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Pierre S. duPont's Grand Experiment Page SO 

Betelle, Englehardt, and Strayer also specifically recommended that one and two room 
school buildings should have a cottage design to create "homelike" environment. Spacing of the 
seats and the amount of interior space were also considered important in promoting good health 
for the students. The draft recommended 200 cubic feet of air space for each student. They even 
included recommendations for floor design to include reinforced concrete covered with cork 
linoleum that were similar to Willis' ideas. Their interior paint scheme of light green or sage 
followed Willis' plan to the letter. 172 The schools in Christiana and Odessa exemplified this 
homelike environment advocated by school designers at the time. Charles Carswell, in an article 
for the Philadelphia Record news paper described the schoolhouse. He wrote: 

One interesting experiment in design is the negro [sic] school at • 
Odessa. This new building, which presents a striking contrast to 
the old frame structure, is entirely fireproof, with brick foundation, 
asbestos walls and roof, and window frames and all trimmings of 
copper. It is attractive and thoroughly satisfactory, but it has been 
determined that it is not an economical type of construction. 173 

Most of Betelle's designs looked like homes reflecting the revival of historic American 
styles like the Dutch or English Colonial Revival Style depicted in this photograph of 
Christiana Colored School in New Castle County. Because of costs, during construction, 
many of his original designs were modified. 

Courtesy of Hagley Museum and Library 

172 Ibid.; Willis, "The Ideal Rural School Building." 
173 Charles Carswell, "First in Community Work: Service Citizens of Delaware Successfully Demonstrate New 

ideas in Educational Methods and Other Uplifting Activities," Philadelphia Record Sunday Morning, August 13, 
1922. 
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List of Teachers, New Castle County, Delaware, 1921-22, 

COLORED SCHOOLS. 
Dist. No. Name of School TEACHER ADDRESS 
106 Newport . .. . .. Victoria Matheas ....... 109 W. 12th St., Wilming-

ton, Del. 
Anita Irons . .... .. ...... 1725 W. 8th St., VVil-

mington. Del. 
107 Hockessin . ... Minnie B. Greene . . .. ... . Hockessin, Del. 
108 Marshall ton . . Augusta Lones .......... 610 du Pont St. , Wilming-

ton, Del. 
111 Christiana .... li·frs. :i\£eta Boddy ........ Cl1l'istiana, Del. 
112 Iron Hill . ... Anna Rivers ..... ....... Newark, Del. 
11>1 Williamsville Blanche Bell .. .. ........ Elkton , Md. 
114 Bethseda . . .. Ethel Money . , . ......... Elk ion , Md. 
115 Kfrkwood .. .. Pauline Dyson .. . . . . .... Kirkwood, Del. 
11 Summit Bridge William Pinkston ....... Smnmit Bridge, Del. 

Alice Ford ....... . ...... Summit Bridge, Del. 
117 St. Georgei. .. Amanda Pearce ...... . .. St. Georges, Del. 
118 Delaware City Marcellus Blackburn .... Dela,vare City, Del. 

:Mrs. Beatriee Smi th .... Delnware City, Del. 
119 Mt. Pleasant .. Alfred T. Guy ...... .. .. Clayton, Del. 
120 Middletown . . Helen Freeman ..... . . . . :i\1iddletown, Del. 

Edna Smith . ....... . .... :Middletown, Del. 
Madge Beach ......... ... Middletown, Del. 

121 
122 

Odessa ...... Lucy Jackson ........... Odessa , Del. , Box 104. 
Port Penn .... N. S . Stewart .......... Port Penn, Del. 

124 Lee's Chapel . Olivia B. Young . . . . . ... Townsend, Del. 
125 Townsiend . . . Pauline Kelly . . . . . . . . .. Townsend, Del. 
126 Ebenezer .. . .. Amelia Cook .. . .. . ... . . Townsend, Del. 
127 Taylor's Bridg~Melvina Turne1· ........ R. F . D. 1 Townsend, Del. 
128 Green Springs. Irma Gibbs ..... . ...... DoYer, Del. 
129 Matthews Cor. Ellen Johns .... .. ....... Odessa. Del. 

Kent County, Delaware Teachers, 1921-::l2. 

Dis t . 
1 

No. Name of School TEACHER ADDRESS 

7 
s 
9 

10 
11-81 

Blackiston ... Mrs. C. R Numbers . , . . Clayton, Del: 
Raymond's . . . Blanche Morgan .... . .. . Clayton, Del. 
Down' s Chapel.Lucie Ellis .. . ...... .. . K enton, Del. 
Kenton . . . .. . . s. Catherine Johns ... .. . K enton, Del. 

Edith Quillen .. . .... ... Kenton, Del. 
Moore's . . .... Anna Pearson . . ........ Cheswold, Del. 
Leipsic .. . ... P rincipal Mark B. Dreisi- • 

gacker . . ..... . ... . ... Leipsic, Del. 
Jean M. Longfellow .. . . Leipsic, Del. 

12 Cowgill' s .. .. Mrs. F. D. Harrington .. Dover, Del. 
13 Oak Grove ... Mrs. Nettie S. Moore .. . . Dover, Del. 
H Comegys . . .. . Edna E . Short . . . . .. . . . . Dover, Del., R . F. D. 
Hi Fairview . ... Mr. J. S. Daily ... . .... Marydel, Md. 
16 Mt. Willow . . S . Elizabeth Ware . . , . . . Dover, Del. 
17 Chestnut Grove 
21 Oak Point . . . Willard S. Carson ...... Wyoming, Del. 
23 Sandtown .... Mrs. Sadie H. Shockley .. Goldsboro, Md. 
2-1 Petersburg . . . Gladys McBooker ....... Wyoming, Del. 
26 Canterbury . . Agnes M. Thomas .. ... . Felton, Del. 
28 Warrens .. . .. Mrs. Alice J. Gray ...... Frederica, Del. 
29 Jumps . . .... , Irene Tatman . ..... . .. . Felton, Del. 
30 Black Swamp J\1rs. Flor-ence D. Jester .. Felton, Del. 
31 Pratt's BranchElizabeth Frazier . . ... . Fel'ton, Del. 
32-75 etc. Frederica . ... Prin., M. L. Hydorn . ... Frederica, Del. 

33 
34 
36 
37 
39-124 
40 
40½ 
41 
4± 
45 
46 
47 
50-108 

51 

52 
53 

Mary R. Moss . ... ...... Frederica, Del. 
l\ilary H. Putnam . . . . ... Frederica, Del. 
Rena M. Carlson .... . ... Frederica, Del. 
H. N. Jones . . . . ........ Frederica, Del. 
Elizabeth Burris . . ..... . FreCE:-tica, Del. 
Jennie Riley . ... . ...... u~rederica, Del. 
Gladys Phillips .... . ... ll'rederica, Del. 
Mrs. Annie Harrington . . It rederica, Del. 
Mrs. Alice G. Melvin .. Frederica, Del. 

Thomas' ...... Mrs. Virgie Layton . ... Harrington, Del. 
Smith ...... ,Mrs. Flstelle .Reynolds .. Harrington, Del. 
Prospect ... . . Esther Adams ..... . ... . Harrington, Del. 
Tomahawk ... Henry C. Fike ..... . . . . Farmington, Del. 
Farmington ... Emma Taylor ........ . . Farmington, Del. 
Cedarfield . .. . Ru th Pearson . . .. . ...... Milford, Del. 
Church Hill .. Lulu D. Emory .. . .. .. . Houston, Del. 
Williamsville . Edna Baker ............ Farmington, Del. 
Pine Grove . . Mildred T. Calloway .. Milford, Del. 
Bennett's GateJohn Garn ............. Milford, Del. 
Betbseda .. , .. Bessie Virdin . . , ....... Hartly, Del. 
Maple Grove .. Mrs. Alice H. Ross ..... Harrington, Del. 
Magnolia .... ,Prin., J. Ralph McI!lvaine Magnolia, Del. 

Bessie H. Wonder ...... Magnolia, Del. 
Keturah Beidman . ....... Magnolia, Del. 

