
K~£!N!!,1tt1~;~//~! 
/1/1111r~1 , (;~/11(,·I yf✓ ?/IN/ r·. ,p/..4,,, t/N(l/,;, di( t';///;(· J 

(./ ,, ,I', /., , ) t. ,:,·.fl' . "' 

·t.l'Kl county of New-CJ,ftle a;e held an<} firmly bound unto th. e Delaware Stale in 
the Sumof , -¼ r u /; 111 un rd f1 PV, 11 "'-1 - current Money of the 

faid State; unto which Payment well and trnly to be made unto the faid State, We 
do bind curfelves, our Heirs, Executors and Adminillrators, firmly by thefe prefents. 

, . Sealed with our Seals, and dated at New-CaO:le in New-Caftle County aforelaid, this 
'/JI r / 1 I//[ Day of ~ / /,,r Ii'/; . , in the Year of our Lord, One Thoufand Seven 

Hundred and/11 · 1 
'/I I/I I' /-f/· . . . 

'THE Condition of this Obligation is 
fuch, That if the above bounded X/ , , .1 1 · 

Lrfcu11111/t 11p.•11. lt'/1, 
,/ 

Adminiftrat J' t,_;. · of all and finguiar the Goods and Chattels, Rigqts and . 
Credits of '(iktl!/4.J 1 /;,<1 j 01,11 l::i-h /tft1aJ11JtN•on- -/'lftlN"tdd 

__ .. . _ .. . _ _ ,, . ,. 7 · , . . deceafed, do make, 
or caufe to be made, a true nnd perfeet Inventory of all and fingula,r the faid_ Goods • 
and Chattels, Rights and Credits, of the faid deceafed, which have or fhall come to the 
Hands, Poffeffion or Know!ctlge of the faid .Jf';i-1✓ 11,?h ~v-t:::;1;;11,1,n • • -
or unto the Hands oitPolTefiiori of any perfon or perfons, for "It f' l. - - - -
~nd the fame fo m~de ao exhibit, o: caufe to ;be exhibited,, .~to the Regifter's Offi~e 
of the county of New.Caftle aforef11;1d, at or before the , ~ i'f le.tit /21 , aa y of 
1/ 0 1 r / .I l- I-rs 1 - . next enfuing the date liereof, and the fame Good& 
a:id Chattels, Rights and Credits, of the faid deceafed, at the time of /to death ; or 
~l;lcb at any time ,fter fhall come io the Haitdg or ~offeffion of the afor.efaid •. · -
, -1/ f't J / 1 1 ,r ,~ ,/l I' I/ t I t t ,'II , - - or 111:to the H,ands .or the Poffeffion 
cf :my other perfon or perfons, for /1/' i · , . do well a:nd truly adminifter 

~ •c.:ording to Law; an:d further do make, or caufe to he made, a true and juft Account 
e;f. A f , --=------------- Adminiftration, at or before the 

, ' / / lr.t I' h1 , - . · • <lay of ,. //,,.., N ,ft , . · which iball fall in the 
'YC;'uofourLordonethoufandfevenhundreda_nd J1r1.,rl¥' ,•,1,r •· - andall 
the Re:l: and R.-,fidue of the faid Goods and Chattels, Rights fod Credits,'_which ihall 
be found rem,,ining upon the faid Adminiftratti r .1 Account, the fame being firft exa
mined and allowed ofhy the Orphans Court of New-Caftle County aforcfaid, iliall 
tleliver and pay unto filch perfon or pcrfons refpcl\:ively, as the faid Orphans Court, 
ly their Decree or Sentence, . . fhall limit 
2.nd appoint. And ifit fhall hereafter appear, that an·y laA: Will and Teftament was 
made by the Deceafed, and the Exerntor or Executon therein named do exhibit the 
f-ime in the Rcgiller's Office, making rcqueft to have it allowed and approved accord• 
i,,gly · if the faid 1 ,. · 

