff, the second flom 
is not at present used for library purposes. On 
the west end: of the building is a small 1 ecture 
hall; on the east end a large room, with over­
head lighting which will . be leased to the Wil­
mington Society of Fine Arts for the permanent 
exhibit of the collection of Howard Pyle Pic­
tures. 

Both of these rooms can be taken over for 
library purposes whenever such a course is 

THE ENTRANCE HALL 

necessary. There is also an unassigned room on 
this floor. 

The building is equipped with an electric 
elevator, electric booklift for the reference de­
partment, and other mechanical equipment usual 
in a modern building. 

ARTHUR L. BAILEY, Librarian. 

Books for European Libraries 
A MOST important result . . . has been to 

render it almost impossible to keep ilp 
the flow of learned periodicals and journals 
from France, England and America into the 
libraries [ of Central European universities] 
and to obtain the equipment necessary for the 
conduct of laboratories. Professors in the 
greatest of these institutions continually com­
plain that they are month by month falling 
behind in a conspectus of world events in re­
search and scholarship. . . And the present 
position of monetary exchange makes it impos­
sible either to fill the gaps in their libraries 
caused by the dead years of the War or. to 
establish unbroken connections with post-war 
publication. . . . No task the learned societies 
and educational associations of Engl,and and 
America could undertake could compare in so­
cial value with the effort to fill out the ·broken 
files in the libraries of Central Europe and to 
suoply the materials of experiment to their 
laborafories.-Thomas H. Dickinson, in "The 
New Old-World." Dutton, 1923. p. 105. 
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VIEW OF. SNEAD STANDARD TYPE A STACK, WILMINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
WILMINGTON, DEL. 

The Wilmington Public Library was designed by Edward L. Tilton 
and Alfred Morton Githens. Associated Architects. Mr. A. L. Bailey is 
the Librarian. 

The Stack Room is located below the main floor. The stack is a "dark 
stack" 2 tiers high and supports the Reading Room floor immediately above. 
The short stack stairways are located close to the delivery desk, giving 
quick access to the Reading Room. 

We invite Librarians to write us about their Storage problems. Our 
Planning and Sales Departments will gladly furnish you with tentative 
layouts and estimates of cost. 

SNEAD & COMPANY 
Founded 1849 

92 PINE STREET, JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY 

Canadian Branch: 250 Richmond Street West, Toronto, Ontario 



GOLD BALLROOM 

Both the elegance and the versatility of the Hotel du Pont 
are typified by the Gold Ballroom, a spacious, beautiful room 
with a seating capacity at dinner of 500 persons. This g raclous 
room may serve as a site for a business session in the afternoon 
and, after an hour's reception In the DuBarry Room above it, 
may assume a new face as the scene of a dinner dance. This 
and other facilities of the Hotel du Pont make up a centrally­
located "city", halfway between New York and Washington, 
30 minutes from Philadelphia, served by Wilmington and 
Philadelphia airports and the Pennsylvania Railroad, and 
located on direct routes to Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware 
and Maryland turnpikes for easy access by automobile. 

GOLD BALLROOM 

HOTEL DU PONT 
11TH STREET AT MARKET/ WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19898 

MEMBER OF AMERICAN HOTEL AND MOTEL ASSOCIATION 
AAA-RECOMMENDED/ DELAWARE TRAVEL COUNCIL 

DELAWARE HOTEL· MOTEL ASSOCIATION 

HOTEL DU PONT'S MEETING AND PRIVATE DINING ROOMS 

ROOM SIZE MEETINGS BANQUET 

LOWER GRILL-CAFETERIA 45' X 62' 250 250 LEVEL 

GOLD BALLROOM 48' X 88' 500 470 

LOBBY GOLD BALLROOM FOYER 33' X 48' 150 150 
LEVEL OU BARRY 48' X 53' 210 190 

CHRISTINA ROOM 24' X 49' 100 100 

FLAMINGO SUITE 14' X 22' 20 16 
TERRACE ROOM 11' X 23' 30 20 

. SECOND GARDEN ROOM 11' X 17' 18 12 FLOOR 
HUNT ROOM 17' X 34' 50 45 
SUSSEX ROOM 23' X 23' 25 36 

ELEVENTH GEORGIAN SUITE 12' X 49' 60 50 FLOOR 

FOR RESERVATIONS, PHONE AREA CODE 302 • Olympia 6-8121 
TELETYPE 302-762-3435 



DU BARRY ROOM 

The Hotel du Pont is a city ... a city of travelers whose 
population exceeds 500 persons . , . a convention city on week­
ends when companies and organizations hold conventions, 
conferences and sales meetings ... a tourist center with 
weekend tours to historic points ... a social center with dances, 
wedding receptions and dinners ... a cultural city with a 
continuing program of public and private functions ... a 
sports center with two area race tracks offering thoroughbred 
and harness racing four months a year. Like any modern, 
attractive city, the Hotel du Pont has many interesting facets. 

DU BARRY ROOM 

The convention facilities of the Hotel are designed with taste 
and practicality. Three hundred and twenty-five guest rooms­
many in suite combinations-are available. Each is air con­
ditioned and equipped with a private bath, radio, television 
and 24-hour telephone service, Bellman service is available if 
desired, Self-service ice makers are on every floor. Free parking 
Is provided overnight guests. 

The Hotel maintains an ?Xtensive array of materials for 
group meetings such as projection equipment, special lighting 
arrangements, display materials, stages, lecterns, and public 

address systems. Equal ly important is the Hotel's t rained staff 
of 300 persons. Public dining and cocktail facilit ies, illustrated 
on the pages that fol low, add variety and convenience un­
equalled in the state. Located on the premises are a barber 
shop, beauty shop, jewelry store, real estate and insurance 
offices, drug store, gift shop, opticians, newsstands, bank, 
stock brokerage offices, men's and women's clothing stores, 
theatre with Broadway plays, and other faci lities for complete, 
enjoyable living. Near the Hotel in center city is a variety of 
theatres, stores, library and sightseeing attractions. 



Cl IRISTIN/1 ROOM 

Like any city, the face of the Hotel is changing ... in a way 
that wi II meet your approval. One such change is the renovation 
of the aristocratic Christina Room above, with its carved panel­
ing and Wyeth masterpieces, a delightful setting for a reception, 
private dinner or business luncheon. The Green Room has a 
grandeur that, like the delicious breakfasts, luncheons, dinners 
and buffets served there, is unexcelled. Not illustrated is the 
Hotel's Grill-Cafeteria, a tastefully-decorated dining facility on 
the lower level, open Monday throuQh Friday, 

CRcEN ROOM 

The photograph in the upper rig ht illustrates a room you've 
seen before, but in different attire. The DuBarry Room, in this 
scene, has been transformed into a striking dining facility. 

DU BARRY ~QOM 

The rendering which is shown above is the Hotel's popular 
Brandywine Room, a lounge finished in the pleasing decor of 
an early American inn for cocktails and leisurely late supper, 



GRccN ROOM 

The photograph in the upper right illustrates a room you've 
seen before, but in different attire. The Du Barry Room, in this 
scene, has been transformed into a striking dining facility. 

DU BARRY ROOM 

The rendering which is shown above is the Hotel's popular 
Brandywine Room, a lounge finished in the pleasing decor of 
an early American inn for cocktails and leisu rely late supper. 

HISTORIC NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE-more than 300 years 
old with many original buildings. 

HAGLEY MUSEUM-devoted to the industrial history of the United States, including the 
founding and development of the Du Pont Company. 

WINTERTHUR MUSEUM - largest and richest collection of early American antiques, especially furniture, and a spring garden. 

TOURS 
A feature which the Hotel du Pont is in a unique position to 
provide is a series of guided tours of culturally-rich Delaware 
Valley. Clubs, organizat ions and convention groups of 30 or 
more are given guest room accommodations, meals and tour 
guides at attractive weekend rates. Transportation may be 
arranged by the tour groups or by the Hotel. The photographs 
on this panel show a sampling of accessible points of interest. 

LONGWOOD GARDENS - world famous horticultura I dis~lay gardens. 
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. its hospitcallly ond nne food. In •h• Hore-I lhere ore-

two populo r dining rooms . . , the Green Ro om Cl J1d 

tne Brandywine Room. He,,o you' 11 flnd the be-st in 

'."'::"::':~~-- delicious focd - pr•pored by e11tperts - ,erwed to 

you in a friendly, 

MUSHROOM CEHTER The small lawn of l<en­
t1ett Square, Penn1ylvonia, loc:oted just thirteen 
mlle, west of Wilmington, ii one of the coun­
tr)'1

1 most important mu,hroom growing centers, 

LONGWOOD GARDENS The 9arden1 ond con. 
servotories at Longwood have been described 
01 the nation's finest privately owned horticul­
tural colledlon. Fountain displays, a pipe or­
gan and open air theatre adjoin the gardens 
that are open to the public all year around. 

ROCKFORD TOWER l•oide 1h11 old water towor 
is o long, windi ng stairway which loads to an 
obse"'atory at the top. A panoramic view of 
Wilmington, the Delaware Rfver and u,rrou11cf­
lng orea, moy be sean from th• Towe,11 

obs er..,atory. 

COOCH'S BRIDGE It wa1 at Cooch's Bridge in 
September 1777 thot lhe American flag~ made 
by Betsy Rou, wa1 first unfurled ha baltle. 
Tki1 historic bridge al10 mork1 the sfte of the 
onty Rovolutlonary engagement fought on 
DelawOt'e soil. 

DELAWARE PARK located ot Stanton, Dela­
ware, eight miles southwest of Wilmington, the 
pork features •horoughbred hone racing every 
year frcn" the end of May to the Fourth of 
July. 

UNIVERSITY OF DELAWAn In 1833 a legi1• 
lariv• enactment Htabl ished "Newo,l Collea•" 
in Newark, D91aware. Now called the Unl­
ve rs II)' of Del a wan, old "Newark Cofl•ge 11 

hr;15, , , iri the pa,t century grown, fo bot~ 
the ru,ntabl!r of building5 and the number of 
st udenh, to bl! came o fu ll-'1edged un ive rs i ty. 

GOVERNOR BACON HEALTH CENTER The 
H•a I th Center, nam@d afte, o fo ,mer g 1>Yern1>1 
of Dalaware, is Joc:al@d In neorby Delowcue 
City on the original aita of Fort dul'ont. Opened 
iJI 1949~ the Cer,rer con1iafl of 1ev•nteen 
bul I dings Cl nd hen room fo, over nva hundred 
potl~nh. 

NEW CASTLE COURTHOUSE New Ca,1le, Clelo• 
wore ....-05 thlf!! F\tlf p I! ,miu,ent Dutch uttl emanf 
in Am erl ca t1nd ls one of th• ol d@1t lown1 In 
the countty~ The old CourfhouH in New Ca1tle-
1erwed a1 the Col oni a I wpi tol unti I lhe Reve-
1 uti onarr War. 

THE ROCKS Here, in 1638, I he Swede, londocl 
e J\d mode the- fl rH pe,manent aett lement Jn 
Delcwore, c:olling It Fa,t Chrislinia. A blaclc, 
gra nit• man um ent, d• d I cat@d by the C,own 
Prince of Sweden, commemorate, 1h~1 fomou1 
landingp 

OL0 SWEDES CHURCH Holy Trl"IIY IOld 
Swedo,I Chunh, built In 169a, h believed ,o 
be one of the olde1t Proteltant Chur-thi!-1 In 
North Americ.o, Weekly se1¥lce1 ara stilJ h•la': 
in 01 d Swede, Ch •rch, 

J/tenu 
You write it .. . We'll mail it 

NAM"-----------------------------

ADDRESS, __________________________ _ 

CITY------------- STATE ______________ _ 

OlD TOWN HALL Built In 1798, Wilmington', 
01 d Town Ho 11 nuw s:e,vea aa Ill• mu1e um far 
th• Hl1toricol Sodely of Deleware. It Is open 
to the pub I I, on weekdoy, e-xcepf during the 
"'onth of Augull. 

BR.ANDYWINE PARK Wilminglon's beautifully 
landscaped park which extends approximotely 
th,ee miles along the famous Brandywine 
Creek. The park feature, a small 100, foun• 
toin dhplay1, ond playgrounds for children. 

DELAWARE ART CENTER Th• Art CHter Is 
,he hwne of pubtic art collections in Delawan,. 
Of portinlor interest care the painting, of th• 
I ale Howard Pyle, and the Ban croft <o II e<ti on 
of pro-Raphaelll• painting,, 

Fl AST DU PONT POWDER MILL Tho manufoc. 
tu,e of powder WCtS s.foned by tt.e duPont 
family in 1802 lo this small bvildlng located 
on tho Brandywine Cra•k near Wilmington. 

.J 
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The Hotat du Pont, in Wilminl31or1, l'!i ~II known for 

il:5 hu'5pitalllv onct flC"e ~ocd. In the Hotel there- 1:1re 

t""o populC1r dining rooms , , , 11,e Green RDom and 

lhu Brandywine Room. t-h!rra, vou"II A"d the be-st in 

delicious faad - p,•pare-d by experts - •nHv•d to 

you in a hi endly, red ,u I atinos,:i hi!'r•. 
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MUSI/ROOM CENTER The small town of Ken• 
11elt Squore, Ponnsylvonio, located lust thirteen 
mlle, west of Wilmington, is one of the c:oun­
t,y'.s most important mushroom growing c:enters. 

LONGWOOD GARDENS Tho ga,dens and con­
sarvotories at Longwood have been described 
as the notion's flnest prlvately owned horticul­
tural collection. Fountain dil,plays, a pipe or­
gan and open air theatre adioin the gardent 
that ore opon to the publlc oll year around. 

ROCKFORD TOWER ln1ide this old waler tower 
is. a long, winding stairway which lead1, to on 
observatory at the top. A panoramic view of 
Wilmington, the Delaware R♦Yer and surround .. 
Ing area, may be seen from the Tower's 
observatory. 

COOCH'$ BRIDGE It was at Cooch'• Bridge in 
September 1777 lllat the American Aa9, made 
by Behy Ron, wat flnt unfurled In battle. 
Thi, historic bridge also madr:s the 1ite of the 
o"ly Revolutlortcify engagement fe11"-'51ht on 
Delowo,e soil~ 

DELAWAaE PARK located at Stanton, Dela­
ware, eight mll es southwest of Wilmington, the 
park featuru thoroughbred horse racing every 
year from the end of Moy to the Fourth of 
July. 

1/NIVERSITY OF DELAWARE In 1833 a logl,. 
lative enodment establis.hed 11 Newcuk Coflege•• 
in Newark, Deloware. Now called the Uni· 
'Yenlty of Deraware, old 11Newark Collegl!l11 

hos, , . in tl,e pa1t century 9rown1 In b-oth 
the n1,1mber of buildfn91 aftd the numb&r' of 
.sh•dents, fa become o fwl l•fledged unlvenlry~ 

GOVERNOR IACON HEALTH CENTH Tho 
H~a Ith Center, nort'I ed afler a former 9ov1 rnor 
of Delawo,.., h located In 11ecarby Delaware 
City on the origin a I Ii h! of forf d"-'Po nt. Opened 
in 1948, tho C enh: r ,ans.I •h of s eve '1tee n 
buHdlngs a11d l,as room for over flye hundr'ed 
patients, 

NEW CASrLE COURTHOIISE New Ca,llo, Dola­
waNI wa1 the nrst permanent Dutch uttlcment 
in Ameri,a and 1, one of the oldest towns In 
the co~ntry. The old Cou,thouse In New Coctl• 
1@,vecl o, lh@ Col onl ol cop llo I unlll th• ·••o· 
lutlo11ory War. 

THE ROCKS Ho,o, In 1638, lhe Swede, lllflded 
and made Iha fl r1t p.,mane nt .set tr emer1t i,. 
Delawaret c:alling it For1 Chrl1tlnlo, A block, 
gr"c111ite monumerlt, cledic:ated by the Crov,r1 
Prl nee- of Sweden1 comm emorote1 thl I fam ou1 
landing. 

OlO SWEDES CHI/RCH Holy Trinity COid 
Swed es> Church, bui I I In 1698, is boUoved lo 
be one of the olde,t Prote1tant Chuf'ch11 in 
North ,Amerlil:a. Weekly service, are stHI .held 
In ~Id Swadea Church. 

You write it ... We'll mail it 

NAME, __________________________ _ 

ADDRESS, _________________________ _ 

CITY _____________ STATE _____________ _ 

OLD TOWN HALL Built in 1798, WIimington', 
Old Town Holl now serves os the museum for 
1he Historical Sod1ty of Delaware. •t 11 apen 
to lhe publlc: on weekdays l!-IC'Ctpt during the­
month of Aug1>1t. 

BRANDYWINE PARK Wilmington's boautlfully 
landscoped park which extends approximately 
three miles along the famous Brandywine 
Creek. The park features a small 100, foun .. 
toin displays, and playgrounds for children. 

DElAWARE All CENTER The Art Conlor I• 
the hame of plll,Uc art collections In D•Jaware. 
Of padlcular lnferesf ore the paintit191, of tha 
I al• How a rd Pyle, ond lhe Ba ncrofl collection 
of pn-Raphaetitt11 paint I ngs.. 

FIRH DI/ PONT POWDER Mill Tho manufac­
ture of powder was .$1Coted by the duPont 
family In 1802 in this 1mall b1o1llding located 
on the Brandywl,te Creek near WIimington. 
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The Hotel dlJ Pont1 in Wilmlngtoni 11 well known for 

iJs hO$pllallty cind fine food. 111 tho Hot♦I then! CH& 

two pa o pulor dini r'lg room g . . the Green Ro om and 

th• Droridywine Room. H♦,~ you'll find th~ best in 

food - prep,ued by exp ~rti - served Io 

--~kE 

~ '1 · - ~ 
m:umv~,4-- efJ;~ JK 

MU SH ROOM CE N fH Tho •ma II town of Ken• 
'"ett Square, Pan11,yl vonio, locat@d lu1t ,hirreen 
mllu we-at of WIimington, i1 one of the co--11~ 
t,y's rt'IOSt Important m111h,oon, growing centers. 

LONGWOOD GARDENS The gardens and con­
servatories at Longwood hove been d&1cribed 
0-1 the nation's finest privately owned horticuf .. 
turol collecUon. FountaJn displays, a pipe ar­
gon and open air theatre adjoin the garden, 
that are open to the pvblic all yoar around. 

ROCKFORD TOWER h11ide thf• old wole, tower 
Is a long, windins, stai,way which leods to an 
observatory o, the top, A panoramic view of 
Wilmington, the Delaware River and surrDwnd­
lng 0f'ea, may be se•n from th• Tower'1 
obi er\'CII ory. 

COOCH'S BRIDGE It wa, al Cooch', Bridge in 
September 1777 that thll:' American flog, mode 
by Behy Rou, was fl,st unfurled In battle. 
Tkl1 historic bridge alto mark5 the sit@ of the 
only Revolutloflorr engage'"eJtt hught on 
Delawa,e: 1011. 

DELAWARE PARK localed c,t 5tanton, Do/a. 
ware, eight miln sou•hvtelt of WIimington, the 
pa,k feah,,es thoroughbred hon& radng every 
year from the end of Moy to the Fourth 1>f 
July, 

UNIVERSITY OF DfLAWARE In 1 !33 a l•gls• 
I ative enactment eltabl i5hed • 1 N 11:'war• Co 11 ege'' 
in Newa,k, DM Clwore, Now <GI led the Unl­
veni ly of DeJowara, old 11 New a r)c; Cal lesre' ' 
h01. . . in the pa1t century grown, in both 
the number of bt1ildin91 ond thf!! number of 
.st1,1dents1 to become a full-fledged unlvll!r$it)', 

GOVUNOR BACON HEALTH CENJU The 
H&olth (f!'nte,, nomecl af,er a fa,mer governor 
1111f Delaware, h •ocoted in neorb~ Delaware 
City on th• original iii@ Df Fo,, dvPont. Opened 
In 1948, thei Canter consilf, of sever,teen 
b1.1i ldi nga a11d ha1 room for over five hundred 
patients. 