Dennys . . . ... Claudia Harmon .. . ..... Dover, Del., care of Ralph 
Leonard 

Willow Grove .. Nancy Ponder . .... . ... .. Wyoming, Del. 
Fraziers ...... . Margaret M. Webb .... Goldsboro, Md. 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY (Continued) 
Term Expires Address 

Dist. Trustees & Teachers Grades Taught 

111-c CHRISTIANA .................. .............. .................... .. .... ........ ........ Christiana, Del. 
1955 James Munson, Clerk .... .............. .' ... .................................. .... .. .. Christiana 
1!}54 Levi Gaddis ......................... .. ........... ........ ...... ................... ........... Christiana 
1953 Richard A. Neal ................................ .... .................................... Christiana 
1952 Alfred Moody, Chairman .......................... .. ............................ Christiana 
Mrs. Helen E . Taylor ...................... .... ........................ .................... Grades 1-6 

926 French St., Wilmington, Del. 

112-c IRON HILL ................. ................................................................. Newark, Del. 
1955 Oliver Smith ................ .................... .... .. .................................. R. 1, Newark 
1954 Ma,ynard Earl, Clerk .......... ................................ Iron Hill, Maryland 
1953 Ho,wa.rd Co-ngo,, Chairman .......................................... .. .... R. 1, Newark 
1952 Frank Williams ............. ........... .... .. ........................ .. .. ........ .. R . 1, Newark 
Minnie M. Ryder ................. .. ........... ................................ .... ............ Grades 1-6 Ji 

103 New London Ave., Newark, Del. 

117-c KIRKWOOD - ST. GEORGES ................ ... .. ... ............ Kirkwood, Del. 
1955 .1Ha.rry Moo,re , Chairman ........ ........................................... ....... Kirkwood 
1954 Isadore Fields .............................. ... ..................... .................... St. Georges -, 
1953 Leo,nard Sadler ............... ..................... .. ................ ........ ...... ........ Kirkwood 
1952 Clayton Roy ............ ............. ........... ... .. .. ..... .. .... .......... .. ................ Kirkwood 
Mrs. Charlotte P. Taylor, Clerk ........................................ Grades 1-6 

1729 West 5th St., Wilmington, Del. 

118-c DELAWARE CITY .... ... .. ....................... .......... .......... Delaware City, Del. 
1955 Roland J . Henry ................ .............................. .... ............ Delaware City 
1954 Beulah Beacham .......................................................... .... .. Delaware City 
1953 Arthur T. Watson, Clerk ........ ...................................... Delaware City 
1952 Perry Hairding, Chairman ........ .. .......................... ........ Delaware City 
Clinton D. Collins ............................ ......... ............... ... ............... .. .... Grades 5-8 
Mrs. Carrie H. Blackburn .......... .... .. .. ............................................ Grades 1-4 

Box 25, Dover, Del. 

119-c MT. PLEASANT ............ ......... ....................................... Mt. Pleasant, Del. 
1955 Garfield Berry .... ........ .... ....................................... ... R. D ., Mt. Pleasant 
1954 Harry Ross, Clerk .................... ............................ .... R. D. , Mt. Pleasant 
1953 Frank Blackson, Chairman ..... .. ......................... R. D ., Mt. Pleasant 
1952 Elwood Harvey .... ... ................ ................. .. ....... ... .... R. D., Mt. Pleasant 
Mrs. Wilhelmina F . Waters ........................................... ............... Grades 1-6 

c/o Harry Ross, Mt. Pleasant, Del. 

120-c MIDDLETOWN ..................................... .. ................. Middletown, Delaware 
1955 Oscar Todd .... .... .... .... .................................. ............................ Middletown 
1954 Edwaird Fields, Chairman .... .............................................. Middletown 
1953 ,George Pierce .... .................... .... ...................................... ........ Middletown 
1952 Wallace Sudler .................... ................ .......................... .. ...... .. Middletown 
Alfred G. Waters ...................................... .............. .. ........ Prin., Clerk & Math. 
James E. Barksdale ........................................................ Music 
Mrs. Muriel F. Cooper .............. ............... .............. ......... Art 
Mrs. Saralie Dickerson .................................................. Jr. High, Grade 7 
Herman T . Moody ............... ......................... .................... Soc. Stu. & Sci. 
Templemae Muse .... ............ .............. ............ .......... .......... Physical Educa tion 
Ralph L . Peters ...................................... ................. ........... Industrial Arts 
Harley F . Taylor ................................ ........ ................. .. ..... Agriculture 
Mrs. Catherine H. Woody .............................................. Home Ee. & Science 
Ellis Moody ............................ ............... .............. .......... ... .. Grade 6 
Mrs. Isabel F . Wilson ............................. ......................... Grade 5 
Mrs. Margaret L. Waters ......................................... ..... Grade 4 
Mrs. Henri M. Spearman .............. ....................... ......... Grade 3 
Mrs. Bertha S. Johnson ............... ................................. Grade 2 
Ellen Johns .................... .. .................................................... Grade 1 
Mrs. Mayme Jeter ............................ ........ ....... ............ ..... Nurse 
Barbara Hall ..................................... ..... .. .... ........................ Secretary 

124-c LEE'S CHAPEL .. ............................................... .. ................. Townsend, Del. 
1955 Harry Cottingham .... .............. .. .. .... .................... .. ...... .... ............ Townsend 
1954 Ernest Chandler ............ .. .. ................ .. .. .. .... ...... ............... ......... Townsend 
1953 William A. Davis, Sr., Clerk ...................... .......................... Townsend 
1952 Mrs. Mary Holden, Chairman ......................................... ....... Townsend 
Carrie A . Rasin .... .... ............ ........................ .... ............ ....... ......... .......... Grades 1-6 

1000 Wilson St., Wilmington, Del. 

125-cTOWNSEND ......... ................ ..................... .. ...... .. ... ........... ............ ........ Townsend 
1955 Emory Hayes · .. ............. ...... ... .... .... ............ .. ................... .... ... ........ Townsend 
1954 Ferdinand D . Caulk, Chairman .. ............ ........... ................. Townsend 
1953 Henry Wharton, Clerk ......... .. ... .......... .. ... ................. .. ............ Townsend 
1952 Walter Brown ........ ........................ .. .................. .. ..... .. .. .. .. ... ........ Townsend 
Mrs. Ethel M. Roy .................................................... ........ ............ ... ..... Grades 1-6 

c/o S. Money, R. D., Elkton, Md. 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY (Continued) 
Term Expires 

Dist. Trustees & Teachers 
Address 

Grades Taught 

111-c CHRISTIANA ........ ...................... ............................................ Christiana, Del. 
1955 .James Munson, Clerk .................. .' ..................... ....... ........... ...... Christiana 
1954 Levi Gaddis ................... ... .................................... .. ...................... Christiana 
1953 Richard A. Neal .......... .................... .................... .. ............ ... ..... Christiana 
1952 Alfred Moody, Chairman ............................ .... .................... .... Christiana 
Mrs. Helen E . Taylor ............................................ ....... ........... ........ Grades 1-6 

926 French St., Wilmington, Del. 

112-c IRON HILL .............................................. ......... ....... .. .............. .... Newark, Del. 
1955 Oliver Smith .......... ........................... .. .. ...................... .. ........... R. 1, Newark 
1954 Maynard Earl, Clerk .......................................... Iron Hill, Maryland 
1953 Howard Congo,, Chairman ................................................ R . 1, Newark 
1952 Frank Williams .... .... ............ .................................. .. ............ R. 1, Newark 
Minnie M. Ryder ................................................ .................. ............ Grades 1-6 ..-

103 New London Ave., Newark, Del. 

117-c KIRKWOOD - ST. GEORGES ........ .................... ........ Kirkwood, Del. 
1955 !Harry Moore, Chairman ...................................................... .... Kirkwood 
1954 Isadore Fields .. .......... .............. .............................................. .. St. Georges -, 
1953 Leonard s .. dler .. .. ............................................... ......................... Kirkwood 
1952 c1 .. yton Roy ...... ...................... .. ...... .......................................... .... Kirkwood 
Mrs. Charlotte P. Taylor, Clerk ...... .......................... ........ Grades 1-6 

1729 West 5th St., Wilmington, Del. 

118-c DELAWARE CITY ....... ............................. ............... . Delaware City, Del. 
1955 Roland .J. Henry ......... ............................. ............ ............ Delaware City 
1954 Beulah Beacham ..... ..... .. .. .. ............................................. ... Delaware City 
1953 Arthur T. Watson, Clerk .................... .......................... Delaware City 
1952 Perry Hairding, Chairman ............................................ Delaware City 
Clinton D. Collins ............................. ....... ........................................ Grades 5-8 
Mrs. Carrie H. Blackburn ................... ............... ............................ Grades 1-4 

Box 25, Dover, Del. 

119-c MT. PLEASANT ................................ ........ .. ............. ..... Mt. Pleasant, Del. 
1955 G"rfleld Berry ......................... .. ........... .................... R. D., Mt. Pleasant 
1954 Harry Ross, Clerk ........ ......... ....... ............................ R. D., Mt. Pleasant 
1953 Frank Blackson, Chairman ........ ........................ R . D., Mt. Pleasant 
1952 Elwood Harvey ................ .. .... .. .. .... .. ......... ... ......... ... R . D., Mt. Pleasant 
Mrs. Wilhelmina F . Waters .......................................................... Grades 1-6 

c/o Harry Ross, Mt. Pleasant, Del. 