' ~vj'fi,','/1?.~ rtt•/•Ot./f'/t --

within ~o~mde;1, being thcre1:nto required, do forrend~ and dcli-rer ti~!¥; fa_id Letters 
of Adm1ntfb:at1on (Approbation offud'i Tefl:ament bemg fir!l: -h~madc m the Rc
giA:er's OJ:fi:::::) then this Obligation to be void, a.r.d of none effefr, or elfo remain in 
full Force and Virtue. // ✓ I!,)/, k.v'" 'i 

,ft"ct //.II a1'-/ lt'lfi,II ,:~j;:{ L/ 
$iJ11ed, Sealed and Delivered i11 _ . \.(U • 

,,( the p~~•e°f_, .d O)_ f 11 ~ ~~>uuf,~ Luc;W.., .. ',.c;~,- µ, i,,. 
~J //,,';,'.. ; :I/ /t,,.,. z:!_,Uf1 '/ / \ 7 ; . c\.· -;_'f ~. 

/ / : VI'/ ·phn IJ.:_ .. '"~i".,.. •;}_-./~.-Ir',;✓ t//tlJ•(t(f/tllj, , 4/ t\- t:l ( ,;J . -'}7 · ~/ .?~: . ... · .t.f ... ~(.::i;s .... ·.::.J.,-·-----
~-·--" 
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LOMBARDY HALL 

WILLIAM PENN GRANTED 986 ACRES ("NEW ARK') TO VALENTINE HOLLINGSWORTH 
CA 1750 ORIGINAL (NORTH) PART OF HOUSE BUil T 
1785 HOUSE AND 250 ACRES {THEN KNOWN AS "PISGAH") PURCHASED BY GUNNING 
BEDFORD, JR. 
1787-1793 SOUTH WING OF HOUSE ADDED 
JANUARY 16, 1793 DEED FROM HANNAH ROBINSON SIGNED 
1793 OCCUPIED BY GUNNING BEDFORD, JR., AND FAMILY 
JANUARY 10,1809 5 ACRES SOLD TO WILLIAM BIRD 
1812 PROPERTY OF GUNNING BEDFORD, JR., HEIRS 
JANUARY 25, 1817 ADVERTISED "TO BE LET" 
OCTOBER 12, 1833 ADVERTISED FOR SALE 
SEPTEMBER 20,1841 PURCHASED BY GUNNING BEDFORD HACKETT 
JUNE 14, 1847 REVERTED BACK TO HENRIETTA BEDFORD 
JANUARY 7, 1848 PURCHASED BY THOMAS P. WOLLASTON 
JUNE 30, 1853 PURCHASED BY ROBERT SMITH 
NOVEMBER 13, 1865 PURCHASED BY JAMES T. BIRD 
SEPTEMBER 25, 1886 PURCHASED BY HARRY H. JOl;-JNSON (206 ACRES) 
FEBRUARY 29, 1886 PURCHASED BY ADALINE L. NICHOLS (20 ACRES) 
FEBRUARY 21, 1889 LOMBARDY CEMETERY FORMED 
CA 1898-1918 RESIDENCE OF MR. CHARLES JONES, CEMETERY CARETAKER 
OCTOBER 21, 1911 PURCHASED BY HARRY EMMONS AT SHERIFF'S SALE 
SEPTEMBER 11, 1927 DELAWARE TRUST COMPANY TRUSTEE FOR ESTATE OF HARRY 
EMMONS 
1933-1962 RESIDENCE OF MR. CLARENCE PURSE 
JUNE 27, 1941 PURCHASED BY LOMBARDY CEMETERY COMPANY 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1967 PURCHASED BY GRANITE MASONIC HALL COMPANY 
JUNE 15, 1968 LOMBARDY HALL FOUNDATION CHARTERED AND RECONSTRUCTION 
STARTED 
DECEMBER 5, 1972 PLACED ON NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
1973-1974 ATTACHED GARAGE CONVERTED TO LODGE ROOM 
JUNE 20, 1976 FLAGPOLE DEDICATED 
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK PLAQUE RECEIVED 
1976 TIMBERLANE GARDEN CLUB CONTINUED LANDSCAPING GROUNDS 
1978 CREST CENTURY CLUB STARTED FURNISHING BALLROOM 
JUNE 5, 1981 GRAND LODGE OF DELAWARE 175TH ANNIVERSARY 
DECEMBER 7, 1984 FIRST LOMBARDY HALL OPEN HOUSE 
1984-1985 PARKING LOT DEVELOPED 
DECEMBER 7, 1986 FIRST ANNUAL OPEN CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 
LOMBARDY HALL FOUNDATION: CREST CENTURY CLUB 
DECEMBER 7, 1987 U. S. CONSTITUTION BICENTENNIAL OPEN HOUSE 
MARCH 1988 BASEMENT EXCAVATED FOR REFRESHMENT FACILITIES 
DECEMBER 1990 BEDFORD BEDROOM FURNISHED BY CREST CENTURY CLUB 
1990 LODGE ROOM REFURBISHED (CHAIRS, CARPET, ETC.) 
OCTOBER 9, 1993 CORINTHIAN LODGE NO. 20 & GRANITE LODGE NO. 34 
CONSOLIDATED 