NEW CAULE COUUHOUSE New Co,tle, Pelo­
wore was the not parmanenJ Dutch s.ertlll!me-nt 
In Amerlc:a and i1 on• of th& oldest tawns In 
lhe coltntry. The old Courthouu in New C1:11lle 
served 01 the Colonial tupitar ul"ltil the Re•~ 
lution11,y Wor, 

TliE ROCKS Hero, in 1638, tho Swodeo londod 
and made the flnt peormanent 1etrlt1mant Jn 
Delaware, c:al , i ng It .Fort Christinia. A black, 
granite monument1 dedicated by the Crown 
P,lnce of Sweden, commemorate, thl1 forncius 
londlng. 

OLO SWEDES CHURCH Holy Trlnlly !Old 
Swede,) Church, built in 1698, I, belin•d to 
be one of the oldu• Protestant Churr:lw1 In 
Norlh Ame,ito, Weekly 1ervite1 ore s.lill held 
in O Id 5 wed•• Church. 

~ 
You write it ... We'll mai.l it 

NAME, ___________________________ _ 

ADDRESS, _______ __________________ _ 

CITY _____________ STATE ______________ _ 

OLD TOWN HAU BuOt In 1798, WIimington', 
Old Te¥1n HaU now Hrve1 01 the mu1eum far 
the Hhtorlcol Scrciety of Dalawa,e, It i1 open 
te11 the public an weekdays except during th• 
month of Augt1:lt, 

BRANDYWINE PARK WIimington's beaulllully 
lc:-nd1Caped po-rk which extends. approximately 
three miles along the famo1,1s Brandywine 
Creek. The park features a small 100, foun• 
toin d isplays, and playgrounds for children. 

DELAWARE ART CENTER TIie Art Center is 
thll:' home- of publlc art coll@ctlO'II in Delaware. 
Of portlc~lar interest ara tha paintings of the 
•at@ Howord Pyt e, and the Banc raft co 11 e d I on 
of pre~ Raphoe-11 te pa i ntil"lg:1, 

FIRST DU PONT POWDER MILL Jhe manufac­
ture of powder wa1 1talied by the duPont 
lomlly In 1802 In 1h11 ,mall building located 
on Iha Brandywine Crl!-eJc hear Wilmington, 
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ll'le Hotal du Pont, In Wilmington, is well ltnawn for 

Ht ho5pilality and flr1~ food. '" 1f,e- Hotef there t.u·Q 

two populbr dining rooms , , lh~ G .. ee-n Room or,cl 

the Rrcndvwino Room. Her~ you'll flnd the beit in 

food - pr-epored by oxpe-ru - 'ierved to 

you in a fri1mdly, re,lful ohriosphere . 

.-----.tE 
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MUSHROOM COIHR Tho ,moll town of Kon­
:nett Square, Pennsylvanlo, located just Phi,,te en 
n,ll n west of Wilmington, 11 one of the coun­
try'• most important mushroom growing centers. 

LONGWOOD GARDENS Th• gorden, ond ••n• 
~ervatoriea at langwoac:I have been deurib@d 
as the nation•, flne1t prl-vately owned horticul­
tural c:oltectlon. Fountain display,, a pipe o r­
gan and open air theatre adjoin the 9a,den1 
Jhat are open to the public oll year around, 

IOCKFOIID TOW~R Jn1ida thi1 old water tower 
is a long, winding 1toirway which lead1 to an 
ob,ervatofy ot the top. A panoramic view of 
Wilmington, the Delawa re Rfver and surround­
Ing orea, may be seen from the Tower's 
observatory. 

COOCH'S BRIDGE II was a t Cooch', Bridge in 
Septemb-er 1777 that the American ftag, made 
by Betsy Rou, wo1 fint unfurled In battle. 
This historic bridge C1ho marks, lhe site ot the 
only Revoluliol\ary e"9agemant fought on 
Delawa,,e. soil. 

DELAWARE PARK located at Stanton, Dela­
ware, eight mtles southwest of Wilmington, the 
park features tho,oughbred hor, e racing every 
year from the end of May to the fourfti of 
July. 

UN IVERSITY OF DELAWARE In 1833 a logl•­
Jatlve enoictm1nt established 11 Nework Colle9e1

' 

in Newark, Delaware. Now called the Uni• 
V@ot,lty of Delaware, old "Newark College" 
ha.1. • , in the post century grown, In both 
the numb@or of bullding5 and the number of 
stud•nlt, fo become Cl full.fledged university. 

GOYERNQR BACON HEALTH CENTER The 
Hea lth Center, named after o former governor 
of Delaware, i, located In nearby Delaware 
City on the original site of Fort duPont. Opened 
In 1948, the Center c:on1i1b of seventeen 
bulldl ng • ond has '"""' far over five h u lldred 
patlenPs. 

NEW CASTLE COURl"OUSE New Coule, Dela• 
ware was th• flnt perm anent Dutch I eH lem ent 
In Amerka and is one of th• old•st low"• In 
the c.ou ntry. The o•d Courthovte in Hew Castle 
,erved a• the Colonlgl copllol until lhe Re.o­
lutiontafY War, 

THE ROCKS Her1!1 in 16JB, the Swedes landed 
and made tha ftrd pi!tmonent settlement In 
Delaware, calling ilit Fort Christinia. A black, 
gronite monument, dedicated by the Craw11 
Prin(~ of Swl!!den1 11:ommemorate-1 this farr.ov, 
landing. 

OLD SWEDES CHURCH Holy Trinity (Old 
Swedu I Church, built in 1698, I, belloved 10 
be one of the oldest Protetfant Church•u ht 
North A111erlc~. Weekly 1ervi1:e1 ar• .till held 
In 01 d Swade, Chutch. 

You write it , .. 

NAME---- ---- ------------------

ADDRESS _________________________ _ 

CITY------------- STATE ___________ ___ _ 

~ 

OlD TOWN "ALL Built In 1798, Wilmington's 
Old Town Holl now ••rvH cis the mu,eum for 
the Mhtorlcal Society of Delaware. Ir i, open 
to lhe publ ic OIi weekday1 except during the 
mGnth of Augu1t. 

BRANDYWINE PARK Wllmlnglon' s beautifully 
landscaped park which extend, approximately 
three miles a long the famous Brandywine 
Creek. The park features a small zoo, foun­
toin dl1play1, and playgrounds for children. 

DELAWARE All CENTER The Art Conte, i, 
the home of publl1: art collectlan1 In Delowore. 
Of partic-.lor intere,t are the painting, of the 
I ote How a rd Pyle, ond the Bon crolt coll• d Ion 
of p,a-laphaollte po I nll ng,, 

flRST DU PONT POWDER MILL The monufoc­
ture of powder was started by the duPont 
family In 1802 In this smoll building locoted 
on thl!! Brondywine Creok near Wilmington. 



CA2SA_q aornrn, 1722.-1784 

::ot es based !Ila inly on ':Ti lliam P. Frank's Caesar :iodne,y I patriot. c197 5 . . 

Freface1 C.R. named "De's hero for all times and all seasons" 
"De's patriot first, last, and for all time to come" 

Had De had a poet of the stature of Henry 'dadsworth Longfellow, 
Rodney's ride might have been eulogized as was Faul Revere's ride in 
Mass , , A pr i 1, 177 5 , 

Movie and the play, "1776", made C.R. known to the nation, 
Equestrian statue in Rodney Square, Wilmington, gives honor 
C,R, was not a scholar and was handicapped by a facial cancer 

and severe asthma. His life of only 55 years ended soon aft~~ the 
War for Independence was won, 

A - Ancestors and Early Life 

B -

1, William Rodney m, Alice Caesar, daughter of Sir Thomas and 
Susanna Caesar, who can be traced to an Italian Doctor, who 
moved to England in 1550 from Treviso, Italy, English spelling 
would have been"Rodeney," 

2, Wm. migrated to America 1681 or 1682 to eastern shore, Md. 
Moved to Phila, and then to Sussex Co,, then to St, Jones Neck, 
East Dover Co, in Kent Co, He married twice, had 9 children, 
Was active in the government of all J Be counties. 

J, Caesar, youngest son, b,1707 - m. Elizabeth Crawford, daughter , 
of Christ Church clergyman, 8 children. Eldest was C,R, b, Oct , J 
7, 1728 on his father's farm at St. Jones Neck . 

4, C.R. was sent to Latin School.in Phila. whe~ a teenager of . 14 yrs, 
5, C, R:•s father died when C, R, was 17 yrs. Nicholas R ... dgely

1 
·wa·s ··- · ··-· 

named as his guardian, 

Poli ti cal Life • ' ' \· ... 
1, C, R. at age 27 became high sher iff of Kent Co, and for the ~ 

following 29 years served honorably in public office 
2, At age 28 - Register of wills 
J. 1766-1776 - Deputy recorder of deeds, then Recorder of deeds, 
4, Clerk of Orphans Court in Kent 
5. 11 

" the Peace 
6, Justice of peace 
7, 1765 - Elected to the Stamp Congress 
8,1769 - as Speaker of the Eouse he tried to get passed a law 

prohibiting importation of slaves into De 
9, 1776 - Named to De Supreme Court while a member of General Assembl 

10. June 1 1776 - Was Speaker of ::Je Assembly when it declared inde­
pendence of 3 counties from British Crown 

1.1, Served as :arigadier General and later Maj or General in De's 
militia· during the Revc ·., ~ion 

12. Served as Judge of De's Admiralty Court 
1J, With Thomas VicI{ean C. a, was commissioned to codify Ge's laws 

- the first such code, 
1,. Served as delegate to 1st and 2d Continential Congress while 

continuing as speaker of De 's Assembly 

15. ',fas President of 0e, 1776-1778 

Note - C. R. held more public offices than any :'.'.ithe:r :Je:e.warr;a:'1 
before or since ~is ti~e. 



Page 2 - Caesar Rodney 

C - Appearance and Personality 
1. We have no authentic portrait of this energetic, but odd­

ap~earing man . ne wore a green scarf in public to hide facial 
cancer. 

2, His statues portray him as tall , well-built with a Yery square­
shaped face, The Rodney Square equestrian figure - dedicated 
July 4 , 192J , was sculpted by James E. Kelly. Shows c. R. ridin~ 
to Phila. and arriving July 4, ~tis believed he arrived July 2., 
In Rotunda of Capitol in Wash. D, C, the marble statue by 
Bryant Baker - June 26, 1934 - c. R, stands proudly erect, hat 
in one hand and the Declaration of Independence in other hand, 
with his sword reclining against his cloak, 

J, C. R, was a man of great patience and foebearance - not a flam­
ing mill tant, He respected conserva. ti ve views and had tremendou_s 
faith in the future of De and his country, In face of many in­

dignities by his foes, C.R. carried on his duties for the best 
interests of his nation and state, 

4. Severe health problems, expressed in letter to his brother, 
Thomas June 7, 1768, Thomas urged C, R, not to worry about med­
ical expenses and to consider going to England for treatment~ 
Instead Dr. Thomas Bond of Phila, operated, 

D - Personal Life· 
1,C, R, never married, Left few letters, 

Tenderest letter to his Molly (i1ary V1mimg), e1 ther May 27, 1761 
or 1764, He expressed disappointment that Mary went to Phila, 
with the CfieW family, when she.had promised to go with him, 
The Ri~gely family 1s presumed to have a letter written to Mary, 
professing his love for her, 
Letters also reveal his great concern for his plantation ~n St, 
Jones Neck and for personal business affairs, 
Occasional references to his newphews, 

2, C, R,'s Molly married the Rev, Charles Inglis, rector of Christ 
Church in 1764 and died within a year, (Inglis,·a Loyalist, be­
came the first Anglican Bishop of Nova Scotia.) 

J, C, R. never forgot the Vinings and had a fatherly interest in 
Mary Vining, the beautiful niece of his Holly, She became his 
hostess in 1777 in Wllmington, where she enchanted Fr~nch and 
American · officers, including General ";,]ad Anthony" ',{ayne of Fa. 

2 - The soldier 
1. At age 28 - ~ember of De's militia, No record of involvement in 

battle during the French and Indian Wars. 
2. Revolutionary '!Tar - Brigadier General and faijor General 

a, 3andled problems of feeding and clothing ~ilitia - also 
paying militia and the Continenta1 troops from De 

b, C. 3, led troops into strongholds of Tory and Loyalist 
dissenters. 

c, C, R. left the state Jan. 1777 to head ~e troops statio~­
ed at Trenton, N. J, under Geo, Washington, ~is chief 
function was to forward troops to ]orristown, ~. J. ~e 
was never happy in this situation. A letter fro~ ~eo. 
~ashington, Feb, 18, 1777 eased his feeli~gs, 

d, C. :L later became :;Jajor Ger:eral cf .:)e j;lilitia - :;ar::ed 
by acting prejident, Thomas ~cZean, ~e conti~ued u~~il 
elected President of ~e Sta~e in 1773, 
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F - The Ride to Fhila, -(C. R, left no written records,) 
ftThrough agonizing suru!ler heat, storms and rain. mud and rickety 

bridges the lone rider headed for Phlla, July, 1776 to vote for a 
document that well might put a noose around his neck, Thus a soldier. 
politician, cr.ief executive and delegate to the Second Continental 
Congress, captured the popular imagination of history and virtually 
canonized C, R. as the greatest Delawarean during the Revolutior.aly 
Era 11 

1. June 7, 1776 .. Richard Henry Lee of Va, ":resolved that these 
united colonies are, and of right ought to be free and inde .. 
pendent states." !1cKean and Rodney favored immediate independ­
ence. Read opposed, 

2, C, R. called a meeting of Be Assembly in the old State Hous·e, 
New Castle. June 15, 1776 the Assembly authorized J delegates 
to vote as they pleased, declared the 3 counties to be inde­
pendent, a "birthdate" of freedom. A provisional revolutionary 
government was set up with C, R. Chief executive. All claims of 
John Penn were wiped out, 

J. Also June 15, 1776 counter revolutionary troubles developed in 
Sussex Co, aroused by Tories and Loyalists, C, R, returned 
home from Phila, before June 30th. 

4, July 1 - Lee's resolution hung in balance, 
5, July 2 - A decisive vote was scheduled. McKean sent a messenger 

to Dover, 80 miles away, Thomas Rodney reported to C, R, that 
2/J of his light infantry soldiers voted for independence, thus 
influencing his brother to return to Phila. 

6, C, R, was 48 yrs, old and th~ ride strenuous, He called for 
his c~rriage, but may have changed to horseback. His route~ 
St, Jdnes Neck to Dover, along King's HWy to Duck Creek Cross­
roads to Cantwell's Bridge (Odessa) to Black bird, St, ~eorges 
and on to Red Lion, l'ybout's Corner to New Castle, to Wilmington 
and the ferry across the Chtistina River (now Jd St, Bridge), 
over the Brandywine, Naamans' Harcus Hook, Upland to Gray's 
Ferry and the post route to Independence Hali. There is no 
record of stopping to sleep, He must have changed ho~ses· and 
had some food and drinK. 

7, C, R,'s vote for independence brought a unamimous vote by all 
delegates, excepting N, Y. delegates who abstained from voting 
for 10 days. 

G - The Sarah Rowland Myth (Greatest damage to c. R, image) 
1,Geo. Alfred Townsend and Katherine Pyle told story that C. R, 

was with a Tory woman in Lewes when he should r:ave been in 
Phila,(Towsend's poem was orated in Georgetown, July 5, 1880. 
Miss Pyle accepted it and wove the story into her child's hist­
ory, Once uuon a time in Delaware, published 1911,) 
In Townsend 'a poem a Mistress Rowland was depicted as a Sussex 
Co, Delilah, feeding C, R, terrapin and ~ine, snd not delivering 
'T!essages to him, iier maid upset the RoT/-rland plot by t:1rowin!?; a 
packet of McKean letters into 3odney's lap, C, a. was horrified 
and shocked! He immediately rushed to Phila, 
Many Suss:~ Countians still believe this story as true. 

2. 1911 - Samuel 3ancroft, Jr. checked authenticity of this ta~e. 
(:--re had financed the publication of I'owr..send' s poer.i.s.) 

J, Townsend confessed, but claimed he did. ::ave aut':-!c::-ity :':ir 
C. rl., starting his ride from I.ewes, G, :1, 's :::rotl'";er, :'\o:'".As 
' t i ' i - di t \,-. a r .... \,-. e " '"' ... a ..:i. ... " • • ~ s -".,,. '°'.,, 0 

:: ' ,.. nOW8Y8T WTO 8 :1. n ~ ary 1'., vli "'" L·v ·/,~ J.~--'-..& '-• ··• .~ 

fa.r:n :'.",ear Dover. 

' J 
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4 . 1889 - At the monument unveiling at Christ Church Thomas F. 
Bayard, Sr, U, s, Senator from De, U, s. Sec, of State and 
Ambassador to Great Britain didn't dignify the story and 
made no reference to it, 

5. 1940 1 s - Autcgraph collectors among Sam Bancroft's letters 
found Townsend's letter of confession. 

n - Final Years of c, R. 
1. By 1780's C, R. was weakening 
2, 178J - C, R, nevertheless was elected speaker of upper house 

(Today, Lieutenant Governor) 
J. 1784 - The State General Assembly met at C, R.'s home. This 

was really a oourtesy call, 
4. C,R.'s funeral June 28, 1784. Buried on his home farm of 

Poplar Grove, Grave was unmarked for over 100 years until 
Chief Justice Comegys placed a small slab by grave, 

5, 1887 - Rodney club organized to move remains to Christ Church. 
6, 1889 - Monument placed in Christ Church graveyard, 

I - c. R. Memorial at Christ Church 
1. Concern whether or not c. R,'s bones rest there, because of 

deterioration at family plot. 
2. :1arch, 1978 - James B. Jackson of Dover ( the Rodney collateral 

descendent)discovered the forgotten cemetery on the old Byfield 
tract (Historian Harold Hancock feels strongly that Byfield and 
Poplar Grove were the·same) He concluded tr.at it must be the 
family burial ground which 1s' known to have been in use as early 
as 1708, when the emigrant William Rodney was burled there, 
The site from which C, R,•s remains were said to have been moved 
·ror transfer to Dover was on the "Burton's Delight" addition 
which Rodney himself had bougnt in 17 63. · 

J. Other evidence to support Jackson's discovery~ 
a; Of 14 graves at the site, only one is a •brick vault. It 

contains the skeletal remains of a middle-aged man. C , R.'s 
estate record notes a small expenditure to purchase "bricks" 
for C, Rodney's gaave, No other brick vaults have been found. 

b,C,R.'s will directs his brother fhoma~ to erect a brick 
wall around the family burial ground and evidently a foundatior. 
trench for such a wall was built. However, c.a. 's estate was 
so depleted there was not enough money to build a wall, His 
lands were finally sold at a sheriff's sale, on the 4th of July 

c, The De Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs con­
ducted an examination of t~e area, There could be a possibility 
that C, R.'s remains be moved to Christ Church. 

4 , For time being we should refer to the Christ Church grave 
site as a ":,Jemorial" to C . .R, • 

Note - ~ , h1 d 0 d f r th tua·~ .• .J.g. _y reco-:r.men - or .. ur . er s .; : 
~ de ~~or-e ~ edi~or ·e~~~~s ~~ a~~ ~ro~ :aesa rs ~•Y n, u"C"-;; e .. .J. _ v , .L.,. i.., ._...-.J... •..}'-' 1, . ...... _ •• • 

Pu~listed by Sistorical Society, 1933 
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NF}W CAS.'FLE 
·CAESAR RonNEY 

It's been a long, strange trip 
County Council Jor the statue in the center of the square. 

