



















































































CAZSAR RODNIY, 1728-1784

iotes based mainly on Willlam F. Frank's Caesar Fodney, patriot, c:

Freface;

C.R., named "De's hero for all times and all seasaons"”
"De's patrlot first, last, and for all time to
Had De had a poet of the stature of Henry Wadsworth Longf:

Rodney's ride might nave been eulogized as was Faul Revere's ri«
Mass,, April, 1775.

Movie and the play, "1776", made C.R. known to the nation
Squestrlan statue in Redney Square, Wllmington, gilves horu
C.B. was not a scholar and was handlcapped by a facial c¢

and severe asthma, Hls 1ife of only 55 years ended scon aftsaa
War for Independence was won,

A -« Ancestors and Zarly Life

1 n

- =

&

William Rodney m, Alice Caesar, daughter of Silr Thomas ant
Susanne Caesar, who can be traced to an Itallan Doctor, wi
moved to England in 1550 from Treviso, Italy., Engllsh spe:
would have bheen"Hodeney."

Wm, migrated to Amerlca 1681 or 1A82 to eastern shore, Md
Moved to Phila, and then to Suss... Co.,, then tc 8t, Jones
East Dover Co, in Kent Co, He marriled twice, had 9 childr:
Was active in the government of all 3 Be counties,

Caesar, youngest son, b,1707 - m, Elizabeth Crawford, daw
of Christ Church clergyman, 8 chlldren, Eldest was C.H, b
7, 1728 on his father's farm at St, Jones Neck

C.R. was sent to lLatin School,in Phlla, when a teenager o
C., R.*s father died when C, R, was 17 yrs. Nicholas R*dge:
named as his guardlan,

B - Political Life

1-

2
3
i
3
5
7
g.

C. R. at age 27 became high sheriff of Kent Co, and for ti
following 29 years served honorably in public office
At age 28 - Reglster of wllls
1746=17756 = Deputy recorder of deeds, then Recorder of de
Clerk of Orphans Court in Kent
" * the Peace
Justice of peace
1765 - Zlected to the Stamp Congress

1769 - as Speaker of the House he tried to get passed a lai
prohiviting importation of slaves into De

1776 - Named to De Supreme Court while a member of Genera
June, 177% - Was Speaker of De Assembly when it declared
pendence of 3 countles from 3ritlsh Crown

Served as Brigadier General and later Major General in De
militia'during the Reve ~3lon

Served as Judge of De's admiralty Court

With Thomas MeXean C, 3, was commissionsd 5o codlfy Ze's
« the filrst such ceode,

Served as delegate to lst and 2d Continentlal Congress wh
continuing as speaker of De 's Amsembly

Was President of De, 1776-1778

iote - C. R. held more public offices than any other Delawar

wefore or since nls tilnme,
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- Caesar Rodney

C - Appearance and Personality

1 .

2-

D - Per
1.

2,

3.

Z -~ The
1 .
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We have no authentic portralt of this energetic, but odd-
apeearing man. Ze wWore a green scarf in public to hide facial
cancer.,
His statues portray him as tall, well-=bullt with a very sguare-
shaped face. The Rodney Square equestrlan flgure - dedicated
July &, 1923, was sculpted by James E, Kelly. Shows C. R. ridin
to Phila, and arriving July 4. It 1s believed he arrived July 2.
In Rotunda of Capitel in Wash, D, C, the marble statue Ty
Bryant Baker - June 26, 1934 - C, R, stands proudly erect, hat
in one hand and the Declaration of Independence 1n other hand,
with hls sword reclining against hils cloak,
C. R, was a man of great patience and foebearance - not a flam=-
Ing militant, He respected conservative viewas and had tremendous
faith in the future of De and hls country. In face of many in-
dignities by hls foes, C., E. carried on his dutles for the best
interests of hls nation and state,
Severe health problems, expressed 1ln letter to his ovrother,
Thomas June 7, 1768, Thomas urged C, R, not to worry about med-
lcal expenses and to consider golng to England fer treatment,
Instead Dr, Theomas Bond of Phila, cperated,

sonal Life-

C. R, never marrled, Left few letters,

Tenderest letter to his Molly (Mary Vinang), elther May 27,1761
or 1764, He expressed disappolntment that Mary went to Pnils.
with the Cphew family, when she.had promised to go wilth him,

The Riggely famlly 1s presumed to have a letter written to Mary,
professing his love for her,

Letters also reveal hls great concern for hils plantation &n St,
Jones Neck and for personal business affalrs,

Ocecaslonal references to hls newphews,

C., R.'s Molly married the Rev, Charles Inglis, rector of Christ
Church in 1764 and died within a year, {(Inglls,-a Ioyalist, be-~
came the first Anglican Blshop of Nova Scotia,)

C. H. never forgot the Vinings and had a fatherly interest in
Hary Vining, the beautiful niece of his Molly, She became his
hostess in 1777 in Wllmington, where she enchanted French and
American offlicers, including General "iad Anthony" Wayne of Fa,

soldlier
At age 28 - Hember of De's militia, No record of involvement ir
battle during the French and Indian Wars,
Hevolutionary Var = Brigadler General and iajor General
a, Zandled problems of feeding and clothing militia - also
paying militia and the Continental troops from De
b, C. 2. led troops into strorgholds of Tory and Loyalist
dissenters,
¢, C, R. left the state Jan., 1777 to head De troops
ed at Trenton, ¥, J, under Ceo, Washinghton, Iic
functlion was to forward troops to Morristown, ¥, J. e
was never happy in this situatlon, A letter from CZeo,
Jashington, Feb. 18, 1777 eased nis feelings,
@, €, 3., later tecame Major Ceneral of Ze militia - lamed
by acting predident, Thomas iciean, Ze continued un®il
elacted President of De Cha%te in 17792,

a
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F - The Ride to Fnhila, -(C, R. left no written records,)

"Through agonizing summer neat, stormsg and rain, mud and rilckety
tridges the lone rider headed for Phila, July, 1776 to vote for a
document that well might put 2 noose around hils neck, Thus a soldler,
politiclan, chief executive and delegate to the Second Contlnental
Congress, captured the popular imagination of hlstory and virtually
canonized C. R. as the greatest Delawarean durlng the ERevolutiocnaly
Era"

1, June 7, 1776 - Rlchard Henry Lee of Va, "resolved that these
united colonles are, and of right ocught to be free and Ilnde-
pendent states," McKean and Rodney favored lmmediate Independ-
ence, Read opposed,

2, C, R, called a meeting of Pe Assembly in the old State House,

New Castle. June 15, 1776 the Assembly authorized 3 delegates
to vote as they pleased, declared the 3 counties toc be inde=-
pendent, a "birthdate® of freedom, A provlisional revolutlionary
government was set up with C, R. Chlef executive, All clalms of
John Penn were wlped out,

2, Also June 15, 1776 counter revolutlonary troubles developed 1n
Sussex Co, aroused by Torles and Loyallsts, C. R, returned
home from Phila, before June 30th,

July 1 - Lee's resolutlon hung in balance,

July 2 = A declslve vote was scheduled, McKean sent a messenger

to Dover, 80 miles away. Thomas Redney reported to C. R, that

2/3 of his light infantry soldlerf voted for independence, thus

influencing his brother to return to Fhila,

6, C. R, was 48 yrs, old and the ride strenuous, He called for
his cgrriage, but may have changed to horseback, Hls route =
St, Jenes Neck to Dover, along King's HWy to Duck Creek Cross-
roads to Cantwell's Bridge (Cdesgsa) to Black bird, St. Georges
and on to Red Lion, Tybout's Corner to New Castle, to Wilmington
and the ferry across the Chtistina River (now 3d St. Bridge),
over the Brandywine, Naamans' Marcus Hook, Upland to Gray's
Ferry and the post route to Independence Hall, There 1s no
record of stopplng to sleep, He must have changed hosses and
had some food znd dring,

7, C. R.'s vote for independence brought a unamimous vote by all
delegates, excepting N, Y, delegates who abstalned from veting

for 10 days.