120-c MIDDLETOWN ............................ ................ ............ Middletown, Delaware 
1955 Oscar Todd ........ .............. .. ...................................................... Middletown 
1954 Edwaird Fields, Chairman .................................................. Middletown 
1953 ,George Pierce, .................................................................. ... ... .. Middletown 
1952 Walla,ce Sudle,r .... ..................... ......................... .. .................. .. Middletown 
Alfred G. Waters ............................... ............................... Prin., Clerk & Math. 
James E. Barksdale ........................ ................................ Music 
Mrs. Muriel F. Cooper ......... ........................................... Art 
Mrs. Saralie Dickerson .................................................. Jr. High, Grade 7 
Herman T. Moody ....................................... ..... .. ...... ........ Soc. Stu. & Sci. 
Templemae Muse .................... ........... .......... ............. ........ Physical Education 
Ralph L. Peters .................................. ................................ Industrial Arts 
Harley F. Taylor .... ................................... ..... .................... Agriculture 
Mrs. Catherine H. Woody .............................................. Home Ee. & Science 
Ellis Moody ........ ................................................................ Grade 6 
Mrs. Isabel F. Wilson ...................................................... Grade 5 
Mrs. Margaret L. Waters .................. ............................ Grade 4 
Mrs. Henri M. Spearman .... .......... ................................ Grade 3 
Mrs. Bertha S. Johnson .................... .... ........................ Grade 2 
Ellen Johns ............................................... ........................... Grade 1 
Mrs. Mayme Jeter ............................................................ Nurse 
Barbara Hall ........................................................................ Secretary 

124-c LEE'S CHAPEL .................................................................... Townsend, Del. 
.. 

1955 Ha.rry Cottingham ........ .............. ........... ... .......... ........................ Townsend 
1954 Ernest Chandler ................................................................ ... ..... Townsend 
1953 William A. Davis, Sr., Clerk ................................................ Townsend 
1952 Mrs. Ma.ry Holden, Chairman ........................................ .. .... .. Townsend 
Carrie A . Rasin ........................ ...... .. ...................................................... Grades 1-6 

1000 Wilson St., Wilmington, Del. 

125-cTOWNSEND ....... ................. ... ........... ............ ........................................ Townsend 
1955 Emory Hayes ................................................................................ Townsend 
1954 Ferdinand D . Caulk, Chairman .......................... ................ Townsend 
1953 Henry Wha,rton, Clerk ............................................................ Townsend 
1952 Walter Brown .......... ...... ........ ........................ .. .................... ........ Townsend 
Mrs. Ethel M. Roy ............ .................................................................... Grades 1-6 

c/o S. Money, R. D., Elkton, Md. 
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY (Continued) 
Term Expires 

Dist. Trustees & Teachers 
91 YORKLYN (Continued) 

Mrs. Blanche Bahr 
Sarah E. Potts 

(COLORED) 

Grades Taught 

.. Grades 3-4 

.. Grades 1-2 

111-c CHRISTIANA (Closed as of June 30, 1952) 

118-c DELAWARE CITY 
1956 Perry Harding, Chairman 
1955 Roland J. Henry 
1954 Beulah Beacham 
1953 Arthur T. Watson, Clerk 
Clinton D. Collins 

Delaware City, Del. 
Delaware City 
Delaware City 
Delaware City 

... .. ........ Delaware City 
..... Grades 5-8 

Mrs. Carrie H. Blackburn 
Box 25, Dover, Del. 

............................................. Grades 1-4 

126-c EBENEZER 
1956 Mrs. Bessie M. Henry 
1055 Walter T. Hopkins 
1954 Joseph E. Henry, Sr. 
1953 N, Anna Caulk, Chairman 
Portia E. Loper .......................... . 

Box 92, R.D ., Kenton, Del. 

107-c HOCKESSIN 
1956 Joseph Thomas ... 
1955 Jacob W. Johnston, Jr., Clerk 
1954 Lewis Cornish, Chairman 
1953 Paul Waters 
Mrs. Anna C. Russum ........ ... ......... . 

1216 Tatnall St., Wilmington, Del. 
Constantia Beaujon 

811 N . Clayton St., Wilmington, Del. 

112-c IRON HILL 
1956 Frank "Williams 
1955 Oliver Smith 
1954 Maynard Earl 
1953 Howard Congo 
Minnie M. Ryder ......................... . 

103 New London Ave., Newark, Del. 

117-c KIRKWOOD - ST. GEORGES 
1956 Clayton Roy .......................... . 
1955 Harry Moore, Chairman . 
1954 Isadore Fields 
1953 Leonard Sadler ..... 
Mrs. Charlotte P . Taylor, Clerk 

1729 West 5th St., Wilmington, Del. 

124-c LEE'S CHAPEL 
1956 Mrs. Mary Holden, Chairman 
1955 Harry Cottingham 
1954 Ernest Chandler 
1953 William A. Davis, Sr., Clerk 
Mrs. Mary L . Boyer 

Middletown, Del. 

Townsend, Del. 
Townsend 
Townsend 

R. 1, Townsend 
.......................... Townsend 

.............. Grades 1-6 

Hockessin, Del. 
Hockessin 
Hockessin 
Hockessin 
Hockessin 

..Grades 4-6 

.. Grades 1-3 

Newark, Del. 
R. 1, Newark 

............. R. 1, Newark 
......... Iron Hill, Maryland 

............... R. 1, Newark 
.... . Grades 1-6 

Kirkwood, Del. 
Kirkwood 

. ....... ... Kirkwood 
. ....... ... ... ....... St. Georges 

Kirkwood 
. ..... Grades 1-6 

Townsend, Del. 
Townsend 
Townsend 
Townsend 
Townsend 

.................. Grades 1-6 

120-c MIDDLETOWN Middletown, Delaware 
1956 Wallace Sudler Middletown 
1955 Oscar Todd Middletown 
1954 Edward Fields, Middletown 
1953 Homer Miles Middletown 
Alfred G. Waters ........... Principal & Math. 
James E. Barksdale .............. Music 
Mrs. Muriel F. Cooper ..... .. .... ............................. Art 
Aubry T. Jeter ................ Agriculture 
Herman T. Moody ... ... Science, Soc. Stu. & English 
Ralph L. Peters .............................................. . .... Industrial Arts 
Mrs. Templemae Rodriquez .................................... .. Physical Education 
Mrs. Cortney W. Stevenson ................ ................. . Home Ee. & Science 
Mrs. Saralie D. Tart .Grade 7 
Ellis Moody .. ....................... Grade 6 
Mrs. Isabel F. Wilson ..... .. . . ................... Grade 6 
Mrs. Margaret L. Waters .. .. Grade 4 
Mrs. Henri M. Spearman ...................................... Grade 3 
Mrs. Bertha S. Johnson ....... ......... Grade 2 
Ellen Johns .......... .. Grade 1 
Mrs. Mayme Jeter ......... Nurse 
Barbara Hall .. Secretary 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Public School No. 111-C is situated on the east side of and facing the Wilmington and 
Christiana Pike just north of the village of Christiana, White Clay Creek Hundred, New 
Castle County, Delaware. The building rests on a flat topped ridge north of Christiana 
Creek. In the immediate vicinity of the school are several single story frame residences 
built in recent decades. The original two acres of land associated with the school are 
included with the nomination which incorporates the school yard and former playground.

Essentially, this colonieuL revival school building consists of a medium sized one story 
and attic block vdiich functions as the classroom. To this core are appended three small 
wings housing the furnace room, wash rooms and work eind lunch, room.

The main block is constructed of balloon framing which rests upon a concrete foiindation 
and crawl space. It is covered by a low gambrel roof of composition shingle with partial 
returns. A simple box comice with bed molding defines the eave line. The building is 
especially sturdy as the exterior walls are formed of heavy, horizontally' laid planking 
nailed to the studs and principal posts. This exterior planking is approximately an inch 
and a half thick and some twelve inches wide. Wide overlapped mill sawn weatherboard 
forms the finished exterior and narrow vertical boards define the corners. The building 
is painted dark green, with white wooden trim.

On the north gable end of the classroom block is a large exterior end chimney of brick 
which vents the furnace. At attic level on each gable end are two quarter-circle windows. 
The facade is comprised of a bank of six tall windows with nine over nine pane sashes.
To the right of the facade is the entrance door, protected by a pedimented gable porch 
supported four square wooden posts resting on a concrete slab. The door consists of 
five horizontal raised panels and is framed by panelled recesses and is surmounted by a 
five light hinged transom.

On the northwest comer of the main block is the one story furnace room. It is built 
of the materials used throughout the school and features a composition shingled gable 
roof with partial return box cornices. On the front elevation of the furnace room are 
situated a two over two pane sash window and six paneled door which provides access to 
the furnace and heating system.