Meets: Second and fourth Tuesdays By EDWARD L. KENNEY Market and King streets was a reser-
of each month at 7:30 p.m. (except Staff reporter voir and then the site of Wilmington's 
August) in Council Chambers, first courthouse. •• • . .. . 
floor, Louis L. Redding WILMINGTON - When it comes Major Gen. James Harrison Wilson, 
City/County Building; 800 French to statues, few have gotten more bang a Civil War hero, pushed for the 
St., Wilmington. Clerk of Council, for the buck than the horse and rider statue. He picked sculptor James Ed-
Shirley A Agnor, 571-7524. on Rodney Square. ward Kelly to create it. The finished 

Council: Council President Theodore The bronze statue in downtown work was dedicated on July 4, 1923. 
w. "Toby" Ryan, Democrat, repre- • Wilmington celebrates Caesar Rod- After the repairs several years ago, 
sents entire county, 571-7808 ney's 1776 journey from Dover to Phil- a trucker returned the statue to the 

J. Robert Woods, Democrat, 1st Dis- adelphia ·to <vote for independence. square'-- without incident-'- on June 
trict (Stanton, Elsmere, Newport, This six tons of molded metal had a 10, 1992. The repair bill . to the city 
part of New Castle), 571-7529 momentous ride of its own - with a was about $105,000 - $75,000 more 

Richard c .. Cecil, Republican, 2nd head-on collision - 215 years later. than the statue originally cost. Addi-
District (Brandywine Hundred), On Jan. :31, 1991, a flatbed truck tional damage caused by the overpass • 

· 571-7536 · hauled the statue away for structural tacked on another · $350,000, which 
Joseph E. Miro, Republican, 3rd Dis- and aesthetic repair work at a was covered by insurance.'· • 

trict (Greenville, Hockessin, Pike foundry in Mercerville, N.J. On the Two plaques on the base of the . 
Creek Valley), 571 _7534 way, the ' driver tried to clear a low . statue were also redone recently. They ' 

Penrose Holl.ins, Democrat, 4th Dis- overpass. He didn't quite make it~ The cited the wrong date ...:..... July 4 --"· for 
t · t (W"I · t ) 571 7525 abutmei:it gouged a small piece out of Rodney's ride. . . . . •• . . . 
nc • 1 ming on • - Rodney's tricorn hat · and crunched< · A delegate to the Continental Con~ ·.· . 

. Karen G. Venezky, Democrat, 5th h h , · · · • • • 
, . District (Newark, south to U.S. 40), t e orse s iz:E!ar legs, ,already weak_- gress, Rodney rode to Philadelphia on •. • 

ened by age. ' . • . • • . July 1 and 2. No one ;today is sure 
•• 571-7537 • The legs ,had to be recast at a . whether he traveled on .horseback or ·· 

J. Christ0Pher Roberts, Democrat, foundry ili"'(Providence, . R.I. That , by carriage. But he eiidured rutty 
•• '· 6th District (south of Chesapeake brought'the· sfatuefuU circle._- Foundry . roads and a thunderstorm; suffering • 

& Delaware Canal, Glasgow, Del- owner Paul ,Cavanaugh is · grandson of .. all the w~le . from facial cancer and a .·· 
,;· aware City and part of New Cas- the artisan\ who· originally cast . the ·.<severe case of asthma~fj ,(i('.:- , ••. '.:- . . •L:~; 

~;_.·~;_:.1.~ ..•... ).·.•·~_:.~ .. 7eo· 1-7u5n2ty~)e}x:\ec%(;:Jv'.•~e2·.:.>_:))~ ·.. ·• ·· statue in Jhe ·J920s, . at . the Gorham··.• ·~ By casting his vote, ~Rodney broke • 
uu _ . • Manufacturing Co. iri Providence. ·-/\:.: the tie in the Dt:llaware "delegation and 

Dennis E. Greenhouse, a Democrat ; Plans to create a statue first cani~ . 'made the v,qte ·unanimoU$/ ilmong the ·· 

.fi~~~].E'.,itt • ..... ~~y:~fl:ttr.1:~:i~;l~~~!~ii~j;ii;~~:1a1~~tii 



James B. Jackson, Rodney Square July 1, 1992 
7/1/92 

THANKS DICK. 'MAYOR FkAWLEY, GOVERNOR CASTLE, GOVERNOR TRIBBITT, 
GUESTS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

103 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK THE HON. THOMAS F. BAYARD CAME TO 

DOVER AND GAVE THE MOST MEMORABLE SPEECH EVER MADE ABOUT CAESAR 

RODNEY. 

WHEN I WAS ASKED TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROGRAM I T~OUGHT. 

THAT PERHAPS THE TIME HAD COME TO RECREATE THAT SPEECH FOR THE 

GOOD PEOPLE OF WILMINGTON, BUT AFTER READING IT AGAIN I REALIZED 

THAT THAT WASN'T SUCH \ GREAT IDEA. 

FIRST, I DIDN'T HAVE THE REQUIRED ORATORICAL TALENT OR THE 

VOCAL ENDURANCE TO DO [T JUSTICE. SECOND, IT DIDN'T QUITE FIT 

THE TIME FRAME OF THIS PROGRAM---- IT LASTED FOR ALMOST THREE 

HOURS, AND THIRD, I DIDN'T WANT TO BE RE$PONSIBLE FOR CAESAR 

DROPPING OFF TO SLEEP , FALLING OFF HIS HORSE, AND HAVING TO BE 

RETURNED TO THE FOUNDRY FOR SURGERY AFTER JUST GETTING BACK HOME 

IN SUCH BEAUTIFUL SHAPE. 

INSTEAD, I'D LIKE TO TAKE JUST A FEW MINUTES TO TALK ABOUT HOW HE 

GOT TO PHILADELPHIA, NOT PHYSICALLY, BUT PHILOSOPHICALLY AND 

POLITICALLY. THAT'S A~ ASPECT OF HIS CAREER THAT HASN'T GOTTEN 

MUCH SERIOUS ATTENTION BY HIS BIOGRAPHERS ... MAINLY BECAUSE, 

UNLIKE MANY OF HIS CON~EMPORARIES, INCLUDING HIS BROTHER THOMAS, 

HE DID NOT HAVE A LARGE EGO THAT IMPELLED HIM TO ENLARGE UPON HIS 

OWN MOTIVATIONS AND AC : IONS ... AS WITNESS HIS VERY LOW KEY 

LETTER OF JULY 4, 1776. 

IN SPITE OF HIS MODESTY THERE IS ONE VERY INTERESTING AND 

INFORMATIVE LETTER WRITTEN JUST TWO YEARS BEFORE HE DIED THAT 

STATES VERY CLEARLY TH~ GENESIS AND EVOLUTION OF HIS THINKING AND 

ACTIONS AS A PATRIOT L~ADER. IT WAS IN REPLY TO AN ACQUAINTANCE 

WHO HAD WRITTEN TO COMMEND HIM FOR THIS LEADERSHIP AND TO INQUIRE 

ABOUT HIS DECLINING HEALTH, IN IT HE STATES: 

"I am much oblidged to you for your good opinion, and honestly confess that 

few things afford me more ;:-eal satisfaction than that my conduct especially in 

the public walks of life should meet the approbation of Good men - When the 

contest between Great Britain and American first commenced, I stept forth 

among others in order to o.>tain a redress of Greivances. This and no ' other 

was my aim until absolutely refused. The Question then was Independence or • 



the Bayonet, I was at no loss in determining which to chuse. Independence 

then necessarily become the American Cause, to this Cause I have Strictly 

adhered, and hope it will ere long be established." 

THIS WAS NOT AN EASY CHOICE FOR RODNEY, HE WAS NOT A HOT­

HEADED ZEALOT WITH A PERSONAL AXE TO GRIND, AND HE HELD NO 

PERSONAL ANTIPATHY TOWARD THE KING. HE WAS, INSTEAD, A COOL AND 

REASONABLE MAN OF PROPERTY AND SUBSTANCE, WITH EVERYTHING TO LOSE 

IF THE REBEL CAUSE FAILED --- AND HE TOOK HIS STAND WITHOUT 

HESITATION WHEN HE WAS FACED WITH NO HONORABLE ALTERNATYVE, 

THIS SAME LETTER ALSO REVEALS HIS PERSONAL COURAGE AND 

STOICISM IN DEALING WITH THE ADVANCED STAGE OF THE FACIAL CANCER 

THAT WAS TO SOON TO END HIS LIFE . HE STATES VERY CANDIDLY THAT: 

"I am determined to persevere, it is a matter of the first consequence to me 

in this world, no less than Life or Death. The issue is Joined and must now 

be Tryed. The Doctor must conquer the Cancer, or the Cancer will conquer 

me." 

IN CLOSING I WOULD LIKE TO NOTE THAT WE CAN ALL BE VERY 

THANKFUL THAT, WITH ALL THE THUNDER AND RAIN, BAD ROADS, AND 

TREACHEROUS WATER CROSSINGS HE ENCOUNTERED ON HIS WAY TO 

PHILADELPHIA, FORTUNATELY, HIS ROUTE WAS NOT OBSTRUCTED BY A LOW 

OVERPASS. IF IT HAD BEEN, THE COURSE OF HISTORY JUST MIGHT HAVE 

BEEN CHANGED. 



The News Journal/CHUCK McGOWEN 

. The Caesar Rodney statue, a downtown Wilmington fixture for 68 years, heads north for rep~irs Wednesday. 

Firnt raises costs of statue repair 
By CRIS BARRISH 

Staff reporter 

WILMINGTON - The statue of Caesar Rodney 
on horseback rode majestically up the highway 
Wednesday on a flatbed truck, off for major repairs. 

But those repairs - to the bronze statue's hind 
legs and the concrete base overlooking Rodney 
Square - may cost taxpayers more than the 
$100,000 city officials estimated Tuesday. 

Officials had said the cost of fixing the statue 
would be about $66,000, with another $30,000 to 
$35,000 to repair the concrete base. 

But James Wermuth, whose company will oversee 
the project, said Wednesday that replacing the stat­
ue's rear legs would cost about $100,000, including 
$23,000 in fees to his firm, Conservation Technology 
Group. Work will be done at foundries in Mercer-

ville, N.J., and Providence, R.I. 
Wermuth predicted it would cost much more than 

$30,000 to fix the concrete base. He said that when 
the statue was removed, he discovered the base 
needed more work than originally suspected. The 
city has hired another firm to repair the base. 

City Parks and Recreation Director Donald J. 
Bowman said the $23,000 fee to Wermuth's firm was 
inadvertently left off estimates released by the city. 
And he disagreed with W ermuth about the base. 
"He's way off base," Bowman said. "The whole 
project should come in between $100,000 and 
$120,000." Bowman said $80,000 is Budgeted" and 
extra costs would come from discretionary funds. 

The work should be completed by early June. 
Wermuth said Paul Cavanaugh, owner of the 

Providence foundry, is the grandson of the founder 
who originally cast the statue in Gorham, R.I. 
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By CRIS BARRISH 

Staff reporter 

WILMINGTON - The famous bronze horse 
and rider are back on their pedestal in Rod­
ney Square after an 18-month absence. Now 
it's time for the park's restoration to begin. 
• City officials and Garden Club of Wilming­

ton members will break ground at 2 p.m. today 
dn a $1.9 million face-lift for the park, the 
city's symbolic centerpiece. 

The square, at 11th and Market Streets, 
faces the Hotel Du Pont, Wilmington Trust 
Co. headquarters, the courthouse and Wil­
mington Library. It's a popular lunchtime 
gathering place and a focal point for visitors. 
Community activities, including the annual 
summer jazz festival, are held there. 

But heavy use has put the square in need of 
repair. The garden club will oversee the work. 

Phase I, which begins Wednesday, includes 
the repair of two inoperable water fountains, 

renovating the giant stairway leading to the 
statue of Delaware patriot Caesar Rodney, 
redesign of the grass panel and walkway, and 
planting new gardens. The square's light fix­
tures will be cleaned and repaired. 

In Phase II, the health of trees lining the 
outer walkway will be evaluated and some 
might be replaced. 

The Frawley administration has committed 
$500,000 toward the project. The non-profit 
garden club is raising the. rest of the money. 



About the Statue 

This statue of Caesar Rodney was the work of New York sculptor James E. 
Kelly, and was dedicated on July 4, 1923. Depicting a horse in full gallop with 
support resting on the two hind legs poses an awesome challenge to any 
sculptor but Kelly, like Bernini, met It with grace and beauty. Kelly's work as 
a sculptor was first introduced in Wilmington in 1906 when he did a relief 
plaque honoring President William McKinley, which is located on the comer 
of West Street and Park Drive along the Brandywine. 

In 1991 the City of Wilmington Department of Parks and Recreation recog­
nized that the statue needed treatment. In traveling to the Johnson Atelier 
foundry in Mercerville, New Jersey, the statue was further injured and 
compressed while going under a low bridge. The estimated repair time of six 
months became a year and a haff proposition. The hind legs were sent up to 
the Paul King Foundry in Connecticut for recasting. 

The color of most statues in the early I920s was a dark brown and this will be 
the color Delawareans will see. The repatination, done with special chemi­
cals, is the work of Marge Carhart, highly skilled in this field. 

A new plaque contributed by the Delaware Heritage Commission making 
date corrections for the sake of authenticity, will also be unveiled. It bears the 
following inscription. 

"This statue was dedicated in 1923 to commemorate Caesar 
Rodney's ride to Philadelphia July 1-2, 1776. Despite ill 
health, Rodney rode through thunder and rain to cast the 
deciding vote in the Delaware delegation for independence." 

Ddawarc 
•••••• ♦ •••••• 

Freedomli Fint 

Wilmington Welcomes 
Caesar Rodney Home 

.. ,... ~' ~~~~ 

' 
• - I Arrived in Congress (tho detained by thunder and rain) time 
enough to give my voice in the matter of independence." 

Illustration by A.N. Wyeth 
Caesar Rodney, Patriot by William P. Frank 

Wednesday, July 1, 1992 
at 12:00 noon 

Cosponsored by The City of Wilmington 
and the Delaware Heritage Commission 



Caesar Rodney - "a Hero of the American Revolution" 

In the words of the late William P. Frank, journalist and author, "Caesar Rodney rode through 
American History as the patron saint of his native state and was Delaware's principal hero 
of the American Revolution." 

Kent County's Caesar Rodney was a member of the Rodney family who came to Kent 
County from England in 1681, the year before William Penn acquired the lower counties. He 
was Speaker of the Assembly in the Lower Counties and helped organize meetings in all 
three counties to protest certain British laws. Along with Thomas McKean and George 
Read, he was chosen to represent the Three Lower Counties at the Continental Congress. 

On June 14, 1776, Thomas McKean delivered to the Assembly of the Counties of New 
Castle, Kent and Sussex Upon Delaware a resolution of the Congress which recommended 
that each colony adopt such government as would best serve the people of the colony and 
of America. On June 15 the Assembly adopted a resolution instructing all officers to report 
to the Assembly and not to the King. The lower counties thus freed themselves from the King 
and the Penn Family. We call the day SEPARATION DAY. 

It was logical then that when Caesar Rodney, who had returned to Dover, received word from 
McKean on July 1 that George Read would not vote yes on the Resolution for Independence 
(introduced by Richard Henry Lee of Virginia)-thus leaving the Delaware territory without 
a vote-he would leave Dover and hurry to Philadelphia in order to vote for Independence. 

On July 2, Rodney and McKean voted for independence, and on July 4 voted again for the 
Declaration of Independence, which includes the Lee Resolution. On August 2 Rodney and 
Read signed that document. McKean signed in 1781. 

Rodney served his county and his state with brilliance and was Speaker of the upper house 
of the Delaware General Assembly when he died in 1784. 

**************** 
ltalo-Americans United has reprinted, at its expense and with the assistance of the Delaware 
Heritage Commission, Caesar Rodney Patriot, the 1975 booklet by William P. Frank, 
illustrated by A.N. Wyeth. 

An exhibit, sponsored by the Delaware Heritage Commission, concerning the Statue and 
the celebration in 1923, may be visited in the front entrance of the Wilmington Public Library 
at Rodney Square through July 1st. It has been there for the month of June. 

Welcome: 

Greetings: 

July 1, 1776 - July 1, 1992 

Wilmington Welcomes 
Caesar Rodney Home 

July 1, 1992, at Noon 
Rodney Square 

The Program 
Dr. Howard E. Row, Acting Chairman 
Delaware Herttage Commission 

The Honorable Daniel S. Frawley 
Mayor of Wilmington 

Recognition of Platform Guests: Howard E. Row 
The Hon. Sherman W. Tribbitt, Former Governor of Delaware 

Dr. Barbara Benson, Executive Director, Historical Society of Delaware 
Donald J. Bowman, Director, Wilmington Department of Parks and Recreation 

Jeanne Shields, President, The Garden Club of Wilmington 
Carmen M. Paolino, President, ltalo Americans Untted 

Introduction of Speaker: 

Speaker: 

Rededication of Statue: 

Conclusion: 

Richard Rodney Cooch 

James B. Jackson, Historian 

Miss Eliza Rodney Wolcott 

Musical selections by the 
Newark Fffe and Drum Corps 

Caesar Rodney (portrayed by Sgt. Michael DiEleuterio of the Wilmington Police 
Department) will be arriving during the program. He will be preceded by the 
Newark Ftte and Drum Corps. 

The Boy Scouts of America Troop 88, sponsored by St. Anthony of Padua Church, 
will assist in the celebration. 

James Bice Jackson is a descendant of Daniel Rodney, brother of Caesar. 
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RODNEY SQUARE,WILMINGTONDE. JULYl, 1992 H.E.ROW,MC 

GOOD AFTERNOON . WELCOME TO THIS VERY SPECIAL H.IS_TORIC 

PROGRAM. 

MY NAME IS HOWARD ROW. I LIVE IN DOVER. IAM APPEARING HERE 

AS THE ACTING CHAIRMAN OF THE DELAWARE HERITAGE COMMISSION. 

THE COMMISSION IS A STATE COMMISSION THE MEMBERS OF WHICH 

ARE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR. ONE OF OUR ASSIGNMENTS IS 

TO PLAN AND CONDUCT PROGRAMS LIKE THIS ONE. 