-

Listed in National Register of 
Historic Places, December 5, 
1972; designated National 
Historic Landmark, 
December 2, 1974 
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In · 1711.Ji~t'IDJ1!&_!!$lfp,nli'"lr~.i.,WX"4J0ld."'i~acia.farLiwaruLl!izgah 
Troa Charles Robinson, a creat;.11'8ndson of1'the grantee oe. Williwa 
Jreriifla lw.inor"of Roci:luifs':'! ' On this fal"li' stood a small stone house 
<l@tina frotLlml or stu:irtiy,~befo:ro, It c:onsbtod of four rooms, two 
o~i. with a'rijht;side ·ontranco and a hallway connecting the 
front · and · roar doors. Bohind 11.' wa,11 · c:iupbollrd in "" rear room on 'the 
ground floor;thore reuins the lintel of an old doorway, which suggests 
that th~- interior originally lacked paneling. As for the severely 
plain exterior, Eberlein and Hubbard have noted that 11the absence of 
outside architectural 1111enities on a presua:ibly Georgian body is sug
gestive of a prevalent Quaker influence," 

' .... ,• ~· .y: ,:;_.~.J· i• >r.~~:s·. ' :~ ~ !;';;· ..• ,, .. ,· .-~ •. ~,-

~~~ ~«;Ylli.at(tti~ hJ!~a;.ln .. lti~, Jl!I1Mi.,n1 it Lombardy Hall. Although 
he' kept his town house at; 606 Market Stroct'in'Willllington (which is 
still ox~ant. ~~'.:draatt,~ally''aitcr~) ,. h~ rosidod at ~inbllrdy periodi
cally for: the reaainder of.his U.fo, · Ho offcctod one aajor change, 

~,::;i~!W1ct?!~t,:i1i's;!.!;~t:!P~vt§?~;:a::!L~i! ,~~d-
nranarwinc· ,iat:i~:roAstonoHn the 11W,£ord section11 was, skillfully lllltched 
to the older,portion, althou&h the location of the ori1inal south wall 
is evident f1:0ta tho vertical line of aortu in both the facade and in 
the fieldstone north wall.• The exterior dl■ensions of the house are 
30 by ,t6 feet, and the eriHre tract now coaprlses about l•l/2 acres. 

! • :.; 'P.fl"~;l . j ·., ' • \·;,,p (''(.' '. . t:, • '" . 

Since 1968' Lolllbardy Ha!ihu1'.been owned by the Loiibi.rdy Hall foundation, 
an•affiliate· of the' Wllllinatc,n Masonic Order, whose interest in 
Bedford steu: froa his havini beon; the flrst Grand Master of the 
Delaware Masons •. So fn. · the exterior has been re$tored to 11Uch the 
way: it looked in Bedford1s tille (except, of course. for the garage 
attac:hecLto• tho south slde). Chianeys haw been repliit'ed and seven 
now·fluos installed.• ·The slate roof has betn replacod, as have the 
front door,- a,at of the 3 over 9 windows-; and the shutters. 1110 modU
lions have boon restored. and two non-oriilnal windows of tho north wall 
filled in.·· The· south ·exterior nu and tho rear still require atton• 
tion, and the interior needs a areat deal of work, although tlie · 
orlgin&.li, ~chair .. rails, cornlce IIOldings, stairs1 banisters. and auch of 
the. paneltng are in Jood condition,· The windows of the ttRobinson 
section~• are ic.cessed in 18•inch walls at right angles, while ln 
Bedford's addition thoy are sot in wide-anahif panelod recesses, The 
door·to the·ballroot1 repeat, this 11Dtif. In the ballroo• there is 
also an Mu-style 1Nntol 1 delicately carved and shelved at oach end. 
The only llpificant interior alteration is"the addition of a bathroo■ 
off the second floor halt • .. 
A larse portico.and wini'With a ••pirate entrance, added around 1820, 
