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On The Edge Of Greatness

\ip Winters, 1924 Colored World Series
Article by Joe Lake

Wouldn't it be great to visit the Baseball Hall of
Fame in Cooperstown, New York and find
information, photography and artifacts from a
Hockessin baseball player? It could have happened,
and. some day. it just might still happen. The local
baseball player with these extraordinary credentials
1s James Henry “Jesse” Winters — locally known as
“Nip” Winters. There is a Delawarian in the
Baseball Hall of Fame today. He is William Julius
“Judv” Johnson of Marshallton, Delaware. A
historical marker can now be found near his home
on Kiamensi Road. Johnson played for the Negro
Baseball League (1921-1936), the same league and
about the same time that Winters played for them.
“Judv” Johnson entered the Hall of Fame in 1975.

Co-Editors Joseph R. Lake & Sandrz Pz

“Nip” Winters was born in Washington, DC ir 1855
to James and Martha Winters. He had 2 sisters =22
1 brother (Sarah, Mabel and Elmer). He took =
early liking to the game of baseball and played =2
sport throughout his high school years. He starred as
a left-handed pitcher. His talent ambition was soon
recognized by the Negro Baseball League abou:
1919.

Looking at his professional career, he is credit=d
with plaving for the following teams:
4:l2ntic (it Bacharach Giants (1921
New York Bacharach Giants (1922),
Darby Hilldale Giants (1923-27, 1931),
New York Lincoln Giants (1928),
Colored All-Stars (1928),

Homestead Grays (1928), .
Baltimore Black Sox (1929),

New York Lincoln Giants (1929),
Washington Pilots (1932).
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In 1924 he played for the Darby Hilldale Giants in
the Colored World Series. Nip also appeared
occasionally in the lineup of several other Negro
ball teams, in addition to those listed above.
Furthermore, while playing for one of the New Ycrk
teams in the 1920s it is reported that during an
exhibition game, “Nip” struck out the infamous
Babe Ruth. That was one of the highlights of =
career.

of the famous Philadelphia Athletics. He
supposedly told Winters, “if you were a whizz = =
I’d sign you to a contract right this second.™

About 1935 “Nip” met and married Sara® S=2i7-.

daughter of Hockessin farmer, Jake Smi=. ~ -z

Valley Roads. Following the wedding. *
moved into the Smith home. He gotzizczasa
laborer with Hockessin Supply Compz=w. In those



.H ERN -Company was a combined

es. 101 & feed mill. “Nip” was
ed in 23 mill. Grains were custom
and s ned and as the final product

reached the 50 or 100 pound bags, “Nip” would tie
or stitch the top of the bags and load them onto an
awaiting customer’s vehicle.

Joe Lake remembers “Nip” Winters as a quiet
individual, who worked with Roy Sal

mill. Inever once heard him discussi all
career with anyone. However, the noise level in the
mill caused by the machinery made it nearly
impossible to carry on a conversation. Edward
“Monk” Gormley, former Hockessin postmaster,
remembers “Nip” as anything but quiet. Visiting
Gormley’s store/postoffice daily “Nip” is
remembered as providing story after story about his
baseball career.

“Nip” Winters died in Ho 1
same year that Hockessin .
of American Home & H

his coworker, died in 1965.

To make Hockessin residents aware of their once
famous baseball player, Darlene Amobi is

sp an HHS have a Delaware
St Marker d to Winters career
placed in Roser Park near the site of the Smith
zamily home.

Mark Your Calendar
HHS Meeting & Election of Officers
Tuesday, June 25,2015 - 6:30 p.m.
Back Burner Restaurant
Light Refreshments and Open Bar

Guest Speaker

Does Hockessin’s History Matter?

On Fridav. Mav 15. Joe Lake received an e-mail

meetin held on May 18 at the John
Dickin ion near Dover. Kim was hoping
HHS cou The purpose
plan the ersary of
n laws in . The e-mail
sparked Joe’s fseveralr er

articles on thi ect. Ifhe of
a regional newspaper, he would call issue an
editorial called, “Does Hockessin’s History

budg orporated
town than
most It

not
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Society do that warrants taxpayer support?

O It educates schoolchildren and local residents
of our town. The recent
series of talks
elsewhere on
movement in War

is a prime example;

—  Ifits Exhibit Building is will
house and display hundr s from
the town'’s past;

—  The same building will serve as a respository
for hundreds of historic documents, books,
images. and maps that tell the town’s story. It
will serve a resource to journalists, historians,
tourists and others interested in exploring the
area’s past; and,

= a discus
i in our
what is not.
its —
ly is
of

and the surrounding areas. With a historic
repository and working space, the organization
hopes to encourage the printing of monographs and
books on local history.