TWO HUNDRED SIXTEEN YEARS AGO TODAY CAESAR RODNEY,OF 

KENT COUNTY,A DELEGATE TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, BEGAN 

A TRIP FROM HIS HOME NEAR DOVER1 TO PHILADELPHI A_, IN ORDER 

TO VOTE ON JULY SECOND FOR A RESOLUTION DECLARING THESE 

COLONIES TO BE FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES. OUR OTHER TWO 

DELEGATES WERE SPLIT ON THE MATTER OF INDEPENDENCE. RODNEY 

BROKE THE TIE WITH A YES VOTE AND THE DELAWARE COLONY 

VOTED FOR INDEPENDENCE ON JULY 2 1776. ON JULY 4 OUR 

DELEGATION VOTED FOR THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

REPAIRED AND REFURBISHED 
TODAY WE REDEill:CATE THE/EQUESTRIAN STATUE,PLACED HERE IN 1923, 

•r-; 

~~~~~~RATE/ THAT IMPORTANT TRIP BY RODNEY. -/~ 

--:;,. -,1&A. <f>Roc,",ffi? &Pr'> ./Mr ~J:sJ- 6'1;'/f ~PK Tt..,-~ {-'-~ r-
/ ..f ~ ~,.;,. r hH ~ J ·,,,,._ rv % 'r,L. I ~ 2,_,. /4 5r- '7/75, - --) ~ I' ~ • ,. 

THIS "PR«ek AM WAS PLAN AS A , I NT7EFFORT OF THE DELAWARE 1 ,n,,,_,.,~ ► ,, 
h, ~ I 

✓~~~¾ 
~ 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,THE HONORABLE DANIELS. FRAWLEY.MAYOR vf_:;li> 
OF THE CITY OF WILMINGTON. ./U _ /~ 

,, 7rc:-,1 ~ ~ 

f ri7 t:;~- V ~~ 
J~ f4- ;-~ • v)' r~ -

HERITAGE COMMISSION AND THE CITY OF WILMINGTON. 
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RODNEY SQUARE WILMINGTON, JULY ! , 1, 1992 

INTRODUCTION OF PLATFORM GUESTS 

THERE ARE SEVERAL PEOPLE ON THIS PLATFORM THAT YOU SHOULD 

RECOGNIZE. AS I NAME EACH ONE,HE OR SHE WILL RISE,YOU WILL NOT 

APPLAUD,AND THE PERSON WILL REMAIN STANDING UNTIL ALt AVE BEEN 

PRESENTED. 

" DURING THE Bfc;;;;~ OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION AND THE 

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE; IN 1976) THE GOVERNOR OF DELAWARE 

ACQUIRED AN APPROPIATE COLONIAL COSTUME AND THEN MADE HI)N1SELF 

AVAILABE TO ASSIST IN THE CELEBRATION~ AS REQUESTED. HE WAS 

AN OUTSTANDING BICENTENNIAL GOVERNOR. LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

THE FORMER GOVERNOR OF DELAWARE, THE HONORABLE SHERMEN W. TRIBBITT 1 

o YOU HAVE ALREADY MET MAYOR FRAWLEY. /\ 

I • 9/~ gp,/4- ~ U~/ 
• DR. BARBA~ ENSON « THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE HISTORICAk 

SOCIETY OF DELAWARE. THE LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES OF THAT SOCIETY 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO PERSONS WHO WISH TO 

SEARCH FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING CAESAR RODNEY. 

~ THIS PARK,THIS STATUE , ARE THE PROPERTY OF THE CITY OF WILMINGTON. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION WORRIED OVER THE STATUE 

DURING ITS RECENT TRIP TO AND FROM THE FOUNDARY FOR REPAIR. 

DONAW J. BOWMAN IS THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF PARKS AND RECREATION FOR THIS CITY. 

9 THE GARDEN CLUB OF WILMINGTON HAS A CONTINUING INJERJ ST 1 N THE 
An11 ·vV1 ~-R'~ 

APPEARANCE OF TJ!h PAR ~S OF THIS CITY. J&)'NefJ¥' /WJ&}AS IS 
~;;-f- 7--H~i JG-I' , 

P.JUHHBE N'f' OF THE GARDEN CLUB. 

A ff )r¢~~~~P-P 



PAGE 3 
INTRO OF GUESTS ( CON'T) 

1 CARMEN PAOLINO (PAY OLEAN O) IS THE PRESIDENT OF ITALO-AMERICANS 

UNITED. DID YOU KNOW THAT CAESAR RODNEY HAD SOME ITALIAN 

ANCESTORS? ITALO-AMERICANS UNITED ARE AWARE OF THAT HERITAGE. 

THE ASSOCIATION HAS RECENTLY REPRINTED THE BOOK 1QAESAR RODNEY 

PATRIOT)WRITTEN IN 1975 BY THE LATE WILLIAM PENN FRANK. THE 

REPRINTED EDITION INCLUDES A CHART SHOWING THE ITALIAN CONNECTION. 

( THE BOOK WILL BE AVAILABLE AT A TABLE ON THE MARKET STREET 

SIDE OF THE STATUE AT THE CLOSE OF THIS PROGRAM) 

a MISS ELIZA _ WALCOTT,MR. JAMES JACKSON OF DOVER AND MR. 

RICHARD COOCH WILL BE INTRODUCED IN MORE DETAIL AND PLAY 

IMPORTANT ROLES IN THIS PROGRAM IN A FEW MINUTES. 

~ YOU MAY NOW GREET THESE PEOPLE WITH YOUR APPLAUSE. 
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RODNEY SQUARE, WILMINGTON DE. JULY 1,1992 

FIFE ... RODNEY ... COOCH 

• A FEW MINUTES BEFORE NOON SOME OF YOU FOLLOWED THE NEWARK 

FIFE AND DRUM CORPS INTO THE SQUARE. THE CORPS WILL NOW 

ENTERTAIN US AND SIGNAL IN ANOTHER GUEST. 

• TODAY SGT. MICHAEL DIELEUTERIO ( DE LEW TEREO) OF THE WILMINGTON 

POLICE DEPARTMENT, THINKS THAT HE IS CAESAR RODNEY. WELCOME 

TO OUR PLATFORM CAESAR. 

e THERE ARE A NUMBER OF DELAWARE FAMILIES THAT TRACE ANCESTRY 

TO THE RODNEYS OF THE COLONIAL PERIOD. ONE OF THOSE IS THE 

COOCH FAMILY. THEIR LINE EXTENDS TO THE GRANDFATHER OF CAESAR 

RODNEY THE SIGNER. RICHARD COOCH IS A MEMBER OF THE DELAWARE 

HERITAGE COMMISSION. HE WILL INTRODUCE MR. JACKSON AND MISS 

WOLCOTT. 

OPTIONAL. LATE YESTERDAY,DURING THE CLOSING HOURS OF THE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF DELAWARE,THE SENATE CONFIRMED TWO DELAWARE 

ATTORNEYS AS JUDGES IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE. ONE 

OF THOSE CONFIRMED WAS RICHARD COOCH. RICHARD COOCH. 

----



PAGE 5 
RODNEY SQUARE WILMINTGTON, JULY 1,1992 

COMMEMTARY,HOWARD E.ROW 

THANK YOU MISS WALCOTT. THANK YOU MR. JACKSON. THIS HAS BEEN 

A MEMORABLE DAY. YOU HAVE BEEN AWARE OF THE CAMERAS WATCHING 

THIS PROGRAM TODAY. ONE OF THOSE CAMERAS IS FROM STORER CABLE 

COMMUNICATIONS IN DOVER. THE TAPE OF THE PROGRAM WILL BE BROADCAST 

NEXT TUESDAY EVENING OVER CHANNEL 4 DOVER. BY THAT MEANS THE 

PEOPLE OF CAESAR RODNEYS HOME COUNTY WILL BE ABLE TO ENJOY THIS 

EVENT. THE TAPE WILL EVENTUALLY BE PLACED IN THE ARCHIVES OF 

THE STATE OF DELAWARE. ELIZA,YOU HAVE PHOTOGRAPHS OF YOUR 

GRANDMOTHERS PARTICIPATION IN THE DEDICATION OF THIS STATUE IN 

1923. SIXTY NINE YEARS FROM NOW PERHAPS YOUR GRAND CHILDREN 
,. 

WILL BE ABLE TO VIEW ATHIRTY MINUTE VIDEO OF YOUR PARTICIPATION 

TODAY. I 
·7 J.3't'ru5t4 W,,J~z:?r-

IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT HISTORY DOESN'T CHANGE. TRUE,THE FACTS OF 

EVENTS DO NOT CHANGE BUT OUR UNDERSTANDING MAY NOT ALWAYS BE 

ABSOLUTELY CORRECT. IN 1923 A COMMITTEE OF DISTINGUISHED DELAWAREANS 

PLANNED FOR AND SAW TO THE PRODUCTION OF THIS STATUE. THE 

INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THEM PLACED THE TIME OF THE FAMOUS 

RIDE ON JULY 3 RD and 4 TH. THOSE DATES ARE CAST IN THE BRONZE 

AND CARVED IN THE STONE HERE. WE NOW KNOW THAT THE DATES OF THE 

RIDE WERE JULY 1AND2,1776, AND THAT THE IMPORTANT VOTE WAS ON 

THE RESOLUTION THAT DECLARED INDEPENDENCE AND THUS SET THE STAGE 

FOR THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. THE DELAWARE HERITAGE 

COMMISSION HAS ADDED A NE~ PLAGUE ON THE TENTH STREET FACE OF 

THE PEDIMENT UPON WHICH THE STATUE STANDS. THAT PLAQUE SHOWS 

OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE TIME WHEN THE RIDE OCCURED. 

THE FIFE AND DRUM CORPS WILL PLAY US OFF. GOOD AFTERNOON 



CAESAR RODNEY'S HOMECOMING 

11:30 a.m. - Boy Scouts, Newark Fife & Drum Corps, & "Caesar" 
Assemble at 4th & Market Street 

11:50 A.M. - Boy Scouts, Newark Fife & Drum Corps, & "Caesar" 
Begin procession up Market Street to Rodney Square 

11:59 a.m. - Boy Scouts lead Newark Fife & Drum Corps into Square 
"Caesar" waits just outside the Square 

NOON - Welcome - Howard Row, Delaware Heritage Commission 
V/Jn, ~ r £',, 

12:02 p.m. - Mayor~ Frawley 

12:05 p.m. - Recognitions of Platform Guests - Howard Row 

12:08 p.m. - Fife & Drum Corps performs a tune, which signals 
"Caesar's" entry into Square 
"Caesar" will remain at attention next to the Band 
Wagon 

12:10 p.m. - Introduction of Speaker - Richard Rodney Cooch 

12:12 p.m. - James B. Jackson 

12:20 p.m. 

12:22 p.m. 

12:25 p.m. 

- Wreath C. eremony -·- · ·El-iz .. a Rodn17, Wolcott 
/ Commentary - Howard Row~ f / clfli'l·tr 

- encl~ ~~-:;~ ·_ Fi;e & ~rum Corps p~ forms 

- Platform cleared 
Public encouraged to see "Caesar" and his horse and 
enjoy the Fife & Drums Corps, which will continue to 
play until approximately 1 p.m. at the Square 
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WL28 WILMINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (WILMINGTON INSTITUTE LIBRARY), ,ide view 

Bulfinch, Richardson and Abbott. 10th and 
Market sts. 

The library as an institution was already 134 
years old when the cornerstone of its new 
building was laid in 1922. Its previous home, 
the Wilmington Institute at 8th and Market 
streets ( 1860), had been deemed ugly and po­
tentially combustible. In his first major expres­
sion of philanthropy, Pierre S. du Pont bought 
land on Rodney Square (w129) in 1915 from 
First Presbyterian Church. A cemetery had to 
be moved to make way for the new building. 
The New York City architects, known for their 
Carnegie libraries, drew up designs in 1916 in 
which the Rodney Square facade had a dozen 
engaged columns and a projecting portico. 
This was later simplified by the omission of 
the portico and reduction of engaged columns 
~o eig~t, resulting in the unusual final design 
m which the center of the composition is flat 
and relatively unadorned. Sculpted owls of 
wisdom perch on second-story window sills. 
The continuous frieze of colored terra-cotta 
derives from the Temple of Antoninus and 
Faustina in Rome (141 AD), with the addition 
of modern symbolism, including swastikas. 
~ithens spoke of this emblem as "originat­
ing far beyond the beginning of history and 
common to most of the primitive races of the 
world, its meaning not always the same, but 
always beneficent." 

Inside, the central reading room was a two· 

story, skylit atrium. Black Greek Doric col­
umns -with painted capitals supported a plaster 
copy of the Parthenon frieze in Athens. Yellow 
Ionic columns graced the second floor. Nearly 
all the books were stored in the basement 
the architects having created what they called 
an interior "of openness and of light, strong, 
flooding, brilliant light." Githens was proud 
of the open plan for libraries as developed 
here. The building won an AJA prize in 1925 
and pointed the way to the firm's much larger 
Enoch Pratt Library, Baltimore (1929-1933). 
In a ruthless remodeling first outlined in 
1965, an extra floor was inserted between the 
first and second all around the reading room; 
the upper part of the atrium was destroyed, 
the ceiling lowered, and the Parthenon frieze 
cut into pieces and remounted between the 
Doric columns. ln its elimination of old· 
fashioned bombast and formality, this cam­
paign was considered highly progressive, 
making the interior, according to the archi· 
tects, "decidedly more inviting, more refresh· 
ing and more human" -questionable to our 
eyes today. 

WL29 Rodney Square 

1917-1921, Zantzinger, Borie and Medary. East 
side of Market St., between 10th and 11th sts. 

Occupying the hilltop at the center of down­
town, the park called Rodney Square was in-

MARKET STREET CORRIDOR 103 



WL29 RODNEY SQUARE, photo 1941; DUPONT BUILDING (Wl32) at left, POST OFFICE (Wl31) 

at center, PUBLIC BUILDING (WL30) at right 

tended to take the adjoining Public Building, 
the DuPont Building, and a planned library 
and "unify them into a single scheme of civic 
adornment." A million-gal1on water reservoir 
(1827-1877) originally occupied this site, 
which was replaced by the New Castle County 
Courthouse ( 1880, Theophilus P. Chandler; 
demolished 1919-1920 ). The subsequent 
courthouse would have stood here, too, ex­
cept that John J. Raskob of the DuPont Com· 
pany wisely suggested placing it farther east 
in order to create a square. With funds from 
Irenee du Pont, a Center Square competition 
was held in 1916-1917 by the Park Commis­
sion, conducted by University of Pennsylvania 
professor Warren P. Laird, who was assisted 
by a board of experts, including architects 
William M. Kendall, Charles A. Platt, and 
John Russell Pope. This kind of professional, 
nonpolitical jury was typical of the reformist 
City Beautiful movement of the early twenti· 
cth century. Of the five plans submitted (in· 
eluding one by Carrere and Hastings), that of 
the Zantzinger firm of Philadelphia had, ac· 
cording to the judges, "the requisite simplic­
ity and dignity.'"fhe winners worked with the 

104 WILMINGTON 

Onondaga Litholite Company of Syracuse, 
New York, suppliers of the cut cast stone. 
13ronze lanterns on pylons were illuminated 
by electric lights. From the time of its comple· 
tion, the square has been a favorite gathering 
place, and 30,000 people assembled here to 
cheer pro-business Republican presidential 
candidate Wendell Wilkie in October 1940. 
Rodney Square had its pavements redesigned 
in the 1970s and again in 1996-1997 (Rodney 
Robinson). 

WL29.1 Caesar Rodney Equestrian 
Monument 

1917-1922, James Edwurd Kelly, sculptor 

Cast by Gorham Manufacturing Company and 
standing on a litholite base, the bronze sculp" 
ture commemorates a patriot's ride from Do· 
ver to Philadelphia to give the deciding vote 
in favor of the Declaration of Independence in 
1776 ( it should read "July 2 "). Kelly was known 
for sculptures of Civil War heroes. It took so 
long for him to complete the bronze tablets 
at its base (until 1925, when he was seventy), 
that the arl committee grew "tired, disgusted 
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The Rodney Square Historic District (CRS number N-5263) is located on the north side of downtown 
Wilmington, approximately halfway between Interstate 95 and the Brandywine Creek. Within the 
proposed boundaries of the district are Rodney Square itself, the four buildings fronting the square - 
DuPont Building, Wilmington Institute Free Library, Wilmington Public Building and the United States 
Post Office, Court House and Custom House - as well as the Nemours Building, which is located to the 
west of and connected to the DuPont Building. The north, south and east and west boundaries 
correspond directly to the perimeter elevations of the aforementioned buildings. The site decreases in 
grade to the east and consists of fifteen-foot wide concrete sidewalks, street trees and scattered street 
lamps. The street surfaces are paved with asphalt.

The proposed district is located near the McVey Building at 800 N. Market Street (NR 1985), the Aldine 
Theater at 806-810 N. Market Street (NR 1985), the Frank Dure Building at 811 N. Market Street (NR 
1985), the Masonic Hall and Grand Theater at 818 N. Market Street (NR 1972), the Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society at 838 N. Market Street (NR 1985), the F.W. Woolworth and Company Building at 839 N. 
Market Street (NR 1987), the Delaware Trust Building at 900-912 N. Market Street (NR 2003), the 
Wilmington Club at 1103 N. Market Street (NR 2006) and the Lower Market Street Historic District (NR 
1980). The United States Post Office, Custom House and Court House, included in the proposed 
district, was also listed individually on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979.

Of the five buildings, the square itself and the Caesar Rodney Statue, all date to the early 20‘” century 

and four of the five buildings, as well as the square, are designed in revivalist architectural styles - 
Italian Renaissance style. Classical Revival style. Beaux Arts style -, which are characteristic of the 
district’s period of development and prosperity in the early 20'^ century. Although the Nemours Building 

is designed in the Moderne style and therefore has a more streamlined aesthetic, both the masonry 
construction and the high-rise design are compatible with the remainder of the district.

Although a different architectural firm conceived of each component, stylistic unity is found both in the 
general and specific design elements. All of the buildings and the square have symmetrical elevations, 
formal access points, flat rooflines and masonry cladding. Many of the details are similarly consistent 
including rusticated bases, engaged columns, ornamented cornices and Classical moldings.

I'-
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The Rodney Square Historic District (CRS number N-5263) is located on the north side of downtown 

Wilmington, approximately halfway between Interstate 95 and the Brandywine Creek. Within the 

proposed boundaries of the district are Rodney Square itself, the four buildings fronting the square -

DuPont Building, Wilmington Institute Free Library, Wilmington Public Building and the United States 

Post Office, Court House and Custom House - as well as the Nemours Building, which is located to the 

west of and connected to the DuPont Building. The north, south and east and west boundaries 

correspond directly to the perimeter elevations of the aforementioned buildings. The site decreases in 

grade to the east and consists of fifteen-foot wide concrete sidewalks, street trees and scattered street 

lamps. The street surfaces are paved with asphalt. 

The proposed district is located near the McVey Building at 800 N. Market Street (NR 1985), the Aldine 

Theater at 806-810 N. Market Street (NR 1985), the Frank Dure Building at 811 N. Market Street (NR 

1985), the Masonic Hall and Grand Theater at 818 N. Market Street (NR 1972), the Wilmington Savings 

Fund Society at 838 N. Market Street (NR 1985), the F.W. Woolworth and Company Building at 839 N. 

Market Street (NR 1987), the Delaware Trust Building at 900-912 N. Market Street (NR 2003), the 

Wilmington Club at 1103 N. Market Street (NR 2006) and the Lower Market Street Historic District (NR 

1980). The United States Post Office, Custom House and Court House, included in the proposed 

district, was also listed individually on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

Of the five buildings, the square itself and the Caesar Rodney Statue, all date to the early 20th century 

and four of the five buildings, as well as the square, are designed in revivalist architectural styles -

Italian Renaissance style, Classical Revival style, Beaux Arts style -, which are characteristic of the 

district's period of development and prosperity in th,e early 20th century. Although the Nemours Building 

is designed in the Moderne style and therefore has a more streamlined aesthetic, both the masonry 

construction and the high-rise design are compatible with the remainder of the district. 

Although a different architectural firm conceived of each component, stylistic unity is found both in the 

general and specific design elements. All of the buildings and the square have symmetrical elevations, 

formal access points, flat rooflines and masonry cladding. Many of the details are similarly consistent 

including rusticated bases, engaged columns, ornamented cornices and Classical moldings. 
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Individual Building/Site/Object Descriptions
DuPont Building, 1905-1907, 1910-1911,1911-1913, 1915-1916, 1917-1919,1930-1931, 1937
1007 N. Market Street
Contributing
Photographs 7, 8, 13, 18, 20, 24

The DuPont Building is a 14-story structure designed in the Italian Renaissance style and 
constructed in seven phases. The building has a rusticated Indiana limestone base that is 
punctuated by double-height arched windows. Floors 3 through 14 are clad in alternating 
smooth and clad buff brick with window bays that are at regularly set intervals and are 
articulated with limestone detailing. There is a decorative limestone stringcourse between 11*^ 
and 12*” floors and a simple stringcourse between floors 12 and 13, in place of a bracketed 

copper cornice that was removed in 1949. Because of the phased nature of the construction, 
the building has a large interior courtyard. The most ornate interior portions of the building are 
the theater, designed by Charles A. Rich, and the hotel, which was “said to have cost more, per 
room, than any other in the world.”^ Designed by Frederick Godley, J. Andre Fouilhoux, Joel 

Barber, and Raymond M. Hood, the hotel featured Italian marble, Caen stone, mosaics, 
terrazzo, and oak paneling. The most notable rooms include the Ballroom Suite, designed by 
Hood, the du Barry Room, the Gold Ballroom, which was designed to evoke the 18*” century in 

France and had twenty-nine foot ceilings, the Green Room, the Georgian Room and the 
Brandywine Room. The interior features of the building are largely intact.

Nemours Building, 1935-1937, 1939-1941,1999-2001 
1007 Orange Street 
Contributing 
Photographs 14-17

The Nemours Building is a 14-story building designed by Frederick A. Godley and Huber 
Sheldon Stees. The Moderne style building has an irregularly shaped footprint and is 
constructed of reinforced concrete with brick and limestone facing. The building also features 
setbacks to conform to city zoning regulations and an interior courtyard. In 1999, the building 
was renovated and much of the original interior fabric was removed. It was originally connected 
to the DuPont Building by an underground tunnel and an upper level bridge. The tunnel is no

’ Williams Barksdale Maynard, Buildings of Delaware (Charlottesville, VA; University of Virginia Press, 2008): 
106.
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DuPont Building, 1905-1907, 1910-1911, 1911-1913, 1915-1916, 1917-1919, 1930-1-931, 1937 

1007 N. Market Street 

Contributing 

Photographs 7, 8, 13, 18, 20, 24 

The DuPont Building is a 14-story structure designed in the Italian Renaissance style and 

constructed in seven phases. The building has a rusticated Indiana limestone base that is 

punctuated by double-height arched windows. Floors 3 through 14 are clad in alternating 

smooth and clad buff brick with window bays that are at regularly set intervals and are 

articulated with limestone detailing. There is a decorative limestone stringcourse between 11 th 

and 12th floors and a simple stringcourse between floors 12 and 13, in place of a bracketed 

copper cornice that was removed in 1949. Because of the phased nature of the construction, 

the building has a large interior courtyard. The most ornate interior portions of the building are 

the theater, designed by Charles A. Rich, and the hotel, which was "said to have cost more, per 

room, than any other in the world." 1 Designed by Frederick Godley, J. Andre Fouilhoux, Joel 

Barber, and Raymond M. Hood, the hotel featured Italian marble, Caen stone, mosaics, 

terrazzo, and oak paneling. The most notable rooms include the Ballroom Suite, designed by 

Hood, the du Barry Room, the Gold Ballroom, which was designed to evoke the 18th century in 

France and had twenty-nine foot ceilings, the Green Room, the Georgian Room and the 

Brandywine Room. The interior features of the building are largely intact. 

Nemours Building, 1935-1937, 1939-1941, 1999-2001 

1007 Orange Street 

Contributing 

Photographs 14-17 

The Nemours Building is a 14-story building designed by Frederick A Godley and Huber 

Sheldon Stees. The Moderne style building has an irregularly shaped footprint and is 

constructed of reinforced concrete with brick and limestone facing. The building also features 

setbacks to conform to city zoning regulations and an interior courtyard. In 1999, the building 

was renovated and much of the original interior fabric was removed. It was originally connected 

to the DuPont Building by an underground tunnel and an upper level bridge. The tunnel is no 

1 Williams Barksdale Maynard, Buildings of Delaware (Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia Press, 2008) : 
106. 
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longer operable and the bridge has been removed.

Rodney Square, 1917-1921
Bordered by Market, King, 10**’ and 11*" Streets

Contributing
Photographs 3, 7, 8,10, 11,21

Rodney Square is a sunken green space that is accessed by steps on the north, west and south 
elevations and by gates on the east elevations. Surrounding the grass is a paved walkway 
edged by landscaped borders, and cast stone walls and balustrades. This material was 
presumably chosen over granite because of the lesser cost and chips of Carborundum were 
even added to the stone to replicate the more expensive look. European Lindens were planted 
around the perimeter of the square in 1921 but were replaced in the 1950s, because they failed 
to grow quickly, as originally advertised.^ Flanking the steps on the west elevation are stone 

drinking fountains, which double as a memorial to William Poole (1853-1918), former head of 
the Wilmington Fountain Society. The fountains sit on a curved base in front of a balustraded, 