was ret10ved before the end'of'the 19th centuty, 111• garaae, datina 
fro. the l920s. is built out of stono rbcbvated froa a'dnt0llshcd barn 
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7. 0.1cription (pap 1) Loiibardy Hall (Gunnins Bodford House) 

. : . rHi J .. -_ • :>. ~ r. :. •:.. ... • ~-:·#.l·Y~.:~. · .~ .. '. ::. -.~ .. f {:;.. .,/,::>:.-::.~· ,< ~ .. \yt:.:; -:' :.: . ·_· .. :~: ·-
ancl cmi.•1• ho\iu~: . ,Tti■;)•<i•l:filY.)~11 ~o:u,M,•tion plw ei thei: to 
reaove it entirely r or keep it: u, a aeetina.hall with the 'tOOfline 
s:ebuilt to_ Jiatch that of'.the house, Servina as consultants for. the 
restoratiori'are & Wil•lnaton architectural fira and also the Delaware 
Archeolo1ical Society •. · 'die organization vhicb is financin1 it is 
deeply .conc:arned wlth authenticity and plans to spend soae $46,000 
prior to coapletion in li76. · 
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Gunnina Bedford, Jr♦"i:_wasJa le&dlna fipre in Delaware politics 
durina tbt\ l780s, .. fil i in1 _,~·ovei~f .~tllte posts~ -- th~ Ht"lina as a 
dele·gate toithe;'Continentai -congress,; the Annapolis Convention, aJld 
the' f~ns_~i,t!#fO,nill Convention )f: 1?8_7~ .: At_ .PhUadelphla he attained 
national prOllinenco, laraely as the result of an oration which Jucs 
Madbon charactorbed' u ,tho •tao1f iiit-,oiate .speech uttered in the 
Conv·untlon.!•.' Unless 'tlio 'new Con.stitutlon provided adequate protection 
for th~}righta of the s_•ll States, Bedford dcclal'od• "thoro are 
forelBJ!Jpowers who will take I.LS by the hand, 11 Many of Bedford's fellow 
delegates "ere profoundly shocked that, in the words of Rufus. King, 
he haA}~de,clared hiaself ready to , , • court .,;he 1p'!,>t~c#on of sot1.e 
foreign land. 11 _ Nevertheless, it vu the protests of saall•State 
partisans: such u Bedford which eventually led to tho Convention's 
acceptance of a le1L1lative structU1-'Ch,pu~ttns, au sotes,on:·tm. equal 
f~t.t.na fo Fh• s.enate. . _ · 

• .• : • .• · · ,o/?'". 1,'i~···· : ,' ~ ~.··,\;;: •. . :::~r:::<~~"_;. . .. 
Bedford llved·out the reaainder. of his lifo in relative·obsc1.trity as 
a Fed'erai' JU;dge;c; Purina tho two doc:adH prior i9. hh1 death• he 
frequently entcrtaine<t·hts llllllY illustrious friends at his country 
Jio•• Lollbardy Hall. Npw,. after years of neglect, Loab,a~ay,.&U,'is 
hruier restoration and the exterior appears 11Uch as it did in Bedford's 
tillO, .It is anticipat~ th~~ tJi., .-nt11, P.1-'0Jtt.c.t .wiU be coaploted by 
1976, af which ti•• Loabardy Hall will be opened to the publi~ as a 
lib~uy an~ •~,ua. 

, BiOJt'&phy 
. . ;' , . 't~~·,t· ·~·:,:._~ '. ' . ~·-· . . , ~ ;. •.·' 

'Ibo political philosophy of Gunning Bedford, Jr,, stood ha con
siderably 'to· tho · 1cft oj; aost of ~h.e other, del,igatea to. tho 
Philadclphi& Convention.of 1717, at lM!rt. of'tho ones.who actually 
signed tho Constitution '(16 of thou de1o.lltl4 diiJ n'ot sisn). Jucs 
Maaison, his ono~t1.ae co11e1• rocaate, nottll that ''Mr. Bedford was 
opposed to every ch~lt .OP' )b.o Lepllald.v••~ alkl boU.evff, that,1 ll:lbe 
Representative~ of th, ,People •tte the bo•t j~I of what was for 
their intore1t 1.~d.ou1ht io be under no extemal cont-r:oul [sic] 
whatever," Bedford wu also dettnined to·usert the riahts of the 
