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eristiana Pike jush north of whe Vilirps of ewistiana; Wte elay ereek dr New
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"The community use of these sma/l schools have always been kept in mind. In the
isolated communities the church is usually near the school, and it is conteii5)lated

that these two elements of public welfare work will very closely cooperate. The

class rooms will be fitted with movable desks which can be placed around the walls

and the center of the room thus left clear for community meetings or dances.

Additional chairs are kept in a convenient store closet and can be brought out euid

used for community lectures, entertainments, etc. The work room can be used not

only for the instruction of pupils, but is av2iilable as additional seating space

for meetings, for the serving of refreshments at entertainments or dances, and for

adult instruction in sewing, canning and cooking in the summer months or dviring evenings.

The materials to be used in these buildings wvill be clapboards, or brick veneer

on a frame structure. The roofs wvill be of shingles or slate. A paved space wvill
be provided on the outside, adjoining the building, so that the children will always
have a dry placed for outdoor play during all periods of the year. A number of
different types of these schools will be built. This is necessary on account of
the different locations of the building sites and their exposure to different points
of coinpass. Everything possible will be done to construct the bviilding in such a
way that the medntenance cost can be kept down to the minimum, and when completed
the school will be finished in every way."

Public School Number 111-C is presently unoccupied. There are several local groups which

are actively purusing the possibility of rehabilitating the property for use as a commvinity
center and museum.

uH-.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Public School Number 111-C is significant' to the educational heritage of Delaware as a
well preserved example of the Black schools built in the 1920's by progressive philan-
thropist Pierre S. du Pont, Ill. Largely through his efforts and generosity the State
of Delaware was able to enaugurate one of the most ambitious and successful school
building programs in America.

In an article for the magazine American Architect, June 16, 1920, entitled, "New School
Buildings, State of Delaware,” architect James O. Betelle presented an excellent
summation of du Pont's program to iirprove Delaware's educational system. Betelle

was a partner in the architectural firm of Guilbert and Betelle, of Trenton, New Jersey,
who produced the plans and specifications for most of the schools built by the du Pont
fund. Betelle pointed out that the most progressive citizen of the state had long
realized the education facilties of Delaware were grossly inadequate. Most of the
buildings were fifty to one hundred or more years old, obsolete, and a menance to the
health and safety of the children. A survey of existing school buildings was con-
ducted by an organization known as the Service Citizens of Delaware and the results
published in 1919 in a book entitled General Report on School Buildings cuid Grounds

of Delaware. The report included a set of "Standards and Rules" for school construction
and recommended that they be strictly followed by architects designing future Delaware
public schools.

Pierre S. du Pont made a gift of over $2,500,000 for the construction of new schools for
all Delaware school children. This fund was administered by the Delaware School Auxiliary
Association, created for this purpose, and directed by Dr. Joseph H. Odell, also director
of the Service Citizens of Delaware. Dr. Odell summarized P.S. du Pont's premiere role in
the project:

R The man who had made 40 per cent of the explosive that burst along
400 miles of trenches in Europe now turned his attention almost exclusively
to the improvement of educational conditions in Delaware. He worked chiefly
through the Service Citizens and called in the aid of the most esqierienced
educationalists of America in meeting the problems as they arose. The conditions
of public school property, which were ascertained by an exhaustive survey, led
Mr.,dU'Pm!jt to set aside %2,669, 00 for the rebuilding of school houses,
nineJ\6hoiSand of this amoTmt to be used In building rtral colored schools.
Greater than his gift of money has been his gift of himself. Delaware has
had the privilege of seeing its richest and most influential citizen pass
his buisness responsibilities on to others, foregoing the pleasures of
leisure, society, travel, and spending his time and strength in going frcan
place to place in the State, ejgiounding the New School Code, conferring with
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The following is from New Castle County Deed Record H-85 p. 281. "BEGINNING at a point
in the center of the public road leading from Christiana to Wilmington at a comer of land
now or formerly of William Hcince; thence with said Nance's land south sixty-five degrees
and forty-eight minutes east three hxmdred thirty feet to a post; thence still with sedd
Nance's land south sixty-four degrees ten minutes east eighteen feet to a point; thence
by a new line dividing this from other lands of William T. Neal, north fifteen degrees

forty—five minutes east two hundred sixty-three feet and five—tenths of a foot to a point
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"Eewind Prhavane! Thme: Janury 31, 1837
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ONE TEACHER SCHOOL

State of Delaware”" in The American Architect, Jvine, 1920. The author was

New Jersey, who designed the du Pont fund schools. Public School No.
111-C in Christiana was built according to the above pictured plan, varying
slightly in that it lacked the cupola and substituted a gambrel roof.
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Name: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258)

Location: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson

Date: June, 1979
Location of Negative: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,

B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901
Description: 3/4 view of facade; looking morth

Photograph Number: 1 of 9 ARUG 5 . 0
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Name: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258)

Location: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del.