stone wall. An engraving on the fountains reads, “This fountain is a gift of the Wilmington 
Fountain Society to the City of Wilmington, 1920.”

Rodney Square Equestrian Statue of Caesar Rodney, 1915-1925 
Market Street between 10**’ and iV” Streets 

Contributing 
Photograph 7

Designed by James E. Kelley, the 14’1” high, 7,500 pound, bronze statue of Caesar Rodney sits 
on a litholite base in the center of the western border of Rodney Square. On either side of the 
base are bronze panels depicting Thomas McKean greeting Rodney on his arrival in 
Philadelphia and Rodney casting the deciding vote for independence. The panels were added 
to the base in 1925.^

^ Ellen H. Grosman, “This Is Wilmington.’ The Sunday Morning Star, 15 August 1948,4.
® Marjorie McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square." Delaware History 21 (Spring-Summer 1985): 157- 
158.
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Rodney Square is a sunken green space that is accessed by steps on the north, west and south 

elevations and by gates on the east elevations. Surrounding the grass is a paved walkway 

edged by landscaped borders, and cast stone walls and balustrades. This material was 

presumably chosen over granite because of the lesser cost and chips of Carborundum were 

even added to the stone to replicate the more expensive look. European Lindens were planted 

around the perimeter of the square in 1921 but were replaced in the 1950s, because they failed 

to grow quickly, as originally advertised. 2 Flanking the steps on the west elevation are stone 

drinking fountains, which double as a memorial to William Poole (1853-1918), former head of 

the Wilmington Fountain Society. The fountains sit on a curved base in front of a balustraded, 

stone wall. An engraving on the fountains reads, "This fountain is a gift of the Wilmington 

Fountain Society to the City of Wilmington, 1920." 

Rodney Square Equestrian Statue of Caesar Rodney, 1915-1925 

Market Street between 10th and 11 th Streets 

Contributing 

Photograph 7 

Designed by James E. Kelley, the 14'1" high, 7,500 pound, bronze statue of Caesar Rodney sits 

on a litholite base in the center of the western border of Rodney Square. On either side of the 

base are bronze panels depicting Thomas McKean greeting Rodney on his arrival in 

Philadelphia and Rodney casting the deciding vote for independence. The panels were added 

to the base in 1925. 3 

2 Ellen H. Crosman, "This Is Wilmington." The Sunday Morning Star, 15 August 1948, 4. 
3 Marjorie McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square." Delaware History 21 (Spring-Summer 1985): 157-
158. 
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United States Post Office, Court House, Custom House, 1933-1936,1982-1983
1100 N. Market Street
Contributing
Photographs 1,2, 19, 25

The United States Post Office, Court House, Custom House is 3-stories in height and clad in 
limestone and rusticated granite. The Beau Arts style building has engaged Ionic columns, 
symmetrical facades and a limestone cornice ornamented with dentils and acanthus leaves. In 
1982, a 14-story addition was constructed to the north of the original building. On the interior of 
the building, the most notable elements are three murals funded by the Works Progress 
Administration. Chemistry and Industry and Chemistry and Agriculture were painted by Herman 
H. Zimmerman and are located on either side of the lobby. Landing of the Swedes was painted 
by Albert Pels and is located in the primary courtroom.

Wilmington Institute Free Library, 1921-1923,1969-1971 
10 E. 10*'’ Street 
Contributing 
Photographs 9,12, 23

The Wilmington Institute Free Library is similar to the United States Post Office, Court House, 
Custom House with 3-stories, limestone cladding, engaged Ionic columns, symmetrical facades 
and a limestone cornice ornamented with dentils and acanthus leaves. The Beaux Arts style 
building is unique in that it has a polychrome terra cotta frieze, sculpted limestone owls on the 
2^ floor window sills and categories of learning, including philosophy, medicine and agriculture, 
inscribed in the spandrels between the 2"*^ and 3"^ floors. The interior of the building is even 

more exceptional with a large, centered double-height, skylit atrium and historicized plaster 
friezes. In the 1969, the interior was dramatically altered, including the insertion of a level 
between the 1®* and 2"** floors, the lowering of ceilings and the dismantling and partial 
reinstallation of the frieze.

■ 'i?
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United States Post Office, Court House, Custom House, 1933-1936, 1982-1983 

1100 N. Market Street 

Contributing 

Photographs 1, 2, 19, 25 

The United States Post Office, Court House, Custom House is 3-stories in height and clad in 

limestone and rusticated granite. The Beau Arts style building has engaged Ionic columns, 

symmetrical fayades and a limestone cornice ornamented with dentils and acanthus leaves. In 

1982, a 14-story addition was constructed to the north of the original building. On the interior of 

the building, the most notable elements are three murals funded by the Works Progress 

Administration. Chemistry and Industry and Chemistry and Agriculture were painted by Herman 

H. Zimmerman and are located on either side of the lobby. Landing of the Swedes was painted 

by Albert Pels and is located in the primary courtroom. 

Wilmington Institute Free Library, 1921-1923, 1969-1971 

1 o E. 1 0th Street 

Contributing 

Photographs 9, 12, 23 

The Wilmington Institute Free Library is similar to the United States Post Office, Court House, 

Custom House with 3-stories, limestone cladding, engaged Ionic columns, symmetrical facades 

and a limestone cornice ornamented with dentils and acanthus leaves. The Beaux Arts style 

building is unique in that it has a polychrome terra cotta frieze, sculpted limestone owls on the 

2nd floor window sills and categories of learning, including philosophy, medicine and agriculture, 

inscribed in the spandrels between the 2nd and 3rd floors. The interior of the building is even 

more exceptional with a large, centered double-height, skylit atrium and historicized plaster 

friezes. In the 1969, the interior was dramatically altered, including the insertion of a level 

between the 1st and 2nd floors, the lowering of ceilings and the dismantling and partial 

reinstallation of the frieze. 
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicabie Nationai Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance 
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification) 
See attached.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
N/A

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
ARCHITECTURE

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance 

1905-1941

Significant Dates 

N/A

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Zantzinger, Borie and Medary

James E. Kelly

Associated Federal Architects

Tilton and Githens

Frederick A. Godley

Palmer. Hornbostel and Jones
■|
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(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history. 

Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

Property has yielded , or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Period of Significance (justification) 
See attached. 

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

ARCHITECTURE 

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Period of Significance 

1905-1941 

Significant Dates 

N/A 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

NIA 

Cultural Affiliation 

NIA 

Architect/Builder 

Zantzinger, Borie and Medary 

James E. Kelly 

Associated Federal Architects 

Tilton and Githens 

Frederick A. Godley 

Palmer, Hornbostel and Jones 
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Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing 
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the 
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph 
See attached.

Narrative Description
See attached.
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New Castle County, DE 
County and State 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing 
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the 
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.) 

Summary Paragraph 
See attached. 

Narrative Description 
See attached. 

3 



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) 0MB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5-31-2012)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Rodney Square Historic District 

Section number _7__ Page _5__

Rodney Square Historic District_____
Name of Property

New Castle County, DE___________
County and State

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

I
I:-

Wilmington Public Building, 1914-1916, 1960, 1980 
1000 N. King Street 
Contributing 
Photographs 4-6, 22

The Wilmington Public Building was constructed in 1914 and has a U-shaped floor plan with two 
perpendicular additions on the east elevation, which date to 1980. The 3-, 4-, 5- and 6-story, 
Classical Revival style building is primarily clad in a combination of rusticated granite and 
granite block. The colonnaded primary, west elevation is flanked by pedimented entrance 
pavilions with Roman windows and the remainder of the elevations largely consist of regularly 
spaced rectangular windows. In both 1960 and 1980, the building underwent extensive interior 
renovations resulting in the retention of very little historic fabric. Fortunately the prominent 
marble stairways, the entry vestibules at the north and south ends of the west elevation and the 
octagonal, triple-height vestibules to the east of the entry vestibules all remain intact.

Integrity
The Rodney Square Historic District possesses integrity. It retains its original location and continues to 
operate both as a civic, institutional and business center and as a local gathering place. Additionally, all 
buildings, as well as the square, have a similar use to that for which they were designed and the overall 
defining forms and architectural characteristics, as well as the mix of land uses, remain intact. Although 
many of the interiors have been altered to varying degrees, there are minimal changes to the exteriors, 
and none that directly abut Rodney Square. Moreover, all additions since 1979 were subject to the 
Section 106 Review process and therefore were reviewed by the Delaware State Historic Preservation 
Office. Of the five buildings, one site and one object, none were constructed outside of the period of 
significance and none are considered to be non-contributing. The quality, placement and condition of 
the construction materials and workmanship in the district are good and firmly define the district as an 
architecturally and programmatically cohesive city core.
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The Wilmington Public Building was constructed in 1914 and has a U-shaped floor plan with two 

perpendicular additions on the east elevation, which date to 1980. The 3-, 4-, 5- and 6-story, 

Classical Revival style building is primarily clad in a combination of rusticated granite and 

granite block. The colonnaded primary, west elevation is flanked by pedimented entrance 

pavilions with Roman windows and the remainder of the elevations largely consist of regularly 

spaced rectangular windows. In both 1960 and 1980, the building underwent extensive interior 

renovations resulting in the retention of very little historic fabric. Fortunately the prominent 

marble stairways, the entry vestibules at the north and south ends of the west elevation and the 

octagonal, triple-height vestibules to the east of the entry vestibules all remain intact. 

Integrity 

. The Rodney Square Historic District possesses integrity. It retains its original location and continues to 

operate both as a civic, institutional and business center and as a local gathering place. Additionally, all 

buildings, as well as the square, have a similar use to that for which they were designed and the overall 

defining forms and architectural characteristics, as well as the mix of land uses, remain intact. Although 

many of the interiors have been altered to varying degrees, there are minimal changes to the exteriors, 

and none that directly abut Rodney Square. Moreover, all additions since 1979 were subject to the 

Section 106 Review process and therefore were reviewed by the Delaware State Historic Preservation 

Office. Of the five buildings, one site and one object, none were constructed outside of the period of 

significance and none are considered to be non-contributing. The quality, placement and condition of 

the construction materials and workmanship in the district are good and firmly define the district as an 

architecturally and programmatically cohesive city core. 



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) 0MB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Rodney Square Historic District

Section number _8  Page J 

(Expires 5-31-2012)

Rodney Square Historic District
Name of Property

New Castle County, DE__________
County and State

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

The Rodney Square Historic District is the civic and commercial core of downtown Wilmington, 
DE and contains a collection of historically, functionally and aesthetically cohesive elements. 
The district, which contains five buildings, one site and one object, merits listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for Community Planning and Development as a 
unique example of a collective public and private development venture that evolved out of the 
City Beautiful movement and under the guidance of the DuPont Company. It is also significant 
under Criterion C for Architecture as an important and unified collection of revivalist style 
architecture designed for primarily public use. Both the buildings and the square are essentially 
intact with no alterations that significantly compromise their integrity. The period of significance 
begins in 1905, with the purchase of the land for the oldest contributing building, and ends in 
1941, with the final phase of original construction of the Nemours Building.

Brief History of the Deveiopment of Downtown Wiimington
Since the early 19"’ century, the city of Wilmington has been an industrial and shipping hub, 

providing materials including, gunpowder, iron ships, carriages and railroad cars. By the mid- 
19‘" century, the city itself was more firmly established, with a central grid, tree-lined residential 
streets, a horse car line and a comprehensive park system. Throughout the 19‘" century, the city 

center was located on Market Street between Front and Fifth Streets, as this neighborhood 
contained the main hotel, the main bank and “the city’s major transportation and communication 
links."’ With the relocation of the DuPont Company to Market Street between 10"’ and 11‘" 
Streets and the extension of the city’s two main transportation lines to 10‘" and Market Streets, 

Rodney Square became the new city center. As its creators had hoped, Rodney Square 
became the “symbolic centerpiece of the city” and was the site of political rallies, concerts, 
Vietnam War protests, dances, and Christmas displays.^ It was said that, “in Rodney Square, 

you eventually see everyone you know if you stay long enough” and that “for the generations 
between 1900 and 1940, Rodney Square was where the action was.”^

’ Marjorie McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square.” Delaware History 21 (Spring-Summer 
1985): 139.
^ Marjorie McNinch, “Rodney Square.” (Draft. Wilmington Department of City Planning files): 9.
^ Josephine Eccel, “City Sights: A History of Rodney Square.” Wilmington (January, 2010): 19; McNinch, 
139.
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The Rodney Square Historic District is the civic and commercial core of downtown Wilmington, 

DE and contains a collection of historically, functionally and aesthetically cohesive elements. 

The district, which contains five buildings, one site and one object, merits listing on the National 

Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for Community Planning and Development as a 

unique example of a collective public and private development venture that evolved out of the 

City Beautiful movement and under the guidance of the DuPont Company. It is also significant 

under Criterion C for Architecture as an important and unified collection of revivalist style 

architecture designed for primarily public use. Both the buildings and the square are essentially 

intact with no alterations that significantly compromise their integrity. The period of significance 

begins in 1905, with the purchase of the land for the oldest contributing building, and ends in 

1941, with the final phase of original construction of the Nemours Building. 

Brief History of the Development of Downtown Wilmington 

Since the early 19th century, the city of Wilmington has been an industrial and shipping hub, 

providing materials including, gunpowder, iron ships, carriages and railroad cars. By the mid-

19th century, the city itself was more firmly established, with a central grid, tree-lined residential 

streets, a horse car line and a comprehensive park system. Throughout the 19th century, the city 

center was located on Market Street between Front and Fifth Streets, as this neighborhood 

contained the main hotel, the main bank and "the city's major transportation and communication 

links."1 With the relocation of the DuPont Company to Market Street between 10th and 11 th 

Streets and the extension of the city's two main transportation lines to 10th and Market Streets, 

Rodney Square became the new city center. As its creators had hoped, Rodney Square 

became the "symbolic centerpiece of the city" and was the site of political rallies, concerts, 

Vietnam War protests, dances, and Christmas displays. 2 It was said that, "in Rodney Square, 

you eventually see everyone you know if you stay long enough" and that "for the generations 

between 1900 and 1940, Rodney Square was where the action was."3 

1 Marjorie McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square." Delaware History 21 (Spring-Summer 
1985): 139. 
2 Marjorie McNinch, "Rodney Square." (Draft. Wilmington Department of City Planning files): 9. 
3 Josephine Eccel, "City Sights: A History of Rodney Square." Wilmington (January, 2010): 19; McNinch, 
139. 
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The Commercial. Civic and Institutional Development of Rodney Square 
The area encompassing the proposed Rodney Square Historic District has been the civic and 
commercial center of Wilmington, DE since 1878, when a new county courthouse was 
constructed that was bordered by Market Street, King Street and lO’” and 11*'’ Streets/ The 

Richardsonian Romanesque style courthouse, located on the site of an old reservoir, was 
designed by prominent Philadelphia architect Theophilus P. Chandler (1845-1928) and 
completed in 1881. Subsequent to the completion of the courthouse, the surrounding land had 
developed and contained a mixture of civic, commercial, and residential structures.

In 1902, the Du Pont Company relocated its headquarters to Market Street between lO"’ and 
11"’ Streets, to the northwest of the courthouse, in order to consolidate and increase its office 
space.® The site was not only chosen because of its central business location and prominent 
street frontage but also because it was owned by the Manufactures Contracting Company, of 
which Pierre S. DuPont was vice president, and his brother, Irenee, was secretary-treasurer. As 
the dominant company in a company town, the presence of the DuPont Company firmly 
established the proposed Rodney Square Historic District as the center of civic and commercial 
life in downtown Wilmington.®

Construction began on the DuPont Building in March 1906 and the building was to be 12-stories 
in the Italian Renaissance style with offices for the Wilmington Trust Company on the 1®* and 2"" 
floors, tenant office space on the S'", 4"’ and 5"’ floors and DuPont Company offices in the 
remainder.^ Wilmington’s tallest building accommodated 2,500 employees, 550 of which were

* McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 140. The draining of the reservoir, and the 
subsequent construction of the courthouse, occurred when Wilmington was named the new county seat.
® The company previously had space in fourteen buildings scattered around Wilmington. The 
reorganization of the company was led by cousins T. Coleman DuPont, Alfred I. DuPont and Pierre S. 
DuPont. T. Coleman DuPont was the grandson on Alfred Victor, the second president of the company, 
and great grandson of Eleuthere Irenee, the founder of the company. The buildings previously occupying 
the site included the Harkness Building, owned by the Manufacturers Contracting Company, a Y.M.C.A. 
and various businesses and residences. McNinch, “Rodney Square,” 3.
® Carol Hoffecker, Corporate Capital: Wilmington in the Twentieth Century (Philadelphia; Temple 
University Press, 1983); 40-41; McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 141.
^ McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 143-144.
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The Commercial, Civic and Institutional Development of Rodney Square 

The area encompassing the proposed Rodney Square Historic District has been the civic and 

commercial center of Wilmington, DE since 1878, when a new county courthouse was 

constructed that was bordered by Market Street, King Street and 10th and 11th Streets.4 The 

Richardsonian Romanesque style courthouse, located on the site of an old reservoir, was 

designed by prominent Philadelphia architect Theophilus P. Chandler (1845-1928) and 

completed in 1881. Subsequent to the completion of the courthouse, the surrounding land had 

developed and contained a mixture of civic, commercial, and residential structures. 

In 1902, the Du Pont Company relocated its headquarters to Market Street between 10th and 

11 th Streets, to the northwest of the courthouse, in order to consolidate and increase its office 

space. 5 The site was not only chosen because of its central business location and prominent 

street frontage but also because it was owned by the Manufactures Contracting Company, of 

which Pierre S. DuPont was vice president, and his brother, lrenee, was secretary-treasurer. As 

the dominant company in a company town, the presence of the DuPont Company firmly 

established the proposed Rodney Square Historic District as the center of civic and commercial 

life in downtown Wilmington. 6 

Construction began on the DuPont Building in March 1906 and the building was to be 12-stories 

in the Italian Renaissance style with offices for the Wilmington Trust Company on the 1st and 2nd 

floors, tenant office space on the 3rc\ 4th and 5th floors and DuPont Company offices in the 

remainder. 7 Wilmington's tallest building accommodated 2,500 employees, 550 of which were 

4 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square,• 140. The draining of the reservoir, and the 
subsequent construction of the courthouse, occurred when Wilmington was named the new county seat. 
5 The company previously had space in fourteen buildings scattered around Wilmington. The 
reorganization of the company was led by cousins T. Coleman DuPont, Alfred I. DuPont and Pierre S. 
DuPont. T. Coleman DuPont was the grandson on Alfred Victor, the second president of the company, 
and great grandson of Eleuthere lrenee, the founder of the company. The buildings previously occupying 
the site included the Harkness Building, owned by the Manufacturers Contracting Company, a Y.M.C.A. 
and various businesses and residences. McNinch, "Rodney Square,· 3. 
6 Carol Hoffecker, Corporate Capital: Wilmington in the Twentieth Century (Philadelphia: Temple 
University Press, 1983): 40-41; McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square," 141. 
7 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square," 143-144. 