L
5

4 - The Sarah Rowland Myth (Greatest damage to C. R, image)
1.,G0eo., Alfred Townsend and Katherine Pyle told story that C. R,
was with a Tory woman in Lewes when he should have teen in
Phila,.{Towsend's poem was orated in Georgetown, July 5, 1380,
Miss Pyle accepted it and wove the story into her child's hilst-
ory, Qrce uron 2 time in Delaware, putlished 1911.)
In Townsend'a poem 2 Mistress Rowland was depicted as a Sussex
Co. Delilah, feeding C, R, terrapin and wine, and not delivering
messagzes to him, Her mald upset the Rowland plot by throwing a
packet of MecKean letters into Rodrey's lap. C. R, was horrified
and shocked! He immediately rushed to Frila,
Many Suss:ex Countlans stlll believe thls story as true,
2. 1611 - Z2amuel Bancroft, Jr. checked authenticity of this tale,
(Ze had financed the publication of Townsend's poens, )
3, Townsend confessed, but claimed ne did have authority for
C. R, starting his ride from Lewes, T, 3,'S »rother, ThomASs
nowever wrote in hils diary that the "staft" was Ifrom C, =.'=
farm near Dover. .
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Hote = uyanly recommendsd for further study :

4, 1889 - At the monument unvelling at Christ Church Thomas F.

Bayard, 3Sr, U. S, Senator from De, U, S, Sec, of 3State and
Ambassador to Great Britaln didn't dignify the story and
nade no reference to 1t,

S, 1640's - Autcgraph collectors among Sam Bancroft's letters

feund Townsend's letter of confession,.

- Final Years of C. R.

1, By 1780's C. E. was weakening
2, 1783 - C, R, nevertheless was elected speaker of upper house

(Today, Lieutenant Governor)
3, 1784 - The State General Assembly met at C, R,'s home, This
was really a oourtesy call,

4, C,R,"s funeral June 28, 1784, Buried on hls home farm of

Poplar Grove, Grave was unmar¥Xed for over 100 years until
Chief Justice Comegys placed a small slab by grave,

. 1887 - Rodney club organized to move remains to Christ Church,
6, 1889 - Monument placed in Christ Church graveyard,

= C. R, Memorial at Christ Church

1, Concern whether or not C, R,'s bones rest there, because of
detericration at famlly plot,

2, YMarch, 1978 = James B, Jackson of Dover {the Rodney collateral

descendent )discovered the forgotten cemetery on the old Byfield
tract (Hlstorlan Harcld Hancock feels strongly that Byfield and
Poplar Grove were the same) Ee concluded that 1t must be the
famlly burial ground which 18 known to have been 1In use as early
as 1708, when the emligrant Willlam Rodney was burled there,
The site from which ¢, R,'s remains were sald to have been moved
for transfer to Dover was on the "Burton's Dellght" addltion
whilch Hodney himself had bougnt 1in 1763

3. Other evldence to support Jackson's dilscovery-

a, Of 14 graves at the site, only one 1ls a -brick vault, It
contains the skeletal remalns of a middle-aged man, C, R,'s
estate record notes a small expenditure to purchase "bricks"
for C, Rodney's g®mave, No other brlck vaults have teen found,

b,C,RB,"s wlll dlrects hls brother Thomas to erect a brick
wall around the famlly burlal ground and evldently a foundatlon
trencn for such a wall was buillt, However, C.3,'s estate was
so depleted there was not enough money to tulld a wall, Hls
lands were finally secld at a sheriff's sale, on the 4th of July

¢, The De Divlislon of Historlcal and Cultural Affalrs con-
ducted an examlnatlon of the area, There could be a posslibility
that C, R,"'s remalins te moved to Christ Church,
4%, For time belng we should refer to the Carlst Church zgrave
slte as a "Memorlal" to C. 3,

nyden, George & editor, Letitars to znd from Taesers
Publisked by Zlsterical 3oclety, 1533






James B. Jackson, Rodney Square July 1, 1992
7/1/92

THANKS DICK. °‘MAYOR FRAWLEY, GOVERNOR CASTLE, GOVERNOR TRIBBITT,
GUESTS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.

103 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK THE HON. THOMAS F. BAYARD CAME TO
DOVER AND GAVE THE MOST MEMORABLE SPEECH EVER MADE ABOUT CAESAR
RODNEY.

WHEN I WAS ASKED TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROGRAM I THOUGHT“
THAT PERHAPS THE TIME HAD COME TO RECREATE THAT SPEECH FOR THE
GOOD PEOPLE OF WILMINGTON, BUT AFTER READING IT AGAIN I REALIZED
THAT THAT WASN’T SUCH 3 GREAT IDEA,

FIRST, I DIDN’T HAVE THE REQUIRED ORATORICAL TALENT OR THE
VOCAL ENDURANCE TO DO IT JUSTICE. SECOND, IT DIDN’T QUITE FIT
THE TIME FRAME OF THIS PROGRAM ---- IT LASTED FOR ALMOST THREE
HOURS, AND THIRD, I DIDN’T WANT TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR CAESAR
DROPPING OFF TO SLEEP, FALLING OFF HIS HORSE, AND HAVING TO BE
RETURNED TO THE FOUNDRY FOR SURGERY AFTER JUST GETTING BACK HOME
IN SUCH BEAUTIFUL SHAPE,.

INSTEAD, I'D LIKE TO TAKE JUST A FEW MINUTES TO TALK ABOUT HOW HE
GOT TO PHILADELPHIA, NOT PHYSICALLY, BUT PHILOSOPHICALLY AND
POLITICALLY. THAT’S AN ASPECT OF HIS CAREER THAT HASN’T GOTTEN
MUCH SERIOUS ATTENTION BY HIS BIOGRAPHERS ... MAINLY BECAUSE,
UNLIKE MANY OF HIS CON''EMPORARIES, INCLUDING HIS BROTHER THOMAS,
HE DID NOT HAVE A LARGi. EGO THAT IMPELLED HIM TO ENLARGE UPON HIS
OWN MOTIVATIONS AND AC.IONS ... AS WITNESS HIS VERY LOW KEY
LETTER OF JULY 4, 1776.

IN SPITE OF HIS MODESTY THERE IS ONE VERY INTERESTING AND
INFORMATIVE LETTER WRITTEN JUST TWO YEARS BEFORE HE DIED THAT
STATES VERY CLEARLY TH" GENESIS AND EVOLUTION OF HIS THINKING AND
ACTIONS AS A PATRIOT L..ADER. IT WAS IN REPLY TO AN ACQUAINTANCE
WHO HAD WRITTEN TO COMMEND HIM FOR THIS LEADERSHIP AND TO INQUIRE
ABOUT HIS DECLINING HEALTH. IN IT HE STATES:

"I am much oblidged to you for your good opinion, and honestly confess that
few things afford me more real satisfaction than that my conduct especially in
"the public walks of life shculd meet the approbation of Good men - When the
contest between Great Britain and American first commenced, I stept forth
among others in order to owtain a redress of Greivances. This and no other

was my aim until absolutely refused. The Question then was Independence or



the Bayonet, I was at no loss in determining which to chuse. Independence
then necessarily 'become the American Cause, to this Cause I have Strictly
adhered, and hope it will ere long be established.”

THIS WAS NOT AN EASY CHOICE FOR RODNEY. HE WAS NOT A HOT-
HEADED ZEALOT WITH A PERSONAL AXE TO GRIND, AND HE HELD NO
PERSONAL ANTIPATHY TOWARD THE KING. HE WAS, INSTEAD, A COOL AND
REASONABLE MAN OF PROPERTY AND SUBSTANCE, WITH EVERYTHING TO LOSE
IF THE REBEL CAUSE FAILED --- AND HE TOOK HIS STAND WITHOUT
HESITATION WHEN HE WAS FACED WITH NO HONORABLE ALTERNATIVE.

THIS SAME LETTER ALSO REVEALS HIS PERSONAL COURAGE AND
STOICISM IN DEALING WITH THE ADVANCED STAGE OF THE FACIAL CANCER
THAT WAS TO SOON TO END HIS LIFE. HE STATES VERY CANDIDLY THAT:
"I am determined to persevere, it is a matter of the first consequence to me
in this world, no less than Life or Death. The issue is Joined and must now
be Tryed. The Doctor must conquer the Cancer, or the Cancer will conquer

"

me.

IN CLOSING I WOULD LIKE TO NOTE THAT WE CAN ALL BE VERY
THANKFUL THAT, WITH ALL THE THUNDER AND RAIN, BAD ROADS, AND
TREACHEROUS WATER CROSSINGS HE ENCOUNTERED ON HIS WAY TO
PHILADELPHIA, FORTUNATELY, HIS ROUTE WAS NOT OBSTRUCTED BY A LOW
OVERPASS. 1IF IT HAD BEEN, THE COURSE OF HISTORY JUST MIGHT HAVE
BEEN CHANGED.