A small gable roofed wing on the south gable end houses the washrooms. Projecting from 
the rear of the main block and opening to the classroom is a story and attic wing designed 
as a work room and lunch room. At the attic level on the gable end is a small circular 
window with a keyed wooden architrave. An unpaved drive way connected to the main road 
runs immediately in front of and parallel to the school.

The interior of the school is very plain with simple baseboards and trim surrounding the 
interior doorways and windcws. The walls are of lath and plaster and have been peiinted 
in various light colors over the years. The ceilings too, are of lath and plaster. The 
floor is bviilt of narrow hardwood tongue and groove boards. A built-in bookshelf is 
situated just paust the foyer. In the northeast comer of the classroom is a built-in 
colonial revival supply closet. The chalkboards have been removed but their original 
wall locations are discernable.
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Public School No. 111-C is situated on the east side of and facing the Wilmington and 
Christiana Pike just north of the village of Christiana, White Clay Creek Hundred, New 
Castle County, Delaware. The building rests on a flat topped ridge north of Christiana 
Creek. In the immediate vicinity of the school are several single story frame residences 
built in recent decades. The original two acres of land associated with the school are 
included with the nomination which incorporates the school yard and former playground. 

Essentially, this colonial revival school building consists of a medium sized one story 
and attic block which functions as the classroom. To this core are appended three small 
wings ~ousing ~e f~nace room, _~ash rooms and work and lun~h.. room . 
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The main block is constructed of ball O(l)p framing which rests upon a concrete foundation 
and crawl space. It is covered by a low gambrel roo~ of canposition-shingle with partial 
returns. A simple- box cornice . with bed molding defines the eave line . • The .building is 
especially sturdy as the exterior walls are formed .of heavy, horizontally' laid planking 
nailed to t he studs and principal posts. This exterior planking is approximately an inch 
and a half thick ·and some twelve inches wide. Wide . overlapped mill sawn we~th.;rboard ..., -
forms the finished exterior and narrow vertical boards define the corners. The building 
is painted dark green, with white wooden trim. 

On the north gable end of the classroom block is a large exterior end chimney of brick 
which vents the furnace. At attic leve.l on each gable end are two quarter-circle windows. 
The facade is comprised of a bank of six tall windows with nine over nine pane sashes. 
To the right of the facade is the entrance door, protected by a pedimented gable porch 
supported four square wooden posts resting on a concrete slab. The door consists of 
five horizontal raised panels· and is framed by panelled recesses and is surmounted by a 
five ligh~ hinged transom. 

On the northwest corner of the main block is the on~ story furnace room. _ It is built 
of the materials used throughout the sdhool and features a composition shingled gable 
roof with partial return box cornices. On the front elevation of the furnace room are 
situated a two over two pane sash window and six paneled door which provides access to 
the furnace and heating system. 

A small gable roofed wing on the south gable end houses the washrooms. 
the rear of the main block and opening to the classroom is a story and 
as a work room and lunch room. At the attic level on the gable end is 
window with a keyed wooden architrave. An unpaved drive way connected 
runs inunediately in front of and parallel to the school. 

Projecting from 
attic wing designed 
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The interior of the school is very plain with simple baseboards and trim surrounding the 
interior doorways and windows. The walls are of lath and plaster and have been painted 
in various light colors ove~ the years. The c~ilings too, are of lath and plaster. The 
floor is built of narrow hardwood tongue and groove boards. A built-in bookshelf is 
situated just past the foyer. In the northeast corner of the classroom is a built-in 
colonial revival supply closet. The chalkboards have- been-- removed~ but their original 
wall locations are discernable. 
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Architect James O. Betelle, a partner of the firm of Guilbert and Betelle who designed 
most of the du Pont fund Black schools, wrote eui article for The American Architect in June 
of 1920 which outlined the practical considerations governing the design of the modern 
rural school. Portions of his discussion follow:

"The small rural school is not as simple a problem as it might at first glance
seem. In the One and Two Teacher buildings it must be borne in mind that the
teacher is usually the janitor as well. In addition to her duties as instructor
she must be burdened with many other cares. How to reduce these duties and
eliminate the cares and permit her to give the meiximum time and energy to
instruction has been given a great amoxint of thought and careful study. In
the design of the building the layout of the heating, the water supply and
the plumbing has been the most difficult to decide. From the standpoint of
first cost it was possible with the f\inds available to place the very best systems > 1
of heating, running water for drinking purposes, and the installation of water
closets. It was not this first cost, however, that was the deciding factor,
but the attention and expense that was necessary for proper maintenance after
the systems had been installed. It must be reeilized that these small buildings
receive no attention during the holidays or from Fridays until Mondays, and
that no heat is maintained in the building during those periods. Even if it
were decided to keep heat up at all times during the cold weather, so that
r\inning water systan could be installed, heavy snows and inpassable roads would
often make it impossible to reach the school building for days at a time, and
the freezing up of the plumbing system would naturally be the result.

After much consideration and investigation it was decided to install chemical 
toilet fixtvures to be reached through the coat rooms inside the small buildings.
For the water supply system it was further decided to install a hand pump over a 
sink in the work room. The water in the pump will be sufficiently below grade to 
prevent freezing, and it is in a convenient location for use for drinking purposes 
and for instruction purposes in connection with domestic science lessons. For the 
heating, a jacketed stove located in an alcove or a furnace placed in a small room 
outside of the class room was decided upon. It is realized that the jacketed stove 
will heat and ventilate the class room with considerably less coal than the furnace.
It is admitted, however, that the jacketed stove does not give the required 30 cu. ft. 
of air per minute per pupil and on this account it of coxirse consumes less fuel.
A stove in the class room with the attending noise, confusion and dust caused by 
the putting on of coal and the removal of ashes is very much of a handicap to good 
instruction work. A furnace in a separate room, where the firing and the removal 
of ashes will not interfere with the classes and which will provide the proper 
amount of ventilation, will be installed wherever the commiinity is willing to 
provide the additional amount of fuel needed to obtain the more satisfactory 
results."
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Architect James o. Betelle, a partner of the finn of Guilbert and Betelle who designed 
most of the du Pont fund Black schools, wrote an article for 'fhe American Architect in June 
of 1920 which outlined the practical considerations governing the design of the modern 
rural school. Portions of his discussion follow : 

"The small rural school is not as simple a problem as it might at first glance 
seem. In the One and Two Teacher buildings it must be borne in mind that the 
teacher is usually the janitor as well. In addition to her duties as instructor 
she must be burdened with many other cares. How to reduce these duties and 
eliminate the cares and -· permit her to give the maximum time and energy to 
instruction has been given a great amount of thought and careful study. In 
the design of the building the layout of the heating, the water supply and 
the plumbing has been the most difficult to decide. From the standpoint of 
first cost it was possible with the funds available to place the very best systems 
of heating, running water for drinking purposes, and the installation of water 
closets. It was not this first cost, however, that was the deciding factor, 
but the attention and expense that was necessary for proper maintenance after 
the systems had been installed. It must be realized that these small buildings 
receive no attention during the holidays or from Fridays until Mondays, and 
that no heat is maintained in the building during those periods. Even if it 
were decided to keep heat up at all times during the cold weather, so that 
running water system could be installed, heavy snows and impassable roads would 
often make it impossible to reach the school building for days at a time, and 
the freezing up of the plumbing system would naturally be the result. 

After much consideration and investigation it was decided to install chemical 
toilet fixtures to be reached through the coat rooms inside the small buildings. 
For the water supply system it was further decided to install a hand pump over a 
sink in the work room. The water in the pump will be sufficiently below grade to 
prevent freezing, and it is in a convenient location for use for drinking purposes 
and for instruction purposes in connection with domestic science lessons. For the 
heating, a jacketed stove located in an alcove or a furnace placed in a small room 
outside of the class room was decided upon. It is realized that the jacketed stove 
will heat and ventilate the class room with considerably less coal than the furnace. 
It is admitted, however, that the jacketed stove does not give the required 30 cu. ft. 
of air per minute per pupil and on this account it of course consumes less fuel. 
A stove in the class room with the attending noise, confusion and dust caused by 
the putting on of coal and the removal of ashes is very much of a handicap to good 
instruction work. A furnace in a separate room, where the firing and the removal 
of ashes will not interfere with the classes and which will provide the proper 
amount of ventilation, will be installed wherever the community is willing to 
provide the additional amount of fuel needed to obtain the more satisfactory 
results." 