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directly employed by the DuPont Company.® Although completed in 1907, the square footage of 

the building was nearly doubled in 1910 to accommodate the expanding businesses. A third 
addition to the building was completed in 1913, which primarily contained the Hotel DuPont with 
150 rooms and the Playhouse, with 1,256 seats.® Three more additions were completed in 
1916, 1919 and 1931. In 1937, 2-stories were added above the 12*” floor. The floor plate of the 
building was eventually bordered by Market, Orange, 10*” and 11*” Streets and totaled nearly 

662,000 square feet.

In 1915, the county courthouse on Market Street was scheduled for demolition and the 
proposed urban design of Rodney Square was first given serious consideration.*® As the site 

was adjacent to the primary elevation of arguably the most important building in Wilmington, the 
DuPont Company was naturally considerably invested in what was to be constructed. They felt 
that the best use for the location - and for themselves - would be to transform the 1 acre site 
and the surrounding area into the civic center of Wilmington, complete with governmental, 
commercial and institutional buildings.

The man selected to execute this vision was John Jacob Raskob (1879-1950), who had been 
hired in 1901 by Pierre S. DuPont as his personal assistant.** Not only did Raskob wish to 

adhere to the aesthetic tenets of the City Beautiful movement, he also desired to create a “more 
impressive Wilmington [in keeping with] part of a much larger national effort aimed at improving 
urban life.”*^

® McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 144.
® McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 145.The hotel opened on Pierre S. DuPont’s 
birthday.
*® The Delaware General Assembly formally voted on demolition of the courthouse in 1917. McNinch, 
“Rodney Square,” 11.
** Raskob later became vice-president of finance for both the DuPont Company and General Motors, as 
well as chairman of the Democratic National Committee and builder of the Empire State Building in New 
York City.
*^ Hoffecker, 41.
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directly employed by the DuPont Company.8 Although completed in 1907, the square footage of 

the building was nearly doubled in 1910 to accommodate the expanding businesses. A third 

addition to the building was completed in 1913, which primarily contained the Hotel DuPont with 

150 rooms and the Playhouse, with 1,256 seats. 9 Three more additions were completed in 

1916, 1919 and 1931 . In 1937, 2-stories were added above the 1i1h floor. The floor plate of the 

building was eventually bordered by Market, Orange, 10th and 11 th Streets and totaled nearly 

662,000 square feet. 

In 1915, the county courthouse on Market Street was scheduled for demolition and the 

proposed urban design of Rodney Square was first given serious consideration. 10 As the site 

was adjacent to the primary elevation of arguably the most important building in Wilmington, the 

DuPont Company was naturally considerably invested in what was to be constructed. They felt 

that the best use for the location - and for themselves - would be to transform the 1 ½ acre site 

and the surrounding area into the civic center of Wilmington, complete with governmental, 

commercial and institutional buildings. 

The man selected to execute this vision was John Jacob Raskob (1879-1950), who had been 

hired in 1901 by Pierre S. DuPont as his personal assistant. 11 Not only did Raskob wish to 

adhere to the aesthetic tenets of the City Beautiful movement, he also desired to create a "more 

impressive Wilmington [in keeping with] part of a much larger national effort aimed at improving 

urban life."12 

8 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square," 144. 
9 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square," 145.The hotel opened on Pierre S. DuPont's 
birthday. 
10 The Delaware General Assembly formally voted on demolition of the courthouse in 1917. McNinch, 
"Rodney Square," 11. 
11 Raskob later became vice-president of finance for both the DuPont Company and General Motors, as 
well as chairman of the Democratic National Committee and builder of the Empire State Building in New 
York City. 
12 Hoffecker, 41. 
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Raskob initiated a juried competition for the design of the block bordered by 10'", 11, Market 

and King Streets, which was held in 1916 and 1917. The competition was primarily funded by 
Irenee DuPont, under the guidance of the Park Commission, and chaired by Warren P. Laird 
(1861-1948), the first dean of the School of Fine Arts at the University of Pennsylvania.^® Laird, 

who acted “as a consultant in all phases of [Rodney Square’s] development”, was joined by a 
committee consisting of prominent architects and landscape architects, including William A. 
Kendall, Charles A. Platt, and John Russell Pope.’^ All three men had distinguished themselves 

as experts in Classical Revival styles and leaders of the City Beautiful movement in the early 
20*^ century.

Five plans were submitted to the committee by Donn Barber, Boring and Tilton, and Carrere and 
Hastings, all of New York, Waddy B. Wood of Washington, D.C. and Zantzinger, Borie and 
Medary of Philadelphia. The design and programmatic objectives for the competition were as 
follows:

Center Square... is in effect the civic center of Wilmington because [it is] 
bordered by its most important buildings. Thus, while constituting one of the 
city’s breathing spaces, it must also serve as a convenient thoroughfare 
between the buildings that face it and form a forefront or setting for these 
buildings which, by its treatment, shall as nearly as possible unify them into a 
single scheme of civic adornment.’®

In this way, the square was not only the literal center of the City, but the metaphorical one as 

well.

“Warren Powers Laird, 1861-1948.” Philadelphia Architects and Buildings. 
http://vww.philadelphiabuildinas.ora/pab/app/ar displav.cfm/21437. Accessed on September 9, 2010. 
Irenee DuPont was the brother of Pierre and head of the Park Commission.

McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 146.
McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 154.
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Raskob initiated a juried competition for the design of the block bordered by 101\ 11, Market 

and King Streets, which was held in 1916 and 1917. The competition was primarily funded by 
lrenee DuPont, under the guidance of the Park Commission, and chaired by Warren P. Laird 

(1861-1948), the first dean of the School of Fine Arts at the University of Pennsylvania. 13 Laird, 

who acted "as a consultant in all phases of [Rodney Square's] development", was joined by a 

committee consisting of prominent architects and landscape architects, including William A. 

. Kendall, Charles A. Platt, and John Russell Pope. 1•
4 All three men had distinguished themselves 

as experts in Classical Revival styles and leaders of the City Beautiful movement in the early 

20th century. 

Five plans were submitted to the committee by Donn Barber, Boring and Tilton, and Carrere and 

Hastings, all of New York, Waddy B. Wood of Washington, D.C. and Zantzinger, Borie and 

Medary of Philadelphia. The design and programmatic objectives for the competition were as 

follows: 
Center Square ... is in effect the civic center of Wilmington because [it is] 

bordered by its most important buildings. Thus, while constituting one of the 

city's breathing spaces, it must also serve as a convenient thoroughfare 

between the buildings that face it and form a forefront or setting for these 

buildings which, by its treatment, shall as nearly as possible unify them into a 

single scheme of civic adornment. 15 

In this way, the square was not only the literal center of the City, but the metaphorical one as 

well. 

13 "Warren Powers Laird, 1861-1948." Philadelphia Architects and Buildings. 
http://www.philadelphiabuildinqs.org/pab/app/ar display.cfm/21437. Accessed on September 9, 2010. 
lrenee DuPont was the brother of Pierre and head of the Park Commission. 
14 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square," 146. 
15 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square," 154. 
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Only the design by Zantzinger, Borie and Medary (1910-1929) had the “requisite simplicity and 
dignity,” according to the jury.^® On July 1 1919, demolition began on the old courthouse and, 

shortly thereafter, construction commenced on the square.In the spring of 1923, both the 
square and the library to the south were complete and “Rodney Square had taken on a definite 
shape and has established its role as the civic center of Wilmington."’®

One of the earliest definite components in the design of the Square was the presence of a 
sculpture of Caesar Rodney on a horse by James E. Kelly. Rodney (1728-1783) was one of the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence and the statue commemorates his ride from Dover 
to Philadelphia for that event. The design and designer for the statue were selected by the 
Caesar Rodney Equestrian Statue Association, which was a parallel committee to the Park 
Commission, and to which Irenee DuPont belonged. Begun in late 1915 and completed in 1925, 
the statue is cast in bronze with a litholite base.’® At the time of its design, it was “considered by 
many sculptors to be one of the most beautiful equestrian statues in the world.”^® The other 

sculptural component of the square are drinking fountains that flank the steps on the west 
elevation and serve as a memorial to William Poole (1853-1918) a descendant of an Early 
Wilmington Quaker family and former head of the Wilmington Fountain Society.^’ The Square 
also contained twelve bronze lanterns with electric lights that were 4 14 feet in height.^^

’® Williams Barksdale Maynard, Buildings of Delaware (Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia Press, 
2008): 104.

Prior to its demolition, the courthouse was used in a military capacity for World War I. Eccel, 18.
’® McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 156.

The image has since appeared on the Delaware state quarter in 1999.
Ellen H. Crosman, “This Is Wilmington” Rodney Square.” The Sunday Morning Star (15 August 1948):

6.
Jeanette Eckman, Anthony Higgs, William H. Connor, eds. Delaware: A Guide to the First State. 

Compiled and Written by the Federal Writers’ Project of the Works Progress Administration for the State
of Delaware (New York: The Viking Press, 1938): 284.
^ “Rodney Square To Be City’s Brightest Spot.” The Sunday Morning Star (28 August 1921): 7.

NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) 0MB No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Rodney Square Historic District 

Section number _8_ Page _5_ 

(Expires 5-31-2012) 

Rodney Square Historic District 
Name of Property 

New Castle County, DE 
County and State 

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Only the design by Zantzinger, Borie and Medary (1910-1929) had the "requisite simplicity and 

dignity," according to the jury. 16 On July 1 1919, demolition began on the old courthouse and, 

shortly thereafter, construction commenced on the square. 17 In the spring of 1923, both the 

square and the library to the south were complete and "Rodney Square had taken on a definite 

shape and has established its role as the civic center of Wilmington." 18 

One of the earliest definite components in the design of the Square was the presence of a 

sculpture of Caesar Rodney on a horse by James E. Kelly. Rodney (1728-1783) was one of the 

signers of the Declaration of Independence and the statue commemorates his ride from Dover 

to Philadelphia for that event. The design and designer for the statue were selected by the 

Caesar Rodney Equestrian Statue Association, which was a parallel committee to the Park 

Commission, and to which lrenee DuPont belonged. Begun in late 1915 and completed in 1925, 

the statue is cast in bronze with a litholite base. 19 At the time of its design, it was "considered by 

many sculptors to be one of the most beautiful equestrian statues in the world."20 The other 

sculptural component of the square are drinking fountains that flank the steps on the west 

elevation and serve as a memorial to William Poole (1853-1918) a descendant of an Early 

Wilmington Quaker family and former head of the Wilmington Fountain Society. 21 The Square 

also contained twelve bronze lanterns with electric lights that were 4 ½ feet in height. 22 

16 Williams Barksdale Maynard, Buildings of Delaware (Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia Press, 
2008): 104. 
17 Prior to its demolition, the courthouse was used in a military capacity for World War I. Eccel, 18. 
18 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square," 156. 
19 The image has since appeared on the Delaware state quarter in 1999. 
20 Ellen H. Crosman, "This Is Wilmington" Rodney Square." The Sunday Morning Star (15 August 1948): 
6. 
21 Jeanette Eckman, Anthony Higgs, William H. Connor, eds. Delaware: A Guide to the First State. 
Compiled and Written by the Federal Writers' Project of the Works Progress Administration for the State 
of Delaware (New York: The Viking Press, 1938): 284. 
22 "Rodney Square To Be City's Brightest Spot." The Sunday Morning Star(28 August 1921): 7. 
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The first civic building constructed on the east side of the future Rodney Square was the 
Wilmington Public Building, also known as the City-County Building.^^ Originally intended to be 

an addition to the existing courthouse, Raskob and Pierre S. DuPont convinced residents and 
city officials for a building jointly financed by the city and county to house both of their 
government offices.^^ The two uses, however, would be behind a single fa?ade and although 

“domes and towers were not desired... the commissioners had ‘no predilections as to 
architectural style.’”^® A competition was held, also chaired by Warren P. Laid, and juried by 
architects Paul Cret, Wiliam M. Kendall, and H. Van Buren Magonigle.“ The New York firm of 

Palmer, Hornbostel and Jones, in collaboration with WImington architect John Dockery 
Thompson, Jr., were selected as the architects. The building was dedicated on May 27, 1916 
and housed City Hall offices, county government offices, and city and county records.^ The 

only exterior indication of the dual use was the carving of “City Hall” over the southern entrance 
and “Court House” over the northern entrance. The building received eastern additions in 1960, 
which was 90% clad in stone from the original building, and in 1980.^®

The next building to be completed was the WImington Institute Free Library on the south side of
Rodney Square.^® In 1915, DuPont purchased the land for the library for $245,000 and

accompanying his check was a note stating, “’the style of the building will conform to the 
character of the new City-County Building and be an ornament to the City.’”®° This was the first 

indication that the new civic center was not only to have a cohesive vision, but was also to 
elevate the City of WImington through its conception. This idea extended to both the thematic, 
in its overall scope, and to the minute, in its implementation of fifteen-foot deep sidewalks

Prior to the construction of the building, the site house private residences, the Hilles School for girls, a 
Baptist Church and the Knights of Columbus. Eccel, 18.

McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 145.
“ McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 146. Domes and towers were considered to be the 
most easily identifiable, and therefore least desirable, elements of the outdated Victorian style.

I Maynard, 105.

28
Eckman, 284.
'City/County Building (Wilmington Public Building)” {Historic American Buildings Survey, 1980): 2.
The site was the former location of the graveyard of the Old First Presbyterian Church. The church 

subsequently moved to the northwest comer of 11®’ and Market Streets. Eckman, 286.
McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 150.
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The first civic building constructed on the east side of the future Rodney Square was the 

Wilmington Public Building, also known as the City-County Building.23 Originally intended to be 

an addition to the existing courthouse, Raskob and Pierre S. DuPont convinced residents and 

city officials for a building jointly financed by the city and county to house both of their 

government offices. 24 The two uses, however, would be behind a single fa<;:ade and although 

"domes and towers were not desired ... the commissioners had 'no predilections as to 

architectural style.'"25 A competition was held, also chaired by Warren P. Laid, and juried by 

architects Paul Cret, William M. Kendall , and H. Van Buren Magonigle. 26 The New York firm of 

Palmer, Hornbostel and Jones, in collaboration with Wilmington architect John Dockery 

Thompson, Jr., were selected as the architects. The building was dedicated on May 27, 1916 

and housed City Hall offices, county government offices, and city and county records. 27 The 

only exterior indication of the dual use was the carving of "City Hall" over the southern entrance 

and "Court House" over the northern entrance. The building received eastern additions in 1960, 

which was 90% clad in stone from the original building, and in 1980. 28 

The next building to be completed was the Wilmington Institute Free Library on the south side of 

Rodney Square. 29 In 1915, DuPont purchased the land for the library for $245,000 and 

accompanying his check was a note stating, "'the style of the building will conform to the 

character of the new City-County Building and be an ornament to the City.'"30 This was the first 

indication that the new civic center was not only to have a cohesive vision, but was also to 

elevate the City of Wilmington through its conception. This idea extended to both the thematic, 

in its overall scope, and to the minute, in its implementation of fifteen-foot deep sidewalks 

23 Prior to the construction of the building, the site house private residences, the Hilles School for girls, a 
Baptist Church and the Knights of Columbus. Eccel, 18. • 
24 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square," 145. 
25 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square,· 146. Domes and towers were considered to be the 
most easily identifiable, and therefore least desirable, elements of the outdated Victorian style. 
26 Maynard, 105. 
27 Eckman, 284. 
28 "City/County Building (Wilmington Public Building)" (Historic American Buildings Survey, 1980): 2. 
29 The site was the former location of the graveyard of the Old First Presbyterian Church. The ch·urch 
subsequently moved to the northwest comer of 11 th and Market Streets. Eckman, 286. 
30 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square," 150. 
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around the square’s perimeter.^'' It also wholly integrated DuPont into the eventual design and 
construction of the building.^^

DuPont, along with Laird and Frank Miles Day, comprised a building committee that reviewed 
three sets of proposed designs by architects Edward Lippincott Tilton (1861-1933) and Alfred 
Morton Githens (1876-1973). The DuPont Company was selected as the engineers.®^ At the 

time Tilton was considered to be Ihe foremost library architect in the country” and the pair had 
worked on numerous libraries for Andrew Carnegie.^ The cornerstone for the 3-story building of 
Indiana limestone was laid on March 4, 1922 and the building was gpened on May 5, 1923.^^ 

The building was designed in the Beaux Arts style to compliment the architecture of the 
Wilmington Public Building. The design also repeated references to Greco-Roman architecture 
- motifs from Pompeii, the frieze from the Parthenon at the Acropolis, the Library at Alexandria, 
the frieze from the Temple of Antoninus and Faustina in Rome - in keeping with the revivalist 
tenets of the City Beautiful movement. It received the American Institute of Architects Exhibition 
Medal for first place in the Public Building Group in 1925, largely for its implementation of 
uninterrupted interior space. It could hold up to 400,000 volumes. In keeping with the 
comprehensive design of the square, the Library’s entrance is directly opposite the entrance to 
Rodney Square.^®

By 1925, Rodney Square and the buildings to the west, south and east were entirely 
transformed, but the north side remained incomplete.®^ However, the hope persisted that it 

would house a “public building that would preserve ‘the dignity and beauty of the Public

McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 149.
McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 148.

®® The DuPont Company was selected because they had the lowest bid, achieved by replacing the south 
wall, originally specified as limestone, with brick.
^ “City’s New Library Dedicated Yesterday with Brief Ceremony." The Sunday Morning Star (6 May 
1923): 14.

McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 155.
®® “Open Bids Aug. 15 for New Library at lO"’ and Market.” The Sunday Morning Star {7 August 1921): 8.

McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square," 159. The only building on the north side of the 
square was the McComb-Winchester Mansion, “one of the last stately residences in [that] part of the city.” 
Eccel, 19.
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around the square's perimeter. 31 It also wholly integrated DuPont into the eventual design and 

construction of the building. 32 

DuPont, along with Laird and Frank Miles Day, comprised a building committee that reviewed 

three sets of proposed designs by architects Edward Lippincott Tilton (1861-1933) and Alfred 

Morton Githens (1876-1973). The DuPont Company was selected as the engineers. 33 At the 

time Tilton was considered to be "the foremost library architect in the country" and the pair had 

worked on numerous libraries for Andrew Carnegie. 34 The cornerstone for the 3-story building of 

Indiana limestone was laid on March 4, 1922 and the building was gpened on May 5, 1923. 35 

The building was designed in the Beaux Arts style to compliment the architecture of the 

Wilmington Public Building. The design also repeated references to Greco-Roman architecture 

- motifs from Pompeii, the frieze from the Parthenon at the Acropolis, the Library at Alexandria, 

the frieze from the Temple of Antoninus and Faustina in Rome - in keeping with the revivalist 

tenets of the City Beautiful movement. It received the American Institute of Architects Exhibition 

Medal for first place in the Public Building Group in 1925, largely for its implementation of 

uninterrupted interior space. It could hold up to 400,000 volumes. In keeping with the 

comprehensive design of the square, the Library's entrance is directly opposite the entrance to 

Rodney Square. 36 

By 1925, Rodney Square and the buildings to the west, south and east were entirely 

transformed, but the north side rernained incomplete. 37 However, the hope persisted that it 

would house a "public building that would preserve 'the dignity and beauty of the Public 

31 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square,· 149. 
32 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square,· 148. 
33 The DuPont Company was selected because they had the lowest bid, achieved by replacing the south 
wall , originally specified as limestone, with brick. 
34 "City's New Library Dedicated Yesterday with Brief Ceremony." The Sunday Morning Star (6 May 
1923): 14. 
35 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square," 155. 
36 "Open Bids Aug. 15 for New Library at 10th and Market.• The Sunday Morning Star (7 August 1921 ): 8. 
37 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square,• 159. The only building on the north side of the 
square was the McComb-Winchester Mansion, "one of the last stately residences in [that] part of the city." 
Eccel, 19. 