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson

Date: June, 1979

Location of Necative:Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901
Bescription: facade; looking east

Photograph Number: 2 of 9
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Name: Public School No. 111-C {N-5258)

Location: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle Couny, Delawart

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson

Date: June, 1979

Lecation of Negative:Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,

B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901

Description: 3/4 view of facade; looking south, furnace
room in foreground.

Photograph Number: 3 of 9
AUG 13 15,9






Name: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258)

Location: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del.

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson

DPate: June, 1979

Location of Negative:Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901
beseription: 3/4 view of rear elevation; looking southwest.

Photograph Number: 4 of 9 AUG - 3 /9
oe
gel 18 12y






Name: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258)

Location: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson

Date: June, 1979

Location of Negative: piv. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,

B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901

Description: Rear elevation; looking west; note heavy
horizontal planking exposed where weather-
board is missing.

Photograph Number: 5 of 9 AUG 13 1979
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Name: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258)

Lecation: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del.

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson

Date: June, 1979

Location of Negative: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,
B/As&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901

Dessriptien: detail of facade entrance.
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Photograph Mumber: ¢ of 9 ue 1979
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¥age: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258)

Locatien: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del.

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson
Date: June, 1979
Lecaticn of Negative: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,

B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901
Deecription: bookshelves in foyer
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Negp: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258)

Locetion: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del.

Phetographer; Dean E. Nelson
Date: June, 1979

Lecation of Negativey Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901

Deseriptien:t Colonial Revival supply closet in northeast
corner of classroom.

Photograph ¥umber=: 8 of 9 AUG 13 57
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Neme:z Public School No. 111-C (N-5258)

Looation: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle.County, Del.

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson

Date: June, 1979
Location of Negative: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,

B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901
Demeription: petail of coat room.

Photagrepd Number: 9 of 9 .
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STATE OF DELAWARE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS
HALL OF RECORDS « DOVER = 19901

BUREAU OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND (302) 678-5314
HISTORIC PRESERVATION

August 8, 1979

Mr. Charles Herrington

Acting Keeper of the National Register
Office of Archaeology and Historic
Preservation

Heritage Conservation and Recreation
Service

Departinent of the Interior

Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Mr. Herrington:

I enclose forms nominating the "Carlton David Pepper Farm,"” "Public School
Number 111-C," and the "John Leweden House" to the National Register of
Historic Places.

If you have any questions regarding these nominations, please call Deem E.
Nelson, Historian at the above number.

Sincerely yours.

Daniel R. Griffith
Bureau Chief/Deputy State
Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosures
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An African-American One-Room School--Reading 1 Page 1 of 2

Determining the Facts

Reading 1: Pierre Samuel du Pont and Delaware’s
African-American Schools

The early 20th century in America, a period characterized by
nationwide social reform, is often referred to as the Progressive Era.
During this period, more and more people recognized that education
was the best guarantee of economic success for young people.
Delaware's educators were eager to reform their schools, which were
often old, too small, and in very poor condition. In fact, according to a
1915 federal study of the quality of education in the states, Delaware
ranked in 39th place out of the then 48 states. Reforms were interrupted
by the country's involvement in World War I, but in 1919 Delaware
adopted a new school code. Among other changes, the code established
that schools for African Americans would receive some of the money
collected from white taxpayers. The new school code also supported
the rebuilding of schools for white students. There was no provision for
rebuilding schools for African-Ainerican children, however. Concerned
about the condition of education in Delaware, philanthropist Pierre
Samuel du Pont decided to help pay to have schools in the state rebuilt.

Pierre Samuel du Pont was a member of the family that established the
Du Pont Company in the early 19th century in Wilmington, Delaware.
Located on the banks of the Brandywine River, which powered mills
that manufactured gun powder, the company became a world leader in
the explosives industry. In 1919, du Pont resigned as president of the
family business and began devoting much of his time to the cause of
education, including serving on the State Board of Education. Using his
own money, du Pont established a two-million dollar trust fund for
remodeling existing school buildings and constructing new ones in
Delaware. He designated a substantial amount of that money to build
new schools for African-American children.