FHR-8-300A
(11/78)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

RECEIVED

PvdDlic School No. 111-C

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE

"The community use of these sma/1 schools have always been kept in mind. In the 
isolated communities the church is usually near the school, and it is conteii5)lated 
that these two elements of public welfare work will very closely cooperate. The 
class rooms will be fitted with movable desks which can be placed around the walls 
and the center of the room thus left clear for community meetings or dances.
Additional chairs are kept in a convenient store closet and can be brought out euid 
used for community lectures, entertainments, etc. The work room can be used not 
only for the instruction of pupils, but is av2iilable as additional seating space 
for meetings, for the serving of refreshments at entertainments or dances, and for 
adult instruction in sewing, canning and cooking in the summer months or dviring evenings.

The materials to be used in these buildings will be clapboards, or brick veneer 
on a frame structure. The roofs will be of shingles or slate. A paved space will 
be provided on the outside, adjoining the building, so that the children will always 
have a dry placed for outdoor play during all periods of the year. A number of 
different types of these schools will be built. This is necessary on account of 
the different locations of the building sites and their exposure to different points 
of coinpass. Everything possible will be done to construct the bviilding in such a 
way that the medntenance cost can be kept down to the minimum, and when completed 
the school will be finished in every way."

Public School Number 111-C is presently unoccupied. There are several local groups which 
are actively purusing the possibility of rehabilitating the property for use as a commvinity 
center and museum.
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"The community use of these small schools have talways been kept in mind. In the 
isolated communities the church is usually near the school, and it is contemplated 
that these two elements of public welfare work will very closely cooperate. The 
class rooms will be fitted with movable desks which can be placed around the walls 
and the center of the room thus left clear for community meetings or dances. 
Additional chairs are kept in a convenient store closet and can be brought out and 
used for community lectures, entertainments, etc. The work room can be used not 
only for the instruction of pupils, but is available as additional seating space 
for meetings, for the serving of refreshments at entertainments or dances, and for 
adult instruction in sewing, canning and cooking in the summer months or during evenings. 

The materials to be used in these buildings will be clapboards, or brick veneer 
on a frame structure. The roofs will be of shingles or slate. A paved space will 
be provided on the outside, adjoining the building, so that the children will always 
have a dry placed for outdoor play during all periods of the year. A number of 
different types of these schools will be built. This is necessary on account of 
the different locations of the building sites and their exposure to different points 
of compass. Everything possible will be done to construct the building in such a 
way that the maintenance cost can be kept down to the minimum, and when completed 
the school will be finished in every way." 

Public School Number 111-C is presently unoccupied. There are several local groups which 
are actively purusing the possibility of rehabilitating the property for use as a community 
center and museum. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Public School Number 111-C is significant' to the educational heritage of Delaware as a 
well preserved example of the Black schools built in the 1920's by progressive philan
thropist Pierre S. du Pont, III. Largely through his efforts and generosity the State 
of Delaware was able to enaugurate one of the most ambitious and successful school 
building programs in America.

In an article for the magazine American Architect, June 16, 1920, entitled, "New School 
Buildings, State of Delaware," architect James O. Betelle presented an excellent 
summation of du Pont's program to iirprove Delaware's educational system. Betelle 
was a partner in the architectural firm of Guilbert and Betelle, of Trenton, New Jersey, 
who produced the plans and specifications for most of the schools built by the du Pont 
fund. Betelle pointed out that the most progressive citizen of the state had long 
realized the education facilties of Delaware were grossly inadequate. Most of the 
buildings were fifty to one hundred or more years old, obsolete, and a menance to the 
health and safety of the children. A survey of existing school buildings was con
ducted by an organization known as the Service Citizens of Delaware and the results 
published in 1919 in a book entitled General Report on School Buildings cuid Grounds 
of Delaware. The report included a set of "Standards and Rules" for school construction 
and recommended that they be strictly followed by architects designing future Delaware 
public schools.

Pierre S. du Pont made a gift of over $2,500,000 for the construction of new schools for 
all Delaware school children. This fund was administered by the Delaware School Auxiliary 
Association, created for this purpose, and directed by Dr. Joseph H. Odell, also director 
of the Service Citizens of Delaware. Dr. Odell summarized P.S. du Pont's premiere role in 
the project:

" ' ........ The man who had made 40 per cent of the explosive that burst along
400 miles of trenches in Europe now turned his attention almost exclusively 
to the improvement of educational conditions in Delaware. He worked chiefly 
through the Service Citizens and called in the aid of the most esqierienced 
educationalists of America in meeting the problems as they arose. The conditions 
of public school property, which were ascertained by an exhaustive survey, led 
Mr.,dUjPm|t to set aside $2,669,000 for the rebuilding of school houses, 
nineJ\6noiSand of this amoTmt to be used in building rural colored schools.
Greater than his gift of money has been his gift of himself. Delaware has 
had the privilege of seeing its richest and most influential citizen pass 
his buisness responsibilities on to others, foregoing the pleasures of 
leisure, society, travel, and spending his time and strength in going frcan
place to place in the State, ejqiounding the New School Code, conferring with
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In an article for the magazin~ American Arch'itect; June 16,' •1920; entitlecl, "New SchboT 
Buildings, State of Delaware, 11 architect James o. Betelle presented an excellent 
summation of du Font's program to iR\E)rove Delaware's educational system. Betelle 
was a partner in the architectural firm of Guilbert and Betelle, of Trenton, New Jersey, 
who produced the plans and specifications for most of the schools built by the du Pont 
fund. Betelle pointed out that the most progressive citizen of the state had long 
realized the M!ucation facilties of Delaware were grossly inadequate. Most of the 
buildings were fifty to one hundred or more years old, obsolete, and a menance to the 
health·,and safety of the children. A survey of existing school buildings was con
ducted by an organization known as the Service Citizens of Delaware and the results 
published in 1919 in a book entitled General Report on School Buildings and Grounds 
of Delaware. The report included a set of "Standards and Rules!\ for school construction 
and recolilllended that they be strictly followea- by architects designing future Delaware 
public schools. 
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Pierre S. du Pont made a gift of over $2,500,000 for the construction of new schools for 
all Delaware school -- children. This fund was administered by the Delaware School Auxiliary 
Association , created for this purpose, and directed by Dr. Joseph H. Odell, also director 
of the Service Citizens of Delaware. Dr. Odell summarized P.S. du Font's premiere role in 
the project: 
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400 miles of trenches in Europe n9w turned his attention almost exclusively 
to the improvement of educational conditions in Delaware. He worked chiefly 
through the Service Citizens and called in the aid of the most experienced 
educationalists of America in meeting the problems as they arose. The conditions 
of public school property, whi 9h ~ere ascertai~ed by an exhau~ti ve survey, led 
Mr. L~~~fp,1t to set aside $2,669,oop fo~ the rebu3;:l ding of school houses, 
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Greater than his gift of money has been his gift of himself. Delaware has 
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his buisness responsibilities on to others, foregoing the pleasures of 
leisure, society, travel, and spending his time and strength in going from 
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local boards of education about consolidations and new buildings, discussing 
with any and every type of citizen the details of the projected educational 
program and, in the course of this work, eating, and sleeping anywhere or 
missing meals entirely. Weeks together, Sundays as well as week days, he has 
devoted his undivided attention to education, and the entire State is recog
nizing its unrepayable debt to Mr. du Pont . ' "

Considerable attention was given to each aspect of school construction. The du Pont 
Black schools were carefully sited on two acre IcUidscaped lots with walks, drives and 
playground equipment. The buildings were kept as simple as possible, to insure maximum 
efficiency as an educational facility and commtinity center as well. The severity of the 
straightforward, geometric, floor plans was lightened somewhat by the use of restrained 
colonial revival detailing, popular at the time as a visual interpretation and architectural 
symbol of the simple democratic virtues perceived to be the foundation of America's 
greatness.

In the eeirly 1920's approximately eighty schools were built throughout the state for 
Black students. It is not known at present how many of these have survived or to 
what extent they may have been 2dtered over the years. Public School No. 111-C in 
Christiana has siirvived as an excellent and unaltered exait^ile of the type of segregated 
school that served the Black community in Delaware until recent years.
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local boards of education about consolidations and new buildings, discussing 
with any and every type of citizen the details of the projected educational 
program and, in the course of this work, eating, and sleeping anywhere or 
missing meals entirely. Weeks together, Sundays as well as week days, he has 
devoted his undivided attention to education, and the entire State is recog
nizing its unrepayable debt to Mr. du Pont. ' " 

Considerable attention was given to each aspect of school construction. The du Pont 
Black schools were carefully sited on two acre landscaped lots with walks, drives and 
playground equipment. The buildings were kept as simple as possible, to insure maximum 
efficiency as an educational facility and community center as well. The severity of the 
straightforward, geometric, floor plans was lightened somewhat by the use of restrained 
colonial revival detailing, popular at the time as a visual interpretation and architectural 
symbol of the simple democratic virtues perceived to be the foundation of America's 
greatness. 