Ot
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FIFE...RODNEY...COOCH

A FEW MINUTES BEFORE NOON SOME OF YOU FOLLOWED THE NEWARK

FIFE AND DRUM CORPS TINTO THE SQUARE. THE CORPS WILL NOW

ENTERTAIN US AND SIGNAL IN ANOTHER GUEST.

/Z/———"’-\/

® TODAY SGT. MICHAEL DIELEUTERIO ( DE LEW TEREO ) OF THE WILMINGTON

POLICE DEPARTMENT, THINKS THAT HE IS CAESAR RODNEY. WELCOME

TO OUR PLATFORM CAESAR.

® THERE ARE A NUMBER OF DELAWARE FAMILIES THAT TRACE ANCESTRY
TO THE RODNEYS OF THE COLONIAL PERIOD. ONE OF THOSE IS THE
COOCH FAMILY. THEIR LINE EXTENDS TO THE GRANDFATHER OF CAESAR
RODNEY THE SIGNER. RICHARD COOCH IS A MEMBER OF THE DELAWARE
HERITAGE COMMISSION. HE WILL INTRODUCE MR. JACKSON AND MISS
WOLCOTT.

‘(BETIONAL. LATE YESTERDAY,DURING THE CLOSING HOURS OF THE ._-.7

| GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF DELAWARE,THE SENATE CCNFIRMED TWO DELAWARE

ATTORNEYS AS JUDGES 1IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE. ONE

OF THOSE CONFIRMED WAS RICHARD COOCH, RICHARD COOCH.

\‘\ ”
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COMMEMTARY /HOWARD E.ROW

THANK YOU MISS WALCOTT. THANK YOU MR. JACKSON. THIS HAS BEEN

A MEMORABLE DAY. YOU HAVE BEEN AWARE OF THE CAMERAS WATCHING
THIS PROGRAM TODAY. ONE OF THOSE CAMERAS IS FROM STORER CABLE
COMMUNICATIONS IN DOVER. THE TAPE OF THE PROGRAM WILL BE BROADCAST
NEXT TUESDAY EVENING OVER CHANNEL 4 DOVER, BY THAT MEANS THE
PEOPLE OF CAESAR RODNEYS HOME COUNTY WILL BE ABLE TO ENJOY THIS
EVENT., THE TAPE WILL EVENTUALLY BE PLACED IN THE ARCHIVES OF

THE STATE OF DELAWARE. ELIZA,YOU HAVE PHOTOGRAPHS OF YOUR
GRANDMOTHERS PARTICIPATION IN THE DEDICATION OF THIS STATUE IN
1923, SIXTY NINE YEARS FROM NOW PERHAPS YOUR GRAND CHILDREN

HIRTY MINUTE VIDEO OF YOUR PARTICIPATION

IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT HISTORY DOESN'T CHANGE. TRUE,THE FACTS OF
EVENTS DO NOT CHANGE BUT OUR UNDERSTANDING MAY NOT ALWAYS BE
ABSOLUTELY CORRECT. IN 1923 A COMMITTEE OF DISTINGUISHED DELAWAREANS
PLANNED WOR AND SAW TO THE PRODUCTION OF THIS STATUE. THE
INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THEM PLACED THE TIME OF THE FAMOUS

RIDE ON JULY 3 RD and 4 TH. THOSE DATES ARE CAST IN THE BRONZE
AND CARVED IN THE STONE HERE. WE NOW KNOW THAT THE DATES OF THE
RIDE WERE JULY 1AND2,1776, AND THAT THE IMPORTANT VOTE WAS ON
THE RESOLUTION THAT DECLARED INDEPENDENCE AND THUS SET THE STAGE
FOR THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE., THE DELAWARE HERITAGE
COMMISSION HAS ADDED A NEW PLAGUE ON THE TENTH STREET FACE OF

THE PEDIMENT UPON WHICH THE STATUE STANDS. THAT PLAQUE SHOWS

OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE TIME WHEN THE RIDE OCCURED,

THE FIFE AND DRUM CORPS WILL PLAY US OFF.  GOOD. AFTERNOON



CAESAR RODNEY’S HOMECOMING

11:30 a.m. - Boy Scouts, Newark Fife & Drum Corps, & "Caesar"
Assemble at 4th & Market Street

11:50 A.M. - Boy Scouts, Newark Fife & Drum Corps, & "Caesar"
Begin procession up Market Street to Rodney Square

11:59 a.m. - Boy Scouts lead Newark Fife & Drum Corps into Square
"Caesar" waits just outside the Square

NOON - Welcome - HnwarAd Rnw Delaware Heritage Commission

12:02 p.m. - Mayc

12:05 p.m. - Recognitions of Platform Guests - Howard Row

12:08 p.m. - Fife & Drum Corps performs a tune, which signals

"Caesar’s" entry into Square
"Caesar" will remain at attention next to the Band

Wagon
12:10 p.m. - Introduction of Speaker - Richard Rodney Cooch
12:12 p.m. - James B. Jackson
12:20 p.m - Wreath Ceremony - El° - -
mentarv - Howard
12:22 p.m. --..Clusion - Fife & oo, .- ______.8
12:25 p.m. - Platform cleared

Public encouraged to see "Caesar" and his horse and
enjoy the Fife & Drums Corps, which will continue to
play until approximately 1 p.m. at the Square















NPS Fer 18-868 ORMENY (% RAEE {Expires 8/31/2612)

United States Department of the Intetior REGIEN1H 2280

National Park Service ' _ ,; ZL
National Register of Historic Places e
Registration Form e i ORC LACES

This fefm is fer use in ReMmiAating eF requesting determinations for individual properties and distriets: See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How
te Complete the Natienal Register of Hisferie Places Registratien Form. |f any ftem dees net apply ie the preperty being deeumented, enter "N/A" for
“not applicable.” Fer funetions, arehitectural classifieafion, materials, and areas ef significance, enter only eategeries and subeategeries frem the
instructions: Place additional eertification esmments; antries; and Rarrative itemse oA eontinuation sheets (f needed (NPS Ferm 16-866a).

1, Name of Property
historie name Rodney Square Historic District

other names/site number

2. Loeation

strest & number Buildings frenting Redney Square at 10%, 11", Market and King Streets. not for publication
city ortown _Wilmington vicinity

state _Delaware geede __10  county _New Castle code _ 003 zip code _ 18801

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this ~ nomimatiom___reepusstiaraiaterminatisnatiatigitiitymsstsitediommantalimnsstantiacss
for reglistering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. _ _ o _

(R My SRiniaN: 1he BroREMy X/ nieats — ARsss Il Tt e NI ARSI IR e e R R sy

be considered significant at the following I/gvel(gi of significance:;
_ haligral  —lslalswids wsa

=/ | LAy
Signature of cértifying official/Title Daté

State of Federal ageney/Bureau oF Tribal Geverment
A Fy epinien, the prensshty__rmeets __diees natmaatihe Niatinnal Regisisr sriana-

Signature of eammenting official Date

Titie / State of Federal agency/buread of Tribal Gevermment

entered in the Natienal Register — determined eligible for the Natisnal Register
—diatarmined Rataliginle dordhe hiational Registar — remeved from the Natienal Register

Bale of Action




United 8iates Bepariment 8f the interier

National Bark Serviee / Nalignal Register of Historie Places Rsfgiﬁraﬁen Farm ,

NPBS Form 16-868 6MB Ne: 1824-6618 {Expires §/31/2813)
Rodney Square Historie District New Castle County, DE
Name st Bropery €eunty and State
5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resourees within Property
{eheek as many bexes as apply) {eheck snly sne Bea&? {Be net include previsusly listed respurees iR the esuAt,)

Contributing  Noneontributing

X | private building(s) § 0 buildings
public - Local X | distriet 1 0 sites
X_| publie - State site 0 0 struetures
publie - Federal strueture 1 0 ahjeets
ebjest 7 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" it property is net part ef a multiple preperty listing) listed in the National Register
N/A 1 (U.S. Post Office, Custom House and Court House)
6. Funetion or Use
Historie Funetions €urrent Funetions
(Enter categeries frem instruetisns.) (Enter categeries frem instruetions.)
DOMESTIC: Hotel DOMESTIE: Hetel
COMMERCE/TRADE: Professional COMMERCETTRADE: Professional
GOVERNMENT: Post Office EDUCATION: Library
GOVERNMENT: Government Office LANDSCAPE: Park

GOVERNMENT: Courthouse

EDUCATION: Library
LANDSCAPE: Park

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter eategerieg frem ingtructisns.) (Enter categeries frem instruetions.)

LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS:

Beaux Arts foundation: STONE: Granite, CONCRETIE
LATE 19 AND 20" CENTURY REVIVALS:

Classical Revival walls: STONE: Limesiane, BRICK

LATE 19" AND 20" CENTURY REVIVALS:
italian Renaissance

MODERN MOVEMENT: Mederne roof: ASPHALT
other: Cast stone




NPS Ferm 10-866-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB Ne. 1024-6018

United States Department of the Interior
Natienal Park Service

National Register of Historiec Places
Continuation Sheet

Section numibrir_3 Page J1

{Expires 8-31-2612)

Rodney Square

Name ef Preperty
New Castle Eeunty, Delaware

Ceunty and State

Name of multiple listing (if applieable)

In my opinion, the property )// mestts cvass et mesitttee Natiiorel | Registter alesida.

/z/-—-—- s (iALA Mﬂ"'\cp—

/12 /R =48

Si W of Commenting Official/Title

Cety of wt/ﬂun‘[ﬁ"'\

Date

Certified Local Government d

Comments (optional):

-3, a, 3

"m1\3



NPBS Ferm 16-986-a (Rev. 8/2683) BME Ne: 18248018 (Expires 8-31-2813)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

. . . Rednrey Sguare Histerie Distriet
National Register of Historie Places Narfe of Preperty
Continuation Sheet New Gastle Gaunty, BE
Ceunty and State

Rodney Square Historic District Nare of multiple isting (f applicabie)

Section humber _7 Page J

The Rodney Square Historic District (CRS number N-5263) is loeated on the north side of downtown
Wiimington, approximately halfway between Interstate 95 and the Brandywine Creek. Within the
proposed boundaries of the district are Rodney Square itself, the four buildings fronting the square -
DuPont Building, Wilmington Institute Eree Library, Wilmington Public Building and the United States
Post Office, Court House and Custom House - as well as the Nemours Building, which is located to the
west of and connected to the DuPont Building. The north, south and east and west boundaries
correspond directly to the perimeter elevations of the aforementioned buildings. The site decreases in
grade to the east and consists of fifteen-foot wide concrete sidewalks, street trees and scattered street
lamps. The street surfaces are paved with asphalit.

The proposed district is located near the McVey Building at 800 N. Market Street (NR 1885), the Aldine
Theater at 806-810 N. Market Street (NR 1986), the Erank Dure Building at 811 N. Market Street (NR
1985), the Masonic Hall and Grand Theater at 818 N. Market Street (NR 1972), the Wilmington Savings
Fund Society at 838 N. Market Street (NR 1986), the E.W. Woolworth and Company Building at 839 N.
Market Street (NR 1987), the Delaware Trust Building at 900-612 N. Market Street (NR 2003), the
Wilmington Club at 1103 N. Market Street (NR 2006) and the Lower Market Street Historic District (NR
1980). The United States Post Office, Custom House and Court House, included in the proposed
district, was also listed individually on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979.

Of the five buildings, the square itself and the Caesar Rodney Statue, all date to the early 20" century
and four of the flve buildings, as well as the square, are designed in revivalist architectural styles —
ltalian Renaissance style, Classical Revival style, Beaux Aris style =, which are characteristic of the
district's period of development and prosperity in the early 20" century. Although the Nemours Building
is designed in the Moderne style and therefore has a more streamlined aesthetic, both the masonry
construction and the high-rise design are compatible with the remainder of the district.

Although a different architectural firm conceived of each eomponent, stylistic unity is found both in the
general and specific design elements. All of the buildings and the square have symmetrical elevations,
formal access points, flat rooflines and masonry cladding. Many of the details are similarly consistent
including rusticated bases, engaged columns, ornamented cornices and Classical moldings.
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DuPont Building, 1806-1807, 1910-1911.,1911-1613, 1815-1616, 1917-1919,1930-1631, 1837

1007 N. Market Street
Contributing
Photographs 7, 8, 13, 18, 20, 24

The DuPont Building is a 14-story structure designed in the Italian Renaissance style and
constructed in seven phases. The building has a rusticated Indiana limestone base that is
punctuated by double-height arched windows. Eloors 3 through 14 are clad in alternating
smooth and clad buff brick with window bays that are at regularly set intervals and are
articulated with limestone detailing. There is a decorative limestone stringcourse between 11"
and 12" floors and a simple stringcourse between floors 12 and 13, in place of a bracketed
copper cornice that was removed in 1949, Because of the phased nature of the construction,
the building has a large interior courtyard. The most ernate interior portions of the building are
the theater, designed by Charles A. Rich, and the hotel, which was “said to have cost more, per
room, than any other in the world.”! Designed by Frederick Godley, J. Andre Fouithoux, Joel
Barber, and Raymond M. Hood, the hotel featured Italian marble, Caen stone, mosaics,
terrazzo, and oak paneling. The most notable rooms include the Ballroom Suite, designed by
Hood, the du Barry Room, the Gold Ballroom, which was designed to evoke the 18" century in
France and had twenty-nine foot ceilings, the Green Room, the Georgian Room and the
Brandywine Room. The interior features of the building are largely intact.

Nemours Building, 1935-1837, 1939-1941, 1899-2601

1007 Orange Street
Contributing
Photographs 14-17

The Nemours Building is a 14-story building designed by FErederick A. Godley and Huber
Sheldon Stees. The Moderne style building has an irregularly shaped footprint and is
constructed of reinforced concrete with brick and limestone facing. The building also features
setbacks to conform to city zening regulations and an interior eourtyard. In 1998, the building
was renovated and much of the original interior fabric was removed. it was originally connected
to the DuPont Building by an underground tunnel and an upper level bridge. The tunnel is no

! Williams Barksdale Maynard, Buildings of Delaware (Charlottesville, VA; University of Virginia Press, 2008):
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longer operable and the bridge has been removed.

Rodney Square, 1817-1921

Bordered by Market, King, 10™ and 11*" Streets

Contributing ‘

Photographs 3, 7, 8,10, 11,21
Rodney Square is a sunken green space that is accessed by steps on the north, west and south
elevations and by gates on the east elevations. Surrounding the grass is a paved walkway
edged by landscaped borders, and cast stone walls and balustrades. This material was
presumably chosen over granite because of the lesser cost and chips of Carborundum were
even added to the stone to replicate the more expensive look. European Lindens were planted
around the perimeter of the square in 1921 but were replaced in the 1950s, because they failed
te grew quiekly, as eriginally advertised.® Flanking the steps on the west elevation are stone
drinking fountains, which double as a memorial to William Poole (1853-1818), former head of
the Wilmington Fountain Society. The fountains sit on a curved base in front of a balustraded,
stone wall. An engraving on the fountains reads, “This fountain is a gift of the Wilmington
Fountain Society to the City of Wilmington, 1920.”

Rodney Square Equestrian Statue of Caesar Rodney, 1915-1926
Market Street between 10* and 1¥" Streets
Contributing

Photograph 7
Designed by James E. Kelley, the 141" high, 7,600 pound, bronze statue of Caesar Rodney sits

on a litholite base in the center of the western border of Rodney Square. On either side of the
base are bronze panels depicting Thomas McKean greeting Rodney on his arrival in
Philadelphia and Rodney casting the deciding vote for independence. The panels were added
to the base in 19252

2 Ellen H. Grosman, “This Is Wilmington.” The Sunday Moming Star, 15 August 1948, 4.
# Marjorie McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square.” Delaware History 21 (Spring-Summer 1985): 157-

158.
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United States Post Offiee, Ceurt House, Custem Heuse, 1833-1938, 1982-1983

1100 N. Market Street

Contributing

Photegraphs 1,2, 19, 28
The United States Post Office, Court House, Custem Heuse is 3-stories in height and clad in
Wmestone and fusticated granite. The Beau Aris style building has engaged loenic columns,
symmetrieal fagades and a limestone eerniee ernamented with dentils and acanthus leaves. In
1982, a 14-story addition was eonstrueted to the nerth of the eriginal building. On the interior of
the building, the most netable elements are three murals funded by the Works Progress
Administration. Chemistry and Industry and Chemistry and Agriculture were painted by Herman
H. Zimmerman and are located on either side of the lobby. Landing of the Swedes was painted
by Albert Pels and is located in the primary eouriroom.