According to Delaware's new school code, African-American children
were subject to mandatory attendance laws requiring all children under
age 14 to attend school during the 180-day school year. It was
demonstrated through a survey of the place of residence of every
African-American child in Delaware that many of the existing schools
were inconveniently located. Establishing several, small, single-teacher
schools close to centers of population was considered the best solution
to address scattered populations and low attendance records. This also
would help address the concems of parents who depended on their
children's labor for economic support.

Between 1919 and 1928 du Pont personally financed the construction
of more than 80 schools for African Americans. By 1938, after many of
the schools for whites and all the schools for African Americans had
been rebuilt, Delaware had advanced to eighth place out of the 48 states
in terms of the quality of its public education system. In 1926, when
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asked by the editor of Afro-American Magazine why he had funded
these schools, du Pont replied:

If the Delaware experiment proves satisfactory, which I am
sure it will, it will be a great incentive to go ahead more
quickly in other States....The progress of Delaware schools
will bear watching, for on their success must hang the fate
of Negro public school education in the United States for

many years.'

'Pierre S. du Pont to Carl Murphy, March 1, 1926, Pierre S. du Pont Papers,
Longwood Manuscripts, Group 10, Series A, File 712, Box 3 (Hagley Museum and
Library, Wilmington, Delaware).

1. What were some of the provisions of the 1919 Delaware school
code?

2. How did Delaware officials plan to deal with scattered population
and low attendance at African-American schools? Do you think this
was a reasonable solution? Why or why not?

3. Who was Pierre Samuel du Pont and why did he undertake what he
called the "Delaware experiment"? Can the benefits of du Pont's gift be
measured? If so, how?

Reading 1 was adapted from Susan Brizzolara Wojcik, "Iron Hill School Number
112C," (New Castle County, Delaware) National Register of Historic Places
Regisiration Form, Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, 1995; and from
the Papers of Pierre Samuel du Pont (Courtesy of Hagley Museum and Library).
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Determining the Facts

Reading 2: Progressive School Architecture

A popular belief of the Progressive Era, and one shared by Pierre
Samuel du Pont, was that a well-designed school building improved the
overall quality of education received by students. Therefore, du Pont
wanted to hire the best architect possible for the important work of
improving Delaware's education system. He believed that "a school is a
highly specialized type of building," and "experimenting with an
architect who is not familiar with the latest ideas on school
administration, design and construction is likely to prove very costly.
To accomplish his goals, he hired James Oscar Betelle, a nationally-
known architect of schools.

L

In 1920, Betelle wrote an essay entitled "New School Buildings, State
of Delaware." In the article he described progressive architecture as a

way to create better classrooms so that children would receive a better
education. Betelle explained:

The school building program now in progress throughout
the State of Delaware is at once the most interesting and
probably the most important that has ever been undertaken
by any State...nearly all of the school buildings are
obsolete and in many cases a menace to the health and
safety of the children....Tt is therefore possible to wipe the
slate clean and make a new start. This means that the State
will now have what almost amounts to an entirely new
school building equipment, located and constructed along
most modern lines. The more progressive citizens of the
State have long realized that the course of studies and the
buildings in which these studies were being taught did not
measure up to modern educational requirements....

There will necessarily be a number of very small schools
for the colored children, as the colored population in
Delaware is scattered in small communities. The colored
children will have schools of their own, but there will be
no difference in design or construction between the
buildings for white children and the buildings for the
colored children....

The small rural school is not as simple a problem as it
might at first glance seem....From the standpoint of first
cost it was possible with the funds available to place the
very best systems of heating, running water for drinking
purposes, and the installation of water closets. It was not
this first cost, however, that was the deciding factor, but
the attention and expense that was necessary for proper
maintenance after the systems had been installed....After
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much consideration and investigation it was decided to
install chemical toilet fixtures to be reached through the
coat rooms inside the sinall buildings. For the water supply
system it was further decided to install a hand pump’over a
sink in the work rooin...For heating, a jacketed stove
located in an alcove or a furnace placed in a small room
outside of the class room was decided upon. It is realized
that the jacketed stove will heat and ventilate the class
room with considerably less coal than the furnace....A
stove in the class room with the attending noise, confusion
and dust caused by the putting on of coal and the removal
of ashes is very much of a handicap to good instruction
work. ...

The community use of these small schools has always been
kept in mind. The class rooms will be fitted with movable
desks which can be placed around the walls and the center
of the room thus left clear for community meetings or
dances....