In the early 1920's approximately eighty schools were built throughout the state for 
Black students. It is not known at present how many of these have survived or to 
what extent they may have been altered over the years. Public School No. 111-C in 
Christiana has survived as an excellent and unaltered example of the type of segregated 
school that served the Black community in Delaware until recent years. 
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James O. Betelle, A.I.A., "New School Buildings; State of Delaware," American 
Architect, CXVII, June 16, 1920. 

,, 
Robert G. Murray, What Delaware Is Doing For Its Negroes," Southern Workman 
Vol. LI No. 11, November 1922. Press of the Hampton Normal and Agricultural 
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ONE TEACHER SCHOOL

State of Delaware" in The American Architect, Jvine, 1920. The author was

New Jersey, who designed the du Pont fund schools. Public School No.
111-C in Christiana was built according to the above pictured plan, varying 
slightly in that it lacked the cupola and substituted a gambrel roof.

RECEIVED 
AUG 13 1919' 

This illustration appeared in an article entitled "New School Buildings, 
State of Delaware" in 'the American Architect, June, 1920. The author was 
James o. Betelle, A.I.A. a partner in Guilbert and Betelle of Trenton, 
New Jersey, who designed the du Pont fund schools. Public School No. 
111-C in Christiana was built according to the above pictured plan, varying 
slightly in that it lacked the cupola and substituted a gambrel roof. 
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in the middle of a private road; thence by the middle of said private road, north fifty- 
seven degrees thirty minutes west fifty-eight feet and five-tenths of a foot to a point; 
thence by the middle of said private road north sixty-three degrees eight minutes west 
one hundred and three feet to a point; thence by the middle of said private road north 
seventy-eight degrees and thirty-one minutes west one hundred and eighty-two feet to a 
point in the middle of the public road leading from Christiana to Wilmington; thence 
south along the middle of sedd public road, thirteen degrees and twelve minutes west 
two hvuidred twenty-six feet and five hundredths of a foot to the place of BEGINNING. 
Containing within said metes and bounds two acres of land, be the same more or less."
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in the middle of a private road; thence by the middle of said private road, north fifty
seven degrees thirty minutes west fifty-eight feet and five-tenths of a foot to a point; 
thence by the middle of said private road north sixty-three degrees eight minutes west 
one hundred and three feet to a point; thence by the middle of said private road north 
seventy-eight degrees and thirty-one minutes west one hundred and eighty-two feet to a 
point in the middle of the public road leading from Christiana to Wilmington; thence 
south along the middle of said public road, thirteen degrees and twelve minutes west 
two hundred twenty-six feet and five hundredths of a foot to the place of BEGINNING. 
Containing within said metes and bounds two acres of land, be the same more or less." 
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Name: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Location: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del 

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Dat9: June, 1979 
Locati on of Negat ive: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
D~scripti on: 3/4 view of facade; looking nor.th 

~otograph Number: 
'. 

1 of 9 AUG 3 
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Name: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Location :Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del. 

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Date: June, 1979 
Loca:tion of Negahve? Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
»es cription: facade; looking east 

Piil.otograph Number : 2 of 9 

,l)o£, 

OCT I 8 1979 

AUG 13 19 1 





Name: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Location: Vicinity of Chris~iana , New Castle Couny, Delawart 

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Date: June, 1979 
Loc~tion of Negative : Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
De•cript ion : 3/4 view of facade; looking south, furnace 

room in foreground. 

P~otograph Number: 3 of 9 

{)o& 

OCT l 8 1979 





iue : Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Location: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del. 

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Data: June, 1979 
Loc&ti~n ef Negative: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
Beaeription: 3/4 view of rear elevation; looking southwest. 

Photo«raph Number: 4 of 9 AUG 3 19 ' 
'f)Ot 

OCT I 8 1919 





Wame: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Location : Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del 

Photographer : Dean E. Nelson 
Date: June, 1979 
Location of Negative: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 

Deseription: Rear elevation; looking west; note heavy 
horizontal planking exposed where weather
board is missing. 

Pnotograph Number: 5 of 9 AUG 13 19iq 
I 





Jue : Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Lecat1on: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del. 

Photographer : Dean E. Nelson 
Date : June, 1979 
Locat i on of Negative : Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs. 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
DNoriJtion: detail of facade entrance. 

Phot~re,ph :lumber : 6 of 9 
AUG 13 197'· 

£MC, 

OCT I 8 1979 





¥aw.e: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Locat1en: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del. 

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Date: June, 1979 
Leca t ion of Negative: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
»Ncription: bookshelves in foyer 

Photograph Number: 7 of 9 

J(}Ot, 

OCT l 8 1979 

AUG 13 ~I 





-~: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Location: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del. 

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Dat e: June, 1979 
I.ecatien t!Jt lhcati ve,:, Div. of Historical., & Cultural Affairs, 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 

De~eript1en~ Colonial Revival supply closet in northeast 
corner of classroom. 

Photograph )h.unberi:t a of 9 

/)1>[, 

OCT I 8 1979 

AUG 13 197q 





lea&~ Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Lo0&t101u Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle ,, county,· Del. 

Plaotograpller: Dean E. Nelson 
Data: June, 1979 
Looat1on ~ l~ative: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
Daar1.-t1on.c Detail · of coat room. 

l'llotaaa:,11 IUlllber: 9 of 9 
l'}D(; 

OCT I 8 1979 
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BUREAU OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION

August 8, 1979

STATE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS
HALL OF RECORDS • DOVER • 19901

(302) 678-5314

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation

Heritage Conservation and Recreation 
Service

Departinent of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Mr. Herrington:

I enclose forms nominating the "Carlton David Pepper Farm," "Public School 
Number 111-C," and the "John Leweden House" to the National Register of 
Historic Places.

If you have any questions regarding these nominations, please call Deem E. 
Nelson, Historian at the above number.

Sincerely yours.

Daniel R. Griffith 
Bureau Chief/Deputy State 
Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosures

BUREAU OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

August a, 1979 

Mr. Charles Herrington 

STATE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF ST A TE 

DIVISION OF HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
HALL OF RECORDS • DOVER • 19901 

(302) 678-5314 

Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation 

Heritage Conservation and Recreation 
Service 

Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

,,..., 

RECEJvED 
AUG 1 3 1919 

.NATIONAL 
REGJs_tER 

I enclose forms nominating the "Carlton David Pepper Farm," "Public School 
Number 111-C," and the "John Leweden House" to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

If you have any questions regarding these nominations, please call Dean E. 
Nelson, Historian at the above number. 

Daniel R. Griffith 
Bureau Chief/Deputy State 
Historic Preservation Officer 

Enclosures 



STATE OF DELAWARE
1
i

KENNETH C. MADDEN 
STATE SUPERINTENDENT

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
THE TOWNSEND BUILDING 

P.O. BOX 1402 
DOVER. DELAWARE 19901

WILLIAM B. KEENE 
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT

RANDALL L. BROYLES 
HOWARD E. ROW 
JOHN J. RYAN

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENTS

August 24, 1979

Mr. Charles A. Herrington
Acting Keeper of the National Register
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
United States Department of the Interior, Pension Building
440 G Street N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20243 (ATT: NOM)

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

RE: #663 - Public School No. 111-C 
Christiana

In answer to your correspondence concerning Christiana Public School 
#111-C, the State of Delaware is not the owner of record of that 
property. In 1957 the Delaware State Board of Education granted a 
restrictive deed for the property to the Christiana Community Center 
Inc. The title to the property is to remain in the name of this 
group as long as the property is used for community purposes. If at 
any time the property is not used for community purposes, the title 
will revert to the Delaware State Board of Education.

My position is one of support should the Christiana Community Center 
Inc. make application for Federal Grants in Aid to rehabilitate the 
building.

The Christiana Community Center Inc. can be contacted in care of:

Mr. William H. Harris 
26 Neury Lane 
Christiana, De 19702

Phone: AC 302 737-3145

Please contact me if I can supply any additional information. 

Sincerely,

Kenneth C. Madden 
SM±e Superintendent

CC - Mr. Lawrence C. Henry, Dlrectbr/Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs 
Mr. William Harris

•. 
STATE OF DELAWARE 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

KENNETH C. MADDEN 
STATE SUPERINTENDENT 

WILLIAM B. KEENE 
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT 

August 24, 1979 

Mr. Charles A. Herrington 

THE TOWNSEND BUILDING 
P.O. BOX 1 402 

DOVER. DELAWARE 19901 

Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
United States Department of the Interior, Pension Building 
440 G Street N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20243 (ATT: N0M) 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

RE: #663 ~ Public School No. 111-C 
Christiana 

RANDALL L BROYLES 
HOWARD E. ROW 

JOHN J. RYAN 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENTS 

In answer to your correspondence concerning Christiana Public School 
#111- C, the State of Delaware is not the owner of record of that 
property. In 1957 the Delaware State Board of Education granted a 
restrictive deed for the property to the Christiana Cominunity Center 
Inc. The title to the property is to remain in the name of this 
group as long as the property is used for connnunity purposes. If at 
any time the property is not used forconnnunity purposes, the title 
will revert to the Delaware State Board of Education: 

My position is one of support should the Christiana Community Center 
Inc. make application for Federal Grants in Aid to rehabilitate the 
building. 