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Square.’”^® In 1932, the city received $1,600,000 from the federal emergency relief fund for a 

new federal building. The new United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House 
would not only provide the requisite office space but also hundreds of local jobs. Pierre S. 
DuPont was still involved in the design and endorsed local architect Edward William Martin. By 
early 1933, Martin (design), along with two other local firms. Brown and Whiteside 
(specifications), and Robinson, Stanhope and Manning (working drawings), was selected and 
the three firms formed Associated Federal Architects.®® Once again, the design for the building 

“had to reflect architectural harmony” with the existing buildings surrounding the Square “with 
particular attention... devoted to the design of the library, directly opposite....”^® Construction 

began in September 1935 and was completed in February 1937. At its dedication, one reporter 
wrote, “Construction and occupancy of the new building rounds out the plans of many civic 
minded Wilmingtonians in the layout of Rodney Square. It was long the hope of many that the 
square would become the center of an imposing group of important public and private buildings. 
Construction of the post office building completes the four sides of the square.”^^

The 3-story building was of limestone and rusticated granite with the post office located in the 
basement and on the 1®* floor. The 2"® floor was occupied by the Federal court and the Bureau 

of Internal Revenue, Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce and U.S. Customs Office 
were on the 3"^ floor. The interior of the building had terrazzo floors and marble wainscoting, 

along with murals by Herman H. Zimmerman in the lobby and Albert Pels in the courtroom. In 
1982, a large office tower addition was constructed to the north.

Beginning in 1935, the 14-story Nemours Building was constructed to the west of the DuPont 
Building by Frederick A. Godley of New York and Hubert Sheldon Stees for the DuPont 
Engineering Department. The Modeme style of the building matched that of the 1930 addition to 
the DuPont Building and it was originally connected to it by an underground tunnel and an upper 
level bridge. The reinforced concrete building was faced with brick and limestone, was used as

®® McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 160.
®® McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 160; Maynard, 105. 

McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 161.
McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square," 162.
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Square."'38 In 1932, the city received $1,600,000 from the federal emergency relief fund for a 

new federal building. The new United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House 

would not only provide the requisite office space but also hundreds of local jobs. Pierre S. 

DuPont was still involved in the design and endorsed local architect Edward William Martin. By 

early 1933, Martin (design), along with two other local firms, Brown and Whiteside 

(specifications), and Robinson, Stanhope and Manning (working drawings), was selected and 

the three firms formed Associated Federal Architects. 39 Once again, the design forthe building 

"had to reflect architectural harmony" with the existing buildings surrounding the Square "with 

particular attention ... devoted to the design of the library, directly opposite .... "4° Construction 

began in September 1935 and was completed in February 1937. At its dedication, one reporter 

wrote, "Construction and occupancy of the new building rounds out the plans of many civic 

minded Wilmingtonians in the layout of Rodney Square. It was long the hope of many that the 

square would become the center of an imposing group of important public and private buildings. 

Construction of the post office building completes the four sides of the square."41 

The 3-story building was of limestone and rusticated granite with the post office located in the 

basement and on the 1st floor. The 2nd floor was occupied by the Federal court and the Bureau 

of Internal Revenue, Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce and U.S. Customs Office 

were on the 3rd floor. The interior of the building had terrazzo floors and marble wainscoting, 

along with murals by Herman H. Zimmerman in the lobby and Albert Pels in the courtroom. In 

1982, a large office tower addition was constructed to the north. 

Beginning in 1935, the 14-story Nemours Building was constructed to the west of the DuPont 

Building by Frederick A Godley of New York and Hubert Sheldon Stees for the DuPont 

Engineering Department. The Moderne style of the building matched that of the 1930 addition to 

the DuPont Building and it was originally connected to it by an underground tunnel and an upper 

level bridge. The reinforced concrete building was faced with brick and limestone, was used as 

38 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square," 160. 
39 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square,· 160; Maynard, 105. 
40 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square," 161 . 
41 McNinch, "The Changing Face of Rodney Square,· 162. 
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administrative space and was the largest office building ever to be air conditioned.A second 
addition was completed in 1941.

This group of buildings, and the square itself, are the “architectural and historic hallmarks of 
Wilmington during the first quarter of the century” and “one of the city’s earliest attempts at the 
planning of public space.”^^ To this day, they provide a clear boundary to the center of 

Wilmington and continue to maintain its relevance as a city center.

Significance in Community Planning and Development, Criterion A 
The proposed Rodney Square Historic District is significant under Criterion A, Community 
Planning and Development, as a unique example of a collective public and private development 
venture that evolved out of the City Beautiful movement. Initially established and anchored by 
the DuPont Company, Rodney Square maintained its prominence and relevance as the 
continual center of administrative, cultural and business life in Wilmington.

The extreme importance of the DuPont Company in the history of the development of Rodney 
Square is twofold: they were the preeminent company in a company town, thereby giving them 
a unique and relatively unchecked position of power. Additionally, by being involved with every 
aspect of the Square and the surrounding buildings, they were able to maintain a single 
aesthetic and programmatic vision, resulting in a unified city center.

The Role of the City Beautiful Movement at Rodney Square
This notion of constructing a cohesive urban center was quite typical of its time, in that it 
stemmed from the City Beautiful movement, which was extremely popular in the late 19“' and 
early 20“’ centuries. The City Beautiful movement had been made popular by Daniel Burnham 

and the World Columbian Exposition of 1893, and was characterized by formal and 
symmetrical, white buildings presented on a vast scale and usually in keeping with the

Maynard, 107,
Patricia D. Wilson, et al. A Survey of Wilmington’s City Halls (August 1981. Wilmington Department of 

City Planning files. Courtesy of the Wilmington Department of City Planning): 7; “City/County Building 
(Wilmington Public Building)”, 1.
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administrative space and was the largest office building ever to be air conditioned. 42 A second 

addition was completed in 1941 . 

This group of buildings, and the square itself, are the "architectural and historic hallmarks of 

Wilmington during the first quarter of the century" and "one of the city's earliest attempts at the 

planning of public space."43 To this day, they provide a clear boundary to the center of 

Wilmington and continue to maintain its relevance as a city center. 

Significance in Community Planning and Development, Criterion A 

The proposed Rodney Square Historic District is significant under Criterion A, Community 

Planning and Development, as a unique example of a collective public and private development 

venture that evolved out of the City Beautiful movement. Initially established and anchored by 

the DuPont Company, Rodney Square maintained its prominence and relevance as the 

continual center of administrative, cultural and business life in Wilmington. 

The extreme importance of the DuPont Company in the history of the development of Rodney 

Square is twofold: they were the preeminent company in a company town, thereby giving them 

a unique and relatively unchecked position of power. Additionally, by being involved with every 

aspect of the Square and the surrounding buildings, they were able to maintain a single 

aesthetic and programmatic vision, resulting in a unified city center. 

The Role of the City Beautiful Movement at Rodney Square 

This notion of constructing a cohesive urban center was quite typical of its time, in that it 

stemmed from the City Beautiful movement, which was extremely popular in the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries. The City Beautiful movement had been made popular by Daniel Burnham 

and the World Columbian Exposition of 1893, and was characterized by formal and 

symmetrical , white buildings presented on a vast scale and usually in keeping with the 

42 Maynard, 107, 
43 Patricia D. Wilson, et al. A Survey of Wilmington 's City Halls (August 1981. Wilmington Department of 
City Planning files. Courtesy of the Wilmington Department of City Planning): 7; "City/County Building 
(Wilmington Public Building)", 1. 
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Classical, Neoclassical or Beaux-Arts styles.^ This synthesis of architecture and landscape 

were designed to form an ideal city in which “architecture was recognized as the dominant 
process in this artistic collaboration and civic monuments were used as expressions of the city’ 
governmental and cultural functions. Such elaborate arrangements were thought to conduce the 
individual citizen to embrace higher ideals through a new artistic environment.”^® However, the 

movement was not solely beauty for beauty’s sake. It’s supporters also believed that this new 
approach to planning would prompt social change as it would inspire civic pride, promote culture 
and improve morality among urban populations.

One of the most fundamental aspects of the City Beautiful plan was the civic center, which was 
“intended to be a beautiful ensemble, an architectural triumph far more breathtaking than a 
single building, no matter how comely, could be. Grouping public buildings around a park, 
square or intersection of radial streets allows the visual delights of perspectives, open space, 
and the contrast between the buildings and their umbrageous setting.”^® This tenet serves as a 

perfect descriptor of the proposed Rodney Square Historic District; an environment in which the 
whole is not only greater than the sum of its parts, but also one which served as the 
embodiment of the ideal function of the civic center of a prominent Delaware city.

The way in which the development of Rodney Square was realized is also in keeping with the 
City Beautiful movement. Typical of the movement’s reformist attitudes of the City Beautiful 
movement, Raskob initiated juried competitions to allow for maximum transparency in the 
design selection process. Moreover, these juries were comprised of academics rather than 
politicians, reinforcing the notion that this was a center for the people, and not for an isolated

^ Burnham's sentiments about this movement were best summarized by his famous quote: “Make no little 
plans; they have no magic to stir men’s blood and probably themselves will not be realized. Make big 
plans; aim high in hope and work, remembering that a noble, logical diagram once recorded will never 
die, but long after we are gone will be a living thing, asserting itself with ever-growing insistency. 
Remember that our sons and grandsons are going to do things that would stagger us. Let your 
watchword be order and your beacon beauty.”

William H. Wilson. The City Beautiful Movement (Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989): 
116.

William H. Wilson, 92.
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Classical, Neoclassical or Beaux-Arts styles.44 This synthesis of architecture and landscape 

were designed to form an ideal city in which "architecture was recognized as the dominant 

process in this artistic collaboration and civic monuments were used as expressions of the city' 

governmental and cultural functions. Such elaborate arrangements were thought to conduce the 

individual citizen to embrace higher ideals through a new artistic environment."45 However, the 

movement was not solely beauty for beauty's sake. It's supporters also believed that this new 

approach to planning would prompt social change as it would inspire civic pride, promote culture 

and improve morality among urban populations. 

One of the most fundamental aspects of the City Beautiful plan was the civic center, which was 

"intended to be a beautiful ensemble, an architectural triumph far more breathtaking than a 

single building, no matter how comely, could be. Grouping public buildings around a park, 

square or intersection of radial streets allows the visual delights of perspectives, open space, 

and the contrast between the buildings and their umbrageous setting."46 This tenet serves as a 

perfect descriptor of the proposed Rodney Square Historic District; an environment in which the 

whole is not only greater than the sum of its parts, but also one which served as the 

embodiment of the ideal function of the civic center of a prominent Delaware city. 

The way in which the development of Rodney Square was realized is also in keeping with the 

City Beautiful movement. Typical of the movement's reformist attitudes of the City Beautiful 

movement, Raskob initiated juried competitions to allow for maximum transparency in the 

design selection process. Moreover, these juries were comprised of academics rather than 

politicians, reinforcing the notion that this was a center for the people, and not for an isolated 

44 Bumham's sentiments about this movement were best summarized by his famous quote: "Make no little 
plans; they have no magic to stir men's blood and probably themselves will not be realized. Make big 
plans; aim high in hope and work, remembering that a noble, logical diagram once recorded will never 
die, but long after we are gone will be a living thing, asserting itself with ever-growing insistency. 
Remember that our sons and grandsons are going to do things that would stagger us. Let your 
watchword be order and your beacon beauty." 
45 William H. Wilson. The City Beautiful Movement (Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989): 
116. 
46 William H. Wilson, 92. 
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elite. The designs for Rodney Square itself, the Wilmington Public Building and the Wilmington 
Institute Free Library were all selected by juried competitions. Although the designs for the 
DuPont Building and the United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House were not, 
both were the created by a collaborative effort resulting in a more populist design.

While it is possible that the role of such a large number of both academic jurors and 
professional architects might have resulted in a disparate overall design, the omnipresence of 
both Raskob and Pierre S. DuPont prevented that from happening. In each competition, the 
requirements were such that each element be reflective of and complimentary to that which had 
proceeded it. This consistent and unique approach to a civic center meant not only that the 
buildings were compositionally balanced within themselves, but also that they effectively 
conveyed a single aesthetic and programmatic unit. This singular approach provided for the 
uplifting urban experience that Raskob and DuPont were so intent on creating.

Significance in Architecture, Criterion C
Rodney Square in downtown Wilmington possesses significance under Criterion C for 
Architecture as an important and unified collection of revivalist style architecture designed for 
primarily public use. The proposed district contains five buildings, one site and one object that 
were designed between 1905 and 1941.

The pervasive use of revivalist architectural styles - Italian Renaissance, Classical Revival, 
Beaux Arts - was strongly in keeping with the City Beautiful movement. It was felt that by 
harkening back to the architectural styles of the founding civilizations, the current populace 
might be similarly inspired to great achievement. By maintaining a revivalist aesthetic among 
each design element, Rodney Square presented a visual cohesion and firmly asserted its 
principled message.

The Classical Revival Style
The Classical Revival style has its roots in the influential 1893 Columbian Exposition in Chicago, 
where the simple, clean lines of the classical style was introduced as an alternative to the ornate 
Victorian buildings that filled the crowded cities of the period. Another influential source for the
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elite. The designs for Rodney Square itself, the Wilmington Public Building and the Wilmington 

Institute Free Library were all selected by juried competitions. Although the designs for the 

DuPont Building and the United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House were not, 

both were the created by a collaborative effort resulting in a more populist design. 

While it is possible that the role of such a large number of both academic jurors and 

professional architects might have resulted in a disparate overall design, the omnipresence of 

both Raskob and Pierre S. DuPont prevented that from happening. In each competition, the 

requirements were such that each element be reflective of and complimentary to that which had 

proceeded it. This consistent and unique approach to a civic center meant not only that the 

buildings were compositionally balanced within themselves, but also that they effectively 

conveyed a single aesthetic and programmatic unit. This singular approach provided for the 

uplifting urban experience that Raskob and DuPont were so intent on creating. 

Significance in Architecture, Criterion C 

Rodney Square in downtown Wilmington possesses significance under Criterion C for 

Architecture as an important and unified collection of revivalist style architecture designed for 

primarily public use. The proposed district contains five buildings, one site and one object that 

were designed between 1905 and 1941. 

The pervasive use of revivalist architectural styles - Italian Renaissance, Classical Revival, 

Beaux Arts - was strongly in keeping with the City Beautiful movement. It was felt that by 

harkening back to the architectural styles of the founding civilizations, the current populace 

might be similarly inspired to great achievement. By maintaining a revivalist aesthetic among 

each design element, Rodney Square presented a visual cohesion and firmly asserted its 

principled message. 

The Classical Revival Style 

The Classical Revival style has its roots in the influential 1893 Columbian Exposition in Chicago, 

where the simple, clean lines of the classical style was introduced as an alternative to the ornate 

Victorian buildings that filled the crowded cities of the period. Another influential source for the 
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Classical Revival style became the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, a popular school for 
American architects after finishing their domestic training.

In Rodney Square, the Classical Revival style is found both in the Wilmington Public Building 
and in the square itself. The Wilmington Public Building, with its colonnade of Ionic granite 
columns and pedimented entrances, is an archetypal example of Greek and Roman architecture 
adapted to a modern context. This style was particularly appropriate for a civic institution 
because it conveyed the power and stability of a government, which is both preparing for the 
future and anchored in the past. Rodney Square conveys a similar sense of formality, but not 
one designed solely to impose civic strength upon the citizens, rather one that intended to 
promote the strength of the citizens within themselves. The cast stone terraces and balustrade, 
the symmetrical layout and bronze statuary are all Classical Revival style elements that 
contribute to this notion.

The Italian Renaissance Style
The Italian Renaissance style also sprung from the revivalist aesthetic of the late 19**’ century. 

Based firmly in the architectural precepts of the Renaissance, the style particularly embraced 
the design of the Italian palazzo, those magnificent residences created for wealthy families.

The DuPont building is characteristic of the Italian Renaissance style in both design and intent. 
As in the time of the Renaissance, the DuPont Building was a modern version of an 
architectural focal point for a wealthy family. It was intended to display its power while asserting 
its lasting endurance. With its symmetrical elevations, distinctive base, rusticated upper floors 
and bracketed cornice, the effect was one of a palazzo fit for the 20*'’ century.

The Beaux Arts Style
The Beaux Arts style, perhaps the most widely adapted revivalist style, was the approach of 
designing monumental and historically based architecture, as taught by the Ecole des Beaux 
Arts in Paris. Although the formalist architecture was derived from French architecture of the 
16th, iyth i0fh centuries, it was often modified to suit the particular needs of each client or 

project.
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Classical Revival style became the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, a popular school for 

American architects after finishing their domestic training. 

In Rodney Square, the Classical Revival style is found both in the Wilmington Public Building 

and in the square itself. The Wilmington Public Building, with its colonnade of Ionic granite 

columns and pedimented entrances, is an archetypal example of Greek and Roman architecture 

adapted to a modern context. This style was particularly appropriate for a civic institution 

because it conveyed the power and stability of a government, which is both preparing for the 

future and anchored in the past. Rodney Square conveys a similar sense of formality, but not 

one designed solely to impose civic strength upon the citizens, rather one that intended to 

promote the strength of the citizens within themselves. The cast stone terraces and balustrade, 

the symmetrical layout and bronze statuary are all Classical Revival style elements that 

contribute to this notion. 

The Italian Renaissance Style 

The Italian Renaissance style also sprung from the revivalist aesthetic of the late 19th century. 

Based firmly in the architectural precepts of the Renaissance, the style particularly embraced 

the design of the Italian palazzo, those magnificent residences created for wealthy families. 

The DuPont building is characteristic of the Italian Renaissance style in both design and intent. 

As in the time of the Renaissance, the DuPont Building was a modern version of an 

architectural focal point for a wealthy family. It was intended to display its power while asserting 

its lasting endurance. With its symmetrical elevations, distinctive base, rusticated upper floors 

and bracketed cornice, the effect was one of a palazzo fit for the 20th century. 

The Beaux Arts Style 

The Beaux Arts style, perhaps the most widely adapted revivalist style, was the approach of 

designing monumental and historically based architecture, as taught by the Ecole des Beaux 

Arts in Paris. Although the formalist architecture was derived from French architecture of the 

16th