Wilmington Imstitute Free Library, 1921-1923, 1969-1971

10 E. 10" Street

Contributing

Photographs 9,12, 23
The Wilmington Institute Free Library is similar to the United States Post Office, Court House,
Custom House with 3-stories, limestone cladding, engaged lonic columns, symmetrical facades
and a limestone cornice ornamented with dentils and acanthus leaves. The Beaux Arts style
building is unique in that it has a polychrome terra cotta frieze, sculpted limestone owls on the
24 fioor window sills and categories of learning, including philosophy, medicine and agriculture,
inscribed in the spandrels between the 2™ and 3™ floors. The interior of the building is even
more exceptional with a large, centered double-height, skylit atrium and historicized plaster
friezes. In the 1969, the interior was dramatically altered, including the insertion of a level
between the 18 and 2™ floors, the lowering of ceilings and the dismantling and partial

reinstallation of the frieze.
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ARCHITEETURE
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X
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and distinguishable entity whese eempenents laek
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Criteria Congiderations
(M ™" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution er used for religieus
PUFPOSES:

removed from its original location.

5
@

a birthplace oF grave.

© ©

a eemetery.

m

a reconstructed building, object, or strueture.

F acommemorative property.

G liess than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years,

Period of Significance (justification)
See aftached.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
NVA

COMMUNITY BLANNING AND BEVELOPMENT

Period of Significanse
1905-1841

Signifieant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Cemplete enly if Eriterien B is marked absve.)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Zantzinger, Borie and Medary
James E. Kelly

Associated Federal Architects
Tilton and Githens

Frederick A. Godley

Palmer, Hornbostel and Jones
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph
See attached.

Narrative Deseription
See attached.
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Wilmington Public Building, 1914-1916, 1960, 1980

1000 N. King Street

Contributing

Photographs 4-6, 22
The Wilmington Public Building was constructed in 1914 and has a U-shaped floor plan with two
perpendicular additions on the east elevation, which date to 1980. The 3-, 4-, 5- and 6-story,
Classical Revival style building is primarily clad in a combination of rusticated granite and
granite block. The colonnaded primary, west elevation is flanked by pedimented entrance
pavilions with Roman windows and the remainder of the elevations largely consist of regularly
spaced rectangular windows. In both 1960 and 1980, the building underwent extensive interior
renovations resulting in the retention of very little historic fabric. Fortunately the prominent
marble stairways, the entry vestibules at the north and south ends of the west elevation and the
octagonal, triple-height vestibules to the east of the entry vestibules all remain intact.

Integrity

The Rodney Square Historic District possesses integrity. It retains its original location and continues to
operate both as a civic, institutional and business center and as a local gathering place. Additionally, all
buildings, as well as the square, have a similar use to that for which they were designed and the overall
defining forms and architectural characteristics, as well as the mix of land uses, remain intact. Although
many of the interiors have been altered to varying degrees, there are minimal changes to the exteriors,
and none that directly abut Rodney Square. Moreover, all additions since 1979 were subject to the
Section 106 Review process and therefore were reviewed by the Delaware State Historic Preservation
Office. Of the five buildings, one site and one object, none were constructed outside of the period of
significance and none are considered to be non-contributing. The quality, placement and condition of
the construction materials and workmanship in the district are good and firmly define the district as an
architecturally and programmatically cohesive city core.



NPS Ferm 10-900-a (Rev: 8/2002) OME Ne: 1024-0018 ‘ (Explres §-31-2012)

United States Department of the Interior Rodney Square Historic District
National Park Service Nare of Property
National Register of Historic Places New Castle County, BE

County and State

Continuation Sheet

Name ef multiple listing (if applicable)

Rodney Square Historic District

Section number _8 Page J

The Rodney Square Historic District is the civic and commercial core of downtown Wilmington,
DE and contains a collection of historically, functionally and aesthetically cohesive elements.
The district, which contains five buildings, one site and one object, merits listing on the National
Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for Community Planning and Development as a
unigue example of a collective public and private development venture that evolved out of the
City Beautiful movement and under the guidance of the DuPont Company. It is also significant
under Criterion € for Architecture as an important and unified collection of revivalist style
architecture designed for primarily public use. Both the buildings and the square are essentially
intact with no alterations that significantly compromise their integrity. The period of significance
begins in 1906, with the purchase of the land for the oldest contributing building, and ends in
1941, with the final phase of original construction of the Nemours Building.

Brief History of the Development of Downtown Wiimington

Since the early 19" century, the city of Wilmington has been an industrial and shipping hub,
providing materials including, gunpowder, iron ships, carriages and railroad cars. By the mid-
19" century, the city itself was more firmly established, with a central grid, tree-lined residential
streets, a horse car line and a comprehensive park system. Throughout the 19" century, the ¢ity
center was located on Market Street between Eront and Fifth Streets, as this neighborhood
contained the main hotel, the main bank and “the city's major transportation and communication
links.” With the relocation of the DuPont Company to Market Street between 10" and 11"
Streets and the extension of the city’s two main transportation lines to 10" and Market Streets,
Rodney Square became the new city center. As its creators had hoped, Rodney Square
became the “symbolic centerpiece of the city” and was the site of political rallies, concerts,
Vietnam War protests, dances, and Christmas displays.? It was said that, “in Rodney Square,
you eventually see everyone you know if you stay long enough” and that “for the generations
between 1900 and 1940, Rodney Square was where the action was.™

! Marjorle McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square.” Delaware History 21 (Spring-Summer

986): 139.
} Mar)jorie MeNinch, “Rodney Square.” (Draft. Wilmington Department of City Planning files): 9.
2 Josephine Eccel, “City Sights: A History of Rodney Square.” Wilmington (Januaty, 2010): 18; MeNineh,

138.
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The Commercial, Civic and institutional Development of Rodney Square

The area encompassing the proposed Rodney Square Historic District has been the civic and
commercial center of Wilmington, DE since 1878, when a new county courthouse was
constructed that was bordered by Market Street, King Street and 0" and 11" Strestts’ The
Richardsonian Romanesque style courthouse, located on the site of an old reservoir, was
designed by prominent Philadelphia architect Theophilus P. Chandler (1845-1928) and
completed in 1881. Subsequent to the completion of the courthouse, the surrounding land had
developed and contained a mixture of civic, commercial, and residential structures.

In 1902, the Du Pont Company relocated its headquarters to Market Street between 10" and
11" Streets, to the northwest of the courthouse, in order to consolidate and increase its office
spaze® The site was not only chosen because of its central business location and prominent
street frontage but also because it was owned by the Manufactures Contracting Company, of
which Pierre S. DuPont was vice president, and his brother, Irenee, was secretary-treasurer. As
the dominant company in a company town, the presence of the DuPont Company firmly
established the proposed Rodney Square Historic District as the center of civic and commercial
life in downtown Wilmiingond®

Construction began on the DuPont Building in March 1906 and the building was to be 12-stories
in the Halian Renaissance style with offices for the Wilmington Trust Company on the 1% and 2"
floors, tenant office space on the 3™, 4" and 5™ floors and DuPont Company offices in the
remainder.? Wilmington’s tallest building accommodated 2,500 employees, 550 of which were

# McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 140. The draining of the reservoir, and the

gubsequent construction of the eourtheuse, eecurred when Wilmingten was named the new county seat.

company previously had space in fourteen buildings scattered around Wilmington. The
reorganization of the company was led by ecousing T. Coleman DuPent, Alfred |. DuPont and Piemre S,
DuPont. T. Colemnan DuPont was the grandsen on Alfred Vieter, the second president of the eompany,
and great grandson of Eleuthere Irenee, the foeunder of the company. The buildings previously oceupying
the site included the Harkness Building, ewned by the Mamia@tum Contracting Company, a Y:M.C.A.
and various businesses and residences. MeNinch, “Redney
% Carol Hoffecker, Comporate Capital: Wilmington in the ummm Centiry (Philadelphia; Temple

n‘we@itz Press, 1983): 40-41; MeNineh, “The Changi 42?3@@ of Redney Square,” 141.
cNinch, “The Changlng Face of Rodney Square,” 1
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directly employed by the DuPont Compamy® Although completed in 1907, the square footage of
the building was nearly deubled in 1910 te aceemmedate the expanding businesses. A third

addition to the building was eompleted in 1913, which primarily eontained the Hotel DuPont with
150 rooms and the Playhouse, with 1,256 seatts® Three more additions were completed in

1916, 1919 and 1931. In 1937, 2-stories were added above the 12" floor. The floor plate of the
building was eventually bordered by Market, Orange, 10" and 11" Streets and totaled nearly

662,000 square feet.