The Christiana Community Center Inc. can be contacted in care of: 

Mr. William H. Harris 
26 Neury Lane 
Christiana, De 19702 

Phone: AC 302 737~3145 

Please contact me if I can supply any additional information. 

Sincerely, 

km/dj 

CC - Mr. Lawrence C. Henry, Director/Dtv. of Historical & Cultural Affairs 
Mr. William Harris 



v . .ll- PUICES 

AUG 3 \ \919 -----

DAT': I "l\::N -------

INIT:ALS ---,-------------



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE /cv^-PT
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE
DELAWARE

Date Entered OCT: I 8 1979

Name Location
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This illustration appeared in an article entitled "New School Buildings, 
state of Delaware" in The American Architect, June, l.920. The author was 
James 0~ Betel.le, A.I.A. a partner in Guilbert and Betelle of Trenton, 
New Jersey, who designed the du Pont fund schools. Public School No. 
111-C in Christiana was built according to the above pictured plan, varying 
slightly in that it lacked the cupola and substituted a gambrel roof. 
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Reading 1: Pierre Samuel du Pont and Delaware's 
African~American Schools 

The early 20th century in America, a period characterized by 
nationwide social reform, is often referred to as the Progressive Era. 
During this period, more and more people recognized that education 
was the best guarantee of economic success for young people. 
Delaware's educators were eager to reform their schools, which were 
often old, too small, and in very poor condition. In fact, according to a 
1915 federal study of the quality of education in the states, Delaware 
ranked in 39th place out of the then 48 states. Reforms were interrupted 
by the country's involvement in World War I, but in 1919 Delaware 
adopted a new school code. Among other changes, the code established 
that schools for African Americans would receive some of the money 
collected from white taxpayers. The new school code also supported 
the rebuilding of schools for white students. There was no provision for 
rebuilding schools for African-American children, however. Concerned 
about the condition of education in Delaware, philanthropist Pierre 
Samuel du Pont decided to help pay to have schools in the state rebuilt. 

Pierre Samuel du Pont was a member of the family that established the 
Du Pont Company in the early 19th century in Wilmington, Delaware. 
Located on the banks of the Brandywine River, which powered mills 
that manufactured gun powder, the company became a world leader in 
the explosives industry. In 1919, du Pont resigned as president of the 
family business and began devoting much of his time to the cause of 
education, including serving on the State Board of Education. Using his 
own money, du Pont established a two-million dollar trust fund for 
remodeling existing school buildings and constructing new ones in 
Delaware. He designated a substantial amount of that money to build 
new schools for African-American children. 

According to Delaware's new school code, African-American children 
were subject to mandatory attendance laws requiring all children under 
age 14 to attend school during the 180-day school year. It was 
demonstrated through a survey of the place of residence of every 
African-American child in Delaware that many of the existing schools 
were inconveniently located. Establishing several, small, single-teacher 
schools close to centers of population was considered the best solution 
to address scattered populations and low attendance records. This also 
would help address the concerns of parents who depended on their 
children's labor for economic support. 

Between 1919 and 1928 du Pont personally financed the construction 
of more than 80 schools for African Americans. By 1938, after many of 
the schools for whites and all the schools for African Americans had 
been rebuilt, Delaware had advanced to eighth place out of the 48 states 
in terms of the quality of its public education system. In 1926, when 
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asked by the editor of Afro-American Magazine why he had funded 
these schools, du Pont replied: 

If the Delaware experiment proves satisfactory, which I am 
sure it will, it will be a great incentive to go ahead more 
quickly in other States .... The progress of Delaware schools 
will bear watching, for on their success must hang the fate 
of Negro public school education in the United States for 

many years. 1 

1Pierre S. du Pont to Carl Murphy, March 1, 1926, Pierre S. du Pont Papers, 
Longwood Manuscripts, Group 10, Series A, File 712, Box 3 (Hagley Museum and 
Library, Wilmington, Delaware). 

1. What were some of the provisions of the 1919 Delaware school 
code? 

2. How did Delaware officials plan to deal with scattered population 
and low attendance at African-American schools? Do you think this 
was a reasonable solution? Why or why not? 

3. Who was Pierre Samuel du Pont and why did he undertake what he 
called the "Delaware experiment"? Can the benefits of du Pont's gift be 
measured? If so, how? 

Reading I was adaptedfi·om Susan Brizzolara Wojcik, "Iron Hill School Number 
J 12C," (New Castle County, Delaware) National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form, Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, 1995; and from 
the Papers of Pierre Samuel du Pont (Courtesy of Hagley Museum and Libra,y). 

Continue 
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Reading 2: Progressive School Architecture 

A popular belief of the Progressive Era, and one shared by Pierre 
Samuel du Pont, was that a well-designed school building improved the 
overall quality of education received by students. Therefore, du Pont 
wanted to hire the best architect possible for the important work of 
improving Delaware's education system. He believed that "a school is a 
highly specialized type ofbuilding," and "experimenting with an 
architect who is not familiar with the latest ideas on school 
administration, design and construction is likely to prove very costly. "2 

To accomplish his goals, he hired James Oscar Betelle, a nationally
known architect of schools. 

In 1920, Betelle wrote an essay entitled "New School Buildings, State 
of Delaware." In the article he described progressive architecture as a 
way to create better classrooms so that children would receive a better 
education. Betelle explained: • 

The school building program now in progress throughout 
the State of Delaware is at once the most interesting and 
probably the most important that has ever been undertaken 
by any State ... nearly all of the school buildings are 
obsolete and in many cases a menace to the health and 
safety of the children ... .It is therefore possible to wipe the 
slate clean and make a new start. This means that the State 
will now have what almost amounts to an entirely new 
school building equipment, located and constructed along 
most modern lines. The more progressive citizens of the 
State have long realized that the course of studies and the 
buildings in which these studies were being taught did not 
measure up to modern educational requirements .... 

There will necessarily be a number of very small schools 
for the colored children, as the colored population in 
Delaware is scattered in small communities. The colored 
children will have schools of their own, but there will be 
no difference in design or construction between the 
buildings for white children and the buildings for the 
colored children .... 

The small rural school is not as simple a problem as it 
might at first glance seem .... From the standpoint of first 
cost it was possible with the funds available to place the 
very best systems of heating, running water for drinking 
purposes, and the installation of water closets. It was not 
this first cost, however, that was the deciding factor, but 
the attention and expense that was necessary for proper 
maintenance after the systems had been installed .... After 
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much consideration and investigation it was decided to 
install chemical toilet fixtures to be reached through the 
coat rooms inside the small buildings. For the water supply 
system it was further decided to install a hand pump·over a 
sink in the work room ... For heating, a jacketed stove 
located in an alcove or a furnace placed in a small room 
outside of the class room was decided upon. It is realized 
that the jacketed stove will heat and ventilate the class 
room with considerably less coal than the furnace .... A 
stove in the class room with the attending noise, confusion 
and dust caused by the putting on of coal and the removal 
of ashes is very much of a handicap to good instruction 
work. ... 

The community use of these small schools has always been 
kept in mind. The class rooms will be fitted with movable 
desks which can be placed around the walls and the center 
of the room thus left clear for community meetings or 
dances .... 

Everything possible will be done to construct the building 
in such a way that the maintenance cost can be kept down 
to the minimum, and when completed, the school will be 
finished in every way, including the landscape work, 
walks, drives, etc. 

Page 2 of 3 

Betelle made some very specific recommendations regarding classroom 
size and design, which followed national standards of the period. The 
recommended size for a classroom for 40 students was approximately 
24 feet wide by 32 feet long. Natural light was considered one of the 
most important factors for a new school. The standards called for the 
natural light source to be unilateral (meaning one-sided), and to come 
from the pupils' left side as they sat in their chairs facing the teacher in 
the front of the classroom. The light would be provided by a bank of 
windows filling the wall and rising almost to the ceiling. To avoid too 
much light and glare at the front of the classroom, the windows would 
stop at least seven feet from the comer with the front wall. The 
building would be placed on its lot so that the light would not come 
through the bank of windows directly from the north or south. 
Furthermore, every room would have a closet for the storage of books 
and supplies. The blackboards would hang at the front of the room and 
on the wall opposite the windows. Seats would be moveable and 
adjustable. Room would be provided to hang hats and coats. The 
recommendations also specified play equipment, and a place to prepare 
hot lunches. 