, 17th and 18th centuries, it was often modified to suit the particular needs of each client or 

project. 
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Both the Wilmington Institute Free Library and the United States Post Office, Court House and 
Custom House were designed in the Beaux Arts style. Both buildings have symmetrical, 
masonry facades, grouped classical columns, and ornamented rooflines, which, as with the 
other revivalist styles, illustrate the formality and permanence of the civic center.

Associated Architects and Artists
Associated Federal Architects (1933-1937) were formed specifically for the design and 
construction of the United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House on Rodney 
Square. The group consisted of Edward William Marlin, who designed the building. Brown and 
Whiteside, who provided the specifications, and Robinson, Stanhope and Manning, who 
produced the working drawings. After the Post Office was completed, the group disbanded to 
pursue individual projects.

Alfred Morton Githens (1876-1973) was born in Philadelphia and attended the University of 
Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts and the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. 
After working for a number of firms, including Cope & Stewardson and Cass Gilbert, Githens 
established his own practice with Charles C. Haight in 1904. In 1917, he formed a partnership 
with Edward Lippincott Tilton, which dissolved in 1937, and thereafter he partnered with Francis 
Keally. Two of his more prominent projects are the Currier Gallery of Art in New Hampshire 
(1929, NR 1979), which he designed with Tilton, and the Holy Spirit Chapel (1923, NR 1995). 
Githens, along with Tilton, designed the Wilmington Institute Free Library.

Frederick A. Godley (1886-1951) studied at Yale University, the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris before becoming partners with Raymond M. 
Hood in New York City in 1924. He is best known for his projects in collaboration with Hood, 
including Radio City Music Hall (1932, NR 1978), the McGraw-Hill Building (1930, NR 1980) and 
the American Radiator Building (1924, NR 1980), all in New York City. Godley worked on 
portions of the additions to the DuPont Building and designed the Nemours Building.
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Both the Wilmington Institute Free Library and the United States Post Office, Court House and 

Custom House were designed in the Beaux Arts style. Both buildings have symmetrical, 

masonry facades, grouped classical columns, and ornamented rooflines, which, as with the 

other revivalist styles, illustrate the formality and permanence of the civic center. 

Associated Architects and Artists 

Associated Federal Architects (1933-1937) were formed specifically for the design and 

construction of the United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House on Rodney 

Square. The group consisted of Edward William Martin, who designed the building, Brown and 

Whiteside, who provided the specifications, and Robinson, Stanhope and Manning, who 

produced the working drawings. After the Post Office was completed , the group disbanded to 

pursue individual projects. 

Alfred Morton Githens (1876-1973) was born in Philadelphia and attended the University of 

Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts and the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. 

After working for a number of firms, including Cope & Stewardson and Cass Gilbert, Githens 

established his own practice with Charles C. Haight in 1904. In 1917, he formed a partnership 

with Edward Lippincott Tilton, which dissolved in 1937, and thereafter he partnered with Francis 

Keally. Two of his more prominent projects are the Currier Gallery of Art in New Hampshire 

(1929, NR 1979), which he designed with Tilton, and the Holy Spirit Chapel (1923, NR 1995). 

Githens, along with Tilton, designed the Wilmington Institute Free Library. 

Frederick A. Godley (1886-1951) studied at Yale University, the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology and the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris before becoming partners with Raymond M. 

Hood in New York City in 1924. He is best known for his projects in collaboration with Hood, 

including Radio City Music Hall (1932, NR 1978), the McGraw-Hill Building (1930, NR 1980) and 

the American Radiator Building (1924, NR 1980), all in New York City. Godley worked on 

portions of the additions to the DuPont Building and designed the Nemours Building. 
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James Edward Kelly (1855-1933) was born in New York City and studied at the National 
Academy of Design and the Art Students’ League. Kelly is best known as a sculptor of historical 
figures and scenes, particularly those associated with the Civil War. He designed the bronze 
statue of Caesar Rodney on his horse and the accompanying plaques on the west side of 
Rodney Square.

Palmer, Hornbostel and Jones (1917-?) was the last iteration of the long-term partnership 
between Henry Hornbostel and William Palmer. After studying at Columbia University and the 
Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, Hornbostel returned to New York and established a firm with 
William Palmer. Jones joined the firm in 1917. Some of their more significant projects include 
the Main Building, United States Bureau of Mines in Pittsburgh, PA (1915, NR 1974), the New 
York State Department of Education Building in Albany, NY (1908, NR 1971) and the Oakland 
City Hall in Oakland, CA (1911, NR 1983). Palmer, Hornbostel and Jones designed the 
Wilmington Public Building.

Edward Lippincott Tilton (1861-1933) was bom in New York City and worked at the firm of 
McKim, Mead and White before attending the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. Upon his return, 
he formed a partnership with William A. Boring, which lasted until 1904. He continued to work 
independently until his death, at which time he was regarded as one of the foremost library 
architects in the county. His more significant projects include the Currier Gallery of Art in New 
Hampshire (1929, NR 1979), which he designed with Alfred Morton Githens, St. Luke’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in New York City (1922, NR 2007), the Central Library in 
Somerville, MA (1914, NR 1989) and the Sioux City Free Public Library in Sioux City, lA (1912, 
NR 1997). Tilton, along with Githens, designed the Wilmington Institute Free Library.

Zantzinger, Borie & Medary (1910-1929) formed after Milton B. Medary joined the existing 
practice of Clarence C. Zantzinger and C.L. Borie. The firm was known for numerous large 
urban projects, including the Fidelity Mutual Life Insurance Company Building (1926, NR 1973) 
and the Bell Telephone Company Building (1939, NR 2000), both in Philadelphia, Chanticleer 
(1912, NR 1984) in Delaware County, PA, the Detroit Museum of Art (1927), and the
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James Edward Kelly (1855-1933) was born in New York City and studied at the National 

Academy of Design and the Art Students' League. Kelly is best known as a sculptor of historical 

figures and scenes, particularly those associated with the Civil War. He designed the bronze 

statue of Caesar Rodney on his horse and the accompanying plaques on the west side of 
Rodney Square. 

Palmer, Hornbostel and Jones (1917-?) was the last iteration of the long-term partnership 

between Henry Hornbostel and William Palmer. After studying at Columbia University and the 

Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, Hornbostel returned to New York and established a firm with 
William Palmer. Jones joined the firm in 1917. Some of their more significant projects include 

the Main Building, United States Bureau of Mines in Pittsburgh, PA (1915, NR 1974), the New 

York State Department of Education Building in Albany, NY (1908, NR 1971) and the Oakland 

City Hall in Oakland, CA (1911, NR 1983). Palmer, Hornbostel and Jones designed the 

Wilmington Public Building. 

Edward Lippincott Tilton (1861-1933) was born in New York City and worked at the firm of 

McKim, Mead and White before attending the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. Upon his return, 

he formed a partnership with William A. Boring, which lasted until 1904. He continued to work 

independently until his death, at which time he was regarded as one of the foremost library 

architects in the county. His more significant projects include the Currier Gallery of Art in New · 

Hampshire (1929, NR 1979), which he designed with Alfred Morton Githens, St. Luke's 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in New York City (1922, NR 2007), the Central Library in 

Somerville, MA (1914, NR 1989) and the Sioux City Free Public Library in Sioux City, IA (1912, 

NR 1997). Tilton, along with Githens, designed the Wilmington Institute Free Library. 

Zantzinger, Borie & Medary (1910-1929) formed after Milton B. Medary joined the existing 

practice of Clarence C. Zantzinger and C.L. Borie. The firm was known for numerous large 

urban projects, including the Fidelity Mutual Life Insurance Company Building (1926, NR 1973) 

and the Bell Telephone Company Building (1939, NR 2000), both in Philadelphia, Chanticleer 

(1912, NR 1984) in Delaware County, PA, the Detroit Museum of Art (1927), and the 
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Indianapolis Central Library (1916, NR 1975). Zantzinger, Borie & Medary unsuccessfully bid on 
the design of the Wilmington Public Building and successfully designed Rodney Square.
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Indianapolis Central Library (1916, NR 1975). Zantzinger, Borie & Medary unsuccessfully bid on 

the design of the Wilmington Public Building and successfully designed Rodney Square. 
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Comprehensive Planning
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Time Period: 
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Property Type:

Urban

1880 - 1940+/-: Urbanization and Early Suburbanization

Settlement Patterns and Demographic Change 
Architecture, Engineering, and Decorative Arts
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9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.) 
See attached.

Previous documentation on fiie (NPS):
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been

requested)
____ previously listed in the National Register
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register

_designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #__
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #. 
recorded by Historic American Landscape Sun/ey #

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office

____Other State agency
____Federal agency
____Local government
____University

^Other
Name of repository: ______________

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): N/A

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Approximately 7 acres 
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 18S 453135.7E
Zone Easting

4399687.0N
Northing Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
See attached.

Boundary Justification (Explain w/hy the boundaries were selected.)
See attached.

1=

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

NPS Form 10-900 0MB No. 1024-0018 

Rodney Square Historic District 
Name of Property 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.) 
See attached. 

(Expires 5/31/2012) 

New Castle County, DE 
County and State 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been 
--requested) 

X State Historic Preservation Office 

__previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 

--designated a National Historic Landmark 
--recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # ____ _ 
--recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # ___ _ 
--recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): N/A 

1 o. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property Approximately 7 acres 
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.} 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 18S 453135.?E 4399687.0N 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 
Zone Easting Northing 

3 

4 

Other State agency 
__ Federal agency 
__ Local government 
_ _ University 

Other 
Name of repository: 

Zone Easting 

Zone Easting 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

See attached. 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

See attached. 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and 
applicable criteria.)
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Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.) 
See attached.
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Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate) 
See attached.
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Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate) 

See attached. 
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name/title Logan 1. Ferguson

organization Powers & Company, Inc. date Septem ber30,2010

street & number 211 N. 13“’ Street, Suite 500 telephone (215)636-0192

city or town Philadelphia state PA zip code 19107

e-mail loaanfS) Dowersco.net

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

• Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all 
photographs to this map.

• Continuation Sheets

• Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs:____________
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) 
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

See attached.

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name

street & number 

city or town ___

telephone

state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept, of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

• Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all 
photographs to this map. 

• Continuation Sheets 

• Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

Photographs: 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) 
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map. 

See attached. 

Property Owner: 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name 

street & number 

city or town 

telephone 

state zip code 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 

7 



NPSForm 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) 0MB No, 1024-0018 (Expires 5-31-2012)

r

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Continuation Sheet

Rodney Square Historic District 

Photographs Page _1 

PHOTOGRAPH LIST

The following information pertains to every photograph:

Rodney Square Historic District 
10"^, Market and King Streets 
New Castle County, Delaware 
Robert Powers 
August 2010
Powers and Company, Inc.

Rodney Square Historic District_____
Name of Property

New Castle County, DE _
County and State

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Photograph # Description of Photograph
1. United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House, South elevation, view 

north
2. United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House, South and east 

elevations, view northwest
3. Rodney Square, view southwest
4. Wilmington Public Building, West elevation, view southeast
5. Wilmington Public Building, North elevation, view southeast
6. Wilmington Public Building, East elevation, view southwest
7. Rodney Square, Caesar Rodney statue, DuPont Building, view west
8. Rodney Square, DuPont Building, view northwest
9. Wilmington Institute Free Library, East and north elevations, view southwest
10. Rodney Square, view north
11. Rodney Square, view northeast
12. Wilmington Institute Free Library, North and west elevations, view southeast
13. DuPont Building, East and south elevations, view northwest
14. Nemours Building, East and south elevations, view northwest
15. Nemours Building, South and west elevations, view northeast
16. Nemours Building, North and west elevations, view southeast
17. Nemours Building, North and east elevations, view southwest
18. DuPont Building, North and west elevations, view southeast
19. United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House, South and west 

elevations, view northeast
20. DuPont Building, North and east elevations, view southwest
21. Rodney Square, view southeast
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Photographs Page --'-1 _ 

PHOTOGRAPH LIST 

The following information pertains to every photograph: 

Rodney Square Historic District 
10th, 11th, Market and King Streets 
New Castle County, Delaware 
Robert Powers 
August 2010 
Powers and Company, Inc. 

Photograph # Description of Photograph 
1. United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House, South elevation, view 

north 
2. United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House, South and east 

elevations, view northwest 
3. Rodney Square, view southwest 
4. Wilminoton Public Buildino, West elevation, view southeast 
5. Wilmington Public Building, North elevation, view southeast 
6. Wilmington Public Building, East elevation, view southwest 
7. Rodney Square, Caesar Rodney statue, DuPont Building, view west 
8. Rodney Square, DuPont Building, view northwest 
9. Wilmington Institute Free Library, East and north elevations, view southwest 
10. Rodney Square, view north 
11. Rodney Square, view northeast 
12. Wilminoton Institute Free Librarv, North and west elevations, view southeast 
13. DuPont Building, East and south elevations, view northwest 
14. Nemours Building, East and south elevations, view northwest 
15. Nemours Buildino, South and west elevations, view northeast 
16. Nemours Building, North and west elevations, view southeast 
17. Nemours Building, North and east elevations, view southwest 
18. DuPont Buildino, North and west elevations, view southeast 
19. United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House, South and west 

elevations, view northeast 
20. DuPont Building, North and east elevations, view southwest 
21. Rodney Square, view southeast 
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22. Wilmington Public Building, 1®'floor, Stairway, view east
23. Wilmington Institute Free Library, 1®’floor, view west
24. DuPont Building, Lobby, view west
25. DuPont Building, 2"° floor, Stainvay, view northwest
26. DuPont Building, 1®'floor. Ballroom, view northwest
27. United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House, Lobby, view east
28. United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House, Lobby mural, view east
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22. Wilmington Public Building, 1st floor, Stairway, view east 
23. Wilmington Institute Free Library, 1st floor, view west 
24. DuPont BuildinQ, Lobby, view west 
25. DuPont Building , 2na floor, Stairway, view northwest 
26. DuPont Building, 1st floor, Ballroom, view northwest 
27. United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House, Lobby, view east 
28. United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House, Lobby mural, view east 
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United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House 1 of 28 
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United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House 
Northwest View 2 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle County, DE 
Rodney Square - southwest view 3 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle, DE 
Wilmington Public Building, west elevation, 
view southeast 4 of 28 
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Rodney Square Historic District • New Castle, DE 
Wilmington Public Building, North Elevation 
view southeast 5 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle, DE 
Wilmington Public Building, East elevation 
view southwest 6 of 28 
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Rodney Square, Caesar Rodney Statue, 
DuPont Building, view west 7 of 28 
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Wilmington Institute Free Library, East and North 
elevations, view southwest 9 of 28 
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Rodney Square, view north 10 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle, DE 
Rodney Square, view northeast 11 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle, DE 
Wilmington Institute Free Library, 
North and West elevations, view southeast 12 of 28 
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Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle, DE 
Nemours Building, South and West elevations, 
view northeast 15 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle, DE 
Nemours Building, North and West elevations, 
view southeast 16 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle, DE 
Nemours Building, North and East elevations, 
view southwest 17 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District• New Castle, DE 
DuPont building, North and West elevations, 
view southeast 18 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle, DE 
United States Post Office, Court House and Custom 
House, South and West elevations, 
view northeast 19 of 28 
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Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle, DE 
Rodney Square, view southeast 21 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle, DE 
Wilmington Public Building, 1st floor, Stairway, 
view east 22 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle, DE 
Wilmington Institute Free Library, 1st floor, 
view west 23 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle,DE 
DuPont Building, Lobby, view west 24 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle, DE 
DuPont Building, 2nd floor, Stairway, 
view northwest 25 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle, DE 
DuPont Building, 1st floor, Ballroom, 
view northwest 26 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle, DE 
United States Post Office, Court House and 
Custom House, Lobby, view east 27 of 28 



Rodney Square Historic District - New Castle, DE 
United States Post Office, Court House and 
Custom House, Lobby mural, view east 28 of 28 
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State of Delaware
Historical and Cultural Affai

21 The Green 
Dover, DE 19901-361 1

JUN 2 7 2011

Phone: (302) 736.7400
NAl. register Cr HlSTOraiCES

Fax: (302) -taa WBOtlAf.PARKSFRl/irp

June 23, 2011

Carol Shull, Interim Keeper 
National Park Service 2280 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 “I” (Eye) Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed please find the following nomination for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places:

Rodney Square Historic District Wilmington, Delaware New Castle County

If there are any questions regarding these documents, please contact Madeline Duim, Curator of 
Education-Historian for the Delaware State Historic Preservation Office at (302) 736-7417.

Sincerely,

Timothy A. Slavin, Director
Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs
and State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosures
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State of Delaware 
RECEIVED 2280 

Historical and Cultural Affai sr-------. 

21 The Green 
Dover, DE 19901-3611 

Phone: ( 302 ) 736.7400 Fax: (302) 

June 23, 2011 

Carol Shull, Interim Keeper 
National Park Service 2280 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 "I" (Eye) Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

T 

JUN 2 7 2011 

Enclosed please find the following nomination for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places: 

Rodney Square Historic District Wilmington, Delaware New Castle County 

If there are any questions regarding these documents, please contact Madeline Dunn, Curator of 
Education-Historian for the Delaware State Historic Preservation Office at (302) 736-7417. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy A. Slavin, Director 
Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
and State Historic Preservation Officer 

Enclosures 
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