In 1915, the eeunty courtheuse on Market Street was scheduled for demelition and the
proposed urban design of Rodney Square was first given serious consideration*® As the site
was adjacent to the primary elevation of arguably the most important building in Wilmington, the
DuPont Company was naturally considerably invested in what was to be constructed. They felt
that the best use for the location = and for themselves = would be to transform the 1 ¥z acre site
and the surrounding area into the civic ecenter of Wilmington, eemplete with governmental,
ecemmercial and institutional buildings:

The man selected to execute this vision was John Jaceb Raskob (1878-1650), who had been
hired in 1901 by Pierre S. DuPont as his personal assistant* Not only did Raskob wish to
adhere to the aesthetic tenets of the City Beautiful mevement, he also desired to create a *more
impressive Wilmingten [in keeping with] part of a mueh larger natienal effert aimed at improving
urban life.”*

& McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 144.
# McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 145.The hotel opened on Pierre S. DuPont's

irthday.
P Theay Delaware General Assembly formally voted on demolition of the courthouse in 1917. MeNineh,

JRedney Sguare,” 11. ,
" Raskob later became vice-president of finance for both the DuPont Company and General Motors, as
well as ehairman of the Demecratie National Committee and builder of the Empire State Building in New

York City:
’ Hoffe%’ker. 41,
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Raskob initiated a juried competition for the design of the block bordered by 10", 11, Market

and KKing Streets, which was held in 1916 and 1817. The cempetition was primarily funded by
Irenee DuPont, under the guidance of the Park Cemmission, and chaired by Warren P. Laird
(1861-1948), the first dean of the School of Fine Arts at the University of Pennsyliranie® Laird,
who acted “as a consultant in all phases of [Rodney Square's] development®, was joined by a
committee consisting of prominent architects and landscape architects, including William A.
Kendall, Charles A. Platt, and John Russell Pope.** All three men had distinguished themselves
as experts in Classical Revival styles and leaders of the City Beautiful movement in the early
20* century.

Five plans were submitted to the committee by Donn Barber, Boring and Tilton, and Carrere and
Hastings, all of New York, Waddy B. Wood of Washington, D.C. and Zantzinger, Borie and
Medary of Philadelphia. The design and programmatic objectives for the competition were as
follows:
Center Square... is in effect the civic center of Wilmington because [it is]
bordered by its most important buildings. Thus, while constituting one of the
city’s breathing spaces, it must also serve as a convenient thoroughfare
between the buildings that face it and form a forefront or setting for these
buildings which, by its treatment, shall as nearly as possible unify them into a
single seheme of eivie adernment.'?

In this way, the square was not only the literal center of the City, but the metaphorical one as
well.

3 “wamen Powers Laird, 1861-1948."  Philadelphia  Architects and Buidiings.
hitttp:/#www. philadelphiabuildings.ora/pab/app/ar_display.cfm/21437. Accessed on September 9, 2010.
irenee DuiPont was the brother of Pierre and head of the Park Commission.

'Y McNinch, *“The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 146.

'S McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 154.
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Only the design by Zantzinger, Borie and Medary (1810-1928) had the *requisite simplicity and
dignity,” according to the jury’® On July 1 1919, demolition began on the old courthouse and,
shortly thereafter, eonstruetion eemmenced on the eayase-d. i the spring of 1823, beth the
square and the library to the south were complete and “Roedney Square had taken on a definite
shape and has established its role as the civic center of Wilmington.”'#

One of the earliest definite components in the design of the Square was the presence of a
sculpture of Caesar Rodney on a horse by James E. Kelly. Rodney (1728-1783) was one of the
signers of the Declaration of Independence and the statue commemorates his ride from Dover
to Philadelphia for that event. The design and designer for the statue were selected by the
Caesar Rodney Equestrian Statue Association, which was a parallel committee to the Park
Commission, and to which irenee DuPont belonged. Begun in late 1915 and completed in 1925,
the statue is cast in bronze with a litholite base.'? At the time of its design, it was “considered by
many sculptors to be one of the mest beautiful equestrian statues in the world.”® The other
sculptural component of the square are drinking fountains that flank the steps on the west
elevation and serve as a memorial to William Poole (1853-1918) a descendant of an Early
Wilmingten Quaker family and fermer head of the Wilmingten Fountain Seciety.*’ The Square
alse eontained twelve bronze lanterns with electric lights that were 4 14 feet in heiglhit/*

" Williams Barksdale Maynard, Buildings of Delaware (Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia Press,
2008): 104,

'" Prior to its demolition, the courthouse was used in a military capacity for World War I. Eccel, 18.

" MeNineh, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 156.

'° The image has since appeared on the Delaware state quarter in 1999.

% Ellen H. Crosman, “This Is Wilmington® Rodney Square.” The Sunday Moming Star (15 August 1948):
6.

2! Jeanette Eckman, Anthony Higgs, William H. Connor, eds. Delaware: A Guide to the First State.
Compiled and Wiritten by the Federal Writers' Project of the Works Progress Administration for the State
of Delaware (New York: The Viking Press, 1938). 284. .

7 ‘Redney Square To Be City's Brightest Spet." The Sunday Morning Star (28 August 1821): 7.
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The first eivie building constructed on the east side of the future Rodney Square was the
Wilmington Public Building, also known as the City-County Building.** Originally intended to be
an addition to the existing courthouse, Raskob and Pierre §. DuPont convinced residents and
city officials for a building jointly financed by the city and county to house both of their
government offices* The two uses, however, would be behind a single fagade and although
‘domes and towers were not desired... the commissioners had ‘no predilections as to
architectural style.””®® A competition was held, also chaired by Warren P. Laid, and juried by
architects Paul Cret, Wiliam M. Kendall, and H. Van Buren Magonigle.?® The New York firm of
Palmer, Hornbostel and Jones, in collaboration with Wikmington architect John Dockery
Thompson, Jr., were selected as the architects. The building was dedicated on May 27, 1916
and housed City Hall offices, county government offices, and city and county recomdis* The
only exterior indication of the dual use was the carving of “City Hall* over the southern entrance
and “Court House" over the northern entrance. The building received eastern additions in 1960,
which was 90% clad in stone from the original building, and in 1980/%

The next building to be completed was the Wilmington Institute Eree Library on the south side of
Rodney Squane’® In 1915, DuPont purchased the land for the library for $245,000 and
accompanying his check was a note stating, “the style of the building will conform to the
character of the new City-County Building and be an ornament to the City.”# This was the first
indication that the new civic center was not only to have a cohesive vision, but was also to
elevate the City of Wilmington through its conception. This idea extended to both the thematic,
in its overall scope, and to the minute, in its implementation of fifteen-foot deep sidewalks

* Priof to the eenstruetion of the building, the site house private Fesidences, the Hilles School for giris, a
Baptist Chureh and the Knights ef Celumbus. Eeeel, 18.
MeNineh, “The Changing Face of Redney Square,” 145.
% McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 146. Domes and towers were considered to be the
ost easily identifiable, and therefore least desirable, elements of the eutdated Victorian style.
,; Maynard, 106.
Eekman, 264.
fg “City/County Building (Wilmington Public Building)” (Histeric American Buildings Survey, 1980): 2.
The site was the former location of the graveyard of the Old First Presbyterian Church. The church
subsequently moved to the northwest comer of 118" and Market Streets. Eckman, 286.

* MeNineh, “The Changing Eace of Redney Square,” 150.
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around the square’s perimeter.?" It also wholly integrated DuPont into the eventual design and
construction of the building.**

DuPont, along with Laird and Frank Miles Day, ecomprised a building commitiee that reviewed
three sets of proposed designs by architects Edward Lippincott Tilton (1861-1933) and Alfred
Morton Githens (1876-1973). The DuPont Company was selected as the engimess®? At the
time Tilton was considered to be fthe foremost library architect in the country” and the pair had
worked on numerous fibraries for Andrew Camegi* The cornerstone for the 3-story building of
Indiana limestone was laid on March 4, 1922 and the building was gpened on May 5, 1923/
The building was designed in the Beaux Arts style to compliment the architecture of the
Wilmington Public Building. The design also repeated references to Greco-Roman architecture
— motifs from Pompelii, the frieze from the Parthenon at the Acropolis, the Library at Alexandiia,
the frieze from the Temple of Antoninus and Faustina in Rome - in keeping with the revivalist
tenets of the City Beautiful movement. It received the American Institute of Architects Exhibition
Medal for first place in the Public Building Group in 1925, largely for its implementation of
uninterrupted interior space. it could hold up to 400,000 volumes. In keeping with the
comprehensive design of the square, the Library’s entrance is directly opposite the entrance to
Rodney Squane®

By 1925, Rodney Square and the buildings to the west, south and east were entirely
transfermed, but the nerth side remained ineomprRi®™ Hewever, the hepe persisted that it
would house a “public building that would preserve ‘the dignity and beauty of the Public

3 > McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 149.
*2 McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 148
# The DuPont Company was selected because they had the lowest bid, achieved by replacing the south
wall, originally ed as limestone, with brick. ) )
= *amys New Dedicated Yesterday with Brief Ceremeny." The Sunday Mering Star (8 May
1923): 14,
% McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodn% Square," 155,
¥ “Open Bids Aug. 16 for Library at 10" and Market." The Sunday Merning Star {7 August 1621): 8.