Everything possible will be done to construct the building
in such a way that the maintenance cost can be kept down
to the minimum, and when completed, the school will be
finished in every way, including the landscape work,
walks, drives, etc.

Betelle made some very specific recommendations regarding classroom
size and design, which followed national standards of the period. The
recommended size for a classroom for 40 students was approximately
24 feet wide by 32 feet long. Natural light was considered one of the
most important factors for a new school. The standards called for the
natural light source to be unilateral (meaning one-sided), and to come
from the pupils' left side as they sat in their chairs facing the teacher in
the front of the classroom. The light would be provided by a bank of
windows filling the wall and rising almost to the ceiling. To avoid too
much light and glare at the front of the classroom, the windows would
stop at least seven feet from the corner with the front wall. The
building would be placed on its lot so that the light would not come
through the bank of windows directly from the north or south.
Furthermore, every room would have a closet for the storage of books
and supplies. The blackboards would hang at the front of the room and
on the wall opposite the windows. Seats would be moveable and
adjustable. Room would be provided to hang hats and coats. The
recommendations also specified play equipment, and a place to prepare
hot lunches.

“Pierre S. du Pont to Board of Education, October 15, 1932, Pierre S. du Pont Papers,
Longwood Manuscripts, Group 10, Series A, File 712, Box 5 (Hagley Museum and
Library, Wilmington, Delaware).
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1. Why did du Pont want to hire a nationally-known architect of
schools?

2. Why was it necessary to provide several small schools for African
Americans rather than fewer, larger schools?

3. Why did Betelle decide not to recommend that the very best systems
of heating, running water, and toilets be installed?

4. Betelle wrote that "the community use of these small schools has
always been kept in mind." What community functions could the
building serve? Is your school also used for community purposes? If
so, what are they?

5. What are some of the features and furnishings of progressive
architecture described in the reading? Why do you think these features
were considered progressive at the time?

Reading 2 was adapted from James Oscar Betelle, "New School Buildings, State of
Delaware, " American Architect /17 (fune 1920); 751-788; James Oscar Betelle,
"Architectural Styles as Applied to School Buildings, " The American School Board
Journal 58 (April 1919): 73-76; and two reports containing the standards for
progressive schools, George D. Strayer, N.L. Engelhardt, and F.W. Hart, General
Report on School Buildings and Grounds of Delaware (Wilmington, Delaware:
Service Citizens of Delaware, 1919); and Report and Recommendations on Certain
School Buildings in Delaware (Wilmington, Delaware: Service Citizens of Delaware,
1919).






























Nane: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258)

Location:; Viginity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del

Fhotographer: Dean E. Nelson

Date: June, 1979
Location of Negative: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,

B/ASHP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901
Description: 3/4 view of facade; locking morth
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Name: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258)

Location: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del.

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson
Date: June, 1979
Location of Negative:Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,

B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901
Pescription: facade; looking east

Photograph Number: 2 of 9
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Name: Public School No. 111-C {K-5258)

Location: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle Couny, Delawars

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson

Date: June, 1979

Loca.t-ion.of Negative: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,

B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901

Description: 3/4 view of facade; looking south, furnace
room in foreground.

Photograph Number: 3 of 9
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Name: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258)

Location: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del.

Photographer: Dean E. Helson
Pate: June, 1979
Lecatien of Negative:Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,

B/Aii.HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901
Pegeription: 3/4 view of rear elevation; looking southwest. .

Photograph Number: 4 of 9 AUG 13 1979
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MName: Public School No. 111-C (N-5258)

Location: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson

Date: June, 1979 '

Losation of Negative:piv. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,

B/AGHP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901

Daseription: Rear elevation; looking west; note heavy
horizontal planking exposed where weather-
board is missing.
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Name: Public School No. 111-C {N-5258)

Lecetion: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del.

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson

Date: June, 1979

Location of Negative: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,
B/AEHP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901

Deseriptien: detail of facade entrance.
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Locatien: Vicinity of Christiana, New Castle County, Del.

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson

Date: June, 1979
Lecation of Negative: Piv. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,

B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901
Description: bookshelves in foyer
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Phetographer: Dean E. Nelson
Dmte: June, 1979

Lecation of Negativey Div. of Historical®& Cultural Affairs,
B/A&HP, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901
Deseriptien: Colonial Revival supply closet in northeast

corner of classroom.
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Date: June, 1979
loocation of Negative: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,
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