2Pierre S. du Pont to Board of Education, October 15, 1932, Pierre S. du Pont Papers, 
Longwood Manuscripts, Group 10, Series A, File 712, Box 5 (Hagley Museum and 
Library, Wilmington, Delaware). 
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1. Why did du Pont want to hire a nationally-known architect of 
schools? 

Page 3 of 3 

2. Why was it necessary to provide several small schools for African 
Americans rather than fewer, larger schools? 

3. Why did Betelle decide not to recommend that the very best systems 
of heating, running water, and toilets be installed? 

4. Betelle wrote that "the community use of these small schools has 
always been kept in mind." What community functions could the 
building serve? Is your school also used for community purposes? If 
so, what are they? 

5. What are some of the features and furnishings of progressive 
architecture described in the reading? Why do you think these features 
were considered progressive at the time? 

Reading 2 was adapted.from James Oscar Betelle, "New School Buildings, State of 
Delaware, " American Architect 117 (June 1920): 751-788; James Oscar Betelle, 
"Architectural Styles as Applied to School Buildings, " The American School Board 
Journal 58 (April 1919): 75-76; and two reports containing the standards/or 
progressive schools, George D. Strayer, NL. Engelhardt, and F. W. Hart, General 
Report on School Buildings and Grounds of Delaware (Wilmington, Delaware: 
Service Citizens of Delaware, /919); and Report and Recommendations on Certain 
School Buildings in Delaware (Wilmington, Delaware: Service Citizens of Delaware, 
1919). 

Continue 





CHRISTINA COLORED SCHOOL STANTON ROAD 

This is a one and one half story no basement, frame clapboard 
one room building , peaked wood shingle roof , interior finish , wood 
lath and plaster side walls and ceiling, wood floors, trim and doors, 
heat is furnished by a drum stove; desks and chairs not attached. 

Total cubic feet 
Cube factor .216 • 
Depreciation 15~ 

Estimated Value 

Call 

31,366 
$6,775.00 
1,016.26 

$5,758.74 

$5 , 750 . 00 

297 
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Katelyn Fair (left) of the Delaware Public Archives unveils a state historical marker at Christiana's former school for African 
American children, to the applause of village residents Theresa Warren (center) and Mabel Cole . 

• 
s rene 

o save o 
DELAWARE BACKSTORY 
ROBIN BROWN 

About two dozen folks gathered on a 
recent Sunday at Christiana Public 
School 111-C on North Old Baltimore 
Pike for an occasion of historic signif
icance in the village where I grew up 
and live. 

A state historical marker - spon
sored by Sen. Karen Peterson and Rep. 

Mike Barbieri - was unveiled at the old school, one of 
few left from a statewide network philanthropist 
Pierre S. du Pont built for African-American children 
during segi~egation. 

The "C" in the school name stood for "Colored." 
Schools in the system later were closed, before and 

during integration, this one was given to a group of 
villagers who formed the "Christiana Community 
Center" group. 

As a kid, I went to sock hops there. As an adult, I 
inherited my parents' membership in the group -
always about community and never about color, like 
village life in general. 

But as kids my age grew up and moved away, and 
many of those first involved in the center passed 
away, the building stood vacant. 

In 1990, a fire nearly destroyed it. 
And what was left would have been lost if not for 

Lavenia Neal Cole. He1~ family originally donated the 
land for the school site and she was among the be
loved village elders who were proud alumni. 

She looked out her window every day on the 
charred 1~emains until the heartache made her act. 

She asked at church one Sunday if anyone wanted 
to try to save the school. She pulled together a group, 
mainly alumni, who held barbecues and bake sales 
over the years to raise funds for repairs. 

There were a few grants and some work got done, 
but there never was enough to finish the job. 

Cole recruited civil rights and community leader 
Littleton P. Mitchell, one of my parents' best friends, 
to spearhead a new effort to save the place - but 
both passed away. 

For years, there was no progress. 
But a small group has restarted Cole's effort. 
Not long ago, group member Mabel Cole, Lave-

nia's daughter-in-law, contacted Peterson about the 
idea of the historical marker. 

Peterson admitted, "My fu~st reaction was 'No,' 
because I don't think we should be reminded of a 
shameful past." 

On second thought, Peterson - who later rec1~uit
ed Barbieri to split the cost - said the school and 
marker should "serve as a constant reminder ... 
[that] we never want to go back to the days of sep
arate, because this was not equal." 

Katelyn Fair of the Delaware Public Archives, 
who unveiled the marker, said many "du Pont 
schools" have been lost. 

Another marker is being processed for the site of 
the Milton school, she said but it "deteriorated so 
badly it had to be razed." 

Peterson said she and Barbieri "also pledge to 
help to do whatever we can to get the community 
center up and running." 

Many at the ce1~emony - including Lavenia Neal 
Cole's sister Mary Neal Cale and nephew James 
Neal- said "Miss Lavenia" would have been proud. 

Those of us who were proud to know her certain
ly hope so. 

Do you have a Delaware Backstory? Tell robin brown at (302) 324-2856, 
rbrown@delawareonline.com, on Facebook, via Twitter @rbrowndelaware 
or The News Journal, Box 15505, Wilmington, DE 19850. 
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CHRISTIAN.A NO, 111-C ( 19 18 ) 

cHJUSTIANl\. "NO• 1 i 1-C (1920) 







Name: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Location: Vicinity of Christiana, New castle County, Del 

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Dat~: June, 1979 
Location of Negative: Div. of Historical & .Cultural Affairs,, 

B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
DJecript ion: 3/4 view of facade; looking 110rth 

llhotograph Number: . ; ... 1 of 9 AUG l 3 lff/fJ . 





Naine: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Location:Vicinity of Christiana, New castle County, Del. 

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Date: Jwie, 1979 _ 
Location of Negat1.verDiv. of Historical & CUltural Affairs, 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
lescriptlon: facade; looking east 

Ftlotograph Number: 2 of 9 

t)o£, 
OCT I 8 l979 





Name: Public School No. 111-C ·(N-5258) 

Location: Vicinity of Chris:t.iana, New Castle Couny, Delawar• 

lhoto~rapher: Dean E. Nelson 
Date: June,· 1979 
Lecatton of Negative:Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, 
B/A&HP·, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
De•cription: 3/4 view of facade; looking south, furnace 

room in foreground. 

Pftotograph Number: 3 of 9· 

l)oe 

OCT l 8 1979 





lJue: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Location: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del. 

:1hotographer: Dean E. Nelson 
lat•: June, 1979 
Leca.t1en ef Negat1ve:Div. of Historical & cultural Affairs, ' 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
~eaer1Jtion: 3/4 view of rear elevation; looking southwest. 

Ph~tograph _Number: 

~t 
4 of 9 AUG 1 3 19,q· 

OCT l 8 1979 





)tame: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Location: Vicinity o~ Christiana, New castle County, Del 

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Date: June, 1979 
Loae.tion of:Negativ~:Div. of Historical & cultural Affairs, 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
D••eription: Rear elevation; looking west; note heavy 

horizontal planking exposed where weather
board is missing. 

P1'otograph Number: 5 of g 

OCT. 1i'1fg 





Haae: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Lecat1on: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del. 

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Date: June, 1979 
Loc&tion of ffegative: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, 
B/A&HP, Hall of :Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
n .. er1:,t1en: detail of facade entrance. 

Phot~n.ph :i~ber: 6 of 9 
AUG 1 3 197' 

.OiC,, 
OCT l 8 1979 





iase: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Locatien: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del. 

l'tlotographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Date: June, 1979 
Lecation of Negative: Div. of Historical & cultural Affairs , 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
1Ncr1pt1on: bookshelves in foyer 

Phot~ph Number: 7 of 9 
AUG 13 ~.n~' /!)Oe,, ~u 7' 

OCT I 8 1979 





Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

llOC•t1on: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del. 

Pt>.tographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Date: June, 1979 
I.ecat10n ef !QCative,;1 Div. of Historici!H & cultural Affairs , 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
DeBer1pt1en., Colonial Revival supply closet in northeast 
corner of classroom. 

Photograph lumbe~! 8 of 9 

/)t>[,. 

OCT I 8 1979 

AUG 13 197' 





leae~ Public School No. 111-C (N-5258) 

Looat1on: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle ,•.County , · Del. 

ftotographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Dat&: June, 1979 
Location ot ffegat1ve: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, 
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901 
Daer1,t111W Detail'" of coat room. 

~:,tl Iumber: 9 of 9 
£J~t:, 

OCT 1 8 1979 
AUG 13 tm' 
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