3 McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square 159. The only building on the north side of the
square was the McComb-Winchester Mansion, “one of the last stately residences in [that] part of the city.”
Eccel, 19.
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Square.””® In 1932, the city received $1,600,000 from the federal emergency relief fund for a
new federal building. The new United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House
would not only provide the requisite office space but aiso hundreds of local jobs. Pierre S.
DuPont was still involved in the design and endorsed local architect Edward William Martin. By
early 1933, Martin (design), along with two other local firms, Brown and Whiteside
(specifications), and Robinson, Stanhope and Manning (working drawings), was selected and
the three firms formed Associated Federal Archiitsts2® Once again, the design for the building
“had to reflect architectural harmony” with the existing buildings surrounding the Square “with
particular attention... devoted to the design of the library, directly opposite....”® Construction
began in September 1935 and was completed in Eebruary 1937. At its dedication, one reporter
wrote, “Construction and occupancy of the new building rounds out the plans of many civic
minded Wilmingtonians in the layout of Rodney Square. It was long the hope of many that the
square would become the center of an imposing group of impertant public and private buildings.
Censtruetion of the post office building completes the four sides of the square.™"

The 3-story building was of limestone and rusticated granite with the post office located in the
basement and en the 18 floor. The 2® floor was occupied by the Federal court and the Bureau
of Internal Revenue, Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce and U.S. Customs Office
were on the 3™ floor. The interior of the building had terrazzo floors and marble wainscoting,
along with murals by Herman H. Zimmerman in the lobby and Albert Pels in the courtroom. In
1982, a large office tower addition was constructed to the north.

Beginning in 1935, the 14-story Nemours Building was constructed to the west of the DuPont
Building by Frederick A. Godley of New York and Hubert Sheidon Stees for the DuPont
Engineering Department. The Modeme style of the building matched that of the 1930 addition to
the DuPont Building and it was originally connected to it by an underground tunnel and an upper
level bridge. The reinforced concrete building was faced with brick and limestone, was used as

# MeNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 160.
# McNinch, “The Changing Face of Rodney Square,” 160; Maynard, 105.
“> MeNineh, “The Changing Face of Redney Square,” 161.
“" MeNinch, “The Ehanging Eace of Redney Square," 162.
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administrative space and was the largest office building ever to be air condifiioe:. A second
addition was completed in 1941,

This group of buildings, and the square itself, are the “architectural and historic hallmarks of
Wilmington during the first quarter of the century” and “one of the city's earliest attempts at the
planning of public space.”* To this day, they provide a clear boundary to the center of

Wilmington and continue to maintain its relevance as a city center.

Significance in Community Planning and Development, Criterion A

The proposed Rodney Square Historic District is significant under Criterion A, Community
Planning and Development, as a unique example of a collective public and private development
venture that evolved out of the City Beautiful movement. Initially established and anchored by
the DuPont Company, Rodney Square maintained its prominence and relevance as the
continual center of administrative, cultural and business life in Wilmington.

The extreme importance of the DuPont Company in the histery of the development of Rodney
Square is twofold: they were the preeminent company in a company town, thereby giving them
a unique and relatively unchecked position of power. Additionally, by being involved with every
aspect of the Square and the surrounding buildings, they were able to maintain a single
aesthetic and programmatic vision, resulting in a unified city center.

The Role of the City Beautiful Movement at Rodney Square

This notion of constructing a cohesive urban center was quite typical of its time, in that it
stemmed from the City Beautiful movement, which was extremely popular in the late 19" and
early 20" centuries. The City Beautiful movement had been made popular by Daniel Burnham
and the World Columbian Exposition of 1803, and was characterized by formal and
symmetrical, white buildings presented on a vast scale and usually In keeping with the

“ Maynard, 107,

“ Patricia D. Wilson, et al. A Survey of Wilmingten's City Halls (August 1861. Wilmington Department of
City Plannlng files. Ccurtesx of the Wilmingten Department of City Planning): 7; “City/Coeunty Building
(Wilmingten Public Building)®, 1.
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Classical, Neoclassical or Beaux-Arts styles™ This synthesis of architecture and landscape
were designed to form an ideal city in which “arehitecture was recognized as the dominant
process in this artistic collaboration and civic menuments were used as expressions of the city’
governmental and cultural functions. Such elaborate arrangements were thought to conduce the
individual citizen to embrace higher ideals through a new artistic environment.”® However, the
movement was not solely beauty for beauty’'s sake. it's supporters also believed that this new
approach to planning would prompt social change as it would inspire civic pride, promote culture
and improve morality among urban populations.

One of the most fundamental aspects of the City Beautiful plan was the civiec center, which was
“intended to be a beautiful ensemble, an architectural triumph far more breathtaking than a
single building, no matter how comely, could be. Grouping public buildings around a park,
square or intersection of radial streets allows the visual delights of perspectives, open space,
and the contrast between the buildings and their umbrageous setting.”*® This tenet serves as a
perfect descriptor of the proposed Rodney Square Historic District; an environment in which the
whole is not only greater than the sum of its parts, but also one which served as the
embodiment of the ideal function of the civic center of a prominent Delaware city.

The way in which the development of Rodney Square was realized is also in keeping with the
City Beautiful movement. Typical of the movement's reformist attitudes of the City Beautiful
movement, Raskob initiated juried competitions to allow for maximum transparency in the
design selection process. Moreover, these juries were comprised of academics rather than
politicians, reinforcing the notion that this was a center for the people, and not for an isolated

# Bumham's sentiments about this movement were best summarized by his famous quote: “Make no little
plans; they have no magic to stif men's bloed and probably themselves will net be realized. Make big
plans; aim high in hope and werk, remembering that a neble, legical diagram enee recerded will never
die, but long after we are gone will be a living thing, asserting itself with ever-growing Insistency.
Remember that our sons and grandsens are geing to de things that would stagger us. Let your
watchword be order and your beacon beauty.” _ . o

William H. Wilson. The City Beautiful Mevement (Baltimere, Johns Hepking University Press, 1989):

6.

William H. Wilsen, 82.
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elite. The designs for Redney Square itself, the Wilmingten Publie Building and the Wilmington
Institute Free Library were all selected by juried eempetitions. Although the designs for the
DuPent Building and the United States Pest Office, Court House and Custom House were not,
both were the created by a collaborative effort resulting in a mere populist design.

While it is possible that the role of such a large number of both academic jurors and
professional architects might have resulted in a disparate everall design, the emnipresence of
both Raskeb and Piefre §. BuPont prevented that frem happening. |n each eempetition, the
requirements were such that each element be reflective of and complimentary to that which had
proceeded it. This consistent and unique approach to a elvie eenter meant net only that the
buildings were compesitionally balanced within themselves, but alse that they effectively
conveyed a single aesthetic and programmatie unit: This singular approach provided for the
uplifting urban experience that Raskob and BuPent were so intent on ereating.

Significance in Architecture, Criterion €

Rodney Square in downtown Wiimington possesses significance under Criterion C for
Architecture as an important and unifiled collection of revivalist style arehitecture designed for
primarily public use. The proposed district contains five buildings, ene site and ene ebject that
were designed between 1905 and 1941.

The pervasive use of revivalist architectural styles = ltalian Renaissanee, Classical Revival,
Beaux Arts = was strongly in keeping with the City Beautiful movement. It was felt that by
harkening back to the architectural styles of the founding civilizations, the current populace
might be similarly inspired to great achievement. By maintaining a revivalist aesthetie ameng
each design element, Rodney Square presented a visual cohesion and firmly asserted its

principled message.

The Classieal Revival Style
The Classical Revival style has its roots in the influential 1893 Columbian Exposition in Chicago,

where the simple, clean lines of the classical style was introduced as an alternative to the ornate
Victorian buildings that filled the crowded elties of the peried: Anether influential source for the
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Classical Revival style became the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, a popular school for
American architects after finishing their domestic training.