sull States, even hinting that th•Y •i&h~ have to seek foreign 
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8. Si1nlflcance (page 1) 'Lott'.bardy Hull (Gunning Bedford llousu) 

protection if the Constitution peraittcd legislative domination by the 
more populous States, 

r• , '' i!-ti:t I~ 

This was nr,:turai'ly a ujor com:ern of the entire Delaware dclenation. 
Uowever,·,-aedfoz.:4 hiuelf was a relative newconu;ir to the Stato. having 
settled ..f-here only ei1ht years before at the age uf 32, Born in 
Phi111del1,hla in 1747, he graduated as, class valedictorian from Nassau 
Hall (now 1Princeton University) in 1771, read law bnck in Philadelphia, 
and set up practice. In 1779 he moved to Dover, and shortly thereafter 
to Wilmington, During the 1780s, Bedfor~ se.rvod successively us a 
melllher of the State Legislature and the State Council, as State Attorney 
General, and as a delegate to the Continental Congress, the Annapolis 
Convention, the Philadelphia Convention, and the Delaware Convention of 
Ratification. 

, :t·n~ ,-.~•~•, 

Bedford's rolo at Phil~elphia seems to be a matter of somo disagree
ment. Charles Beard insists he 11did not participate extensively in the 
debates," while Edm.lnd K. Aldon contends he. 11played a considerable part11 

and expounded his radical views "often and with emphasis, 11 The latter 
estimate seeas the.aore viable, especially since it would have contra• 
dieted Beard's preconceptions about the Convention to have suggested 
that Bedford. a man of urked de1111Jcratic propensities, wa, an 
influential fiaure there. 

! ·.' ,. 

Thero is little doubt that on one occasion at least Bodford made his 
prasenco aost conspicuous. Madison reaarded his speech of Juno 30, 1787, 
in which ha suggested that there were 11Poreian Powers who will take {the 
sull states] by .the hand11 if the Con~ention decided to apportion both 
branches of Congress on the basis of population, as the 1'most intemperate 
•• , uttered in the Convention, u Be that as it 111ay, Bedford evidently 
.deserves 11uch of the credit. for persuading his fellow delegates to con~ 
sider and eventually to adopt the provision whereby each State wa.s given 
equal representation in the Senato, Beyond that. although piotistic 
accowtts soaetimes pral10 Bedford for inducing Delaware to become the 
first State to ratit'y the now Constitution, in fact it was ready to do 
so with no pcrs1.&aslon at all, Bedford's big DOment had ~o•o during the 
Convention, and after ntumin1 to D•lawaro h• passed the reaainder of 
his life in relative obscurity, 

In 1789 President Washlnaton appointed hi■ Juda• of the Federal District 
Court, and h• held this post until his death 23 years later. While 
never aaaln a figUre of national stature. Bedford did enjoy the companion
ship of a luge circle of pr011inent friends. Mny.of wh011 he entertained 
at t.ollbardy Hall, his eountcy hoae north of Wil■inaton. It was horo 
that Bedford died in 1812. 
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PRESl!Nll Situated on partly-wooded high 9round, nbout c,no nnu 
uno third ncroa, ndjncent to lll]d &hadng 1:ho untr1mcu to J..o111bnrdy 
Ccrootory for which tho bouso served ~oat recently as office and 