In Rodney Square, the Classical Revival style is found both in the Wilmington Public Building
and in the square itself. The Wilmington Public Building, with its colonnade of lonic granite
columns and pedimented entrances, is an archetypal example of Greek and Roman architecture
adapted to a modern context. This style was particularly appropriate for a civic institution
because it conveyed the power and stability of a government, which is both preparing for the
future and anchored in the past. Rodney Square conveys a similar sense of formality, but not
one designed solely to impose civic strength upon the citizens, rather one that intended to
promote the strength of the citizens within themselves. The cast stone terraces and balustrade,
the symmetrical layout and bronze statuary are all Classical Revival style elements that

contribute to this notion.

The ltalian Renaissance Style

The Italian Renaissance style also sprung from the revivalist aesthetic of the late 19*" century.
Based firmly in the architectural precepts of the Renaissance, the style particularly embraced
the design of the Italian palazzo, those magnificent residences created for wealthy families.

The DuPont building is characteristic of the Italian Renaissance style in both design and intent.
As in the time of the Renaissance, the DuPont Building was a modern version of an
architectural focal point for a wealthy family. It was intended to display its power while asserting
its lasting endurance. With its symmetrical elevations, distinctive base, rusticated upper floors
and bracketed cornice, the effect was one of a palazzo fit for the 20™ century.

The Beaux Arts Style

The Beaux Arts style, perhaps the most widely adapted revivalist style, was the approach of
designing monumental and historically based architecture, as taught by the Ecole des Beaux
Arts in Paris. Although the formalist architecture was derived from French architecture of the
16, vk and @1 centuries, it was often modified to suit the particular needs of each client or

project.



PFivT™"
rl-

NPS Form 16-866-a (Rev. 8/2002) OB Ne. 1024-0018 (Expires 5:31-2012)
United States Department of the Interior Rodney Square Historic District
National Park Service Narie ef Preperty
National Register of Historic Places New Castle Caunty. BE

. . Eeunty and State
Continuation Sheet

Nariie ef multiple listing (if applieable)

Rodney Square Historic District

Section number _8 Page _13

Both the Wilmington Institute Free Library and the United States Post Office, Court House and
Custom House were designed in the Beaux Arts style. Both buildings have symmetrical,
masonry facades, grouped classical columns, and ornamented rooflines, which, as with the
other revivalist styles, illustrate the formality and permanence of the civic center.

Associated Architects and Artists

Associated Federal Architects (1933-1637) were formed specifically for the design and
construction of the United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House on Rodney
Square. The group consisted of Edward William Martin, who designed the building, Brown and
Whiteside, who provided the specifications, and Robinson, Stanhope and Manning, who
produced the working drawings. After the Post Office was completed, the group disbanded to
pursue individual projects.

Alfred Morton Githens (1876-1973) was born in Philadelphia and attended the University of
Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts and the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris.
After working for a number of firms, including Cope & Stewardson and Cass Gilbert, Githens
established his own practice with Charles C. Haight in 1804. In 1917, he formed a partnership
with Edward Lippincott Tiliton, which dissolved in 1937, and thereafter he partnered with Francis
Keally. Two of his more prominent projects are the Currier Gallery of Art in New Hampshire
(1929, NR 1979), which he designed with Tilton, and the Holy Spirit Chapel (1923, NR 1995).
Githens, along with Tilton, designed the Wilmington Institute Free Library.

Frederick A. Godley (1886-1961) studied at Yale University, the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and the Ecole des Beaux Aris in Paris before becoming partners with Raymond M.
Hood in New York City in 1924. He is best known for his projects in collaboration with Hood,
including Radio City Music Hall (1832, NR 1978), the McGraw-Hill Building (1930, NR 1980) and
the American Radiator Building (1924, NR 1980), all in New York City. Godley worked on
portions of the additions to the DuPont Buliding and designed the Nemours Building.
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James Edward Kelly (1855-1933) was befn in New Yerk City and studied at the National
Acaderny of Pesigh and the Art Students’ League: Kelly is best knewn as a seulptor ef historical
figures and seenes, partieularly these asseeiated with the Civil War. He designed the bronze
stalue of Caesar Rodney en his herse and the aceempanying plagues en the west side of
Redney Square:

Palmer, Hofbostel and Jenes (1917-?) was the last iteration of the leng-term partnership
between Henry Hornboste| and William Palmer. After studying at Celumbia University and the
Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, Hornbestel retufned to New York and established a firm with
William Palmer. Jones joined the firm in 1817. Seme of thelr more significant projects include

- the Main Building, United States Bureau of Mines in Pittsburgh, PA (1915, NR 1974), the New
York State Department of Education Building in Albany, NY (1908, NR 1971) and the Oakland
City Hall in Oakland, CA (1911, NR 1983). Palmer, Hernbostel and Jones designed the
Wilmington Publie Building.

Edward Lippincott Tilton (1861-1833) was bom in New York City and worked at the firm of
McKim, Mead and White before attending the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. Upon his retum,
he formed a partnership with William A. Boring, which lasted until 1904. He continued to work
independently until his death, at which time he was regarded as one of the foremost library
architects in the county. His more significant projects include the Currier Gallery of Art in New
Hampshire (1929, NR 1979), which he designed with Alfred Morton Githens, St. Luke's
Evangelical Lutheran Church in New York City (1822, NR 2007), the Central Library in
Somerville, MA (1914, NR 1989) and the Sioux City Free Public Library in Sioux City, IA (1912,
NR 1997). Tilton, along with Githens, designed the Wilmington Institute Free Library.

Zantzinger, Borie & Medary (1910-1929) formed after Milton B. Medary joined the existing
practice of Clarence C. Zantzinger and C.L. Borie. The firm was known for numerous large
urban projects, including the Fidelity Mutual Life Insurance Company Building (1926, NR 1973)
and the Bell Telephone Company Building (1939, NR 2000), both in Philadelphia, Chanticleer
(1912, NR 1984) in Delaware County, PA, the Detroit Museum of Art (1927), and the
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Indianapolis Central Library (1916, NR 1975). Zantzinger, Borie & Medary unsuccessfully bid on
the design of the Wilmington Public Building and successfully designed Rodney Square.
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Comprehensive Planning

Zone: Urban
Time Period: 1880 = 1940+/-: Urbanization and Early Suburbanization
Themes: Seitlement Patterns and Demographic Change

Architecture, Engineering, and Decorative Arts

Property Type: hotel, library, government office, business office, public square
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R@dney Square Historie Distriet
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Powers and Company, Ine.

 Photograph # | Description of Photograph

United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House, South elevation, view
north

United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House, South and east
elevations, view northwest

Rodney Square, view southwest

Wilmington Public Building, West elevation, view southeast

Wilmington Public Building, North elevation, view southeast

Wilmington Public Building, East elevation, view southwest

Rodney Square, Caesar Rodney statue, DuPont Building, view west

Rodney Square, DuPont Building, view northwest

Wilmington Institute Free Library, East and north elevations, view southwest

Rodney Square, view north

Rodney Square, view northeast

2|2 |~ onalw| po| =
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Wilmington Institute Free Library, North and west elevations, view southeast

Y
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DuPont Building, East and south elevations, view northwest

14. Nemours Building, East and south elevations, view northwest

15. Nemours Building, South and west elevations, view northeast

16. Nemours Building, North and west elevations, view southeast

17. Nemours Building, North and east elevations, view southwest

18. DuPont Building, North and west elevations, view southeast

19. United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House, South and west
elevations, view northeast

20. DuPont Building, North and east elevations, view southwest

21. Rodney Square, view southeast
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22, Wilmington Public Building, 1®'ﬂoor, Stairway, view east
28. Wilmington Institute Free Library, 16° floor, view west
24. DuPent Building, Lobby, view west
26. DuPont Building, 2™ floor, Stairway, view northwest
26. DuPont Building, 1®floor, Ballroom, view northwest
27. United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House, Lobby, view east
28, United States Post Office, Court House and Custom House, Lobby mural, view east
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June 23; 2011

Carol Shull, Interim Keeper
National Park Service 2280
National Register of Historic Places
1201 *1” (Eye) Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed please find the following nomination for listing in the National Register of Historic
Plages:

Redney Square Historie District =~ Wilmington, Delaware New Castle County

1§ there are any questions regarding these documents, please contact Madeline Duim, Curator of
Edueation-Historian for the Delaware State Historic Preservation Office at (302) 736-7417.

Sineerely,

=177

Timothy A. Slavin, Director
Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs
and State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosures
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