caretaker'» qunrton. Loinbardy Hall ia undor9oin11 reconstrui;Uon Md 
ro1toration, It is a five-bay,' two and 11 hnlt atory, native stone 
houseJ two rocm1s deop with a central hall. The I.lark Prnndywine 
gllbbro :tock :fae.ldit and tiddstone north wall are restored 1 11.nd the 
roof hns ~eon roJ).'.lired and wood ahingled, around, have beoo filled 
11.nd soddod, a acreen ot evergreens planted at tho sou1h line. Chi~ne s 
hnvo 'been rop3irod with old brick, 7 new ~lues installed, Ronr and 
south exterior walls and most of the interior await fund& ior 
co~plotion, Howover, work proceeds with volunteer labor as donations 
to cover coats co111e in. I-lost ot the featurH of the odgiMl section 
a.s Bodford acquired it in the late 18th Century, re111ain. He added a 
ballro0111, ~wo second floor bedrooms, and ~ebuilt the attic and roof, 
Tho effect today is as he knew the house~a l)'llletrically balanced 
111ansion ot simple dignity. The windows in the Bed.Cord section are 
set in wide-angled, panelled recesses, and an entrance door to the 
ballroom towards the back of the aouth wall, repeats this treatment. 
A delicately carved Adam-style mantel, closeted ,md shelve~ at each 
end, remnins in the ballroom in re=arkably good·condition~l Corner 
fireplaces in the bedroOG& agove, aeet at the south wall, back to 
back, at the partition. A large portico and a one and a half story 
stone wing with aep.i.rate entrance were added to the hou&e p.1820, 

Ill 

rn 
m 

z; f 

but were removed about 70 years ago. The Robinaon section appears 
not to have been altered significantly except in the attic and roof, 
and a much'later bathroOIII at the front p.u-t of the wide 2nd floor 

C: 

n 
hall. A large attached garage constructed fr0111 stone of a barn and -f 

a carriage house once standing to the rear, serves as valu~ble 
storage at the present. Eventually it will be rc~oved 1 the mansion 0 

set up as n Masonic museum, and a wing added to thu rear tor head• 
quarters of Granite Lodge No. 34. The work proceeds under the guidan~o~ 
and plans of the architectural fi:01 of Pope, Kruso 11nt1 McCune, 
Wilmington. 

ORlGINI\L: 11Pugah11 (the George Robinson house): is almost ont:h:e• 
ly intact and alterations fro111 th• 0ri9i.nal WD'.lld have bten quite · 
early,· A lintel of an old doorway remains behind a panelled wall 
cupboard in the rear r00111 of the first floor, auggestin9 the 
po1sibility the fir5t structure was primitive, that the refinements 
of panelling were 111Ade around 1750. All original windows are reccsse~ 
at right angles. Thia section consisted ot four rooms, two on each 
:floor, with tho h/lil and 11111in entrani;ea on the south side. The south 
exterior cornerr,.-are visible in the straight line of the mortar 
running vcrticr:11y at the facade and the roar wall, Modern windows 
have been re~oJed £rom the north wall, and it is now windowless as 
first laid. Resoarch·by'thv Delaware Archaeological Society and 
interviews with past residents have established line~ of long dis• 
lllD.ntlcd outbuildings, wells,.and alterations to the znain house. 

J 
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Lolllbardy Hall is on William Penn I s ''Manor of Rocldands , " 986 
acres which he granted to Valentine Hollingsworth in 1682, and 
which Hollingsworth :renamed 11New wark. 11 He waa founder of the 
Newark Monthly Meeting, Society .. ot F:dcmds, and bis hDl'lle Where 
first JD.eeting1 took place still standi~·privataly owned, at Marsh 
Road and Baynard Blvd. Th• Newark Union hudal grounds remain with 
hist ode urker nearby. George Robinson, Hollingswortf) • a son-in-law~ 
purchased fr011 the tract 250 acre• alon9 Concord Road 1n 1726 1 and h~ 
named it 11Piagah. 11 1brough fuily inheritance it ca11e into the 
possetsion of Charles Robinson, great grandson of Hol}~n91worth. In 
178S(delild recorded in 1793)°"nnin; Bedford, Jr,, purcha~ed the 250 
acres and the 1mall stone house from Charles Robinson •• He expanded 
the house and made extan1ive :l.Japrovements of the farm,j He kept bis 
house and ottice in town at 606 Market.St,, Wilmington, 'Ibis was 
during the yean gf. hb greatest aec011plisti=ents, and it it recorded 
that ·the ·entertainment a.nd hospitality ,i Lombardy fqr disti,nguished 
guests, often from abroad, were in the finest tradition. M%•• 
Bedford, the torner Jane Ballaroux Parker and dau9htar of Ja.mea 
Parker, the editor of the Post B9Y in New York, was greatly admired 
as a talented and charming hoste••• They gave.the estat, the ~me 
it goes by tOday. 

Gunning Bedford, Jr,, signer of the Constitution, served also a 

delegate frm Delaware to the Continental Congres1, 1783•1785, 
He was appointed aiate attorney-9eneral in 1784 1 and in 1786 was 
one of the delegatee unt ,,;, frora Delaware to th• Am1Apolb 
Convention. :I It was .a1 a delegate to the Constitutional Convention 
called the followin; year that Bedford led the successful fight 
for equal state representation in the United States Senate. He 
held ~rOlll Pr••• Waahiniton the commission at first Judge of the 
District Court of th• u.s. for Delaware 1.mtiJ. hill death March 301 

1812. His father, also Gunning Bedford, WAS an architect and had 
an important role in the de.signing and foundin9 of Carpenters • Hall 
in Philadelphia •. He made his home with hi• son in later life. 
undoubtedly assisting in the superviaion of the r~modelling of 
Lombardy. He died theta in 1802. 

Bed!ord developed his 2SO acres as a model !arm. Throughout 
his career he was involved with edueation1 was president ot the 
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board ol trustee• of th• Wilaington Acade~y, He was 
alao An active abolitioni•t• His portrait b! ;harlos Willson Peale, 
hang• in the Capitol in W'Hhington, He h no,: tp bo contused with a 
.tint cousin, Gunning Bedford, "Sr. 11 of New castle, who wa1:1 governor 
of Delaware and a brother-in-law of Georve Road, dgnu· of the 
Declaration of Independence, , 

Bedford was elected June. 6 1 1806', . Fir•t Grj\nd Mar.rter of the 
Orand Lodge ot Delaware, A,F. & A,M,, and his historic aasociation 
with the Masons led to the int•reat of Qfanite ~odge No. 34 in the 
purchase and reatoration ot J.Q11bardy, The lodgg, acql.lired the 
threatan~d prciperty in 1967. 

Cunning Redford, Jr, wa■ a graduate of Princetont where he was a 
claa1a.,te of James Maditon, 
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